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EDITORIAL

Thirty years is a long time, and, having becn editor from the beginning, now
is a good time to retire among other things, before one gets too scriously
out of date with the new technology and all thc things which librarians can
now do to improve their stock a]1d services. While the Committce wished to
keep the printed format, increasing costs forced a compromise and from this
year there is one printed issue and two electronically published newsletters.
We hope that improved frequency and up to dateness will please cveryonc,
though there seems to have been a hiccup or two along the way. Remember,
however, that you need to registcr your membership with CILIP to receive
this aIrd other electronic services. It is somewhat concerning that many of
you have not yet registered. It is straightforward to do through the CILIP
website. Don't forget, too, to look at the l,ocal Stlrdies Group blog, which
contains a wide range of interesting information and reports from members.
Meanwhile. this issue contains a varied selection ofarticles. Stcfan Dickers
of the Bishopsgate Library, one of l,ondon's major local history collections,
describes the library's history, collcctions ar-td its recent redevelopment to
provide major improvements in services, while .Jennif-cr Scherr looks at
rescarching family history in the Paris Archives, Lesley Kirkwood deals in
detail with one of Warwickshire Studies' recent initiatives, the Working Lives
Project, and prrblisher Alan Godfrey describes the history ofhis maps series,
and his relationship over the years with the libra{/ profession, partir:ularly
with local studies libraries and librarians.

The main matter of concern to librarians at the moment is the question
of cuts, with stories of closurc and/or redundancies among local studics
librarians. Apart from reducing levels ofservicc, this also seems Lo be having
an impact on training. This is not only a question of money: incrcasingly
we are hearing librarians say that they worrld like to come to a course or
day school but are unable to tate off time to atterrd. This can only reduce
the dissemination of new ideas and practices. I{owever here wc must
mate reference again to the l.SG website alld its case studics of initiatives
appearing in the 'Initiative' section: this is aJr exccllcnt way of disseminating
information about initiatives in various libraries, and Tracey would welcome
more. Despite these problems, however, local studies sta{l ancl thcir
collections are playing thef part in promoting community awareness alnd
cohesion, and librarians should be lobbying local councillors on this basis.

Finally, I shall be maintaining my membership of thc Group, so I will be
able to kcep in touch. I wish good luck to the Group and to the new Editor,
and hope that they will get as mr-rch enjolrnent and satistacton as I have
over the years,



LOCAL STUDIES: Current Context and Key Issues
Tentl Bracher

The Local Studles Group Mlsslon Statement

The Local Studies Group of CILIP belleves that Local Studles collections,
and those engaged with the management and delivery of services
associated with them, make a signiffcant contribution to fostering and
promoting community identlty and cohesion, and improving the quality
of people's lives, by preservlng and Providing equality of access to our
diverse local and national written and pictorial heritage. It is a core
element of public library provision and, as such, it is fundamental to a
thriving economy, democracy, culture and civilisation. ....

There are three key points to draw out from our mission statement:
l F-ostering iln(l l)ronoting slntrntlnity identilv ilnd cohcsion:
2. Proviriing e(lualilv ol itccess to otrr aljvcl:se local ancl niltional

writier) arr(l pict()rial lteritilgc:
ll. A core clerl('nt of pul)lic lil)rary llro\rision

These have always been ttre principles and elements ofLocaL Studies services
throughout thc UK alld are still relevant today.

Sadly, like other areas of library services, some l,ocal Studies are under
threat either through closure or the removal ofprofessional and exPerienced
library staff. But there is a mixed picture. While some librari/ managers ar]d
council members struggle to see the value of l-ocal Studies services, others
contjnue to view the importance ofthe collections arld services to ttreir future
plans and organisational goals.

So, while some libraries have reduced investment in staff and facilities, and
consequently their ability to e)ploit collections, others are exparding theirs.
Maidenhead, for example is investing in improved facilities. While Camden
is looking to close its facilities, nearby I-{ackney is creating a new one.
Where Local Studies services are under threat of closure, their value to the
community has been underlined by local campaigns to save them, as they
are doing for example in Croydon, Fulham & Hammersmith and Camden.

'lhe conference today is about showcasing the continued, and lndeed the
increased relevalce of local studies to our communities, as highlighted by
olrr mission statement. aIrd ttre value of investment in l-ocal StLldies services.
But we know times are going to get tougher, so it is also about how we
sustain services and especially how we meet that challenge in a digital age.



History
l,ocal Stuclies scn iccs have alu'avs been at thc lbrefiont of innovative digital
sen'ices. I started my career in local strrdics irr the early 1980s and one
of my lirstjobs was to transcrille lhe i88t census fbr Shropshire on to a
searchablc databasc.

ln a recent l-S(; blog 'lracey Williams notcd that in il past copy of orrr
jorlrnal a ]ij(] Weeken{l S<'}rool in 1983 rvas entitlccl Local Studics and the
ncw technologv ard l-e:r tr r rccl spcakcrs discussitrg: tl-rc use of computers to
analvse clierlect pattcrnsl a 20-year projcct to trarrscribe eucl comptltcrisc
parish rcgistcrs in Cheshirc: compulerised mapping t.'chniqucs at the
Ordnance Sur"'ey; thc archivist arrcl the computer, .lcscribing how they tvere
being used at thc lrublic Recorcl ()10cc.

We have sccn carlv heritage datal)ascs ir)cluding Lhe Ilacknev 2O0O projccl
and the Durham Rccorcl: tlrrough to the Public Libraies challenge funrl
and N()F digitisation projects, srrch as the Klowslel' I-ocal History websile
and the Port Clities portal: and rrore recent onlinc scn ices. for exarmple the
Nottingham /Not1s, Derby iurcl Dcrbyshirc Ptc.tl[c tlLe Po-st photographic
project, Pacture S/re]/ie'kl and Iricfr.rre (lhesilir€r.

Current digital projects
At present. as we will discover later today, Local Stutlics librarians erre
cxploiting web 2.0 lcchnoioQies. socit media and .ligital c(nnmunity archives.
Many of us now h:rve vi.lcos on \brrtube; we blog, whilc s.Jt.llc scr-vices arrd,
indccd the LSG. is: so r lsing'l'wi11cr: Solihrrll Librarir--s havc pionecrred u,'ork
lrsing CIR codes iin(l Srvinclon Liirralies hars poslccl hisroric photographs
on Flickr. Community history rvclrsiies are using wikis arr.l blogs to make
them interactivc.

Wc have also reinvigorittc.l carlicr l)rojects that wcrc pioneax'irrg aluring lheir
tirnc. such as extr.tcts fronr or:r1 history collections bcing maclc available
anci cnhanccd on $,'ebsitcs ancl 1ht: revamped Drlrhant llccord, rvhich is
also linkccl to Lhe rnorc rcccnt'Kcvs to t.he Past'projcct.

'l'here are corrntlcss othcr cxarr)ples of online scrviccs ancl if your senice
has not bcen mentioncd thcn plt:ase go on to the I-SG scction ol thc CII-lP
wcbsite and sul)mit a casc sttrdv lor our'inspiration'arca.

Current issues
We neecl to continttc to shorv horr,' Loc:rl Strrdics rrscs crriting eclge technokrgt
in clelivering sci-r'iccs 1o lllc widest and most divcrsc audiencres. especially in
a clirnate olre(lucetl lirnding:rnrl l)trvsjcal acrcess to collcctions. Increasingly
cllstomcrs want rnore onlinc aaccss alxl nake morc r-lsc ctl rcmotc cnquiry
serviccs such its email, with thc ilr()rv1-h o[ online Fermily Ilistorv sc]-viccs
espccially raising ( l.rstorrcI cxpo( 1aliorrs.



But always we need to be mindful that this cannot be achieved without the
basics, which are investment in preservation and storage, cataloguing and
indexing arld, of course, knowledgeable and professional stzlff. Gettlng this
balance right is going to be a key issue for us in the future. It also follows
that this will require an increaslng use of volrrnteers to assist the ever

decreasing staffnumbers, which in turn requires attcntion to the details of
good volunteer recruitment, management and retention.

The Big Soclety
The Big Society is one of a number of themes the Local Studies community
will need to be engaged with over the next few years: the others include the
government's lrcalism agenda; the strate[5/ for archives lcd by TNA (Archives

for the 2lst Century): re focusing our plans for cross-sector work wjthin the
heritage industry as a consequcnce of the demise ofthe MLA: and funding.

ln engaging with the promouon of the Big Society, it would bc easy to focus
on simply increasing the number of voluntcers we work with or to continue
to engage with our recognised local history groups as we have always done
There is value in this and, as I have already noted, we are already under
pressure to use more volunteers to help deliver core services. Howcver'
increasingly Local studies services will be required to work in and with local
communities to help them actively participate in researching and recording
their community's history; helping artd encouraging them to write funding
applications and signpost training to help ihem rrrn and manage projects.
In short, we are helping communities to help themselves, which in trrrn will
help create greater community identity arrd cohesion' and more resilient
communities. It also has the potential to create a wider and more diverse
audience for Local Studies collections. Ofcourse, this is not a new idea and
maly l,oca1 Studies services have always been aware of the value in this
approach and the growth of digital Community Archivcs is a major ex?ression
of this, as shown for example in Hertfordshirc and Cambridgeshirc. We will'
however, be required to focus more of our resources on a greater enabling
role. Currently the Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre (WSIIC) acts as

a bridge between HLF Sorrth West and local community groups, helping
them to create projects and write their lunding bids and overcoming the
barriers that prevent them from applying to the HLF for funding, esPecially
the 'Yol]rr tleritage' grants. Some of our team have received training from
the IILF in w ting applications, explaining the processes and explaining
thc grants available.

Locallsm
In mar]y respects the focus on local communities suits l-ocal Studies services
as we have always done this ald we have an opportunity to demonstrate how
we can help our organisations deliver the government's [lcalism agenda.



The Localism Bill intends to significantly devolve decision making to a local
level, where communities makc decisions on areas such as neighbourhoo(l
planning. run local amenitics, improvc local scrvices and voicc opinions;
where local representativcs and agcncies a:omc togcther to crcat(: a pl:ln for
their community. It will rt:quire us lo continuc to makc grealer usc of cligital
technologl to provide lor:al acccss to our resources and it will encolrrage
trs to promote our role in local agendas, srrch as hcalth and well-bcing.
educatjon and commlrnity learning. As an exrmpk:, rny orwr local authority
of Wiltshirc, having reccntlv become a unitary authority, has introduced
l8 Community Arca Boards, which arc not only a focus for riiscussion and
planning around local issrres. srrch as library reviews, brrt also a proviclcr for
small amorrnts of grant funding ancl a doorway to engaging local communitics
with serviccs and projects.

tsut how will l-ocalism allect orrr Iirturc regional and nation:rl partnerships
and orrr relationships with th(: big playcrs, srrch.rs thc Rritish Library?

For example, on the one hanrl we night fear for the lrrtrrrr: of Ncrvsplan.
using a regional and national stnlcturc to crcate a unilbrmcrl approach to
the preservation anrl acccss to local ncwspal)ers, esp€rcially since thc BL's
unilateral dccision to stop mi('rofiln)ing to the detrirnent of local colle(:tions
and national clccisions on prioritics lor the digitisation of local and regional
newspapcrs. Yet its innovative 'Caml)aignl Makc an Impiict' education projcct,
using rcgional champions to hclp (lcliver local projccts. using a combination
of online national rcsources and knal archive collections. has trecn very
eflcctivc and wt:ll r*:cived.

The National Archivcs - Archives lor tlrc 2l st Centrrry
\\rhilc wc are becoming attrrned to think local, therc is a potcnual dilemma
in the drivc to save fi)oncy ancl bc<:ornc morc efficient by creating bi!*Ier.
ntore sustainablc services. This is one of the key strands wittlin thc nal ional
stratcgy lbr thc lutrrrc of archivcs as statecl in the TNA / MI.A's 'Archivr:s lbr
thc 2l st Century.' 1'hc kcy str?1nds are:

. BiAgcr, bcltor, morc sllstainable services

. Digital curatorship
o (lomprt:hensivc online acccss for archive discovery
. Active parti(:ipation in cultrrral and lcarning partnerstrips

Why does this matter to lrcal Stuclics Sclice s? This will encor-rragc :rrchives
to work more closcly with c-ach olhc-r across county tlorrndaries, forming
consortia to provide some aspccts of thc service. such zrs digitisation, an(l
lbster cross seclor working and p(:rhaps thc mcrging of serviccs in thc
heritage scctor.



Again, some of this is old news, malry Archives and Local Stlrdies sewices
have long-since merged, and some have inclrrded other hcritage services, as
it has often been an obvious way to provide a more joined-up service ar]d

become more sustainable. We should expect more services to merge in the
future. Joined-up or co-operating services can result in improvcd investment
and facilities and opens up far greater potential for the delivery of services
in the digital age in terms of content and of ensuring better deals from
suppliers and subscription based services; it can provide an cconomic case

for establishing much new needed services such as a heritagc education
service: and widen opportunities to apPly for strategic funding. But it has
also sometimes resulted in the dilution of l,ocal Studies expertise within a
shared serwice and we need to be mindful of this.

