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EDITORIAL

Pcrhaps the llrst point to nrake is that \.vc rrrgently ncccl a new Honorzlry'lreasurer,
as adverLised elsewhcre in this isslre. Philip has served us most elficiently fbr the
past tlvelve years. but has now retired. and a replaccment is vital. Everyone on
the corn[rittce have thcir own responsibilities and we cannot eryect other pcople
to do this work as well as thcir o$'Il. We are a fiienclly and responsivc comnlttee

thinl{ about joining us.

Thc Committee has been spencling tirne on discussing the way forrvarcl ibr thc
Group in tcrms of services for our members and in the lighi of the new CILIP
setrlp. One concrelc decision is that therc shoulcl bc subgroups across the
wholc country. Our existing three aclive strbgroups rvork harcl in their areas
and therc arc proposals in train for two morc, in the North East ancl thc South
of Englancl, as you rvill scc in the notcs on the 'lrom our subgroups' page.
If you lvoulcl like thcsc to be est:rblishecl ancl help thern to be active contact
anne.sharp@southtyneside.gov.uk fbr thc North ltast or nwbriggs@pcintell.co.uk
fbr ttrc Soltthern srrbgroup.

One of thc liriltrlres ol local studics librariemship over thc last lew years hars been
a move towards a single clcpirrtment cncontpassing local stlldics, archives and
museunls and sometimcs others unck:r a narnc such as 'Heritzrge I)epartrncnt' and
this is something which can bc helpfrrl in bringing stalf together. Both librarics
ancl Iecord olllccs have bccn inunclatccl r)ver the past years by fnmily historians,
anrl coLrrscs intelrdc(l lirr both, such as that by the Socicly of Genealogists, can
be helpful in showing the potcnlial lbr coopcration. Oficn, in lect, thc nelv'l_ocal
Studics Centrcs' bring ttrc dilli:rent tlcpartntents togr:ther unclcr one roof and
this rrakcs cssential coopcration czrsicr to canl ollt.

Witlr the trenci, too, townrds what pcoplc ilre callir.tg I)eprofessioralisation' tlrcre
is a need lirr ktcal stuclics clepartncnts to publicise ancl market their scrwices
both within and without their:rlrthority. Although in a general scnsc CILIP acts
as an advocattc lbr libr.lry services. eurci the LSG Committec is discrlssing ihe
iopic, it is up to indivi.iuill libr:rrics to [lakc sure tl]at the authority, as ]vell
as thc public, kn<.^v what you clo. Onc goorl way of doing this is to enter lbr an
awarcl srl(:h iis orlr owrl McCullzL Arvarcl or tlrc Alan Bi{l Awards: clctails of both
arc givcn elservhcrc in this issue. F-ro[r these you can generatc a goocl cleal of
local prrblicity in the loczrl media. But howevcr you do it, by articles in tltc local
press or issuing a ncwslctter, rnake sLlre thai people know.lboLtt you.

Ancl a remindcr: yorr ctur ahvi1ys lind out about thc Group's aclivities in our wcbsite,
http://www.cilip.org.uk/specialinterestgroups/bysubject/localstudles



GOING DIGITAL: DIGITISATION AltlD THE
COLLECTION
J\LI Bqrber

LOCAL STUDIES

LSG North West held a successfttl day school on digitisation 2l November
2007 .

The venue was Cheshire Record office and this is a report of the procccdings

Mapplng Victorian Cheshire: Cheshire's Tlthe Maps Online
Paul Ne\,vman. Senior Archivist at Cheshire .rnd Chester Archives zrncl Local
Studies, began the day by outlining ar grouncl breal{ing projcct to digitise the
county's tithe maps (ancl apportiorlments) ancl nrakc then availilble onlinc
Tithe maps, produced as a rcsult ofthe Tithc Cornrnutation Act of 1836, provicle
a unique snapshot of lancl orvnership. occtlpancy alrd lurncl trse in ttngland
and Wales. 'lhey arc often the carliest large scarlc nrzrp of a rvhole palish or
township, most drarvn up bctween 1836 and 1851.

Thc project began by identifying thc need lbr onlinc access. 'fithe In?rPS elre

an importirnt sotrrce lbr thc history of urny cottrrty. incllrding house history.
lamily history, lancl usc .rD(l o\\,'nersltip, rights of way zlrtd archaeolos/. 'l'hcy

link with the dcvelopment of thc rzlilways. irncl can be ttselirlly t:orrtparccl rvith
the fist largc scale OS rrarps, which begin fbr nrost cotrntics in ihc 187Os. User
f-eedback demonstratcs the clemand for rclnole access and online content, anci
there is also a nccd to presclve thcse inrportanl ntarps. Only threc t rlpics were
marde of cach rnap and not all of these suI vivr'. They arc oltcrt cxtrenrely litrge,
?rnd their size m.lkcs them r.rnwicldy arncl prone to d:rnlirge when handlcd. The
tithe apportionment data is rtot easily ac(ressiblc as it is :rrr.rngcd alphabeticirlly
by lar]dou.ner, not by plot number. Digitisation enirblcs the data to be scarcl.rccl
arnd sorted in :r number of ways.

