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Editorial

Thc Local Studies Group has no* approximarelY 1ii00 mcrrbcrs' Thc (-omnrirr' c

bclievcs thar this is bccause ir is seen to bc lctirc lnd bccausc Locrl studics rlc
sccn ro bc rclcvant to rhe rvork of rlleny libr:rriens Brenchcs hatc bccn sct up in

verious ereas. Regular rrcctings xrc held ill these arcts end elsc\r'hcrc. ofrcn lrt con-

junction *,ith othcr bodjes. Thc Cor,. nittcc, as wcll as promoring rctivitics. r' 
'rrL 

s

bchind chc scencs. *ith l'ork on publicetions (as x resLrLr of discussron rr rhc

Weekcnd School) rnd on guidclines fbr Locel studics librrrics in hrnd tt prcscnt

Tbe l,.,.dl Shdi,J Libralraa is circulared ro all mcnbcrs. and increesingh to othct

subscribcrs. md trics ro prcscnt e tangc of int'brmetion fron rhe gcncral to rcpotts

of mccrings end artitlcs on prrcriccs in spccific libralics C)r'crall. rvc fccl thet LSCi

menrbers gct good veluc.

'l he Corlnittcc. then. secks to scrvc mcnrbcrs. bur u her of thc nleillbcrs rhctll-

sclvcsl'Elcctions erc hcld cverv t\\() vcers. but no votittll took placc rhis vcer .rs

lhcrc *'cre no noninations outside drc cxisttttll cornmitrcc nlenlbcrs Not *crc
thcrc eny ourside norinxtions rhis ycer fbr thc tr{a(-ullx Prizc Wher are thc

reasons are mcnbcrs roo b,.rsl jorhciro*nlibrarics.orisitrlcrch;rpethli'\ t
knou,that there arc locai netrvorks. but the LSG czn providc r *'idcl rznge ofcon

tzcrs. The recen! Wcckcnd School. on Local Studics rnd Ilducation. provided en

cxcellcnr chance to mcct othcr libterizns in thc ficld, es *ell as glining useful

inlormacion lron e rvidc rangc ofspeakcrs, but onlr'about rhirtl PcoPic ,tten(l.rl
The coursc on feniih historl at CLW did not run duc to Lack of t;rkcrs. ind thc

AudiovisLral day school phnncd in Londorr *'as posrponcd for thc senc lclson All

ofthcsc ropics seenr highlv rclcvant co locll srudics librerians. so rvhet * cut u rong

\\'ere lhcy,rt rhc lrong timc. too cxPensivc. insufllcierrtlv pubLiciseLl. in rhc

*rong placc7 ihe organiscrs s'ould likc to kno$ to hclp futrrrc;,lannin51

A11, of coursc. is nor gloon. Sonte ntccrings do attrrct good eudicnccs lor

exalllplc the annutl dxl school:1r Sralllford rcgul;ulv etlrects over fiftv pcc-rple. end

the North \\tst progranrnc is *cll supporrcd. A nc*' branch has just bccn

csrablished in East Anglia. Ir is, horvcvcr. difflcult !o rnount mcctings in sParscly

pop,.LLatcd areas thc uav forrverd hcrc cen oolv bc rhrough ioint nlecrings

Mcnbcrs cao hclp by suggcsring ropics en.l lces of joint concern Plcese let thc

Corrnrirrce kno*' vour intcrcsrs.



Indexing the Illustrations Collection in Hastings
Library: an MSC proiect

Hastings Arca l-crcal Srudics Projcct (tIALSI') s:rs fornrcd bv tlrc N{anpowcr

Serviccs (irnmission in C)ccobcr lgiil to sor!. classifl and indcx chc materiel in

Hasrings Libren s locll stuJics collcction and ro fbrnr e Nlodern Histor] Archiyc.
SponsorcJ jointly bv lirsr Susscx (lounrv Council lnd Susscx Univcrsin Ccnrrc
fbr Concirruing Educ:rrion. rhe projecr prolided cmplolnenr fbr l full-rimc
supclvisol lnd cighc prrt tinc essisranrs. lr provecl itsclf ro bc .rn cxciting end

Jvn:uuic pr'ojcct. lnd s es brought to thc noticc of rhc public bi good covcrlgc in
thc krcel prcss. l)uring thc ilrst vcar its echicr.cmcnts r:rngcd iion producrng
booklcrs en,l h<;lding cxhibirions on ktcal topics ro recording oral histoq'. This
ir ri(lc c()r1(crns ()oe of irs nr:tjor cf-forrs. rhc ,.1cr ising of a oc* ststcn fbr ortrnrs.
ing rhc illusr rations collcction. This consisrs ot 2,750 loosc photogrephs, e furthcr
1.150 phol()grxllhs nrounrc,.l in rlbunis. 1.270 film ncgatircs nirh corrrecr prinrs.
scvcrll hunrlrcrl glass ncgatives. rlvcr J.500 l>ostclrrls, jusr undcr 1.000 3tmnr
slirlcs. anti ()\cr 1.000 prints. skctchcs lod plinriogs.

Thc Clessification Schemc

Thc Irosc photogrrphs \\'crc rhc firsc prrr oi rhc illusrr.rtions collccrion ro bc

rrcklccl. anrl rhc ellssifle.rrion schcnrc evolvccl firr chcsr rres rhcn uscd firr thc othcr
scctions.

lr sas dccidcJ ro prinrrtrilv solt thc photogrlphs into rhrec basic gco

grrfhic;rl rrcusl

i) insrdc l{lstings Bonrugh bounderr'.

ii) outsidc Hrstin.gs Borou.qh but tiririo the zoflc colcrcd bv llesrings
libr r ri

iii) ()utsiLlc rhc librrrl zonc: this lr':rs uscd orrlr tbr thc fohn E. lte-r'collcctiorr of
\'irtoriirn gltss nr:{urir'cs.

Alce i (insidc Hesrings Borough bounderrJ lr:rs rhco sub.iividccl into 20

sm:rllcr lrcls. Ir * rts ;rt ii rsr hopcd to usc rhc iristoric plrishcs. bur clifficulrics lrosc
*frcrc onc siLlc ol r rorJ rtls in onc plrish ancl thc olhcr siclc in thc ncxr. As thc
Ioosc phocogrrplrs * crc ro bc houscd in fllcs urdcr l st rcer-bv srrccr xrringcnlcnr.
ir tus lilr rhrt ir *orri.l bc rnorc prerticrl ro kecp :rll photorrrplrs of a srrect
(osc.hcr rr t'nc file * Irrch coulcl bc hrndcd to thc uscr. Enguircrs trrul.l bc likcly
ro rLsk 1or l)hor()trlfhs oi rr prrricular srrcct. and ir *ould bc rnorc srreight
iirrt lrd ro Irok uI rlrc sr rcct inJcx lld hlrd rhcn t hc rclcr':rnt fllc rhxrl ro havc ro
chcck *tirlr prlish (or perishcs) ir srs in lnd h:rntl out pclhaps r*o or rhrcc dif-



lerent t'lLcs. Accordinglv. ir con)pronisc s'es niadc bct"veen parishcs rnd wcll
det'lned arcas such as the Old 'Ib*'n. Each r)f rhcsc rrers wxs numbercd, srarcing at

rhe nuclcLrs of Hasrings (The Old To*n). tnd rvorking out*ards. \ ,ithin thcsc

areAs !hc srrccts rvere listed alphabcticallv and numbered. Each photogreph rves

then givcn e running number. thesc grouPs oFnumbers being dividcd by,'. Th,rs

1//02,/08 indicxrcs rhe 9th photograph of All Saincs Street, Old Town. It rves

necessart to divide rhc sca front arca (a long. narrorl'strip) by a dillcrcnr mcrh,,,1

o*ing ro rhc overlepping of rnanl' phorographs tekcn from our at sca. This rves

sub'dividcd cast \\'cst ,long !hc coxsr. An odd sLrb division. Ships , *as housed

a! thc cnd of rhc sex front erce. ls it *as rlccidcd this $'as thc bcst lvei' that such a

cless could bc lccommodercd *irhin e geographitrl scqucncc.

Gcncral vic*s of llesrings end St. Lconrrds (nrostly rcLirl) rlcrc clxssjficd

rogether rr thc bcginning oi thc seqrLcncc. end sintilerlr'. gcrtcr eL vic* s of smrlk:r

rreas lr,crc clessilicd rogcthcr bclorc rhc flrst strcct in thet lrees eLphebctical

sequcncc. Ir \l'es hopcd br this nlclhod () rcaonrnlodelc uscls *irh both gencral

anrl spccific rnrcrcsrs. Collected ric*s *crc grouPed bcrwccn rhc nuntbcrcrl

Hastings ercas and thc elphabcriclL scqucncc of p.rrishcs oursrdc thc torl n. es sollc
of thc collcctions rarrgcd ovcr a widc arc;r. Thcsc *crc given thc chss nterk COL-

LEC'[ ED VIE\i'S followed bv e running nuorber.

