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Editorial

Conservation is a topic mrrch in the ne$s at pr(scnt. rrith tlic Rutclillc rcport.

reviewcd in this issue, ancl thc t'stablishmcnt oi a (--onservalion Dcl)drtnle t lt
the British Librarl. lu rvcll as the l.ibrarv Association's own sub cornmlttet on

conservation. It is a topic. however. which has been ol importiLnce to local

studies librarians for manv vearst for rvhat is thc use of spcnding time searching

for material jf it is not to bc conserved for losteril\ ? N{uch of the mateial rvt'

acquire is ephemeral in naturt', produced on poor qLralitv paper. and not intcndecl

to survivc the topicalitv,lf its message: incrcasinglv. too. the information wc

store is produced in other forms, such as audio or video tape. $hose lifespan has

not yet been established. Although \\'c cldim ro Ix maintaining collections for
{uture use, very ferv libraries in fact have proper faciiities to provide for the

storage of materials so that rhev clo not deteriorate. Veri' fcw librarics, for
instance, have air conditioncd stacks, though it has been kno$n for many !ears
that temper.rture and humidity control can considerabl,v extcnd thc lifc of
documents. Wear and tear through incrcasing usagc also poses problems: somc

ofthese can be overcome bv the use ofcopies or ofmicrolorni, although the latter
is not popular with users. If microreaclers and printers becamc lcss tiring to reacl

and easier to use. they uould bccorne more acceptable.

Deterioration of stock is not the only problcm for librarians, though it is

perhaps thc major onc. Securitv is another. While much of rvhat wc acquirc is

not of great monctary va1ue. much o{ it is unique ancl irreplaccablc. and pre

cautions must bc takcn to see that it cloes not clisappear. Theft sccrns to bc an

increasing problem - uith hcavier usage of naterial there is d tendenr\ ior
more to vanish, and there havc bccn reports of more valuable matt'rial bcing

stolen. Security tagging is difficult with much of our stock. but some methcxl
necds to bc dcvised to protect our collcctions iirr frrtutc rrse.

This question of conservation is important. As has been said often enough
before, if we do not collect and consen'e material, who else will2 How seriouslv
do you - or your autho ty treat this probicm?

The editor thanks all those rvho have scnt information and publicatiuns
foilowing his rcquest in the last issue. Please keep them coming thc more the
merrier I If sufficient new publications are received it would be possible to have a

review article on library publications in the LSL.



Available for all to use?
libraries

Planning documents in public

This is:n edned version of :r p.rpcr g;!cn at a scminar on information resources for lcisurc
and recreation, held on 3rd Novembcr 1983, jointly organised by RSIS and Aslib. As a

result, the bias is ton'rrds docurncnts ivhich rclate to tourism. recre;rion and lcisurc and nor
pl:nning docunrents generally, although many of thc things rhat were s:id would apply
cqually to other documen* published by planning departments.

An imponant sourcc of local information is ro be found in documents,
reports etc vrhich are published by planning depanments, but there is a
serious problcm in trying to trace what has been published, by which
section of the department and when. As many of the publications which
emanate from planning depanments are of local interest and importance, it
is expeced that copies will bc found in local public iibraries. However, this
is not always thc case and it bccomes apparent rhat rhere are serious gaps in
library holdings if these are checked with availablc information on pianning
dcpartmcnr publications. Vhy is this the case? This paper tries to answer
this question and to discover thc cxtcnt of the shonfall in public libraries
and whether thcrc are any tlpcs of material which are not picked up or
whether the gaps are in all types of material.

Vhat do planning departments publish?

On the surlace, this might appear to be an easy qucstion ro answer, but on
investigation it is discovered that it can bc thc rnost diffrcult of a.ll quescions
simply because few planning <icpartments produce comprehensive lists of
what the depanrncnt publishes. (By publicarions I am including reporrs,
books, pamphlets and leaflets). Capital Planning Information is making an
attempt to collcct and list as much of this material as is possible, bur how
many libraries actually use URBANDOC as a means of checking for what
they have missed is uncertain. Cenainly some librarians are aware that
C,P.l. is discovering marerial which has escaped the net in rhe past. For
example, whcn onc local studics librarian in the north wcst was approached
by C.P.I., it q as discovered that there was material that had bcen missed
although the librarian was under the impression thar the planning
departmenr haC senr copies of cvcry.thing. This rlpe of situation is probably
repeated on numcrous occasions throughout the country.

Since 1974 there has been an incrcasing number of plans produced
covering general as u'ell as specihc subjects. Many of these go under the
herding of "1ocal plans", but somc documents arc very substanrid, oftcn



running to several volumes. The material which librarians hear abour or
which is referred to in the press is only the tip of the iceberg as there are

often many shorter documents produced for the public which are not sold
but given away kee of charge. There is also material which planning
depanments publish on a commercial basis, such as Cheshire Counry
Planrung Depanment's "Man's imprint on Cheshire". This latter group of
materials is probably the easiest of all to trace as it often reaches B.N.B. as

well as local bookshops and is reviewed in the local press. Of the other
rypes of material, it is usually the free ieaflet rJpe that is the most difficuh to
trace and often, when the librarian comes to hear about it, it is out-of-prinr.

In addition to documents and repons which specifically relate to plans

for a particular area, there is a growing tendency for planning departments
to use rhe statistical information which they have collected as the basis for
publications. For instance, Manchester Ciry Planning Depanment has

compiled and published an excellent series on individuai wards, including
some general information on the recreational provision in the area.

Fonunately, copies were sent to the Central Library. Likewise, some

authorities have produced lists of their buildings of architectural or hisroric
interest, which can be used by the visitor as a guide to the more intercsring

buildings in the area. The same applies to leaflets produced on conservation
areas.

The main problem is to establish what planning departments produce.
One gets the distinct impression that even with local authorities generally
there is no co-ordination in publishing and little co-operation between
departments. For example, an attempr is being made to compile a

bibliography of all recent publications, in the widest sense of the word, on
the Castlefield area of Manchester. All bodies involved were asked to
supply copies o{ everything their organisation published both
retrospectively, currently and in the future. Few did so with any degree of
regulariry. An attempt to discover whether the G.M.C. Planning Depart
menr issued a list of its publications was met witb the sstement that one

was being prepared, but no approach has been made to at least one section

which has published about 20 separate leafler. Eventually a sort of list sras

traced to a repon presented to the Planning Committee which listed those

items which were for sale and their price. However, it was obvious that

there were many gaps in this list.