What is perhaps different is that some strategic managers are now looking
at new ways of delivering this, such as moving towards trtrst status or
contracting services out to other providers. Both provi.le ihreats and
opportunities to l,ocal Studies services We may have increased freedom
to raise income from wider sources and flnd new ways of working' but can
trusts survive and will we have to charge for services currently provided for
free emd focus on pay-per vicw ald commercial deals ald so on.

Replactng MLA?
The clemi.se of MtA, with its function of helping us to work across the
heritage sector, espccially in the dissemination of knowledgc and taining;
and ln-deed the strategic commissioning funding many of us have benefitcd
from to prodrrce innovative projects; may hinder our progress in the digital
age, cspecially at the rcgional level and at a time when we nced to work
together more than ever. It is likely that professional associalions within
the heritage sector rvith shared interests will have to work morc closely
together, cipecially at regional level, to help fill thc potenlial gap, especially
in training and the dissemination of ideas. No doubt we will be revisiting
this at future confetcnces as we will then know how the government's new
statcgic approach for museums, libraies and archives will work.

Fundlng
Funding, ofcourse, is probably the biggest issue for all of us in thc crrrrent
cco.romic climate. 'l'he HLF estimate a STOO million decrease ln ovcrall
investment in heritage overaLl in the UK and reduced commercial investment,
while more of us than exer will now be applying for lunding. We have seen

our core funding retluced which ltas alrearly threatened the suwival ofsorne
services and have aheady noted the tempting quick win road to tmst stalus.

The consortium approach to developing online digital content will be vital,
especially to ensure better deals front online subscriptjon services we
pulchase and obtaining bctler deals for the supply ofcontcnt through online
subscription companies.
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This is clrrrenlly happcning through a regional - national consortilrm
?Ippro:lch u'ith the forttrcoming digitisation of school admission registcrs,
Ircal Studics orrlirle hisloric t)hotographic services have for a while now
eml.rloyed ortlint: prrrchasing.

Sonre archivcs havc created pay-per view, such as Wiltshirc wills online,
but it is pcrhaps tlle national archivcs and national libraries in the UK that
havc the gre:rter role 1o play and, of course have ah c:xly pioncercd pay-per
view of f-amil)' history resources and national and rcgional ncwspapers. Ilut
as I have comnlente(l earlicr. will they buy into a ( o-operative approach
wiih local authority services or continue down a morr: unilateral pathway?

To finish or1 somc good ncws, tlre HLF budget has irrcreased from !25O
million in 2Ol I / 12 to ll30O million 2012/13 and for grants over €5O,0OO
matched firnding in cash is no longcr reqrrirccl, with 5yo in-kind contribuLions
bcing the minirnrrm contriblrtion rcquired.

The HLF has also consrrltecl on :r new approach to thcir grant funding
schcmcs; outconres arc likely to inchr.le a provision lbr digital only projccts
for digital innovation, without thc rcquirement to firlfil other IILF criteria,
strch as conscrvation, lcarning iln(l participation: though ofcorrrse the Local
Stuclies ptrilosophy is that thesc activitics are always essential components
o1 a successlirl project. lt mav also include funding targeted at building
capacitv and skills in vohrntarrr' organisations. As arlways thc issue will be
thc sustainability oIprojccts orrr:c [hc lrrnding has slopped. Our confercnce
today will perhaps be able to hclp rrs find sollrti{lns to this issr.rc.

And finally...to retrlrn io orrr mission stalement anci the cnd ol my quotation:

l,ot al Slrrrlit's is a ( r)r(' r'lcnrcnt oi prrlrli( lil)rar-\' l)f()\'ision ilu(1. as su('lr. it
is IrrrrrI;rrttlrtiirI l():r llllivin{ ('('()nonrr'. rit rttoc ritc-r"'. t ullr Irt ;rrr(l . ivilisali()rl :

\\(' nriIl]l irrlrl t'sIr'r'ilrllY ir 1lr(' (liqilirl.ric.'

TernJ Brach(1r i-s Chairman ctf tlu' ktcal Strdle-s Group arrrJ Local Strrdies
Monage.r, Willshire rrnrJ Srrinrlorr LoceL SlLLdtes Certre.



BISHOPSGATE INSTITUTE LIBRARY COLLECTIONS AI|ID I.ONDON
LOCAL HISTORY
SteJan Dtckers

We owe the foundation of tsishopsgate Institute to a Victorian priest, william
Rogers [181i3 1896) who confessed late in lifc that'he did not much like
the disguise of a clcrgrmall.'The Iicctor of St Botolph's was a progressive
educationalist, impatient to see schooling extenderl to the working classes.
Exasperated by dclays, he exclaimed in 1866: 'Hang economy, hang theology.
let us begin.' He esponsed the opening of museums and g:rlleries on Sundays
and was an indefatigabte fundraiser for parish schools but his greatcst
achievement was undoubtcdly the establishment of the Institute; a venue
to provide classes, lectures and a public library for the local population

The building and site cost S7O.O00 - around S4m at today's priccs -
financed using funds from charitable endowments made to the parish ofSt
Botolph's, Bishopsgate over 500 years, under a schcme agreed by the Chari$
Commissioners in I891. The Insututc building was designed by Charles
Harrison Townsend, a fledgling architect who won the commission in an
anonymous compctition, and would later design the Whitechapel Gallery
and the Horniman Muscum. He was meticulous in his specifications and
the Institute's design incorporated a numbcr of modern leatrrres including
an early form of air conditioning. Fresh air was passed through radiators
to heat the br-rilding and foul air was calTied away by exhaust flucs fitted
\ -ith gasjets. The Library's reading room had space for 25O al]d was strictly
segregated with separatc entrances for rrlen and women. It was open from
1Oam to 9.30pm cvery day except Sundays, Good Friday and Christmas Day.

In September 1897, Charles William Frcderick Goss bcgan work as thc
Institute librarian on a salary of S25O per annum, staying in the Post for
44 years until he retircd in 194I.
The development of the I-ibrary's special collections owes mrrch to Goss who
was a keen local historian and book collector. He was chielly rcsponsible for
gathering its collection ofbooks ancl pamphlets relating to the social' cultural'
architectural and topographical history of l,ondon, particularly the East End,
from the early nineteenth century. Goss's successors have continued his zeal
and the collection now consists of more than 50,O0O books, pamphlets zLnd

journal extracts: 6,000 photos; 275 prints and watercolours: around 5O0

maps, dating back to the 17th century: miscellancons deeds ald around
4OO journals, ajld magazines, many ol which are no longer published.

Although collections on l,ondon history exist at othcr national repositories,
the material at Bishopsgatc differs with its cmphasis on tl-re everyday history
of the people of London ernd certain areas of the collections which exempliff



this adherence to documentng the 'bottom up' history ofthe capital. primary
amongst these is the Library's extensive collection of London guiclebooks
dating lion the scventeenth century to the prescnt day.'fhese travel aicls,
ol1en considcred ephemcral and insignificant at the time, actually provide a
wonclerfi.rl illustration of how London presented itselt to thc outsicle world,
highligh ng thc publishcr's idea of the best and worst places that could be
encountercd on a visit lo the capital. Thc Library has over 800 guidebooks,
starting from 1755 and including multiplc editions of The Golclen Gutde,
Baedeker, Inngham HoLeL Guide arrd Blue Guide among many others, to the
most curent l?ougtr Gutde, LDt rcIA PI(rneL and ?ime Outgrddes. In aclclition, it
holds maly restaurant guides which track the city's changing culinary tastcs.

The history of everyday l,ondon is also well documented in the Library's
press cuttings collection and its rlrn of London Trade Dircctories. 'I'hc press
cuttings collcction, gathered by generations of librarials at thc Institute and
maintained by current staff, starts in 174O and locuscs on the immecliate
geographical alea of the Institute arorrnd Bishopsgate and Spitalfields.
Files of cuttings and aclvertisenents can be fountl on all the major streets,
restaurants, businesscs, public houses and local landmarks, such as
Spitalfields Marrket and Livcrpool Strcet Statjon. Major themes are also
coverecl, such as the historic fluguer)ot andJewish communities, the silk
weaving indLrstry arrd the rede-vclopment of the local area. As marry events
and businesses werc never rccordeci in books or pamphlets, these prcss
cuttings can often help fllt fhrstrating gaps in rcsearch.'lrade directories
are exccllent resoLrrces for tracing individual businesses or researching the
changing use of buildings and character of streets. 'I'hc Library,s collection
starts in 1740, amd we have a trade directory by pigof . Robson, Kelly or the
Post Office) for nearly every year on open acccss on the l-ibrary's shelves.

The collection erlso includes around 6,000 photographs of l,ondon ancl a
similar number of illustrations, alongside a huge sclcction of maps. Of
particular interest is the l,onclon and Middlesex nrchaeological Society
Glass Slide Collection, containing around 4,OOO images of l-onclon which
are now digitised and available to browse on thc Library's online catalogue.
It includes nrlmerous images of I-orrdon's most famous lardmarks. The
collection is also particularly strong on church architecture with imagcs
of all of the City's churches, including internal and cxternal images,
photographs of chapels, tombs ancl specific architectural featurcs. As a
record ofLondon's social and cultural life. the collection is also fascinating,
including images of street sccnes. markets, evcnts (such as coronations.
fairs and processions), recreertional activities and crowcls gatherecl at
famous landrnarks. Additionallv. therc are also aerial and night vie_ws of
l,ondon, street signs. statues, rvindows aJld cloonvays, pubs, shops and
the slightly rrnusual! Particular favourites amongst staff at Uishopsgate



I-ibrary includc a selection of slides ilh.rstrating waste disposal in the early
1900s, sevcral documenting the Vintner's Company swan uppin{ ce remony
on the Thames in Jrrly 1920 and a rather fiightening image of the giant
grasshopper wcathervane on the Royal Dxchernge in l,ombarcl Street. The
Library has also recently startcd projccts to digitisc the collcctions of
renowned photographers Phil Maxwcll imd (hlin O Llrien.

Labolrr hist.ory is also a strong elcment of the I-ibrary's collections, in
particrrlar thc collection of Victorian labour activisl and tra(le unionist,
George Howcll (1833- l9IO). This inclrrdes his own library o[around ti,OOO

books and pamphlets on early labolrr and tradc unhn history, archivcs of
the Reform Leagrre ancl the early Trades LJnion Congress and, nost famously,
thc minutc book of the First International Workingmen's nssociation (1U66-
1869). After requests lbr a transcript olthe latter item from the Marx-Dngels
lnstitute in Moscow in the early 192Os. the Governors ofthe Institutc were
so terrificd that this seditiolrs tome might fall into tht: wrong hands that it
kept it locked in thc vault of the Midlernd flank in Ilishopsg:rte. It stayed
there 1941 whcn Ivan Maisky, the Russian ambassa(lor in London, made a
personal appeal to Winston Chrrrchill, who pullcd strings to ge1 it releascd.
Maisky was allowcd to send his wife and two secretaries to transcribe the
entirc volumc. Thesc days its revolutionary potential is considered less
threatcning and a aligitised vcrsion is shortly to be made available online
on the Library's websitc-

Thc collection also includes uniquc reports of over ll0 trade unions, such
as thc Amalgamated Society of Engineers and the Stcam Engine Makers'
Society, and around 80 political and social prcssrrre gror.rps frorn the l84Os
to the early I 9OOs, many of which include detalls of membcrs, their familics
and subscriptions paid.

The politician Charlcs Bradlaugh became a public figure in the late Victorian
period fbr two highly publiciscd campaigns. FIe was l)re-ventcd liom taking
his seat in thc House oICommons when elected l-iberal MP for Northampton
in l88O bccause. as an athcist. he refi.rscd to swear an oath ol allegiance
on thc Bible. His pcrsonal and polit.ical correspondcnr:e spanning most of
thc second halfofthe century, with photographs and rccorcls ol the carrses
with which hc was associatcd, arc in the Librarry's Bracllaugh collection.
Manrrscripts, books and pamphlets by Georgc.Iacob Ilolyoakc also adorn
thc Library's shelves. Holyoake was promoter of secularism - which cost
him sL{ months in gaol for blasphemy in l84ll - and pioneer of the carly co
operativc movement. Hc was also associaled rvith Italian nationalism and
thc formed a miliua. the British trgion, prcpared to fight alongsidc Garibaldi
in Italy. Thc Holvoakc collection incllrdes ttrc mustcr rolls, ccrtificates and
other dctails ol men who joined this l-cgion in the 18tiOs.
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The Library also holds the extensive archive of the tondon Co-operative
Society (LCS) detailing its activities from 192O until the early l99os.
Amongst the 3,50O volumes in the collection are member's share registers,
nomination books (including member's names, addresses and family dctails)
and records of the Simplex Savings Balk. The collection also details early
co-operative societies who merged into the LCS in the twentieth century
and records cover StratJord, Edmonton, West lrndon, Grays, Radlett' High
Wycombe and other areas from the mid- 185Os onwards. There are also over
17,0OO photographs detailing the work of the LCS throughorrt its history.
The LCS archive also holds material on the career of John Stonehouse,
the Labour MP who faked his own death in 1974. Hc was a director and
president of the l-ondon Co op in the late I95Os and early 1960s.

