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DDITORIAL

Our Group h.s llcc. a.ti\-c this vc.r_ Although \\,c wcl.e.ot .L llr.brclla Ubr the first
Linlc) 1hc Clroul) o-galtised :r \'ar) succcsslirl Coltlerencc in .J.rlc. with :r allendance
of lllly clclcga1es. A.cport appears in lhis issLrc. In acldiljo]t the rrc\\,subgr.oup 1br
ihc so.tll of E.glil'cl held iLs ll.st da1' sclr.ol. a.(l Locscot conlir^rcd i1,s rcg'lar-
seri.rs o1-such schools as \\'cll as beiDg rcsponsible li)I Scollish Loc:]l HistorJ \\hek,
rvhicli strccessfull]-1ook ltla.e in Allril. 'l'hc N,lirllirncls arrci Anglia ancl NorLh \\,est
subgr.\rps hit\.e announc,cd pr ograrnlnes lbr thcit-onc clay e\-otts. ln lhe No,th Easl
of Flngland, :llthotrgh the.c is lto sul)eroup, ISG C(nnllti c.r ltcnrber Atlle Sharp
u' ganisccl a slrc( essfLrl rrrccting i. soulh shicl.ls. Now 1ha1 thc lillrary schools ha'c:
lirrgcll' :rb:lrrclo'ecl local hislorl-libr:tri:'tsltil). prolessiortal courses s.ch as thcse
aue llrc way lirrr,.'ar cl lirr ntauty slatff, and \\,c hol)c \-ou su])llLrrt lltcnl.

The Cr oup ltas :rlso. in ii tinre ()1 liuaIl.rial stringcnc\,, bcot cor rsiclcring oLher u,ays
lbr*alcl. \vc \\'olll(l lil(c 1o kno$'\'olrr rcaali(urs to elect.onic pulllicalion lor'flrt,I-ocai
sIir]ie'-s J-lbrarl'rr, all llorrlih r her ( i s no i 

', 
rnrcclial c sugeesl ion thal trc prir rtcd ver sion

be .liscontinued n'c krro$' thal llral\. lleol)lc lik. thc litel ol har(l colly, or do not
have casy a.cr:ss to arlectronic sour( a s. I)lcase ar.ur talct orrr sacaetarrr/ $,itll your \-iervs.

The Cortnlillcc has r e\-isccl tlt.i (]roups Ainrs ancl Oi)j.:cti'es. to take account of
Drodcln systcDrs altcl prarcticcs :rrrd prcserrtccl thc dr-all doatuntent:rl the AGM at
Kcw- Solllc r_el(r\-arrl c(nrrrrcnis rwcrc rDadc ancl llrcsc h:rvc llcatD incorporatccl in thc
'ersion l)rint.d clscrvherc iD this issuc. I)lc:rsc look .rt it c:ucfullv: the committee
['ollld like 1o have ao].nrcnls l'.m as man1,rn.rrbeLs as possiblc belorc it is Iinarllv
agr cccl ]lt, thc Clortrlnittce :11 its nexl rnccting.

Anothcr wat- in which nrernbcrs calr ha\.e ilrput is l)y Dlaking nolrlinations Ibr the
McCullaArvarrl.'fhisl)restigious:r\\'ar,lr.r'uqtll\eslhctrnrkuflot-rlstuclieslibrarians
i. l)ro'iding cx.cllott se.\,i(ics 1o lllcir cliurts a.d is nlad. to lhc.lrcal Stuclies
Liblari.ut ol thc Ye.ir'. Furlh.-r dctails rlscu,herer. Do llriltk abolrt it.

hr 1hc sanre \v.y loc:ri staaries librari:rrrs ca. c.tcr I)ublicaliors lcrr urc Ararr Ball
Au-.rcls 1or' loc:rl st.dics l)rrbiical i.r)s. ol g.risccl by t hc Lillr a.l, sen'iccs Tnrst. These
au.arals cclc]laallc their lwcltty lillh irnlti'cl.si1\, ncxt year, so 0rey would *,clcor e ar
largc ru'rlrr:r of e'1i cs. l)e1:rils crsewhcrc. Agilin, dorhirkLrbouLit irDCl take actio'.

Loc.rl stlrdics collectio.s secrn to be bcillg dc.clope(l in sornc areas- The importa.l
Newcastlc Collcction now occulrics a lloor.irr thC ne\\,Nc\\,caslle CitV Library, which
has l e.cir-ccl a goocl cleal of co\,er atgc ilt 1hc llress. Wc h.4).t to h.r'c an a.ticic about
lhis collcclior in the.cxt issrrc. N4e:r'*'hilc. 1]rc Bishopsgale rnstitule in London.
lviLh its irrrporlanl I.oD.lon collcctior rs. lrar r r rq lcceJr orl gr.rr r1s of!l .55 million towarcls
thcir brrildirg r encwal projcct, lras closed rcnrpor-.rrily, .rllhough acccss will cor.rlinrrc
to lrr ar.rii.,l'lc lo th, sl,e.r:rl l,llecti,,l..

And linally... wclc ornc Lo our rlcw Chait ntalt -l'el rf, Brachcr. and nlanv thanks to Don
Marlin lor his dcl-oted $'o.k over- thc past 1c$, years.



TURNING THE PAGES IN NEWCASTLE: LOOKING FORIVARD TO
NEWCASTLE'S PAST
Angelc Fosier

ln 2OOG Newcasile Libraries lyere awarded f,,.129,OOO lrom thc Ileritage lrttery
Fund to improl'e access to the special herilage collections oI thc I-ibrary Service.
Like most city library sen ices, Newcaslle is proud to owrl sorlc outstancling herit
age naterial acquired by the City over the years, including sonle oI thc first print(:d
books in Nelvcastle. Mary of these collections are nol well knowl and prior to lhc
ncw City Librarj' bcing opcncd rvere kept in less than ideal conditions. Thr oughout
the planning ofthc Dcrv building wc lvcre comnrltted to inrproving access and aware-
ness of this unique m.rtcriirl lvhich shapcd thc luture of Newcastle alrd planned 1()

have a special area in the ncrw library to showc:rsc thcsc collections. The Ileritage
Lottery l.'und granl has enabled us to do this in a crca[ivc, inLcractivc way rvhich
will promote the collectidrs \\,orldwide.

The project has three strancls:
. To raise awarcness arlcl use oI lhe catlections
. To conscnrc thc stock
. To dclivo' a ]rrogr-ilrnmc of cclucational outreach and eirgagenlenl.

Access
One ofthe ways ol-raising aw.lrencss oi thc collcctions and reaching new audiences
was to develop an innovalive websitc www.newcastle.gov.uk/newcastlecollectlon
containing a facility 1o '1uril the p:rgcs ol sclectcd rratcrial lrorn the Newcastle
CollectioD.

Turning lhc Pagcs is .ur award winDing interactive prograrnnle developcd by Armirclillcr
Systems which allows rrscrs to virtually'lurn pages. zoollr in on high qualily digitised
images and read or liste 1() cxpl.rDatory notcs and Drusic. In parlnership willl
Armadillo, 1he British l-ibrary has dc'r'clopccl Lhis softrvare to llrake ulique herilage
Draterial accessible and atlractive to ncrv auclicrnccs whilst protecting original works.
Nalionally it has helpecl to c.eate .r scrrsc oI o$rrcrship ancl pride ill the couDtr)"s
cultural treasures and we are verJ l)roud to have becn ablc to extend this lacility to
the cultural treasures of Nervcaslle upon'l\'ne.

The capacillr to viei{ nrore thaD one or lwo pages al a lirne. to zooll ill on thc intdcatc
detail of somcthiDg likc a Thonras lje$,icli eng.aving or to :rdcl soDtc int.x-prctativc
tcxt to a hand\witten doclurleirl has broughl 1.he rnaleri.rl 1() lifc in a way that a
static display in a case or exhibitiorl could 1ro1 achieve.

Hcritage Draterial is often inaccessible Lo cusloners wilh i! vjsu:rl iDrllilil'mcnt but
flcxibility oI thc softwarc ancl thc capaciLy to access ihe lr. alerial viar .r rvcbsitc aDd
a standalone c()lrs(tc nrcans th:rt thc custoner can eDlarge 1ex1 and hear an i\rdio
iirterprelalion ol the ( (nrlcnL.

'lhe lechnoloAy adds ar nerv dinleDsion to matcriill that previously had 1it1le attracl ion
to all but the acaderric aild lhe arbility to post coDtntcnts ard conLent will hopehtlly
resultin an iinproved understailding ol the works rvc dispiay:rDd thetvider collectiorls
o[ rhe Cir\'.



what to include?
Thcrc is so Druch uniquc and bcautihrl matcrial containcd in thc collections th.rt
it was cxtrcmcly clilllcult to choosc or1llr a fcw cxarnplcs. Oru aim was to selcct
matcrial that was signillcant to thc pcolllc oI Ncu'castlc. Wc dccidcd to sclcct stock
that was visually atlractivc, rcprcscntativc of thc rangc of mirtcdal :rnd would tell
somcLhing ol thc story of Ncwcastlc as it clcvclopccl lrom .r stratcgic stronghold
to an inclustrial to\\''rl ancl ultinratcly a citlr of culturc, scicncc and cntcrprise. Wc
also wanted rnater:ial thal would lu1ly ulilise the facilities available on Turning thc
Pages. Itlentually 1\\'el\'.i ile rs were selecled lrorn six of the collections including
walercolour prinls as well as books :rnd 1he lechnical parl of1he process was ready
1o begin.

Preparation
Each book or painling $4ridl \\ias seleded rvas careflrlllr packed and iaken dowrl to
the Ilrilisll Library io be cligilised by the pholograpllic deparlnrenl. There were very
s1ric1 requi.enrenls lio r A.rr]zrdillo fo. each book. I.l\.e11 iIlrage h:1d 1o be inclividuaily
idenlilied and lull inslrudi(nrs supplied 1o 1he Pholog.aphers. We also had 1o inclLrde
delails of lhe L.nr1 ancl llack .over .)1-the llook, 1he spi e ar-ld in the case of the
walercololrrs. irlclucle inslrllciioDs on thai clelrliaD ol a "book" so lhe "pages" could
appear Lo be turne.l.

Thc British Library scantccl the imagcs to 3OO I'PI uncon\lresscd TIFF filcs: cach
inlage was bctwccD 80 I O8MB, ancl the scans wel e then ]lasscd to Arnladillo to bc
convcrLed to thc rcquircd file lol mat lor J"I I'2 hosLing.

A $.riltcn introductory tcxl was rcquirecl. Nine oI the books havc audio atlachcd:
this hacl to bc suppliccl in a spccillc lorrnat, thc rLlnnlng orclcr of thc imagcs hird
to bc spccificcl l-)l-ccisclJ' and a short clcscriptioD oI cach book h:rcl to bc includcd.
Thclc u,r:rc cllarils passing backq'ards :rucl lcrnvarcls lor nrany motrtirs bclol e the
ploccss \\'ars corrl)lctcd!

\\kr workcd closcl).$'ith thc Rrjtish l,jllr':lry:rDCl Arnladillo $'ho clicl :rll thc technic:rl
wizardF/ and supl)liccl :r grc:rt clcal of:rcl\.jcc. suppcr-t aDCl paticncc. Not only did
Ar lnadillo pror-iclc all tlrc tc(ihnical supl)ol-tr thcy h.rd aD jnnatc undfl standing ol'
ihe r,aluc ol our lrr.it.lge irn(l thcir totall cullrritnrclrt 1() br ir-rging orrr nalerial to lil-e
wits insl)iaing.

Maklng herltage speak
It u'as very inrporlanl Io. us io cre:rle an alternalive lo people simply being able 1o

see the malerial. We \r:rnle.l il 1() speak'1o piioplc and rvc rvanled 1o help cuslorners
unde.slan.l a bit more aboul lhe aterial so that thcy could begin 1() trndersland
why we keep i1. \\4rat i1 lells us a1)out orrr predecessors and rvl-ry i1 is slill irnporlant
1oday. One wa)' of doiDg t his \\,as 1o provide sol-l(i conlilcnt,!.y'. Wilh the suppol t of
a local corDpan\', Media Arts, we recorded some inlr odlrclorl narratives in a special
stuclio Lo nreet the stl lct requiremenLs of the 'l'urning the l'ages siLe.

We wantecl to proviclc a variccl expericnce of material ancl voices to try Lo encapsulatc
thc divcrscncss ancl origlnality of thc collectiorls: therc is the facility on Turning
thc Pagcs to l.cad thc inlroductory script \\4rilst listcning to thc audio. with this in
mjnd wc rccordcd thc Lord Mavor oI Ncwc.rstlc rcacling .1D cightccnth ccntrrry story



by 'lhonas Bewick in bolh Ceorclie ?rnd I.lnglish . 'l'here is also .r selection of rrusic
composecl by Charles Avison, a local conrposer who rnany people believe Lo be the
greatest corlcerto conlposer of the eighteenth certury, to acconrpany the pages oi
the A\.ison workbook. Onc of the collections is ol watercolour prints of conches
which arc vcry dctailcd .rnd bc:rutilully pahtccl. Nine of thc books have a recording
oI Lhc iDtrodrrctor] tcxts spoken by lour mcrrbo's o[ sta[. \\rc usccl two rnalc ancl
trvo lemale stall-members, irll rvilh dillcrcnL:rcccnts, to providc a v.lricty ofvoiccs.

The ffnlshed producl
Once all the irDages were cligilised, rec.n-dings nlade .rnd iiller prelaiive texi writtcn
\\,e had Lo decide about the li-ont page ol-1he si1e. We decideci 1o use the sarDe design
as the British Library ard have the covers olthe books displayed as the first poini of
entry. Thc Ncrvcastlc Council wcb design tearr workecl closely with us throughout
thc projcct and providcd :rbsolutcly vital supporL in crcating thc link between the
Arnadillo hosting site and the ncrv Ncwcastlc Collcction rvcbsitc. Tulning thc Pages
2 is dcsigned to lun on Mio'osofl Visla: wc arc awarc th:tt many cusLoDrers will not
h.rve this version Lrut lltcy c:tn downlo:rd Sih'dlighl lor Windows or I\4AC and havc
access lo the nrll range d 'l\rr ning thc Pagcs lacilitics :rt holrc.