Sometimes, individual sections of a planning depanment will produce
lists of publications in which they have been involved. For example, the

Countryside Group of the G.M.C. Planning Department compiled a list of



ali their publications and added to it those published by the various river
valley and country park wardens. Unlortunately, this iist is not kept up to-
date, but it is at least a guidc.

To check whether G.M.C. was unique in not having a list of planning
department publications, I sent two junior membcrs of staff to several othcr
planning depanmenrs in thc area ro try ro obtain lists o{ their publications.
In every case it was discovered that no overall list existed. Though many
did have a rJpescript which could be consulted by the public on requesr
giving the various publications which were for salc, no mention was made
of the free leaflets which might have been available.

There are one or two sources which do list planning depanment
publications. Mention has alrcady been made of URBANDOC, but Town
Planning Review also includes occasional references to planning material:
for instance, in the autumn of each year rhere is usually a list of
conservation area leaflets rhat havc been published in the preceding ycar.
Some of the other planning journals and those relating to architecture and
design also refer occasionally to planning documents. The Essex design
guides, for instance, were widely reviewed in both the planning and
architectural journals. However, as rhesc items do not appear with any
regularity, it is necesary to scan each one in case there is something of local
imponance mentioned.

Having established that rhere were difficulties in finding out what was
published, an attempt was also made to ascertain whether there was any
specific policy abour ietting libraries have copies of newly pubiished
material automatically. Generally no such policy existed although in some
cases, where a library had been used for an exhibition, it was often allowed
to retain copies of items which had been on display. How many copies of
thc lcaflets were also retaincd and preserved is an unknown quanriry. In one
or two cases, a morc cnlightened view has been raken by the planning
off,cer concerned, with copies of eveqnhing that is produced on a particular
subject being sent to local libraries, but how much is actually retained and
how much is illicitly removcd from rhe library is not known.
Unfonunately, planners tend not to think of libraries wanring the more
ephemeral material. For instance, in July 1983, the Greater Manchester and
City of Manchester Planning Departments organised a rwo day conference
on new uses for buildings. Amongst the material which those atrending
received was a wallet containing details of the buildings to be visited, each
buiiding having an individual sheet containing a brief history of the
building, details about its conversion and an illustration. A check vrith
Manchester's Local History Library after the event revealed that no one



had passed a copy over. Fortunately, I had kept one or two sets for jusr

such a situation.

The 6rst conclusion that can be drawn, therefore, about planning
depanment publications is that they are difficult to trace and rhat rarely
does a complete list o{ such publications exist even within the department
itself. Although it may be possible to trace major rcports, lesser documents
and leaflets are ofren vinually impossibie to trace unless copies are given to
the library, or the librarian or a member of staff is made aware of tbeir
existence.

Associated bodies

In addition to material published directly by planning departments, thcrc is
a growing volume of lirerature relating to tourism, recreation and lcisurc
being published by people such as river valley and country park wardens.
Although these people may not be employed directly by the local planning
department, many of the publications are the resulr of suggestions made,
often in vague terms, in general reports about the area in question. ln somc
cases, these river valleys and country parks are controlled by a joint
committee of the local authorities involved in it and often including
planning depanments. For exarnple, the Hollingworth Lake Counrry Park
near Littleborough is managed by such a joint committee. Several

publications have been produced by the wardcns on behalf of the joint
Committee and are availablc to the public. The Local Studies Librarian at
Rochdale has made a conscious e{fort to trace all these publications and
ensure that copies are to be found in the local studies collection. In the case

o{ part o{ the Croal Irwell Valley, it was the planning officer concerned
who ensured that all publications for which she was responsible or hcard
about were passed on to the local libraries.

It must be remembered that some material which is pubiished for
visitors to an area is produced not by the planning department, but by
other departments within thc local authoriry. As with those items for which
the planning depanment or wardens are responsible, it can be extremely
diffcult to trace what has been published, by which depart-
ment and when. It is, therefore, imponant to take into account all local
authoriry departments when considering publications.

Vhat material is to be found in public libraries?

Having obtained a sort o{ list of publications issued by both Manchester
City and the Greater Manchester Counry Planning Departments, a check



was made to see how much of this material had actually found its way inro
various libraries, most notably Manchester Central Library. lt was
discovered rhat holdings were by no means complete. Most of the major
reports were to be found, but many of the leaflets were not. Structure
plans, for instance, were well represenred, but repons on river valleys were
not. As for leaflets and summaries ol thc reporr, rcry lew of rhese were to
be traced through the catalogue, although copies might have been found in
departmental frles and not fully catalogued.

. On the narrower subject field of the Castlefreld Heritage park, I had
hopcd thar the coverage in the Local History Library would ha",e b"en
fairly comprehensive. On checking the catalogue, there appeared to be very
little in thc library. However, on making further inquiriei it was discovered
that some of the material, although by no means all of it, had been lied in
the miscellaneous collection of ephemera as most of it was in leaflet form.
This is.nor really satisfactory, as a stranger to Manchester looking for
material on rhe arca might not be aware rhat there are other sequence; that
have to be checked for material. Vhen the bibliography *hich is being
compiled on rhe area was checkcd with the library holdings, items such ai
the action plan were found to be missing and some of rhe viry laresr leaflets
q ere nor in rhe c.rllecrion cither.