More recent accessions to the Library include the archive of historian
Raphael Samuel which lncluded box of around 160 audio tapes containing
Londoner's recollections going back to the 188Os, among them a series of
interviews with Arthur Harding, who spent his childhood in one of the East
End's most notorious slums. known as The Nichol, and went on to become
one ofthe most feared gangsters in the East End at thc turn ofthe century.
The Library continues this legacy with an in house oral history project called
Bishopsgate Voices which is also looking for new people to intcwiew who
have memories of living and working in the Bishopsgate and Spitallields area.

The Library now continues to take in nerv material all the time lt has recently
accepted thc records of the British Humanist Association. the Rationalist
Association and the Stop the war Coalition, along with some fascinating
oral history recordings gatherecl by thc Swadhinata 'lrust, covering three
generations of Bengalis around llrick Lane and further afielcl.

Refirrblshrnent
The Institute's motto is Senesco non Segnesco - I grow old, I clo not grow lazy

an.l in keeping with this spirit thc Institute has just completed a 37.95m
development project. Thc work on the grade two listed brrilding atbacted a
t1.5 million Heritage lnttery F'und grant.

The Great Hall - which has hosted concerts and recitals by Sir Edward
Elgar, Dame Myra Hess, John Williams, Nigel Kennedy and Sir Paul
McCartney - has been refurbished. The Hall's original features have been
restored and upgraded, opening up the original glass lantern in the ceiling;
adding specialist acoustic treatment; new lighung and amplification; alrd air
condifioning and redecoration. It is uscd by the l-ondon Symphony Chorus
and the London Philharmonic Choir as a rehearsal centrc, and is also home
to much of the Institute's cultural programme of concerts, historical talks
and study days.
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Thc library has benefitted from a dedicatcd area lbr rcsearchers to view
collections and a new, environmentally-controlled, archive store in the
basement that will ensure that the Library's collcctions are stored in secure
conditions for generations to come. The storc provides thc Library with room
to expand and develop its collections, and also guarantees casier and quicker
retrieval of items lbr researchers. The benefits are alrea(ly starting to be felt
and thc Library has expcrienccd a substantial increasc in visitor nrrmbcrs
since reopening. A flexible learning space on thc lowcr grorrnd lloor for
schools irnd communiq/ groups has been added, along wilh the formation of
a department dedicated to developing outreach Iezuning progr?rmmes using
the Library collections. 1'he i,ottery I'\rnd has also created three additional
posts for staff to clevclop a varicty of hcritagc programmes.

Elsewhere in the Institutc therc is now a new cafC; refrcshecl body, exercise,
and performing arts studios for the courses run by thc lnstitute; ncw lifts
to improve disablerl access: and the cleaning, repair and illumination of
the faqade.

The library has also cxtended its previous opening hor.rrs and is norv open
on Saturdays from lOam to 5.30pm, alongside its regulzrr rveektlay opening
(Monday to 1'hursday. I Oam-s.3opm, Friday, I Oam-2pm). It is open to
all and no mcmbnrship or reader's ticket is reqrrired. Muclt of thc book
collection is on put)lic display but rare volumes imd archives are kept in
store and produccd on request, so it is worth making contact beforehand.
For further inlbrmation and enquidcs telephonc O2O 7392 9270 or email
library@bishopsgate.org. uk. Bishopsgate Library is at 23O Uishopsgate,
Irndon DC2M 4OI L

SteJan l)ickers Ls Ltbrary and Archtues Marrager, BLshopsgate lnstrtute

25OO MAPS AI|ID GROWING - the Alan Godfrey serles of historlcal
maps
ALart GodJreyt

We rccently publishecl our 2,5OOth map, a milestone reached so quietly that
it passed wil.hout notice. So there wcre no great fanfares, no parties, no
celebrations at all - in fa(rt, it is difficult to idcntify to which map the actual
honour fell - zrnd these tew words will havo to scrve.

More than 20 years ago I wrote an article for the Western Association of Map
Librarics' htJbrmati<tn BuLLetrn [Vol 17 No3, Jlrne 1986) in which I suggested
that there were 3,00O possible tjtles for thc series. If that were to be accurate
then I havejust another 5OO maps to go but, as the series has progressecl,
it has bccome clezrr that the nrrmber of potcntial titles is almost infinite:
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after all, at that time I didn t really consider maps for the 1930s and 4Os,

but these are now an integral part of the scries. Perhaps, as the yeerrs pass,
the simple fact of my age might cventually put a cap on its growth, at least
under my steerage.

Work on the series, Iiom the or-rtset known as "The Goclfrey Edition', began
in 198 t. At the tiure I ran a small business dealing in secondhand Ordnance
Survey maps and lt was a chance rcmark from my then bank manager
in Dunston, !'.ne and Wear that led to the cxperimental publication ol a
photocopied leaflct of OS map s for ChoputeLl, near Gatcshead. The choice of
this old mining village was really dictated by my friendship with the composcr
Bill Hopkins, who hadjust bought a house there, and with whom the first
discussion of the series took pl:rce - though sadly he would clie before aly
further progress could be made. Photocoplng meant that the print rr n could
be small [2O0 if I recall corrcctly) most of which was quickly borrght up by
Gateshead's education department. That autumn I brorrght out thc first of
the individual map reprints, for Gatesheacl East 1895, a good printer having
been recommended to m€ by the Tl'neside Cinema, quickly followed by othcr
titles for thc Gateshead area. Good quantities cf'fectively guaranteeing my
printing costs were taken by the cducation department, while the library,
which had helped by lcnding me the originals, also bought some for sale.
The mailing list for my secondhand business brought me some custom, but I

qrrickly learnt that bookshop responsc would be patchy. Education advisers
in Newcastle, South lyneside and Surrderland were also now asking me to
bring out similar maps for thcir areas and the scries began to grow, while
reqlrests from Scotland's Central Region for maps of Clackmarnnanshire
and, soon, Slirlingshire took me north of the border.

An illness in early 1983 gave me an enfbrced pause for rcflection: it was clear
that my publishing business was more rcsilient than that lbr secondhand
maps, so I decided to wind the latter down. From 1984. therefore, I was
concentrating cntirelv on reprinting OS maps, using what had become, ancl
has remained, a standard format: an OS 25" map. reducccl in scale to abollt
1,1 inches to the mile (so that it could fit on .A2 paper), with an introducuon
and some extracts from a contenporary directory on the back. ln thc early
days the introductions wcre short, about 4OO or 5OO words, btrt over thc
years they have been developccl ancl today we ask our authors for 3,OOO

words, space to givc an informative overview of what is, after all, quite a
small area (tlpically onc and a half squarc miles). Maps at other scales have
been introduced, including some 'Five-foot' town Plarls for I-ondon a]ld some
northern cities. and an'lnch to thc Mile'series whlch will soon cover all o[
England, Wales ancl Northern lrelancl, br.rt the 25 Inch maps remain at the
heart of thc series.

tl



Support from eclucation .leparhrtents helped larrnch thc series' but changes
to ttre role of education arlvisors meant that this completely dried up within
a fcw vears ancl has never returned However. by the mi.l l98Os a host of
local studies libraies were involved. Encolrragement from Guildhall I-ibrary
in Irndon and the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh had arrived
almost from thc outset, while 'out of the bluc' reqlrests for me to move into
their area came from several librarians, one of the most productive being
from .lohn Maddison at SandwelI, leading quickly to an endrrringly popular
group of maps for the Illack Country' At around thc same time a meeling
with Sally Shepard of Rotherham Library at a map conferencc led to thc
development ofa group for Sonth Yorkshire, its progress oftcn discrtssed over

a drink aJter work at Sheffield's Crucible Theatre with librarian and archivist
collcagues from Rotherham, Sheffield irrrd Doncaster libraries and Shefficld
Ljniversity. In Scotland Barbara Morris, from Edinburgh University' and I

would travel over to (ilasgow for lunch with archivists and librarians from
Strathclyde Archives and the Mitchell Library. A tr-ip down thc Durharn coast
to Hartlepool brought me my first re:Ll bestseller, with one shop repo ing a
queue stretching out into the street Again these maps were helped by the
support of a librari:n, in this case, Mary Hoban' and by this time itwas joked
that I only publishcd maps where the library made me a coffee thorrgh a

drink outside work has always seemed rather betterl

Best of all, in mirnywavs, was the help I received from l,onclon's Incal Sfttdies
librarians and aJchivists, m:rny of whom, from Brent to Bedey. Hammersmith
to Newham, hclped not.just with sourcing the maps and cover photographs
but also with wdting the introductjons. At Brent's Grange Musenm Judy
Knight brought a new flucncy to the histodcal introdlrctions, while at
Hackney David Mandcr, the archivist, took things a stage firrther by asking
me to cover thc boror-tgh in all thrce Principal editions - c.1870, 1894 ald
1914 something we have since repcated {occasionally along with the 4th
edi on) across much ofLondon's central core At Barnet one of the arch:ivists'
Pamela Taylor, apad from improving the quality o[ thc introductions still
Iurther - I think she, perhaps more than anyone, pushcd them towards
their current length, something welcomed by most authors acted as my
Assistant Dditor on her non-Barnet days. It is very much through the help
of librarians and archivists that we have clcveloped the London series so thr,
now some 5OO titles arrd still growing.

The ciecacle ancl a half from aborrt 198i1 98 was pcrhaps the halcyon period
of Loce studies sr.rpport. Many librarics bought the maps for resale, in
handsome 3 figure quantities at good discortnts. They welcomecl the maps,
not just because of their value as historic:rl Lools' nor as a rrseful'mone-y-
earner', but bccause thcv saved wcar and ttrar on the originals. Several hosted
launchlng parties for new titles. At onc stage I calculated that I visitc-d some
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70 libraries a year, becoming something of an expert on library staff-rooms
in the process. So many librarians contributed to the series that it would
be impossible, and inappropriate, to name them all. One memory, which
must serve for all, is of Marialna Maguire, of Fermanagh Library, giving me
a walking tour of Enniskillen, seemingly lmpervious to the rain, turning to
sleet, which constantly stung our ears.

I am a member of the British Cartographic Society. and of its Map Curators
Group, zrrd through this I inaugurated a prize, The Godfrey Award, "for
a librarian or archivist who has firrthered the r.rsc, appreciation and
understanding of maps". The prize consisted of a specially commissioned
wood carving of a bird fsignirying the great travellers) by the sculptor Ra]ph
Williams, plus a cheque for €3OO. enough, I thought, for a weekend break!
It seemed to me a nice way of giving something back to a profession which
had given me so much. It was awarded annually (lattcrly biennially) at thc
BCS Symposium, and five deserving winners are possessors of various
carved birds. I hope it also reflected some prestige on their insttulions. Sadly
the award died a natural death when it proved impossible to get enough
nominatons. I have never understood why.

Perhaps this simply reflected the change coming over libraries, which
ceftainly affected us from the late I990s. Increasingly librarians would
tell me that they "were looking for early retirement" - and with depressing
regulariq/ they found it. A few of those who had helped me took retirement
at the normal age, but sometimes it came shockingly early and local studies
departments lost some marvellous talent. In universities the situation worrld
becomc even worse, as many map libraries were simply closed down; in one
major northern city a map collection is believed to have been thrown in the
skip. gueslions also began to be raised about the merits ofpaper maps whcn
so much could be digitized on CD, or put on-line. Many a librarian proudly
showed me the latest project to scan information alld make it available
to 'a wider readership' and thcn, before I left, would ask me to sign the
visitors' book because footfall into the reading room was falling so much.
Others looked sadly at me, suggesting that a publisher of paper maps had
no future in the modern world.

In 2OOO I was asked to write a chapter for R B Parry & C R Perkins' The
map Ltbrary in the neu miLLenntum (Library Association Publishing, 20O1)
and I waxed lyrical on my hours let loose in library stacks: "What treasures
I have found here, ald what dross: maps stacked five foot high on pallets;
plart chests that tear your fingernails to shreds; maps whose only reader
thcse last 40 years has been a squashed spider; maps (horror of horrors)
rolled so tight they spring shut the moment you unravel them, bashful to
the light; maps covered with the dust of ages, or fading beyond recall: maps
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so grossly misfiled they must have beelr given llp for lost a lifetifirc ago. Into
such catacombs librarians have shut {evcn lot:kcd) mc away, with a ruefirl
comment of 'you know where to find me'...-and a pitying shakc of the head.
And hcre, so often, I havc donc my nlost rew:rrcling work". I sllspect th:rt
many (most?) librarians woulcl today scolf at such rom?rntic noslalgia, brrt I
still maintain that maps are bcst seen on paper, rather than in the restricting
view-space of a computer screen, and I stand by rny closing s(tntenccs t.o

that article a dccade ago, that "[or most of us, paper naps will continuc to
be our core cartographic resollrce, and for thefil rve rvill still, of neccssity.
visit libraries. Map librarians who ignore this simplc lircl are irt danger of
consigning their prolcssion to oblivion".

