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EDITORIAL

The LSG Clommittee hars f;een consi(lering where the Group goes lionr here io
make strre lhat we continlle to proli(le a sen'ice for local sttr<lies librarians in
to(lay s circumstilnces firtitnciitl arlrl rvorkwisc. 'lo this en(l we have agreed i1

Mission Statcment reirdv fbr use when asked to do so - perhaps tojustily olrr
exislcnce. You will renrenll)er lhat w(' have also produce(l a mrrch nlore (letailcd
list o[ Aims .uxl C)b-icctivcs. prrblisht:<l ir.r orrr Srrmmer 2O09 issrrt:. Togethcr
these shoulrl help pcople ('larify their thoughts in for inslirnce defining staffing
ncecls or pcrhaps rvht'n th(:y go into a nc$'siluation srrch ils a local studies
centre trk)ng \vith itrchivists itncl muscrrm stall.

ln the Iight of mo(lcrn tcchnological dcvelopn)ents it is natrrral that th(: Connnitt('e
wish l() ernl)hasise to nlcnlbers thc inlportiDce ol the LSG website. l)oth to
disselninat(,' inlbrnation and to allolv nlcmbcrs to communicatc rvith i:ach
olher. ()rrr rvcb e<litor. Traccy Williarrts. has estltllishcrl a serics of case sturiit's
slrmmilrising initi:rtivcs lionr intlividrrarl lil)raries. with a contac t :rrklress: thcsr:
are un(ler the hcacling'lniliati\'('s. She has also introduced a blog. on \!,hich
nrcml)crs arc invit(-'(l 1() cor)tril)utc. Trilcey tells al)out these developm('nts in
h(r arii('le. Yorr shoul<l also noit'that CIILIP has irrtro(hlced ir lacilitv ()n thc
rvt'bsite for some n-r?rlori:rl to l)e rcsirictcd to nreml)ers onlv. :rncl to acc('ss this
infbrnlation you must regisler. So lirr less thiur half 0t LSG mcmbers havt'rlonc
so. an(l rvill thert'fore not bc-' ablc 1o a( cess sonrc miltcrial li-ont LS(].

A lirrtht:r clt'velopneol rel.rlcd to the lvel)sile is its al)ility to pul)lish documcnts
eflicientlv. arxl this (lirccth' zrff-e( ts flrc Ircal Sllrdi(,.s Lib(rri(rrr. The Conlnritt('e
wishes to rnilintain orlr.journal in printed li)rm. l)ut ilrcreasing costs, I)irrticlllarly
for poslages. havc'nratle this clifficrrlt. w('know tllirt nr?rny rnenrbcrs prcli'r
a l)rintc(l jellr-nal. ancl that son)c'halc no casv itcccss to zl ('onr[)lrter. so 1l]e
conrmittec l)rolx)ses tQ prorlrr<'e onr) I)rintc(l issue a veiu. ?rnd therc rvill also lle'
two isslres prrblislred ('lecl ronicillh . 'l'crry llracher rwites irlloul thesc cllanges.

E(hlcalion lirr nort proli:ssicnal ilssistzlnis in locirl studies hrts alwrys lleen it
problem. as thc NVg clualificaiions clo rrol nrcct thcir n.-('(ls in this lield - therc
arc no sllecilic qualificirtions for local stu(li(:s. A new {lualification has. t}rerc-lirrt',
norv bt'en rlcr.eloped irimc(l a1 irssisiants working in lil)ri1rics. archi|es an(l
inlornrirtion sen'i('es which illlo\\'s stilff to lake qltional units in loczll slrrtlics.
Jill Barber 1r:lls rrs aborrt this in (k'tail.

Much of this isslle sc('nrs 1o be abolrl orrr own housckeeping. l)ut all ol thcse
topics irre titarl to our elficiency in the ftrtrrre irnd thercli)re orlr abiliry* to sen'c
tllc pul)lic prope-rlv.

Finalh,: use our webslte regularly arld register qrith CILP as a member.



ORAL HISTORY IN THE TWENTY FIRST CENTURY: linklng
unlversities and communities
SLeptLetr C(LLLrrce

Oral HLston-7 has been making a noticeable contribution to historical research
in this country lbr five decades or so by recording and using reminisccnces.
Elsewhere. oral traditions passeci from person to person may still form the
main way of presen ing the distant past, but most western uses are quite
different. invoh'ing the collection of memories oIpersonal cxperience instead.
Its success rvas largcly due to initiatives from outside acaclcmla, olten based
in librilries and museums. which makes it one of the most democratic streuds
of history. Academic wariness stemmecl partl)' fi'om the name itself, for'oral'
clearlv indicates spoken reminiscences. and not alocumcnts. while 'history'
implies that those reminiscences constitute in themselvcs an acccptable
general account ofthe past. I-et mc strcss. hower.er. that the tyPical acaden.lic
historian cloes not exist. e rd there is ccrtainly no oflicial 'line' on oral history.
Today. I rvorrlcl sav that while a few still conclcmn it utterly, the majority
accept it in somc form even though few actively involvc thenseh.es in it.

In fhct what gets recorded is testimonu which forms a distinctive addition
to the evidencc base that historians drarv on, not a shortclrt th:rt replaces
traclitional scholarship. Fcw people. after arll, can spontaneously recotlnt
their lives in a carefully organiscd ancl coherent manner - I certainly
cannot. Therelbrc, even seeking straightfonvard autobiography involves
editing to produce a reaclablc ter'1, probablv on a massive scale. Indeecl, no
one can give trustworthv evi(lence on anlthing thcy have not experienced
directly. as courts oflaw recognise. Therefore. no singlc accolr.tt cver lbrms
anything like a roundecl history, but acknowledging such limitations in
your evidencc is part of the research training all prol'cssional historians
receive. More seriorrslv, srrch accorrnts clo not offer precise descriptions of
e.vents ancl attitudes as thcy were, but our memories of thenl The natural
rrrge to go back as far as possiblc means they are often distant rnen]ories.
Wc all lbrget things. and the policc will readily confirrr that eye witnesses
dilfer enormously in clescrjbing cvcn rccent events, which was why history
generally cut loose from memorv as an acceptablc primary sorrrce cluring the
nineteenth century. Why then turn back to it? Simply because the prelcrrcd
alternative. written documcnts. onlv rcflectecl the experiences ofa select ferv
pcoplc. and collectin.g evidence Ii'om as nany people as possible prevents
individual pcrspecti\.es taking over in oral tcstimony.

Certainly my own intcrcst developecl :rs I finishecl my BA in 1969 because I
lclt that the ordinary families and towns that lbrmcd my own backgrouncl
had simpll, becn overlooked in rny studies. The massive expansion of thc
topics historians wilnted to explorc thcn showed a growing sense that
histoly shorrld be a common possession oIall the nation. Morcover, the new



approach was l)opular. lbr thorrgh not cveryor.lc is intercsted in the past.
generallv people ckr like to reflet't on how thev and the societics thev IiYe
within have devclopcrl. Altl.rorrgh ninetoenth-ccnt rlrr,r professional historians
had mostly restrictcd themseh.es to the (levclopment of European nalion
states and cnrl)ires. ancl the intern:rl ancl extcrnzrl conflicts th?rt resultc(I. in
lact any aspecl ofthe hrrman l)asl is relcvant (though in llractice we split ofl'
investigalions mostly reliant on excavation as trrchar:ologv). lnrleecl. his1oru
is acttrallv unttsual in the conlplexitv ?lnd (liversitv ol its sub-icct mattcr: no
other universitv sul)-icct has an ollicially-cndorsecl lrenchmark statemcnt
comparable 1() this one rvhicl-r clclibcratelv aYoi(ls saving that anv spccific
pcriod or approach is so central that all history clegrr:es nlrrsl contain it.

Moreovcr. in tlrc l96Os, technologv solved the kt'y problenr with oral trislory
lbr seriorrs rese:rrchers - r'erifialrilih,. Mo(lern historv claimed crcclil)ilitv
becarrse it workcd from cvidence that corrld bc chr:cke(l by others. brrt spoken
memories corrlcl not meet that sttrndarcl. Horvcver. nechanical recor(ling
meant thilt instcacl of writinc thin.gs dorvn zrs bcst thc collector corrlcl. rvith
readcrs askccl to tnrst the .lccrlracv of ttre rcsrrlts, memories wcre ltow
preserved cxactly as thcy wcre sllokcn. and coul(l be archivecl ancl fbotnotecl
like a document. Todav. digital recor(lers have simplifierl recording. and
oomplrters can storc thc resrrlts:rncl marke therl directly accessiblc around
the rvorlcl. lncreasinglv. lristorians strcssecl the fallil)ilitv of documcnts. so
oral tcstimony no lorrg(-'r stoocl oul.

Morcover. historical investiQation (loes not creatc sonle cle?rr set oIscientific
laws that can bc Conficlcntly wrilten into text books. 'l-his is not adopt
an cxtre[le position that wc ef]i.r'tivclv knorv nothing. ltecause that is
indefensil)lc. This counlw nor,v has an cstablished l.ristorical framework
that no-onc scriorrslv arrlucs witl.t. anrl therc mav ltc no al)solute dghts in
history. btrt therc arc a nrrrltitucle of clt'ar wrongs: events like thc two world
wzrrs r:lcarlv diri happen. Acarlemi(' historiarls there[orc ne(:d to keep history
in an activc sta1e. not j r I s1 thror rglt new rcseilrch. but lty ensuring that what
we know is refigrrre(l to rcmain rel(:\'anl to a chan.ging prcsent. That in lltrn
reqrlires loc.rting acadenrics withirr a wirler c'omn:uni1v ol all tltose involvod,
potentiallv or.lcti\.clv. il w.- arc io rru(lorstalt(l rvhere orrl ltistory is todav. I
can bcst illlrstlate tlris throrrgh a rli:rgram i(lentilying fbur intercst groups:

Aca(lcmic
historians

'[]roatlcasiers'

ORAI,
HIS-I'ORY

Non-prolessional
historians

Librarics. muserrms
an(l schools



The point hcre is that academics possess neither ownership nor automatic
leadership. bllt constantly interact with the others to detcrmine what is
actually achieved. This is a special case in that given the need to make
recordings, those with technical skills play a much more active role than
here than in most other methodologies, and the recordings themselves can
be used by the media. Despite this the role of technolo$/ must be kept in
perspective if historicral research is the prime goal. What historians want
is irubrmation, and as long as it is audible and credible, they will use a
recording that could ner.er be usefully be played to a]]-I audience. Thus, if
a seventeenth-centl lry diary full on information was to turn up, no-one
would advocate throwing it away because the cover was missing and rats
hacl chcwed the edges, or if the writing was hard to decipher. It is a real
plus for oral history that recordings can engage an.l delight ar-I audience,
as I can pcrsonally testity, and everyone shoukl get the best results they
can, but to refuse to make a recordingjust because the equipment available
is poor seems inclclcnsible to me. Moreover, it is possible to clean up poor
recordings very effectivelv today.