Photographs in arca ii (outsidc Hrsrings Borough) *cre cLassified bl thc his

roric parishcs (not thc prcscnt edminisrrarivc units). in a singlc alphebcricrL

scguencc. Ronncy Nlarsh wes kcpt togcthcr;rs a singlc xlce.

inrposint rhc prcscnr llestings BororLgh bounclart orcr rhc hisrorjc Pxrishcs
rcsulcs in a fringc lrce uficrc sornc perishcs rrc rtnll prrtieLll incLudcd *ithin thc

borough. Indivi.lueigcogrrphical critcrie wcrc uscd in dctcrmiuing thc classitlcr

rion of thc perishcs so aflccrcd. end thc cl:Lss numbcrs lcrc fotnc.l bl rhc llrsr
rhlcc Lcrrcrs of thc ;,arish narrrc (or nrorc if ncccsserl in cascs of siniLel nenlcs).

followcd bv a running numbcr.

It *es dccrcleJ not to xrrengc rhc photogrephs chronologicrllv uithin rhril
classcs. to ficiliratc rhe hospir.rlio of thc scqucncc tbL rddirions.

1wo non gcographical scgucn,.:cs *crc fbrmed, for porrrercs rrrd nlilllrrv
phorollr.rphs. Cl:rss nunbcls fbr thc portrrirs * ctc formed bv rhc flrsr thrcc lcttcrs

c-rf rhc persons surnrmc. firllo*cd bv rhcir inirial. rhen r running nunlbcr. c.8

TRE.R.,,/(11 (Robclt Trcsscll). Group phorogtephs rverc cLrssiiicd un,lcr thc n:rmc

of the rnost irnporranr pcrson in rhc 8roup. aross rcfircnccs bcinll nlaLlc ro rhc

ochers in chc indcx. N{iLrtarv photographs *crc.lividcd chronologicrLll irrto firc
pcriods. rcflccting periods of \r'ers, cech pcriod bcing rLlocetcd I lcctcr: crth

photograph $'as thcn identified by thc word N{ILITARY prccctling rhc pcriorl

letter. followcd by e running nuniber.



Nervspapcl cuttings of photographs wcrc classcd by physical forn i-c. zs

currings, as !his dctcrmines the storage condicions, but ir *as envisaged thac rhcsc

would eventually bc included in the conprehensive illustrarions index.

The indcx
'Ihc ultinare eim u'as to have a single illustrations indcx covering all typcs ofillrrs-
trarion, inciuding those in sca!tercd locations such as directories and othcr books,

nc*'spapers, etc. The index cerds are colour codcd, cach type ofillustrarion hrving
its ov'n colour, e.g. r'hite for photographs, pink for prinrs. The index is in dic'
rionary lbrm; combined propcr nanc end subject.

Each clpe ofillustrarivc material rve: u orked on scprratcll'. br-rr rhe indexes so

produccd wcrc filed together. Each indcx fbrms a scparate cntity within itsclf;
therc erc no rcfcrences across the types ofmaterial as this was found to be imprac

tica1. For cxamplc, on che prints card undcr the head)ng Chuchrs ere SEE referen

ces only co rhosc churches of u'hich prints exis!, and on thc corresponding

photogtzphs card are SIiE references only to chosc churchcs ofwhich photographs

exisr. Thcrcforc it is important u,hcn looking up a parricular subject to check all

cards undcr that hcading.

A u hite card qas madc out for cach strect in Hastings and St. Lconards wirh its
class number, regardlcss ofwhcrher znyillusrrarion ofitcxisted in the collcction ar

ther rime. 1i/hice uas choscn t'br czsc of upkccp as it wes assumed thac latcr

additjor,s wcrc morc likcly to bc photoglaphs.

Eech illustratjon u'as indcxcd in dcpth; rhus z phorograph of a town street was

indexed under namc of strccr, n llcs of zny important buildings, and any other
subjcct v'hich seemed inporcant in thc picturc, c.g. trams, street trilders. Fishing
boars *ere indexed individually undcr nanc and numbcr.

Vhcn che same illuslrxlion appcercd twicc, oncc as a singlc photograph and

once as a collected vicq, thc collcctcd vic*'*'es not indcxcd, to zvoid fr-usrrlting
thc user by referring hirn twice !o lhc samc illustration.

Thcrc *'as unlortuoately not linrc to index namcs ofpaintcrs and cngrevcrs.

This still nccds to bc done, as drere are prints by farrlous artists sLrch es Turner and

Holnan Hunt.

Certain individuals hevc bccn givcn spcciflc indcx enrries. These are basically

people of local impor-tencc. including thosc appczring in rhe D.N.ts. and localiy
published biogrephical u'orks. An indcx crrd \1'xs also mxde out lor specixl classes

of pcoplc, for cxample nayors. cler!ry.

For t'brm of hcedings Scers' List of Subjccr Hcadngs was used as aurhority.
u,ith the additions and modifications ncccssarv !o adapr ic for an English local



srudies indcx. D.N.B. *as uscd rs rhe xurhoritl tbr tbrnr of heading li)r pcrsonxl
names, v"'ith thc mxin cntrv undcr thc nlrne besr knorr'n rnd cross rclcrcnccs from
other folms. Dztcs of birrh rnd death l ere given whcrc ncccss;rrl to disringuish
bets'ccn indivitluals of the sanle nanrc. Tirles eaa \\'crc givcn \\'hcrc usclul xs r
mcens of idcntification anci a descriprivc notc wes givcn ?ftcr cach nalrc to .l5srrL

rhc uscr.

By the tinre HALSP *as originzlly duc ro cnd (Scptcmbcr 1981). thc ind.rrng
ofthe loosc phorographs end rhc prinrs. skcrchcs ancl painrings s'xs complcrcd. In
eddition scvcral oF thc 

^lbuns 
of phorognphs had bccn indcxcd.

The extrenre cxre and xccurxcy ncedcd in indexing necessitates a grcrt derl of
tirne being devoted to it, xnd rhe one dre\\'back ofit bcing donc as part ofrn trISC

Conmunity Programme is rhar rhc individual enrp)ovces contrrcls arc firr or)c

year only. HALSP irsclfwas exrcntlcd fbr r sccond year, finally coming ro !n end in
Seprembcr 1985. Alrhough much ncw v'ork ues accon'rplished, nodring furrher
was done to the illusrrarions index. There is so much scope in a projcct of rhis

nxture thxr ir is to be hoped rher rhcrc *.ill be the opportunitl to conrplcte the
r,r'ork er son-re futule tinre

Susan E. 'lopLis. AI-A.
Project Assistanr, HALSP.



Oral History and Libraries: some recent developments

Oral hiscorv has becn recogniscd for somc timc as bcing a valuable fornr ofhisrrtri.
cal cvidencc, though sr>mc pcoplc arc nrorc coovinced ofits valuc than othcrs. ()ral

rentinisccnce is todly also being used as a rherapcutic devicc rvith rhc cldcriy, and

this is a furchcr sourcc of cvidcnce. li/hilc nuch oral cvidcnce originaccs ourside,
librarics erc incrcesinglv bccoming invollcd, cither c'lirectlt by rhe rccording of'
intcrviews, or bv becoming a rcposit<l11' firr t;rpcs and transcripts madc by othcrs.
or somctimcs bl providing rcsourccs ro aid rhc rec-ell proccss. Vlrious articlcs of
intcrcst ro librarians. ranging from gencral introducrions to rcporrs on spccific
progrlnlnrcs hrvc rcccnth' appcarcd. and rhis erriclc rcporrs on somc of thcsc.

The nrosc gcneral. bv Clile (irchraleI, starcs the casc lor public library invoive-
mcnr in ofil hjs!ory. and cxrmplcs arc given ofdit'-t'ercnt kincls ofinitietivcs as wcll
a.s rvpes of solrrcc- Thc irlrpor(ioce of local radio as ao oral hisrory sourcc is also

brrtLghr out. The article concludes thit rhc public libr.rn', rnd cspccially rhe local
collcction, has ln imporrrnt rolc to plev irr cnsuring ther thcse rcsourccs arc pre-
scrrcd firr pos.crity, ler:rt thc s;rnlc tinc llc nredc ecccssible <r thc public.