This change in our libraries affccted me in various ways. Until thc mid I990s
most of my authors were archivists or librarians, but increasing numbcrs
wcre retiring, or had lcss time availablc for writing: and. ol course, I was
also mo\.ing into areas where I had fcwer contacts. Alnatcur local historians
were seldom the answer as many would only be willing to write lbr the one
map, that on which their intcrest lay, and to lind arrd edit lO0 authors for
1OO maps each year would be a logistical nightmare. As I grow olde r, so time
becomes more precious- So wc began to build t.rp a nuclctrs of two dozcn or
so regular authors, who woulcl undertake the notes lbr several maps, and
writc them quickly. Some havc wdttcn large nrrmbers of introductiorts
Derrick Pratt. Barric'lrinder and Pamcla Taylor more than a hundred cach

and have added grcatly to the series. I hopc, too, that I have lcarnt from
my work and that my own contriblttions are no longcr the cmbarrassrrtcnt
that perhaps they rvcrc back in thc early days.

We wcre also forccd to bccome self-rcliant in other ways. We source most
ofour cover illustrations from fairs or ebay today, as obtaining photos from
libraries is a more blrreaucratic, slow and often expensive business than it
used to be in ttre I98Os, when I often.jrrst borrowed a postcard. Wc havc trlscr

built up a good collcction of (lirectories, lbr thcse entries rcmain a poprrlar
feature. Library pholocopiers are seldorn in pcrfect condition and we can
obtain bettcr copies in-housc - and. perhaps, be a little more cavalier with
the spine than we could with a library copy!

The changing, if nol .leclining, foolfall into libraries was also llaving an
advcrse effcct on orrr salcs thcrc. I now visited rcference rooms lillcd by young
people gaining free internct access; furo in its way, but scarccly thc readership
Ibr my maps. In thc rnid 1990s around 4O7o of our sales wcre to librarics,
archives or (to a lesscr extent) museurl)s blrt today that figurc is probably
less thal lO0lo. Intcrestjngly thc forrncr {igurc was almost entircly madc up
of maps being bought lbr resale. It has alu'ays bcen a mysLery to me tiat so
few librarries actually buy our reprints lor thcir own collcctions. Apart liom
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the copyright libraries and a handful of specialist collections, I don't know
of a single public library today that subscribes to the maps of their arca.
The few that did buy them generallv stopped when a local studies librarian
retired. Hopefully ttrey are being bought quietly from other strppliers' brrt I
hope it isn't arrogant of me to be surprised at how many local studies staff
have never heartl of our maps, even when we have published several for
their town. (Few, I tl.Lst, rival those in one local studies library who knew
nothing of our maps, even though the information desk downstairs was
selling them!) Perhaps the reason is summed up by a Birmingham librarian
who told me, several years ago, that they wouldn't buy my maps "because

they had the originals", oblivious to the fact that his colleague' who was
standing beside us, had written several of the introductions. Yet where our
maps have becn acquired as a collection and placed on the open shelf they
are well used - arrd retrieval is a great deal easier theu-r hoiking an original
from the depths of :Ln overfull plan chest.

With these changes the balance of our readership has cheLnged lf orrr first
marketwas the school. and our sccond the local historian, so from the l99Os
the imporlance of the family hlstorian began to grow. In 2OO2 wc started to
take orders on-line, and this has proved our saviour. Today about 4o0lo of
our sales arc made directly on-line, while another lO0lo or so is made ort

linc with various traders via ebay or Amazon. Genealogists have bccn keen
users ofthe internet from the outsct, and so are perfectly attuned to buying
on-line, while family history fairs provide the ideal shop window' especially
where the redoubtable Chris Makepeace - sometime Manchester librarian
has taken a stall, selling the complete rar-rgc of our maps. Family historians
also sprcad their tentacles wide. A Northampton local historian, for instance,
might buy our map for ,ryorthrrmpton, and perhaps, even, ly'orthrrmptorl

o{orth) - but that will be it. Orders from family historians' by contrast, cover
the country, and a typical one might rcquest Andovcr, Ballymena' Chelsea
or whate-ver, perhaps with one of the D Day maps thrown in, for thc tJncle
Arthur who lernded there. TheY arc helped, of course, by our modest prices'
32.50 lbr most maps.

I no longer visit 70 libraries a year, but retain close working relationships
with several larger oncs, alld often visit smaller branches when T am orrt 'on

the road' rescarching the notes for a map. These can be the most cnjoyable to
visit, examples over the last few months being Ballyclerre and Westhoughton,
with a good shelf or lvo of local matcrial eagerly presented, and a relaxing
atmosphere in which to worki while tdps to Edlnburgh's NLS Map Library
or Newcastle's Mining Institute Library remain as enjoyablc' and rewarding,
as cver. The rcally bad news comes in a library where computers have
complctely taken ovcr, and I havc to sit on a chair in the corner, with books
balanced on my knee.
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I was asked to confine these notes to my Briush experience, but a visit
to Gelsenkirchen, in the Ruhr, is so crucial that it rnust be menlioned. It
came in 2008, just a{ter my 65th birthday when I was wearily considering
retirement. A chance meeting ttrere, at an opera dinner, led to a series for the
Ruhr - based on War Office maps from 1944 that completely rekindled my
enthusiasm. Researching, with my schoolboy German, is another experience
again! Far from being an indulgence, the maps have covered themselvcs.
Many might think them irrelevant to British readers, apart fiorn a handful
ofindustrial archaeologists or railway buffs, but consider my nexl map, for
Dutsburll {South), where a large barracks is shown near Wedau. An anti-
aircraft regiment was based here, but after the war it became our Glamorgan
Barracks; just imagine how many thousands of British servicemen will have
served there over the years 1945-93.

A similar spur has been given by the development of a series for Northcrn
Ireland, where we are now reprinting the 1" maps. These will cover all the
Ulster counties. As yet I cannot say that sales are as encouraging as in
Germany, but the research is enjoyable and rewarding. These 1" maps, as
in England, give us the chance to put a village or small town on the reverse,
enabling coverage ofplaces like Ardglass or Carlingford which could not be
justified otherwise.

1-he article mentioned earlier from the InJormatton Bulletin in 1986 suggested
the project would take me some 3O years, so perhaps I can take retirement
in 2016, maybe on my 73rd birthday. l,et's hope my creaking knees will
take me ttlat far, for I would be lost if I could not go out and research
some of the maps, alighting from the kain ready to pound the streets of'
Accrington, Bochum, Chingford, Dewsbury or wherever I do not visit local
studies libraies as often as in the past partly because we have built up a
worthwhile reference collection ofour own - but they still play a major role. So
do librarians and archivists. Itwas a librarian - in Scotland who suggested
the maps of the Ruhr, aI archivist who accompanied me to Buckingham
Palace when I went to receive my MBE, a librarian who brought out the
picnic hamper as we explored the shores of Carlingford Lough, a pair of
archivists who ioined me for dinner at the Buxton Festival - ztrrd I could go
on! The-y have contdbuted to the series and helped me, but above a1l they
have made it enjoyable, made it fun, and that is why I continue to devclop
the series and - God wiuingl -will continue to do so for majly years to come.

ALan GoQfreg i-s the proprietor oJ ALan Godfrey Maps. He can be contacted
ot Prospect Btsiness Park, lEadgate, Consett, Co. Durhom DHS 7PW, emaiL
tu tt: tr, alang o Q fr eg map s. co. uk
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LOCAL STUDIES GROUP A]IINUAL REPORT 2O1O

The Committee mct twice dufing the period covered' at Birmingham Ce ntral
Library, ancl held the 2OO9 Annual General Meeting in November also at
Birmingham Central Libraufi.

'I'here were no changcs to the Committee this year. 'lhe members are:
Richard Abbott, RzuCIMICS rep:,Jill Barrber: Terry Bracher, Chair; Tony
Pilmer. I-SG South rcp; Biff Clarmichael, l,{rcscot rcP; Diana Dixon, British
Association of l-ocal Historians rep: Ian Jamieson, Local Strrdies Librarian
Editor: Alice l,ock, Vice Chair and North West sub group rcpl Elizabcth
Melrose; IIelen Pye-Smith, Hon Secretary; Annc Shar?. Hon Treasrrrer'
Tracey williams, Web Eclitor and Midlands and Anglia sub-group rep.

Brian Ha l, Vice-President of CILIP in 20 1O attended the mcetjng in November'

At May 2010 there were 1I45 members of the Group.

A re-vised Mission Statement was produced and published on thc websitc.

Terry and Helen had representcd the Group at CILIP's Branch and Group
Folam, which met trvice during the year. Ian had attendcd a meeting for Fiitors.

Two issues ofthe ktcaL Studtes Ltbrarian were publishecl. Ianwillhavedone
30 years as editor at the cnd of 2Ol I and he is looking to retire from the
role. The Grorrp is searching for a new editor. Discussions conlinlred inlo
producing the jorrrnal in an electronic format and it was agreed that we
ian no longer sustain thc cost of printing two issrres a yeilr, so will reduce
to one prinled journal to be prrblished in summer and two e newsletters
publishid in spring and autlrmn. A project to scanback files of thejorrrnal
was started. Dlizabeth reworked the index to the l, caL StLlrlies Ltbranan and
had rcachecl 2009 by the end of the year. This is available on the website.

Tracey furthcr de-veloped the website including adding morc imag€s and case
studies submitted by members working in local strrdies. In addition to the
website imd the journal, the Group has been communicating wilJ] members
via thc ne-w monthly emailing serwice from CILIP. During thc year Tracey
set up a test Blog which later was moved to CILIP's Communitics website.
This is proving very popular. In addition at the cnd of the year Tracey set
up a Twittcr account for the l,ocal Studies Group

The Dorothy McCrrlla Memorial Prize 201O was won by Tracey Williams'
l,ocal Studies Librarian at Solihull Central Library. This prize is awarded
to a member o[ the Group who has made an outstanding contribution to
local stuclies work. Traccy was awarded the prize by Rrian flall' CILIP Vice
President. at our AGM last Novcmber.

Thc regiorral sub-groups continued to grow and develop anrl a nlrmber
of suciissful evcnis were hcld. Somc srrb-group rle-wslettcrs were made
available on the Local Studies Group website.

HeLen Pge Smtth, IIonorary Secretarll I,SG



Registered CharitY No 31301'4

Local Studies GrouP of CILIP

Receipts and Payments A/c for the year ended 31't December 2010

PaYments/Expenditure

VAT on goods & services

Local Studies Librarian

Vol 2812 printing

Vol 28l2 distribution

ro|'al2a/2

Vol 29l1 printine

vol 2911 distribution

roral29/7

Main Cttee (2 mtgs)

Outside mtgs

Postage

McCulla Award 2009

VAT to CILIP

Overpayment to CILIP

Receipts/lncome

2.77 Capitation

Royalties

2009 Conference Fees

Local Studies Librarian

862.00

409.t2

\,27L.72

850.00

37 7.72

7,22L.72

2,209.OO

7 .43

770.O0

30.00

L34.75

99.00

77.32

37 5.13

18.94

2.50

2,492.44

679.83

23.O5

76.02

100.00

208.43

375.13

Nett VAT on Conference

Advertising

Nett VAT on Advertising

Reimbursement from CILIP

lnterest on COIF

Repayment on VAT from
CILIP

3,664.O7

3,898.07

Closing balances 31st December 2009

Less deficit brought down from above

Accumulated surplus for 2010

Creditors

Mcculla Award

VAT due to Cilip

Debtors

Advertisers

4,025.96

234.00

3,791.96

100.00

149.50

279.OO

249.50

20

219.OO



Registered Charity No 313014

Local Studies Group of CILIP

Receipts and Payments A/c for the year ended 31't December 2010

Assets at 3f i December 2O10

Bank account

colF

459 .7 4

3,332.22 3,791.96

Additionallv
Ba ances held for Sub Groups on Charities Deposit
CYMRU/WALES

Nett Ealances held bv Sub-Grouos
LSG South
Midlands & Anglia lcurrent a/c)

(MALSG) charities deposit a/c)
(Old ) Eastern sub-group
Mid & Anglia total

North Western A/c

859.74

1,163.41
833.20

3,287.94
262.55

4,383.59
989.5 5

4,418.18

Independent Examiner

Ph illip Lindley

LSG TR"EASURER'S REPORT 2O1O

Th(r dcficit tbr 2O lO was cushioned by incomr: drrc from unpaid fees lbr
the 2OOg Day School, rcducing this from S94O to $2i14. Our main areas of
expcndilrrre are printing and distriblrtion costs for the iorrrnal, thc Local
Stlldics Librurriz,tfi, a]]d committec mee ting costs. Commitlee mcetings hnve
alreadv becn reduced liom thret: to two per annum,

It wrs proposrrl by the Oommittcc that we redlrce thc printed.iournal frorr
two issucs to one. ancl to embrar:e thc digital agc by l)roducing two trcwsicr
elcclronic rtr:wslctters.