Consultation rvith uscrs and stakeholdcrs rvas .rn important part of th.r projcct
at every stagc of its developmcnt. 50% of Lrscrs constllted at thc bcginniug of
the pr()jcct lvere not elwarc of tithe merps, rvhich helped dcrrtonstrate the v;tlue
ol thc project in tcrms of promotion and access. l"rinding of 

']l59,OOO 
was

arvardecl by thc Heritage l4ttery Fund in April 2OO5 to cleliver kc'y projcct aims
These rvcre to: encourage nlorc people to bc involved in thclr hcritage; conserve
and cnhance our divcrsc heritage; makc sure that cvcryone can learn abortt,
have access to and enjoy their heritage. To meet thcse ainrs it was proposed to
recruit voluntcers for data entryl cortsell,/(' maPS irl Poor condition (as part of
match llnding); ancl crcate learning rcsources tbr primzrry schools. Archivcs
irnd Local Studics acted as prol'ect sponsor, clrawing up the spccification for
the website, inputting into specifications for contractors, and managing the
volunteer project. Cheshire County Council Infbrmation Services acted as
project managers for the digitisation process, and cleveloped thc website

The volunteer projcct lvas crucial lbr receiving funding. Volunteers to input data
were recruitcd through the Cheshire Voluntccr Bureau and a message posted



on Rootsweb. More than 80 'remote volunteers were recruited from all over
tlre UK, the US, Australia and New Zealand.'l'he tithe apportionments were
already on microfiche, so these were copied ard sent by post for volunteers
to work on at home, using an Excel spreadsheet. Four 'internal' volunteers
checked the data against the originals, which was extremely time consuming'
ald two members of staff were involve d in managing the volunteers, setting
guidelines arld quality control, Volunteers rvere also used to test the website

Digitisation ofthe maps was carried out by contractors, but as the work came
in at under S50,00O there was no need to go to tender. Suotes were sought
from three companies, but only two contractors were prepared to do the work
involved. The company chosen was Digidata Technologies, who used a rig
designed for the coal mining industry, which was large enough to capture
maps up to 4 metres long and 3 netres wide. Maps were sent by courier to
Mansfield. There rvere three main elements to the digitisation process: image
capture, geo-referencing and the creation of polygons.

The first stage was to capture images as'nFF ffles for preservation, copy these
as JPEGs, alrd Gls-ready one kilometre tiles. The original TIFFS were then
used to add geo-references, so that maps could be cross-referenced to OS and
other maps. The most time consuming stage tvas the creation of polygons,
which involved drarving round the outline of every plot, to enable linkage rvith
apportionment data.

Suality control issues were about stitching (making sure images within and
between maps joined up correctlyl; colour balancing (between in]ages of thc
same map); and checking metadzrta (for example is the file name correct?]. A
problcm with checl(ing was the time taken to open images (up to lO minutcs
fbr ir JPEG, and longcr for n TI I'-l'-). lt lvas not possible to chcck everything and
it had to bc accepted that nrinor errors rvoulcl rct)ain to be colTccted over the
ncxt two to three years. All the maps:rrc joincd up, tvhich is a great advantagc
over thc originals, but somctirnes where parishcs join streets clo not match up.
Thcsc have been lcft lbr thc user to intcr?ret as it shows thc problem of the
odginal rnaps, wherc sul vcying nray not havc bccn as accuratc.

In clesigning the website, spccifications werc basccl on other historic nlaps sites,
although none linkecl to apportionment data. The models usccl were Nor-folk
Fl-map ttxplorcr (http://www.historic-maps.Norfolk.gov.uk/EmapDxPlorer.
asp) and Dorset Co:lst Digital Archive (wvrw.dcda,org.uk). 'fhis rvas cleveloped
internally rvtrir:h rvas an advantagc in comnuni(tation between Archives and
Local Studie s and Infirrmation Services. A disadvantage was that it was easy to
get carried arvayl It was clifficult to know rvhen to stop, as developmcnt could
continuc to be reflned. cspccially through Lrscr consultation. Fortunately new
technoloAy nrcant savings in thc digitisation proccss, which enabled rnore to be
spcnt on website devclopnlent. The websitc development cost as nluch as thc
original digitisation process.