A diffcrcnr kinJ of rcsourcc is dcscribcd by Owcn Surridgc in his arricle in
Nc* Librarv \\brld ebour thc London Historl Vorkshop. *1ricb is liming co

bui[1 up on Orel Archivcr. Ir is pointccl our thar lt onc timc ls nlny as rhirty dif-
fcrcnt projccts rvcrc in progrcss in London. ald thrr oftco, *hcn thc qrirrcn
report hici becrl pro(luced. the tlpes l crc l:rid asidc and fbrgorten. The \Vorkshop
tound sporrsors (rhc Nuficld Foundarion lnd rhc GI-C) nhich alloq'cd ir ro srerr
collccring lnd llso ro gencrarc rccording rctivi$. Ir now has t00 capcs rnd \\'ould
rvclcomc hclp * irh trenscriprion end cataloguing floru inrcrcsted librarians. That
it hls Ltcrr acccPtcd is silr* n br rhc rcccnt dccision bt Cemrlcn Council. in agrcc

ing to sct up an olel hisrorv proglenntc, thut it shall initially bc opcracc,.l through
thc :tgcno of thc \\brkshol. Cenrdcn s pu rpose is ro bring rogcthc r rhc large r) um'
bcr of groups ;urd intlir idLnls l ith vlrving backgrounds and approachcs who erc

or rvish ro bc irrvoh ctl in chc orll hisrorr of thc rrce. rnd ro providc guidancc end

:rssistlnce. lbt insrancc in tcchntqucs end bt'providing cquipncor.'llrc prrr;ccc
involvcs thc afPointmcnt oi r full-tinc Co-ordinetor. Initial funding *'ill bc for
onc rs o ! crrs rr ith r tirsr r car projcctcr.l cxpcndirurc ofrbour {17,000. As pan of
rhc Progrrl|rn1c ir is |rop1;56t thxr an ()ral Histon,Archivc bc esrablishcd in the
locitl histori collcction in Swiss (.otc:rgc libren'.

SLrflirlk I-ibnLrics hrvc bccomc conccrncc{ *irh oral Irisrorv rhrouplh (hcir Yeers

Ahc:r.l I-ibnrv (llubs. 1hc lim ol rhis l\lSC schcntc is to lrolcl clLrbs ro givc ncntal



stimul,rtion ro drc cldcrlv.;rnd.hcy zrc hcld in iibr-eries throLLghoLLt Sufnrlk.
i\ctivitics verv rnd include rlrusic, r:rlks. pley rcedings lnd rcninrsccncc. (-lub

leeders recejve blsic trlining on hos ro go rbout esking clclcrh pcoplc to rccold
their reminisccnces. and on rcchnitlucs. rnrl rhc tapcs :rre bcing githrrcd togcrhcr
ro be rranscribcd by enorher Conimunitv Progr:rmnre u hich is abour ro srrrr. rLnd

whjch is also iovolved rvith tapes fronr other orxl historv plogtrn'tmcs rr thc
tr{useunr of East Anglian Lite and the Countv Rccord Offlcc. A blief erriclc h:rs

appe;rred in rhc Suflblk srafT magazincl.

Some vcars ago Hc$ the Agctl inrrodrLccd r'Rccell' ptogr anrrrrc ;rincd ar

helping reminisccncc rvork. A bricf norc in Bclfast Public Liblarv s srelf ncrvs'

lc rrcr, .lc,ra., Julvi Augusr I98i. in,.liclres that thc librery, rs e rcsult of rcgucsts

lrom gtoups rncl organiserions. has published e collccrion o f ircms ro aid th is t ork.
rvith ',r second rn course of producaion Scvcrxl locel tccell pxckxgcs hivc bccn

produced in Ulstcr bv variorLs organisrtrons follorving a glerTer:rl Northcrn Lcltnd
version of'Rccall producccl bv hirh Gibson of rhc Universitv of Ulsrcr-. This

gcncral peckagc of 12 slidcs is acconpaniccl bl norcs rnd cuc questions fbt socixl

workrrs rnd irs inrcnrion is ro rncour-agc those uorking u'ith rhc cldcrly to usc

localiscd metcrial spccificalll rclatc,-l ro rhcir orln to$n or oeighbourhood.
Rcminisccncc thcrepy is l velid basis for co'opcrltion bct\recn librarics and orhur

orgenisrtions e norc eppcalc.l on rhis topic on p.1l of thc Llsr issue of this

pcriodical entl hopefilly rhc mcmotics rccallc,l coulrl bc e uscful sourcc of
cviclcncc t'irr thc historian.

A furthcr sourcc of olel infolnzrion. mcnrioncd irr Cochranc's elriclc. is

nrateriel accluircd from Locrl broetlcasring strltions. and scverll librarics, inclu,.ling

\\blverhlrrnpaon. Cumbrie end CLcr'cLrncl. hevc sonc fbrm of erengcncnt rvirlr

thcir locel srxtions li)r rhc dcposir of relcvxnr rapcs: somc rccortl offices arc

elso involvcd.

Orel clirlcncc is incrczsingll' rccognisc.l as r besic pert of rhc Lrcal srudies lib
rlry's stock. Librariens nrust cnsure thlt ther xrc in contecr *irh rhc vrrious
orgenisetions crcxting such cr.i,.lcncc. or t.rk. prrt in schen,cs thetnselves. Onc

thing, *'iclcl,v rccognised, thet librarics can do parricultrlv vcll is to orgenisc r hc

tapcs for usc. and enorhct is to cnsure thlt thc infbrmetion rhcv contain is rvaileblc

tbr all. It is rhcrcforc ncccsser'\'ro disscrDjnate informerion ebout oral historv

collections br- r'lrious ncens, antl libraritns should note dr^t rhc pcriodical 0r'rrl

Hrrtll nou includcs x scction oo libralics and archives'. Thc tin is ro co ordinltc
ncrvs oforal hisrorv collcctions ancl projccts based on librerics tntl rccor,.l offlt.' rrr

rhc hopc of clcvcloping an informrti<;n'shering tcsource. If vou *'oukl like rny
rhing included rhc con.eta is Angcla llcrvins. T Knighrlo* \{ll, HarbLLrr.

Lcamington Spe. V'ar* ir:ks. CUll 9Nts. lncluderl in thc lirst appctrancc of this



nc!\' collrmll is e rcport on en oraL hiscorv programmc ar Rhondda Borough
I-ibrarv.

L.rJ;rnie'on

l. (lorh.rn(.4. I'ubl,.l,bnnrsrrdrhcLhi.gingniru.coforalhis().\.Aud(nsuilLrb.ari,nll(1)
AuiL.rd l9St. f. i0l l

: Surr(18c. () ()r.Ll i(h,\.\: rh( I-(),,Jon Hisrcn \\orkshop Ncr Libfury \\'orld.sar (1021) Scpt
t!)t1). I I (,.

j. Bull(r.(; rtlr AhrrJ l-ibfurr (llubs (riin,dgs.nrdar r..orJingomlhishr!.Sufilxdo.rl,No\
lrgl |9 l0

Early O.S. plans: the Godfrey edition

All local srudics libreriens are a*'erc of thc inportlncc of Ordnancc Survey large
sc;tlc plans. rr'irh rhcir vast lntounr of dctail. fbr the way in u4rich thcv have por
ttaycd our rouns and villegcs ovcr thc lxst 110 years. (itptcs ofcarlicr plens are

no* hard ro conc by. end meny in librerics show signs of hcavy usage and arc
rapidh detcrioraring. \'hile son-rc Liblalics hrvc nricrofllntcd rhcir scrs. rhis rs noc
a perticuletly convcnicnr ans*cr.

In 191J1 Alan Godfrcy, rn antiqurrian booksellcr and ma;, dcrlcr, bcgan to issuc

rcprinrs ofcerly cdirions ofthc 25 inch plans. Althouglr phorographically reduced

to xpproximrrclv 15 inchcs r o the m;le. tlrc gualitl is such thar nrost detail is clearly
distinguisheblc. 'lhe rcvcrsc of each plan conreins inlorneriorr abour thc arca

colcrcd and usurllv an cxtract from a local directort of thc rinc. Thc Frice is 90
pcncc pcr shcct, and librarians buving a mininrunt of onc hundred copies get 10%
dr.r,'ur.r rl"r rll s,ll r.' rh. ;-l'lr.

