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EDITORIAL

The Incel Strtdies Libronan is the main means of direct con.rmunication between
members of LSG. becarlse it is scnt to all mcmhcrs: no1 everyone can be in a
subgroup and the Comnittee c.u-rnot haYc mcn.rbers in i'very area. though it
docs have members liom most parts of the country. Thc sultgrorrps r:over much
of the cottntry and thc-v carry out their own iictivities. usually very successfully.
and some papers from thcse rncctings or riav schools are sometintes publisherl
in LSL. tsrrt ivhat is published depends on the editor finding out about activitics
and someone bcing \\,illing to write reports. The eclitor cannot find out itl)out every
activity every\'here: he leeds peoplc to tcll him about activities. He ?tlso needs
offers of artic'lcs anri reports. fbr instance of nerv dcvc'lopntents in local studies
libraries. whether thel' be new seniccs. ncw buildings or new publications:
comorunication c.nnot l)e all one $'a]'. LSL mav be the "official 'journal ofrecord
for t-SG. brrt it is mucl] nrorc than this. .rnd sharing of information between
members ca]lr only bc goocl lbr local stu.lies. For instance the Editor would like
to rcceive copies of library/local stu(iics neu'sletters. thc contents of whjch are
often usefirl to othcrs an example is the Shetiel.l HlbforU Reporler ztnd its note
about thc Archives [)epartnlent s publiCiriion on consen'ation. Such pLrblications
might be printed or published on tlre r,r'eb. as long as the editor is alcrte.l to nerv
issucs. as Shelfielcl does. If you har-e any ideas for sub-j(-'cts lbr articles. plcase
let him knol'. If vou h.rve itleas lbr day schools. contact the secretary of your
subgroup or I-SG Hon Secretar.r' llelen Pye-Smith. Rcmember that meetings
might be n1n in cooperation with anrcther group.

Feeclback liom rnclrrb.rrs is very import.rnt il the Committee is to mcet their neecls.
but ncither the Committee or the Dditor receivcs much even when comments
are specifically asked for. For instance rvc rvould still like to know the opinion
of n.rembcrs about the possibility of electronic pultlication fbr LSL - the editor
onlV received one comntent.

Arvards for lor:al stu(lies lillr.tri.rns can be at national lcvel. srrch as the Walford
Prize. or specifically within local stuclics, such as the McCulla Awiud (l,oca1
Studies Lillrariiln of the Year) :rnd the Alan Bzrll Arvards for local strrdies
publications by local authorities. Thc- organisers of both of these are seriously
conccrned about the lack of entries in reccnl years. We know how overworked
local stuclies staff are. but winning awards is exccllcnt publicitj.' both inside
and outsider your authority. so it is probabll' worthwhile taking a bit of time to
think about tllc possil)ilities.

A further chzrnncl of commlrnication is orrr websitc, which carries much rrseliri
infornation. Do have a look at it: the acldress is
http://www.cilip.org.uk/specialinterestgroups/bysubject/localstudies

This edilorial may seem \ren/ heit\.v going. but communication iE importatt. So.
finally. the Croup's officials ald corr-tntittee wjsh vou all :r happy and successfirl



I,OCAL STUDIE.S, SCHOOLS AND COMMT'NITY LIBRARIES IN SOLIHIJLL
'fraceA Willic.rns

At Solihull Libr?rries. wc have been developing ald relining a formula for using
local studies with primary school classes visiting communiq/ hbraries. Heritage
alcl l-ocal Strrclies staff. together with other specialist teams. are based at the
Central Libra{/. operating a 'hub-ald-spoke' approach ofsupport for communiq.
libraries. whose staff cleliver a basket of libra{/ servjces at a local level.

It can be daunting for non-specialist staff to offer local studies visits to school
groups as. althorrgh library stalf are usually very experienced nnd confident in
dealing with groups of children. they often feel that they do not have sulficiently
detailecl knowledge to lrc able to run local history sessions. Howe.ver. with carefi:l
planning. it is possible to usc sources in such a way that the sessions build on
existing staff skills and confidence. with little local history knowledge actually
being needed lry library sta1f.

History teaching in schools has chirngecl consi(lerably over the years and the
emphasis is now much rnore on cross curricular links rurcl on 1.oung people
acquiring investigative and interpretative skills rather than having to ren.rember
tacts ?rncl dates. This can help rrs in terms of offering library-based visits that
focus on sources and historical cnquiry. Sessions can lle constmctcd in such a
way that the children thcmseh'es use selected sources to complete short acti\ities
and report back with their findings. rather than library staff having to prepare
a talk aborrt the area s history.

Over the last three years. stalT ftom the Central Library l)ascd Solihull Heritage
and [,ocal Stu(lies Service have been refining a rnodel. which has been rolled out
to commr-rnitv libraries in the borough followirg successlirl trialls with school
groups. Each of orrr trvclve communitj. libraries has a designated Communily
History Champion ivho has responsibility for tailoring the local studics offer in
a way that is most relevanl to their local community. This offer now includes
the option of local studies school r.isits. and erll of the champions have received
training and access to support in selccting sources and creating their own local
activities.

Format of the visits
The format of the visits is f.iirly simple and fits with a visit length of approximately
one hour for a class of up to 30 children. The session begins with a brief
introduction by libraFr' staff, outlining the planned activities and dividing the
class lrp into groups of no more than 5 or 6 children. It is helpful if the class
teachcr is aware of this in advance and has already assigncd the children into
these grotrps and design:rted their teacher or pilrent helper.

Each of tl]csc groups then sits at a table on which arc placed some local
histo{r sources, together $'ith an information sheet about the sorrrces and an
activity sheet containing a list of tasks r€levzutt to the source matcrial. After



6 or 7 minutes, the acti\tqr ends and each group moves on to the next-table
and a different activitJ'. Once all of the groups have had chance to tackle all
of the activities. the class comes back together and reports on what they have
discovered.

The sessions seem to work well. especially with the physical movement between
tables of activities. which prevents the children from becoming bored. Having
shoft activities ofonly 6-7 minutes duration keeps the children's attention alld
varying the activities bv using a range ofsources maximises the chances ofthe
children engaging with some, if not all. of the documents.

Sources arrd &ctivities
Ideally. the range ofsources shoulcl be selected after consultation with the teacher
and a discussion of how the visit will link with what students are studying in
the classroom. It is our experience that the information from teachers var-ies
considerably. so libr:rrv staffneed to have a ready,prepared selection ofactivities
that can be used off-the shelfl

The activities are linkcd to skills that are identified in the Key Stage 2 curriculurn.
mostly using the theme of continuity zrncl chiurge in the local area. Kev skills
include chronological understzrn(ling. using historical vocabulary. studying a
range ofsources. asking and answering questions and recognising that our own
lives are different lrom those of people in the past.

The reporting-back elements help to lirlfil the requirement for students to
communicate their knowledge and understanding. We also usually ask them
to tell rrs one thing that they've learned that they will remember and tell other
people back at school.

A simple activity that has been used in all of orrr sessions is to have undated
extracts from a range of Ordnance Sun.eJ maps and ask students to put them
into chronological order. For this to work wcll. especially with younger children.
each of the map extracts needs to be at the same scale rurd cover an identici
area. we hirvc most of the cornq,/ serics maps in cligital format. couftesy of
colleagues in the Council's GIS Tcam. so it is fairly straightforward to import
the image into Word or Publisher and crop the image as required. Our GIS
colleagues have also beer.r very helpfirl in supplying copies of cunent maps to
fit the scale and arca rve need. They have also supplied us with two identical
modern maps in colorrr anci black and white. which is useful in emphasising
that it is the information on the map that is important, and that documents in
colour are not necessarily more recent.

This activity seems to work really well ar-rd can incorporate extension activities
relating to finding svmbols on the maps. Some teachers have said that using
maps is especially helpful as it also covers elements ofthe geography curriculum
at the same time. Other teachers have also said that the task sheets tie in with
their literacy curriculrrm as regards creating and following instructions.



. Other activities we have used include:Finding the site of the library or
school on a modern map. then finding the same site on the tithe map and
looking up the details in an extract from the tithe apportionment to see

who lived there and what the land was called.

. Comparing recent aerial photographs with a specially-created composite
1920s map covering the sarne area to see if ancient field paiterns and field
names from the tithe apportionment can still be identfied.

. Reading entries from Edith Holden's countru Diory oJ an Edtuardian I'<tclg

(written in a subrrrb of Solihul) and lbllowing the routes she walked and
cycled on modern day maps, comparing and contrasting her illtrstrations
and observations $.ith those of the children today.

. Using census returns to look at family size arrd make-up. occupations etc'
and compadng that with households today.

. Comparing photographs of houses in a particular street with a building
plan ofa property in the same street to decide which. if :my, is the propert)'
depicte<t in the plal and whether it was built exactly according to the design

. Watching a promotional DVD by developers of a new \'illage and assessing

what they are trying to achieve and whether the village was built according
to the artists' impressions

. Looking at aerial photos and maps on the lnternet arld comparing these
with historical \rersions

Copies ofthe printed sources are printed onto A3 pages and are encapsulated to

ald' longeviS'. The page of information and the activity list of tasks are printed
onto clifferent. coloured A4 sheets. which are then laminated These activity
sources can then lle retained in the communiq/ library and used as required'
By adapting the task sheets arrd changing the qrrestions. the same sources carr

then be used with different year groups.

Promoting the offer
We are now starting to increase the active pronotion of our local studies ofl'er

to schools. Uuch of our success so far has been through direct approaches

from schools and then word-of morrth by teachers who have experienced the

sessions alrd returned for repeat visits.

Solihull. in common with many authorities' has a local Grid for karning ar'ld an

element ofthis is the Schools' Extranet. This is a private network that teachers'

support staff. pzLrents ancl pupils can log onto in order to suppoft the crrrriculum
Soiihull Libraries already have an existing page on the Extranet for the l'earning
Resources arld Advice Service (formerly Schools Library Service) ln addition'
Solihull Heritage ancl l,ocal Studies Senrice now also has a presence on the

site. The aim ii to provide easily-accessible pages for teachers pointing them
to resources and support that may help them to develop lessons with a high

degree of local content. An aclvisory teacher once said to me that the local study



should be the part of the curriculum that is the most relevant and engaging
for students but that. in practice. is rrsually the auea that is done least well.
because of the work that needs to be done by teachers. By having a presence
on the Extralnet. the intention is to reduce the barriers to teachers by indicating
what resources and support are on offer via their local community library and
our website.