The other two corncrs also play crucial roles in this country because of
oral historv's heav-v involvcment in social and cultural investigations of
ordinary lil-e. The general diversity ofhistory has preser-ved non prolessional
involvcmcnt at levels that have few parallels in other subjects. but as noted
before, they are particularly significant here. ln this country cspccially. the
importance of local history in the developmenl of our national take on the
past is much rrnderylayed in my vicw, and thcre have been superb historians
outsicle the r-rni\.ersities. I have clrawn enormolrs inspiration. lbr instance,
liom the research of Willian Crrmp. a tearcher in Halifzr-r whose botanical
interests lecl l.rim via landscape history to an amazingly sophisticated
understanding ofthe comple.xity ofthe eerrly roots ofmodern industrialisation
in 1he Pennines. Calling thcrn anratcnrs may bring negativc connotations
when the intention is to recognise that many active researchers work purely
due to personal intcrcst. Srrch pcoplc prevcnt acadcmic historians cutting
themseh'es adrift anrl listening only to each other. Such introversion leacls
to overemptrasis on technique and point scoring. and private languages
dcvclop that onlv insiclers rrnderstancl.

MJr percreption of this situation explains my .lecision to work in museums
alter lca\.ing rrnivcrsity. and I maintain it today by giving talks to societies. a
very enjoyable process. I finc1 that the results of my PhD thesis on Yorkshire
thrm horsemen can be put over rvith equal clzrrifr znd interest in village
halls ancl international conferences, as long as yor.r are sensitive to your
audience. I also feel that in a time of enormous and fundarnental social
change, the need lbr a lvidely-based recording project has ner.er been more
urgent. and the possible range of topics is vast. -lakc. 1br instance, chilclhood,
something \.er'\y' mlrch in the ne-ws fbr many vears now, with debate about
both abuse of all sorts ancl whcthcr chilclrcn grow up thr too fhst. Many



conmcntators contr:rst orlr clrrrenl state with thc pasi. yet a lot of what is
writtcn is clJectivcl-v wishlirl thinking. antl I worrlcl sav tlurt ntusetrl.ts do a
vcrv poorjob in this atra.

Tl'rus. thc :rverage childhor)d .qalleru is (lominate(l bv clisplavs ol ior.s. ckrlls.
spccial clothes anil ntrrsern lirrrritrrre. rrsuallv fiont thc late ninctecnllt
arrd earlv t\venticth conlrrries. However. cven a nlor ent s rellcction shorrlcl
tell rrs thnt this rellects a tinv liaction of the poplrlation. Nrlrscdcs were
extrcnrclv ran'. anrl thc ovenvhelrning nrajoritv of cl'tildrcrl sintplv plavccl
outsi(le the housc. in gror-lps ratlrer tllan as in(li\.ichrals. Tlrev filled llrcir
tirTrc with garncs I)lilve(l 1o tra(litional nrles. lcarnt'rl fl'om olheI clriklren. arrd
haci Iittle to do rvith their par('rlts - nlv generatior r.uas still largely tol(l lo go
orrt an<l plav and.l'ust to cortl'back firr rnc'als. ('\'cn in l)o()r lveiltlrer. Wornen
hacl too rlltrch to clo irr.rrl litthcrs wcrc out at work. Eqllil)menl ftrr gamcs
was.gerterallv galhcrecl tog('ther rathcr than bolr{ht. anrl in rrr-v c\l}erien( e

rangt:d fion slones tllurt crorrlcl bc'rrserl to rnark arrows on paverrtents lbr
tracking 1o okl. lralcl lcrlnis 1)illls;rrrrl lrornc nrarlc guns irrrcl Vchi<'lcs. The
latter tracl a rnrrltitrrcle Of krcal nanres slrch ils trolli('s. bogics. go ('arts an(l
so on. I havc scvt'r:rl tiurcs rernarkecl (lllring talks tlral tlte grcatest wislr of'
mosl ten vear ol(l llovs arorrncl lS)60 was a filnctional sct o{ pranr rvhcels
rvilh rvhiclr 1o llrilrl srrclt tllings. Rought tor.s existt'cl. l)ul in gcncral llre)'
soon qot vclv l)altcrc(l ancl cvc'n l)l-okcn. Iona zrncl I'etcr Oqrie shorvcrl lhari
e\,('n verv vollnc ( lrilrlrt'n can lre inlcn,i('wed wilh gr('at results on tllis topic.
and lherc is no olh('r rvzr-v of recor.cring the re:rlitv.

Taking this Irrrtht'r. nl' [)h[) rescarc]r crtrle'cl up ilealing rvith llr('lransilion
fi'orn c hiklhoorl to aclull statrrs in i hc nrr?ll liast [ii(ling of Ybrkshire. Th is was
enlir(lv duc to {i)lk^ving rrP rrncxpet'icrl nralerial that t'amc orrt o[rrrv lirst orrrl
hislolr sessions. I had go1 interestt'rl in lhe ol(l lrorse ccononrv wllilc working
c\rorv sunlr]rcr lbr marr1, vcars on Qrirss-cutting gangs lbr ntv local corrrtcil.
an(l list('ning to tlre olclcr rncn rvlro harl oltt'rr rvor-kcrl on lirrnrs an(l {'\-i(lcntlv
knerv all alrorrl horses. 'l'hcrc rvas v<'rv liltk'in ln'int al)olrt farm rvorkcrs
1l.ren. ancl rvhat thcrc rvas fb<'rrsst'ci ort sorrthcr-rt linglanrl. inclu(ling thc
pioneering ol al history $()rk ol (lrorg(' Flrvart Evans. another non a('a(lerni('
rvho I lbrrnrl insllirilt ional. I ne'r'cr clr-crv rrp a lirrmal tlr rtst iorl nirir(:. l;rrl er.en
so tht'carlt. ir)t('n'iews overtllr{rw c\-enr'lhing my rcacling lc(l mc to exp{'ct.
W}rereas sorrlhcrn horsernen werr rnirklle-agr:tl or olrler. arxl en jo)'eal il high
status. Yorkshirc lrot's lcxrkecl allt:r horses on lcavine sr'hool aeerl tleh't'or
lhirtecn. I Iirccl lbr a ve?lr at a tin)c. tlrcv receive(l no wa.q('s till the year rvas
rrp. ancl u,t:rc lorlged ancl lecl orr larrns. They rvere calk:tl larm scn'ants. trnrl
Irrrtht:r lcscarch showc(l suq)risinqlv li'w tcenagcrs live(l at liornc l)clorc
I8O0: in h is irtflucrttial book 7Jtt, \\ttrld \Ue ll(rr'(' I-osl P('f cr Laslel l sai(l tlrat
this svstcm \\'as on(. of ihrce (lislincii\'(' aspects of earlv n)o(lerrr [']nglisl)
societr'- ancl herc tlris krst t'orkl rvas. still recoveral;lc in the 197Os bv talking
io mcn rr,ho hacl livcrl that rvav ol lile.

:



I remain proud of the book that came of all this, but very conscious that
mv academic role was to tbllow leads, like a detective, ancl to make a wider
sense oIwhat cmerged but not to impose some expected patlern. Iraving it
as a collection of evidence woulcl still have been worthwhile sirrce everyone
I spoke to is now dead. However, turning it into connected, rncaningful
social history meant combining it with more conventional approachcs, and
asking rvhy the boys accepted this and what sociel.v got out of it. The lattcr
was apparently a combination ofa lot ofwork resrrlting from a very effective
organisation of their chrties (something McDonalds and similar entcrpriscs
have realisecl today) ancl also the control of a potcntially disruptive eleirlcnt.
Many parents acknorvledge that their teenagers get on better with others
than with ttrem, and it is evidcnt that most like spending timc rvith others
like them. rvl-rilc sheer hard work fbr twelve hottrs a dav or ntorc, six days a
rveek. used up most of their enerqv. Thcy got a sense of responsibili$, ancl
plentl' ol fbod. lt w:rs not an idyllic way of life in any sense. or onc that coulri
be re-\rived toclav. but it worked then. You can sec more about this. and read
extracts lrom the interviews on the BBC local historJ wcbsite.

In musenms, I milintrinecl my irrterest as a minor theme. ancl the govcrnment
schemcs to help uncmployecl people iIr the 1970s and 80s fundecl a vast
amount of oral history work, mostlv olrtsitle the universitics. I workecl
lbr Kirklees Libraries and Mrrseums Sen,ice. based in H r rclclersfielcl. lbr
a rler:arle or so. :rnd contributed a litUc to thc tbund:rtion of the Kirklccs
Sotrnd Archive. which is now a very impressive research rcsource. We alscr
undertook more con\.entional uruscttm lvork through the san.lc schcntes,
ancl fbuncl local libraries excelleDt partncrs in providing research bascs and
venrres lbr displays of social history that rcsultccl. The disappointing part
was thilt there were l-ew lirtks to rrniversities. an(l allllotrgh there is a sort of
srrpcrficial gooctvill. a lirnctional ri1l still exists l)ctwccn most mtlseums and
Lrnivcrsity history departmcnts. fbr no very clear leason. At the moment we
at the tlniversity of Central Lanc:rshire are trying to creatc bridges through
moclules that provide work placemcnts and comurunity history pro-ject
te:rms. as rvell as cncorrraging students to base their final-year clissertations
on topics of interest to n)usctrms ancl other groups. Certainly, it is a great
sharne fbr n.rc that we have a lot of stuclents rvho get far more out of thcir
stuclies if a part of them is manilestly rncaninelirl in the real worlcl. ancl
museums like that ol thc Qrreens Lancashire Regiment. or the new Ribl;le
Stearn Railway, can getjobs done that would othenvise be impossiblc. This
inchrtles oral history rvork. and we raln one highly srrcccssfirl project with
the National Football Mrrserrrn, for instarlcc. rvhich lcd to :r tlisplay wl]ich
ran lbr some tine and hi,rs lclt them rvith an archive of fbotball- related
nrernories. nnother. linkecl to a regcncration project in the Frenchwood
district of Preston. has lccl to a booklet being IJublished. incltrcling sections
on childhood. When universities, librarics and rnttseums work togethcr. wc
can achieve a great dcal e.ven without huge resotlrccs.