Mr Godfrel has jusc issued his hundredrh shccr and is looking forward ro
cxpanding his scries. The venturc srelrcd as a Tyncsidc project bur xteas covcrcd
norl includc pxrrs of Scotland, Yrrkshirc rnd London. i\luch of thc impcrus for
public:rtion h:rs conre fronr lilrrarians and ?rchivisrs \\,ho have rcgucsrcd rhc
pubiication of maps :tod l ho halc in n'tany cascs r','r itrcn !hc introductorv mercriel
ebout their arexs. The publis)rcr would bc plcascd ro hear liom any libtanzns
interested in the reproduction of mxps of rhcir oqn arces. His address is 52-58
Spoor Srreet. Dunston, Gateshced, NEl t 9Bl)



History is Local: a residential course for librarians

In Jenuary 19115 fbrtl six iibreriens fionr branch libraries lnd refilcncc
dcpertments within rhc Birminghen Public Library slsrcn grthcrcd together lor
a fivc-day residcnrial course on local hisrory.hcld at Avoncrofr Collcsc in rhe heart
of thc 'ii/orcestershirc countrvside. Birninghanr Public Libmrics arc frrrrunarc ro
use rhis vcnue twice a ycer for in senice claining it is acruzllr'lcascd to Bir-
rlinghan Discrict Council for usc bl ellofits dcprrrncnts bur rhis rvas drc vcrv
first tioc rhat e *eek rvas ro bc dcvoted to local studics.'lhe programmc u,es

inrcnded to bc fullofveriety and inrcrcst and rvirh somc surprises in order to shorv
iibrarians not cngagcd in the field rhzr this subjec is nor insular or boring, ar,l
includcs nor jusr gcncelogl but evcly aspcct of life flom rhc cradlc ro the
gravc-

Part of thc lirst morning rlas spcnt in rning to delinc rhc rcrir 'local studies'
and in trying ro tsccrtain fiom branch librarians their intclprctauon of the term.
Folkrwing lunch four outsiders represcnring verious groups informed coursc
membcrs of rheir parriculxr zspccrs of rhe ropic end horv they fclr Lrcel studics,,
historv depertmcnts could hclp. 'fhesc speakcrs \\'ere x ptot?ssioral record
searchcr who dealr s'ith rhc cvcr grorving intcrcst in gcnealogy; tn ,rlnercur. bcrflg
e loundcl ncmbcr of a local hisrory socierv in Kings Norron, a village * irh a long
historv, plcviously in \\'brcesrcrshirc, but now :r suburb of Birninghen; z rcp
rcsentxtivc ofe historical projcct sct up in the Hay Nfills arca ofBirmingharl by thc
Manporver Scrvices Commjssion;;rnd x !cecher *ho had spcnc long hours in thc
local studies departn-rcnr ol Birrninghan Ccncrel Library rvirh childrcn agcd ber,
r',ccn cight and ren lcscerching inreresring laruilies rl'ho had livcd in lhcir area of
tsirninghent Selh Oak. There rvas elso e t'ascinating lccounr by Audrel Link-
man of thc rerr,:val policics of Manchcsrcr Srudics.

Thc cheme for rhc sccond day was rhc rclacionship bctv'ccn a local hjstory lib-
rary and other bodics in rhc senre field. Thc ralks renged rvidcly and included onc
on local hisrory departncnrs q'ithin muscuns how thcy arc planncd and
establishcd, and how working closell *.irh rhc local' 1oc:rl hisrory librarian can help
each orgenisatioo dranarically; publicarions hou thcy oughr to be produced;
the Record (lffice rhe rolc plaved by rhc archivisc in collecring znd collating
local documcntetion; and rhc Planoing Officc a talk lrom e clurlilicd archjtecr
who, whilc *,orking lbr rhc citys plenning dcpercnrent, is responsiblc for the
implcncnrarion rnd prescrvzrion of Birminghans listed buildings and Conserva
rion area. Thcrc \r'cre also rrlks lronr the educerir>o ot'ficer of Birminghern's
reil*'ay muscum on the inrporrancc ofpreserving leil*'rv history and fron-r Brrric
Trinder of thc Ironbriclgc Gorgc museun on indusrrial archacology.



An cvcning scssion rr as r.rken up u ith chc sho*'ing oia controvcrsiel fiLn rnadc

bv an inclcpcnrlcnt group in Birnringh.rm end leccr shoqn at thc Edinburgh Filnr

Fcsrivrl encl on Channcl Four a production called Propcrty Ritcs' shich dcelr

\\'i!h socicrv s rcaction rnd lttitudc to thc crlmc of rapc, today and in rhc past. His'
toricel clcncnrs uere included rvhich camc from contcmporary pzlrphlcts con'

ccrning rhc rapc end rnurrJer ofe certein tr'far! Ashford in rhc norrh Bilningham
erca in I817. eod.rll rveihblc jn rhc Cio s local studics dcpertncnt. Fbllowjog the

sho*'ing oi the fllru thcrc * es an rvid znd hczted qucsrion and enswet sessiorL on
rhc filn, end rhc role of * omcns rights *hich it br ought in ro rhc fotcgrouod *,ith
rhc produccr of thc fllrn Hcathcr Pnqcll

Thc rhird day wes conccrncd *'ith providing an inrroduction to some of the

norc inporranr rl pes of locel st udics Irratcriels. Nfuch ofthc day u'as taken up rvith

*'olkshops clceling wirh such sourccs as maps, drrectories. qensus rcturns rnd

phorographs: ceth prrricipenr took pxrt in fbur of these. Latcr, chrcc pcoplc
joinrly emplovcrl bl rlrc (-ir,v Library and the Cicy l\{uscum undcr an inncr Lrr\

percncrship schcmc dentonstratcd extricls frolrl 
^ 

sottnd archivc rhcv,lcrc build'
ing up dcrling *itir restlurants and food in thc inncr city xrca of Birminghxrrr

befbrc thc 1960s. Tspc rccorLlings mede urrder this schcnc *'il1 cvcnrually bc

depositccl in Birninghents local studies deprrtnrcnt.

Onc of thc mosr moving ntomerrts in the $holc \\cck clmc on thc follon rng

morning *'hcn t\\'o mcmbcr s of the city s social scrviccs dcpartrncnt sho*'ed parts

of rhc Hclp rhc Agc.l Rccrll Pnrjcct e repc,'slide prcsenr;rrion devised bv one

of thc London Boroughs. This crcllcd an irlmcnsc dcrl of nostalgix amongst the

oider librrriens and in frct thc shouing ofdcteils of hungcr and hrrdship in the

l9l0s illusrrircd together u ith thc populrr music of rhc tin'tc tcduccd much of the

erLdicncc ro tears.

1 hc efrclnoon pr,lvcd to bc lescineting end rrnusing, l irh a local rvrrter tnd an

rdult cducerion ficltl olficcr cxpleining * hxt ha.l been invoLvcd in thcir sctring up

of e cleativc * r'iring gr()ul i11 I school ncxr the inner cit\ end pcrsurding ncnbcrs
of rhc class ao \\,rirc do\\'n rhcir rrrcnrorics of thet lrca in rhc ptst. \xher tcsulrcd

\\'is so liood tha! mrov of the srories *crc compilcd end pubLishcd in book lornr

Thc rso hed thc euLlicncc in shricks of leughrcr lhcn rcgaling rhc problcnis of
persurclinc lhcsc local pcople to sct ti;* n thcir rcninisccnccs and larcr the pro

bicnrs involvcd in ecrualLl gctting thc conplcrcd itcn prinrcd.

Finalll. thc grcrt ini)orrxnce of (onscrv^tion entl prcscn ation of locai sturiies

nrrclials uas givcn in a ncccssary bu! sorrctimcs frightcdng introduction by thc

locei sruclies dcpartncot s o* n Conservaiionisr a pelt of the * ork of che lib
rarien *hich. sedh, is oficn ncgicctcd or prLshcd undcr thc cerPet.



Alchough these talks were varicd end numerous they hclpcd to bring an insighc

co the sraff of Birrningham Public Libraries into the 1'x51ng55 x1d cqrnplgxilics nf

the subjecc of local studies. Bur rhe coursc menbers did not solely liscen r<.>

speakcrs and play wirh marerialsr !hcy $"ere also thele to rccommend specific pro-

grammcs relxting to thc ropic fron which both branch and dcpartoenrel librarirns

could benefit in thcir day to day *'ork. Some fifteen recornmeodations were sug-

gcsred during thc discussions. Thcsc included thc imporcance and possibility ofan

official policy scetcncnt by the managcmen! for the collcction of local material

s'ithin the branch libraries: education in thc cxistencc and use of local studies

marerials for all steff; and the dcveloPmen! of local studiey'history packs for

branch libraries-

To pur rhese and othcr recommcnderions into acrion it s'as suggcstcd that a

special tcam consisting of a mcmber of scniot nlanagcn'ient' thc local studies lib

rarian and a representativc from each of rhe branch Ubrarics and rcference

departncnrs should be set up. Thjs has nos been donc and up to November LoST

(Local Studics Team) has nrcr threc timcs and work is rvell undct *'av to ensurc

that local studies withjn chc *'hole of Birrringham Public Librarics rl ill rcn'trin rn

extremely important part of ics manv and vzried scrviccs

Patrick Bzird.
I-ocei Studies Librarian.