Dupllcation
In order to minimise the amorrnt of duplicate editing that staff may have to
do. the information on the Extranet is closely linkecl to that on the Corrncil's
website. For example. ,,ve warted to make available to schools some casrralty
sheets filled in by ccmetery staff during the Second World War. Realising that
these worrld also be of interest to thc general population. staff created web pages
relating to local air raids and included digitised imagcs of the casualb' sheets
as downloadable attachnents lbllow the link to 'Solihull in Wartime' from
www.solihrrll.gov.uk/heritage to see the content. Our Extranet page on wartime
Solihull also links to the website and also includes information more specilic to
schools as regards the services we offer. lesson ideas and other related material
available on the Internet.

Comments
Feedback from library staff undeftaking the school visit sessions has been
extremely enthusiastic and positive. Any initial concern over the level of local
history knowledge required has ahvays disappearcd once the first session is
under way. Our experience is that these sessions are an extremely enioyable
eryerience for all concerned. The fast pace al-td change of sources mean that
children are engaged and on-topic arrd the sessions carr be a real source ofwonder
for the aclult helpers. as well as the children. The format of reading/listening
to instructions. discussing the tasks. using the sorrrces to find eurswers and
reporting track to the group suits all learning s\rles al]d enables most children
ald adult helpers to have a real leeuning experience. By holding the sessions
in community librar-ies. the Iinks between the school and the local community.
past and present. ciur be emphasised and strengthened.

TraceA WtLli(j.ms is Ircal Studies Librerlen. SoLihult Heriteqe end l$el Studies
Seruice, e'm( l: /u'illi.rms@solihuLLgou, uk



BEATING THE CRUNCH: Deliverlng Local Studles and Heritage Library
Servlces tn Challenglng Times
Anne Sho,rp

With little sign of the recession lifting, increasing pressrrres placed on local
authority brrdgets, ajld ever nlore complex dtrnands placed on local studies
and archives services. how can we continue to nlaintain. develop and deliver
these services to meet crrrrent and frrture demands? Do we admit defeat or do
we explore other ways of doing things?

This article shares some of the charllenges faced by South 'Iyneside Libraries,
and steps we h:rve taken to overcome the barriers arld constraints.

South'Ilneside , once part of Counff Durham, now standing irlone within the
Tyne and wear conurbation. is geographicalllr small. but with a comparatively
large population and fascinating local heritage. The Great North Run leads some
54.O0O mnners to the stunning coastline at South Shields every year. Heritage
and Tourism are recognised as vital to the local economy. The riverside can
be alluring al]d intriguing. with clrres to the forner businesses along the river
and the industries that have declined alld disappeared: fishing. boatbuilding.
coalnrining. salt panning. glass-mal(ing, chemical industries. and shipbuilding.
Part of the Durham coalfieltl, 'lJ.nesidc drew people from Wales. Scotland and
Irelald. to work in the coalfields and other industries. and to tal<e advantage
of other opportunities which grerv up alongside. The river carried coals from
Newcastle. to lrndon and beyond, :rnd brought sailors to Tyreside. for work
aI]d training.

When interviewed lbr the post of lrcal Stlrdies Librarian in 2OO5 the strengths
ald weakness of the service were made known:

Strengths
The collection is a wonderftrl treasrrre trove, with printed works covering
Northumbria generally and South Tyneside specifica1ly. The South lyneside
collection compriscs photographs. maps. cphen.rera, newspapers, microforms
and audio visual materials. Thcre are flve microfilm reacler printers, one fiche
reader. and four People's Network terminals. All printed works are catalogued
on card. Many local printed works have been indexed on card. The department
is within the central library. and is open sjx days a week, with late night opening
to 7pn1 on four days. The lrcal Studies Library is situated in the basenlent of
the Central l-ibrary. in South Shields, which is on the metro line fron.r Newcastle
al]d Sunderlzurd. and accessible from the north side of the rir.er Tyne by ferry.
There is a car park outside the library. The department can bc reached by
stairs or lilt, irnd the sen'ice is enhanced by the proximity of a cafe. toilets and
library thcatre. There are two full time members of staff. a librarian and senior
library assistant.

The seniccs of the library irre well used by lamily historiiuts. local historians.



schoolchildrcn. stud rts. teachers. councillors. othcr librarians. mrrserrms anrl
archives. plalners. aJchitects. authors. ald browsers.

lVeaknesses
Non book materials sccrnc(l to disappear into a chasm. While the knowledge of
staff rvithin the department was recognise(l. the collection remained a mystery
to the uninitiated. There were backlogs of photographs nrld donations lvaiting
to be siftecl. indexcrl antl catalogued. Many itcms of the collection. including
the card index. were not pultliclv accessible. for rcasons of security ancl lack of
space. Retrieving items for cnqrriries olten necessitated lca\,ing the department
unattencled. There was insrrfficient capacity within the department lo make a
meaningful impression on the backlogs. .rnd insufficient capacity within thc rest
ofthe librarv sen'ice to bring ad(lition:rl stalfing in. Thc option of disappearing
into the stack to sort. index ancl cataloglrc was not an option itr the climate of
pro-ject {rnd partnershit) working. So rve turned to the bigger picture to look fbr
solutions. We needed to create a bal:rnce.

Opportunities to meet the Challenges
The first three months in post provided timc to take stock. to get to know the
collection. how it was used. alld indiridrrals iu'rd teams u,ithin the librarlr scrvice.
colleagues and potcntial partners outside of lillraries. the needs of regular
custonlers and occasionitl \.isitors: to assess the lvider picture and to consider
the challcnges set. This invoh'cd a process of exploing the chasm. mapping
the collection. iclcntifying gaps. assessing the scale of backlogs. considering
priorities. finding funcling and support.

Thc traditional local studies sen ice remains essential: acquiring. cataloguing
books ancl non book materials. indexing information. answering enquiries.
supporting research and publishing. However. the sen'ice also has a vital role in
meeting council ancl government priorities. which change as the neecls ofsocietv
chtrnge. Ser]sc of Place is high on the Council agenda. along with community
engagement. lamily anrl inlbrmal learning opportrrnities. Thcvalue ofthe local
heritagc to the area and potcnti:llly to the economy is recognisecl: thc Cultural
Sen'ices department had develope(l an exciting heritage trail and walks. which
enh:rncecl the expericnce of visiting the local area. allcl uncovered the amazing
heritage. Thcre was a wish to dcvelop this further, by digitising the photographs
and publishing these to a website. but lirnding had yct to be fbund.

How could we balance tlte traditional role with the new challenges without
additional staJf?

Developments
Acccss to websites such as Ancestry has enabled aspects of the familv history
service to spread across other departments ard branch libraries. All library
assistants across thc service have reccived introdrrctory training in Ancestry and
how local strrdies resourccs. srrch as maps, photographs ar-rd trade directories.
help to build up a picture ofthe past. The Council's online register search service



is one of the most popular pads of the Council Website : made possible with
the drive arld support ofthe web team and volunteers, this service has enabled
researchers to make preparatory searches trt home. before visiting the library.

Support
Recognising the need for support. we set up a loczrl history group ol, umd for.
individuals interested in local heritage. The group developed a role to srrpport
the local studies library, with projects which enable volunteers to contribute to
collection care, (for instance a glass negatve repackaging project) outreach to
schools and homes. to create and support displays in the communitj,. and to
support programmes for local history month and heritage open days.

Strategy
The first step was to map the collection allcl list all things that needed doing,
- everything from labelling a drawer on a filing cabinet, bringing card indexes
into the public domain. sourcing aIId purchasing copies of maps to plug gaps.
and putting the t gth century posters into order.

The next step was to develop al] action plalr to deal with the major backlogs. and
identil.' priorities. Dropping a collection. Ibr instance indexing the newspapers
rather than cutting and filing the articles. did not meet with approval. As main
ilrticles in the local paper are now archived online. and there are microfilnt copies
ofthe local newspapcr at Colinclale. altholrgh the newspaper cuttings collection
required attcntion . this is a lower priority compared with the photograph and
map collections. Phrgging the gaps in the map collection was achievable with
a planned ?rcquisition strate€y.

Support Sen'ices took on the task of putting catalogue records online. Mindful
of the size of this task. we approached this challenge strategically, working not
from O 999, but from 942, and then to titles most relevant to South !.neside,
then Tyne artd Wear. Durham. ald so on.

The pictorial survey was the most mlnerable and lcast accessible area of the
collection. The photographs are stored czLrefully in any available space in the
basement stack, a store shared with other library sen'ice collections. The
full potential of the collection is not realised. in terms of access and income
generation.

Opportunities
Ifthe photograph collection cor]ld be digitised. alld incorporatcd into a searchable
electronic database, many problems could be addressed. In addition. copyright
information could be linked directly vith electronic copies of each image.
Published. the website would address issues of access, supporting education,
research and provide resources for reminiscence. It would also create a memoriill
to the changing heritage, ald possibly address many of the issues of loss
experienced by local people. The digital surrogate images woulcl prevent lirrther



wear and tear on photographs. and provide a back up to be stored elselvhere. to
meet disaster management issues. Unprecedented access to a valuable collection
of images would create opportunities for inL'ome generation. ln summary.
digitisation offered a solution to mzlny of the problcms that we faccd. Digitising
tbe photographs became the main prioriq, ancl focus for attention - a project
that rvor.rl<i eventually become a mainstream activiq/.

The next challenge was flnding thc funding to achieve this. An earlier bid
for heritage lottery funding hacl not been successful - a large bid pro\iding
opportlrnities lbr community engagement. We looked to turn this idea upside
down arrd to build our digitisation programme project by project. To this end
we prrt in a pre application for lottery funding from Your Hcritage. This was a
project to digitisc up to 4.OOO images which describe the considerable changes
to the riverside - a regeneration area and a council priority. Our application was
supported irnd we received firnding to purchase image management software
and website lrontencl. with opporlunities to work with local commrrnities ard
volunteers. Library ancl Clouncil tCT provided support in sourcing and evaluating
image rnanagemcnt software. and developing the procedures to enable volunteers
to support the project (CRB chccks and log ins for volunteers).

Building capacity to support L'onmunity engagement rvas developecl through
a sccond projecti Respecting tlte PosL - Rememberitg Souih T!/neside Wcrtime
Memones. fur]clcd by the Uig l-ottery through TPYF2 (Their Past Your Frrture
2 coordinated nationally by llrc Museums l-ibraries and Archives Council).
This w?rs an inter generational reniniscencc drarna project. which explored the
impact of World Warr 2 on the local area and people. This project encouraged
engagement across the Borough. l)reaking down parochial borrndaries and
bringing in nerlcriirl zrbout Lromb damage to areas oulside of Sorth Shields.
oral histories of womer] shipvar(l rvorkers. and so on. There were local histon,
and (re:rtive writing rvorkshops for diffcrcnl gcnerations. The clrama. based on
the expcricncc of l<x'zrl children in World War 2. was t:rkcn out to schools and
perfornred to prlblic audiL:nccs.