'l'he British l-illrary's 'l'urniug 1he P:rges touch scr een consoles are one ol the most
popLllar destinations lol visitors to 1he l-illaan'a cl u,e $.:rnlccl sorDething sirnilar irl
the new City Librarj'. Plans to ha\.e a secondar y console ill a conllrunity library did
not initially work olrt although we will be explor:ing the possibility of this very soon.

Thcrc rvas sonrc clcllatc about thc style of the touch screen \ve wanted lor Lhe rlew
City Libr.lry. Wc h:rd to clccidc llctwccrl cliscreet ancl tastchrl or loucl and proud.
I-oud and In oud won thc day bcc:rusc wc \\'antccl somcthing th.rt iDrDrccliirtcly drcw
the (xrslonrer 1o tlle scrrcn. Protoucir ]llo\.jclcd us with thc ficc skrnding consolc for
Lhe library which is clcarly branded irl thc Ncwcastlc Collcdi(rr livcrJ.

Costs
\Vhcn thc lunding applicatioD to llLI,' was nlade in 2006 the cost of 'l'urnir-rg 1he
Pagcs $,'as aboul !4O,OOO. fly the Lillc we were ready to sLar I u,ork on the projecl
dcyclopDlcnts in tcchnolo$' signilicaDtly reducecl this arnount enabling us to digitise
rnorc irnagcs ancl bc rror c craraLivc in its devclopment. Final costs arc:
Friri\h l.i[,r,llv 1)iciri\-riuti ulrrl' to,]50 irll.rec- tlo,500

s29.OOO
s8,ooo

Ar Dradillo

Protouch

Ftnally
'l'he -l'urnilrg 1he P:rgtis latcilitv is ar-:rilablc both on thc wcbsjte arrd also lr'orri a
lree slanding louch screcn in thc nc\\' Cily l-il)r.rry. Thcy arc both visually cxciting
but they are also veln usel 1i-iencll-y. 'l'he ncrv lil)r ar] (Dened on Sunclay 71h Jrrnc
2OOg with the olllcial opening of the Ne\\'cirstle Colleclion ()lr Sunday 2 I s1 June and
there has been rruch intelest 11-orD lhe general public on Llsing the cons(te. 'l'he
comDlcnts so lar have bcen vcry encour:aging. 'lte website has been live 1br only ar

lcrv rvccks norv but alrcacly $'c haye received enquiries concerning Lhe collecli()Irs.
Wc h.rve a lirlly bookccl ull llrograntrle of 'shorv and tell scssions based on Lhe

4

'l-ll) sollwauc sullport. rnaiDtcDancc, 5 yc:lr'
llurlirrc. I or lrl r'lillq L,I irIlirjc\. (lc-i! .

projccl rn:rnagcrncDL
,lO touch scrcrcrn, ll1uminatcc1 pancl. brandiDg



colleclions ancl alr c working \\'jtlt loc:il schools or) arn cclucattion proga:ttnnc which
\\,'ill bring the collcctions 1o lilc lor:i ew gclter:11i(nr.

You c:rn lincl oltt rrolc abolrt thc pl ojccl :rt:
wwv/.newcastle, gov,uk/newcastlecollectlon

Arrg.rl.i Jro-slcr Ls l l r.t l.ibreri. s l)..1)elopn('nt MatwH. (:inl Librenl. Arclo.a-slle upon..llrrul

CARIBBEAN FAMILY HISTORY AT SOLIHULL CENTRAL LIBRARY
?rac.'rl Wi/li.rrLs

h 2006. Solihuli I-jln'arv Ser-\'i(,e. iD parl cr ship u,j0r Solihull (iollcge, srrcccsslully
bid lbr lrrn(ling throrrgh tltc !iuol).jalt So(.ial Fund s Flqnal !)rgitgc pro{rarrnc to
r Lrn fr'ae lilrnill' hisloI\ cout scs li)t l)cgilltrers tracin{ Asjan ()a cal ibllciln aln(jcstry.
Altharugli rlran\- lillr:tr iris iutcl racor(l ()lTiccs it:tvc I ult sinlilitr clay o harlf day evcnts, we
bcljcvcour lO \\-c.l{.ortscstolla\.cbccltlheiirsuilll ler rgth such courses iil thc UK.

'l'harrc \veac illitiirl cxpr {rssicrrs ofi lcl cst lrorn lrtcplc rvill r Inclian arr(l h.anian a ccstors
brrt. o\-en\4rclntiltelt, 1]rc tilhc up o1 thc corrrscs \\ras br- thosc resc:rr-ching Ahican
CitIitlllcarl:rn(csltt'. \\tr \\'o c ilnt:1zc(l lll, lha et I lh usiasl ic I (jsponsc of stuclents who
$.cr c also qlr(jstioniitg u'lrY othcr lillralics atld c(ltrcalio ill cslilblishmcltl s wel(rn.t
turlning silltilltr (.oLlt-scs.

Findlng tutors
]'arl of tht. ,l s\vct- l_oj- 1]r( lilck of (.oLtrsas ()n All.icrn C:rlibbcan :Lltceslrl is
uIldoubtc.llV lltc l.lcli ol- ( \l)( ricltccd lul()]-s. C(jrlainly, 1l)js \\,as .r clifllcrillJ ljlat
rvn (incoLlltlct-e(i. as out- itrilial thrL.a l)olCnliitl lulors:r1l lrla)\,ecl o\/et scits bclole lltc
cour scs c\iclt sl:tr l cd ! I lo\!a\,arr. wc wcrc li)r tunil1r, ir I I hat \\,e hacl conl act with a locarl
Clhlrr.lr (t Jcsus (lhrist of l-aitcr clay S:tjrrts (l-l)Sl F-:lDtil\, I Iistor./ Cenlrc arld the
wcallh ol cxl)cl_ie cc o1 ihcir adYisor.s. \\'t: rvclc ablc 1o l:c(.rlti1 1wo tLrlors onc ail
cxpcri(Jr(,ecl lalnill llistcrr'\, adviso. iilll{ 1o hc\t pec4rlc rcseata}ring anca:rstors fronl
nrosl corlDtl-ics iD lllc \\,or'lal. a.(l thc oLhcr ir rltrirlilied lcachea r,,4ro haal rllor e rccenlly
stalle(l lcsclirchin{ his or'lt alrl(.estors faarn Ncvis_ 'l'hc skills artcl cxper icrtcc of thaj
t\\'o l Lrl(r s contple'l)entccl aacll ()thcr- \\'cll :tltcl stLlclc.ls saicl lhitt lhcy \\,clc iltspired
llyon(i()l thc tulors b(ijltg olr lll(j santc.ioL ncY its lh(jl, wcre, jlrst ar lc\!, slelts aheacl.

Slmilaritles with other courses
'lhc llrsl clr.rllcltge 1.r thc tulors \\'ils in cle\-( loltiltg it ltrollralnllrc of stu(lv. givcn
rir''r lltc r" t\c\ \\'et, rr,r,rrr,l lr.r,l rru.rt.rl,li.lr.,l rrrrri.rrIrrrrr. Orrc rrttor ntlrclc
c()lrtact $,i1lr authors (llt\- (lraDrrurrrr ilncl Slel)hcn Irorlct ,. parrl Crooks also carnc
1o Solihlrll and ga\rc ,L inspiratio al talk al)otrt his e\pcricllces ancl his novcl,
Anccstorsrt. lrascd on his lcscalclt_ IIc has sincc llroclllc('d :r ltew bo(t( a, lvhich is
a rllrnc in dellllr rcscarch gtriclc.



The course content w.ts broadly sinilar to wh.rt may bc cerllcd traclitional' laDlily
history courses, i11 lerms ofthe golden nrle ofworking backrvar ds tr()tr oncsclf, asking
around the thnil-1, lbr inlbrrnation and identilying and localing vital records rciating
to birth, Drarriage aDd death. 'I'he records thernselves were slighlly.lillirenl and
had to bc considcred in a broacler coDtcxt ofa country's history. This was especially
truc as rcgards chaDgcs in colonial adrninis|Ialion, aflccting thc rccords kept, thc
laD€luage o[ those records. ?rnd thc custodial history and location of any slrn'i\ing
records. The tropical environment, p.rrticularl). thc inpact oI hurricancs, was iriso
a consideration in 1he survival rates ol records, somethiDE{ that pcople tracing Ul(-
based anceslors don'1 nornally encortnter!

As students progressed $'ith theil research, the necessily oI]la.kground inforrn:rtion
from other faDlily rrcDlllcrs bccame clear. This could sometimes be a challenge. as
oldcr rciativcs wcre somcLiDrcs Icluctant to talk, or hacl littlc iDlonnatlon, as Lhey
themselves may havc bcor discouragcd lrorr asking qucsLions of othcr rclati\.es lvheD
they were young. Mrury o1 thc studcnls hird rclativcs scatlcrcd all ovcr thc rvorld
solne ol the places mentioned wer e thc Llnilcd St.rtcs. C.rni1cl.r, Panaura ancl Cuba,
as well as places throughorrt the UK .rnd the Caribbcirn. It is nlso conrron pr'.rcLjcc
for pet names to be used within thnrilies ol Caribbelrn descent.lncl. oltcn, youngu
farnily nrembers rnay not actually knorv an indi', idual's oillcial n:irrre.

A significant part of thc coursc ,,vas looking at ho$'inlorDration coulcl best lle oblainecl
from within thc faDrily. Onc slratcgi'was, rathcr tharl lishing lor inlornratioll from
oldcr rclati\-es. to prcscnt somc informartion obtainccl ftoDr anothcr soLllce and ask
Ior the pelson s opirlion. Few pcoplc can rcsist lhc chaDcc to correct iDlormatiotl
and rvhal rnight have appe:rr ed inrpcrtinclrl irs a qucslion, bccomcs instcacl a Drattcr
oI selting the record slraight!

Age profile and course dellvery
Most of thc studcnts on thc Claribbcarl lamily history coLlrses were in their 3Os and
4Os and, as mosl lvcrc in ftrll timc employDrent. this also had an irnpact on course
times and attendancc.

'l'he courses were d.-liver ed .rt Solihull Ccntral I-ibrary aICl at Solihull College's
campus at SrDilh s Wood, in the nor th ol theborough. Classcs raD in thc cycning at
the college and, inilially, cluring the day at thc library. Ho$'cvcr', thc daJ'limc class
was not well attended so. alter .onsultatior], we changcd thc tilning of thc iibr:uy
classes to Saturday altel noons. 'llhis rvorkecl rvell wlrilst thc courscs rvcrc ircc and
it mattered less if slrlclenls couldn'1 atteDd one or t\\'o scssions. Howcvo. this dicl
becorne an issue orlce we were lookiDg arl whether the courscs could contiDuc oncc thc
year's funding ended. lt was ilot possiblc 1o sustain paid'lor courscs on S.rturdays,
which has also beer-r our experience with traditiollirl lemily history courscs. Howc\-cl',
a group of cx studcnts has forlred the Solillull Carillbe,rn l.-amily History Croup,
which contiuucs to Drcct at Solihull Centlal Liblary to take advanlage ofthe People's
Network PCs and thc suppolt of thc library staff. The group conLinues 1o acqlrire
new rllenlbers and acts as ar relcrral point :rnd support group lor nerv r esearchers.

Identlty
It becarne clear i-o|n ihe first session ol Lhc courscs that thcrc were nluch nore
fundamental questions of iclenlily amongst some of thc studcnLs llcginning thcir
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Caril)l)can IiuDih' histon, rescarch than was usual arnongst nlo.r tra(litiol'ral lanrily

It w:rs upsctting to he:lr soDlar ct thc studorts cxpcricnccs, such as thal rccourltccl lly :r
\\'onrarl in l)cr 30s \\'ho was born 2lncl l)rought up i11 llirDrillghanr l)ut wllo cxpcricnc(,cl
racisrn \\'hilst growing ul)- I)rlriDg hcr chil(lhoocl lhoc \vcrc frcqucl)t t.runls oI'Go
back to rvlrerc Yorr c:rnrc ll'orr" Dd shc clicln t quitc lccl lllat ljilrniDgherm. (, []ritain,
\as rcallv hornc. 'l'hcn. \'hcrr agccl irboul 13. shc \ras vcry cxcilc(l to bc \.isiting
Jalnaicra artd goiug honl(: lol thc first tiDrc. I lorve:r'er. Ilcr exciten)tnL so()]r lLrrllcd
lo jluzzlorcnt $'ircn she arrived in .larnai( ir onl-\, to br told try peoplc thcrc "You re
llnglisll . 'l'llis conlirsi(rr and lack ol a li'cliDg ol tr ul]' l)elonging a)tywhcre was a
aonlnt(nr story rclallcd lly stucl( llts oll the collrses ancl \\,als given by nliury as at reason
for thcir intclcst in laDrilJ' hisl oll'.