Birmingharu Public Librarics.
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Sources for Urban History: report of a Local Studies
Group/RSIS meeting

This Dev Schoolues orgeniscd lbr rhc Local Srudics (iroup b1 (inrmitec mcm
bcr Elizlbcth N{clrosc in co-operarion rvith RSIS lrsr Nfidlands. encL rvas hcld at
Sremford on 15th N{iy tr8t.

The dev bcgen uirh en inrercsring illustr.rrcLl trlk bv Shcile Cooke. ilcad of
Loc:rl Studies t'br Notringhenrshitc on the sourccs lor urben trensport hisrory.
Carcful nor ro sccn to bc biascd tou eltls cenel hisrolv (N{rs Cookc o*,ns e narlr*,
boerl) she dcrrilcd thc vaLious soulces inr:luding dir.cctoricrs. tin-rcrrbles rnd rra;,s.
It{eps rrc ofcoursc e r.irel sourcc: hos'cvcr NIrs Crxrkc did poinr out rhar cvcn the
nost srenderd of sourccs cen ofrcn lctl thc rcscllchcr rstlrl ibr ex;rmplc sonre
()rclnencc Survc] mlps of Notringham shor,, rail*l1 lines rvhich lcrc ncvcl built.
Thc map-mrkcrs dcsirc ro be as up to detc:rs possiblc left somc curious enonalies
r.r'hcn rourcu eys failccl to marerielisc cluc: ro public opinion. lack of nroncv or tlif
ficllt tenzin. Phorogrephs pl:rv en import;rnr pert in trensporr hisror\.end a sclcc
tion of photographs srs displevcd. Ihe importrncc of orxl his.ory $es xlso
cmphxsiscd. \ o rringhentshir'c hrs e lrolr ing collcction o t rrpcs rnd ;lcc()mpa t] rng
transcript5 of lcminis(cnccs incluiliog rhosc of u2lD dri\'!rs lnd b;ugccs. 'fhcsc

hclp co gir c e f1ercul of chc pcriotl u hich printcd sourccs cannot. C)nc llnel s()urce
rlhich l{rs Cookc rcrornmcndcd bur onc *hich rcsc;rrchcrs often b;rlk er erc Acts
of Pxrliimcot. If vou can uadc rhrough rhe lcgel jargon thcy often rcvcal gurrc
frscinrtrng pcrsolal dctrils parricLrlxrh rhosc flon) rhc carlicr pcriod.

Dr' (lcoffro' I{.rrtirr. Kccpcr of.hc PLlblic l{ccorcls spokc abour his *.ork *.hcn
corrrPiline rhe Brrlrnltalh1 ol Btiti.;b anl ItiiL ,\I//n^ilrl llitt.4.This mrnrmoth task
hes rcsultcd iu onc volurnc publishcd somc iificcn lcrrs rgo bua pl?ns erc efbor t<)

toLlo* thrs up * ith \ olurDc r\\'o in rhc not roo disrenr futurc. Aficr olralining his
rrc:i ofrcscnrch Dr lleltin *cnt on to dcrlrl rhc pain51xlii11g...."rr:h *,hich ntusr
hlc rrkcn Lrp lh()uslnds of rrrrlking hours. not to olcnlion fi1ing end indr:,rrrg
rhousrnLls of (r"x r" crrtls. This lcfr rhc audicncc in nccrl of lunch in ordcr nr
portdcr thc enormirr of Dr tr{arrin s rask.

Drrh rcllcshcrl. ntcmbcrs of rhc l-ocal Studics Group atrendcd rhc Group
Annuel Gcnc rrl Nlccrins * hich * is (:h.rircd by Ch ris Nlakcpcace. Alicr discussiun
on rhe Annuxl l{cpo|t (scc LSL i( 1) Suntmcr t9ui. f.22). thc GroLlp finxnces end
thc clc(ti()n ol ruJitols, rhc nlccring \\lrs alosc.l tnd thc Day School rcsumcd.

Dirn;r Dixorr rrlkcd to us eborLr tlrc lir-laa lli.;tt4 \iatlttth.Iirsr rppc;rring rr

Nr, r/rl,l its eims bcrng ro highlighr currcnt arc,rs of urbxn histor\, lcscarch bv



mcxns of book ,rnd periodic^i rcvie{'s xnd rhc current bibliograpbv of urbzn his

rory. N{iss Dixon co ordineacs thc production ofthe bibhogtaphl' uith Anrhony

Sutcljife iixr Sheftlelcl llniversitt. Thc compilation is norv aided by thc incroduc

rion of computcr soltwarc Packages such ,rs Super Brain u'hich eredicatc thc cons

rirnt cuttinS and sticking *'hich Miss Dixo0 had to undcrtakc as ncw cnrrics

arrivcd fronr all ovelthe rvorLd.

The lest speakcr wes Rodncy Cousins. Kccpcr ofSociel Histon at thc Nfuscurn

of Lincolnshire Lifc. His personel rcscercb projccr into thc inns of Nervark proved

a light hearccd and inrerestint telk. Outlilring the sourccs evailable c.g. dilecrorics.

conpeny archivcs and deeds, Mr Cousins crnphesised chc invalu.rblc soLrrcr thxr

local ncrvspapers provc to be And xlso the difficulri' of not being rvavlaid into othr:r

xrcas. Ne\'ark proved a ripc ttce to studv heving somc cighty public houscs at onc

rimc. \"1hen thc Great Norrh Roxd by passcd the to\\'n ccntre chc publicarts rvcrc

nor rlismayed. Thcy started scrving fiont thc beck door *'hcre thc ncv'road p:rssccl

mxny of the oncc centrallv situatcd inns.

Thc day uas roundcd off sith tee and a moulh wAtcrinli selcclion ofcakes end

biscuics. An intercsring dav schtnlv'hich rves n'cll reccivcd by an eudicncc rrfliL;

rarians tionr lar tlung parts.

Judith Nfahoncl,

cx-Suf lblk Record Offlcc.

Notes and News

Thc third AGNI of the British Associetion ior l-ocll Historv rlas helil in

Lon<l,ln in N'larch. Thc bulk ol thc ilceting \!ils dcloled to discussion ol the

iinancirl sitrratjon. The Carnegic Trttst c rrttlclno longtlprovitlc lunding antlonc

rcsult o{ this is that Davicl Ha1ns. thc I;icld Oflicer. rvill havc lo Leavc itt lhl'cnd

crf August a real blo( . lls those r', ho ha\'c nct Davicl lrnci reacl his rcports rvill

confirn. Cu rrcnt flembership appclrs ro lx abou t I . I 5 0. lncl tht circulation oi
'l hc Local Historian $'as onlv 1.950ln 1981

BALH pla,vs a useful part in bringing logcther thosc intcrcstccl in Lral

histurl . It woLrkJ bcaglr:atpity iiit foLrnclert'd N{orc sr t pport is u rgen tlv nclrlr'rl

I1



Family History in the Highlands: the "genealogist-rn-
residence" experiment.

In thc norrh ofScotllnrl. *irh irs snrrrsc popul.rriorr. lil>rerl scrviccs arc provi.lcd
bv thc Highlnd Rcgionrl l.ibrrr Scrricc. *lrich crnc into bcing io 1975 xs xn

enr glmrrion of scr'crel councr, inrl bLrreh scrviccs. As e rcsulr rhcrc' arc local

collcctions in a varictl of loc:rrions including Wick, Thulso. Folr Villitm.
Dingrvelllnd Invcrncss: rhc princip.rl collccrion, runoing ro nclrly lorrt thousln,.1

rrcrns. rs hr,uscd in lrtr',.rrr'.;q Lil'r.rrr.

Ovcr rhe llst fc* lclrs thc Highl:rncl Rcgion Librart Scrvicc. in corumon rvith
mio! othcrs. hes t'ecctl :r srcrtlilv risils .lcm:rntl firr famih history infirrmaoorr.
Enquirics h;rvc come t'iom i>och lrx:rl pcol>lc.rnd rourisrs. xnd h:rd rcechcd rhe

I000 pcr I car lcvcl by rhc bcgrnning of 1985. \I'irh rhc irssisrancc ol thc Highhnd
|amilv History Socicry (tbundccl in lgill) i vericry ofsourcc metcrirlsl is metlc

avirilablc:rt thc mtin rcflrcncc library in lnvcrncss. including plrish registcrs :lnd

indcxcs. collccrioos oi lr'ronumcrrtel inscriprions. acnsuses crc. as *cll r e lelgc
collection of prinrcd sorks.