Making matcrial available to thc public
It is all very well caraloguing the major reports on an area, but often these
tend to bc rather dull and dreary documents and of little interest except ro a
pianner or someone planning ro undertakc development in rhe area
concerned. Tie general public is o{ten interested in the leaflet qpe of
material which summariscs reporrs or tells them what is available in th. *av
of facilities or whar is planned. It is these documents which are often the
most difficult to rracc in fte library and most usually absent from
collections. F.ven if they are is in stock, they are probably filed away and as
a rcsuft can easiiy be ovcrlookcd or missed. It is, therefore, important to
ensure rhar not only the rcpons in their cntirety a.e ente.ed in the
catalogue, but also the leaflets. If these can be left in box files where
mcmbers of the public can easily gain acccss ro thcm to see what there is, so
much the bctter

Problems of acquisition

The problems of acquisirion were summed up a few weeks ago by David
Taylor, Manchesrer's Local History l-ibrarian, when I was diicusiing this



paper v/ith hirn. Recalling the difficulties I had encountered a decade earlier
in obtaining pubJications from the various departments of the Town Hall,
he commented that things had not improved in that time, and went on to
say that it was often easier to obtair material from the local Arndale Centre
than it was from the Town Hall itself. When various members of the
Planning Depanment were asked why this might be the case, they admitted
that they had not given libraries any thought, except when they wanted to
use libraries for an exhibition. It is a question of trying to educate such
people in the need to ensure that the library receives copies of cverything,
however ephemeral, that is produced.

I conclude with a few suggestions on hovr the situation might be

improved to ensure that libraries have a better coverage of this qpe of
material. Partly this is aimed at improving current a$rareness and partly at

the need to ensure that local studies libraries have as comprehensive a

collection of local material as possible. At the iame time, this material
should be made more accessible to members of the public wanting to
consult it either for research purposes or simply to know what is being
propored {or an area or what there is ro ree.

The easiest way for the problem to be overcome would be for all local

authorities to centralise their publication and printing in a separate
department, staffed by rhose srho are skilled in the work of publicarion,
and also graphic design and marketing and distribution. If adopted, this
might result in publications being given ISBNs and ultimarely finding their
way into B.N.B. It might also result in someone in authoriry being aware of
what is being published and being able to co ordinate the authoriry's
publication programme. However, in a time of financial restrainr, it is

unlikely that this rype of system will be implemented.
'What other methods can be employed by libraries to improve their

coverage?

i) Try to persuade the chief planning offrcer of the importance of sending

at least one copy of everything that is pubiished, reports and leaflets, to
the library. Preferably, rwo copies should be sent so that one copy can

be on public display and one kept for permanent preservation.
ii) Planning departments should be encouraged to compile lists of

publications, including those of related bodies, and to keep them up to
date. Having being compiied, they should be circulated.

iii) Local papers should be scanned as they often refer to local planning
repons in a fair amount of detail when they relate to the paper's

circulation area.



iv) Staf{ shouid be encouraged to pick up material at exhibitions they visit_
Evcn if the library receives several copies, it is far better than hauing no
copies at all.

v) If the authoriry prints its material in house, it might be possible to
arrange with the depanment concerned ro pur one copy of everything
printed on one side to be collecred larer by the library. This mighi
require the agreement of the chief officers concerned, but here the hilp
of the chief librarian should be enlisted.

Once in the library, the material should be made as accessible as
possible. Permanent acquisitions need to be catalogued: this should include
leaflets, traiis, and similar items, as well as fuli length repons.

In answer to thc question posed at the beginning of this paper, I would
say that there is a lot of material published by planning depanments which
is not as accessible as it ought to be. The situation can be improved if it is
accepted that if a document is intended for the public, the public library rs
the best place for it to be deposited as it is open longer hours rhan tovrn
halls. How much material escapes rhe ner, it is impossible ro say. but if a
system of brbliographical control was established, it would be easier to
build up a comprehensive collection both for current awareness purposes
and for maintaining a historic record for future researchers.

C.E. Makepeace
Chairman, ISG

Notes and News

A three ycar course leaciing to the Certificate in Local History is offered bv the
Unir.r'it I ut I r iccsrcr. lr is designed ro mrrr r he nerds oJ rhore u irh .in intere,f
in iocal history and who wish to devclop thcir competence by part time study.

Further dctails of this course, which will be held in Northampton, are
available from Mr. R. L. Greenall, Aduit Education Department, University of
Leicester. Leicester LE1 7RH.



Conservation in Libraries: a review of the Ratcliffe
Report

Ratclif{e, F. W. Preservation policies and conservation in Brit:ish
libraries. British Library, 1984. (Library and Information Research
Report 25.) 19.50. ISBN 0 7121 3035 6

The purpose of the Ratclif{e Report (the name bv which this document is

already widelv known) was to find out the facts aborit conservation in British
libraries. to find out what is bcing done. what policies and plans of action have
been draq'n up, and also to fincl out the kind of training available to librarians
and practising conservators. As usual with works on conservation, thc results
o[ rhi. inrestrgatron are rriphrcning.

In recent years librarians have been made n ell arvare o{ the jmportance of con
seNation. The flooding of Florence in 196(r brought home the vulnerability of
iibrarv stocks to natural disasters anci soon a{ters,ards there was quite a sudden
realization that. even without the intervcntion of natural disasters. stocks were
deteriorating at a rapid rate. The deterioration rvas being caused bv a combina
tjon of factors. chiefl,v poor storagc conditions, poor manufacturing materials
and processes. and grcatlv increased usage o{ librarv stocks by readers. all
aSgravated bv a decrease in the number of craftsmen able to put matters fight.
Despitc this a\\,'areness bv librarians, nothing much sccmed to be being done,
and cenainl.v no nc\1 money was being made available for conservation.

The Cambridge University Library Conservation Projcct was therefore ser
up under the direction of Dr. Ratcliffe to uncove. the facts. The Project Steer
ing Committee vcry carefullv dralted two questionnaires, one to be sent to
librarians and thc other to be sent to training instjtutions. Samples of 418
libraries (including public, academic and government departmental libraries)
and 275 training institutions (including schools of librarianship and instiru
tions which llere thought to teach conservation and bookbinding) were
chosen. A high level of response was achieved and about 80% of the library
questionnaires and 8)% ol the training questionnaires were returned. The
reporr analtrcs the cumpletrd qrrerrionnaires.