Dr. Steplrc:rr
Irllcas/rire

Crrrorce is Sctli.)r Leclure in Hisloru. L/ni-'e.rsitrl ol' CenlraL
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DEVELOPING THE LOCAL STUDIES WORI(FORCE: a new qualification
J\LI Berber

In July 2OO9, Lifelong trarning UK publishecl a research rcport mapping
the current roles, qualifications and progression routes avail:rble to staff in
Libraries. Archives and Information Services (LAIS).'

Existing and impending skills gaps were a cause for concern. These rvere
attributed to the retirement of experienced staff, ICT der.'elopments (such as
digitisation and online resources), and rvork rvith diverse conlmunities. All of
these have an impact on Local Studies.

Existing LAIS qualifi cations
Research finclings showed that those who rvish to gain prolessional status
either through a first degree or postgradualte programme are well scn'ed with
a range oI courses in .lillerent modcs in a lvide range of places Across the
UK. Ilowever. for liontline and supporl staff. qualiflcations. vocational routes
and career pathways were lbuncl to bc limiteci.'fhere are no qualifications for
non-prolessional stalfworking in Arcltives, ancl the NvOs lbr Librarics clo not
meet crlrrent needs as there is insufficient co\.erage ofe skills and inltlrmation
skills.' Thcrc is no clear progressi{}n rortte eithcr betrveen Lillrilries anal
Archivcs. or to higher lcr.cl of skills.3 There arc no specific qtraJifications lbr
lncal Studies.

Thc rcport conclucled that there was an urgent need to clevelop qualiflcations
lbr the Libraries. Archir.es ancl Inforn)ation Senices (I-AIS) sector at le.vel iJ ancl
below for operation:r.l or frontlinc stall, in orcler to u;rskill the u'orkforce. and
ensure progression routcs.r It also identilie.l thc impoftance of developing
core and option unlts to strpport the wide varicty of roles in the LAIS scctor.
inclucling specialisms such as l,ocal Studics.

A new qualification for assistants in LAIS
As a rcsrllt. Lilelong l,earning UK, in partnership with the awarding body EDI.
has devclopr:cl hvo new qualifications airned at assistants working in libraries.
archives and inlbrmation seniccs.s They reflect the diverse range of skills
currently requircd of those operating in libraries. archives ancl inlbrmation
senices settings. Units inclutle understandinQ LAIS organisations. recortls
management, making usc of digital resources to srlppoft custorrers an.l a
range of specialist optional units.rl

Thev are paft ol the ncr.v Querlifications and Creclit Fr:unervork (QCF), a unit-
based system which enelblcs common rea:ognition and acceptance of crcdit
obtained by thc learner. [t allows learners to progress from lcr.el 2 to level 3
and then potentially onwards to higher edttcation qLr:rlifications.T



For Local Studies. the level 3 Diploma offers the potential for staff to take
optional units as pan of prof-essional or career devclopment.3 It may offer a
route to promotion. through accrcditation of work based learning. lbr those
who :rlready have responsibility for local studies collections. lt colrld also
provide an opportunity lbr stafi intcrested in moving into local studies. to
gain relevant knowledge and skills.

This is the lirst timc that a combincd qlr:rlification has been ollercd for those
working in botlt libraries and archives. and will be of particular relev:rnce to
assistants who are working in -joint local stuciies ancl archi\.e sen ices.

Specialist knolvledge
What is nerv about this rFralification is th:rt it rccognises that'as assistants
become morc experienccd. they o11en broaden the r:rngc of contexts within
which they rvork. take on :r r.vidcr rirnge of responsibilities :rnd/or dcvelop
additional specialisl lcnou'/edqe. Thev mav also undeftake aclditional functions
incf uding ...thc dcYelopment of speciatist lgnu-tledge of a p:rrticrrlar area in
ordcr to suppofl users with specific interests (lbr exanrple. palaeography.
lamilv history)."r

It is exciting to see that lrcal Stu.lies h:rs becn recognised as a particular
area ofspccialist knorvleclgc, with three units includecl in thc lcvel 3 Diploma.

Summary of Contents
The Diplom:r inchrclcs the follorving core rtnits. as wcll as lirrther units at lcvel
4 fbr those u'ith more milnzrgentcnt responsibility.
. [Jnderstanding the librarics. arc]hives:utd infornHtion sen:iccs cn\ironment
. ljnderstanaling a libraries. archir.es ancl information studies organisation
. Supporting lrscrs to rn:lke use of digital resortrccs
. Approachcs to the org:lnisation of inlbrmation ancl/or material
. Helping users to obtain acccss to infbrmation and/or material
. Pro\.iding indllction and orientatiol.l activities for users
. Promoting libr;rries, archives an(l inlbrnation sen ices

Specialist Units
Six optional units :rre bcing olTered. inchrding I-ocal studies. Family history
alrd Palaeogr:rphy. 't' The content of these units rvas dctelopecl tltrorrgh
consultation between klcal strrdies practitioners and the awarding bocl].. who
had to ensure it u'as alllirollriate lbr thc lerrel of the qualification. They provicle
a li:rnework rvl-rich can be d$'clopecl by local training pro\i.lers. supporting
lcarners based in libraries :rnd/or archiYes sen ices



Local Studles

Purpose and atm(s) of the unit
The unit aims to enable learners to develop. organise. care lbr and promote
the local studies collection for a raige of users. It invoh'es understitirding the
range of sources which make up the local studies collection. and policies lbr their
acquisition, It also in\.oh'es understanding how to protecL a.nd repitir local studies
material. and the \.alue of finding irids to help users access the collection.

Learnlng Outcomes Assessment Criteila
TlTe learner viIL 'fhe lt:arner ctLrt

l. Understan.l the rolc of
the local studies scnice

. Explain the clilfcrence between local
stu.lies and local history

. Describe lhc local studies needs of
diff-erent uscr groups

. Expl:rin the dilfcrence between local
s1ualies. archi\.es aljld museunrs

. Explain the bcnclits ol joint workinq with
other herit:rgc pr-oviders

2. Understand the sources in
the local studies collection

. Dcscribe the range of sources in the
local studies collection

. Explain the use of OS maps .lt
dilTerent sce cs

3. I lndersland lhe locirl
studics colleclion pollcy

. Idcntily wirvs of ircquiring matcrizrl lbr
the locirl stu.lies collection

. Expliiin issues relating Lo rctenLion ilnd
withclrawal

. Describe policics rcl.rting to Lhe
collection of clillcrcnt tlrpes ol lnrlerial

.1. Understancl how to cilre fbr
local sll rdics m:r lerials

. Dxplain the conscn'.1[ion needs ol the
local studies colicction

. Describe how to storc irnd protect maps
and photographs

. Explain possillle rcstrictions on
copying local stuclics rllateri.ll

5. Be able Lo creatc acccss to
local sllldies infornlaLion

. Flxplirin ways of pro\.i.ling acccss to
inlbnn.rLion iil local newspapers

. Iclcntily kc'y llndin{ aids lbr accessing
a range of OS maps

. I.lentil,],. apllropriatc solrrces lbr school
local history projcrcts

Useful resources
CILIP (2OO2] Guid<.Iines -for Incal Sluriies Prouisiorl iri Plrirlic Libraries
De\r'e. Michael l2OO2) Local SlLLdtes Coll€rdion Mertegement
I ncol S u Ldie s Librarien
CILIP s Local Stuciies Group www cilip.org.uk
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Porpo"" 

"rrd "i-(") of ,h. 'niF
Thr' r rnir irjrrsrn, n.rrJleie,rrr.-r- m..
I1 involvcs lln.ierstanding the ran{c of sorlrccs avirilallle. botlt in the library and
onlinc. si{nposting apfiropriale sources Lo pllrsue a particular line of enquin,.
and bcinQ a\[are of seirrch str?ttqies requiritd to link sortrces logethe. .rnd conslnlct
a familv irce-

Learning Outcomes Assessment Crlterla
The le(rrrlcr ll,ill Tlre Ie, rt rct cctn

l. l]nderstand how 1o orqanise
fanlily historv inlorm:rl ion

. D\plilin the importirncc ofgood recor(l
keeping

. Descrille how Lo create charts arnci
clisplay infornl.ttiolt

. Expl:rin the llrst steps in rese:lrching
fanrilv historv

2. Unclersl?in(l horv to Llse
sources lbr births. marriagcs
ancl deat hs

3. [Jn.lerstan.l how to usr] oLher
sourccs lbr' rescaacllin{ latDily
h is ion,

,1. De:rltlc to llse;r i-allge ()l
se:lrah lcchlliqrrcs to 1t-aac
lanrilY historv on the inl('rncl

Explrin the importan.e oI birlh. ltrarr
riage iin.1 cleittlt ccrtillcales
Exi)lain how 1.r obtain copics of birth.
milrriil€c an(l (lcalh certiiicates
Desciibc the inldrntation lbun.] in
p:irisl-r rceislers
Dxpl;rin how 1o iocate parish regjsters
D,\plain the benellls ancl limitalions oI
the Inlcrniltioi-ral Genealogical Index
IIGI)

L)es(r-ibe the infornration recorded in.liF
lercnl census rellt.ns between l80l and
r9l I
Irlxplain how 1o iln(l \l,'il]s and in\rentorics
Expl,rin inlbrtn|liolt foltncl in wills.:r(l
lninisl r?ltions and invenlories
I)aiscribe {l-rc \.allle of direcloriits atr(l
elecloral registers lbr f:rmillr hisLory

l(lentily kev websites lbr family histolv
Dl-.cril'c ho\\ to -. -ejlr( h tecl) r,ltr.-
to get thc besl rcsults liom kev wel)sitcs
Signpost users 1o online quiclcs to
soir.ces 1br tracing lanrily history



Palaeography

Purpose and atm(s) of the unit
The unit ains to enable learners to rcad and interpret the handwriting found
in English documents from l5OO to 18o0. particularly those used for local ald
lamily history. lt involves understanding the different styles used and being
allle to recognise ch.lracteristic letter lbrms. It aims to give learners with no
previorrs knowledge of Latin the confldence to recognise set Latin phrases, and
conmonlv rrsecl words. It also in!'olves identil_ying and correctly transcribing
allllre\.iations. :rs well as interpreting dates, numbers and currency.