Clea y, irLrttilt- histon' rescarch for these stu(l(nts was nol the nice. linte lilling
pastir)c lol'lllc rclircd lhat it is often l).)rlraYcd lo l)c. ! nt surc itll lillrarians invoh'ed
with 1alnily hisloriilns kl)o\\' ol l hc iIlrl)ol lar )cc ()1 1hc rescarclr .ulcl disco!et./ proccss
1o in(lividuals. Flo\rcvcr. rny exl)crierr(c ol l)cing irryolve(l wilh the C.lribbc.rtr li.rntily
histor'\,stuclcnts wirs thirt this rcally rrratl(:rccl in a ven'nrlralr morc l)crsural way.

l)Llr ilrg I hc I 3 lnonl lls t hal I I hc (t )urscs \\'crc nulrri l)9, thcrc was rnuch Ncdia ( overagc
of blackonbl:rck knilccrirnc.'llrclc(lilrgalll()llgsl thcslLr(lclllswaslhatiflhclalnily
hislot' .ourses corrld bc rollccl r)ut to Younlt pcol)lc. thc li'clings of pride. l)clongillg
alrd iclcnlit\' 1h:rt woulcl llc cDgr:rrclcl1 tl coril(l hcll) to olllsct tl)(: cliser)gager)rcn1 and
need lbr a s('nsc ol l).rlongirlg lllat ol1( D lics llchin(l lh(. eallg ( ultur('. Sorllc of thc
sludcn l s \\'crc als() \'orr th wor-kc! s itn (l siricl t hat l h ct' wot r lcl b( ( asca(ling \\fiat thcy
had lca)-nc(l on th( courscs lo lhejr l'outh JJr-oulls.

Impact
l\'lost ostalllishccl courscs involving n Ii ican Caribbc:rn hisl(rl'ill)l)car lo Iocus orl the
gcDcr:rl hisl(11' an(l adllrinislratiorr ol-the islat)ds. sct in l lrf col'llcxt of issLlcs ill'oLlnd
oolol]ialisDr iurcl slaYcD-. Whirt is oltcD rnissing is \\'hat Nick lJarralt calls l)ersoltal
hcritagcri an(l u'hi( ll our (laril)l)( au) IanrilY hisl(nt' corrrscs itr Soiilrull ainled to dcliver.

Its lhis \'l]r1, pers(Dal c(DllectioD to lhe l)asl thirt oltcD brings hisl.n-/.rlive and
r)rakcs it rclcvairl. Whilsl this is tl uc lor ahrrost all larnih' hislo-ians. il sccDrs 1() be
cspccjally lrue lor Ilrilons traciDg Alii(aD ( !!ibl)(aI ar)(,eslF,,,

ODc pil! ticil)inL sa id he li.lt l]la t hc hacl llccD dr a l)cr sonal jour-ney altcl h.l(l al riYcd
at a lllacc rvl)crc lr(r u'as iLljle 1o crlil)r'ace all ol_ his allcclrlors, l)lilck and rvhile. arrrcl

acccpl thcir lcgacy to hinl \rillr l)ridc. nnolllcr cdrrnrent li-orn il sludctrl is: "llerc in
thc2IstccnlurJ, Iwits.rblc Lo lionlelrow l)cck lh.ough ir l)o.tal l)olc,ltradc l)ossil)lc
liom ilrc do(rrnrcntecl e\'('nts ol thosc \\4ro had livcd lrclbre rrrc. those who hacl a
dir cct Iink to lnc. I Iccl h(nrourc(l! '

i'or lii-rrerrr st.rll, il lras bccn a Plcasrrlc .rn(l a privilcge to have been inroh,cd \\'ith
lhe students as th(y cnrl)arkc(l or tlrcir 1arnil]'hjsto4' rcsear<:h. l'rl cncorrrage all
libral.ics 1o (onsidcr ollcling silllilitr scssions an(l to lllakc cont.rct with thcir'loQll
l,DS l'amil\. I Iisl(nl' Centrc as a starlin{ point. Our \\'cbsil c 6 also includcs gllidarr( c
on Calil)llearr lalDily history r crscitr ch trrcl ltas links to usclirl sourccs.
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BEATING THE CRUNCH: report of a course in the North East
Antre Sharp

On April 29th 2OOg thc Socicty of Chicf I-ibrarians North East ISCLNE), anci the
l-ocal Studies Grorrp through Cornnrittee nrenrber Anne Sharp, held their first
regional professional training day lor l-ocal Studics Librarians.

Each year a par-rel oI l,ocal Studics Libraiarrs in thc North East has co(rrdinaied
an annual family or local history training day lbr frontline staff. The group meets
quarterly to discuss currcnt issucs:rnd cxpkrre opportur-ritics for collaborative
working. In 2OO8 SCI-NE refornred the group, extending the renrit to support
thc local heitagc agenda. With the closure of the regional MI-A and with it
the loss of local training a]]d nctwo hing cvcnts for profcssion:rl praciiiioncrs,
the group soughi li'esh opportunities to link with colleagrres across lruseurlls.
archives, acadcmic ar-rd r-olun1ary scclol's. 'l'hc training day soughi to provide
opportunities to netrvork. share ideas and goocl practice, and was opcn to thosc
working in krcal siutiies, strrdents, the unwaged, archivists, rnuseum stall and
librarians worliing in olhcr llclds.

This cvcni was hostcri by Sorlth Tyneside l-ibraries and costs were deliberately
kept low. rnjr]dful of thc ccononri( climatc and that attcndccs may nol rcrccive
finant'ial support.

'l'he event rvas opened 14' Mark Freelllan. South Tl'neside t-ibraries Manager
ard Chair of SCLNE. His lalk Why both.rr'? exploled thc value of local strrdies
collections aud sen'ices to individuals and comrnunilics. ar-rd to local alld
r]ationirl agcr-rdas.



hr "'lhorny I)ilenlnas: issues facccl ir.r the currcirt climate" Anne Sharp expkrred
thc benefits ol working crcatiyely lo balancc ttrc crh:rllcr.rgcs of m(xrting increasingly
di\.crsc derrands arld expcctatiorrs \r'ithin clinrillished rcsourccs.

Diarlc Marlborough. Inforlnation & I,earning Ofliccr, Harllepod l,ibrarics, shared
sonre cxcitir)g projc(ls that ha\.c titken place in Ilartlcl)ool, ancl horv her rolc
has change(I.

Anlhea Lang. Galcshcad lrcal I listo4. & Ilcrilagc Managcr, explainecl thc very
sucrccssfrrl voluntccr progritunrc al Gatcshcad I I('r'itagc Ocntrc, ancl horv working
rvith voluntccrs acl(ls \,.rhlc to sen,iccs, with l)erlcllls to \'(tuntecrs. thosc flrgagcd
\vilh thc llclp of \,oluntccrs. and lhc loc:rl arca.

Allt:r lunt:lt. whcn parti(iparlis tvcrr: llccr to roam an(l cnjoy the clcligtrts of
Solrlh Shiclds. tlx' rlelegalcs rcgrouPccl to lcaln ruor c about the South Tl,ncside
I-il)raries (ligit isati(D projc(1 . Capl rlrinq llle Spiril el Soulir Tlln.r.slcle is r-cr1 rr.rut:h
a partncrsltip ancl collnttutily h('ilagc project lo prlt llistori(, inragcs onlinc,
an(l is bci g delcl<4recl brich bY l)rick. projcct bY Projcct, granl l)y gr.rnt. Annc
Sharp introducecl thc higlls irlrd lo\\'s in the plelnning and dc\'clopnlcnl of tho
projcct ir1 'I,'r-on) Visualisirtion to llcalisali(nr", rvhilc Ian S lilh of l louse of lmages
dcr)ronslratc.l thc lc('hni(ill aspc( ls.

In "lleggillg thc Molrey", IlJJic l,trt hcringh:rm, llcrilage krttety Funcl Grants/
Dcvclopnlcrrl C)flj( ('r. exl)laine(l thc difii)rent glirnts ayailablc, ho\\, lo acccss
thcsc. and \\'hich l)rojccts \vcrc nlorc likcly to su(,cced.

I'rolcssor N4trlt:olnr Gracll, rounclccl ofl lhc clat'\\,ilh alt illspiring lalk prcsenting
a rrrllaborarl or's viowpoint. Rcprcscnling Sunclcrlancl University's Cenlre for
Lifclong l,oarning, whiclr \\(r-ks ill Piu:tncrship $'i1h South Tynr:side. G:rtesl.rcacl
antl Durhatnr l,ibral'ics to run local hislory cortrses, l)(: discussed the u,ay
in $4)icll the parlners $(n-kirrg ( oll.rborirt ively have bccn al;lc to ir)crease
par(icipati(nr in lc:!r'ning, and opc'rr up haucls (rr acccss to spccial collcctions
in librarics and nruscunrs. A \\'alking hisl()\' elcnrcnt has linkc(l oollections to,
and incrcas(:d urxl(:rstan(ling d. local lrcritagc. bringing gr cirtcr appreciation
and raising Lhc prolilc ol local strrclics collcctions \r'ith local comnrrrnitics.

Fccclback fr-onr tlrc evcnl \vas ('xtrerD('ly positivc. I'articiparlts valued lhe
networking opportunity, rcrducjng isolalion and sharing idcas to o\'orcornc
obstaclcs. and inspiring thcm io tlrr' sonrcthing ne\\.Or lake sieps towards
dcyoloping their scn'ices iIr diffcr('nt \\'ays.

Anne S/raryr is Irc(l Studi(,-s Librctriatt Sorrl/r 1i;rrc,-sidc /,ibrtLries,



LOCAL STUDIDS GROUP AIMS A]\ID OBJECTIVES

The Group comrlittee has dralled the following aims and objectives for the
l,ocal Studies Group. These were prescntcd at the ACM in June and a couple ()1'

amendments were received. We rvould like to ensure our members agree with our
objectives. so if you have any cornments or additions please send lhem to the Hon.
Secretary, Helen lle Smith, by 23d October a1 the latest. wc plan to linalise these
at the next comrnittee meeting in Novelnber.

Alm of Group
The l,ocal Studies Group (l-SG) is a Special Interest Group oICILIP. The object ofthe
Group is to further the irims ol ClLIP wlthin the Local Studies field by uniting those
members of CILIP and lhe Group engaged or interested in l,ocal Studies, fostering
comrnunication, facilitaling exchalgc oI experience and continuing prolessional
development, arld by promoting rclcvant rvork.

overall Objectlves

Membershlp
o Maintain and develop nenrbership of thc Group
o Activcly seek new nernbers of the Group
o Identily what rnembers want from thc Group and how they catt be supported

Advocacy
o Provide a slrong voice to advoc.rte locarl studies at a national lcvel drawing

on experLise and \.icws of nrembers
o Provide support for'local studies services undcr prcssure
o N4onitor local studies activity across the couDtry
o Respond to nirtjonal and regional consultation docurnents especially

wherc thcy rclirte to local sludies sen'ices

communlcatlons
ftoactively cornmunicate with rneDlbcrs ofthe Group to keep tiem informed
ofcurrent activilies and issues using tools such as Lhejournal, thc website
.rnd email
Engage with nalional aIld local issucs relating 1o local studies, contributirtg
to CII-lP responses and discussions

Regional Support
o Develop regional Sub groups to cncourage active participation in thc Group

and 1() engage wlth regional issucs in the field

Cross-sectoral $rorklng
o Promote cross scctor.ll working will-r other relevant areas such as family

history. archivcs and nlusenms, and other local history groups and CILIP
groups



Publlcatlons
o Publish lwo issues of lrcal Slu(lie.s LiiJr.rrl(n pcr \.car
C' Maintain .md dcYclop.l $.ebsite ldr Ore Aroul) \.ia C)ll-iP s conlent Dl?lnagcnteltt

syslenl and lirllo$'ing tllcir gui.lclines
{, Supporl .rnd encoura{e thc pr(r(luclion ol ne\\.slettcrs by t}re Sub groups

McCulla Award
r, Clclcbralc. l)ublicisc arld support exccllorl arDcl jnnovati\'(: sen.ices in thc

loQll sluclies lielcl \ atrnual proyision oI lltc f)c)rothy M( Culla Award
() Pronlolc: a\\'itrencss of lhc arvar-cl throllgh r(:lc\,itlrt crlranncls

Tratnlng and networklng
r, flold le{ular cvents, \{,or ksholts. nlectings. \'isits t() sul)port coDtinuing

pcrsoDrrl a d profcssional clcvclol)nrcnt, hnowlcclgr: of the io(,al studics
Iiclcl ancl providc r)l)pol luniti(is t() rnc.t oLh('rs working in local studics atrd
olhcr r(.lcvaD l !il cas

,, Encourirge Sttb grorrps i() c()!Itinllc tll(iI llrogr:1r Dnr(. oI e\'cnts
.) Dl)sure illl c\'('nts coYcr thcir (,osls

Internatlonal Actlvlty
,, Flnlrilrlc( kn()wle(lCe ol inle|llational ilctivilr'ilt thc Local Stu(lics Iicld by

srrl)porl. an(l whc)c l)ossil)lc, irr\'ohcnlcnt irr. iltitjalivcs
r) Sul)port lh. lFL\ Cle ('aloq\,aut(l l.o(,al Ilistory scdion represcD(a(ive to

aclivcl]' l)arli(il)irtc ir) iurd l)rom()le thc work of thc sccti(,l

Paltlclpatlon ln CILIP Pollcy Forum
,, Aclivcly l)arti( ip2llc ill ilD.l iniii:ltc dcl)i11.r (hrou{lr Cll-lPs I'oli(l'I:orurn
', Providc ir Pdi(\'l.inu ) r'cprcser ) I al ivc aDrl r bat k ul) rcprcsctrt:rti\(: lrott

thc (lroul).

Speclfic objecttves for a three/ffve year actlon plan
. Pultish t\\,o issu(s ot lllc Lo(.itl Stu(1i(:s l-il)lar-'aD . t.l .onsiclcr pul)lislting in

cle( trol)ic lb|nr as rr, ell as ltrint
. Cor)tirnlc 1o (l.rYcl()l) thc IS(; wcbsitc. l(ccPing it cll..cllt itn(l r elcvirnt to th(: work

ol the (lrotlll. ancl using it 1() llul)licis(. c\'( trts l ld ()tlter acli\.ili(:s
.ll()l(l a naliurirl tloul) li\.cnl ilt (.(rt-iullcti()l) willt tll( Aa;M 1o cncourage tnorc

c(rrmunici:rli(rl \vilh nt(rnllcrs al)cl ir(.ttr'l l)arlicipali(nr itnd cngagcltclrl vith
thrnl

. Sul)p()l-t tlrc ( stirl)lishnlcDt

. a "ltlirru' lo illrc-lit,rl( \rll, qr"lll,:. lll
Solrlh Sul) grolrl)
arcas D()l allcady co\.er(fcl. Ii)r ex?Inrplc

thc Norlh East ar)(l \\rirlcs
. Dcvclop ,r l)olicy statclllcnl ailcnrt 1lt(. lulrrre oi local stu(lics collecliolrs and/

or their s1:rfl-

. Pul)licisc l.tctivitics in tllc CIl,lP (;itzeltc an(l ()1l)cr rclcYilDt plac(:s



ENGAGING COMMUNITIES3 the Local Studies Group National
Conference 2OOO
Anrle Sharp

The lncal Studies Group C(nnnriltee look the lopical theme I.lngagiilg Cornnrunilies:
l,ocal Studies in the 2ls1 Century as ihe theme to llring parliciparlts logether at
our Nalional Conference, helcl a1 1he National Archives, a1 Kew, on Sth June, 2009.