Both projects have bcen supportcd b1' other initiatives. for example Crcativc
Partncrships. Opening Cultrrral Doors .md Find Yorrr Talcnt. rvhich have enabled
colleagues in lillraries. muscums an(i archives to engage schoolchildrcn. ESOL
students and Ilomereaclers fhouscbound) with project activity. by coordinating
visits. paying transport costs and organising crachcs.

Volunteers srrpport the collection an(l proiects. gi\ing tjme to a range ofactivities:
listing donations. plrtting images into the main sequcnccs rearly fbr indexing.
sharing their knowledge of the local area to describe images for the website.
scanning images. inputtjng information. crcating an(l taking displays out into the
communiq/. supporting heritage open days ancl local history month. o.ganising
and delivering a progra[]me of monthly talks. and project meetings. recording
memorics and helping to evaluate proiect activity. The vohrnteers have come
lbrwartl from local and family historv groups in the area. as a reslllt of the
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librarian glving talks about the collection. ald also from Culture Works - an
initiative funded by One North East .urd administercd locally by Age Concern,
to provide opportunities to engage with and contribr.rte to local heritage.

Results
Outreach clisplays, events and photographic competitions have created
opportunities for media coverage. and fbr individuals, colleagrres and partners
to give time to slrpport a valuable heritage resollrce rvhich in turn will suppoft
education, rescarch. prrblishing a]ld regeneration. l,oca1 people have an increased
awareness oflocal heritage alld access to sources within the collection. The local
studies collection has an increasing presence on the online catalogue and an
increasing number of images al-e now accessible on our pilot website. Customers
can rcsearch fi-om a diskrnce and prepare their visit ir.r advance. when they
arrive they can use the indcxes independently ard have access to nearly a full
range of maps representing the history and development of South 'Iyneside.

The traditional roles of acquiring. processing and cataloguing material. thus
making this material accessible irre still important. as e'rre assisting crrstomers
ard alswering enquiries. However, the role of local studies has lleen enhanced
through the coordination and de.velopment ofthe volunteer role. in c.tring for ald
increasing access to the collcction. working in partnership to deliver projects to
targeted audiences has brought in funding to protluce better quality publicitj'
material. media opportunities, to develop the sen'ice and enable outreach -
helping to find ways to l)eat the crtrnch.

Arrne Sharp is Irccl Slualies Librcncrl, Soltth TLJnestde Incal Studies Library

JUST ONE WORLD - OR IS IT? Information Skllls for the Small Museum
DierLe Dkott

As a newcomer to managing a small local sttrrlies musellm I stafted to question
whether my traditional library skills would trarsfer con.fortably to this nr:w
environment. Southwold Muserrm opcned in 1933 as an independent museum
and it was completely refrrrbished in 2008. Its permanent exhibition was highly
commended at the Museums.uld tleritage Awards irl 2OOg .rnd this year it
attractcd over 7.O00 visitors. With sonre 4.00O objccts of all shapes and sizes
r?rnging from l4'high Viking ruclders to a tiny light bulb fiom our operailonal
lighthouse. prints and paintings. over'10OO photographs, archives and a local
studies library. it co\.crs a wide rangc of materials. We also answcr a large
nun.rber of queries relating to local emd lamily history. Some knowledge of locarl

studies work was certainly a help but I soon realized that there werc glaring
gaps in my skills.

'l-ocal stuclies stands at the cutting edge of modern library nncl information
work ald demands a variety of skills and techniques' ' somy first task was to
identify these skills. To a large extent my task was made easier Lry Jill Barber's
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excellent prcsentation at (.lmbrclla in 2OO7 $'hen she ex?rmincd trair.ling for local
studies2. Local strrdics provision in lil)raries. rnusclutls and archives is being
influenced l))' ICT zrd|ances and the nunlcrolls online ancl (ligjtal resorlrces th:rt
are avail:rblc rcsult in increascd cxpcctations liom our.ustomers. All this is far
removccl from the traditior-)ell lierv of local stu(lics as lxting alnost excltlsivelv
concernecl $itl-r loca1 histow lrror.ision. Sonlc vc:lrs .rgo thc LSG committee looked
at wavs oflcring training 1o its menrbcrs alcl as a first step decit]ecl to idcniifv
the knowlcdge ancl skills neerlt-'cl lbr local strtclies rvork.

A small electronic slrrYev in April 20O7 citnx'up u.ith tl.tc following results:

l All the responrlt'nis plerccd irllbr:n)ation technologf anrl ('onlmuniceltion
skills first. In the local stu.lies contcxt. .'\'crvone regarded inage
cerptlrre ancl digitisation irs viiiillv inportarlt. aiong with wel) site design
ancl dealing $'itlr issucs arotrncl born digital archives and records.
Cicncalogical online resolrrces hilve exllandc(l ancl these are creating
enorulc)lrs clemands on nllr'('lults. zrrchives and libraries. As fhr as
mv rvork is corr< t-rncd IT skills are pilramolrnt. We havc clcvelopecl arr
cxtrL-nrely rvell-rcgarcletl inter.r('livc wcbsitc with over 25.000 hits a
ve.rr. Almost all orrr photographs have been cligitized an(l are prrblicly
zrvallablc. \\re ?rre looking fbm'artl to (ligitizing rnorc' of orrr ilrchi\:e and
to clel'eloping (ligital records milnagcmcnt :rrrd rve have a relational
clatabase lor orrr r:atalogut:-

Tl]e seconcl maior area u'ils thilt of nl:r.n:lgcm.'nt. Of corrrse. management
is an essenliirl c{lnponer-rt of local studies \rork. Most of the r('spondcnt.s
placLid custonler care. marketing an(l l]r('rrolion. sterff training and
project mirnagenort high on tl.leir lists of priorities. Cltrstomer crr.- is
rcgardccl irs iital. as the initial impr-essions arc' oflong lasling importarlce.
We have been gr:ltificcl hv thc positive co[rments from orrr \risitors on
the wclcotlc thev receive. More specific is working with \ohrnfccrs
E\,eryone is a \-olulrteer irt Sollthwol(l so that all tzrsks. fiom front-of-
house to i(l.ntifving ncrv ac(Irisili()ns. are done bv volunteers. Similarly.
nlirrrJ loc.rl stu(lies libraries relv orr \'olunteers to index their newspapcr
collections. prepare (lisplir],s and carry (nrt Dlinor cor-rsen'ation $'ork.
antl of corrrsc thcrc :rr(-' t rilining implications. Marketing. pronlotion and
firnd raising arc nlso inrportant corrponents ol the clay to (lal' work. Day
to clav office management. l)r r(lgeting :rnd nririnlcnancc fall within our
rqnii. I)roii]('l lniln.lgcmc t is likcly to be inrportant. In orlr cilse. we
rcc.'ivc(l il Lottcry Grant of .[3 l2.OOO lor a complete rc-'firrl)ishmcnt and
modernisation. This $'oul(l not har.c bccn arccorlplished $.ithout the
conside-'rabk nlzln?lgcnrcnt skills of mv preclecessor. Da\i(l (le Kretscr
rvhosc- backgrouncl was in the constnlction in(hrsiry. Wc are always
seeking grants lirr essential im[)ro\'(-'m()lts an(l rccentiv we acquired
ir srnall grrrnt lirr rt'nrorrnlirrg sorDc of th.- objrcts in our clisplay cases.

The thircl major area ol conctrn to tll{'locirl silldics lillrarians covered
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preseniation. l,ocal studies collections hold uniqtre resources that require
carefrrl handling. In the local studies lil)rary and in museums it is of
vital importance. Terqr tsracher commentecl on the dangers ofnot being
aware of preservation materials. techniques. and slrrdards. 'When I
first arrived there had been some wonderfully talented and committed
people working with Local Studies but through no fault of their o\\.n
none had any training in preserwation and consequentlv we have a

lifetime of work putting it right'3. Other respondents drew attention
to e preservation and traditional preservation skills: all of which need
continual updating. In the museum context it is essential that curators
ilre aware of the neecl to care for their collections. It is often claimed
that the worst enernies ofobjects in nruscu[)s are the curators, through
ignorance rather than m?rlpractice. Musetrms like ours contain a wide
variet]' of objects: we have fbssils dating from 7OoOBC. stuffed birds
ald animals, fishing nets. a doll's house. beer bottlcs. textiles. gas
masks arld a brass firenan s helmet. All have clifferent conservation
needs. Maintaining ambient conclitions (temperature al]d humidity) to
create a sympathetic environment and regular moniloring is essential to
ensure there are no insects attacking vulnerable objects. This is an area
where skills adclitional to those needed by most local studies libraries
are needed. A reccnt example brought this home to me. On a regular
inspection I discovered evidence of moth infestation in the stulTed otter.
How to deal \vith it was outside my experience ar-rd I had to find expert
conservation ad\.ice as a matter of great urgency. The support offered
to surarll museums in Ezrst Anglia is excellent and within days the otter
was enjoying a holida]' in srtb zero ten.rperatures.

4. Knowlerige ofcommunity profiling.urd oflocal associations and societics
is also essential. Local studies librarizrns iu-e also Very committed to
learning and outreach, as are museunls. ln this category local studies
librarians saw communication skills. including giving talks to schools
and adults. as well as preparing exhibitions and displays. as extremely
important. This links back to promotion and markcting. as many local
studics prepare intbrmative leaflets on using resorrrces as well as
preparing newsletters and booklets based on their collections- we are
actively involved in producing booklets on fishing. and religious activib'
in Southwold. Such skills are more likelv to be acquired on thejob rather
thalr as part of formal education.

5. What was fascinating was that knowledge of the locality alld of the
resources in the collection came last in their list of priorities. My own
expe'rience has sho\l'n that it is impossible to answer most of the queries
we receive fron the public without detailed local knowleclge. These
can cover topics such as. 'My aunt was an evacuee in the war. do you
know which house she lived in?': 'did Conan Doyle stay in ern hotel in
Sorrthwokl?': or 'rvhat was the nane of the Non"'egian ship wrecked on
the beach?'. Of course. such enquiries can only bc alsrvered by someone
familiar with the locality and its resorrrces. For newcomers to any local
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stuclies post. it is csscntial that sonle local induciion is provided. A
willingness 1o rcarcl ancl absorb all yorr can about thc arca helps. We are
blcsscd rvith several volrrnteers in th('ir cightics who can identify people
in photoFraphs and irnsrvcr r|rcrics abortt fornrer residents.