Learnlng Outcomes Assessment Crlterla
The leorner t uiLL The learner cant

l. Llndcrstand the styles ixld
charirctedslics of handwriting
used in docurnenls uriiten in
English belween 15OO and ISOO

. Explain the different writing styles used in
old documents written between l50O and
1800

. Recognise indi\.idual letter forms

2. Unclerstand the use of Latin
in docunrents \witten beforc

. Idcntil,y typcs of documents in which Latin
is uscd

. Identily conmonly used Latin words fbr
people, places i1nd dates

. E{rlain t.rchniques that can be Llsed to
help read clocuments in Latin

3. Understancl the use of set
Ib.ms and abbreviations

. Idcntily standard phrases used in difler-
cnt types oI documen[s

. Describe signs. synbols and conventions
l rsed for 2rbbrevi:rI ions

4. Understand daLes. numbers
ancl r:rrn-encv

Describe dil-fbrent ways of recording dates
Interpret Roman numerals in documents
Identify nnding aids lor converting old
money into its cu.rent value

5. Understand how to Lranscribe
docuncnts $.riLten between
l5OO ancl lB0O

. Explain diflerent conventions used when
transcribing to deal with non standa-rcl
spelling and punctuation

. Explain key techniques used to overcome
difficulties in reaclinq old documents

. Identily resources. including dictionaries
and glossirries. which can be usecl to aid
tritnscription

Useful resources
Cheney C R & Jones, M (2OOO) A Hetldboolt o-f Doles: lbr Slrdents oJ Bnti.sh
HisLot!
Mirrsharll. Hilary (20041 Paleeogropllu Jor Fhnily (]nd lrcol Histoncns
Milward, Rosemar-v (1977) A Glosscry oJ H(mselwld and Forming Terrns Jrom
16tlL Century Probdte Inuentones
Online Palaeography Tu torial www,nationalarchives. gov.uk/palaeography
w\rw.measuringworth.com
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Conclusion
The qualifications rvill rt:place tlte cxistinq NVQs lrom I August 20lO ar]d rvill
be ready lor delivery bv tririning pro|idcrs across Englanrl. $rales and Northcrn
Irclancl liom Septcmber 2O1O.

'fhe inclusion of Local stuciies corrlcl lte an jmpori?rnt first stcp towarcls thc
value of speci.rlisns being recognised in colrrses at (lcgree and postgracluate
lcr.el. In the n-rcantinre, this is iut opporiunity to encourage staif working in
assistirnts roles 1o girin iul accredited qualificittion. ancl inr:rease the spcci:rlist
knorvledge and skills of all thosc working ilt local stu(lies scn'ices.

Jill Bclrber is Herila!/e Sera,icc-s Mc teqcr. Hertlordsltire AftJtiues and Loc(]i
Slurii<:s
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THE LOCAL S?UDIES LIBRARIAJV - into the future
Terry Bracher Cl'L0.irrn(],rr Loco.L Sludies Group

The Local Stuclie-s LLbrarten.journal has been the primary tool lbr
communication within the l-ocal Stuclies community and beyond for many
years. As demonstratecl by this crrrrent isslle, it includes reports from LSG
Committee otflcers ancl sub groups: news ancl revie-\jvsi and. importantly, a
wide variety of high quality articles on issucs and practice concerning the
development and delir.cry of Local Studies seruices throlrghout the United
Kingdom. It is the main journal of record for tocal Studies librarianship.
That it has been so successful is largely due to the cxpert stewardship ofour
colleague lan Jamieson. who has been c-clitor for nearly thirty years. I am
sure that the whole Local Studics communitv is extrernely gratelirl for the
commitment and consistent high qlralitv of Ian's continuing work as editor.

At its recent meeting in April 20 10, the LSG Conrmittee clebated the lirtrrrc
of the l-ocal Shrc.ii€-s l-ibron.in as a harclcopy publication. Whilc cveryone was
awal'c ol the usefr-rlness and inrportance of retaining a I.rardcopy publication.
it is becoming clear that naintaining two hardcopv issues a year is no longer
economically viable. In particrrlar, changcs to the system of postal charges
leavesthegrorrpwithitpostagcbillolover€,45Oforeveryisslre.'l'hcnature
of the postal systenl also limits the size and lbrmat of the publication. We
htrve therefore deciclecl, hopeli-rlly with thc support. ol all our members. to
take the following collrsc of trction:

As thc I-ocal Studies Librarian is ajorrrnal ol rccorcl. we rvill look to produce
one trardcopy a year. with :ln cmphasis on hiqh quality articles. lt will
be prrblishcd cvery August. Two online issrres, published in March and
September. will replace the sccond hard copv issue. The online issues will
provide a more inmediate, news-b:rsed publication. with aclditional benefit
of being able to contain morc images. as well as links to rclcvant items
localed elscwhcrc on thr \vell.

At the time ofgoing to press. wc are investigating the format ofthe clcctronic
version and how LSG mcnrbers will access it. The Committcc s preference is
to make it accessible through the members area ol thc CILIP website. with
back copics being made available to all.

Wc do appreciate that there are mcnrbers '"vho do not have regular acccss
to the internet. If you arc in this category. please contact thc editor and
we will make arrangcmcnts to print off a hardcopy ol thc online issue and
post it to you.

In addition to thc online issues. the Committee is intending to set up a project
to scan back copies of the Local Studies Librarian. subjecrt to copvright. and

l.l



place these on the CILIP website. Orrr colleague Dlizabeth Melrose is creating
an index for the jorrrnal and this will erlso be available online. you will also
see that we have started an cxcellent blog. wlth regular contributions fronr
members of the local Studies communitv.

Finally. having editecl the tocal Studies Librarian for so manv ve:rrs. lan
has indicated that he would like sonte prospect ol retirement in the near
future. Therelbre. we are in the process of appointing a ncw eclitor. so that
they can rvork together to make sure that there is a smooth transition ancl
we are ahvays happy to have volrrnteers to involve themsclves with thc
process by acting as reporters and news gatherers. Ifyou are keen to bc
involved please contact a committee membcr.

We realise that these are si€nificant changes, forcecl on rrs in paft lly economic
reality. But this is also an oppoftunity to broaden thc rvay rve crommllnicate
to our mcmbers and the wider conmunity and raise the profile of I-ocal
Studics. If you have any comments. please feel lice to contact mc by email
at terry,bracher@Wiltshire.gov.uk

CEIP LOCAL STUDIES GROUP
Mission Staternent

The Local Stuclies Group of CILIP bclicves that lrcai Studies cr()llections.
and those engaged with thc management and clelivery ofsen'iccs associitteal
with then.r, make a signilicant contribution to lbstering an(l pronoting
communitv iclenlity and cohesion, an.l improving the clrralitv ol people s
lives, by preserwing and proviclin.q equalitl., of access to otrr cliverse loctrl
and national written and pictorial heritage. It is a core element of public
library provision ancl, as such. it is filndamental to a thriYing econotnv.
democracy, culture ancl civilisation.

Ollr mission is to pronote excellencc in Local Stuclies selices. to cnal)le
members to achicve and maintain the highest prolessional strnclards fbr the
public goorl. anal to ensure that our members'vicws, concerns ancl inlerests
are elTectively represented. We aim to shetre best pr:rr:ticc, facilitate net-
working and offer continuing professional development opportunities.

I
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BRICMICS
Rtcl tarcl Al tl'tot L

Thc British and Irish Committee on Map Information and Cataloguing Systens
(FIRICMICIS) is a tbrmal group rvith membership by in\itation whicl.r represents
libraries. archiYes. an(l other institutions and organisations invoh'ed in all
irspccts of map work in Great Britain ard lreland. It exists to exchange riews and
inlormiltion and to monitor developments affecting map libraries and archives.

Membership incltrdes thc British Library ard other copyfight libraries. N?rtional
Archives. Nationzrl Alchi\.es ofScotland. Public Rccord Oflice ofNorthern lrelald.
Rolral Clcographical Societ]'. Royal Scottish Geographical Society. Ordnance
Suncv. Hydrogriiphic Olfice. British Geological Survey. tsritish Cartographic
Socictl, {irrclncling Mil}) Curators' Group). NationaJ Marii:ime Muserrm. Socieff
ol Archivists an(l CILIP.

Meetings are held trvicc a year. usually in May and November. and n]embers
rcport ir 1r'i(l(-' rirnge of new dcvelopments. concerns. lbr example stalfing levels.
cop).right issues and the closurc of university and other map collections. and
itetrs ol-gcr]eral intercst. including notable acquisitions and digitisation projects.

Of particular interest .rt the meeting hcld at Kerv in May was the National
Archi|es clickerllle index lbr Vitluation (lffice Sun'ev m:rps. which is essenti:llly
an in{lex to ordn.rnce Sun'e.y 1:2.5OO Corrntv Series maps. It is intended. 'if
all ,qocs \\,ell' that it should be available on the TNA ivebsite: subsequently it
rray bc nracle a\.irilirl)lc fbr libraries ar-rd record olficcs to use fbr rccordil]g and
accessing iheir o\\rn holdings of Cor.rnty Series mirps.

AttL'ntion rvas also drarvn to the re-issued Ordnance Sun'ey fair clealing
photocopyir.rg guiclelines. rvhich can be sccn on http: //www.ordnancesurvey'
co.uk/oswebsite/business/copyright/libraries.html

The C)rcln:rnce Sun'eJ reprcsentative sugjestcd that these are not quite as
rcstrictile as might be suppose<l. as they clo oller some latitude to librarians
'in e\ci l)lioni ll ciTr-nnr{l jrnccs'

As CILIP rcpresentati\-e I report to the l-ocal Studies Group comnittee. but
u'oulcl rvelcome any information which you ivottld like nIC to report. or itny issues
rvhich 1'orr rvould like me to raise. about tllc acquisition. use or care ol maps
of any kind in lil)raries. I can be contacted at Archivcs and Heritage. Central
Lil)r 1,. Chamberlain Square. Birmingham BH3 3l lg. cmail Richard.Abbott@
birmingham.gov.uk

Rlchorcl Abtnll is a lsc Conlmitf ee member cLrrd i-s ihe Group s representotlae
/o Bnamic.s
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PDOPLE

Rlchard Knight, managcr of the Incal Studies and Archives Centrc of
Camden Librarics, has taken early retirement. He started work thcrc trs
a local history librarian in 1976, soon after the reorganisation of local
government in lrn(lon of 197,1 antl while most of the local strrdies staff
were at Swiss Cottirge i-ibrary, which held the Ilampstead and St. Pancras
collections. hc was based in a corner of I-Iolborn Relcrcnce LibraN looking
after the Holborrr Collection. lt was not Lrntil lgg5 that all the staff:rnd
collections were brought to€ether at Holborn Library to create the present
Local Studies and Archives Centre. During his 33 years rvith Camden. thc
service has grown enormouslv: among the activities with which he l-ras ltcern
closely involved was the recent Kings Cross Voices oral history progranme.
We wish him a long ancl happy retirement.