Course coorclinators, comnrittee nrenrbers Jill Barber rlertlordshire) and Ilelen FYe
Smith (National Archives) pulled togethei a clay rvhich oflcred insights ancl pcrccptions
from speakers with di\.ersc exllericncc, and oppor[unjlics for inforlllatlon and skills
\llari g. nclworking.rrrd ir r-1rir a tior r.

Dr John Hunt, Uni\.ersity ol Flirmilgham ancl Adull and Conmunily Educalion,
Warwickshire County Corrrrr:il, opeired 1he Conlereirce 1o c(Drsicler- l-ocal I lislory
in the Conrmunity: whose .rgcnda'? l-alrlenling thal the u,orld th:rl ga\-e rise 1o

acadei-ric local histor] \\.ilhin local pr-ojec{s has passed" Dr IIunl poinled oul thal
loc.tl hisl.nJ is, neverlheless, "aclaplallle to the circulnsLalrces in lvhich it operales.
capable oflhshioning ilselflo reflect rc agcndas ofpartnel organisations ancl funcling
boclies." IleriLagc Lottenr' IrullcliDg pro\-idcs a way lonvarcl. rvith opporluDlties to
cngagc communitics in local sluclics:rncl or'.rl history plojccts: thcsc pro\.iclc lilclong
and informal lcarniDg opportr ritics, whilc ilt thc sanc timc rrccting thc ncccls (t
various socrial, cconomic arnd ho'italgc algcndils, to cler-c]op ir Sorsc of Plncc ancl
identity. comD rlrity cohcsjon and social illclusion. Lo1ierr,, suPllor lccl plojccts
ar e -now too impo tant to igrlol c , arnd irlste:ld of lying orrr selves irl knots to rrrccl
1arge1s, tick boxes, and da ciilg 1o diflir.enl ageudas, a c(Drcerted ilatio al initialive
1o advan.e partnership \\'orking wilh l-11F, seeking nrole coherenl approaches and
geDuine acceptance of the intrinsic valuc of local historl studics \\'ould llelrelll all
parlics". Local Stuclics Lilllarics ha\.c :1 pj\.ot:1l rolc to play. pr:ovidiDg a poiDt lor
nctrvorks to cngagc il dclivcring ancl l).rr licjll.rting in such projccts.

Suc M.ryo, an hltcrgcDcraticnral ArLs Spccia.list, sh.rrcd ho'cxpcljorcc in Eng:rging
Eldcrrs- P:uticip:rtion :urcl Lc:u ning in thc Hcr iLrgc Scctor" wjth :r projcct which
ccntredon.rNationiilTrustprol)crty,SuttonHousc.inHacl(ncy.'J'his'hldorHousc
rvas destined to rcm.lin dcrclict and ocerpicd l)y squallcrs, rrntil a local group
c.ur-lp:ligned lbr ir herilage lnojccl 1() reslore 1he proper-ly. ancl 1o raise J\urrcncss in
the connnunily. I-oc:tl cl(lers were erlcouragecl inlo 1he pr-opc.ty lhrqrgh out cacl-l
activilies.tnd l)e.so .rl iilYil,rtioirs (fl-vcrs in libraries clid rrot u'ork). Acli\.ities included
sell:porl.aits and oral hist{rr ies- I.lventu.rlly t}re prol)cr 1y bcclnre ol inlcrest to and
part ol llle lives ol locral elders. who \\,c.e ollir.ed liee nreeling space:rnd lr.rnsl)ot
on l.-ridays. 'l'hc social and learning ol)portunilies i crc.rs(rl par ticip.rlion by thc
local aonununiiy. self:corlideilcri i iildividLrals, anal the relev:rnce:tlr(i car e ol Sutlor
I Iouse to local people. SoIlie hii\,e lleconre volunteers, \riLh their o\\,n ide:rs li)r adivil ies
and projects. http:/ /u\vw.ourplac.nct$'ork.ol g.uk/jcld/public/clocLrrDeirls/wo-d/
Conncction.doc

M.lurecn Rurns. Incal Stuclics l-iblari.rl, Tamcsiclc Archivcs and Local Studics.
described with p.rssjcnr thc M.urcunjirD Rcunion proicct Frcsh llopc and Irrcsh
Air' . 'l'his reiriniscorcc llrojcct brought togclhcr 100 pcoplc [cr shirc lncnlorics (r1r

the lhemes ol:'l'he W.ry \\'c Wcrc, Ncw I]egiildir-lgs, Finding F-cc1. C()lllmrrnity Spirit,
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Boxin€i,.rnd Pubs and Social Lifc. Participants rvere a.tively il)\'olved in and h.rd
o\\'ncrshill of the project, wilh opportunitics to bc lislened 1o through consultation.
meDrorics valrrcd thr(\rgh l enrinisccllcc. :tnd parLi(iipaliotl through volLlnteeling. Tirc
project procluccd ir I)VI):rnd exhibilion, and, ctcn tnore ilDporlantly, \\'as conficlcncc
builcling.rDCl life changing. As Local Sludics ]-ibradiur, Maureen Burns also rcaliscd
her amllilion to irnpr ove 1he collcction olmirtcria.l r elatiilg to I l.rttersley, copying arld
di$lisillg photographs bon-owed for this purposc. http://\!'$,.w. tancunion.eunion.co.uk/

Panl llicling allcl Lincl.r Snrith. IrorD I lLldderslield Local Studics Library. talked aboLrt
engagirlg Uncler 5s with thc IIohnlirlh'ligerProject. This cxciLing local history and
()rDrnuniLy arts projcct w:rs irlspiied by 1he story ofFcDcllir, :r Ligcl cub in the care oI
a local lalrrily in thc l94Os. 'l'he library workecl u'ith thc lirmily, thc locill corDlDunily,
early arLs net\\'ori(, rcccilti(nl and nursery Leachcrs, two paid artisls altrd al voluntary
ar tist seeking cxpcrjclrcc. Supporled by ML-A Yorkshirc. tbc projcct pt ovjded many
soclal opporlr-lnitics lbr rcr r liiliscence. Sollle mcDlol-ics wcrc Iccot ded. Arts acLivil ies
included Llger lacc paiDting. a l)iclLrre book lelling thc story li om F-cnella s perspective,
and the creation of a mosaic. A loans irox linkccl to KSI Anirnals attcl LJs alrcl KS1
and l(S2 \Vhat was il lil(c to live here in the past, has bccn devcloltccl \\'i1h craft
ideas, lhgcl puppcts, .urd poslca.ds of\\4rat llohlllirth loohcd ljkc in F-elrella s 1inle.
h1 1p://uorv.rn11'olkshirc.(n g/overvieu'.asp?iourncyicl=54.

I'eter Danicl :rncl (lilrnilla llergnlan. oI Wcstnrjnstcr Arclrives alld l-ocal Stuclics,
clescl.ibccl lhc \\hltcr 'l\rll project, Crossing tbc Whitc Li c. walter 'l'ull was IJritain s
1Isl black Arml'Ollicrr and 1lrsl black outficlcl lbotballcr iIr lhe 1i.s1 division. This
anlbitious proicct engaged over IOOO pcoplc clircctly, witlr c(trcalion sessions in
plilllary aDCl sccond:ln' schools, (1ranrit, arninraLjoll, dcsiglr, literacy and cliscussiort
wolkshops:lncl scssions. A pcrfor[r:urcc irDC] torrlittg tixllil)itiotl look th€ sto['otlt
lo Drorc iludicnccs. rvww-cl ossilrgthcwhitciilrc.c()ttr

Conlcr cn( c pitr i i( ipants could irt lcncl trvo ol tltt lbur rvor-kshops. M)'nrst ol)tion was
PcrlorDr ilncc, l-e.r.ni ng alld I lcl.itirgc by J cr rny Ki(l (1. Ci 1y LJ rtiversit)' of Lonclon. 'l'his
\\'orkshop lookc(l ai 1he usc of pcrforrranc.] in 1)cr ilagc venues. the ailtts llcing to l)l i11g

hcrit.rgc to lilc, to provide oppor-luuitics l(''\-isilors 1o engage nrol e activcly by asking
thc actols qucsiioDs. ancl lo iml)r'ovc thc Icar rrilrg aixl)elienae- 'lirc clianlplc cxplored
lookccl at tllc r.rse anci expcricncc oJ slaYcs li crrr 1he l)el spcctivc of a sl:rvc and sl:rve
o$'ncr. wc also collsiclcl ccl whcrc per lin rlarlcti lrighl lle uscd in librar/ trnd archive
vcnucs, pc.haps to clcvclop thc tlretrre ol-a display or cxhibitioD. http://wrv"v.pllt.
Drirnctrt'si cr- ac. uk/ rcpolt / l'cr 1ot rla n.c,o"o2Ol,e:i rning%20&%2OLI cr j tag eo/o2O a/a2O

llxccu t i\,c702OSu nrrnarl.pdf

X,ly sccurd opli(xr was Tubul:rr' 'l-nlcs. lcd l)y'l)-acey \\iillianrs, Solihull Hcr itarge .rnd
l-!)ral Studics. 'l'r:1cey pro\.iclccl .r clcar step l)y slep clenronstration. putting logelher
a multirDc(iiLl prescilation. bringing logelher or-al his1ory, irnitgcs:r1rd vidco.

Atorrrol lhe National Archi\'(is rounde(l ollavcry last, full. inspiring d.ry. I'-rienclshiPs
were rere\vecl and nc\\, c(nr1acls rllade, alld thc trials oI thc l,{)rl(lorl UlldergroLlnd at
the beAinniDg oI ihc clay lorrg forgolteD.

At r Slrarp i-s .l-ocni .Slr-rdir'-s Librerien. Sot1l/i 71,,t1.r-si(1.' Libreries Qtld I'SG I lotl.
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BATTLES BATTALIONS AND PAPERS: Access to Military Records
Tona Pilmer and Miriam Farr

In a year which marks 70 years since the beginning of World War II arrd 90 years
since the Treaty ofVersailles Incal Studics Group South thought that it was fitting
to hold its first study day on military rnaterjal. The aim of the day was to help local
studics and other information pr'olessionals refer users to material outside their own
collections. The event was held at the Imperi.rl War Museum on 29th April.

Eager to help those travelling from outside the Soulh East to get 1o l,ondon, the official
progranlme started al noon though lbr those who came earlier l.'oster Summerson, one
of the Museum's volunteers, gave a conducted tour of the main hall of the Imperial
War Museurn [IWM]. He explained that the museum was originally the horne of the
Bethlem Hospital. bcforc bcing convertcd to housc a collection ofpost 1914 Draterial
from the armed lorccs lrom what was thcn thc British Empirc..furong thc rraterial
mentioned was'Old Bill'which was one ofthe nrst ofabout 60 London buses used
to transport troops round Northern Francc during World l rar Onc. Other items
included General Montgornery's commiurd tank and a motorbike uscd by I-awrence
ofArabia as lvell as aircrafL such as.r Sopwith Camel.

The first session of the day, lqhnlilU Hi.slory re.s earcLl al ll]€ ln\)ericl lv(1rMuseurnwas
delivered by Sarah Patterson, fronr the IWM'S Department of Printed Books. Afler
giving a brief history of the rnuseurn's origins and development, including outliers
at Duxford, IIMS Belfast on the Thames, 1'he Churchill Museurn and Cabinet War
Rooms in Westminster and IWM North in Manchester. she went on to talk about the
research deparhnents housed in the Drain nluseum in Lambeth Road:

. The Art departnrcnt holds the l.rrgcst collcction of British Twcnticth Ccntury
art oulside the'lhte

. l)ocuments houses personal papers relating to war

. Exhibitions and l'irearms look afler artefacts

. 'Ihe Filnl ar)d Video Archive has 120 million leel of filn.r and 6.500 hours ()1'

video
. The Photograph Archive has over ten rnillion inages
. The D€partmcnt of Printed Books is the national librarlr for twentieth and

twenty first ccntury conflict
. The Sound Dcpartment has 56,000 hours of interviews with those from the

arDred lorccs and the homc front
. In addition, thc LIK Inventory of War Memorials IUKNIWM) documents physical

rcmcrnbranccs of war.

Thc IWM docs not holcl sen ice records or military archives.

To help Iind your way around, lhc IWM has produccd arl cxccllent series ofbooks on
'l'racing your Family Histor.r/ whidr are.l r rst fol local studics collections ald there
are also advice leaflets. 'l'he key 1o linding material is Lo krow in rvhich unit the person
served, as this opens up different lypes oJ resources, murny oI them held elsewhere.