Jill Barllerr Cxaminc(l recent advertisements fbr local stlrdics posts ancl rvas able
to irir:ntilV thc skills that emplol.ers reqr.rire(i. Thesc arc:

. ICIT skills

. Customer lbcus

. Marketing

. Publiciiv and prornotion

. Stalf training aLn(l user edLlcation

. Organizing :rcii\-ilics art(l r\cn1s

. ld('ntilvitrg cxtcrnill funding

. Working with comnrLrnitv grolll)s

. []artnershil)s

. Fonvarrcl pliurr-ring

. Abilitlr to precil)itate ( hang(l

. Intcrcst irn(l crihlrsinsnr for lamilv ;rnd lor:al history
All of these nre highlv rcle|ilnt in ilr(' r-Illlsclrm context.

k)c:rl studies is no longer taLrght as parl of first proLssi()n:rl training in the
United Kin{(lonr. A}rt]L1stu,ryllr usc(l to olfer a post prolessional qualification
in its pirrt tirnL- f)islancc LearnirlQ Progranrle with a local strr(lies modul.'but
this too hls lretrr rlisr-orrtrnrr, rl

Trarining tbr nruseunrs is slighthr (liltercnt. As $.ilh inlormirtion strrdies there are
postg!';l(hlilte ('ollrscs. conplctior-r ol-wllich \\'ill assist canclidates in achieving
the (|!alification (.1-AMA. There are a large nrrnrber of corrrses on ollir u.ith
iitles as \.aried as Heritage Management an(l G.rllery Studics. .1r.r{l this is an
encouraging tren(l towirr(is a rorc inicr(lisc\)linan, irpproach. More inno|irtive is
iln r1n(lcfgradrrelte dceree corlrse ilr Crrltrrral Stlrdies ilt Anglia Ruskin ljniversity
which is mr llti(iisciplin.rry ancl rlirt'r'lt'rl ai lil)rariL-s. archives and museums.
Mus('rrm corrrscs irrc lcss likely to oiler nrrch in the rvay of dealing with thc sort
of local stucli€:is queries we receive in Sorrtbwol<I.

Crrrrernilr'. in 1ht: lirrilcd Kingdom. nrost local stuclies training eithcr takcs place
in housc or l)\'atlelrding short corrrses. Michael I)ewe r('cognis(-'d thc importance
ofin sen'ice trainings Many local autho tics srrch irs Hcrtlorrlshire, Waru,ickshire
anci Delon or.qanise tlreir o\!rr in loc:rl studies training training. In l)errrn ir

lraining nroclrrlc for use by stall in\.olved with local stu(lies was cnvisaged as
'a nodule fbr th.r internal training of st:rff rvho havc to rvork rvith local studies
collections'. It is u'or1h rcn)crnbcrilrg. that since mtrch local studies work is
conductc{l lly para-professionals. tririning shorrlcl encompass them ancl that
professional lot:al strrrlics lihrariiurs ncccl to acqrrire the necessary skills to be
cflirclil,c lrai.ers of thei. oi\nr st,lff -



Because local studies is rapidly changing. it is Vital that museums' personnel
and librarians take advantage of whatever courses are offered. Professional
organisations are active in running day schools on subjects oftopical relevalce.
LSG regularly runs affordable courses. They are organised at different venues
throughout the country and they are generally booked to capacib/. Recent
ones have included: Beating the cnrnch: family history resources, newspaper
digitization. aIId local studies arld education.

MI-A in the regions used to offer cross sectoral courses for libraries. museums
and archives. Courses ofthis kind ofler the chzrlce to network with professionals
in related fields. Our owrr survey revealed that several respondents recognised
the importance of cross sectoral working. especially with archivists.

Renaissance has taken a lead in the museum rvorld and is offering numerous
courses for people in small museums using the expertise of the professional
staff in larger museums in their area. These corrrses. under the auspices ofthe
SHARE programme. offer courses on a wide varietv ofrelevant topics from textile
and costume care to engaging with the communiq/ and are hear.ily subsidized by
Renaissance and fees are minimal and many are free. I have attended a number
ofexcellent courses on topics as diverse as Flints and Museun Documentation.
All are well attended. We are fortunate in Suffolk that the Association ofSuffolk
Muserrms provides mo(iestly priced day schools ancl I shall be attending one
on Safeguarding childrcn in J:Lnua{/. Also therc are relevant courses organized
by our Museum Development Officer in Srrffolk on topics such as Digitisation
and by the Sullolk Record Office which recently ofi-ered a day school on care
of photographs. We all need to keep a vigilart eye on courses offered by our
sister prof'essions as there is much that is equally appropriate to loczrl studies
in museums or libraries.

By providing effective training courses. the Local Studies Group can ensure
that it maintains a high profile in an area of librarianship that is extremely
well regarded by its public. There is little doubt that being well versed in local
studies serves as a vital launching pad lbr work in small muselrms. Our skills
are highly transf-erable and I am sure that my task would be considerably more
difficult without a firm local studies grounding.

Dic.rlif DLyotL Ls HorL. Curotor o.lsolrthuJold Museum, Sqffolic

D. Dixon (2OO l) Irccl studies librcncnshrp: a world bibliogrirphy. Facel. p.xii.
J. Barber {2O07). Do we need webbed feet? Training for locai studies librarians'.
LocaL Stltdies LibraricLn 26 12) Winter pp 2 6.
T B.acher'What makes a good local studies librarian?'. Unpublished e mail to
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FROM OI'R CILP POLICY FORT'M REPRESENTATTVD

The Policy Fonrm met once again in November at Ridgmount Street. around
fgrty-one reprcsentatives of the ltrzrnches artd Groups. There was agreement
that this meeting had not been working ?ls well as had been hoped - exactly what
our table had determined at the lirst Forum meeting when we opcnly srrgqestecl
that the Policy Fonrm should be closed down. It is -itrst too large ar.r assentbly
and takcs on most of the unfortunate aspects of the pre\:ious all-lp Council.

Howe_ver dismissing the Policy Fonlm was too radicz a conclusion for our peers
- and the representatives present agreed on another ard somewhat diffbrent
model using smallcr groupings (with expertise in sub-jects ur-rder consicleration).
This may work better until the on-going Re\iew of Governirnce considers Iuture
options. and. in fact. this mcrting was ntorc l)roductive than I might have
anticipated. Me.urwhilc the the Branch ?xtd Groups Fonrm will convcne as before.

. The delegates considered thc document. [/ser Pn'uacL] tr L{br.lnes Grrrlelines
.for tLe ReJlectiDe Littrartqn. headcd by Margirct Watson on bchalf of the
Privacy Task and Finish Group. Se\.eral sLrggestions were made :xtd there
will be futurc consultation tltrorrgh coleragt jn Lrlrrlatc rmd throrrgh CILIP
Communities. trlogs. and the CILIP Website.

. A paper from the nerv Vice Clt?rir. Peter Bcauchirmp. sugqcsted policies that
should be developed rvithin thc Polic\. Forum - onlv lour Gror.rps ancl two
Branches had rcsponded to his cnails. llut within his list thc lollorving may
have urost relevance lor the Local Studies Group:

'/ Prrblic Library usL- of Web 2 functionalitv,/ What acccss ;reans in thc ljght of the !no\ e tnwarcls proviclir.tg
more onlinc scn ices

'/ Conmunityengagemcnt
'/ Valrre of library :lnd information sen'iccs in a recession
'/ Strategies to combat cuts in library seniccs

Other sugqestions srrch as nrenrbership recruitment. the CILIp website.
the prescnation of CILIP archives. and better comnlunication rvith the
membership. especially about Council and Policv Forum deliberations rvere
also flaggecl rrp.

. CILIP's A5 leaflct wltcll make-s a Goocl LIbrenJ Serulce?. aimed at local
corrncillors dealing \i,rith Public Libraries - rvith a five-point list of the
requirements of local cour.rcils taken liom the Public I-il;raries aIId Mrrseun.rs
Act {1964) and a ten-point checklist of goocl librirry provision was
commendcd.

. The _Fonrnl supportcd the campaign to make school Iillraries statutory. A
small group of members is to move tl.lis debate fonvzn-(I.

. Other nclvs is that thc Deputv Chair of the Forum is chairing a T?rsk and
Finish Group overseeing a CII-lP Miurifcsto: the CILIP Tnrstee El,ections 2O I O
were taking place: and Brian llitll. a one,time ntember ofthe Local Studies
Committee had lteen electecl unapposed trs Vic'e President of ClLIp. This
ensrrres that he $.ill be CILIP F\-esident in 2011.

Elizsbeth Metrose. Local Shr.lies Group r"preserrlaliDe on tlrc CILI? potlcg Forunt
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IFLA MILAN 2OO9: The Poster Competition
Ll;zab"llr ItIelrose

A poprrlirr leairrre of tlre annrrttl IFLA (lonIt--rcnces is the Poster Competition.
This attracts manv cntri('s lrorn lil)rar], ()rganisirl ions world \f i(lc. Thc resultir)g
exhibition is a highlighi of the IFI,A laxllil)ition Hnll. Al IFI,A (Ju('bec last year,
the Gent:alogy and Lo('ill History Se('lion clis( llsse(l illc possil)ili\' ol lrravelv
attempting a firsl -tinre crrtr\-- 'l'h(' Comnlittee ortanises ir su c('r'ssftrt l)roQr.lmme
ofgenealogical interesl irt each IFLA Conlerencc'. a t$.ioc-vcarh' Scction Ncwslett(-'r
an.l has to its credit il pul)lished \r)hrnlc ol thc Se('tion ( lonfcrcr'rcc prcs!.ntations
- so rvhv not a Scction Il)ster cnlrv for 2OO9?

Over thc next nronths the prosl)ect of a l'ostcr croppc(l up fronr timc to tirnc ir)
(lonmittee cmails l)rit \\'irs ratlrer o!ershaclorvt'rl l)v thc creation of olrr Scction
pages on the the ncw Il:l,n \\'ebsitc. an(l olrr proqrammr: for the 2O0!) Conlerencc
in Mil:rn. Four days lrt'lbre tttc last d:rie lirr the enlF/ ol thc ft)stcr al)str:rct. I

deciriccl that the iimc \\'ns now or ne\:cr. ?ln.l (lashe(l olT a two hunrlrt'rl rvorrl

l)aragrirph on Hcrediltl (rnd li,l L'iron,n('n l - G(rt?alollll etd ktcel Hislory -lirr AII.
This wils circlrlated to ollr (l(nllnrittt't irncl. scvt-r'al breakrl(-'ck arlrcndmcnls later.
we sent thc text to IFL^ l l cir(l(lu irrters ()r) the olTicial li)rrr.