Also recently rctirccl is Doug Hindmarch, Local Stuclies Otficer at Shcfficld
Libraries, who worke.l for Shelllelcl Libraries for over lbrty y€ars: thc last
twenty five or so were in lrcal Studics. Even now he has returned on a c.lsuzrl
basis to cover esscntial custor-ner services! He was a long serving membcr ol
the l-SG Comnlittee ancl at varrious times was Assistant 'l-reasurer. Minutes
Secretary and Membcrship Secretary Lrntil he retire.l in the early 2OOOs.

Congratulations to Professor Paul Sturges of Lor-rghborough [Jni\.ersitv on
the award of an OBE in the Birthdary Ilonours List fbr scrviccs to libraries
in the UK ancl overseas. IIe tarrght local history librariansllip .lt the
Loughbororrgh libr:rry scl'rool ancl rvas Hon. Secretary of LSG Iiom l982
1987. IIe remained on thc cornmitt!-c an(l became the Group's representativc
on the then Library Association Council lor several 1'ears in tl-re l:rte l98Os
arld early 199Os. Lattcrly he has been heavily involved with IFLA.

Congratr.llations also to Alan Godfrey, publisher ol historic Ordnance
Suwey rnaps, who was awaucled the MBE fbr Scrviccs to Heritage in the
New Yeerr Honours List. Alan is wcll known to local studies librarians 1br
his low pricc rcproductions of olcl OS rn:rps. The main series is takcn fi-onr
old i:25OO maps reprinted:rt approx l4 inchcs to thc mile . with a historiLral
introduction, and hc alsr-r now has a series reproclucing early one-inch OS
maps. Many libraians will have seen him atvarious local historv thirs ilncl
will have his prodrrcts in stock or 1br sale in their libraries.



LSG WEBSITE AND BLOG: recent developments
Tjrr( (,r/ li/illi(inr-s

(lll.lP s rrr:rv wcl)sil(' wcnt lj\,c in Novcnrber 2O09 ancl onc of tlre changes
atli'r'tecl horv lrranchcs ancl sl)c('ial jntcrest gr0rrps eclit their owr] pages. Wc
hzrYt'rrsecl llris ?rs un opportllnitv to rnvicw tlrt'l-oc:rl Strtdics Group pages
arrl har c nrarle a li'rv cllar.lgcs to th(' ( onterrt ztnrl stnrctrrre. tlopctirllv, ,vorr
rvill har.c notjcccl this it you vc' \'isitc(l the site in thc l)asl few lnonths!
Sortrc' ol tltc chart{i s are nrinor lrvcrtks sut lr irs adcling ima{('s to mitke
l)urg('s Inor(' atl r:rcl i\'e ancl inrl)ro\.ing tlrc n:lYigation an(l layolrt. How('\rer.

Ilcrhill)s tll(' nrairt clrange ltats l)eert tllc.rclclitiort ofcasc strrclies to help shilre
exir:trples ol eootl pr-actice.

Case studies
Tltc iclca ol rrilcling ( asc stu(li('s aros(' ollt ol-last vcar-s Micll:rncls .rnd Anglia
rlirv sc hool. Dlrring ir (ljsclrssior) scssion. it was su$gestcd that there sholllcl
lrt'some n)('ans ol I)('rnlitncr)1lv caplrrring all ol the iniliatives llrilt delegatcs
rvcrc talkirrg al)ou1.'l'hc CILIP websilc seerrrcrl tht' ol)\'ious placc to host
tlrcsr: casi' slrr(lics iu)(l to a('1 ils a orrt' stop slrol.r lbr all of rrs seekilrg lot'al
sl r r( lics iirsi)iration.

It s rlot.jrrsl alrorri lltc lrig r:x1 crnallv - Ii r nclecl 1-rrojccts {alihorr.qlr infbrmalion
or llrr:st'is rr)or('1lril]) wcl(ollc. 1oo). Ollcn. its th('sn):lll s<ale l\v-kcv
thinQs \\1'tkr thal crrrt rcalh'be a s{)llrce ol inspirali(}n to collcagues. lts
rrrrrCh easicr 1o inli)l('lnerrt sonrethirrg 1hail (l{)('sn't r('(llrirc huge rcsorlrccs
ir1 1('rrns ol slall tiDri' or tilll{ling.

I Ilrlc ir krok ir1 th(' ('?rs(' stl l(li( s \\'c'\'(' r'('('('ilc(l so IAr at www.cilip.org,uk/lsg/
inspiration - llte'r'ri'clir.itlcrj into thcnrcs srrc'lt as Aclrrll Lcarning. Chil<lrt'rr
artrl Schools. ()ral IIislon, zur(l St all-l'ra jning. lixarnp](.s incrhrclc casc str trlics
fl-orrt LIull ol llsinQ lrrlrrntct'ts to proviclc in-(lcl)th lanrih'histon'a(h,icc ancl
liortr \\trr-t t'slcrshir.t on mililarv rcst.trrcl.r scssiolls. Iiotherlranr Arclrivt's &
Lo( al Stll(li('s ti:ll rrs alrorrt ir t'hilclrcn s ('ollilec- nakir lg cr.ent irrrcl tltt'rt"s a
crtsc strrtl-r'r'rn Kirhlci's ;rrnazirtg llolrtrlir'tti Tiqr':- l)ro-iecl. Thcre alc oral hislor-v
t irsc sirrrlics li-onr -l'irrncsick'. Solitltrll ancl \\/arwicksl lir'('. co\,( rilrq n.ricrilnts
ll'ortr the Irrrlian srrlr ('oDtin('1r1. rcsi(1( rrts ol o\.(-r'spill llollsir.lQ t:stalcs ancl
rvorl.icrs in local in(llrstrics.

-l'hcre arc lots of ollrcr Qr('?rl .rctiviti( s going on brrl rve clon'l know ill)ollt
iltcrrr rrnli'ss vorr tcll rrs. What dicl volr (io firr Arlult L('arners Wrxrk or Local
I Iislon'Montlr. lirr t'xarrpk? ls this rvor-th sltirring mort'rvidelv? l)o vorr havt:
cvt'nts plartnecl lbr-lhr: Farrrily l,earnirrg Festilal or Ileritage Open l)avs?
Pkrirsc' corrsiticr scr(line in it casc slu(lv wlrr.n vou r,(: finishql vorrr evt'rrt.

Blow your own trumpet!
'l-ltcrc s a t('lnllialc ol) th( \K.l)sitc whi(h is clrrich arrrl c.rsl' to cornl)l(l(' so
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don'( bc prrt olf bv thinking that you'll have to write a long report. Tltc i(leir
is to give peoplc a lilirlv tjrief oycrvicw of what you've done. with contact
inlbrmation an(l a wcb link. if appropriate, so that anyone intcreste(l irl
finding out more detail can lbllorv it up. A photograph is helplirl. ttxr -
somctimes a pictrrrc is worlh a thousand words.

klcal stlrdics stalll ciln also bc fellrctant to blow thcir own trrrnlpcls ..ln(l
ollen fecl that thcy'rc doing something low-kev whilst evcrvonc ejse is (loirre
something rnorc irnprcssi\,c or important. This isn't usuallv trlre so Plearsc
(bn t be put oll from s('nding in a case strrdy becarrse yorr think i1 s not
srrfficientlv hiqh pro{ilc. Ask vourself ifvorr would be inlercstccl ilr hrarin{
al)oul it il vou wercn t involverl ancl. if the answer is yes, tlten plcasc titke
thc plunee an(l fill in a t('ml)lale. If you rt: still not surc, tl-ren plcasc conlacl
mc tbr a ch:rt

Et'eryont: is rrncler prt'ssrrre an(l sl)reading tlre word ?rbout activities vou ve
donc can al)l)car to be a lorvcr pfiority thiln just makir)g il through tl.re eu'llt
and gctting on with tl)e rlav jolr! Ilorver'('r. thc crrrrent climate rnakes it all
the more inll)ortant to sltorv (arrcl lre secn to show) horv lvh?lt we trre cloing
in local stuclies hclps orrr authoritics to nreet (:oq)oritle olrjectives. as wt'll
as denlonstratirrg the'r'alrrc ol local strrclies to thc libr:rrv and inlornlation
profession. C)lher inli)nn.lliorI prolessionals slill Sonletimcs think ol lot'al
studics as a quainl an(l irrelt:r'ant Ira<'krvater of thc liltrarl seni(:c an(l ol tlte
pr-ofcssion. I Iilvin{ a fange oI c?rs(' studics is one wav w(' citn (lcnlonslr.rle
the l)rca(ltll. tlclltlr arl{l rclcvanc c {)f local sllr(lics activitv.

LSG Blog
CILIP Cornnrlrnities has thc fircililv Iirr {roups to set ul) their own l)loes
so. allcr-a littlc tliscrrssion. rvc rlcciclt.cl th:11 we ha(l somcthinc to s:lv tllat
dirln l reallv llt on lhe wcllsitc'. 'lhr: Local 51u(lies Groul) Illoe wcnt livc at
the lleqinninQ ol Mirt' anrl thcrc arc st'r'cral 0f trs blogqing re.qularlv.

Thi: blog. wlricll vou carr firrrl easilv l)\' li)llowin{ the link fionr www.ciltp.
org.uk/lsg. is rccciving over 3O0 vicws l)er (lav. which ilnplics thitt l)col)le
art'finrlirrg il ol inl(-'rcst. llorve\.cr-. rve clon t really know rrnless vorr 1r'll rrs
so l)lease let rrs knorv rvhat vou think. Most of us harx'n l blogqccl lrefore so
wc re learni q as wc Qo along ancl rvor rkl be Qla(l ol vorrr inpllt.

You can k'ar,r' a ('ol. llr('nl on ir blog l)ost or corrtaCt a nv of tlre [-s(i C]omn litl rc
or srrb-grorryl comnrittce n.rerlrlj('rs - contiicl dctails aIe trll ()n thc wcl)si1c.
We'cl lrc rlcliQhtcrl 1o hear lirrm vorr. It can be a l)it discorrraqing il vou r'.1

blogqing arrrl no ont' rcsponcls - we (lon t want the bkrg to lx: ntor-e likc talkirrg
to ourseh,es in ?rn ('('ho ch:rrnbrrrl l1 1,otr't't-- an LSCi tn('lnl)cr ancl rvoulcl like
to.ioin our tcarn ol l)loQqL'rs. Jtle;rse let rnt'know.
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'l'o (e1 the nlost out of CILIP Communities. make srrro vou rc registcr(xl on
llrc site. otlrcnvisc you ll be nissing out.