After lunch, the next talk, Up anrd Cotnit'Lg DeveLoprlerLts ai llrc l{ation@l Archiues
was by William Spencer, Senior Military Specialisl at 'nre National Archives, and
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dealt with the challcnges confronting the release of govcrnmcnt nrilitary records.
He cxplained that before 1995 The National Archives (TNA) catalogues wcre in hard
copy, but in the last llltecn ye.lrs tcn nillion catarloguc records havc becn creatcd
on the online cataloguc. 'l'hcse des(:ribe (he types ol records held by TNA, but thc
rcal need is to know whal is inside thc individual rccords. Most of the l,'irst World
War Army service rccords werc destroycd durirrg a bonlbiltg raid in I g4O. but those
which sun'ived havc been rnicrolilnrecl and the nicrolilrns havc notv bcen digitised
and put into w\wv.ancestry.co.uk arnd \wv1v.?rncelitrylibrary.com and have bcen
indcxed, though not always cortrpletcl-y. TNA is now in the proccss ofdigitising other
records and is looking a1 the I42.5 nrillio|l pieces of paper which forrn ttre Ministry
ofDcfence {MOI)) serl.ice rccords lron) 1920'tj3.

Therc are a number ol challcngcs conneclccl with rnaking tlle ntid twcntietlt century
senice records a\.irilablc 1() th(: public for instance: cach ol llte sen'ices sort Lheir
rccords differently: the numbering ol-records rvas inconsistent; sonre matcrial was
catalogued iil a databasc by pcople rvhosc firs1 languagc was not English; therc
could be problcurs if potcnlially sensitive iltfornlation is put on tlre internet, but the
costs ofsifting lvoulcl slow thc l)roccss down and make i1 nrorc expcnsive; wherc to
staJl ? The Homc Guard nlight lle scc!) suitablc as nrost ol the pirticipants will have
passcd away. but thcrc is still the potcntiirl lbr cnrbarrassing nrilterial to appe.rr.'lhe
Canadians digitisc nlaterial o denland. As long as cil(:h ilcm is cataloguecl properly
this woulcl bc a cost cffective rDcthod alier all, F-r'(:c(lont of Inlorlnatiolt requests
are .I fornl of on-dcnland scn,i( c- 'lllere arc also problcnts vith matcrial rvhich was
"born digital", but thc MOI) has hacl to lcanr to haD(lle cl(lctronic records quickly

The speakcr said thal thes(: obst:rclcs will l)e ovcrc(nle ilncl it shoulcl be possiblc to
put this later ial in 1hc prrblic donrilin within the cxt live ycars. I lowevcr, ilt the
current finixrcial sitt!a1iolt. who lvill linalrcc iti,

Aftcr this prcsentalion lhc delcgatcs cli\.iclcd inlo two and one group was lakcn on
a tour of 1wo ol the I\[M s Collcclior]s, lccl by Sarah Palerson. They startcd at thc
rouncl rcading roonr use(l by the l)cPar tnrents of Docunrents trnd l)rintcd flooks.
The rooDr resenrbles .r slnirller version ol- the old Blilish Museum lloadiltg Iloolll,
with Documents an(l Printcd Flooks cnquiry dcsks ()Ir .r platli,rm iD front of tlrc
readcrs. Gcneral relercnce books lil)c the walls. -l'he l{eacling Rourt is opel) Molclay
to Silturday: users arc asl(cd 1o nrakc an appointnrcnt [o ensurc lhat (hcre is a
placc for them .

The initial acccss point fo)-the Soun(l Archive is a snlall ro()l]l c)ll thc mait) reading
roonl with computcrs whert: users can sear(l) th(. cataloguc ol_intcn'iews witlt fornrer
senicemcll arl(l thosc on thc home lionl.'lhe nrajority ol nraterial is digilised and
caD bc hci.rrd by clicking ()lr a link on the ( zrtalogue.

The ncxl parl of thc torr| wirs to thc stacks. wllcre szrmplcs li-orn tllc wide varicty
ofprinted rnalerial wils showD. and lhe toltr llnishe(l \.ith a look at the docunrent
store.. Not only are therc. lbr cxarnple. ccnsor(:d alld unccnsored lclteIS. diaries,
unpublishcd manuscripls arld lvar crimcs trials documellts, l)!rt also documcnts
collectecl by serving olficers rvhich slrould perhaps be in tllc MOD Al'chivcs rather
than with lhcir privatc papcrs.
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Mcanrvhile llre other half of the group heard a presentation on thc Untled KirLgdort'L
Naiion.ll /nuerrlory qf Wer Men@rio,ls by Jane F urlong, Project Coordinator, I\\rM. Tllis
projcct has been running sincc I989 ancl its airD is to record all UK war rnerrori.rls.
including those lvhich have bccn lost. Th(j project relies hea\.ily on thc \\'ork oI some
l60 voluntee.s nationally. Ovcr thc lirst trventy years Lhe project has clocuurcntcd
ovr-r 56.o00 ollhe esLinatcd IOO.OOO UK rvar nrernorials: rvhilc most cotnmcmoratc
the two world wars there are many rciated to oLhe. conflicts. Apart lrom thc basic
inforrnation about location aDd conflict connncnlorate(i. lirlher information such as
designer, buildcr irnd funding can olten bc lound: volunteers research a \\'ide range
of sources in locral siudies libraries and rccord olfices includiilg local comn)itLee
records and local ncwspal>ers.

Jane gavc ;r good deal ol uselul inlorrnation about rnettlol ials alrd their diverse natLlrc.
both in tcrDrs ol their for[r and who was likdy to be cornDreirrorated- The proicct is
sli1l ongoiDg so suggesli(nrs and pieccs ofiDiorInatioil alre always welcontet it is now
begirning to providc a rrselul insight into thc sociirl history of corruDelnoration and
localitics iD thc UK as well as providillg infornlation aboul individuals. In the luturc
photographs will be linkcd 1o 1he recor d aId rvill also be .rvailable. Also irl the projec{'s
luturc pl.rns .lre aln onlirle interacLivc Dlap u,-hich allows elrquirers to click on thc
arcas thcy wanl; proYi.ling learning activjtics sucir as lalks and online rcsourccs:
clcr-cioping the volunLeer basc: ancl aclcliDg tlre nir)res ofall thosc comncmoratccl .rnd
linking 1o online clatabases likc thal oI thc Cotlunon$'ealth War Gravcs Cornrnission
zrnd other r elaled rvebsites.

'l'hc ji al 1.tlk oI the day was a highly cntertarining and iDfornralivc prcscntation
by Paul Evans arld Mark Smith. rcspcctively i-ibrarian and Curator of thc Roy.rl
Arlillery Museunr. ancl covcrccl thc dillcrent lypes oI resourccs thcy look aflcr aDd
1he lype of inlormatioD thirt thcy can help .esearchers find. It was cxplirincd that
historj' aDd traclition is cvcr/thing to the IlritishArmy. so lDuch so, in lirct. thill eacl-l
l egirDcnt has its ou'n histo''jc.rl section u'hich includcs thc rcgjlrort.rl muscutu. 'l'lte
t\?e of Dratcrials hclcl by rcgimental rnuseullls and wh:rt is not - \\'as cxplained.
\\hile a list oI matcrial iD thc Royal A.tillery Museum was givor. for the dclegates
this muscurn scraccl ars:iD cxccllcnt ex?lrrlple 1bl Drilitary Inuscr.rtlls gcncrarlly. It rvas
poilltcd out th:rl whilc .rnyonc w.ls wclcorne to visit thc Roy.rl nrtiller/ Library to
unclcrLakc rcsc.rrch thcr e is :r daily charge ancl that in lact nlost rcgim(intal ntuseurns
clo mirkc srrch ar chalr gc.

Thjs last scssior-l wirs lbllowed by l-SG South s ini{rgural AGM an(l r eceplion.

Thc stu(ly day proved 1o be ar greal success in pro\icling a grcat deal ol nerv inlbrnraLion
and sources to loc.rl sludies librarians in a fascinating.rnd cntcrlaining wary.'l'hanks
go to all our spcarkers and especially Lo Sarah Patcrson rvho so kindly
hosted 1he event.

'Ibtt1 Pilriter and Lliric.:tr]. lllrr are tnen].bers oJ-lfG Soullr

Edltor's Note.'l'he auLhors iravc prcparcd ar more extensi\:e report and sumnary oI
the presentatioDs, iDclllding rclcrcnccs to wcbsites. Please contact
Tony.Pllmer@slough, gov,uk
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LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIAIII OF. THE YEAR 2OO9

Nominations arc bcing soughl for thc 2OOg Dorothy McCulla Memorial Prize for Local
Studics l,ibr.rriirn oI thc Yc.!r'. This is aD opporlunity for high calibrc local studies
librarians to be recogniscd nationally, as well as.rt it loc.rl lcvcl. Thcrc is much
excellenl work being car.iecl oul and appreciated by librari.lns irt a local levcl, :rnd
much of i1 is worlhy of wider recogniiion. l)o you knolv anyone rvho l-ras providccl
excellenl and inno\'ai ive services t hal yolr woulcl like 1o nominate lbr the Pr izc'1 Whilt:
ideally there would lle posit ive suppol l lrorn the 1op. 1he nominalor does not need to
be a chicf librarian nominaLions are welcome lioDr line lDanagers, colleagues and
sen'ice uscrs who arc awarc oI thc candidate's achievelDeDts: Lhe noininee, ho\\.e\-er ,

must bc a mcrnbc| of thc Local Stuclics Group.

I)eLarils aboul 1he arvar d arr(i ir norrinati(rr lornr cilD i)c otltirincd lronl thc Hon.
Secreta4'. lleleil P-\'e Stltitll. ctlrail Hclclr.pyc slllilh @)nationirlarchives.go\'.uk, tcl:
02O BiJ92 -1278 or i;on thc Incal Sludics croup u'cbsitc at http://wwr '.cllip.org.
uk/speclallnterestgroups/bysubject/localstudles/actlvltles/mccullaprize.htm

Closlng date: 3O September 2OO9

LOCAL STUDIES GROUP AIINUAL REPORT 2OO8

ln 2008 CILIP s llusillcss ycal changccl. so thirt iDsleacl of rurlning frorn April 1o

Milrch it now nrns from Jirnuarry to lJcccnll]cr. Clonscqucntly thc llcriocl covcrc(l by
this rcpor t is shorlcr th:rn usrral. bcing 1r'oDr lstApril to 3l st Dcccmbr:r 2008. Ncxt
year's r cporl will covcr thc wholc oJ 2009.

'l'he Cornrlriltee Ilret twicc drrl ing thc l)cr iod covcl cd, al IJir nringhanr Ccntral Lillrary.

'l'here wele al 1_ew changes 1o lhe C(nnlllitlarc drrring 1hc vear:

Philip Tholnas relired as I lonol ary 'l'rea srrrcr_. alleI. l wclve years ser\.ing as HoilorarJ
TreasLlrer for tire Cr-oup, plus 1!vo ns I lono-arJ Se.relary. 'l'he Group is greatly
indebted 1o I'hilip lor- all his wo.k .rnd suppor t.

Anie Sharp, South'l\neside ln.ral Slrrdies Lil)rarJ, joiileci the Cc)l-l-lmitlee as Hon.
'l reaslu-er in NoverDber 2008. Iii.llard Al)bolt, lrolll ljjrrning]ram Cenlral l,ibrar],
alsojoinccl thc Corrrnrittec as our ral)aascnlativc on llritish ancl lrish Co|rmil1ee on
Map hrforrnatiorl ancl Cataloguing Systcnls (LjltlCMICS).

Elizalllcth Mclrosc is Lhc CorlnitLcc rcprcscntati\-c on Cil-lI']s Policlr ForuIn and Jill
BaIbcr thc bacl( ull rcprcsoltativc.
Tirc C()trmitlcc $-.rs in\.itccl to scncl a rcllrcscntati\-c to RAI-H (Bljtish Association
lor l,ocal Llislory) :rDCl I)ianii l)ixon :lgrcccl to takc on this lolc.
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T\\.o issucs of thc lrcal Sluclies Librori@n havc been publishcd. IaI Jamieson. the
Edilor, is still kccn to fir]cl an as:iistant e(litor.

The wcbsite has been kept up.to date and aD incrcasiltg nuntber ol enqtttries
corltinue to be rcceived \.ia thc wcllsitc. It is good to knorv that l-SG membcrs irre
Lrsing thc websitc and finding thc CoDt.rct Us lbrnr. Feedbelck on thc usefulncss
of thc website itscll-, or suggestions 1br other inlbrDratior.r lhat could bc addecl to j1

would be rvclcorllc.

'l.Le Dorothy Mccllll.r Mc lrlor ial l)rize 2008 \\'as it\\,:rrdecl to Maurcur Burns from
Tamcsi(le lnftrl Studics and Archi\-cs Ccntre, lor hcr innovative work in a socially
inclusivc contcxt. cross-scctor2ll working \\'ith archivist collcelgues, arld comnlunity
cngag()])rent.

'l.l e rcgional sul)-groul)s con(ir)ucd to grow and clc\'('lop and a nrunber oI suc< essful
c\-enLs were hcl(1. Thc North wcst srrb groul> helcl tt l-ancasllire dialc(t evcnt arlcl a
clay school on sl)ecial c(tlcctions in l-ivel l)q)i. LOOSCOT hdd trvo clay schools, on
the histort of l)rinting an(l .nr.cstral tourisnl. ancl a lisit to 1he National Library of
Scotlzrrd. Mi(llands an(l Anqlia sub groul) held it visit to Wiltshir( :rnd S\\'irldon
llistoFr' Centre aucl a dary s(ihool on lleaclring nc\\,illl.lienccs througll local stu(lics .

\\rork has progrcsscd 1o cst.rblish .l rre$'sul) groul) in thc Sort{h ofF)lgland. iDiliatcd
by Norrrran flriggs. Annc Sharl) is \vorking to try to set up a sub group in tllc North
East ol Dnglarul.

Thc Group decidcd ot to parti(il)ate in ljrrrbrcll?l lhis yc?I. l]r.lt inslead to l]old a
nati(nral local stu(lies day schod in l,ondon in 2009. This will llc cornlliDcd $.ith the
AGM to cncour?rgc gre.rt(:r attcn(lancc.