We nccrl to rcnain pnr(lent., rnindfLl that CILIP has withdr:twn capitalion
for the vcar 20 t 1.

It is hol)cd that inconre from thc 20 I 1

mnning this. Fecs hzl,c been kcpt lorv
their o\\''n fcr:s and transport costs.

Anrre S/rorp. Honoranl TreasLlrer LSG

rlay st:hool rvill rrrcet tht-'costs of
mindftll thal many dclegates pay

Hon. Treasr.rrer

Anne Sharp
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WORI NG LIVES - The lparwlckshire Dxperience
LcsLett Ktrku)ood

l)rrc clirl'a marl goes into a bar....and that is how thc initial idea for our
Working Livcs projcci startcd. Councillor Barry t-ongden w:rs in his local
listcnin.q to local peoplc talking aboul their time at work an(l he felt that
thesc importilnt recollections must not bc lost. I{e approacherl Warwickshire
I-ibltrics ancl ."vc werr: off.

'l-he zrim of thc Working LiYcs Proicct was to ft)cord the mcmories of peoplc
from NLrneaton :rncl lJcclworth who ltad rvorkcd irt thc towns' nurncrous
induslries. fbcussjng orr brick iII]d tile making, quarrving, textilc production
an(i crrqinccrin{. 'lhe project wor.rld also acknorvlcdge thc uniquc contribution
marlt: to the lili' of the comrnunity by those who worked in thesc in(hrstries itnd
engcn(ler a iir(liDg of vi uc anrl worti to those irtdividuals al]d thcir familics.

Wc rlc:ciderl to usc an oral history approach as this typc of pcrsonal and
cnotional inlor ':rti{rn is oftcn missing from in(lustrial history, I lowever, the
proir'('l also llir(r .r wirlcr importance as it captrlred local dialects and accents
arrcl so rvorrkl Irt a l:rscinating rcsourcc for anyone intcrcsted in the sludy
of acccnts ar)(l linguistics rccords which arc not othcrwise widely available.

Tlrc tlcus rvirs on pcollle who lived and/or rvorked in thc modern borough of
Nurtt:i]ton artri I t clrvorth. Howcver, pcople's lives arle not restricted by a neal
gcographical lrr irnclary. Therc was a lot of commlrting to and from Nuneaton
and l]edworth. Many peoplc travclled to Hinckley to work in the hosiery
firctorics or to (lo\-cnlrv's largc enginccring works. We inten,ir:rved a cross
section of pcople ll'onr across the forrr indrlsiries, rcpl'escnting workers at
differcnt levt'ls as rvt:ll as those who had imrnigrated into thc IiK from Dast
Afric:r ancl rvt:rc ol-lrrrlian an(l Palistani desr:cnt. Many fourtd rvork irt the
arca s ti:xtilc ?tl)(1 cngirlecring lactories. The inlcrviews covere(l a time pcriod
fton) the l9ll0s to iho start of the 2lst ccntrlry, a period whic:h inclurlecl a

Worlrl War arrrl its allcrmath, immigration lrom formcr fJritish colonics and
rapicl changcs in tc'chnolog/.

Aims and outcomes
We orrtlined ollr aims anal outcomes ars fbllows:

. To collcct. prcser-vc and makc zrcccssil)le to thc community tht: vrrl-
ncrablc oral lristory ol Nunealon and lledworth associated with its
industriitl lreril.agc, lbcussing on brick and tile makirtg, quelrrying,
errginccrirrQ, hosiery and tcxtil(:s. n target figr-rre of fifty rccordings
wals sct. 'fhe proposecl orrtcorrlcs for thc project were idcntifie.l as the
lbllorvin{:

. An irr('hi\rc ol recor.lings for rrse for the lutur(-. which would provicle
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a rcsource for the community and fbr researchers, an accessible user
friendly book, a learning pack and a display which would be srritable
fbr moving around to commrlnity venues.

. The creation of a sense of communiry and pride in the history and
indr.rstry of the area for the interviewees, their families and the com-
munity at large.

The process
The project officer prepared for the interviewing process by completing
background research on Nuneaton and Bedworth pafiicularly focr.lssing
on the industrjcs covered by thc project. In ordcr to contact appropriate
people to intcn.icw, appcals werc placed in local newspallers and the main
library wcb pages. Local interest groups such as t.hc Women's Institute and
the'lGWti were also contacted. 'l'alks wcre given to local gror.lps, including
thosc wiih a local history bias. aborrt thc project. A Steering Group and
a Relcrerrce (lrorrp wcre set rrp 1cJ hclp guidc thc project team, and web
pagcs wcre (lcsigned to promotc, as well as host, infbrmation and material
collccte.l as part of the projcct. n ncwslctter was also produced which was
also avail;rblc on the web.

Equlpment
Advice was sought from the Oral llistory Society regarding the prrrchasc o[
the cquipment used to rccord thc oral histories:
r Acer Aspirc 3614 Laptop
. Mar.rntz PMD660 Solid Statc Digital Recorcle r using Lexar Professional

8Ox Speccl Clompact lrlash Cards
. AKG C .117 Condenser Microphonc
. iomcgil LDHD200 Externe Flard Drive
. Kodak C713 digital camera
The original rccordings have been digitised and storecl on archive quality
DVDs ancl (lDs, while the original digital recordings are now deposilcd with
Warwickshirr: Corrnty Record Offlce on indelinitc loan.

Paperwork
Ilelevanl copvright and consent forms were crcated after taking advicc
from thc Stcering Group, Warwickshire Collnty llecorcl Oflice and the Ore
History Socicty to ensurc that the project followcd the correct proccdurcs
in thc colleclion ancl recording of the interviewees' permission to use their
data. Belorc prrblication of the book, each intewiewce w?rs contacted again
to ensurc that this informalion was correct. In seYcral cascs some of the
interviewces rvishecl to rcmain anonymous antl thcir wishcs have becn
followccl. Copyright of all recordings belong to Warwickshire County Cor.rncil,
and all the original papcrwork has now been dcposited with Warwickshire
County llecorcl Officc.
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Interviews
F-ollowing best practice and taking into account the fact that many
intcn'iewees were elclerly, the recordings took place in the interviewees'
homes or at the Edward Street Day Ccntre in Nuneaton. Thc project offi.cer

con<lucted the inlerviews herself with thc help of a volunteer who gave

his time regularly throughout the project Whcre possible' photographs of
in.lustrial sites where the intcrviewees worked werc r.rsed to hclp with thc
interview process and in some cases interviewces themsclves forrnd and

talkcd about pholographs in thcir possession as part of tie process. (Many

of these were subsequently lent to the project, digitised and made accessible
on the Working livcs web pagcs) A range of material was collccted intending
to represent shop lloor'"vorkers through to management sta ff.

I)rrring thc interviews, other subjects wcre naturally talked aborrt arld these
have remainecl rrneclited in the intewie-ws sincc they give an insight into what
life was like growing trp in Lhc area. These include: education' descriptions
of hones, food, rationing, living through the Second Wortd War' the role of
women, unempJoyment, and retirement as well as issues such as equal pay
and tracle unionism. In this respcct the matcrial has a much widcr appeal
to those interes{ccl in the gencral history of the period covered by the project
and those particulilrly interestcd in the Second World War' Some of thc
inter-vicwees also talkecl in length abolrt certain aspects of their iob - for
examplc, how tltc clay was collected and made into a brick.

After the lnterview
On completion of each inte n''iew each recording was digitiscd :Lrrd a copy of
it made and givcn to the intcrvier.vee on a compact disc This enabled thc
interviewee to listen to the recording to ensure that they were happy with
what they had said and also so that thcy had a rccorcl for thcmselves to share
with family members. 989/o of thc recor.lings remain unedited. A photograph
of thc inteniewce at homc was also tahen and if permission was givcn this
was then adcled to the website .

The intervicws were thcn summarised in 5 minute tracks and transferred
to the web at a later datc. In somc cases infbrmatiort mentioned in the
recordings was chccked with other sources since accents made it difficult
to ascertain the correct pronunciation or spclling On these occasions; tradc
alirectories and thc libraries local studies catalogr.rc were consulted Lo cnsure
accuracy in the summaries.

Brandlng
A professiorrally designed branding was creatcd for the book clesign. 'l'his has
been continued through to the web pages, display' Learning Pack and all
prrblicity.



Sharing wlth the communlty
. lvorklng Llves web pages
In order lbr thc material to be as accessible as possible and to ensrlrc
sustainability, all the material collected as part of the project was digitised
and hosted on the Warwlckshire County Council website, the address
being \!'v v.warwickshire.gov.uk/workinglives Early on in the project, web
pages werc designed specifically for Working l-ives enabling informauon
on the progress of the project in thc lbrm of newsletters to be shared.
Public events were erlso promoted via the site. As the project developed,
a flavour of the recordings in the form of quotations and short edited
sound files were included.

As the project progressed the site expanded and by the end of the project
thc site included:
A link to the librarn catalogue which allows the uscr to listen to the full
recordings:
A link to u,aa,.w.picasawcb. conr to view the photographs;
A link to the lcarning pack which allows teachers and other interestcd
people io vicw and download thc resources,
A link to a page which givcs details of the book to buy or borrow from
Warwickshire libraries
A link to Google maps which provi.les a map of tl-re location of the
factorics.
Thc site also provldcs information on thc project, conditjons ofuse, contact
details for the projcct and links to other useful sites.

. Recordlngs on the web
A spccially commissioned and designed searchable databasc which links
to the Warwickshlrc library and Infbrmatiorr Service Catalogue fVubis)
hosts the originai recordings, summaries, transcripts and photographs
of the intcrwiewees. The database appears on the Cataloguc liont page
cnsuring that thr-- profile of the projcct is high. A link from the library
cataiogue to thc project web pagcs is embeclded.

. Book
The book givr:s an overview ofthc project, highlighting particular memories
and giving a background to thc history of the industries mentioncd. Edited
qlrotations from the intcniews alongside colour and black and white
photographs donated or lent by thc interyiewees and material gathered
from Loc:rl Strrdics Collections an.l the County Rccorcl C)flice are featrrrcd,
New specially taken photographs have bccn included to show the
prescnl buildings on lost industrial sites: this helps tllc reader envisage
the locations of former factorlcs. The book also contains a list of all
participants of the project, is indexed and has a usctirl glossarv that



cxplains key words or terms used by inten'icwees. Readers are asked to
visit the websitc for firrther information. Within the publicatjon there is a
specialll' commissioned compact disc, allowing people to listen to snippets
of intcrviews thercby getting a flavour of thc projcct.

n print run of lO0O was produccd. Each of the interviewces or their
rcpresentativcs wcre presented with a copy and additional copies were
given to thc Libraly Service, to residcntial homcs in lhc area. to mcmbers
ol the warwickshirc CC Ntrneaton and Bedworth lncal Area Committee
which provided the frrnding, and a number of re-view copies to the media.
Books have been clcpositc(l with thc Schools Libr:rry Scrvice which will
bc available for any school in Warwickshire to borrow or to trse alongside
the learning packa{e. The trooks arc also bcing sold att7.99 and revenue
from this will be usccl to supportwork to continue to promote the projcct.

. I,e arDlDg package
On the website a lcarning package has bcen produccd for trse with Key
Stage 2 chilclrcn. 'l'his is availabte for downloading from the wcbsite and
contains lcssorr pians, historical maps, photographs and other resourccs
that can bc prinlt:d off to usc in the classroom. Thc pack covers the
National Orrrricrllllrn areas of Literacy and Ilistory. The learning package
is being llscd in local schools in thc area by Ileritage trducation and will
appear on their publicitv as a resollrcc that can bc delivcred by them.

. The exhlbltlon
T!,ir'o sets of n6 exhibition panels have becn prodrrced to promote the
projcct; includcd with thesc par.tels are MP3 players whiclt hirve cxtracts
of the recordings. Interested membcrs of thc public listen 1o highlights
whilst looking at t}lc cxhibitjon. Thc exhibitiolr toured librarics. commurlity
centres. chrrrchcs, schools and othcr local venrres.