Are you registered?
At llr('molr)cDt. o\rcr half of LSG menll)ers havr: not rr:Qistere(l on ttre (lll-lP
(lor lrr lnit i('s websilc ancl siqned 11p 1o rcccive ('ornmur rications. 'l'his nl('ans
thal. not onll'are \()Lr missing out on Digital lJpdirtc and other rncml)ers
onlv conlcnl lion (lll-lP. bllt ?rlso voll rc missirlg orrt on c-mails fi'om rrs and
fi-orrr vorrr otlrcr grorrps arncl l;ralcht:s. You won t llc l)olnbarclt:d bv stttll bul
t'rrclr {rorrll and branch has tr monllrh'slo1 to sencl orrt e ntttils r.ia (llLIP
Clonlrrrl lnit ics. You ll miss out on this il you lravcn t r('gistere(l on th(' sitc
an(l signe(l rrp to rt:r'cive contrnunications fiurl CILIP,

Future expansion of content
\V('rc currcnllv looking at horv rve cirrr gct l-rack copics of iltt: l,occrl Slirrlir,:-s
LUtru :icur aclrlccl to tlic CILII'rvebsitc. \\re rc cxperinenting with optiors .rt
th('nronlcnl to fin(l lhc mzL\imum (lralitt'with the ntininurtt file sizt' (;rncl

ill no cosl. ol corrrsr:) so ihis will lro an ongoing projcct. Tht'back tOpics
ol ilr( .jourrlal rvill l;r' rcstriclud to Cll-lP LS(l nreml)crs so vou ll nee(l to l)e
l'('Cislere(l with th('(llLIP wcl)site to l,lc ablt'1() acccss tllcm.

What would you like on the vrebsite?
Plt'irsc h;rvt' a look irl orrr wt'b pages if xlr ltau'n t alr-c;rrh.rlont: so artcl let
rrs knorv rvh;rt vou think. Is therc anytlling )'olr'(l likc lo scc llr;rl isn t lllcrc
or t orrlcl rvc clo sorttt'thing l)citer? PIcase lil rle knotv - i rl lrc clc'liglttccl to
hcirr ll-onr t'ou.

lirrccrT lVi{lirrnrs i-s IsG l4?tJ Dditor. (-,ot)tecl /rcr crt twllliams@solihull.uk.
1r'l O 12 1 7(\4 6976
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Hon. Wcb E(litor

Mcnrllers:

Terry Rracher. Wiltshire Corrnty Lilrrarv
tcrrv.bracher @)wiltshire.eov. uk
Alice Lock. Tamcside Libraries
localstudies.library@)tameside. go\.. uk
Flelcn Pve-Snlith. Resourcc Centre ?ind l-il)ranr.
National Archives.
llelcn. pye-snlithnat ionalart:hir.es. gor'. r rk
Anlrc Sharp. South .|yneside Libraries
ann(-'. shitrl)(!isouthtynesick:.gor.. uk
[.rrr Jarr]ioson, Newcastle upon Tync
ilniirmicson(rc pac.nct
Tra( r-v Williarnq. Solilrull I.ilrrarirs
twi lliiins'ii'solihr rll.r,lor.. rrk

Ricltard Al>lrott. Birnringhnrn Prrblic
Ri< ltarcl.Al rl-rottiObirmingham..qo\,. uk
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j ill. l.rar-berL4l rertscc. gor'. rrk
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Pleast: leel lic(: to contact corl)rnittcc rnerntrers or the Ilor) Set'rctary ovt'r
anv lratters voll wisll to hirve l)rought to the Oornnitluc s attcntion - or
lbr klcns lbr mcctings. (lav schools or workshops.

Thr: (iror.r1r is kcpt in touch with CILIP headqrrarters viir its Mt'rnbershilr
Supporl Unit.



FROM OUR SUBGROUPS

'l'lrc Midlands and Anglia subgroup rcl)orts that Philip Lindlcl' has rctire(l
liorn I.tis post ai I lincklel/. btll is to romain (llI the sttbgrortp corlrrllitt(:c 1o

(\)ntinu(' as'I'reasrrrer. A ncw issue ol its Nowslettcr. inclucling articles on
nr'\\, i)rlil(lings alt Clovenlrv ancl Wolvcrharnptott hers rtrerttlv llecn pulllisherl.
Mucl] ol tlrc (l<lrnnittt'c s time ltas ltt't:n sltt:nt on organisitlg tllc anntlal
I)av Sclrrxrl. which is 1o be ltcld on 6th Oolober a1 tlre l]l'itannia Hotel
in uirrllinghilnr citv ccntr€. 'l'hc venttc has lrer:n t'ltosen lrt'cartsc of tllt'
(lillicllliics of nti'rnbcrs liom East Anglia in l)ilrtictllar attcrl(ling C()lll-scs ill
Solihrrll. Locations elst'rvherc werc cor)sitler('(l l)ut Il()Irc provc(l srlilallle. l1

is hope(l 1h.rt this ,,vill lre a convenicltt krcatiott lbr lx oltle tiortt nlosl llarts
ol the r('Qion. as tht'ltotel is a(ljacel11 to Birtllingllar)l Ncw streei Stxiiorr
'l'Ire titlc is: A-/i(,r' i/re l)()iccl. ritr{kir!.t Q (li.lli'r?tk 

". 
anrl looks at llow l)roiccts

('ar) bc sllstain('(l ancl iItcorpor:rted illto tnaillstreatlt tvork.

'l'hc North West sullqx)lll) relx)rts thal lcecllt:rt k lront ll.rc ittrllltlln (lav school
sllewc(l lh.rt it ltacl bcett rvell rcceivcrl. lts SllriIlg (lav school rvi'ts hekl at tlt<'
Norlh Wcst Sorrntl Arcltivc in (llitllcroc on iltc srrlrj<'ct of oritl histont. Tltt'
papcrs irrclrrclcrl a ialk b1'Antlrerv Scltoliclcl itbortl llte rvork ol tht r\rchilt
irncl horv jl can hclll lilrrary arrl corllrrurrit\' orill ltislol-\' IlrojC( ts; Stcphell
(larrnt'r'of tltc IJniversitv ol (]entritl Litncttsllirc Qil\'('ftll o\(llf iog' tll oritl
l.ristory lr-orn tltc acadcrttic lloirtt of Yi('w: Gill llailt'r'clescrilx'tl :r sttt ccsslitl
I)rojtict using Oral ltislory iIr l-arnc?tsl)irL- Mttsctttlts. rvlrctt' llre lllatcriitl
coller:it'cl rvas titkcn out 1o clclcrlv pt'ople's ltotrlcs: lrttcl Gt:oll Senirtr of thc
North \Vcst Filnr nr('lrivc sl.rorvecl sotttc vcr-\r enl.rtilir)inq olrl 1lltlts. l'hcrr'
rvas also;r \,isit lo ttrc Souncl ArchiK"s nerv ltorne irt Cllithcroc Clasllc. Tltt'
('\'cnt allractL'(l dclegales lionr :rs ltr aficlrl as Dclirtlrrrrgll. iile Mirllancls
an(i R('ilrling itttcl a.q:ritr ttre li'txlback wils ven' l)ositivu. A tlt'rv criilioll oftltt'
newsl('ltcr. inclll(ling articlcs co\.erillC lhe \\'ltolc rceitttr. has lri'en prrblisht'rl
ancl t:alt lre colrstllte(l on tht- I^S(l wel)site.

Locscot, olrr Scottish srrbgrottp. has lteett lrttsv tt'illt \'flriotts a('ti\-ities. l1

orqanis('s Sc'cltlartcl s Local lJistory Wt!k. att<l ropot'ls 11lil1 lltis vcar's rveeh
wits |cla' sr rccesslirl. witll mor(' authoril iu-s 1i'iliir lg l)a l1 ilrt(1 Itlot:c e\'('tl1s tl.r?ll)

irr preYiol rs veilIS. 'l-lr(' lllcme wils Sltops i'tncl Sltopl)itla. I)rrt tllt' tnor( l,r'nsiti(
1i1le (;(llr lhe Mc.s.s{r(/('.s provtl a morc poltttlat-tillt'. Locscoi s Sprittg Day
School l-as ltc'lcl on March il lst. thc slll)ii cl lx'iltq Tltc C'cIlst{si c .sttrtTr.s/tol

iirlo ii l(,i).1.s1. ?u)(l \\'il s (lesignc(l tosul)l)o11 Iltciltcrtlt ol Lo.itI I Iisl olr' \Vct'li
20 I l. t)cspitc llrc srow c()\'cring mosl ol Scollanil tltttt clav lllct:e wils a goo(l
llrrn{)lr1 and a \'('n- slimlllatit-l{ progrirnlnt('. L)('scol s colllribtllioll t.J tll('
(llLIPS conlcle'n('c in ,llrne was a pzllrcr ltr' ['rof-essol Pctcr R(]ial ol Ilol)crl
(loralon tJni\,('rsitv in nl)('r-du('rl on [/.sirlI./ li l.'( (]t.stt-s./irt iocrrl -^lttdic-s tlscrtrcy't.
Thc Scollirncl s Peoplt' r'ottcht'r sclt('rlre cor'tiil)r.lcs 1o 8() Il'oDt str('nQth 1o

strenqtll. \\.ith s?lles 1o Mar'20lO totilllin!, tl{j8.7!)t).20. [-o< scol tttt'ntltcrs
tl



heard of the cleath ofJoe Fistrer. one of the group s lbuncling rnembcrs. rvith
regret. An obituary appears clsewherc in this issue.