Comntllnicatiolls with ) crDbcrs ol thc I-sC contillucd to bc a conacrn alid various
oplions are undcl. coDsi(lcration irrcludilrg sctting ul) ii Jis(rlail lisl for Local Sluclies,
producing thc Local Stu(lies Librarian jn illt clcctronic 1or lrrat. ilnd c.rr^'ing out a

?rudit of local strrdies pr()\'ision across [hc couDtry lo gain a l)cttcr uDdcrslarr(ling of
the loc.rl stlrdic:s I)icturc nation.lll-\,.

'IJre groupsAms and Ol)jcctivcs havc becrt tcvised atrd u'ill l)c I]leseutcd !r1 thcn(;N4,

we al (: always looking lor ncrv pcople to gct jnvoh'ccl wilh thc lrcal Studies Group.-ltis irj d good way to r)cct pcol)lc working in youl :lrca, jnllucnce ltorv thitrgs arc
donc ?lnd a uscltl acldilion to yorrr CV (x'CharlershiP poltfolio. If yorr u'ottlcl like
lo know lnorc al)out \\4lat thc (lommittec (locs or ilrc intercstcd in g(:tting invoh'ed
pleast: clo contalct us.

llelen Pr,re Smilir. llon()renJ Secr.'laru I:aG
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LSG TREASUR"ER'S REPORT 2OOA

'lhe Trcasurer's rcport lbr 2OO7 noled the need to reconsidcr expenditure as a
consequcnce ofihe rccluced c.rpitation lron CILIp. In addition, thcre was no surplus
due lo thc Group lrorn Umbrella 2008. 'l'o this end n.rtional comDrittee rnet twice.
instead ol three tinres. and nlenlbers cor]iinuc to actively considcr \.iable options
for inconle gcnerati()It 1() n)eet costs, while supporliilg thc neecls of n)ernbers in a
challenging cconomic cliDrate- Pr ol)osals intluclecl . diry school or conferencc in
2009, to facilitate the exchalge ol idcas.

Paymcnts iilcurrcd il1 2OO7 include those 10 CILIP 1or thc dist.ibution ol l_ocal
Studies Librar ian. a task lormerlv undertaken by philD 'l'hoDlas 1o keep costs to
the Croup down. In addilion, SI,OOO w:rs trarrslerrcd lrom lhc forDter i,ondon and
lloine Counties Charitics Deposit to the newly fornred l_ocal Sludics Soulh sub group.

In this my lirst report as Tr easurcr lor LSG. I wish to thaltk re outgoing Treasurer,
Philip 'l'honlas, 1or his unlailing prolessional support and advice in handing on and
cxplalning thc llner points oIlhc l^SG accollnts.

Anne Sharp. June 2O09

ltegistcrccl Char ity no. :l I 30I.l
LOCAI- STUDIES GROUP oI CILIP

Income & Expenditure A/c for the year ended gl.t December 2OOg

EXPENDITUIiF]
Ne11\rAT on Goods & Servi<rcs
LOCAI- STUDIITS LIBR.{RIAN: (2 issuesl
Printing & Distribution 2560 85
l,ess Salcs, Subscriptions

& Advertising _5+7. 16
Main Comnrillee [2 Mtgs)
Attend.rnce a1 OLrtsidc Mlgs {2)
Stationcry/I'holocopying
Postages/PhoDe Calls
Mccull:r Award 2OO8 Pr ize l OO OO

2OO7 Expenscs 32 62

INCON4E
Cal)itation Ir-onr CILIP

Royaltics ftollr I.-ACDT
Prrbl. "Gui(lelines"

COI!- Charil ies Dcposil
Intcrcst

220

20 [i ti!)
815 75
t26 76

953
I -:t 92

t32 62
272
a 61

s31 27 aO

2l ou oo

248

179 :19

2249 a7
L)elicit lor ye.rr. carried

1-wd lo L'lalancc Sheet 837 93

Group Publicity
Intcrnalion.rl Relalions

s3127-80



BALANCE SHEET &s at 3l"t December 2OO8

LIAtsILITIES
Accumulated Surplus as at 31"r December 20o7
l-ess Deficit for 2OOB (B/down from above)
Accumulated Surplus as at 31't December 2OOB

CREDITORS : Mcculla Award for 2008 [not yct paid)
Prepaid Subscriptions to "l,ocal Studies Librarian for

Wintcr 2O08
V T (nett) due to CILIP
CILIP- distribution of "l,ocal Studies Libr.rrian" (Summer 2008)

.145 36

ASS!--I'S
Balance at Barclays l3ank
Balance at COIF ChariLies Deposit

s1a32-84
B37,93

100,0o

49 25
30 91

f.r261 45

1329 t8
1000 00

s1694-68
92-75

s 800-63
43-84

€3994 9l

L tBT l7
1433 26

!;4620 43

625 52
t4620 13

ADDITIONALLY

Balances Held lor Sub Groups on Charities Deposit:
LSG SOUTH (formerly Londotr & llomc Counties)

ADD Interest for ycar

LESS Drawn to open New Bank A,/c (as bclow)
SCOTTISH (LOCSCOT]

ADD Interest lor year
cYx4RU,/WALES

ADI) Interest lor year

Nett ljalances held by Sub Gror4rs:
I-SG SOUTII (Ncw Banl< A/c as above)
MIDI-ANDS & ANGI-lA (Currcnt A/c)

('lheir Own) COIF Charities Deposit A/c
NORTII \\ESTERN
SCO'ITISI I (LOCSCOl)

I 994 ll
3489 52

s 329 l8

17a7 43

444 47
s2961 Ofl

s1000,00

4443-63
551-10

2295,93
€a330-66

Arnc Sharp. Hon. Treasurer
Assistcd by Philip Thomas .

Sleven M Rced BI-IS
lIon. Auditor/ Independcnt Examil-rer

2"d , hrnc 2OO9



LOCAL STUDIES GROUP COMMITTEE 2OO9

Terry Bracher, Wiltshirc County Libr'ary
ler$'.bracher@wiltshire. gov.uk
Alice lrck, 'l'ameside Libraries
localstudies.library@tan-leside.gov.uk
llelen ITc Smith. Resource Centre and l-ibrary,
National Archives
helen.pye smith@nationalarchives.gov.uk
n nre Shcrp. Soullr lyneside Lrbrarie-
annc.shirrp@souLhLyneside.gov.uk
IaI Jamicson. Ncrvcastlc upon .I}ne

ilnjanlieson@c pac.nct
CILIP Policy FomDr Iepresentative:

Elizabcth Mclrose. York
elizabcth.mclrosc@btintcr.nct.com

Mcmbers:
Richard Abbolt, tJirmingharD Pllblic Library
Richard-Abbott@bjrmingharn. go\'.uk
Jill Barber, I lcrllordshirc County library
j ill.barber@lhertscc. go\'. uk
Diana I)ixon. Soulhrvolcl
clian.r.dixon@cilip.or g.uk
Elizabcth Mclrosc. York
elizabeth.mclrosc@btiutcrDct.com

Representativcs oI thc geographic subgroups:

Chairrnan:

Vicc Chairrnan:

Hon Secretary:

Ilon Treasurcr:

Hon Editor, I-SL:

Midlands and Anglia:

North \\restcrn:

Scoll ish:

Sor rl h:

'l'racey Williams, Solihull Public Libraries
iwillianrs@solihu11. gov.uk
Alice l-o.rk.'l'arnesicle l-ibraries
localstudies.libr ary@Lameside. gov.uk
Don Martin. Kirkintilloch
d\\.Innlar{indon@li\'e.co.Llk
Nornan Rriggs, P & C lntclligence. Iteading
nwbriggs@pciDtel1.co.uk

Please leel free to contact comrnittcc mcmbcrs or thc Hon. Secrelary on any
matLer you wish to havc brougilt to thc Committee s attentioil or for ideas for
meetings, day schools or workshops.

The Group is kept in touch with Cll-lP headquarters via ils new Membership
Support Unit.

).1



FROM OUR CILIP POLICY FORUM REPRESENTATI\/E

'l'ile majority of urallchcs, Croups it|tcl i Iomc Nations aI e now rcpl cserlled on tbe
CILIP P;licy For urn, which is as large an assclllbly as cver was thc old CI l-lP Councjl.
Also swclling thc Lhrong arc membcrs ol ClLIP Council (thtr TrusLees) and the CILIP
Mce Presicleritrvho chairs the rreeting. This largc galhering mecls lwicc a ycarr, laLterly

in Riclgmount Slreet. although mcetitrgs hirve been hclcl in Birmingham and Rcading

A useful innovation is Lhc insislencc thal appoinied substitutes should take part
u,l-ren thc maiD rcpresentalivc from thc ll.anch ol Clroup cannol altend a neeling'
This gives continuity lo lhe fcccl-bilck. I irnr exltemcly grateful to Jjll llarbcr. wllo
deputisecl and atlendcd the Novcmber nlcctiirg and $Tote a rePort

Bclween the 1$'icc ycarly gathcring thcrc is personal enlail to kcep clelegatcs in touch
with each otl-rer and t'ith ClllP. and a Policy Foruul Net$'or-k oll the CoDlnunilies
pagcs oI thc CII-lP wcbsite. http://communities.ciltp.org.uk,/ (logilr requircd). I

ilid once with sorne trcl)idation l trsl)olld Lcr a lhr eacl on the Policy !-orunl Nctwork
but, in the main. lhis lacilily is unclcrused. The last post ilrlllounccs the agerlda
.letails lbr the Apr il rneetinS. A Mailt:llk Illailing lisl for Poljcy F orulrl rcpt'esentativcs
CII-lP POl,lCY FORLIMaa)nrailtalk.ac.uk h.rs .Llso bcclr organiscd. alrd u'ith sut prise'
I have noticed an cnlail fronr lrlyself lc.rtrr.illg orl this surcly sonre nlistirke!

Jill Barbcr wrote itD excellent sunrnlary ol Lhe discrussions which look placc :rt the
Novcnber 2OOB reeting ()1-lhe Poiicy F-orum she poilllcd oul the topics thal could bc ()1'

imporlancc to the lrcal Stuclies GrouP llocal Sllrclies Libr:rriarl vol.27 no.2 pp.19 2l].

'lhe April rneeting. chaircd by CILIP Vicc-Presiclclll, Ificldy Fisher, was rnor(: conceLncd
with asking the questions "Horv does Lhc prescnt Policy Forum work?" and, even
more far rcaching, "Does the lnstitule actually necd ir I)olicy Forunl'?'lJre May 2009
edition of Update plrblished a picture oI thc Policy Fot ulrl irl groups cliscussing ils
role, prescnt ancl futurc. Itr this phologr apll, I can iust b.r seerl ill thc liir backgrortnd
confe-rring wiih the only iablc thal corlcluded thal the f-ol tllll shorrld be wound
clo$.n and its dr.rlies, suclt as lhcy ltave bectl, devoh'cd to the flrallch and Group
Mccti gs. Thc Forunt was, we lelt. a l:nge alld awkwarcl bocly lllat thcrclly sulTercd
rDany o1 the samc snzlgs oI lhe old CILIP Coullcil Ho\\'ever, this l)roposal w.rs loo
radical for the nccting ils a who]e. dcspile the lact t]raL thcrc were rnany .rppeals
lhat thc Forun should llrahc poiicy, rlotjustrubbcl starllp it All agreed that there
rnust bc a beLLer way olavoi.lirtg anothcr liryer of br.rrcilucracy while colcentrating
on CILIP poli<ry devcloptrertt. Wc rvait 1o scc.

The Dreeting also hearcl r't1>orls on the Infornlittiou Socictlr' I\rlllic IIealth, Learning
and I'rofessionalisrn aDCl agrced that uotllinatiolls shoulcl bc rcceived for-a Dew post,
that oi I)eputy Cbair. 1o assist tlle I'olicy I'-orunl Cllair. lrroposals lor this positiotl
havc bcen sent out and I h:r\-c voled lor il candidntc \\'ho, ill:r rotllinatiorl p:r.per,

recomnlcnde.l thal somc continuity was Dceded at thc helrn ol thc lrolicy Forunl
{the Chair or-rly sen'cs lor one yc.rr) ilIrcl th:rt t}re Chair required sullport throlrghout
the year so thi]l issr-lcs and corlccrtrs cor-lld bc speeclily Icsolved Wc c.rn oilly hopc
ihat thc Dcxt year of thc CILIP PolicY I''oruln nlily be mor.c televamt and productivc.

Nole: Pelcr Bcautlta[rp has trolv bcen elecLecl as l)ePuty Ch.ril ()1 the For-trrr]'

Elizabeth Melros. Locoi Sltr.lie-s GroLq) tepresenlaLiue on tlTe CIUP PoIi.lJ Fonlril
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ALAI\I BALL LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS 2OOA

'lllc nlan Fl.lli A\\'ards \\,ere cst.rblislrc(l ill 1985 to encollragc high qlralily local
hist(nJ publishing by lil)r'aries and loclrl :[rthorili(:s .urcl lllis is the l\\'cnty Ii^1rth year
they ll:rve bee n :ru'arrlcd. Thc jll(lgcs (le( i(lccl to rrakc thr-cc awar(ls. the nlilxinlunl
llcrnrittccl ancl also 1c'lt thaL onc cntrJ' sltoulcl bc llighly Colrnen(lccl aDCl ilnother
shoulcl bc Contrncndcd.

Thc Arvards arc:

Seal Par:lsh Councll for Se.rl: lircl.li-slon/ ofQ PQrish lrr'.rcarr lrox. I)avid williirrls an(l
Pe1(:r Mountlicld, \\'hi(h thc jrr(lgcs Icll $'irs a be:Irlilirllv produced l) )k. s.rnrptrlous)1.
researchecl, 1l)at nlle(l il gap l)ccause 1l)is palislr Dcar Scvcnoaks Iras nevcl bolorcr
hacl its histoy fulh. r-r't orclecl ilncl clisscninate(1. \\/hilc llris handsorle bool< s'as
con llercially prrtrlishctl l)\. Phillirlrorc. it \\'as spoDsor-c(l l)y Scal I)ilIish Coun( il an(l
lhel)ancl ha(lnoclilll(lllty jDr.(ognisingth.rtth( l)arish .ouncil w.r\ J l)rini, llrover,
sctting.ln cxanl])lc to ollrcr l)arislr councils in thc Jielcl ol locill hisl(ry pulllishing:

Sefton Metropolltan Borough Councll lbr "Sarrd rrr rri S.'({: .S.l/iori -s 
(lo.r-slo I I 1"t iL.!!)t-.