Publlclty
. Newspapers
Articles about thc projcct havc appcarecl in manv local nttrvspapcrs.
Ireatrrres have also appeared in 'ln 'louch' {local newsletter clistriblrtod to
c.very house in thc borough of Nuneaton and Bedworlh), NIIUC Council
tcnant's participation schcme newsletter and local parish nolvslettcrs.
. Radlo
Thc projectwas srrpportecl by BBC loc:rl radio. Regular intervi€l1vs on BBC
Coventry and Wanvickshire Radio promotcd Working l-ives throughollt the
project, the latest taking place in Jantrerry 2OO9 to mark thc laurtch of
thc book and wcl)sitc. A livc broadcast fiom Nuneaton library with llob
t-}rollcy, was part of a prrblic cvent in 2O07 which markerl tr 'thank you'
tca with all the intcn'iewecs. Many o[the intcn iewccs were happy to chat
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to Bob livc orr air eud were clelighted that their stories wcrc appreciated
by the general public and specifically a younger generation. Anker rac'lio
also inlerviewed the project officer. helping to atftact intervicwees at the
beginning of the project.

. Talks
Talks promoting the Working Lives Project and the ethos behind it have
been delivered to over 15 local groups and the proiect has also becn
represented at variolrs local evenls inchlding Family Ilistory F'airs and
Whittleford Peuk Project celcbrations.

. Promotional materlal
At the beginning of the project a banner was prodrrccd to be usecl at all
Working Lives events, and posters, postcards and business cards were
used rcgrrlarly lhroughout the project to highlight diffcrent aspects ol the
projcct.'l'hese havc bcen sent to community venucs and other lilrrarir:s
ancl courtcil cicpartrncnls fbr display.

. Events
The l'irst cvent took pl?rce in May 2006 with Councillor Ifarry l,ongclen and
Cynthia Brown liom the Oral I listorv Socicty as grrest spc-akers. A year
later in 2OO7 thc tca party was orqanised to celctrrate nlccling the targct
ofgathcring 50 rccoftlings [sce abovc).'lo launch the completed project,
two events wt:re held in November 2OO8. The first was al Nuneaton
Librarry lirr invitcd grrests: inchrding intcNiewecs. local dignitarios ancl
other intcrcstcd parties. At this event intcrviewecs were Prescnted with ;l
signed copy ofthe book:rnd had an opportunity to see th(: matcrial on thc
Working l.ivcs web pages with sr:pport from members o[ stalf. 'lhc sccond
event at lledworth Library was to promotc the projcct to memtrcrs ol the
public. Both events were vcry successfirl anrl staff ha(l many positive
verbill comments lrom pcople attencling the cvcnts.

'lhesc 2008 cvcnts took place during the Naiional Y<:ar of Reading. In
order to gain extra publicity these evcnts were publicised Via thc Library
National year of lieaciing wcb pages as well as the usual I)ul)licity channcls.

Stafflng
The project employecl a projcct olficcr lbr the period o{ Deccrnber 2OO5 until
March 2OO9. Tlie Project lead was supplied from Warwicksl]irc Library an(l
Inforrnation Scrvicc managernent. A trainecl arrd cnlhlrsiastic voluntcer
supported the project. helping with rccording the intenricws antl taking
photographs. Additional library statT supported the project by rnaintaining
and crcating ttre wcbsitc, dislributing and selling the trooks. hclping with
public events and distributing publicity.



The legacy of the project
A key outcome ofthe project was to ensure that a lasting ongoing resource
would be made available to not only the people of Nuneaton ald Bedworth
but also to a far wider audience of researchers and people worldwide who
are intercsted in social history and the history of Nuneaton and Bedworth.
'fo supporl this outcome, the project created a sustainable internet platform
which can be used to host further recordings related to this core area of
interest.

The interest generated in the project with older people and schools has been
dcvcloped zurd thc opportunity to develop this interest by using drama and
art to widen the audicnce to this resource has been achieved Children's
activities have inclrrded as part of 'Farrtastic F'un With Words'at Camp Hill
(2009) and Stockingford (201o), a day of creative learning with Campbell
Perry who created a song and drama experiencc based on the recollections.
Comments from participants included 'Fantastic day', "I-he children achieved
so much' and 'My Gran told me about this too'.

The interviewees ancl their families have developed a real pride in not only
their contdbrrtion to the project but also to the development ofthe industrial
and community heritage of Nuneaton and Bedworth. This has focussed
local interest in the companies which still continue to operate in the area.

The raised prol]lc of the project has resulted in all increase in the number
of donatjons given to the Libraries' l,clcal studies collections inclrrdes: a
Slingsby ribbon brought in to be photographed after the owner saw thc
working Lives I)isplay; a collection of photographs donated by Mr Dean
Dewis who worked at Sterling Mctals before it closcd. This donation was
made afte r viewing the material on thc website.

Skills and expericnce acquired by the project team in developing the project
have bcen kept in house. This will facilitate the clclivery of other projects
as well as gi\ring the Library Service the opportunity to frrrther expand the
project.

As of Decembcr 20 1O we have delivered talks to over 15O peoplc, paid for by
the rcvenue generated by the sale of the books: we have distributcd nearly
8OO copies of which approximately a third have been sold. In ad.lition the
audio links havc been visited by nearly 2OO0 people. As part ofour outreach
wc also used thc Working Lives resource as a tool to help in reminiscence
therapy with the Nuneaton Resource Centre for Mental Health clients.

ln 2OO9 we were thc proucl recipicnt of the Alan Ball Award for library
publications, which proviclcd arlother morale boost for the staff irrvolvccl as



well as an excellent opportunity for the promotion of the project and the
Library Service within the County Colrncil.

Please contact me if you would like ar-Iy further information about this project
at Iesleykirkwood@warwickshire. gov. uk

LesLeg Ktrktuood is Senior Ltbraian, Incal Studtes, WarLrickshire Courtu
Ltbraries

THE DOROTITY MCCULI.A AWARD 2011

This Award was established in 1981 in memory of Dorothy McCulla, thcn
l,ocal Strrdies l-ibraia]] of Birmingham, one of the prime movers in the
establishment of the Local Studies Group. It is intended to celebrate the
achievements oflocal studies librarians in pro\riding excellcnt services to thcir
communities, cither as a whole, or through developnent and exploitation,
for examplc, of new techniqucs or services. The award is for an outstanding
contribution to local studies librarianship and the recipient is ofterr referred
to as the l,ocal Stuclies Librarian of the Year. There must be many librarians
who have bccn carrying orrt work in their own areas in developing their
services to a high staldard for tl-re beneflt of tic local community, but receive
very little recognition from l}re profession or outside. There are others who
have encouraged thcir colleagues to dcvelop techniques or seffices throtrgh
their teaching or wdung. But people must be nominated and this where
our membcrship in general comes in. Maly of you must know sonleone
wbo has helped you or inlluenced you, or impressed you by the work the_y
are doing. If you clo krrow someonc who is worthy of the Award, nominatc
them don't wait for somconer else to do it. Ilccipients must bc mernbers
of LSG. For more inlbrmation look at the I5G website or contact our IIon
Secretary, Helen Pye-Smith, at helen.pye-smith@nationalarchives.gov.uk

Because the closing date is rapidly approaching, ifyou havc any ideas for
nominations please co[tact Helen urgently.
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FROM OUR SUBGROUPS

Our Mldlands and Anglla subgroup has announced ttrat their AGM will
be on 11th October at Nottingham Central Library: this is the same date
as their next committee meeting ar-rd full details will be on the website and
published in CILIP Update. At recent meetings the committee has discussed
various issues of mutual concern: they have looked into what they cal do
about ne.wspapers now that the British Library no longer microfilms them,
and they havc also discussed trying to flnd a way of mentoring librarians
who are new to local studies. It has been decided not to host a Day School
this year so as not to clash with other events including the national LSG Day
School. They will, however, be offering a bursary for Midlands arrd Anglia
members to attend the ISG South Study Day on lSth October, in return
for an article for their newsletter. To apply or for more details please email
Paul Hudson: hudson@castle-heritage.org.uk

The North West sub branch reports that its committee seems to be recovering
from the mass rcsignations following so many stafflng changes in north west
local studies librarics. In these they lost Mike Eddison, a former secretary
and committee mernber of many years standing whose good humour always
ensured an enjoyable meeting. Also gone are are Mark Sargart, who has
been our chair for thc last few years and expertly guided the committee
through some very difficult times, and Susan Halstead, a former treasurer
and longstandlng member whose knowledge artd experience will be sorely
missed. It is quite a blow to lose so many long standing members at one
time, though, of course, we wish them well for the frrtlrre. . We have also lost
Jane Metcalfe who rcpresented Cumbria and helped us so much as a lively
editor which helped show the range of local studies actjvities in the North
West. Andrew Walmsley of Lalcashire has agreed to become the ne-w Chair,
at least until Lancashirc's new structure is finalised. Julie Devonald is the
new treasrrrer and two new committee members have volunteerecl Jean
Bradburn of Halton and Jane Parr of Manchester, while Hannah Turner of
Wigan has also exprcssed an interest.

The subgroup's last Day School was Spanning the Centurtes, a visit to
four important libraries/archives in Manchcster. The Chetham's librarian,
Michael Powell, showed the clelegates round the Cathedral and gave an
illuminating and cntertalning inkoductjon to its archives, and followed this
by a similar introduction to the collection at Chetham's. The day continued
with a visit to the newly refurbished John Rylands Library on Deansgate
and to Manchestcr City Libraries' temporary local studies service in Elliot
Horrse. The day gave evcryone a chalce to scc the range o[treasures we are
lucky to have in the Manchester area. The study day was fully booked, and
an analysis ofthe feedback forms seemed to indicate that delegates found



it uscfrrl and enJoyable. Flyers were given out at the event asking peoplc
to considcr joining the committee or.toining LSG as a scparatr: grorrp (not
as part of a CILIP subscription) and they got a good response. The sulr
group's last newsletter, including articles about recent day schools ancl thc
Lancashirc Criminal [)ast promotion by Lancashire Libraries can bc read
on the lSG website Therc were some ideas for a day school in the autumn,
but the committce wanted to make srrre thatitcould sun'ive befbre making
any firm plans.

Locscot, our Scottish sutrgroup, also reports numeroLrs changes in the
committee. With the rctiremcnt of Elizabeth (larmichacl as (lhair after many
years dedicated servicc to the cornmittee ancl 1o thc local studies ffcld in
general, thc new Chair is Mcanor McKay. and the resrrltant vacancy fbr thc
secret?rry's post h:rs bcen taken bv I)avid C;rtto. Pat Malcolm also rctired as
Treasrlrcr. his successor being Jo Shcrington.

Thcre have bccn trvo very informative day schools, both giving inspiration
and advice orl clcveloping and showcasing inforrnation. ln Novcmber w(:
lookerl at l)rojects for local stuclics librarians to NaDilrate lhe Dtgital Maztz
and hcerrcl liom live speakcrs about projccts nraking thc rnosl of crrrrertt
technologr to highlight information in various collc('tior)s. 'lhese rangcrl
from :r national project to .ligitisc historical I'ost Oflice .lirectories to a
rcminiscence proiect involving a Library Chrb in a loc?rl stu(lies centrc, .,uld
the innovative use ol A blog to serialise a rrinetoenth centrrry cliary which
generated a large number of online followers. Ttre spring (lav s('hool. a)rrr
sporlttg h?t'oes: trockttlg llrc doutn. was designed to givo insl)iration for
Scottish Local IIistory Week in 2012. when sport will be thc thcme. At Iirsl
we thorrght 1.his might be an obscrrre topic fbr l,ocal Strrclies, l)ut i1 turncd out
to be onc ofour most intbrmative and engaging clay schools. covering aspccts
of many sports: l.he arnount of material availablc in local clrrbs artcl hcld by
local enthusi:rsts is quite staglqcring! Unfortunatcly numbcrs aticnding this
evcnt rvcre down and, as we suspccted, the maill reason citcd by rvorrld br:
dclegatcs was difficulty in gctting staff covcr to allow librarians to ?rtten(l
such ttrings as scrninars. lt worrltl appear that, along with cuts 1o services.
stalTin the posts lhat remain are potentially losing oul on opportunities fbr
professional devclopmcnt.

Ircsc()t is still prrrsuing thc issrrc ol the l9l1 (lcnslrs and thc failrrrc of
the Gcneral Register Ollice of Scotland to makc this available to libraries,
and rve havc enlisted the help ol thr: Scottish l,oc:rl llistory Fonrm as wcll
as local history societics to makc a c:rsc for the raw clala to be rclcased.