Herediiy and cnvironnlcnl. \\'c clainlt(l irl the al)stra(1. contril)lrte to who wc
are and holv we live - aln(l re\'('al the si{nificance ol Lrt nl ;irrrt lhmilv ltistorics.
With thc incre?rsing f:rscinatior) in orrr tbrlrt'nrs an(l thcir pasl livcs. u'r'l-topt'<l
to demonstrate that in(li\-idual lirmily ilnccst.ics. onc(' (lisconrx cte(l in \-arious
archives. and ollcn mrrrlrlled l)v wirr. ('nrigr:ltion. or borrnclarr,r clluurtlcs. ( oul(!
norv bc linked (ligitall!'and stu(lic(l lrt' rcscirrchcrs in ( olurtless ()ther locations.

Soon. tO our grcat srrrprise, wc learnc(l th:rt orrr abstr':rr:i harl lrccrt il('c('ptc(1.
From more thzrn 25O primarv slll)nrjssior-rs. I03 L'ntrj('s ha.l llt'r'n st lt'r'tecl lor
(:\'cntual exhibition in Milan. W(: had mo|ed (nr to the rrt'xt ler.r'l - \\'e hzt<l a l'ostcr
to prepare. Em?ril is a wonderlirl clericc ancl. in ('o ordinittinq thc proie('l. I na.lc
firll use ofit in the nexl lcrv rnonil.rs. \vilh signilicant i'rl( r)rrr:rgcnrent liorr erach

of our Committce menll)ers. Orrr butlQct ir.as limitcd. so I t--nlistt'rl tlle h(--lp ol il
sympathetic designcr in [,l]don u.honr I kneu'worrld n()l over('lrarge. Wc settlc(l
(lown to consi(lor the I\)ster (l('sign. (lc( iding alter ntrrch elc( ironic rliscrissiorr
on using genealogical lirnrilv tr('cs fiont arorrrrd the rvorltl to illustr:rtc tl.te lhcnr('
rrndcr the hczrcling. l?rrrr I'irrrritl Hislorrl: OLLr ('.ollecliolln rlark(, alorrnc( ll'ons.

The f;rmil1' trees. sent l)\' the (lommil lcc melrll)ers :lr)(l e miuriltin.q ll-Olrr ntztnv
(:ountries. were very (liflercnt and tnrlv ar-r)irzin.q. Eltrrlualiv ir choi(\'hacl lo
be mtrdc. The im:rges lrncl to lx: of a vcrl hi{lr resohrljon llris cancclle(l out
ser.erzrl options - thel' lracl to lrt-' trppropriati- iu)cl thtr harl 1o c|tclorse the niltrrrc
of genealogv and loczll histor\'. 'li) this cr(l the (l.-signer used a copy o1 :r familr,
tree lront Taiw?)n. a l61h cenllrry pecliQree liont the National Library of W.rlcs.
a document of a Nonvcgian.r familv- a f;rmih' chart li()m Monlcne.qro. imagcs
of Chincse gencalogies. ir filnrily pedigrce frr)rrr the tlnited States. zrrlcl l-irrnilv
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trees of the Etl.riopian Kings. Seeing all these examples made me decide that we
should har-e tlvo Postcrs. each with the same heading and script but using all
the dazzling gcnealogical images that had been sent in. To broaden the scope
we added two historic photographs of country families from yorkshire and a
vignette ofa Danish vill?rge taken from:r nineteenth century autograph album.

There were the rrsual unner\ing noments. For se.r'eral periods in thc early
summer I was out ofinternct contact whilc dealing with legal matters in Scodald;
the designer realisecl he hacl. in error. r rsecl a low qr ra lity illtrstration and needed a
replacenent in a hurry: Committee members queried grammalr ancl punctuation
within the text: thc commercial prirrter's internet itccess failed at a crucial stage
with British Telecom clairning it was not their probleml On the other hand I ha(i
planned just enough tine to compose a leaflet giving nrorc information on the
Posters and the family trecs. ready to hartcl orrt at the IFL\ sessions. These wcre
printed and packcd along with :r massive clouble Poster trrl)e lbr the.journev to
Milan. At Stansted. despite my worries. even Ryanair olficials rvere sympathetic
and set aside thc charge usrrally clainted for extra lla€g:rge.

A great variety of posters wcre exhibited :rt the Poster Sessions in the IFLA
exhibition hall. Over lunchtime on two separate days. along wjth the o rer
representativcs of libraries. asseciations. and organizations from arouncl thc
world. I stood ancl reported on orrr exhibit to groups of Conference cleleqates.
hardecl orrt our leaflets and made fricnds with neighbours at thc poster boards.
Nearby rvas the Publika Hrrngarian Library Group Poster whose presenters knew
friends of mine \,vorking in Hrrngary. Another Postcr. organised lty colleagucs
from Tairvan. ilhrstratecl thcir pro-ject on Digilising o:rtd trcleorkiu lhrouglt
interftatiot r.1l co operoliorl.

I was obliged to use the Confcrcnce photocopying facilitics to pro\.idc many
more leaJlets giving thc detail on thc Poster imagcs and I bcgan to run out
of our CenealoRy Section k)aflet in sevcral languages. 'l'he time passed very
quickly, but I was al)le to ta&e photographs of those posters that appealed
to me so I conlcl shorv our desioner on my return to England. One initiativc,
featured by several presentatioits, was to give Post-it notcs for comment to the
audience - there was a specific spacc on the Postcrs to stick these remarks.

Entering the IFLA Poster Session was a great project for orrr Committee. Our
members come lrom diffcrcnt countries on all continL-nts. We hacl to work together
and pool examples of genealogical sorrrcc material from our val-ious archives
and local history coller:tions. Once the Section has paid the bills therc is the
possibility that our IFLA Posters nay bc displayed in the Libra4/ of Congress
and in the librarics in the Virgin Islands. Our poster may not havc won the
coveted top IFLA Poster award - thal was given to an entry from China, _lfeu us.
Okl Photos: Keep CLlLtLLral Herttages in Guangzhou AliDe but it was a contender.

Elizabeth Melrose is a menlber oJ llLe IFLA Genealogu and L/JcaL Histon./ Seclion
Committee uld edits the S€clion s lfer.L,slelter
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NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE LOCAL STUDIES AND FAMILY fiISTORY
COLLECTION
K(rlh C(Lssidu

An ("xtensive and oiion uniqu(' colkrction ofbooks. illustrations. nervspapr:rs itncl
mal)s. Ncwcastle s Local Strr(lies itlrd I-irrnilJ, Hislon' (lcl.ltrc horrscs th(' largcst
collt-'ction of local rnirteriill in llle rcQion. EstablishtrI in I 88.1 ihe cdlecl ion covcrs
lyne & \Vcar. Norl l-ttrmbcrl:rntI and f)rlrhanr \\rith s;rt-'iitl emphasis on Net'r'itslie
upon \rre. Therc art'ill .xcess of (is.O(X) vollrmes. ranginE liom int:urrabrrlit to
currcnt nr?rteriirl. Th(-' ainl is to ircqr lire all relr'\'emt I itles lnrblishecl. Other printc(l
mitlcrial inclll(les a $i(l('riln{e ol rcports. parnpl]lets ilnd l)cri(licals. Therc is
also a significant t-olicc tion of t'phemt'ra srrch as newspill)cr clrttings. election
leallets. comnrrrnitv newslctt('rs iln(l poslers. lt als{) holds thc lzrrgest collection
of rcgional ne\vspal)crs irr th(' area. claling liorn l7l I lo thc prescnt (lay.

The collection is si{nificilnt irncl as such. is lrse(l l)y a \r'ide ('ross section of the
public. A largc prol)ortion ol tllc miricri:tl is rarc an(l irreplaceable: therclbre nrost
of the collecti{)n is r.}ot (}!l prrlrlit' it<'ct'ss. In tlre new Citv Lil)rar.r the ma-ioritv of
thesc resollrc(:s arc stor(\l in il secl lre entironnlenl ally controlled (llS545.l) slarck
area r.hich iilso inchr(l('s a slrong roonr an(l a photographic slore. nrr incr.qen
gaLS firc(l supl)ression syslclu h?rs l)ccl-r installcd;rs arn zrclck:rl safi)tv rlrcarsrlrc.

A new home for our service
-l'he Centre is situiltcd on tlre sixlh Iloor in the nc\\' ( itY Lil)ran' l)uil(ling. lts
position on thc' top floor is signilicirnl. as lronr here visitors ar('al)l('to cnioy
panoran)ic vicvs ol th('Clitv anrl bevorrtl. Visitors ciln irtcss 1l-tt floor l)v citlrL'r
the main stair(':rsc ()r on('oltllc two sc('rric li11s. Al)irrt Ii1)rn I l)e eroun(l floor. the
ar('a is the orrlv oilrer prrlrli< lJoor rvillt a lirll floor plirlr': ihrrt'ol lhc five prrlriic'
floors zrre built :rrourl(1 1ll('firrrr st(n-oy alriunl. rL'slrlting iu a tolallv sell contirirrc.l
space that is ltrrQe. irin' iur(l lnrcllllter(\1. Tll( position ol ih(' sen ice ilrca \\'ilhin
thc builcling:rn(l tl.te rlt lilrt-'raler lisrr:,r.1 link li'aturcs thilt ixf incorl)orat('(l in the
design. arc vzrhralrlt irn(l posili\e ('len!('rlts. The irrteni is i{) lltilizc th('posilion
of the scnice areil in ( rcatin{ an intceral lirrk lrt'tivt'r'n th('\islir :rlrcl thc corc
lunction ofthe s.'ction ils er Drovirk:r oi-rcsorlrces I)crliliDine to tllL'regio!-r.