'l'his \\'cll pr filuaerl book. llrr: rvolk ol tlrorly han(ls llul t:<li1c:cl br' .lclrtniler Lcwis ?rn(l
JelluilcI Sl:lr1islreel, inrl)ressc(l thc ill(l{cs as aLrl cxcellc t alcha(()logiaaI accollnt
of lll(' coasllir)c fronl l](]otle lo Southlx)r'l:

Wantr'ickshlre County Councll l(r- lvor/(ir r./ I-iri.'.s. 'l'h c j udAcs consi(lcrccl lhis l)roject
as a unit. $'i1lr thc sul)rrittccl ll.)ol{.ur(l CI).nrcl tllc lrrllwclrsitc that Aivcs nru( h nror(:
dctailcd infolrl:ltiorr.'l'lrc booh irnd Cl) is il Lrir]\,supcrfi( i.rl intro(ll!ction. l)ut the
wcbsjlc is cxtcDsi\-c an(l lno\.iclcs just th( s(nt o1-aPproaclt lh.rt is nccclc(l l)y thosc
rvlro rvislt to cxP)or c a 1o< al ilrca 1hr orrgh ()l al hist()r-y l)ack( d up b\' lvfil tcn Icscal ch.

I Iigl)lY Clorr)r)lor'rded is

Clty of Newcastle upon Tyne Ior the C,-(rrl 
^brl/i(,l1r 

ll'Ji,r(1-)- lI' Kel) irnd Je:ll1 Snritlr,
\\'hicl) would ( (.r'tainlv llavc rcccivcd a lirll ANarcl il \\'c \'( 11. not linlil ('cl to I l)rcc. 'l'h(
pancl lilt thal tllis \\,.rs anolhcr cxanrl)lc ofth. l)roduclion stancl.[ ds ac]ricvccl b-\'

Ncwcilstlc ovcr so Dlan\'\'ciirs, .ln(l that l lris \\'cll rcscarchcrl lrook ll)lccl anollrr:r galr
b-r'frrllY rccorclirrg thc storv oI<rrirlnriniDA in Northullrl)cr-laDd and (louD[y l)rtrham.

Conlnlcndccl is

Plymouth Clty Councll for JJ(rr)ic.or 
^( 

hiuc. 'l'hc 
-irrclgcs apprcci.rtccl tllat thc

I3arllican Archivc. covcling a hislorical ar(:a otl'h'rrouth, is a mulli-lacctcd l)rojc(1
th.rt iu(lu.lcs iln cxtcnsivc collc(1iolr ol l)lrotoglai)hs. cxhillitions. iulcllrcl il(ccss
zrncl tcar'lrcrs f{sorrrcc g)acl<s. l,'(r' l llc n lilr) Il.lll n\\'ards tlrc.iu(lgcs r'( aeiYccl a l)oxcd
set of threc CI)s whicll lhey l('lt \\'cr{: ir sooal cxarll)lc of IloN oftll lrislory r ccorclings
can plovide an cnjoyablc arnd il1forDrati\,c rccor<l ()1 a local arca in alll ils ?rsl)ccls.

The l.il)rarv Scrvlces 'li llst has bccn lal(ing th('sc presligjous A\\,alds f()l- alnrosl
a quartcl ol a ccnLlrn'. Ncxl y(il] is tl).] l\\'cnty Iillh :nnivcrsary (t thc Awil] ds .lnd
the'l\'usl is llol)ing 1o have a r'(rcord Dulnbcl ol-(rrtrics 1o (iarlcbralc the occasiorl.
Any liln'arr]'. l:rrgc or srrrall. is ('n(ouragc(l to cntcr. Ilyou. (n vour- i[rthority. have
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publishcd sornething of a high slanclard, why not enter next yeal? You do n()1 need
1() havc a long lisl of public:rtiorts or be a lirlgcr irlstitulion: it rnay llc a one oll
'lhey als presligious aavatcls and rrsually gcncr'.rte good locral Publicily. I[ you have
pllblishccl anything relatccl to locitl stuclies, in whatever forDl it nlay bi: printed,
a clatabirsr or a website. Ior instituce do consider an enlry this ycal aDd llelp the
Alr'ards cclebrate their anrlivcrsatJ.

You can lind ou1 rnore liolD Eric witlter, Thc Libr:rry Services TrLlsl. CILIP, 7

Ridgrnount Strcct. l-ondon WCIE 7AE.
Tcl O2O 7255 Otj48. enriril eric.\r'intcr@cilip.org.uk

FORTHCOMING E\/DNTS

Thc N'lidlands and A glia Subgroup Diry School lor 2OO9 \\'ill be a1 the Nottingh.rnr
Ccnt.al Library on Wcclnesclay 7th Octobe., 1he subjcct bciDg l3eatilrg the Crunch:
Miikir-rg the most of l,ocal Stuclies rcsoruccs in dimcLllt tiDlcs . There \\'ill be a ke1'nolc
talk lr.nn Annc Sh:rI). Local Sl udics Libl.rri.rn. South Tyltcsidc MIJC \\rhich \\'ill c)'?lorc
thc issues of 1l:r.lirDcing (1uali1\'. cxpccLi'rtiolrs. outleach. parrtucrsllips allcl colrnlunity
cilgagemcnt in thc l.rc.' of decrcasiDg br.rdgels wlthout {oit-lg itrsalle. Leslcy Claint.
Archivist ancl Volnnleer Cool(lin.rtor lroltr Warwickshirc Cotrilly Ilecord Ofllcc, clcirls
wilh voluntccrs, discussing thc inv:rluitille contributiott the.y nrake to a busv archi\-e
sen'icc. In thc alie.Doon Jill B:rrbcr. He:1d of I Icritirgc Sen'ices, I lertlbrclshirc Archivcs
and lncal Studies. lalks on wh]-wc ncecl to raisc th(] pt ollle of Local Strtdics attd
how partncrslrip \\,orking can hclp us rlo il. Finally thcre is a session lcd by'l'racey
\\rilliams, l,ocal Sluclies I-ibrarian. Solihull MfJC on 'Birck to basics: exch:rnging i(leas
and sh.rring good praclicc. This is an iltforntal inlornlation cxcllallgc, rvhcrer srnall
groups will discuss thc things \\'e irt e all .loiltg th.rt may nol illvoh'c cxtcrDal lurldir-lg
bjcls or big lime coDsunring pl ojccls. Delcgatcs iu c irl\'ited lo llrillg along any exarnples,
Do rraller how sm:rll or )ou'kcy, that mal'bc ol interesl to sharc.

Thc AGM ol-the Midlancls ancl Alrglia srrbgroLrp \\'ill bc hclcl belorc tltc :rlterltoon
SCSSiONS.

F-or hrrlher inlorlr:rtion colrlact 'l l Llccy Willi.nrs at SolihLlll Cctttr:rl Libr.lrv, lel O 121

704 6976, crnail t\tr'illlams@sollhull.gov.uk

Our North West Subgroup is ilolding a Day School at ihe Lancashirc llecord Ofllce,
Presl(xr, on Tucscliry l3th C).rtober, \vith thc title "lncal altcl Fatrily HisloIy in thc
ModerI Wol ld". This is intcndecl as a gcrcr:il update 1bl pcolllc \\'orkil-lg in loca1

stuclies ancl c\.cn for-jntcrcstcd Lrsers. Thc sr.rbiccls coYeled will include local ancl
l.lilily history as it js plilctised 1o.lay. llasic .rnquiry 1e.llniqucs. nr:rps lrortr Cough
to 1he Ordnancc Surwcy, ttre nalllre of archivcs and lDaltuscrillL collections and a
tour behind thc sccrcs ol thc Ilecorcl Ollicc.

The speilkers are Alarl Crosby, local historiarl and author. Christirlc BIa.dleJ, Loc.rl
Sludies Librarian. Di:rn:r Winte.bolllanl. 1bl nlcr local llistot y lillrarian witll over thirty
yeirr s expericrlcc aDcl J:lcqui C.osbv, clcputy Archi\,is1, Lancashit c Rccord ()11ice.
'lhe AGM of thc North wcsl Subgroup l\'ill t:rkc place durilrg thc lunch break.

For further inforlnalioll contact Marrrcctr l]Llrrts a1 Tarmcside Local Studics :rnd
,AJ'chives Cenlre, 1el O 161 342 4242, tl11ail localstudles.library@tameslde'gov.uk
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FROM OUR SUBGROUPS

Our Mldlands and Anglla subgroup rel)olts th:rl rrrosl ol lts tirnc rccently has bccn
occupi( d in org?lnising llrc 2OO9 I)ay Sclrool. to l)(' I)cld in Nottinghirir in NovcDrl)cr

rrorc cletails clsewhcrc. 'l'hc la1( st Ncwslcttcr has l)cen issucd: il illcludcs al'ticles
by a Chilclr erns l,ibrariarl and i1rl ()ut otllolrrs Lcalnirlg Cl()ordiDal(r', showiug hou,
locill studies links in \\.ith wh.rt they clo.

'lhe North West srrbrlr or.rp hzrs also be.rn ilcliv(i. ln lhc spl.irlg it hcld ir wcll .rtten.lecl
day sr:hool rlI) bitsic archivirlg sl<ills Arrhiuir4l.,[or All. Whil(] it \\'as flinrcd iit lil)rary
stafl rr4ro also lrokl ar clrivc nral('riirl it also irItiacte(l l)col)lc fi (xlr local ltiston' s(x.ictics
with 1l)(:ir own ( ()llcctio)s of this Il)atcrial. It was lrcld a1 ih.r LJniversi(y (t Mancl lcstcr.
llhc sl)e kcrs in( luclccl l(i r t hilrinc (l.rrtcl . l lrc county Archiyis t 1or (;rca tc. M.rnclt (:s tcr
and corlsen'.ltoIs lionr (ir(i:rLcr lvlirlchcsl(t-arlcl l,ivcrpool ll(,cord C)flices. As n()led
elscwl'lcrc iln arlrlunlr) l)itJ' Sch(Jol is to lx hcl(l iD l)resl(rr. 'l]re suborotrl) Iras a
deljbcrirlc polic\' ol kccl)jng pric(.s lirr- coulscs lorv. so thal l)( ople caD allbr d to trrrnc
e\.cn il- no1 Iin;Lrttcd by 1h{:ir oDlt()ycrs. 'l lrc subgloup also cxjlacssc(l ils (,oncer rl
tllatthc i9l I (\'nsus \\'ill Dotl)cl(leasc(l on mi( r'()lillll an(l lrrgccl llr(.nati(nral l-SG
to lol)lI' tlte Nalidral Ar( hivcs on lhis issllt. OD a rrcn-c l)ositivc l)olo. it looks as il'
Nervslrlan N(r'1ll Wesl lily bar r ('\'ivr,al.

Thc Scottlsh sl r l)group. l,()cscol lel)orl s I lr( slrc( (.ss of l l rc 200!l l-ocal I Iisto \' \\fcck.
'l'his wirs on th(' thcnre ()l J Jorr{< {rni/lrJr .Sad lau t.J s Jii.slon/ in S..)lli-sll l,il)iarri(,s, aDCl

libralios fi'onl irll ovcl S(otlan(l look Jlarl, \\'i1h ir Yarieh ol-a.1i\-jti(s.'l'hcr Sl)ring
ciaY stlrool lhis ycar \\'ils (rr sh()l)s ancl sl)oppin1t. in lilre \\'ith l,ocs( ()1 s l)()li(-\' oI
choosirl{ al tol)i( \vhich r'olrcsyrorrrls willl thc llrcrrrc ol lllc ,re\t l,(ar-s Na(i(nlal
I-ibrary Wtich. Loascot t(x) is c()D((rDccl ()\'(r thc (lc(jsion ol lhe (l(.Dcral IlcAislcl
OIlicc Sc otlirncl nol to l)u])lish tll( consus (r) nricr()lilrn arn(l illso tlr:L{ access lvill bai
via I-{)(arl llisl(t-y Cenlres. \vlli(l) Ini{lrt (ut lo(al lil)r'rrics (Itl ol thc loop. lt is also
Icpoalc(l thall Sl'l)il Ca\lnagh llas ILlirc(l lia)nrth( l,tu Sco( ( ornnliltc(.irDcl as cditor
o[Lo(S(ot Magirzine alicl sevar-irl yaars scr\.i(]c.'l'lla new li(lit(' is Atni|tcla l,l()b11.

furd ... Locsao{ lras:r ncri, loQo.

Our n(\v Southern sub{r-oup, l-,S(; Soullr, hcld a nrosl srrcc(.sslirl cla}, <,,huut rt ,t,"
hrllcriirl \\/al Mllscunr jn Al)ril. I1 is ilol)(.(l lhal lllis \\,ill l)( tlrri lirst ol an annual
serics ()l dav s(ll()ols. Irl ir(l(ljlion llrc sulr{r-oul) is l()()kille lir| itle:rs lirr'otircr cYcnts,
andalsolixpcol>)crvhorvorrlcllik(l(J-jojn1lr(colDnrill((:tlr(.\'iLrap:ll(icu]arlr,, looliine
for rncrtrl.rcrs firrr:r Lonclorr ancl 1h( sLruth \\,ost ol-11)(,alr'i. I'loasc gct irl lotr(,lt willl
'l'on\- I)ilr n(x. al tony.pllmer@slough.gov.uk



MICIIAEL D DEWE I94O-2OOA

Local studics losl one of its chainpions with the Lrntimely death of Mikc Dewe in
Dccenlber 2OOB.'l'hrough his u'ritings, his Leaching ancl his work oll the Local Slrrdies
Group Comnjtlee, Mikc playcd a pivotal role in raising the prolile of loc:rl sludies
librarianship. His three books: the Manual oI Local Studies l-ibrarianship (1987);

Ircal slLrdies Colleclions: .r rnanual [199 ] Jand l-ocal Studics Co]leclion Management
(2002) were all scnlinal works. described by one colleaguc as'those wondcrhrl
books'. Besictes thcse, Mike $'as ir regular corltribulor to the Loc:rl Studies Librariall
on a variety of topics including Auslralian loc:rl strrdies arrcl popltlar culture. IIis
inleresls cxlended to prinied ephorera, especially in Wales arlcl lo skillie, the toPic
of his PhD. Ai thc sarre 1irne, hc cleveloped cxpcrtise in library planning on which
he wrolc two influcntiirl 1exts.