The librarv survev showed that most library stocks are heavily used and are

therefore subject to corresponding heavv wear and tear. Very {ew libraries are
able to control their storage conditions and even Iewer make any attempt to
monitor those conditions. New employees have little knowledge of conserva
tion when the)' begin theil careers in librarianship and hardlv any libraries
undertake in house training. There are probably no librarics making use of
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microforms in conservirt;on. and in any case such a scheme would be too
expensite. 'fherc *as irn enthusiastic response to the suggestion that some
kind of national advisory centre should be cstablished. although thcre was no
.rBrecmrnr ,rn ilr exact rolc trr ltration.

In rounding off the discussion of thc librarv questionnaires the rcport com'
ntentsl

Whilst the rcsponses to ther indiviclual questions arc important in
themselvcs thev cannot conve)' ihe scnse of unease which a perusal of all the
indilidual returns induces. Collectir.cll thev creatc an impression rrhich
amounts to unsolicitcd evidenc( of tlrc educational ncecl anci the lorv prrorirr
traditionrrlll arttchccl to conservation rr hich is difficult to quantifr..

It has alrvavs Lx'en rnv impression thrt of all thc libraries it is public librarits
which lre lcast conccrned lrith conscrvation. Local historl, collections are thc
one notablc exceftion to this. a foint $hich is mcntionc'cl in the rcport:

Public libraries have krng since rrracfu l<ral historl their undisputecl provin.e
ancl. in fact. nlanl ret!rrns lrom these libraries indicatt-cl rhis as a prime field.
in ',rn-r t.t*r. rhc.' l- fr ILI. nl lr, { r\dlr,'n acti\ilJ
Thc public librarv anitud(,appcars to l)e thxt conser\arion is [or old and rare

rnateria) (not to sav strr[f1. boring. ircademic and elitist naterial). and thcrcforc
thcre is linlc point in rr rrn ing nhrut it. Public librarians seenr Lo regarrl their
collcctions as cphemcral ancl attach rnorc importance to getting the stuff used

r ther than nraking sur( it lasts lor anr lcngth of tinrc. Horvelr:r. thc figures in
tl'r(. report ar('(luit(,startling on this point. About l5 7, o1 the pLrblic librarrcs rn
thc sanrple (28 orrt of llll) intenrl ro rctain all thcjr stock p('rmanentlv. and
alrout 39%, of prrblic libraries (71 out ol lfl:1) intenrl to rt,tain ll0% or morc of
their stock permancntl\'l iVll imprc'ssions about public librirries rvi,re wrong
and thcrc is no rvonder that lhel rrre $orricd lbout conservation.

Analvsis of thc training qucstionnilircs shorvs that l)oth the education of
librarians ancl the t'ducllion ol conscrvillors is inadcquatr. Sclen of thc schools
ol librarianship cljcl not hrthcr to rrturn the qlresti(xrnairc. so prcsumablv con
scnation is not t:tught at all in thosc institlrtions. -I'he rcport acknorvleclgcs
that librarians shrluld not hc c-onscnrLtors. bLrt thci,should bc sufficientiv
inhrrmctl to cirrc irrr their sttrks prrltrlr ud to call in a const'n ator rrhencver
n(ccsSar\'.

Althrulh the (luesri()nnaircs shos th.rt alnrost.ill libllrians urc now a\!are
rr{ conserr atirrn Ih(r are 5till rrnprc|.rrerl .rncl trncrfiirin aborrt s'hat to do ncxt.
Nlrrre nront'r' (.rs usrrall $ ill solvc srrnre ul the lrrobl:rrr but c[.taili'c] and accLrrate

rstior tcs ol r'osts rrill h.rr e to M ,rrkctl Lrrrt tirst Ihe traditional ilttitu(le in
which lrtrrks lLncl |criorlicrtls rlt-( s('rtt i(ir'lrindinc lrl th( nelr('st rrcruit rvill

LI



have to change and senior members o{ staff need to be involved. Consen'ation

needs to be seen in relation to the whole collection in each library. Every
library cannot permanently retain everything and therefore a national listing of
what is being conserved will need to be started. The report also pojnts ort that
unless education Ior librarians and conservators changes, the future will be

wo.se than the present. A national plan is urgently needed.

The most important statements in the report occur in the final secrion
where a series o{ recommendations are drawn together. These are summariscd
in seventeen points on pages 68 and 69.

The report also contains a glossary and appendixes reprinting thc two
questionnaires, the synopsis o{ a sun'ey of national libraries completed by the

National Library of Canada. the papers sLrbmitted to the Project Steering

Committee. and the papers read at the Dissemination Seminar.

A great deal has been written lately on conservation. almost all about thc
scientilic and practical aspects. Most of the material is at a fairly elementary

level and consequently each new contribution repeats what has already been

written several times elsewhere. a very counter productive state of affairs. The

Ratcli{fe Report does not attempt to explain practical conservation methods.

It is a clear ancl perceptive analysis of whv we ate in a mess and what to dc)

about it. It is the reverse of counter productive. It is not addressed specifically

to lcrcal historv librarians, but it concerns them all. It should be rcad bv everr
librarian in Britain.

John R. Turner.
College of I-ibrarianship Wales.

The Dorothy McCulla Memorial Prize

This award, of !2) and a certificate, is arvarded annually to the I-.S.G.

membcr who. in the opinion of the committee, has contributed most to locai

studies librarianship. Nominations are thcrefore invited for this year's award

from members, chief librarians. and anyone else with a suitable nominee.

Nominations should be received by the Hon. Secretary by 3lst,August 198).
and may bc concerned with any aspcct of local studies librarianship, examples

bcing an inclex, a nerv technique or goocl promotions work.
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Local History and Reminiscence Therapy

I would like to draw the attcntion of LSG mcmbers to the thcrapeutic value of
local historv to clderly people.

Thanks to modcrn medical knorvledge manl' people today live well into their
cighries or ninetics, yet these extra yea.s are not always as enjoyablc as they
could bc. Due to increascd population mobility it is far less common than it uscd

to be for the older generation to live ncar youngcr members of the family who
night draw on thcir long experiencc of life and makc them fcel still uscful.
Instead. many elderly people non live on their own or in homes. whcre they have

little incentive to try to keep themselves mcntally active.