Thc deliber;rlc enrpirasis oll eng?rging thc lil)r.rr\'r custonr( r rr,'it h llte maie'rizrl
hclcl in the centrc rincl thc l)lrilt en|ironrnent strrrorrr'r(lin{ it is cnlphasis('(l in
the viewing gallerv. This firllv glazcd arca ft'atrlring (iistinciive :rrtrvork bv local
artist Katherine Hoclgkinsort is (lireclh. a<'r'r'ssible i-onr t:itl'ter the stainvilv or
the nlain 0oor. It c(nrtaills six stvlish S\\'irn iur(1 [,{q chirirs. sponsore<l by Rvder
Architecture Ltd. rvho \\'ci-e rcsp{)nsil)lc tor (lesigr}ing l he l)uilding: rcsplentlent
in cerise leirther. lllcsc |otirtt:. itlklvirr{ \'isiiors to titl(c filll ir(lvirnia{c ol'the
panoranlas. 'l'l-res(' iilcllr(le krcirl lanclnrarks Iike (;re\,s Monllnlcnt. 'l'he Baltic
Arts Clenire and th(' Mill('nnitlrn L3riclge. The {alk:rar' is rt l)opul.u (lcstinirtion ilrea.
rvith pcople trsing lhe sl)ir.c to rca(lor rrrect lj-it'n<ls. \'lalnr'\'isitors a[)p('ar to.ilrst
eniov spclrcting their tinlc in (llriel ( ontcn)plirlion lilr al)ove the mardding cro\\'cl.
'l-lx'nr:rin lloor in('llr.les S.1 s('l)ara I (' str r( h' sl)i lces with lask lighting. fbr rrteen vitlt
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frce comprrter acccss. trventv fotrr rvith microfiche readers anri six u,ith tnicrofilnr
reader l)rini('rs. In conlnx)n lvith all floors there is rut attracti\re inlilrmal seaiing
area adjacent to lot.irl nervsptrl)crs ancl mag:rzines. The floor also houses trvo
self cont:rini:tl nreeting ro(rns. the largcr seating thirty fir'e. thc smaller twc-lr.e.
With the attention to detail th:rt characteriscs the building l)oth rooms feattrre:
original Fritz I lansen clrairs tront th.' previous 196Os library l)uil(iine. The.v hilve
been reco'" cre tl in teal leatltcr i o nirror l ltc acoent colour in t he scct ion. On this
floor there is also a ck^mloa(l stirtion \\'ith a CD listenilrg at.t(l DVI) \'iewing point.
There arc two plasntit scr.()cns in thc scction: onc illlows the public to fin(l oul
what is going on irr the rest of the l)uilcling. rvhile the oth(_'r is sUSpen(lr_-<l at .rt_-

entrancc to the Newc:rsile Collection (lisplay:u-cat an(l ei\res inli)rmirtion abolrt
the collections ihat it cont:rins.

Showcasing our special collections: The Newcasfle Collectlon
This area is itrspirc(l bv the King s l-illrarr- ir.l the L3ritish Lil)ran,. An inl]ortant
part oI ihc (lesien for thc nerv ltuilclitr{ wits to pro\.j(le feirttrrr:s that allo$.t:cl
material that \\'?rs l)reviously Ili(l(trn to bc (lisl)laye{I. Tlrr.' Ner,vcastlc (hlk'ctior.r
area is irn opportunitl' {o sh{)wc.tsL' some iteus liont tlte Lliiy Lillrarv- s hcritilge
and specii, coll(.ctiolts l)rc!i(ntslv I{ept in slron{: roonts. i-ined lvilh slate fronr
the floor of the lirst Cilv l-illran. tllis enviror)trcntillly controllecl arcn :rllorvs
ihe CitV S nlosl signiliciutt l)rirrti:(l heritagc (.ollections to lte rlisltlarvcrl in secltr(j
conclitions. Since it oltcnerl in 183:l Nervcastlt_- Clitv l-iltraric:s hir\.e ircrlrrirecl ancl
built up cxtcnsive an.l sigr)ill(:rnt colk:tlions ofrarc hooks an(l hc tage nlalciiil.
Thcse are of rcgionill. nation:rl anrl intern.rtional significitnce. inciu(ling sor-ltc
of the first l)ooks print.'(l in the citY in the I 6OOs. In thc l)asi ihese jlcltrs ha\.e
br:en horrsecl ir) slrong rooll r(jlx)sitorics irncl have. irr ntilnv cils(]s. lleen (l
presen.c of acii(lenrics iln(l resit:lr cllers. The rirtionale ltchinrl The Nctvr:as e
Collection displirl'areil was tl]( o[)l]ortunitics it aflbrdc(l io pronroic;rncl tlispl:ry
the matcriirl allowitrg ltcr4tie to (liscoler. rlsri iln(l cn-jov th( trcritage collcctions
in Newcastlc Lillraries. 11('llls ilt tltc (lisplav can l)e easilv ch:rngecl to rnr.ett
sen-icc needs and allow visilors 1o s€te the lilll range irnrl rlir.ersitv of ilte speciirl
collections. An arvarcl liorrr the I leritatgc Lottery frrrrd lrtr the two vear Nervc:ls e
Collcction proiccl l)ro\.i(le(l ihr. nteans to consen'e sorlc of the ntitle al an(l
design a dvnirmic wcl)sife to pronlote it. The \\(_'l)site ctrr.r bc lbrrncl at: $\,-w.
ncwcastle. go\'.uk/ newcasll('('ollectiotl

The focris of the projccl rvas tO c,on<.cntrate olr lhc coilccli('ls tat werc of the
greatest sigr)ificance to krcutl heritagr'. These collccli()ns arc:

. The Avison Collection. Loc:ri r.ompose r Charles Ar.ison ( l 7O9 l77O)
is regardc(l as Iirrglatrcl s {r.irtest 18ih celttrtrv (r)ncerto co ryrQser. Thit
coil.-(1ion. fbrlrtc(l in pirrtn('r-slri l) $.ith thc Charl(s A\.ison Sociciv. has
uniquc:lulograph n-larll ts(.l-ipt rvorklxxrks_ It u,irs itcclrrirccl l)y the Socictv
\\rith funcling liom the Heritage l-ottcrv Mt:nrrtrial Frrnrl in 2OOO.

. The Bewick Collection. (lonsiclcrcd the fincsl collection ol printed books
in thc rvorlcl of tlte aftist at(l enoralcr. 'J homas Bc rvir'l< ( I 7S3 I B2B). .John
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Williarn Pease ( 1836- 19O 1) spent forty years collecting his work. When he died
he left the collection to Newcastle Libraries. ln addition to over three hundred
volumes in fine bindings. of first and later editions of illustrated books. it
also contains over one thousand woodblocks by Bewick and his pupils. In
addition there are letters. drawings and watercolours as well as Bewick's
own tool chest a]1d work table.

. The Collinson Collection. Consists ofthree volrrmes ofexquisitely detailed
watercolour paintings ofthe flora of Northumberland and Durham. Richard
Collinson (l8l I - 1883) was a naval officer and arctic explorcr. He donated
the work to the libra{' but it is not known who actually painted the works.

. The Crawhall Collection. The Crawhall fan.fly of the North East is one of
the most ancient in the region. Between the late lSth alld early 2Oth centuries
there were three members whose artistry has since been recognised as among
the most distinctive the region has produced. The collection contains works
from each of thesc three artists:

.loseph Crawhall I (1793 - 1853)

Joseph Crawhall lI (1821 - 1896)

Joseph Crawhall III [86] 1913)

. Glbsone's conches. Gibsone s Conches were bought by public subscription
in l89O and presented to Newcastle Public Library where they have been
housed e.ver since. The collection consists of seven thousand. two hrrnclrerl
and slxty watercolorrr prints of three thousand and twcnty llvc spccies of
sea-shells paintetl in meticulous detail by local entrepreneur George Gillsone.

. The Mackey Collection. Iturchased by the City in 1919. a collcction of
pre l70l items of local businessman Matthew Mackey. Includes a collection
of local tracts 1640 - 1660, about the activities of the Scottish armv in the
North East of England.

. The Merrlffeld LlbnrJr. Pre lTOl and lBth zrnd 1gth century volumes
on science and mathematics.

. The Thomlinson Collection. Thc first 'public library' in Newcastle. A
collection of volumes dating from the l5th to the I 8th century. inclrrding
theologz, history. science and medicine. It was originally the private library
of Dr Robert Thomlinson ( 1668 1748) and was bequeathed to the people of
Newcastle. There are over 5.500 volumes in this collection. with manv rare
items including two incunabula printed in1,1Bg tr]]d 149O.

Greater public awareness and pronlotjon via the Newcastle Collection website
has resulted in a marked increase in interest in special collcction material. We
now receive related enquiries from all over the world.
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Maklng hedtage accessible
Another initiative that is proving popular is a series of events that we host to
promote collection natcrial and give members of the public an opportunity
to study and handle a variery of collection items. We have called these events
Touching the Past sessions.'lhey are held regularly and people car book a
place in advance. A lypical session lasts around ninety minutes. They take
place in our large meeting room arld we will introduce the session with a short
overview of the collection we are leaturing. Our Newcastle Collection sessions
will t}pically feature material from each of the individual collections that it
includes. We ask all those who attend to wear white archival gloves and we pass
individual items around the table on conservation pillowsl this allows members
of the audience to handle and look at the materiat in more detail . While this is
happening we describe the history of each collection and point out particular
features of the indir.idual items. These sessions really seem to have captured
the public s imagination ar.rd the f-eedback has been extremely positive; we
often have waiting lists. Because of this we have widened the briefar1d are now
running sessions relating to our comprehensive Theatre Royal archive ald our
Illustration Collection. In the coming year we also plan to mn sessions using
our newspaper anrl Inap collections. As the collection is so diverse aI]ri varied
there are many possibilities lbr utilising and promoting other collection areas
that we can explore ancl develop.

New IT developments
Running alongside these more recent developments we are still dealing with a
large number of enquiries relatccl to core collection matcrial. We receive thcse
in a number of rvays; in person. by telephonc. email and letter. Wc have found
that since we har.e reopened in the new library. enquiries by email and lettcr
have increased by 4O%. We feel that there is a direct correlation between this
and devclopments to the librarics web presence. This has been updated al]d
now features a number of interactive web 2:0O features that include a lillrary
blog and a library presencc on My Space, Facebook and Twitter. While these
developments have not been aimed specifically at local studies. they have
succeeded in signposting new audiences arrd have allowed a level ofinteractivjq/
that has rcsulted in an increase in enquiries. Our digitised illustration
collection consisting of 6,506 images is now hosted through flickr. Since mid
Noyenber when tbis first wcnt live we have had 65,221 hits. a figure that far
exceeds equivalcnt usage in the past. Many visitors have n.rade comments alrd
left t.rgs. The website c?rn be accessed at http: //wwrr.flickr.com/photos/
newcastlelibraries/

Other heritage provision in the Clty
Our links with the metropolitan archive service that is based in Newcastle
ciry centre are closc and well establisherl. Tyne aIld Wear Archives covers the
cities and metropolitan districts of 'Iyne and Wear; these are Newcastle upon
Tyne. Sunderland, Gateshead, alld North and South 'Ilneside. The collections
of both institutions are totally separate, although they have areas of synergr
that can assist researchers. Reflecting a national trend. genealoEy is a popular
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topic. Many researchers regularly usc the resources at each sen'ice. utilizing
complementary material that provides comprehensive regional coverage. Our
individual collections of Parish Records are a good example of this.