LSG South, orrr subgroup for thr: South ofEnglancl, is looking lbrwar(l to its
ncxt Study I)av & AGM on Tues(lay I8 Octobcr 201 I in winchestcr. Called
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'Mapping the past, present and fu.ture' delegates will be finding out more
about how to utilise maps inside arnd out of local studies collections lian
Shcpherd and Steve Chilton from Middlesex Universily will be talking about
the sur-veying of the l8oos 6-inch Ordnance Survey maps and Humphrey
Southalt about how to get the best out of the maps on the Vision oJBntain
tlmough time website. Delegates will also be hearing about how Reading
Museurn is working with HistoryPln to get their images linked with googlc

mapping and how the Surrey Ilislory Centre is getting their Tiihe maps out to
the public. Places for the study day cost !35+VAT for mcmbers and 945+VAT
for non-membcrs. Bookings close on 30 September. For more details visit
cilip.org.uk/lsg-events or email l-Scsouth@ntlworld.com

In June the subgrorrp hosted the first l,ondon & Sorrth East l,ocal Studies
Forum at thc Suney Hislory Centre. Rcpresentatives from eighteen
authorities at the castern cnd of our region came along we heard from
Tracey Williams on her amazing work in Solihrrll and then fotrnd orrt more
about what has bccn going on in Inndon and the South East's l,oceLl Studies
collectiorrs. 'lhe ;fternoon was a success and it is hoped to mal(e it an annual
event. The fontrn was also eager to keep in touch so we havc set up arr email
list. To sr.rbscribe erlail lselocalstudies subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk A full
report on the fonrm will appear in the next issue of I'ocaL Sfitdies I'tbrariarl.

LOCAL STUDIES GROUP - Volunteers needed

The Group is in urgcnt need of two volunteers:
1. Ian Jamicson is retiring as Hon. Bditor of the Lor:al Sturiies l.ibrartan

this year and the Group needs someonc for the next issue. As
announced earlier, there is now only one printed issue pcr year and
the next onc rvill be in Summer 2O12. However' we wish to appoint
somcone as soon as possible so that he/she can liaise with the present
editor. Note that there ale also two clectronic Newsletters a year,
edited by Sarah Tongue, with whom you will also bc liaising. For more
details contact the LSG's I{on. Sccretarl' Helen t\'e Smith {helen pye-
smith@nationalarchives.gov. uk). If yorr would like em informal chat
about the editor's role and responsibilities, please get in touch with
the present IIon. Eclitor, Iarn Jamieson. on 0191 236 2349 ' or cmail
imiamieson(@c-pac.net

2. Our Hon'lreasurer, Anne Sharp, is arlso looking for a successor. The
idca is that thc person appointed shot.rld work with Anne for a while to
get used to the system. Anyone interested should contact hcr direct
at South Shiclds Library for morc details fanne. sharp@sorrthtyneside.
gov.ukl
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STUDYING FAMILY HISTORY IN THE PARIS ARCHIVDS
Jenntfer Sch.err

In March 2009, I visiled Paris with a friend, irt ordcr to lry to tr.rck down
some intriguing relatives by marriage living thcre in the I 92Os :urd llOs. who
had becn brought to rny .lttention by one of thc f;rmily. 'lhesc inch.rcled
in particular Dr Semion (Senya) Aisinman. Senya rvas a (lirector of the
Romanian oil company Petrol Bkrck. Ilis story endccl sor:tetirne allcr 1928,
when "he committed fclo cle-se with.l revolvcr at his srrmptuorls apartmenl
in thc fashionablc Part: de Monr:cau area'.

By 2009, I had a lot of expcricnce in Englislr lhrnilv history: br.rt I had
no idea whal resoLlrccs rrlight lx] availablc lor Paris ir] thc carly years of'
the iast ccnlrrry. Online scarchcs irt early 2(X)9 lor thc Aisinrn:rn farnily
prorlucr:r I only a li.r,v hits. bL.rt one was an ardclrcss in Paris lbr Senva's sorr
Fcllx in l9li2: 72. avr:nue cle Srrllrcn, ncar lhc Eillcl Tower fthc sourcr.-
being a patcnt apljlicaiion Ibr a t:ofli:r: percolalor!).

Howcvcr. I slill rrt'cclccl original evicicncc to support thc story. So, \,vittr
suggestions on :rrchivr:s iurrl resourr:e:s galhcrc(l Via my collciiguc Danlien
McManrrs. a Slrbi(:ct l-il)rarian at the lirlivcrsit\,ofIlrislol. and his contitcts:
and. in l.'rancc, by ny sistcr SusrLn I'ri:fol, we sct o1l. Wilh thc limited linte
availablc to us. wc conr:r'ntrittecl or] tn'ing lo fin(l carli.'r c\.iclt:ttce lbr I'clix's
acklress: zrncl/or his pilrcnts acirlrr-:ss; and his l;r1he'r's (lcath certificatc.

Wc starl('d al thc Arclriues de Flrn-s. casily rcachc(l by M(tro to thc north-
eastern outskirts of I'aris. We also lburxl it easv to sigr) rlp lbr a rearlt:r's
tickct {no photo or a<lvancc notice rcquireal, jrrsl passporl II)), itnd thc
indr:xes ancl rcading room layout sccrncd rczrssrlringlv larniliar to us English
rcrrrrd ollicc users. 'l'ltirnks to t heir website wr-''cl lrccrt ablc to pre-sclect
somc p0ssiblc rcsollrccs.

\\re dcci(lc.l to conocntr?rtc orr tck:phorte dirt:ctories. Arurrrcires rJcs aborrrti-s
ou trlldplrorre (publishe(l along wilh thc French "Yellorv pages", or lJotlin.s .Jrr

Cornmertc. and knot\,.n as Bottil.s tbr shorl), choosir)g thc r.olutnes lbr 1932
and 1934 [none carlicr wcrc avail:rble in I]rint at llre Archil'cs]; and thc
voting rocor(ls: Ilr:hic'r.s de.s rllect:ur.s de PqrLs (1921 19391. Thesc lattcr
werc on original slips, rvhich ha<l to llr-' conslllled in a srrpcrvised reacling
room. We also looked at vadorrs printed indexcs an.l rcf-ercnce rvorks in
the mair) rcacling roonr. Bu1 $'c lracl littlc luck, beyoncl confirnring I'-clix's
addrcss in tht'tck,phone directory fbr 19112 (sarrte slreet. slightly (lillercnt
nunrber). Wc realise(l aft(]nv:lrds lhat rvc tOrrlcl havt' consultccl more
telephone dirrctories on mkrrofilnt if rvc'cl had tinre. l)l1t wc urguntly wantcd
to pjn down Scn!'a s dctrth. As i1 took placr: aftcr 1925, wc needccl to conslrll
thc origirral rcgistcrs in tlre rcle\.ant to\\n ha11 (tnoiit'cl arroncli-s-sernen t).
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So our next slop was a visit to the Parc Monccau in the spring sunshine.
wcll worth visiting in its own right. it was indeed surrorrnded by sumpttrous-
looking buildings. But, still having no address, wc had no idea which
rnairic to visit in search o[ Scnya's deal-l-r ccrtificate. We forrnd we were
nearest to thal for the 8th, so in we went. I had read, back in England,
that as I was not a direct dcscendant, I might not be allowed access to the
records. IIowever, I filled in an application {brm for a certificate, saying
that I was a "cousin" ancl that the death was in 1928 or 1929, possibly in
the 8th arrondissement... Within ten minutes, the smiling olf'icial returned
asking "C'cst bon?" - an.l indeed it was!

The.letails gave Senya's date zrnd placc ofbirth, his occuPation (President
dc la Societe lrctrol-Bltrck FranQais). full names of both his parents, his
wife's firll n:rme. his home address and the address, date and time of
dcath, the namc and address of the employce who reportcd his death: all
completcly new information, and al1 free! The only thing missing was the
cause of death. (We have since been told that this typc of information is
hcld clse-where and is only given to direct descendants).

llccause he dicd at 8, rue Alfred-de Vigny, which was just round thc
corner, wc set off at once. This was a striking neo-gothic, medieval and
Ilenaissance stylc house built round a courtyard, and backing on to thc
park: amongst othcr things, it was the home of the Club Alfred de-Vigny'
and the Consen'atoire Intcrnationale de Musique. Chccking later' wc saw
that it is knowrt as the Fldtel Menier, arnd was built in 1880 by Ilend' thc
son of a famous chocolate manr:tacturer, 6mile Menier. lrr thc l95Os it was
taken ovcr by the fashion house, Givenchy.

The address of the 'ernployee' reporting Senya's dcath was also close
by [perhaps this was the head office of the F-rcnch Petrol Rlock - still to
be confirmed). Sertya s home addrcss was overlooking the park' in the
bouLeuard de Courc<:LLes, and part of a long, impressive lcrace, which wc
had carlier been adniring ignorantly ihrough thc park railings!

Wc are now planning possible dcstinations for our next archival trip We

will nccd to arr:rnge advaDce permission to go to thc BibLtotttdque NatlonaLe
de FTance in orde:r to consult a copy of Scnya's earlicst rccordecl work'
which is probably lris thesis (Karlsruhe, 1892); and perhaps investigale
newspapers there in case his death was noted in any way. Rack at the
ArchiDes de PC.r.s, we cortld look at morc IJottins; at another clirectory, I-e
'I'olrt Prrris: Atvruatre de: La soct€t€ pari.sierll:ue...', and, rtow tl-rat we herve

addresses, at the Ddrrcrnbremenis r/e LQ popuLo.Lion fbr 1926 zutd 1931'
the flve-yearly census returns which give individual dates of birth and



0ccupations. Unfortunatelv, we cannot check where Scrrya was buriecl, as
the records ol the Ponpes -/Lndbres for the rclevart yeerr do not appe.rr to
survive. But we might have more luck in thc Re,glstre de, dtc:Iaration de Ln

succe,ssion, il this applies to non-Frcnch nationals, and always assunting
that family mcmbers were allowed to inherit in the r:ase of er suicicle [if
indecd it was a suicicle).

We could retrrrn to the sarnc rrrrine to chcck for the two lll.lrriages of Fcli-r's
sistcr Nellie (Cornelia), onc ofwhich delinitely took placc in Paris in t 928. I also
need to write to the prcsent occrrpiers of 8 rue Al,fred de'VI11ny, to sce rvhcl.her
any of them holrl zrrchives bach to 192.(), or havt: any mrtrnory ol n death Of a
RomanieLn oil rnagnalc zrt the h(:ight ol thc Wall Slreet (lrash. Ancl somewhcrc,
the rt:cords 01' the tkrlrol Block conpanl'. possiblv corltaining background
inlormation allout thc directors zurd th(:ir movcntcnls, mav sur\ive.

Acknorvledgcrnents. M:inv thirnks to l)r Gtwncth Nair lbr hcr cornpalt\'.
rescarch ancl ir(h'icc over the ycars; also to M(-rlanic David. Simone Davi(1.
Isabelkr I)i(licr, Moniqrrc Diclit:r anci Srrsan Prillbl. lcrr local grriclancc and
hospitalitr': an(l 1o Danrien M('Manus itnd his o nail ( or)tacts gatherr:rl bv
Diana I)L\on. lan Maxted. anrl Iilizabt:th Melrosc.

Jennili.'r Sch('rr is lle:ctd of Mentbe:rshiIJ Seruace.s. I/niu€?rsitr,r of BrLsIoI Ltbnutl

I,CAL STUDIES: SUSTAINABILITY IN THE DIGITAL AGD.
Report on the LSG Natlonal Conference, Kew, Ju[e 2011
Dianru D*otr

Terry Brachcr. Chair of I-SG ?lnd Archives arlcl l,ocal Studies Manautcr.
Wiltshirc anrl Swindon History Centre. set ltlr: [)z]ll rolling with ?r reflcclivc
oven'ir:rv of thc crhallonges facring loc?rl stuLlios toclav in Lo<:al Stualics:
Curror)1 Clorllcxt and Kcy Issr.rc:s in which hc t:xplorcrl rn:rny ol thc issrrcs
facirlg cllrrent local studies l)rovision. c i(lontifie(l trvo corc elemcnls
from 0rrr nission stal('ment: Ii)stcring nnd pron)oting cotnmrrnitv idcltlily
and lostcring acccss to our divcrse local :rnd r)ational wrillcn an(l piclori.rl
herita.qe. 'lhcse arc a funclnrnt-'ntal pitrt of pLrltlic lilrran' provision irn(l
Terry l)ainte(l a rnixerl picturc o[ srrcccssfl.rl olrtcon]es and thr(-'ats to tllc
scn'ico ll.y ren)inding us that ?rlthorrgh son)e scr-vices arc facing closrrrr-:s
and rcrlunclancies. thc overall J)icture is positifir. Local studics l)rovisirr i\
a lronl runncr in mccting tarQcts for tllc Big Socicty an(l Localisnr :rgcn(las.