Doctors. psvchologists, social workers and organisations such as Age
Concern and Help the Agcd are bccoming more and more aware ol the impor
tance of having interests in old age as a way of deferring the mental ageing
process as long as possible. Even where this prmess has started it is usually re'
cent memory which is affectcd first. and making active usc oflong-term memory
may help to slow the rate of deterioration. Rcminiscence is a recognised form of
therapy.

Nlanl elderly people are particularlv intcrested in talking about places they
knel rvell whcn thel $'ere younge., whcther or not they still live there. Lcral
studies librarians and local history socicties can be of grcat value by providing
materials lor reminiscence therapy. pcrhaps working together with hospital and
wclfare librarians ancl memlxrs of other professions such as psychologists and

occupational thcrapists. Pictorial materials are always of great interest, and

sound archives are particularlv appreciated by pcople with visual handicaps.

The Library Asscriation Medical. Hcalth and Welfare Libraries Group holds
twice yearly meetings on Reading Therapy at which thc subject of lcral history
is frequentlv mentioncd. A scparate Reading Therapy sub-group is being set up
within the MHWLG. membcrship being opcn to librarians and non librarians,
and anyone who might be intcrestcd in joining is invitecl to contact me. I would
be very interestcd in hearing from anvbody who is already using lot-al history in a

therapeutic context.

Mrs. Eileen Bostle-
Patients'Librarian.

Northwick Park Hospital,
Wadord Road.

Harrow.
Middlesex HA.l 3UJ.
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School Local History Projects: How BALH is
tying to help

During the course of my work for the British Association for I-ocal History I
have visited local studies libraries and local record offices in many parts of thc
country. As an ex schoolteacher I have a particular interest in the waf in

which schools make use of their local resources. It has become very apparent to
me. and I am sure that local studies librarians will have been aware of the situa

tion for a long time, that the.e are ever increasing ciemands being placed upon

librarjes, rccord offices and museums as a result of the emphasis that is being

put upon personal project work b1' some of thc ne$'er history svllabuses. in
particular those of the Associated Examining Board. thc Cambridge Board
(both for'A' level courses) and the Joint Matriculation Board (for the 1(r+
examination). This is happening at a time when there are increasing pressures

in schools both through financial cuts which result in reduced staffing and

through the movements ton'ards curriculum re organisation in manv subject

areas. As a consequence man,v teachers do not have the time and energy

available to embark upon the detaiied research ancl preparation which is

necessary if they are to guide thcir students through project rvork on an

individual basis.

The situation has led to a steadily increasing volume of complaints from

iibrarians. archivists. museum curators and others who are in a position to

provide facilities for reseatch based projcct work. They are finding that thcv
cannot cope with thc many requests for help that they receive from i11 equippcd

and ill prepareci secondary school students (not to mention streams of primrrr
school children arriving to carr-v out project work set by teachcrs who haYe not
bothered to make a preiiminary visit to assess the availability of resourcesl).

There are some fottunate areas u'ith cducation officers based in local record

offices and muscums but. I beiieve. onl,v one librarr' (Birmingham). Horvever.

it is the libraries rvhich hare to bear the greatest initial onslaught of prujelt
researching pupils. Thc whole situation is exacerbated bt the fat:t that libr.trres

and rccord offices also are sr.rffcring fron the clevastating cffccs of local

authority cuts.

It was through recognition of thc problcms outlined abovc that the BALH
Programme and Development Committce. undcr the chairrnanship o[ Ray

Acton. History lnspector for the I-incolnshire Education L)epartnrent. dc'r:ided

to investigate possiblc wals in * hich Lhe Association might ofier positivc help

to schools in devekrping ''eviclence based local historl *ork. We realised that

anything u e offered woulcl be a nrerc drop in thc oceun bur holtd thaL an! ne\
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approaches that rve might devclop could lr taken up bl other boclics and in
othcr parts ol thc countrv. It was agreed to conccnLrate initiallv on students in
thc 1.1-1(r agc group. Wc had the feeling that this is a period dLrring a stLrdent's
school career when:r latent intercst in local historv might be supprcssed by the
heavv demands of GCE or CSE course rvork. Paradoxicallv it is also the periocl

during rvhich students might necd most help in preparing to undertake
pcrsonal local historv proiects.

'fwo courses rvere planned by BALH. Onc rvas a nvo dav non-rcsidential
coursc in Leicester. helcl in l\Iav 1984. thc other a four dav rcsidentiai course
in June. basccl at Saffron \\ralden Youth Flostcl in Essex. The Leicester course
took as its thcmc "Crinre and Povenv in Victorian I-eicester". It involved
l\elve secondan school students from rhree differcnt schools in the citv. whilc
at Saffron \\ralden otrr theme \\'as 'Discorering l-ost Communities". Ilere
se\.cntcen stuclents. from scven different counties. took pa.t. Thc core (rf each
course was docunentary rescarch in libraries ancl record officcs. linked rvith
rvork using mLrsenm displai's and rvith fielclwork. At Leiceste. the fieldwork
elcmeni rvas rather limited rhercas at Saffron Walclen it formed a major part o{
the prollramme.

On both courses the studcnts used carcfullv structured $orkshects as the
basis for their rescarch. I hacl been through all the sources ro assess rhcir
availability ancl suitabilitl, as teaching matcrial. At l-eicester rve $ere able ro
Lrsc. from Aubrcy Stevenson's excellent Lcicesterijhire Studies collection. lcral
ne\rspapers and directories, printccl electoral registcrs. the Report of the
Commissioner to Inrluirc into the Condition of thc Framework Knrtters,
reporb ol the Leicestcr l)ischargcd Prjsoners' Aid Societv. the annual .epofts
of the Leicester Domestic Mission and Ordnancc Sulvev maps. among other
material. The students rvorkecl in four groups. each group in\,estigating r
cliffcrent aspect of the nain theme. To illustrate the range of materials used anci

the waf in rvhich rve tried to intcgrate the usc of various services, the following
is a list of the sources used by the group Nhich investigated "The living and
rvorking conditions of poor peoplc in Victorian Lcicester' '.

Library sources. Report ol the Commissioner to lnquire into the Condition
of thc Framework Knitters. 1845: Reports of rhe Lcicester Domcstic Mission.
l81l(r and 187(r: 'Leicester Journal' 29 November 1{161.