Facing the future
Although the public service sector is facing uncertain times, the past six months
have been an exhilarating and exciting time for Newcastle Library Service.
When the new library opened this year on the 7th June we were unsure how it
would be received by the prrblic. SLx months down the line the lbotf:rll. number
of new members and visitor comments tell their own story- the public seem to
like the building and arc using it in the way that rvas envisaged The position
of the Local Studies ard Family History Centre on the sixth floor. its adiacency
to the viewing platform. and the fact that the Newcastle Collection shor'vcase is
clearly visible from outside the building. are all felt to be factors that have had
a clirect impact on the number ofvisitors to the floor. We still have ?r great deal
that we walrt to achieve. Plans for the coming year include the introduction of a
programme of regular heritage events in community libraries and planning ancl

implementing a vibrant public events programme for the City t-ibrary. 20lO is

shaping up to be another busy ].'ear.

Krrth Crissidg is S en)ice ManQger Henloge, A/euccrstle Llbrories oncl Iryldrnl1Lion
Seruice.

FROM OUR SUBGROUPS

Our Midlands and Anglla subgrorrp reports that its arnual Diry School was held
in Nottingham in October, and incorporated the subgroup s A(lM. It attracted
4t delegates (one more than last year's event) and showed a signifi.2rrrt ntrml)er
ofdelegates from outside the region. Feedback indicated that thc day was rated
cxcellent or very good by a1l respondents. wilh nany positive commcnts. The
therne was 'Beating the crlnch' arld speakers lookt-'cl at holv sr-n'ices cotrld
work with partners zutd volunteers. as well as use low-bu(lgct activities and
events. The kelmote paper by Anne Sharp is printed elservhere in this issue. A

request for venues in East Anglia for future events was requested - most reccnt
meetings have been in the West or East Micllands and some locatioils arc being
investigated. along with some suggestions for future course topics. The clate.

location and topic lbr the 201O Day School should be decided in February and
will be prrblicised thereafter. The Newsletter is to revert to two isstres l)cr yelr.
with the next one due in Februaw 20lO.

The North West subgroup continues to be active. The Autumn dav school.
with the theme 'lncal ard Family History in the Modern Worlcl'. wzls held at thc
Iancashire Record Office in October. It was oversubscribed aI-Id the organisers
have a list of people who rvould like to atlend a re-run should that be possible.



The subgrorrp's AGM wiis held during the day. In the future it is hoped to
have a day school relatcd to oral history at the North West Sound Archive.
which has reoper.rcd in new prcmises in Clitheroe. There have been se.veral
changes to the committcc, including one member who resigned d\re to support
for membership being withdra\\,.n bv the relevant chief otficer. The subgroup
monitors dc\-elopments in the area and notes that after the reorganisauon of
Lallcashire CounlV I-illrarics tweh'e community history posts were created and
that irll ofthese havc norv been fillccl. but that local government reorganisation in
Cheshire has led to the loss of local studies posts. A nerv issuc of the Newsletter.
edited by.Jane Metcalfe. was produced alld circulated with the publiciiy for thc
Autumn clay school.

Our Scottlsh srrbgroup. lncscot. reports that it had a slot at the Groups and
Branches day at the CILIPS conf-erence in .June. Two Committee members
made presentations - Christine Miller on her project 'Family History with
Families and Elizabeth Carmichael with a presentation about burial grounds.
Locscot also held its orr,.tr successiirl autumn day school at perth in Octollcr on
'Publiciry - raising the profile in ScoUand . Locscot is organising the Scottish
Local Historv Week tbr 2Ol l. rvhich it has already becn decidecl will be thcmed
arorrnd the l9lt Censrrs. 'l-he subgr<trrp is in\-estigating an e-petition to tlte
Scottish Parliament about tl.rc decisiol.l of the General Register Office Scotland
not to publish the census on nricrofilm. It is also reported that the Scodand's
People vorrchcr scheme continrres to be very successfirl with sales of €8ei.3.17
in the l3 months to the end of Jrrly. Ask Scotlar-rd. itn online enquiry sen.ice
developecl bv the Scottish Ljbrary Infbrmation Council is being piloted. and will
be expanded ir-r the near firture.

The Southern slrbqrorlp rcports that. after the success of its first study clav. it
is in thc first stages of planning its events fbr 201O. It is also working with the
Societ1' ofArchi!.ists South Dast llranch for an event to be helcl at Crawlev Library
on 27 Februarv 2010. LSG South is also very conscious that lrcal Studies
Librarians in the South East clo not have an opportunitv to come togcther as
a group. and it is cooper.rting with the Socieo, of Chief Librarians South East
relerence grorrp $'ho irre looking to establish a South Eiist I,ocal Stuclies Forum.



AWARDS FOR LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIANS

Libraries. orgarisations ajrd sponsoring bodies promote various awards for
librari.u.ts each year and many ofthese ?rre suitable for local studies librarians to
enter. However, there are two maior arnual awards specifically for local studies
litrraries and their siall

The Dorothy Mcculla Memorial Prize.
This is the l-SG s own award to mark outstanding work by a member of the
Group in the local studies field. Itwas established in memory ofthe late Dorothy
McCulla. who was Local Studies Librarian fbr Birmingham for many vears and
who first proposed the setting up of th€ Incal Studies Group. The award is for
an outstanding contribution to local studies librarianship and the recipient is
often known as the l,oc:Ll Stuclies Librarian ofthe Year. The award may be made,
for instance. for a specific new clevelopment or fbr sustained contribution to
local strrdies either in a specific library or in a wid€r context.

There must be many librariars who have been carrying out work in thcir own
areas in developing their own services to a high stendard for the benefit of the
local communitj'. but rvho rcceive very little recognition in the prolession or
outside. Similarly. thcre are others who have encouraged their colleagues to
develop new ideas or techniqrres througb their teaching or writing.

Before the award car] be made each year there mrrst be noninations - zrnd
sadly this year there were no nominations. It caxrnot bc that there are no longer
any librarians worthy of the Award. Maybe everyone is too busy to prepar(-' a
nomination, or feel that they are not sure about the criteria. or that there will
be others doing it. Please. everyone, think about someone you know who is
contributing positively to locitl studies work arrd consider nominating them.
perhaps aller talking about it to someone else. While icleally there should be
positive support from the top the nominator does not nccd to be a chieflillrarian
- nominations are welcome from linc managers, colleagues or service users rvho
are aware of the cemdidate s achievements.

This Award is important to the vinner becarrse it is awarrled by colleagues. It
is also important to the employer because it usually generatcs publiciq. in the
local press ald draws attention to the local studics collection and its quality. On
all counts it is worth taking a little time to think about someone yorr knorv that
yorr think should bc a recipient arld preparing a nomination lbr thcm - don't
leave it to someone else. The closing date for nominations is 30 September 2010.

For full details .rbout the Award and a nomination form contact our Hon
Secretary. Helen Pye-Smith. email helen.pye snith@national archives.gov.uk
tel: O2O 8392 5278 or see the Local Studies Group website.
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Alan Ball Local lllstory Awards
This is a different kind of award, as its object is to encorrragc local aulhorities
to produce local history publications of a high stan<iard. Thc Arvarcls rvere
initiated by The Library Services Trust in 1985. so 2OlO marks their twcnqr
fifth anniversarv. and tl.le Tnrst is keen to make them a suct:ess by attracting a
record number of entries. Initially there were sep?rrate awarcls for authors and
publishers, but now there is a maximum ofthree awards for the publication as
a rvhole: this goes to thc publishcr. who may bc it library or a local aulhorily.
The awards criteria inclrrde subject matter. authorship and qualit_v of dcsign
and production. all coml)ining together to produce a pro(lrtction ofhigh quality.
taking into account its prlrposc. At the beginning the awards wcre all for printcd
material. but as librzrries hale deleloped their pul)licaliens over lhe years. the
judges now welcomc' entries in all li)rmats. in('hrding databast:s ancl wel)sites or.
for instance. as with a reccnt i\rinner. a printed book :u.rd CD and an associatcd
website giving more dctailed information. Prrblisht-.rs. 1oo. are varied. from a
parish council (which used il conlnlercial publishcr. but which was cle,rrly the
sponsor of thc firsl ever frrllv recorded history) to laree pLrbli<: librarics. one of
which. ivith a lirrge backlist. has its own pul)lishing n:rrrrc, 'lhc Arvarcl rvinncrs
for most years are recor<led in LSl.. so vou citn sce thc ralge of orgzrnisatioirs
and.iudges conlments.

While entries nrrrst be rn;rde bV thc publishing organisalion. lherc is nothing to
stop anyone slrqlesling lo thal llo(iv that a work l)e entelc(i. Has yeuf authority
publishcd imvthinQ. larec or small. in anv format. \\'hi('h is ol a goo(l standarrl.
recently - or hirve voLr scen one fion.r ilnother borly? Wtrv rx)t sulllqest that it
be entered: the larger thr.nrrrrrber of entries the nrorc rcp'escntative thr: list of
winncrs c;rn Lrc.

To make it easier sonle lirrther inlbrmation and an ('ntr1' fornt apl)ear on I)agcs
28 and 29. ancl yotr cirn llncl otrt r:r,en morc fiom Eri( \Vinter.

These ale presligious arvzrrcls: both zlrthors and pul)lisllers get goo(l publicitv.
anrl usualll'lhere is goo(l co\1'r-il€c in tltc locill an(l prolcssional pr('ss at lcast.
This vear. too. lhe'll'rrsl hopi.s to ha|t a rrational Awarcls c('rc'nlony. 1o celebraie
the alniversarv.