Thc problcm rv;rs thli ?s thc (()llc(rior)s cxpan.lcJ. anJ rhc dcmand iocrclsed. ic

bccamc motc .rnd morc difflcult ro Jcal uitlr drc numbcr rnd complexity of thc
encluirics. Conscquenrh ir $'lts clcciJcd ro lppoinr :r "gcncllogist in rcsidclcc .

'fhc ainr n,rs to providc in dcprh essisrencc ro thc public, ro a lcvcl bclond thec

nhich coLrld nornrllh be man:rgccl by thc rcgullr rcfcrcncc srait, rncl et rhc semc

tirrc to quin.ift and in:rh se rhc (lcn)ind. Thc post rr;rs fi llcd b1 Alisrair Nfaclcod,
n ho conrcs fiom tlllapool in thc Highl.rncl Rcgiou. md * ho lres tlonc considcreble

rescarch on his o* n finrih in thc Lochlrtoonr arc:r. Thc cxpcrinrcnt r:rn fionrJune
to Scprcnrber this sr,lmlncr. brscd on rhc mlin rcfcrcncc room at lnvcmcss
liblerv.

Enqr.rirics * crc divide.l into supcrficiel (lcss rh,rn ) minutcs). llvcrxgc (up ro I 5

rninutcs), lnd in clcpch (orcr 1t rrinurcs). Half rhc cnt;uirics lcll inro rhc lrttcr
catcgon (about:00;o xll). r\ uorc lrrs kc;rt ofrhc courrrry of origin ofthc
cnquircr and ir sls firund thlr hllf of lil cnquiries cernc tionr Scocs. Thc ncxc

lergcst group (70) rvcrc fionr thc Urrirerl Strces nhilst lhc rcnlxining 25q. $'crc
clivided berwecn othcr piuts of rhc U.K. and thc Dominions-

Somc publicity wes givcn co thc scrr icc vir locrl prcss rn.i r;r.lio. :urJ handours
lcrc distributcd ro sonrc loc.rl hotcls .rrd lll librlrics in rhc Highlnds. This
uncioubteclly lcd to l hrgc risc io rhc runrbcr ofenquirics corupxlcd wirh rhc samc

period in l9&i.

1i



The results ofthc cxpclimcnr are still bcing nellscd lnd no decisions hxvc lct
been madc about thc futurc of such x scrvice. Hon cvcr ir is fclr thrt tlrc pr, lttr
\\'xs a grcxr succcss in that it
(a) helperl pc,rplc to a fer grcltcr tlcgtcc thrn thc librarl scrlicc hrd

rrxnagcd prcvioLrsl\'.

(b) llcmonstratcd thc dcnands bcing pleccd on thc scrvicc frorrt homc' rnd
'eblozd in sucb r wav thzt ProPosrls for thc futurc can bc firrnlulltc,l

Iurthcr informarion on tbc projccr cen bc obcaincd fionl thc Rcgionai I-il>

rxrian or Scnior Liblerien (l{clcrcncc) er rhc Highlend llegion.rl Librrll Scn it.,
lll llerbour Roed,lnvcrness lV1 1UA.

Petcr Rct'noL,ls.

Scniot Libr:rrren (Rcfcrcocc)
Highlend ILegionel Librrry Sclvicc

,.''1t

Local History Publications Awards

lrulldcrailsof thcALnBallLoczl H isrolv A* er,.ls, nrcnrionctl in thc lcc iss uc hevc

nou bccn publishcd enci *crc circulelctl to LibrelY Association nrembcrs s'irh rhc

Vtttd ii.iSt/f)l)hntottofALllauslIIst'lhcrcrrcrrvoa*erdsforcachcalcnderIcer'
one lbr thc t.Lthor judgc,l to harc plodrLccd thc bcsr piccc of rcscarr:h rrrd

schol:rrship. rnd the othct to thc LibrAr\',lcpartmenc *tich hes becn rcsponsrblt:

for tl,c bcsr piccc of bcxrk pr'.rcluction' All prLblications submittcd tor corrsidcr e

tion must h^\'c bccn prodrLccd b;-.r linitr-d llirrgdon libratv dcprrrrrrcnr

Nomiuations erc tro* invitcd t'br thcsc xwlr-ds 'fhc edclrcss lbr liLrrlrcr rlcr:rils

rnd subnission of crrtrics is: I-ibrrrv Sclviccs Trusr. c,'o Administrerivc Olliccs'

Gurl,lhrLl Librery, Lontlon \firC2P 2FJ All entrics rn'.Lsr be acconrpanicd bv r conr

plctcd cnttt'fornt.

Scotlend. trxr. hes rn eward lor local studics publicatioos Thc Scottish l-ibrxr,\

Associetion ires csraLrlishcd thc SLA Publicxtioos Awrrd. to bc prcscnted bi<:rr

nizlly. for rbe bcst puLrlicerion bv e Scotcish locaL librarl The first A\Lard has goLrc

to lelkirk District Lil:r.:ics lor'laltbk ,ltltt ill itrdtd biitarid/ h'lih 0fF4ltlirl an'/

ihe tttrartnliny- are,u'by A. V' N{cGill rncl W. Prescon'
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Committee Matters

'I'hc LSG commirrcc mer rt rhc Libran Associecion on (rrh Novcmbcr. Among thc
iterns discusscd *crc thc fblLrl.ing:

l LSG Commitccc. 1986,1t7. As rhc nunrber of norninacions rcceivcd did nor
cxccctl rhc nunbcr of pl:rccs alaillblc no clccrion n.es occesserv. Howevcr.
Bcrulrd Nursc rclinguishctl his oltrrc .rs Hon. lrcrsurer. h.rvingserrcJ in rhar
caplcin sincc 1982. 'l hc Ch.rirmrn rhenkcd lrim tbr his rblc servicc durrng r
perticulerlv rr:tunrrtic pcrioJ in thc (iroup! finances. Thc contposirion ofthc
ncN conntictcc rppears clscnherc in rhis issr.:c.

2. Thc 1)ororhv NlcCulla Mcmoriel Prizc. The (-ontnri.tee hrs a*,arded rl.rc t98J
prizc to Nlarglrcr Evros. Associ;rtc Libreriro er dre J. B. l{orrell Librarv.
Uoircrsirl of \irrk. This is io tccogrririon of 'rhc ourstlrrding conrriburion
madc ro locel srurlics librui;rnship bl her csrlblishrncnr of che Local Srudies
Decebasc ar rhc Unir.crsio of York .

i- LSG \\cckcntl School ttt. It rves rcported rhlr thc Groups bicnnial event.
hosrccl this i,cer bv rhc l-ondon and l:lone (-ounrics Branch, had plsscd olf
succcssfulh. C)\'cr rwcrlt\' (iclcgxres. irom es f:rr lflcld .rs (junbria, f)orsct and
Northcrn Ircland. hrd rrrcndc.l this scckcocl lr rhe cod of rhc Ccnrral
T.inc

L Sourccs fbr urb:ro hisrory. Anothcr ntccting orgxnised bv c()lrlmirtcc mcmber
Elizrl>crlr N{clrosc ir Srxntfbrd- This nrcoing. shich includcd thc Croups
AGtrl. proved vcrr popular indcecl. ?rir;rcrjng nrorc rhxn fifir.pcoplc from rhe
East lvlicllands irci xnd bcyond.

5. StenJerds sub-comrnittcc. This sub-contmictcc sould bc rcconvencd rvirh a

vic* to publishing rhe Ghhlines lar htLa/.rulit.t libtairs tt'hich currcnrly cxrsr
onlv in clr;rft tirrm. Covcnor: Dianl Wintcrborhlm.

6. Publicerions sub-conrnrirtcc. Tlris *.ould bc rcconlenetl xs a direct rcsulr of
suggcsri(ms mxdc er dlc \\tckcnrl School. Convenrtr: Assisraor Hoo.
Sccrctarv.

7. LSC \\/cckcod School. s,(r? The Hoo. Sccrctrrl suggestcd crying to make rhis
ro xn,luil cvcnr :rnd offcrctl ro invcstigetc tbc possibilirv of holtling ic et
Louglrborough in Scprcmbcr. lrs rhcntc \r'oulcl probebly bc somc espect oflocal
srudics and rhc r)cw rcchnologl. \\/xtch our for furrher dccailsl

Robin Anscll,
Assistlnr Hon. Sccretarl.