Leicestershire Record Office sources. Census enumcrators' returns.
Burgcss Strcet. 1851: Outdoor Poor Relicf List. 1849: Building plan eight
houses in Burgess Strect. l8)2.

Newarke Houses I\tuseum o{ local history. Rcconstmction of frame
nork knitter's \orkshop.
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Fieldwork, Renains of Victorian terrace housing in Grafton Street WesL.

Typical of the assillnflents covered by this group was the folloq'in8:

'Use the ' 'Outdoor Poor Relief I-ist for 184 9' ' to find out which occupants

of Burgess Street received assistance during that year. Make a list ol thcir
names with the assistancc thev received. Check this list against the 1851

Census Enumerators' Returns for Burgess Street to find out. as far as

possible. thc occupations of those who had received assistance in 1849. Add
the occupatjons to your list.'
During the final session of thc course. based in a workroom kindly provided

by the Leicestershire Museums Education Service. each group had to prepare a

smail display and a short verbal report on its work.

The Saffron Walden course made less use of libraries, although we had an

excellent introductory talk fron John Shaw Ridler at the Town Library on the
types of resource available in local studies collections. Also we used material
photocopied from itcms in the library's collection, including local directnries,
Ordnance Survey maps and eightecnth century Poor Ratc books. In additlon
we used microfilm printouts of thc 1841, 1861 and 1881 Census Enumera
tors' Returns Ior the ton'n. provided by the local studies library at Colchester.
When we repeat the course this summer we hope to make greater use of the
Saffron Walden collections.

The aim on both courses was to impart the following background
information and basic techniques:

Library and record office. Introduction to scope of collections: use of
finding aids: procedure for requesting documents: use of original documents:
use of microfilm.

Museums. Examination and evaluation of artefacts and displays as evidencc
which can trc related to documentary sources: sketching of museum displays.

Fieldwork. Examination of surviving field evidence as evidence for life in
the past: relating field cvidencc to documentary sources: field sketching.

Writing of summary accounts based on historical evidence.

Encouraged by the success of the 1981t courses. BALH is to run further
courses this year. on similar lines. We will be repeating the Saffron Walden
"Young Historians' Workshop" and will run a Iurther residential course at
Matlffk Youth Hostel, whcre the thernc will be "lnvestigating Lcad Mining
and Lead Miners". In addition rve have planned a th.ee day non residcntial
coursc for schools in thc Portsmouth area. This will follow closcly thc pattern

ol the Leicester course and will make use of the excellent facilities offered by
the Portsmouth Central Library. Poftsmouth City Records Office and the
Portsmouth City Museums Service. The theme will be ' 'Crime. Povertv and
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Public Health in nineteenth ccntury Po.tsmourh", highlighting the onetine
sclualid conditions in that norv verv clean city I

We hope that our efforts will rcsult in at least a hanclful of students being
better preparcd to embiirk upon their own pcrsoflal project work. lf at the samc
time we hclf to nurturc som€ future adult locai historians rve will have helped
to further the stated aim of BALH "to promote thc advancement of public
education through thc studv of local history"

A cletailed illustrated report on the 198,1 courses is included in my "Field
Officer's Report for Deccmber 1983 December 1984" (S2.00 inc. postage).
availablc from the Secretarv/Administrator. British Association for Local
History. The N'lill Milnager's House. Cromford LIill. MAILOCK. Derbyshire
DE4 IRQ (Phone: 0(r2 982 1768).

David Havns.
Field Officer.

Briri,h A:.o,iarion lor Lu..,l Hi\ror\.

Information Wanted

NIr. Stephen Grccn. Hcad of the Newspaper Library. The British Library,
Newspapcr Library. Colinclale Avenue, London NW9 )HE, writes: British
Librarianship and In{ormation Work, l98l-85.

I have been asked -- and l:rm much honoured to writc thc chapter for the
1981 85 cdition of the Library Association's British I-ibrarianship and
Information Work on 'news librarics and newspaper collections'.

If I writc solely {rom the perspectir,c o[ wh.Lt I feel I know. the chaprer is likely
to bc undul,v influenced bv dcscriptions of activities in nhich the British Library
t 
'lcwspaper 

Librar,v has had somc dcgrct' of influence or activity or particip.rtion.

For instance. in 1983 I attended a fascinating meeting in Sramford organised
b,v thc Local Stuclies Group on aslccts of the newspaper and its exploitatit,n
relevant to that area. Equally. I knorv bv reputation of a numbcr of cxciting local
inclering projccts. I am hcavilv convinced therc is much morc I clon't know.

'fo dirninish the risk of wcaring metropoliran blinkcrs. could I appeal tcr

librarians anyrvhcrc in the UK to send me anv information or opinions they may
have relevant to these five vears conccrn ing ne\4 \ln fer pro\ l\ion. usc, storage or
preservation ? Any contribution. from clcgant essay to the hastv scrawl. rvill bc
nlost wclcome. I cannot guarantee that every of{ering in thc anticipatecl flood will
bc Lrsed. but everv contrlbutor rvill i)e sent the draft chaptcr on which to comment
ancl all contributions which are significantly quarried will be acknowlcdgcd.
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Committee Matters

The LSG committee met at Birmingham Central Library on 20th March.
Among the items discussed were the following:

1. LA Working Party on Branch and Group finance. The Committee had been

consulted by this body on its far reaching proposals. lf adopted, it was felt that

thc LSG would probably end up better off.

2. LA Report ofthc Futures Working Party. Committee mernbers discussed this
important paper at some length. Comments arising, u'hich rvould be

communicated to the LA. included: a) lf more work is to be devolved on thc
LSG, then ext.a resources will be required; b) We rvish to maintain the

category of Affiliated Personal Membcr; c) We strongiy urge that entrv inlo
the profession by part tine study be rc introduced.

3. Scottish Branch. It was reported that Norma Armstrong is to rctire this l/ear
as Chairman of the Scottish Branch. Shc has held the post sincc thc branch's

rncepr ion rn Orr.,ber lqRO.

4. Eastern Counties Branch ? Mike Petty had inforned the Acting FIon.

Secretary of his wish to establish such a braoch. The Committee garc 
'ls

approval in principle.