HAVE YOU SEEN...?
Some recent items of interest to local studies librarians

Sr rs(ln J l,Iili-s. Pr( l)in( J llrc p( rsl: e loolb(tx.li)t Bq)Iisl h i-st.)ric.ll ll,-se( r.lr. Di.lcol: I3q)lisl
Hisloncal Socielri. 2OO9. 199pp..I:9.5O + l)osl.r!re. Ar'.iii.rDk'-/iirn l,r('l?er'. I)r. R.Hel|dqL
l5l?nslu!rsl (irrrrlc'rr-s. ktw Asltk)n. tJrislol BSl,9 9Ati. ISI)N 978 O 9O3166 39 il

In cffect this "loolbox is zrn ilnno(irte(l l)iblio{rapltv ol Baptisl hislory. It is a
substantial vo)trme lty th(' lbrnler lil)rariao of llceent s Parir Collcee. Oxibrd. This
librarv holds the m.rior BalJtisl archivc. ?rn(l ovcr thc vcitrs the author has lteconrc
an expert on thc subjcct.'l'he lvc)rk covers sources lor Dissc|t1in{l l-tistory in (cnerirl.
then lbr Uaptist history. thouqh lhc author l)oinls oUt lhirt i( is larqclv LIK. ?rnd evcn
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Dngland base(]. As so nranv strr(lents automalically do today whcn starting research
the toolbox st.irts vith clectronic sourcc's. from [he ger]cral bibliographies to the
more sp€cillc works .rnd thc alllhor quite deliberately sels out to show what the
irlternct can do. l)r lt also what it cannot, using relcvirnt examples. nfter a scction on
dissentin{ historv it procccds to works spccific to Baptisl history. listing electronic
then printed sorrrces. n section on second;Iry sources is followed l)v one on primary
sorrrces. includine local church records and Baptist organisations sllch as the Baptist
lJnion :lnd the Flnptist Colleges records, In conclLrsion. the author reitcrates the
importancc ol-usinq erll kinds ol-inlbrmalion resorlrccs al thc beginning ol i'r search
ilnd cstzrl)lishin{ and rcfininq a scarch strateqv and then qivcs a dctailed exanrple ofa
strateqv lbr a spccilic search. Apart Iiom thc lisl ol rcferences lhere is a list of B.rptisl
wcbsites and il slrbstanlial list ol printed sources. Thc wllole work is.rn cxcellent
comprehcnsive guide for {radlratc. undcrgraduatc and rrrinislerial students at the
outsel of rcsearch into aspccts ol Bilptisl history: onc \r'ondcrs. horvever, whethcr
il is quite as sui(able li)r lhe othcr targcl ol-thc i]lr(hor. thc pri\':rlc indivi(h.ral who
is starting out on a hislory ol-his or her church or a biographical rcsearchcr inlo
his or hcr family hislorv. -fhis is lhe kind of u'ork rvhich should l)e in thc €eneral
rel-erencc library. brrl lir(' local studies ljl)rarian should ccrtainlv l)c awarc of it in
order lo guide enquircrs 1o iL.

Ilints (!rr.l tips etl lookinq eftct UotLr.liutlilA pl'LoL(Ercpl]ls. alocrrnr{,nf.s aud bool<s.
Slle.lJielcl Ltbrerics. Arl-s Qr(i Infornretic,n. 2OO9. l3pp. Avirilable lo (lownloacl lree ri
http://wlrql.Sheffield.gov.uk/librartes/archlves (click on pul)ljcations )

This is ir handy guidc lbr pcople looking irller important lirDlil]r documents. Itvcrvor.lc
has prccious itcms thal thev wzrnt 1o kccp safe ancl rrsablc' lbr thc lirtlrre. '1'hev mzry
l)e books. certillcates. lellcrs. decds and pl-rotographs Nhich ha\'e passed dorv'I. as
wcll ers well as olher formats such as films, CDs, \.ideotzlpcs and auclio c.rssettcs: all
ofthesc deteriori\te o\.er t lre years. With this in mind. Shefli('ld Archives Coniien'ation
LJnit has prodrrc('(l this l)rjcl glridc to inlrodrrce thc nced lbr consen'ation an(i to show
horv bitsic consen,ation can lJc eilsily carrTiecl out l)y thc owrler so llt;tl trcasllrcd iterl'ls
can be passed on to flrtulc gencrations. l1 is firll ol lr:rncl1' hints lvhich can l)e usc(I.
such as the use oI glovcs in handling lnalcrial and the lrsc ol-archivill (polyesler)
sleer,es or albums lbr pho{ographs rathcr lh:1n rlsing thc s('lfadh('sive pholo albunls
conmonly alail;rble. an(l the usc of pholocopyin{ or sciln ing li)r ilems s ch ari
nelvspaper cuttings. where the paper ci-ln cleterior.rte ven" quickly. l'he tips arc
prescnted very clearly as a scdes of bullel poinls. provi(linq an casily lrnclcrstoo(l
set oI {ui(lelincs lbr lookin€ aftcr vour l:lmily pilpers. basecl on lhe exp('rtisc ol a
prolession.rl conscn-ation rrnit. Thcre is ir list of firr{her r('irdinqs and contilcts. an(l
a list ol supplicrs, thouEh some of these arc Shellicld bascd.

NOTES ATID NEWS

The Grelrps ncw Well E.litor is'fraccJ Willianrs. l-oczrl Slllclics ].ibrarii]n. Solihl!ll
l-ocal Stlrdies Clollection. Shc can bc contacted al tlvillia nrs iisolih t rll.gor'. r rk

Thc recent Bishopsgzltr. l-illrary Newslelicr rcports thal since LI-re library closed iil
June 2OO9..rgood dc.rl o[ proqress h.rs lx'cn nadc \',itl] lhcirrehrrl)ish rcntworks.
Thc enlar{ed basement archi\.e slore has l)ccn creatcd and lhe openinq in lhc Library
ofnce noor has been milcle in readincss lbr the new slirircirse which will connect
the ncw researchers zlrci'l with the archive sLore and proviclc.r book hoist to brinA
matcrizrl lrp for lrllrdy.'l'he excavation in thc i)aseDrcnl lbr-the lill shaft rrncovered
somc lrnexpcctc(l firrcls rvhcn the conlractors lbrrnd r circrrlarr corrrse o[ bricks.
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An archaeoloeist (ollilmed that this w.ls llte rcnlains ofa $'ell. which llrobablv
dated lionr thc salne tirne as tlle Instilulc: howel ('r. it was nol .ilr(lgcd signili( ant
enollgh t() rlcecl to l)e relairre(l in sit . so $.as rc toved n(l tlre bdres:I1d pol1ery
founcl ilt t he botionr ol tire \1'll ilre b('il1g kePt bv the Musellnl ol l-on(lon. It is itlso
reporte(l th.tt duriDg the closur('tlre librarl,' has been di{itisi||g rritnv ol the llrost
popular itcDrs lio l ils collcctions. I.larlv itfltrs to bc digitisc(l inclltcle tlte tvpescript
autol)iogr.pl)y of Flasl ED(l eangsLerArtllur Il[r(line. $rriLlcn ill tl)elat(. 1960s. aird
the handwrjlte jour[a]s ol J J Woo(lrol[e, crlrate ol-:)1 Millthe\vs. Belhnal Crectr.
detajling his meelings wilh atld inlpressiolts o[ ]tis l).I-ishioners.

The .5i rellick] /Jr.sloii/ I?el)o.lc'r is ilhv[\,s irlterest ine to reacl l]e( a S(' it irhvavs contaitrs
inlbnr:ltioD whi( lr corrlcl be helplul 1o o Lhcr librilrians. itnd issLl( 125isnocxceplioll.
Thcre is a l)riefobiluirrv ol l.-red IJol)son. onc 0fa clcclit,irtctl 1('aln ()flocAl rohlIltecl.s
who 1r-ans( ril)e do( urllcllls and (.olllpile in(le\es. l1 also lclers to tltc {rli(le for the
public orr looking alt( r lanrily do(,ulnellts (roviclvccl in Fit\.(.You Secn? ....J. alld to
the consen,at ior r ol ar l illunlinatc(l Scroll ol HoDotrr ol p2trisilioltcrs ol-a Ior,irl c hrrrch
who lbught in th('Irirsl \\rorlcl \\'ilr-. inchl(lit)g an iltdicirLiolt o, lhosc wh.r di(l ltot t elurrl:
this wers ibun(1 in il cupl)oard irr the chrrrch altd has l)e(.rr (leposilcd wjth Slreliielcl
Archivcs. I lowcYcr. tlris issu( is the lrsl in its l)reseltt lbrrlr , Alt('r 20 J'eilrs i1 s
tinle to silv {(x)(ll)v( .... irn(l llell(r". As a rcsull ol a revie\v ()l llteir (.ollInunicati()ll
methods bv l-o.:ll Stu(lies altcl fu'( hiyes llre R(?orkr'. \\:hicll hils l)ecn pul)lisllc(l evel1'
eight weeks, will llc leltlilccd l)t'i1 (ll[Lrtcrh' Ne$'sletter-. 'l'his (a be pickcrl trlt at
either L{)cirl Stu(lics or Ar( ltives scr\.i.c points, or call l)c sul)s.ri})ed 1o itt .1l3.OO pet.
annum- lt is :Ilso ]l()ssiltlc l(r sce it \,iii th(. Iil)ran- \yel)site: v()11 c arr rc(,ci\.c alt elDail
nolificalion e:lcll liIDc:t llc\\'e(lilion is published l)v seltcliltq \'oLrr- erD:lil :(ldrcss t()
nichacl.spick.ilShcll'icld.eo\ . uli
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ALAN BALL
LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS

The object of the Awards is to encourage Local

Authorities to produce local history publications to a

high standard. Publications will be deemed to include
books, maps, manuscripts, prints, drawings, exhibition
cataloques, bibliographies, CDs, websites or any other
audio-visual or electronic format,

Library Services Trust is a registered charity.
The Trust has a range of awards, one of which is the
Alan Ball Local History Award.

Alan Ball is now retired but was formerly Chief
Librarian of the London Borough of Harrow. He was

for many years an officer and member of the London

and Home Counties Branch Committee of the Library

Association, which has published a number of books
written by him on local history topics. This Award is

named after him in recognition of his service to the
branch.
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ALAN BALL
LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS

ENTRY FORM

AUTHOR Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr ... .. .

TITLE OF WORK

DATE OF PUBLICATION

.postcode

(Forename)

(Surname)

On a separate sheet, please grve any available
details about the publication which you would like the
judges to consider

Please enclose works in a padded book bag with an entry
form for each work and addressed to:

Eric Winter
Library Services Trust (Alan Ball Awards)
7 Ridgmount Street, London, WC 1E 7AE

Queries about the Awards may be addressed to:
Eric Winter Iel.020 7255 0648
email: eric.winter@cilip. org. uk

30 September 2010

FURTHER DETAITS

DESPATC H

ENQUIRIES

CLOSING DATE