I



The website can be viewecl at http:,/,/maps.cheshire.gov.uk/tithemaps. tt
has an amazing variety of options. Uscrs can compare tithe rnaps to OS uraps
(6" to mile) and aerial photographs; llncl out rvho orvnecl and occupied each
plot of lald; search for individu.lls; ancl krol< 21t p:rtterns of land use. The
only infbrmation frorn the apportionrnents )t available is the tithe payable.
which was not of interest to uscrs and rvoulcl havc been dilficr.rlt to recor(I. A
'shorv more' facility cnable s maps to be colour- coded by oll1rcrs (top 10 irs
limitecl r.rnge of colours); occupiers; ancl land use, which was sinrplillccl in
consultation with Archaeolog/.

Searching is by o,"r..ner, occupicr, plot nlrnrber ancl place. A plot name search
is useful tbr archaeologists and for rights of way. For example a search firr
'hungry' revealed three plots which incluticd that tcrrn. Search results can be
savcd to a spreadsheet. I,-ree printouts of rvhat you can see on screen can be
printcd out, ancl high quality prints ordcrccl lronr Cheshire record olhce.'lhere
is also advice about obtaining copies of OS nraps and aeriirl photographs.

Future developmcnts will include more contextual inlbrmation, pagcs lbr
primary schools clevelopecl througll thc Lcarning Links progranrrne with the
History Adviser, and ir ta(-'ility lbr uscrs to contribtlte to the site, feeding back
what they have discovercd.

In tcrns of sustainability storage is ir kcy issuc. Thc TIFF files take up 210
gigabytcs of space, trncl are kept on an extcrn.tl hard drivc. A separate server
stores the JI'EGS and GIS tiles. In the long term the data will bccourc part of
the Council's GIS systcm.

This is an ouist.udingly successfrtl ancl innov;itive projecl which can acl as
a model lbr othcr:ruthodties.'lhere are plans irtbot in thc Soutlt Wcst rcgion,
and Yorkshire. By giving us such a vision of whilt can bo achicvccl, Chcshire
has certainly set the st.ud.ud fbr thc hriurc.

Digitising a photographic collection
Ian Smith, rvhose company I lorrse of Imagcs (sct up in 1994) h:rs a goocl

track record of digitising local stlrclies photographic collcctions, introduced
us to some of thc projects he has done Lrsing wcb basccl onlinc software. His
cornpany has cligitised collcctions lbr t{irklees. Derbyshire .rnd Nottinghiul's
Picture the Past, ancl Uarnct. 'lhc imaging sot-tware packagc is stored on thc
company's server, to make it casicl lo sort out problems, bttt libraries can add
new images thcmselves. Coogle analytir:s providcs uscr statistics for libraries,
including a map showing the world\vicle sprcad.

Kirklees has an additional 'Can you help page?' which cncourages user
feedback, giving additional information about the imagcs. This seenls an
excellent lacility. Although it does take stalf time to reply to uscrs, it is a good
evallration tool to clernonstratc how the site is being ttsecl.'lo search across a
number of collections, imagc databases can be linkecl to the t)eoplc's Nctwork
Discover http://www.peoplesnetwork. gov.uk/discover,



'From Weft and Warp to world wide web'
Diana Rushton, Community I listory Manager for Blackburn and I)arwcn,
introduced 'Cottonto\\.'n a NOF digitisation project http://www.cottontontn.
org.'fhis fivc ycar projcct w.rs part of a wider consortium 'Spinning the Web'
with Manchester, kicester and Calderdale, fundcd by NOF for two years. In
2002 Cottontorvn rcccived an arvard of 

',2O2,OOO. 

'fhis paid for three PCs and
three scanners. A content Management System rvas acquired, costing about
S30,0oO, and contractors appointed {br the digitisation: House of Images for
photographs, and i-Base for artelacts and paintings. The library and museum
workcd in partnership with local companies including the local newspaper,
digitising their images. About 2O,OOO photographs, newspaper articlcs,
broadsheets and posters werc addecl to the site. Cop).right release forms were
used fbr rlonors of text ancl im.lgcs, and watermarking software used.

Marketing and publicity werc crrrcial to the succcss of the project, and ncw
initiatives arc constantly ncedcd to reliesh the site and keep users coming back.
Uscrs can send ?i postcard using an image from the wcbsite, and requcsts lbr
im.rges fronl ncwspapcrs ctc help to hrnd the site, which costs about S6,OOO a
year to maintarin.