1. Alan Ball Medallion. It was reported that this award, named aftcr the

Borough Librarian of Harrow. woulcl be fundcd by the London and Homc
Counties Branch of thc Library Association. l'hc medallion would go to thc
bcst local studies publication issucd by a local authoritl,. Conmittee members

wclcomed this original idea. The Hon. Treasurer would sit on the seleclion

panel.
Robin Anscll.

Assistant Hon. Secretary.

LSG Committee, 1986-87

The present comnittcc will complete its term of officc at the end of 1981. and
nominations for officers ancl conmittec rncmbers will be called for latcr in the
year. A noticc rvill appear in thc I-.A.R. so please keep your eyes opcn. Electiuns
will also takc place for thc group's Sconish. North \\'estern and London and
Home Countics branch comnrittces
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"Have you seen. . . ?' some fecent items of interest
to Local Studies Librarians.

Sturges, P. A bibliography of George Poulett Scrope. Boston, Mass.,
Harvard Business School, 1984. $8.00+postage. Available in Europe
from Wiltshirc Archaeological and NatLrral History Socicty. The Museum. 4l
Long Street. Delizes. Wilts.. SN10 lNS. !8.50 + postagc.
One dtrs not oftcn thcse days come across bibliographies of lcral historilns.
but this monograph bv our honorary secretarr deals rvith a man who was rvell
known in his own day not onlv as a local historian but as an M.P.. a geologist
and a political economist. Prom our point of vicw he rvas known as an cxcellent
rvritcr on Wiltshire topics. ancl his outpLrt in this field is fully listed and
annotatcd, comprising al'nut a rcnth of the total of 175 entries. While the
majoritv of his writings are not concerned rvith local history, the volume is a

useful reminder of the rvide-ranging interests of manv nineteenth centurv
scholars. and contains norc and more detaiicd entries that those rvhich appear
in the two volumes of the Bibliographv of Wiltshirc. Thcre is a very Lrsefirl and
lengthv introduction on his life and work.

Hall, H. W. et al. Indexing local history. Journal of Educational Nledia
and Library Sciences, 21(4), Summer 1984, p )11-362.
This paper *as originallv prcsented at thc 103rd Annual Confcrence of the
Amcrican Librart Asstriation. Dailas, i98ut. and describes approachcs to
indcxing a local ncrvspaper- The studv compares tirne and accuracy involved in
indcxing and prcxlucing an index manually and using a microcomputer.
Information about thc sofnvarc used is iocluded.

Stephens, W. B. American local history through Bnglish eyes. The
Historian, J, Summer l.)84, p 22-25.
The current position of local historl in thc Unirccl Statt's tliscussed bv a rvell-
knorvn British historian.

Local History, 5, N{arch 1985.
Series of articles on local historl, and education:
Children and local history. bv Bryan Waites. p l7 18.
Local historv in field centres. bv Celil Jennings. p 18 20.
Lincolnshire's 'LEAP'; thc Lincolnshire Edtrcational Aids Projccr. p 23 24.
Lower Kem I\Iill: thc past for the future. bv Sinon Miilward Hopkins. p 8,10.
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Smith, D. The bibliography of Scotland. LOCSCO1 , 1(7), Autumn
1984, p t25-r27 -

Starts with a description of the National Librarv of Scotland's Bibliographv of
Scotland and how it is compiled, then moves on to a more general discussion of
the current situation in Scotland, existing problems and Possible futu.e
solutions.

Berry, E, Archive services in the Metropolitan Counties and in Greater
London. The Historian, 4, Autumn 1984, p 8-11.
A discussion of the possible effects on the archive services of thesc authorities of
the proposals in the Government White Paper'Streamlining the Cities'.

Toase, Mary, ed. Public reference library services in the UK: a direc-
tory o{ information and specialist sta{f. 2nd ed, I-A(RSIS), 1984. t7 -2O.

rsBN 0 946437 02 6.

All public libraries should have a copy of this list. lts usefulness in local studies

work lies in the fact that this new edition norv includes in its entries the name and

address of the local studies librarian, or in some cascs the person responsiblc for

the lrcal collection. District and branch iibraries are included where relevant. A
useful way of finding your opposite number in othcr libraries.

SLA News no. 186, March-Apr:il 1985.
Several articles on local history:
Local studies, what art thou? by Joe Fisher. p 3 5.

The library as community publisher, by Don Martin, p 23 26.

The local historian and the local archivist, by Constance Brodie, p 28-3 1.

Garden, Elma. Local history: a community resource. Proc. SLA Con-
ference, Aberdeen, 1984, p 49-53.
Discussion of the ways in which local studies collections can serve the wholc

community, including thc media, education. and social rvclfare groups,

including those for the elderly.

British Association for Local History. Field O{ficer's Report, 1983-84.
As noted elscwhere in this issue, BALH has now published its second Ficld

Of{icer's report. Apart {rom the rcport on cou$es thcre is a major section on

local history societies in London, and a report on confetences for county

organisations held in Cambridge and Exeter in June 1984. The whole rep,-,n is

well worth reading.
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Prescott, H. Movie {ilms as local archive material. Audiovisual
Librarian, I l(1), Winter 1985,p2G29.
Describes thc collection of movie films madc as lcrcal recorcls of the lcality by
Llaneili Public I-ibraries. Includes production and storage. The collection now
contains more than 130.000 fcet of I (rmm film.

Local Studies and Education

A Weekcnd School to discuss thc role that local history can plav in the teachinil
of historv. geography and cnvironmcntal studics, and thc part th.rt local studies
libraries might plav.

Date: Septcmber 27th 29th 1985
Placc: Wans{ell Collcge. Epping. Essex
Fee: €83.00. 'I win lrcddecl rooms. Facilities for day and half tlay visitors.

PROGRAI,lMts

Friday 27th Septcmbcr

6.00 pnr Assembie

8. 1 5 pm Local studies and education introduction by John West. author of
'Villagc Recorcls' and'Torvn Records'.

Saturdav 28th Scptenrller

9.3t) am l,ocal studies rvith a micro computcr in the primary schcx:l
Alistair Ross. Polvtcchnic of North London.