"Have you seen . , . ?" Some recent items of interest to
Local Studies Librarians

Holmes, M. J. Somers Town: a record of change Camden Libraries, 1985.

r6pp. dl.9s. ISBN 0 90lJ89 50 L

This annotaced collcction of illuscrarions is intercsring es an example of a publice

tion rcleting to an inncr city area *'irhour obvioLrs visual appeal indeed, eerlicr

in the ccntury Somers Ton'n had acquircd e nationxl rcPutztion lor its sluns rnd

the illustretions attcmpr to caPturc Part of the atmosphere of a changing con,'

mun'ty. Thc srorv it tclls is inreresting, and it has sold s'cll: 1000 coPies u'crc

printed and it has alrnost sold out. Onc library sold ovcr 150 copics in thc

first *'cek.

Of particuiar inrclest to our rcadcrs is thc pron'totion of thc nork to local

residcnts. Because thc Somers Tos'n lrrca has no bookshops or large newsagcnrs.

thc librery delivcrcd e lcaflet to about 2''i00 houscholds. oflcring or-re third dis

counc. This enterprisc wes highly succcssful and rcsulted in a Largc nunber of
srles.

'Somers Town rvas produccd as sonrcching ofan exPcrimcnt to tcst lhc tuxrk.'r

in an area v;irh considerablc numbcrs of Iron-uscrs of librtrics, and rvhcrc therc is

no tradition of book buying: irs succcss rrrclrns thitt plans arc being ruatlc for

publications on other erces ()f Candcn *'irh sinlilar cher;rcteristics.

Makepeacc, C. E. lphemera: a book on its collection, conservation and Llse.

Gower, 1985. 247pp. tL1 .5O. IStsN O 566 o3139 5.

Therc havc been sevcral books publishcd on ePhcntcrx in rcccnt vears, but chc\'

have been qrirren mainly from rhc poinr ofvicrv of thc collector. This subsranrial

work is rhc first to hevc bccn publishcrl for Librarirns. Definition of cphcnr.rr rs

el*ays difficulr, and thLrs thc firsc cheptcl is dcvotcd ar e discussion of vtrrious

dcfinirions, bringing in the distinction betsccn minor PubLicztions and cphcmcre

Thc importaoce of cphemere as cvidcncc for thc social hisrorien and locel his

torian. a ropic cnlerlicd uPolr larcr in thc loLunc. is also brought oul

The longcst chapter, howevcr. ts ottc mighr expcct. is thet rvhich tlcscllbes .rn.l

comrncnts on the diffcrent tyeps of cphcmcra, $'ith coPious cx:rnplcs l his sc.'

tion is supplcmented by en apper\clix cxtcnding to thrcc peges rvhich grvcs a chcck

list of itcn'ts considcrcd to be ePhencrx - rnd cvclt this is oot conplcte es. lol
instancc, while it includcs society cPhcnerx. rcligious cPhcmcra such :rs s( rvrt'
sheets and norices is nor rrcntioned.
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'l bc rcrn;rinJcr ot rlrc brxlk dcrls * rth lspccrs ofinccrcsr to thc librariln in par
ticul:rr lr.guisirion. sttrr:rgc. crrnscrr':rrion rrtrl orgenisltion ol stock. Thc hrtcr
rca{i()n. (o\'( rinL (ralbguing. clessilicltion end irrdcxing, inclutlcs son]c intcrcst
irr. ilnot horrihint cx;rmpics oithc,lclrh ro s hich iniicxing nrccis ro bc crrrictl
out if inlirlmrrion ()n rhc ircrls coll(crccl is to bc tullr cxploitcd.

Thrs is rrn inrrlurbLc (rnLl rcrdrblc) llrok *hich is likclv ar bc drc stlncllrd
rvork on thc subjcrt tt>r:L tonsrJcrrblc rinc.

I)r'son. ll. A guiclc ro locll studics io F-asr \irrkshirc, Hurron Press, t985.
.u 50pp. { s.95. ISI}N 0 9o7oJ-l -lJ .1.

'I his l ork c trr cr s t lrr hisrorir.rl countr ol rhc l-.Lsr Rirling ol \lrrkshirc. * hich ls a

poliricrlbrr.ly ccrscJ to cxisr rrt Lg] t Lrutrnthcric$ofthccLlir()r.(onli ucsi()bc
.r .lrsrincr l(r.irlir\ b()rh .qcogrlphir-rllv .rnJ irisrorie;rlh In irscll. rhis brxrk is clc:rrh
llr.rrnl' ior' krcrl rclJcrship. hLrr ir is Lri \ iJcr int(rcsl bc(iusc ot irs ;rpproach lnrl
l.urpos(. It rs rntcnJrJ rs r !Lrrclc ro rhc srud\ ot kr(rl htsrorv borh firr rhc prcr

fcssion.rl Lrell hrstorr,rn.rrJ thc lLmrtsur cnthusi.lsr- :lnLl r() r()rrrflrnlcnr (hc

rr;rrionrl tuidcs such :rs Appro.rchcs ro Ircel histrrrf llrc.rclt in cxisrcncc. lnrlccrl
rhc publislrtrs sLrlrllcsr thiLt ir nrighr tirrm rhc brsis lirr r scrics of sintilxr
r(t;()url {ui(lcs.

Erch chlfrcr is s rirrcn b1 rn inJiviJurl spccirlrsr rnLl :rficr inrroclucrions ro rhc
rr)lk of thc rnorc rrnporr:rrrl locrl sru.lics librlrics :rnt] rccorLl r>flltcs, is rrr:rngcd
lry rolic. 'l hcrc erc ,.h:rfrcrs. ti)r crixnrplc. ()n igriaulrurc- p()lulrtiorr. rhc archrrcr
tulc rntl historl ol horrscs. tlnrilv hrsrrrrt. rrr,l mcdicvirl ahLlrch historl. An
irrtcrcsril1g lpprouch is thrLt c:rch r0iric chlftcr inrlutlcs I (rsc srurlV ro
.lcnronsttltc rhc us( ()i rclc\':urt s()ur(cs.

Thc lrlumc is * cll pro,.lLrcctl. rl ith norcs ;1nd i sclcc bibliogrephr'. Ir sccnts ro
nl(cr its str!cd ainrs.;rnLl is cxcclltrrt rlrluc er rltc pricc.

Pcrrr, N'I. Thc albarross inherirancc: local studies librarics. Library Managc,
mcn(, 6(1) 1985 [rvhole issue]. MCB lJniversitl. Press. 5lpp. d24.95.
lstsN o {J6176 227 4

This rvork is in parr r gootl srrlighrt'irrrvrrd accounr of thc work of iL local studics
Iibrary. .rnci in par t r discussion of rhc llhcc of su(h e dcpannrenr in rhc managc,
nlcnt scructurc of thc libren ls e s-holc. Canrbridgc librerv is uscd ro proridc
cxemplcs r:f uscls. thcir cnguirics anrl thc nrarcrills and n'tcthods uscrl to answcr
lhcrrr.'l hc cximplc ot Canrblidgcshirc is elso rakcn [o dc\'(lop rhc xurhor's argu,
nlcnr thar localsrudics librxrics. l)cc:rusc ofthcir ildividuelirv.:rrc nor fa!ourcd bv
litrrurt nrrnrsentcnt.rrd. rrr,lccJ rr,.rrcr:rb"rrrs'nrcnrbr:t.ruqerlrcvJ',r.orcasilv
con firrnr rO I prc-ordilincd fiftcrn of nt,Iltxgemcnt srructurc. 'l hc various ups lnd
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downs in the fortuncs ofthc Cambridge local collcctioo arc chloniclcd, with nruch

critical comment on the ways io which various nalegemen! dccisions ovcr rhc

years heve affected the service. Cambridgcshire is mcreiy an exanPle, howevcr:

the euthor feels chat local collections generally ere undcr-regarded and under

resourced, and that evcn the profession itself undervalues rhem

This is an individualistic contribution which is well n'orth rcading not nany

local srudies librerians are so controversial in Plint but the pricc, even for an A4

paperback, seems much too high.

Dates for your Diary

Thc following meetings ere plenned over the next few months and will be advcr'
riscd shortly. For further dctails contact the person named. Othcr mectiogs will be

erranged during the year in various pxrts ofthe country kccp your cyes open for
noticesl

North Vest Branch. 5th March. 1986. Visi! ro Prcscot \flatch Museurn.

2lrd April, 1986. \flilmslow. Famiiy history.

Conrect: Diana Winterbotham, The Lancashire Librery, Corporation Strcet,
Preston, PRl SRILI.

Scottish Branch. 19th March. 1986. Motherweli. Local scudies at local lcvcl.

Contact: Don Martin, rifilliam Patrick Mcrnorial Library, Campbell Avcnuc,

Kirkintilloch. Glasgow, G66 lD! .