Digital initiativcs alre ?lt thc lirrefiont of locarl studir:s l)ro\dsion and il is
encourzrging that older projccts such as th(' DlrrllalD llecor(l ar.e now
being rcvitaliscd by Wt'b2. Local studies liblarians arc cxploitirrg."veb 2.O
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technologies a]ld digital community archives. Solihull libraries pioneered the
usc of QR cocles and historic photographs ofthe Swindon collection are now
available on Flickr. Bcsides this, basic cataloguing and classification skills
and knowledgeable staff are still essential. Close working with the community
is vital and he illustrated this wiih a mrmber of projects including assistings
local societics and muscums with HI-F bids :u-rd engaging zLll rnembers of
the community. Much of this work involves partnerships, especially cross
sector work within the heritage arena. 'lhere is a trend for mergers and the
Wiltshire ernd Swindon History Centre is a good example, as is the Hull
IIistory Centre. Sustainable archives, digital curatorshiP and online access
arc all key elemcnts oflocal studies provision. Funding remains th.e biggest
challenge and consortium approaches to gaining firnding for dcveloping
cligital content was highlighted. He illustrated his talk with a video clip which
showed a proiect of teenagers examining attitudes of older people to them.

1'racey Williams, l,ocal Studie s Librarian, Solihull Heritage and l-ocal Studies
gave an inspirational and enthusiastic account entitled 'Social Networking
Group Thcrapy!' She bcgan by affirming that social media is really group
thcrapy and is ]lccoming increasingly important in the current economic
climatc as a suppofl mechanism. Dcfuling twitter as a very personalised news
feecl she dcmonstrerted how the l,ocal Strrdies Group committee is finding
it increasingly uscfitl as a communication tool and also as a means to keep
abreast ofwhat is happcning. Its benefits are speed, exlending networks, alld
pcrsonalisation. 'lhe LSG wcbsite a]ld blogs carr provide instant feedback on
matters ofconcern and interest. with engaging modcslv Tracey revealed how
the local studics group twitter account had almost been set up by accident.
Once her own misgivings had been overcome she rapidly recognised its
valuc as a tool to promote the local studies ser-vice in Solihull both within
the authority and exlcrnally.

Anne Sharp brought us firmly down to hard economic reality with'What's
worth? Income Gcneration, Evaluation and Advocacy' which was a
refreshingly realistic asscssment of how South 'I)rncside is meeting the
L.ocalism agenda. ljsing the theme of Smart Swots in Shilting Sands shc
looked at funding isslres and outlined the major sources. Her cmphasis
was on evahration ofcosts and ensuring that outcomes met the priorities of
funding bodies, espccially from private trusts and companies. She stressed
the importance of reliable statistics to quantify footfalls and income to
demonstatc customer bencfits to prove dclivery of social inclusion and the
big society agendas. Suality was also extremely important for demonstrating
valuc and coulcl bc assessetl via qucstionnaires, interviews, case strrdies'
and diaries. Advocacy is paramount and can be achicvcd through media
campaigns, public speal{ing, commissioning research and events. Pictures
illustrated some ol thcsc exents. Turning to income generation, Anne e::?lored



various ways of achicving this in a feasible and sustainable manner. A case
study to digitise and repackagc a collcction ofglass ncgativcs showed how
seMce development went hand irr hand with SMART objectives and this was
achieved by using volunteers an(i also through partnerships with NEMLAC,
the U3A and even involved setung up a local history sociely in South Shields.

Gill Barber's paper 'Making Memories: Community Archives and thc Big
Society' depicted the work of Hertfordshire Archivcs ancl Local Studies brrt
complemcnted much ofthc expericnce ofpreccding speakcrs anrl showedjrrst
how all local stndics librarialns are facing the samc issues. Making memories
is a community arctrive project which en.gages with volunlccrs to capturc the
memories of local residents. Althorrgh its undcrl].ing rnotivc is to demonstratc
thc service is nreetinC corporate agenclas. thc project was intencled to captrrre
memories beforc it is too latc, t.o flll gaps in published historics, 1.o raisc
moraie in areas of dcprivation and engage with diverse groups. It also was
intended to incrcase acccss to collcctions and lo rcnch nerv arldiences. Primed
with a grant frorn thr: HLF Your I lcritagc, thc projcct involved padnerships
with librilries. museurns. the lJniversity of Ilcrtlbrdshirc and local history
societics. Recnlitng ilnd training volunlc:ers was an csscntial componcnt anri
this was achievcd using comrrlunity websites.'fhr: resrrll ivas a nurnbcr Of
endcaring clips ofwcbsites dcpicl.ing aftcrnoon disoovery cvents such as thc
Our Oxhcy Tea Palrty nnd Rctro I lcrts. C)utcomcs havc inclr rclerl contenlporary
collecting. born digital material, alr.lio arnd video clips arrcl talking archivcs.
Thc projcct tras succcssfully includecl tcenagcrs, t.hc homcless and young
travellers cngaging with a much wider commrrnity lhan hitherto. As srrch il
has givcn local peoplc a voice an(l is a sustainablc rcsorrrce full ofpolential.

Besitles the formal presentations. delcgates werc also given the chance to
exchange vicws in bre:rkout sessions which lookr:cl at thc rnain achicvemenls
and challcnges facing local sllldies librarians ancl horv :jcn'icris ar('
changing in thc currcnt economic climate and lraining rrec:ds. Thcrnorl
discussion groups in the afternoon covercd lunrling sourccs. ac(css 1{l

local ncwspapcrs, social networking and ust: of volLrnlct:rs. 'l-hc vcnuc was
ideal, thc organisation {lawlcss ancl thc day rounrk:cJ oll with ir tour ol ltrc
National nrchives.

Local strrdies librarians are facing challc'nging timcs. but the overall
imprcssion of thc day was vcry positive. All thc speakers wcre promoting
Ircalisrn and thc Rig Society ag(jnclas through in1aginativ(' proi(:cts invoh'inA
partnerships ancl using volunteers to engage with rncr]]bers ofthe commrrnity
and to increasc access to tltcir collections.

Diana Dixon ts llotrcrery CuraL()r o-f Sauthu.rolrJ Mrr-scun onrl u mernber o-l'

the LSG cofi7n7tttee



A SENSE OF PI"ACE: local studies in Australla and New Zealand
Diana DLYon

'l'his is a brief report on this confercnce for Australian and New Traland
librarians, which was held in Sydney in May 2011. The impressive Mitchell
Library of the State Library of Ncw South Wales was the venrre for this
well attended event. The l,ocal Studies Group had been invited to provide a

spcaker to orrtline clcvelopments in British local studics librarianship arld
I was honourcd to be your represcntative and to present a paper entilled
From Mrrnuscd:pts to MetodatL: the changing Jace oJ LocaL studies .

A tightly packed programme pinpointed some of the exciting initiativcs taking
place in Australia. Topics inchrded a wide spectrum of subjects ranging from
working with local history groups to blogs arrd augmented reality Communiq/
archivc projects featured prominently, as did partnerships working with
volunteers. There is a much stronger of using volunteers in Australia alrd
New Zealand and volunteer activities included accessioning and indexing
documents as $r:ll as giving talks and guided history tours.

What emerge.l strongly from the conference was the enthusiasm and
commitment of so many of our collcagues down under' Some of their
work is extremely innovative: srrch as running photographic competitions
using material in the collection to stimulate new pictorial work, mounting
exhibitions using works of art and muscum objects as well as teatime talks
all demonstrate the cagerness to engage with the local community and to
attract new atrcliences. It was also encouraging to see so many parallels
with the work that is bcing undertaken hcre and to draw comparisons with
members of the bcal Studics Group. Nonetheless' lessons can be learnt from
our Antipodean collcagues. This was a highly stimulating arn.l informative
conference. Each clay concluded with a pancl discussion and a scries of
rccommendations was tabled for sLlbmission to government.

Dirna Dixon ts Honorery Curator oJ Southurold Museum and a member oJ the
LSG committee. IJ gort trottld Like ang further inJormation about the conJerence,
gou can contact her at dtr;.r.o..dixon(@ctLtp.org.uk

AI,AIII BALL AWARDS 2O1O

The Alan Ball local history awards wcre established over twenty five years
ago and have bccome a wcll establishccl part of the local history scene Thcy
were established to encourage quality local history pu.blishing by public
libraries and local authoritics. They arc organised by the Library Services
Trust and proviclc excellent publicity for loc:rl studies both nationally and



locally, particularly in the winners'home areas. While originally all entries
were of prinled items, the range is now much wider and 'prrblication' is now
deemed to includr: books, marps, manuscripts, prints, drawings, exhibition
cataloglres, bibliographies. CDs, wcbsitcs or any other audiovisllal or
electronic format.

The six judges, inclurling Alan Rall himself, were chaired bv Mchyn f]arncs,
former (lrrildhall I-ibrarian: they d(:cidecl to make three nwar(ls, tic rnaxirnurn
number perrnitted. Two entries were also Commcncled.

The Alan Ball Awards 20l0 ilrc:
Dast Lothiarr Corrncil for Eest lt)Llailnr 1945 2OOO e(lited by Sonia llakcr,
which saw the culnination ol a sr-'vcn volumc seri('s bv manv hancls r(:slllting
in a monu[lental rvork ol sc]rolarship with its (lctailc.l content rnatched t)y
excellenl star.rdaftls of physir:al Production:

Epping Irorcsl I)isl rict Council fo1' 'llvl Ltfe and Ari cr-/ Oclalirrs /)r-r:ie I)ectctnt
by Chris Ponrl an(l Ilichilrd Morris. This well-pro(luccri book. a collaboration
betwecn thc (lorlncil and Loughl.on and District Historiczll Society, is an
exccllenl {an(l w'ell illrrslratcd) exirmplc of a prrblicalion which pllts i1 local
collcctioll into thc public clornairt by rnakirlg availal)le a modestly pri<ccl
book that rcflects various aspccts of thc local scr:net

Nottinghanlshire (lounty Collncil for 'Ihese UrL(\.rlettl Tirrres; lVeu'ork arrd
the CtuUiart Experionce o-f tltc CtDiL Wars 1640- 1660by Sl uart,Jcnnings. 'll) is
very dctailc(l stlrdv of a specific pcriod, rvell rest-'archt'cl .1n(1 wcll pro(lucc(1.
has all thr: hallmarks o1'an t:xcellcnt local history prrblicalion.

The lblk^ving titles are Commendccl:
East Renfrewshirc Corrncil lbr rr,'urrrr.pol1olloth(,Ilo-sl.co. r1k. thc lvcl)sitc ()f
a large kxral history collcction that remains opcn for adclilions, whictr tlrc
judges lound casy to accress and na\.igate and rvhiclr cnalll('s users to tra('('
docrrments artcl vicw a vast r)urnl)er ol images;

Stevcnagr: Llorough for SleDenage: e llLst orlJ.li'ofit Ronan l'inles lo tlte: I\t:stttt
Dag by Marg:rret Ashbv :rncl Don I Iills. a well \!Tittarr) ancl rvell rcsc;lrch('(l
hisl.ory oI a t o\r'n that has rcsultcrl in a really a1lrac1iv(] book.
Any library or local authority. largc or smarll, is cncourage(l to enter. Ileccr)t
examples of u,inners rangc frorn parish councils t{) larrgr: pulrJic Iil;r:rri{rs wil lr
largc pulrlishing programmcs an(l thr:ir o\1,Tr irnl)rint. Iror more clertails an(l
an application form crontact: Eric Wintcr,'I'hc Library Sen'ices -l'nrst. Cll-ll).
7 Ridgmount Strcct, Lonclon WC lD 7AE. -lel O2O 7255 O(;:18. Iimail: cd(.
wintcr@cilip.or{.uk Thcre is also informati0n artcl a li)rnl in this issue. I)o
think allolrt r:ncouraging your aul horit,v to onter.

The closing date for the 20ll Awards is 3l October 2011.



ALAN BALL
LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS

The object of the Awards is to encourage Local

Authorities to produce local history publications to a

high standard Publications will be deemed to include
books, maps, manuscripts, prints, drawings, exhibition
catalogues, bibliographies, CDs, websites or any other
audio-visual or electronic format.

Library Services Trust is a registered charity.

The Trust has a range of awards, one of which is the
Alan Ball Local History Award.

Alan Ball is now retired but was formerly Chief
Librarian of tlre London Borough of Harrow. He was
for many years an officer and member of the London
and Home Counties Branch Committee of the Library
Association, which has published a number of books
written by him on local history topics. This Award is

named after him in recognition of his service to the
branch.
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ALAN BALL
LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS

ENTRY FORM

(Forename)

(Surname)

TITLE OF WORK

DAIE OF PUBLiCATION ......,,..,,,

LOCAL AU IHORIT

NAME OF CONTACT

.......postcode

TELEPHONE...-....

FURTHER DETAILS

DESPATC H

ENQUIRIES

CLOSING DATE

On a separate sheet, please give any available
details about the publication which you would lke the
iudqes to consider.

Please enclose works n a padded book bag with an entry
form for each work and addressed to:

Eric Winter
Library Serv ces Trust (Alan Bali Awards)
7 Ridgmount Street, London, WC 1 E 7AE

Queries about the Awards may be addressed to:
Errc Winter tel: 020 7255 0648
email: errc.winter@cilip. org. u k

3 
'l October 201 1
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