11.00am Local studies and sccondary education Peter Street. H.I\LI.
lnspector.

1 .15 pm

1t.4 5 pm

8.00 pm

Visit to [pping Forcst Ficlcl Ccntre.

Local stuclics in a collcge of furthcr education Ralph lSillington.
W, 

" 
rl* i. h Collrge of f rrrt irc r [drrr atr,.'n.

Lcrcal history films and slidcs.

Sunday 29th Septemltcr

9.J0 am Aclult education and thc diplonra coursc - Dr. James Thornas.
I)' ,rtsnrntrth Poll rcchnic .

This course is organiscd bv the London and Horne Counrics Brtnch trf thc l-tr-al
Studics Group. For further information Picase contact Brian Curle (Local StLrdics

Group). Ccntral Libmrv. Phillimorc Walk. London W8 7RX.
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Local Studies Group Annual Report 1984

This year has seen thc abscncc of the Secretary since Septcmbcr as he is spending
a ycar in Botsu,ana. He is clue to return in Septcmbcr 198 5 and for the period of
his absence the Chairman has also acted as Sccretarv ancl will continue to do scr

until he returns.

Mcmlxrship of thc Group has continucd to rise. The change in rulcs
approved at last year's AGM, allowing for personal affiliate mcnbcrs of the
Group has resulted in a number of non-librarians taking up affiliatc memL.lership.

The membership fee was fixecl at f/t.10. part ,lf which goes ro the branch wherc:
one exists.

There have been a nurnber of successful mcctings held cluring the ycar

organisecl either by one of the three branchcs or by indiviclual members of thc
Committee. These have includcd mcctings in [3irminghan. Sramford, F-rcrtr
and Taunton. The mectings organiscd by the bmnches havc lxcn hrld ar
Kirkcaldy. Edinburgh, Prcston. N'lanchester and Esscx. and at several venLlrs rn
London. 'fhus it can be seen that the GrorLp is trying to holclnreetings in \,alro\rs
parts of the counlrv so that as many rnt'mbers as possiblc cln attcnd rvithout
having to travel too far. Onc memL)er of the Corlmittcc. N{ikc l)ett1,. was inr itcd
to give a papcr at an ltalian ]ocal studies meeting in Sardinia r refreshing trcnd
that hopcfulll' might bring local studies librarians in Englancl into closcr contrct
rlith those on the contincnt.

The Croup's two jourl:lls. rhe Local Studics Librarian ancl LOCSCOT.
publishcd b1' the Scottish branch. both hacl successfui vears and continue to
include worthwhile matcrial rvhich night not orhcruisc be published. As in
prcvious years. thcrc has been uo lack of suitablc nrate'rial offereci lor inclurron.
There havc bcen a fcrv technicll problems associateil lvith thc prodrLction of thc
[-ocal Studics Librarian. principally caust'cl bv the clistancc bctrvi:cn cclitor ancl

printcr. but these problefirs appcar no\\'to have been overconlc.

The 1984 Dorothy McCulla arvard rvas givcn to HlroLd Nichols. forrncrlv of
Lr-rughborouSih Universitl Schcrol of I-ibrarianship. for his orrtstanding scrr irt:
to local studics librarianship rnd to thc Local Stuclies Croup.



Notes and Ne ws
Federation of Fanrill Historv S<.rcieties

Rclclcrs rrill rccall tlret thc last issLri'ol LSL n'[rrir] to CI-W's tanrily hrrr, rv
corrrsc. 'l'his sccrns trr bc an apprtlpriatc tinrc ttr rc minrl librarians of the cxistcncc
oi Ji.lnrill ] list( )ry socirtics in vluitnrs |arts r)l thc coLrrtrv. Thc aclclrcsses of thcsc
socicties ancl othc.r inhrrmation aboLrt lanrilr bistorl resctrcl't cin bc ol)

tained fronr th(' Fed('rati(ln of Iiamill Historv Societics. thc aclnrinistrator of
thichisNlrs. Paulinc'Sairl. II Soen Star lload. Solihull 89L 2BZ.Shcrvill be

happv to send. on rccript ol rn S.,\E. l list ol ail nrerrbcr societics l orldl ide. ancl

dctails of thc FedcriLtion's pLrblications ancl activitics. I-ocal socictics rvill of
collrse prolid( infor:nation .lb()ut thci. o$ n acti\ itics. but manl enqui.crs \\ ill
ft scarching fot their roots outside tlrc plrcc uhcre thc\' nl)w livc.

Index of London i'r'ewspaper Files

Wc should likc to point out thlr in thc relercnce on page I /t in the last issuc of
LSL. this index should hrle l 'cn attributctl to N{r E. A. Willats. FLA. Our
apologies to both t\lr. ancl NIrs. Willats. Nlr. Willats. rvho rctire<l rccently from
lslington Librarics. is rlaintrining his intcrest in local histor_'-. Hc is at prescnt

working on 'Streets rvith e story . a historv of cverv street in lslington
(inclucling the irrmer Finsbrrrr')plus ctcn blcrk of flats. giring date. items of
arcl]itectural irrtc,rcst ancl anv notiLblc resid('nts of thc past. Publicati,rn
hopcfullv sill lr in l9fi(r.

Lilrrarians are inr itecl to ioin in thc COIIAL AnnLral Conferencc rt Lanca

shire Polvtechnic. Prcston. fronr (rth-8th Septentbcr. Thc subiect is'Rcgional
Industrial Devckrpmcnt' . It will be acldrcssccl br a nuntbcr of emincnt historical
geographcrs and historians. ancl discussion ttrpics u ill incltrde diffcring t-"-pes of

industrial clevclopnent in a number of English regions. Day visitors r-ill bc

catercd for. Encluirics to i\{r. J. G. Timmins. Historl, Division. Social Studics

Faculty. Lancashire Polvtechnic. Corporation Street. l'reston PRI 2'fQ.

A seminar on orzrl historv. organiscd jointlv by the Local Studies Group and
the Audio Visual Grorrp is pianned. lt n ill probablv take place during the wcek
bcginning 11th Novc:rber 198). Further details will bc pLrblishcd as soon as

thcv are alailablc. so keep rour e_res open.
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