Our Southern sr]bgroup has hacl a busy six nonths. having organisecl two
events and ryorked with the Society ol Archivists South East branch to carr-y
out a thir(I. April sau LSG South's \.isit to thc Muselrm o[Enelisll Rrrral T_jte
at Rcacling. Set up in thc lg5Os in a period when few organisations were
collecting Ihrn rel:rtccl artelhcts, archir,es and publications. The archivcs
collection was set rip in tl-re l96Os and now contains a qllasi national
collection ofbooks ancl archives about the agricultural inclrrstry fl-ont across
England. As wt-'ll as the tour of the rntseltrr) mentbcrs rvere sholvn :t ranqe
ol materials fiom the rrchives collection. and hitcl a lascinating talk l)1.
Rhianedd Smith on workingwith Vohrnteers at the Muserrrn. The srrbgrorrp s
AGM rvas also treld. ln Febnrary thcr-e was a ioint mectir)€ with the Socictv
ol n rciri\i\li Sorrtlr Errsl ar tltc ne\\ Cr;rwley Lihran. wh,.ic. ,r1,arr li.orrr tlrr
visit, membcrs hearcl hor.v local stuclics and .rrchives work togethcr ilr West
Sussex. June saw a \:isit to ihe Srlrrey Ilistorv Centre r'",ith a behincl tlrt:
scenes tour ol the arcltaeological unit. consenation, strong room wltcre thc
local strrclies rescn'e siOck is lrelcl ;rnd a visit to the digilisation lrnit. pl:rns
are in hancl fbr a visit to Lonclon at the entl of ttre ycar anrl a stucly clav carly
in 2011. F-or firrthcr inlormtrtion on these sec the LSG wel)site.

IIA!'E YOU SEEN...?
Some recent items of interest of interest to local studies librarians

Fotrrlir Si.{lLslic({l Accounl ofEtr.sl It)U lrc.n. 1915-2OOO. Vohune SeLter t. (;,.orr,i rg
up [n [itsl L<tllttttrr: rerni]i-sc€tncc.s -/i-Orn across lhe CoLultlJ. Edil"d btl Sonie
Bal<er Eqst Lolltiart LibrTnl Seruic€:s -/br t/la E(I-sl lt)?ricut For?llL Slr{lislicQi
At:cottrl Soct<.|1.2OO9. 96pp. St L99+p&,p. ISBN 978 I []97587 37 :t.

The Forrrlh Stal i-sl icel Accolrll was conr:eivecl as a lbllow up to thc Statisti.al
Accounls Of Scotlancl which have apltt:arcd over tl.re past 200 years. llre
third of which was conrpletecl in the l95Os. Reillising how much cl.ranee
there hacl been in East Lotltiitn since'1lten it was cleciclccl to.-nlb:rrk on;r
new Sl.ilislic.d Accorrrrl lbr the County. parish bv pilrish. Ilaving cornplcterl
the parisl.r sunreys. this final volumc rclittes .rc exllericnces of sor.rrc thirtv
peoplc rvho sltcnt their chilclhoocl anal voutlt in \rarious parts ot F_irst l,othiarr.
It lbrms a lascin.rting appendix to thc ntain parish accorrnts. Arraneed in
order of contribUtors birth, thev proviale inlbrmation on lopics its varie(l
as schoolclavs, local shops. bornbin.q in Haddington in 1941 as part ol a
descriptiorr ofthc tou,n in the 4Os and 50s, :rncl a description ol l)einO rescued
by the pilot boat at North Berwick in thc late 1940s: the last contribrltion
deals rvith growing up in l)unbar in the 1980s ancl 9Os. The volrrme also
includes a "nriscellanv' section rvhich includes such iterns as cxtracts lronr



a school iogbook fiom the forties ancl fifties, sorre reminiscences o[ the
ireaclmastcr of:rnother school and a contribution on street games liom 1945.
Ilcnriniscerrces range from one page to lbur or five. East Lothian Library
Sen'ices arc to be congratulated lbr their supPort in the compiling of the
Accorirrt. a].rcl Ibr publishirg the results. All the volumes have bcen beautifully
producecl at a re:rsonable pricc and mahe a considcrable contrillution to the
rcccnt social historl' of the area.

NOTES AND NEWS

'lhe Local Siuclics Grolrp. following its very successfi.tl conference irt 2009,
is to holcl anothcr ncxt year. The date is Thursclay 2lJ .It.rne 20 1 1 and the
\:cnlrc once :rgain is'l-hc N:rtional Archives at Kew. Thc proPosed title is
SustainabilitU i.n the Digitat Age. Planning is in progress antl topics rrndcr
considerittion incltrcle such sub-jccts as social networking: dicitisation:
cotlmLrnitv archivc's: evaluation: and incomc generation. This shotrlcl be a
thought provoking ancl widc ranging progratnmc. Make a note ol the (latc
in vorlr diaries ancl look out for lttrther cletails.

LSG s Micllands and Anglia subgroup is to holcl its annual day school in
llirmirlgham tbis yc:rr. The venue is thc Flritannia Hotel. ncxt to Neu,'Street
Statiorr. Thc date is Weclnesclay 6th October atrcl tl-re lille is A-fter the
Project: m(j,king a di-Iference and looks at how projects can bc strstrined and
incorpor?rted into ntalnstrcam r.vork. By the tinc yolr re:rc1 this the clctails will
lre available. -l-lrc contact [or information urnd bookings is 'l'racey Williams at
Solihrrll twilliams@solthull.gov.uk Thc l-SG AGM rvill also be hclcl here.

An impodant oral lristory project. on Sellalielcl nuclcar fat:ility in Cunbria, is
now over halfrvay through its 18 month span. Funclerl bv a l]riiish Ntrclear
Fucls Limited legac)'grant it is basecl at Whitel.rar.e n Recortl Ollice trnd I-ocal
Studics I-ibrarv. ancl nartagcd by the Local Studicrs I-ibrarian. Jenni Lister.
The proiecl aims to record the lilc histories o[ a rviclc spect,:trm of people
r,vhose lives l.ravc bc'en touchecl. to a.qrcater or lcsser extcnt, by Sellafield.
Dmplovees, retircd workers. farrners. othcr resialerlis. ancl pcopie who have
no personal conr)ection brrt l-elt the ir)iirl!-nce of Sc'llafielcl lbr a pitrtictrlar
rc':lson. ilre all in tl.re Largct area. lt will be art horti:st attempt to present a

balancerl pictrrrc of Sellarfielcl in its physical. social and historical setting
ancl to cienonshatc its impact. including both benefits ancl drar.vbacks. in
thc worals :rnc1 r'oit--es of thc people who expcricncL'.I it. 'fhe encl result will
l)c a glollal pictrrre of an institlrtion rvhich has lteconte part of the fabric of
so rnany Crlmbrian lives and the aim is to create a relevant and permancnt
rccord that will Lrreate an cnhanced profile for Wcst Cumbria both locally
ancl furthcr aficld. Dr.rring the project it is hope(l to create an archive of
rccordings ofabout a hunclrcd inten'iews: tltese will bc hollseci at the Record
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Office and rvill bc ficclv available both 1(] listen to and to reacl the transcripts.
Based on the intel-views will be a website. a book. a compilation CD or DVD,
and a travelling exhibition. If you are interested in thc projcct and rvould
like fufther information. contact the tcam at whitehaven.record.office@
cumbriacc.gov.uk or ring O 19,16 506420.

Have gou a libraxy flgure who has inflrrenced you in votrr local studies career?
It may be a librarian perhaps son)eone who trained you - an author. or
even a library school lecturer, or a local histori:r\. CILIP Gozette has rcccntly
started a column callecl 'Hcrocs' and nrcmbcrs are invjted to write briefllr
about thcir hcro and their influence. Contact the Gazette Eclitor. Deblry
Raven, at debbyraven@btconnect.com lbr flfthcr inlbrnration or scncl tr

contribution of 4OO-6O0 words,

Northumberlancl Corrni,v Corrncil s librarics har.c tcirmcd rrp rvith Bennor
Books, mn bv Mark B.'njilmin. wl.ro rvas fbnnerlv a team librarian in the
County. to sell higher valrre srrrplus local stu.lies books online. The pro-ject
has been very success(ir1. reacl)ing purchasers as far arv:ry as West Virgini?l
and Australia, as rvell as closer 1o horne. Countl. Librarv stalTselect thc titlcs
for rvithdrarval belbre Mark prices and selects titles likely to sell. Sincc its
launch in Novernber 2OO9. almost two thousand pouncls worth ofbooks htrvc
been solcl rvith little time invoh.cmcnt tbr stalf. who can also rest assuretl
that titles have been solcl lbr thcir true value (minus cornmission). ancl not
snappcd trp by dealers fbr pennies. Mark rvoulcl be keen to talk to any other
library authorities who rnight be interest in rvorking rvith him. Hc can bc
contacted at bennorbooks@gmall.com or by tclcphonc on 078792€j3846.

Backtrocks, thc ncwsletter from Clanrclen. rerninds us of the problem of
maintaining our printecl OS map collections sincc thc .ligitised lbrmat
norv acloptecl by OS, with its constitnl Lrpdating. n]cans tl.rat the historical
record vanishcs unless the digital inlbrrnation is archiverl or papcr colries
are printeal out on a regrrlar basis. Thc cost of print (iopies is. of corrrse.
very high ancl Camdcn has clecidetl tlrcv can onlv buv a complete set lbr
Camden everv fir.e years: thev norv h:l.r: a complctc sei of 1:125O OS maps
datcd 2009. Givcn the rate tl.ra1 techlrologv is changing iL is in]possible to
sav what rvill be available in firt yc:rrs tinc llut thcrc ar:c obviolls conccrns
to bc acldressed :lbout how local strr(lies centres can continue to maintain
a sequence of maps that has been going lbr more than t 50 years. FIow clo
other loc:rl stuclies collections dcal with this?

A new organisation. 'l-he Archi\.cs and Iiccords Associtrtion UK and Irelanrl.
has bccn fbrn.recl by thc nrergcr ol thcr Societv ol Arclrivists. the National
Council on Archives. and the Assocriation of Chief Archivists in Loc:rl
Government. The olfici:rl larrnch took pl:rce on .Jr.rly l5 ancl the aim of the
nerv boclv is to represcnt thc intercsts of thosc who rrse arcl.ri\.cs ilnd recorcls.



srrcll as lanlilv an(l iocal hislofi:rns. tcachels. planrters and rescarchcrs.
c.rrnl)irigners ?rn(1 conlllruniiv irrcllve groups. lt aims to inrprovt: ancl rrtaintain
sen,icc-s irncl slanclat<ls itcross the stltor. Thc Fed(:ration of Farnilv History
So( i('ties r ('nrin.ls trs that. as a rncmlrt'r of thc Niltion?rl Corlncil on Archives.
it r('l)r( sent('(l llrc licrvs ol rrsi'rs of ar('hives, partit:rtlarlv fillnillr' historians,
;rn.l \\'ill conlinlie this role ars tr lolrnrlc:r nrcnrl.)r:t of thc nerv nssociation.