Mikc s carly carecr w.rs speDt in l-ondon public iibr.rries, wherc he soon developed an
intercst in local history. In the rricl l97Os, he took up a le:rching post at the College
of Librarianship Walcs- Fle remained ilr Aberyst$yth lor the rcst ol his career and
his subsequenl rctircmenl. Ilis tcirchilrg was cxuurplary and his studellts readil]'
apprcciated his dcdicalion and his colDrllitlllclrl 1o high standatds. Colleagucs
rcspccted Mikc lor his enLhusiasln and thc cxccllence ofhis tcacllitlg and research.
As air editor, Mike s scrlrpulous alLentiotr to cletail accolrlpalried supportjvc
cncouragencnt lvhen contributors faltercd. Above all Mikc rvas a really rlice pcrson
A Fr ancophilc, with a \\'idc range of intcrcsls iiom raDlbling to music guarantccd
conversation \vith Mike was ncver dull. I Ic was etliertainillg. inlorlned arld exccllcnt
company. I Ic w.rs exlrerrely inllr.renlial ill thc rcalrn of local studies alld will bc sorcly
missed. Wc cxtcnd our synpaihy 1o his lamily.

I)ia a Dixota. Southuold ,44lr-seunl

HELP WATIITED

'l'he Northanptonshire Rccold Sociel\'is lool(ing lbr a good homc lbr sornc ofits back
matelia1. This is relatccl to its -jou.nal l{ot lhoDPlonshi€ P.l-sl cttd Presenl: thcre
are about 350 copies togcthu \\'ilh thcir irssocialecl Printjng blocks. datirlg Dlainly
lrorn thc 1960s. 'ltey arc underslartdably loall-r to throrv thctll away. bul thcy haYe

r un out ol space. Is all)'one inter estccl, or do you knou' atryone who nlight b.:? 'l'ire

contact is Mr D I Iarrics, Secretary oI ttlc Norlhamptonshire Ilecortl Socicty, email
enquirles@ northamptonshirerecordsociety.org.uk

Wc hirvc had an enquily liurl Cl[,lP rrcnrber al-rd LIS studcnt a1 Aberyst\\,1rth, Atnber
d .\]rgelcs. As part of .ur assigruDcnt shc is evaluating oilline inlorrnalion r.irieval
systcrrs for a local history library r-lscr grorrp. At this stagc she is looking lor tlle user
nccds people havc whcn they arc looking 1o use a ncw III systenl isay a rrtrv ver sion
ol a search engiDc or a ne{, local history datab:1sd, lbr examplc cost, accuracy,
(letail etc ancl :rlso any necds thc library uscrs may have as rvcil. Sorne oI yott
nr?ry alread]'havc beer crorltactcd. II anyolle has irny ide:ls hcr contact addless is
ajdS@aber.ac.uk artd it woulcl bc l]elplul if shc coulcl reccivc .rnvthing by 16th
Septembcr.



NOTES AI\ID NEWS

The Local Studics Group is driliglrtcd to announce thirt $'c have Lt new Chairnran.
Hc is Terr]' llr:rchcr front Wiltshire I-ibr.rries, Ionnerly of Northarnpl onshirc. Terry
has bccn invoh'ed \r'ith lhc Micllancls :rnd Angiia subgr oup sincc its incepliot ancl
has bccn its representativc on the l-SC (lomnljtLcc. More recently he has been wcb
edilor Ior I^SG. though hc is norr looking lbr il sLlccessor. No (lorrbt Dlany ofyou nill
be meeting him al events in thc lutule. We wclcoDtc you rtrost urarDtly,'Ie.r1,. Thc
pre\'ious ChairlnaD, l)on Marlin, stoocl clo$.n bccausc having llorv r.ctircd li-()rn his
post in Flast Dunbartonshire hc Icll that as he u.as no longer in dity to diry touch \yi1ir
local studies (cxccpl lor his owrr rcsc.rrch) he slroulcl gi\.c up his post as Cthainnan.
lhough lor 1hc rrurcnt we \\.ill r ctaiD lhe benefil oi his l\.iclc experiencc .rs he will
bc continuing.rs ihc Locscot t-cp.escrrt.rLi\'c on the Co rnrittcc. \\re \\,ish lrint ir long
and haplly retirernenl-

Camdcn Locai Sluclics ancl Alchives Ccntrc r-q]ot Ls 1lta1 ov.ir I O OOO people visitcd
the Celrtrc in 2OOB 9, aln incrcase ol over 169'0 on the previ()us ycar. 1he rrurnbcr
of postarl cllcluiries \\,as (i()wn to alloul 2OO, l)ut thc llunlbarr oJ cncltriries by ernail
\\'as o\'er lbrrr tilncs as talrl : most of thern \vct c answcl-ccl \\,ilhilr thc wcek. 'l'licil'
wcb pages r cqistcrccl ovc.31 5OO hits, alt in..easc ol l9q0 over llrc prc\iorrs ye.rr.
Camclell cur.enlly has an iltrp.nla t cxhillition ]lased on tlrc /{ir.,/-s Cro.s.s Voices proiecl
bctrvccD 2OO4 :tnd 2008, usiltg or al history rccorclin{s collcctccl duridg thc proie.1,
along u'lth phoioqr.lphs altcl arld.r(,ls.'l'hc cxhibiti.rt .trlrs until 26 Seplc)nlbcr.. ll is
also noLccl thal 1hc Cclrtl.c has reccDily iltcrcrilsccl ils ol)tning hours.

Adver tiscrs Rilcy Durr ancl WilsoD ar-e pr oucl to lcil us thal 2OO9 Dtar.ks the .errl or:ul,
oflheir bincliDg operalions in Scollancl. llasr:cl in Falkirk, 1he c(rlllt.uty has scn,ercl
librar-ies thc lctrglh ancl lrr e:r<llir ol tllc UK an(l l)cl'o]trl, provi(ling library bin(ling
and rcbinding scn.iccs ancl ltook ilncl pal)cr ccxlser\-aliolt sctfices. Sincc 2OO8 they
havc cxpaildc(l thcir rallge of ser\-iccs to iltclu.le 1lr{: (ligital scanning ancl LrcsilDilc
rcllroducLion ol local stuclics diac(,lo'ics, rccords atn(l rrlal)s. Gcneral Managcr ancl
I)ircctor of Co-rscr1':rtiolt at l,'alkirk, Johlt PclIILln, B-oulcl lil<c to thaDk.rl1 lh.ir
clrstoDrcrs 1br thcir colttinuccl sul)l)or t.

HAVE YOU SEEN?

Skelrrrer.sr.lrrle lliblioqraplul. Corrytik cl bLl sla '-fi1nt t Sldttl.rsclele Libreru. Lanco-sJlire
CoLttttU Liltr rtrL| .tr.1 litfori1( ion SerL)icc. 2009. 13pp. !2.OO. A|ctilcLble.fronL
Slrc l,rtc r s del e Libr ar -q. Soi r/ /ll I ).rU, S/..,1rlc'r'sdcrlc. !V,NS 6r\t.

No lalgc s.ale histort' of Skelrnt:rsclalc has been Pulrlishccl siDc. 1970 so lillrary
stilfl have coDll)ilccl Lhjs contl).iill.nsi\.e billliogr-aphy 1o hcllt fi1l the gal). lt is laicl
out vcrl clcarly willl a uschtl inll-odtlali()lt whjch axplititls llrc arrangetrle i o[ thc
book ancl $'hat is. and is not. inclLrded. It trscs thc l-iln.asllir c County local stucli.rs
classilicartioD schel e ars a llasis altcl a co tpt chctlsivr' iltdcx :tlso allo$'s,seal ching by
subiect ancl authols'or cdjtarrs ltanres. l1 is basccl on tllLj llol(lilres art Skelltrersdalc
Librar y, but also gives advjcc olt ntalcrial hcld clsc{'hcrc. inalrrding thcr successor.
body 1o l lrc Conlttission on Nc$'Towlts as wcll as othcr Icr'orcl olliiers. libr.aries arrd
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local history societies. ll includcs au oLltlinc clcsct-il)1ion oI othcr sources helcl ai thc
library such as ccnslrs, parish rcgisters, photogr:rphs, newsPapcrs .ind tnaps An
enormous ainount of work has gone iDto this book picking uP rclcrcnces lo the to\!'r]
in a \\.ide rangc of publications inclu.ling joulnals and nlore gcneral books about
thc area. Mary references, cspcciirlly 1.) thc c.rrly hisiory of thc towt-I, ar-e hiddcD
away in lhesc mor c general rvor-ks and any scrious researchcr u'ill be g.atleflll to lhc
cornpilers for thcir hard work. This book is a vcry useflll starting poi t lor anyollc
wi[h iln ir]teresl itr Skrlnter-dalc.

Alice lrJck, 'I'6.fiteside Libt .Jlies

'l'he CILiP Iirlornratiolr Scrvices Groull l-rcld a succcsslni serllirlar on l:lnlily hislory
in Novorber 2OOB uudcr the leadcrship ol-Jolln Ilanson. It aimed to liivc libra.iltlls
an o\rcn-lew of resources ancl ltatcriarls irYililallle to tbose wishing lo rcsearch in
the subjecl.'l'his is a usclirl reporl on tlle procecdings. It includes rcfcrr:nces altcl
is lvcll worth reading.

Johrt Sheaf . Tlrc Hi.tlTuaq s e'r.l B.LJTD\L.S QI ] lQnV)Ion; o .shorl lislot LJ o-[ euery sl reet it1
Hefi7ploi. Borough of 't'.r-tickeirhom lrc.ri l-lislotg Socielu. 2OO9. 88pp l:j 50 {(1 OO

t1(:I posL.from I3o'l'l,l IS c/o l Th(1tne-s .Sl re.'l. Ll?tl1plotl, MiddlesexTWl2 2EA). h)aper
no.sB/. ISBN 978 O 903311 al 3

'i-his booklct pr o\-ides a short histolJ of evcry stl ce1 irl I lalllplon. 'lhe bounclarics
are clearly dclined aDd unlikc sutle works oI its type, lvhilc givillg a goocl cleal of
historical inlbr ation about older sLlecls. it also records iocaLiotr alrd rlanlcs ol
new strccts righL up to 2OO7: even though littlc infornlation is givelr about rcccnt
strccts. it provides a pictut (i of lhc dcvcic4)nreltl of thc arca over the ccrLulics. A
wiclc Var iely of sourccs indudiltg Pal:ish l ccol ds. cellsus rctLlrlls, clil ectorics rraps.
clcctorarl registers:rnd books have becn use(I.'l'l-lis is a usciul lhclual account ol lhe
arcir likely 1o be oI inLcr cst lo local arld lirlri]y llistoriarls. .rL lcast as a starLing point,
and thc sourccs noLccl will help iD hrr'lhcl slud\'.

Shlerl A. Rar/rlorlcl, llrc ccnsus laol I9 1 1 : .L guide .fot LlTe hie tl crQ

Iltxl!, Latlcashire; llte -Ftrtrill,r llisLotTt Porl'rersl:Lip, 2009. 52pP. S5.95 ISI3N 974
1 9062A0 16 L Sluarl A. ]?oylnon..l, Pan-sh re!/isters; c hi-stor!/ and guide BLtrLl,

Iturastrire: lfur Fcrrrilll lllslor-u Pat Lt Let slliP. 2009. 52pp.,f5.95. ISB I97B 19062A0
17 tt.

'lwo ncw books fronl the Fanlih-Hislory Partnership rlake a very wclconle addition
1o inlorn.rtion rcsoLrrces lor IarDily hisiorialrs. Thcir irulhor, SLuart Rayn1old, has a
comrncnclable l.ack record in producilrg authoritative and helPlul guides Lo aspccts
of gcncalogr and lhesc arc no exceplion. Thc vctunle on parish rcgisiers clarilics
thc complexities of thcir hjst(n] and what lhcy coilLain- Tltc Ilarralive is clcar:rDCl
packccl u'i1h useful cx.rnlplcs to illustratc thc tcxt. He proriclcs nunlerous lascinating
snjppets oI inforlr.rtiorl, as lbr exililrj)lc. irl tbc cigllteenth ccnLury hirll ofall marriirgcs
in London werc concllrctcd in the Flcct Prison.'lJre voluntc on the census follows i:l

\.ery sirnilar patto n. Agai bLlsic hisioric.rl inlbrmation on Lhe various ccnsLrses up
1o i9L l is givcn rvith clellr outlincs of thc inlbr nration thc'y cotrtain Likc the parish
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registers booklet, the text is enlivened with numerous examples based on transcripts
from census returns. wlrere both books scor.e is in their careful analysis of common
pitfalls in using the Draterial and suggestions of alternative strategies to overcome
the probienls. Helplul lists c)1 suitable websites give realistic indicatioDs of the likely
costs that will be incurred. The books are supported by bibliographies lor hrrLhcr
readin€. Both these modestlv priced books ofler. sound. realistic and eminently
practical guidance through compiex material. They should be at the fingertips oI all
those undertaking British lanlily historv research.

Diarla DLx:ol7. SouthlDold Mllselrrl
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