Stamford. 21st Mey, 1986. Domesday lbr the amatcur. This is the latest of chc

highly successful nccrings held annually in Starnford. As well as specialist

speakers the meetiog *'i11 include a visit to the major Domcsdey cxhibition at

Stamford museum.

Contact: Elizabeth Melrose, Rcfctence Library. Free School Lanc, Lincoln,
T,N? l EZ

Loughborough. 19rh-21st September 1986.It is hoped rhat the Groupwillhold a

weekend school. More details Iacer.

The course on audiovisual materials advertised for Novcnber 11dr et the Lib
rary Associarion had co be postpooed. It wjll now takc placc on,1th March

1986.



Notes and News

Wandsworth Historical Society has produced thc first of a scries of Guides ro
Local History Sources, covering l)irectories. While dealins with all local direc
torics relating to the Borough of Wandsw,lrth, it has sections on the usc of ciirec
torics assourcc material and oncariv London directories gencrally. so it isofhelp
beyond the lmmedr.rtc area. Compilecl bv Rita Ensing. copics of the Guiilc rlay
be obtainecl from H. Sirrs, J1 Flill Court. Putnev IIill. London SW15 (rUB at
t 1 .00 post frce.

David Hayns, *'ho r.as Field Offlcer lor rhc British Associarion for Local
History until lack of funds forccd his dismissal has bcen appoinred Dcpury Direc
tor of rhc Cheshire Rural ComnLrnity Council. Many of our rnembcis will have
ncc hin at confcrences and mccrings, and u,ill wish him s,ell in his ne*,job:
hopeful\'he rvill be ablc ro continue his active inrcresr in local historv.

Congraculations ro our Hon. Trczsurer', Bernard Nurse. rr,ho has been
appointed Librarian ofthe Society ofAnriquarics. He takcs rLp his eppoiormcnc ac

Burlington House in April next, on rhc rctiremcnr of MrJohn Hopkins, MA, FSA,
rvho scarted s'ork in rhe iibrzrv in l9jl.

The Local Srudies Librarian nuntbcrs its volrrntes convenrionaliy, zs most
Iibrarians flnd it convcnient ro link a volunte nunrLrer r,,,ith a calcndar year. As rhc
rotal nunrber of pagcs in each voluntc rs sntrll. rn indcx h.rs nr,r hrchcrr., becn
consir.lcrcd appropriarc. It is, ho* cver, inrcndcd to produce an indcx to volumcs
I 5.

The maeazinr Locel Hisrorv non hls netrrll 1.000 subscribers ancl is
lnrdgrtinptohave1.500byrhccnclotrl\\rL,,nrllrJrlNlL\ ir8r,) Nc.rr11 halfof
thosc subscribing r.c cithcr in llbreries. rccoril offices. tuuseunts or educational
establishmcnts. Sinc(,its inccption Local llistor1. has grown from 20 peges Lo

ll.uncl thc currcnt subscription ratcis !il.f(l Thc N,llv issue sarv thcstartofa
serirs o[ articles ah(rut horv photLrllraphers und photographv can ]rclp local
historr'. and dLrc to start soon is il friLcticul guid( to publishinu.

'I'he publishcrs. Susln ancl Roltrr I lxvlrcl. havc asked Lrs lo rcmind oLrr
relclers crl t he NoticehoiLrd scction of Local Historl ! 0 n,orcls in cvcrv issuc tcr
all subscribers.

for rn,.rrc detuils cont.Lct I_,:rc;tl llistorv. 3 l)evonshire proncnade.
Nottinshanr NG7 -2DS. Tei: ((l(,01) 7i)0169.



The Dorothy McCulla Memorial Prize

Harold Nichols rvas prcscnted uith rhc 198'1 l\{c(-ulla Prizc rt thc LSG LorJrrrr

znd Homc (-ounties Branch oreeting et rhe GLrildhall I-iblali on Novcmbcr llrh
As cited in a previous issue. this *as prcscnted lo him for his contribution to lrrr-rl

srudies as a librarian. as en auchor lnd es a tcacher o1 Loc studics librarr'rrl'

ship.

The rccipicnr of thc aq'trd lbr l glJj is NIarSxrct Lvans. $ ho hxs rcccndv t crircd

hon'i York Unrvcrsitr librert. It is in rccogrrition of hcr sork in cscablisiring thc

local studies databasc rt \',:rrk Univcrsitt. rvlrh lts erctttulL elnl ot crcetirrS 'r

nation:rl bib[ographical rcsoutcc for Local studics LLrcnturc An rrriclc bl Nfiss

Evans appcarcd in LSI- 1(1) Sumr)ler 198i. P. I 9 21 Thc Y(rrk volunrc mcnrionccl

thcre is ap;,ro;Lching pLLblicarion Arrrngcrncnts *ill bc mxd( shortll irr rhc prc-

SCnration ccrcmon\'.

Nominations tnav norv bc nttdc tbr thc 19li(r prizc. Ir{enibcrs erc |crnirlclcd rhat

thc xrrerd Nes csreblishcd bl thc I-SC in mcnrcrrr of L)orolht'N{cCulh of Bir

ninghzn, anrl is erver,lcd annurLLv ro rhc rncmbcr tho. in thc lrpinion ofthc (.orr

mrrtcc. hxs conrributcd nrost to locll studics Librerienship A iiLrthcr noticc \riLl

appcar lercr. bLrt nonrin:rtions shouLl bc irt thc hrrlrls of rhc Hr)n Sccrcr;lr\' b\' J Isl

Augusr 1986.

.'f'r€

Information Vanted

The editor u ould likc to hcar fronr anvorrc s ho is or hes bctn conccrncd * irh rnr

of the folLoxing:
L t{SC lrcjccts conccrncd sirh krcal historl (cg suLrjccr. rlrtcs. clulrLrr,rr.

rcsults).

2. Librerics rvith offlcial polic1 statcmcnts on locrl hrston collcctions.

I. The est.rbLishrlcnr of loctl histor\ gr()uPs ntccttttg itt brrrrch librerics
.1. Infbrmarion from liblzrics lirh pLLblishing Prollrrmtncs.

This is rhc last call tirr inlirrmetion to lrtl;, *rrh rtlv conlriburion ro British Lilr

rarianship and Lrlbrmerion lXi)rk. l98t 8t subnrission cLrtc is rhc cnLl of
NIerch. \i'hile I *ouLd pelricularlv s clcomc infirrmrtion on thcsc ropics. informr
rion ()o xny aspects of Lrc;r1 stuclics librrri;rnship * ould hclp. ltlv thrnks to rhlrsc

*ho havc alreedy * rirrcn.

Nc*s ofiniretilcs bl librerilns is, ofcoursc,',r'clcotrtc:rt rrt] tintc lol noritc in

l-SI-. Plcasc kccp io touch this is rhc orrll j,lurnel oi irs kirrd.
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LSG Committee 1986-87

The Group Connittee lbr 1986-87 is es lollorvsr

Chairman: Chris N{akepeacc, Grcarcr Manchester Planning Dcpartrncnt.

Vice-Chairman: IanJan'ricson, School of Librer-iznship end [nformetion Studies,
Nervcestlc Polytechnic.

Hon. Secretary: Paul Srurgcs. Depr.of Librzry end Infbrnution Studies, Lough
borough University.

Assistant Hon. Secretary': Robin Ansell, Somcrsct County Librerv.

Hon. Treasurer: Elizabcrh iUclrosc, I-incolnshirc Countv Library.

Members: Patrick Baird, Birntinghan'i Public Librarjes
Devid Cousins, Kcnr CoLrntv Library
Michacl Dewe. Collcge of Librarianship, Wales
Brian Hall, Dept. of Librarianship, Birrningharn Polytechnic
Ian Maxted, Dcvon County Library
Bcrnard Nurse, London Borough of Sourhs'ark Libraries
l\4i.h-el Per1. (:rr briJgeshrrc Libr.rrirs

Branch representatives: Scottish: Don N{artin, Strathkelvin Districr Libraries
North \,Tcstcrnt Diana Winrcrborharn, The Lancashire Library
London and Homc Counties: Julian V'arson, London Borough of Gr€en
rr'ich Libraries

As can bc seen t'ion the ftlcgoing list, the Gloup hes conmirree membcrs nl
most parts ofthe couorry. Ifyou hxvc en\, ideas or sugglcsrions for rhe Commirrcc
plcase do not hesitrre ro conlxct lour neaLest connittee nlember or lhc
Hon. Secretary.

Srop Press: An Easrcrn Counties Branch hes jusr been {ormed, basically coverrng
Eest Anglia. Fot furrhcr details conracr Elizabcth Watthews, Counry Record
Office, County Hall. Ipss'ich, Suffblk, IPI zJS.

21



),1