JOE FTSHER 1925 - 2010

()nct clc:scrilrrrl as a cirlk $'lr() gets Pai(l li)r {loing whal hc: en-irxs" Joe wits thc
consrrrrrmartc loc al Ir islorl, lil)rirfi:in - \,cIn knowlc(lgcalil(:. \'ery ilpproachable.
willr an cD(luiring rtrincl arrrl a l)u€ic range ol intercsts.

I Ie was lil)rarian ol llrr' (lltrsQorv (loll( ction lirr 25 vcttrs. .lrtritrg whictl tirne
th('collcciior lirst ircilrrircrl ir rcio[t itrtrl a lull timc siall:rnd cstablish(xl its
id('nlit\. Iilr all(l r,i'iclt' as tltc I)lace to go to fiItcl ottt al)out Glasgow s history.
Hc rvt'lcomt'rl (arrcl hclptrl) ('\'('nl)o(lv - lront schook hildrelr to profi:ssors
rvith the sarnc oj)unr('ss an(l (lCSirc (o shilrc lris entl.tttsiasm for thc city of
his lrirth.

,Joe s intercsls rar)q( ( I lirr an(l inclrtclt:tl tltc ltoct tv of Rol)crt Btt rns, ol which
t'ollcctior.r in llrt: N,lilr'hcll lrc was at on('tiul('tc:spottsilrle. calligraphy. the
Rer r lit'rvslrirc \\ritchcs. the I)hotoQral)11\' ol-'l'ltomas Atrnan. his chllrch St
Marv s in Kir-hintillot lr ancl ltt'wrott'ancl lcctttrccl on tlrcse srll)-iects ?ls well
:rs or1 tllc (llirsQorv ('oll('ction. So grcat rvas ltis knotvlcclge lhat he lt'lt as a
Icga(') lris (il<r-sr_;oil lirtt'y1ck4x'clia pttlrlishr:rl l)\'Maillstrcam ill 199.1. We in
lh( (llasgow lloorn lllolrght lltat he ttt;rrle it spcciticallv to ht:)1t tts altcr he
harl rctirt:cl an(i ha\,('\vtlrn olll scvclal copi('s o1 '.Jot"s lrook o\'('r the veilrs.

Mr I:ishcr. as his slilll al\r,ays ctrllecl llirr. colll(l llrinC llis sul)icct to lilc and
nrilk('vorr fi'cl tl-ra1 vou cl bccrt thcre, I rcc:rll ltirr ialhitrg al)oui tllc IJtnllir.-
Exhilritiorr ol l9lJE rrrcl trorv he antl lris pals uscd 1o qct ilt allcI scltool lry
clirrrlrirrg lhrorrQh ir lrolc in tlrc l-enrr'. r\rrrl llx'\'onrlc'rs that tlrcY sa\\'!

Hr'. I)orr Marlin an<1 Alicc McKt'rtzic'lilrrrcltrl l-rc-s(r)l irr .|fJO ancl ttt'ruas a
for rr rrlcr nrt'rr rlrc'r ol l) rc Gkr.srlott' at r(l lli'.st (, ,S( (ti({r trl l"rtnriltl I li.slon/ S()('ietl.
hlt('r('stinqly l)oth qrollps still rrsr'\'iiriarrts ol lh('loeos first desigrtt'cl lbr
tlrc'rrt lrv .Jot'.

Hc is srrn irrrl llv his r,, if c Molh'. thrcc sons. thr('c (lauCllt('rs. si,r grirnclchilclren
an(l ir gel)('raliort ol local historv slillf who rvill alwavs be gratelitl to llilvc
rrorl<crl 1or lrirrr.

Eltzr I rc t I t ( lrrnrirj rrrcl. ( l/ lrrlr: I-txr-saol

l{'



i

i

t

AIVARDS FOR LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIANS

\Ve makr: no al)ologir-s for rctrrrnillg to this topic: a national i]u'i]r(l eitltLr-to
thc scn'i('o or to ar) in(li|idual librariarn can only do the sen-icc good. ln today s
circllnlstances w( noed as nlllch goo(l pltlllicitv as \\(' can gct in or(lcr to
nraintain orrr l)rofilc: tltis n)eans cot)\-in(.ing our line nritn?lgers. lI'ads ol st'n.ic c
and orrr local autltorit\, nl('rll)ars. its wcll as thc prr.ss an(l tlle pltllli('. A\\,itr(ls
can hclp us t().lo this.

At thc moment therr: arc t\\o itwar(ls with rapi(lh' irpproachirrg closilt{ (latcs.
for tlx) Dorothv M( Culla Mcnl()I'ial I\-ize ancl ther Alzrn tsall Awirrds. but th(:re is
still tirnc to enter l)efbre tllc closing (la1c of September 3oth.

The l)orothv Mcculla F\-'zc is LSG s o\\'r) ilwilrd to mirrk olrtslan(ling work l)v a
nlcml)cr ir) thc ficlcl of ktcal stu(lics. It $,as c'stnlrlishecl in mcrnon, ol Dorothv
McCrrlla. rvho rvas Locill Sllr(lics Lil)rariitn li)r Birlningha t for nrarrv yr.zrrs. antl
rvho lir-st proposc(l the setting llll ol tlx. k)citl Sludics Clr()up.'lb('a\\'ar(l is fbr
an oritstan(ling cotltril)lttior) to locirl st|(li('s lil)rarianshil) ail(l thc recipicnt is
ollen referrecl to ?rs the Locill 51u(li('s Lil)rilriaut ol thc Yci . 'l'h('re lnusl ltc nlirnY
lil)rariirls rvho ha!r' l)('or < irrn ine ou1 \vorli in lltejr own itr(.as in (ic\.elol)irrc
their sen-ices lo a lligll stiut(lilr(l lir-tllc l)(nefil ol llre ktcal conrn)unit\'. l)ul
wllo r('cejye \'('rv litlle reco,lnilion liorn thc l)rolessj.Jtr or Orrtsiclc. 'I'hcre ilrt.
otlrcrs who hil|e errcorrrzree(l thcir ( ollcilcties to rlt:r't-lop lc(ltnirllr('s ot \er1i(r's
througtr tllcir tcirclring or \\'ri(ir1g. Liut l)eoplr nlust l)c norrit)ilt(1. ?rn(l this is
\vherL- (Jur nrcrnbcrshiqt in geucral cornes in. Marrl' ol vorr lltusl kllow sonlaon(.
l4to hirs ltclpcrl ,\'ou or inflllen(cd vorr. Ifvorr tlr knrt\v sonl(.one veu thiuk is
rvorthy of the Arvar(1. t)onrinalc lhenl (lon t rr':rii lbr sontcone cls('to (l() so. I.'or
Dlore (letails corltact orlr I lon. S( ( r('lirn'. l lelen F\,c-Snlith. at helen.pye-smith@
nationalarchives.gov.uk or si-(. th( L-s(; \\'ellsitc.

The Alan Ball Awards irrr' 1o crr<.or rri rile I( )( al ilutlloriti('s to ltrcxlrrc<' lor.irl hislon,
pul)licatior)s ol a high slirn(lirr(l: this iDclu(les l)oth itrrthorshil) ancl prrtrlu< tion
stiur(lar(ls.

Tltest- itrvirttls rrrc rrr:rtlr'lt.r'tltc l,ilrriu1' S.r|ices'lntst. Tllis year llrar.ks thcir
25th alrnivcrsilta. so 1ll( 'l'rltst is allxiolrs 1o lllakc i1 il sllc((ss l)\'itttractitrg il
liugc nrrnrltt'r .)l c-nlries. Tltcrc is il r)laxintltnl ol tllrc( ilwitr(ls eaclt vt':rr. Thc
plrl)liciltion lbrrrrirt tlties nol ha\1 to llc ir lttxtk. alt(l tllc ill(lqcs welconlc enlrics
in all lirrnritts inclll(line ir \\,.1)sit('. ir (l[) or it c]irlit]tirsc - or ir conlbirrittioll ol'
formirls. Plrl)lisllcrs. too. ('at1 \'itn'honr:r pirrish corrncil to ir lzrrqt'lo(.irl ilrrtlt()ritv
wi111 its own inrl)rilrl :rn(l il llrrgc l)acl(lislt e-\irrnl)l(s c)l l)olh ol tltcsc ha|e l)('elt
rcl)rcscnte(l rcc(rrtl\'. \\Illilecntri.snlIst l)( nrir(le l)\' t l)(' pl rl)lishing orgilnisitt ion.
thcre is nolhi Q t() stol) \'ou suqqeslillg to :r I)ul)lish('r tltilt lltev shorrlrl crrter
onc or lDor('ol their l)ro(luctions. I-o( ill sllldics lillrilriirlls ilre in a goo(l l)osiiiou
tu klorv zrltorrt (lllalit\'. so (lo tllink ill).Ilt it. 'l-hcre is :rrr il(l|ertiscner)t an(l a
nonriniltion lilrnr fbr thc nwar-ds in tll is isstre. irncl vorr <'rur qet n)ore infbrInaliotl
liorn Eric Winl cr.



ALAN BALL
LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS

The object of the Awards is to encourage Local

Authorities to produce local history publications to a

high standard. Publications will be deemed to include
books, maps, manuscripts, prints, drawings, exhibition
catalogues, bibliographies, CDs, websites or any other
audio-visual or electronic format.

Library Services Trust is a registered charity.
The Trust has a range of awards, one of which is the
Alan Ball Local History Award.

Alan Ball rs now retired but was formerly Chief
Librarian oi the London Borough of Harrow. He was
for many years an officer and member of the London
and Home Counties Branch Committee of the Library
Association, which has published a number of books
written by him on local history topics This Award is

named after him in recognition of his service to the
branch.
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ALAN BALL
LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS

DATE OF PUBLICATION

IOCAL AUTHORITY,...

ENTRY FORM

At. l hOR Mr/Mn/Mt:s/Ms/D'. .............

TITTE OF WORK

(Surname)

On a separate sheet, p ease give any available

deta ls about the publ cation wh ch you would lke the
judges to consider.

P ease enc ose works in a padded book bag with an entry

form for each work and addressed to:
Eric W nter
Library Services Trust (Alan Ball Awards)
7 Ridgmount Street, London, WC 1 E 7AE

Queries about the Awards may be addressed to:
Enc Wrnter tel: 020 7255 0648
email: eric.winter@ci ip.org.uk

30 September 2010

FURTIER DEIA]LS

DESPATC H

ENQUIRIES

CLOSING DATE



....... securing the future of the past

. digital imaging from source records and microfilm
o preservation microfilming
o all supporting services
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