The wcbsitc was linkcd to outreach aclivities such as f)own Memory Lane'
reminiscenccs. and Heritage 'l'ow.n 'l-rails involving local civic ancl local history
socielies-

what makes a good website?
As a family history tutor trncl arverrd-winning website creator, Gay Olivcr sharecl
hcr insight into what nrakcs n goo(l rvcbsitc. I-[er list of dos'included

. Makc it.lynarnic itrrrl activc

. Contcnt to kccp pcoplc coming back

. Facility to n(ld uscr corrtent/l-ecclback

. Storybo?rr(ling or orgilnisation charrt

. No nrore thitrt 2/3 clicks

. Contont rcgularly update(l

. Goocl links

. Usc of whitc spa(-'e

. High googlc rating

. Flasy to gct birck to horne page

Things to avoid arc

. 'l'oo nlrctr lext or taking too long to loa(l

. Too busy ancl bad colour contrast

. Music you carl't turn oll'

. Last up(latcd in 2003!

. l]roken links

. 'loo ntuch jzugon



. Getting lost!

. Frames (very old fashioned now)

As examples of good practicc she cited The National Archives {atthough thc
search facility is not highlighted enough from its horne page), Cheshirc BMD,
Rootsweb and Genuki - especizrlly the Gazettecr which leads to a nrap - although
maly people don't Iind it!

This was a really useful day school, alcl as ahvays one ofthe highlights was the
opportunity to talk to other people and glean ideas. 'fhis was how I heard abolrt
Traflbrd Lifetimes, an excellent database produced by Traford Local Studies
that deserves a mention http://www.trafford'gov.uk/content/tca/ -lhere

are so marly cxciting digitisaiion projects going on across the collntry and I for
one was inspired to go away and get started!

JilL Barber is Heritage Seru{ces Manager. HertJorclshtre ArcliL)es and I/JcoL
Sfudie-s

HELP WANTED

Graham Cornish. who manv will remember as a lbrmer Prcsiclent of
the Library Association, writes:

I have just started a project in conjunction with the Transport 'licket
Society to identify collections (or evcn indiviclual itcms) of railway
tickets in library and archivc collections. Althougtr rnany librar
ies/archives often say they have tickets it is difficult to obtain more
detailed infbrmation. I shall be sencling out a one page questionnairc
ovcr the next fcw weeks but if any rnernbcls of the I-ocal Stuclies
Group know of such collections or intel:esting itcms I wollld bc very
grateful if thcy coulcl let mc know, giving cither somc indication of
the nature of the collection or an cmail address to nake contact lbr
further details.

Any inlbrmation will be very wclcome. Pleasc contact mc at
Graham@copyrightclrcle.co. uk



DIGITISING LOCAL STUDIDS IMAGES: THE CAMBRIDGESHIR.E
EXPERIENCE
Sue Martin

Cambridgeshire Archives ancl Local Strrdies runs its ou,.n in house digitisauonunit,
the FSB Scanning Bureau, which was originally set up in 2003 as aNOF fundcd
project within the County s Lleritage Department to digitise itcms rclatcd to thc
Fens. when this project. which created about 5OOO irnagcs, was completed,
the Bureau was transf-en-ed to the Archives ald Local Studies Department
to do work fbr theur as well as tbr other council clepartments. From here the
Bureau graclually expancled to take digitisation orders fiom a rangc ofextcrnal
customers including archives, libraries and museums. Over the past flve years
it has gathercd a wealth of experience on the digitisation of heritage resources,
incLrding archaeological finds, parchment maps, bound historical volumcs,
archival documents of all sorts. photographs of all agcs and sizcs, glass plate
negatives, and rnuscum objccts. What is striking about thc last five years,
however, is the groMh in local studies digitisation, so much so th;rt the brrlk of
our day-to-day work in 2008 is undertaken for local studics libraricb.

The Rrst nlajor local studies resource we digitised was fbr the Cambridgeshire
Collection, based in Cambridgc Central Library.'lhc Collcction holds a quarter
ofa million ncgativcs clating back to thc l9th ccntury. The photographic studio
olJ. Palnrcr Clarkc, situated in Post Offlce Terrace. Cambridge, rvas in business
lrom the l89Os to the l93Os. lt was then taken ovcr by L€ttice Ramsey and
llelen Musprzrtt, who continuecl in busincss until thc 1970s, during which time
they built rlp a national and international reputation as being the Cambridge
photographers. Dui'ing the i94Os they photographcd many scrving mcmbcrs
ol thc US arnrccl forcc-s bascd ir.r thc Carnbridgeshire area so that they could
send prints back to their thmilies back horne, showing them happy and
rvell. In 2006, to nrark the 60th annivers.rry of thc Amr:ricarns dcparturc, we
digitisccl thc conplctc sc1 of photogralrhs oI USAAF airmen and ainvornen. The
Carnbridgeshire Collection made thern availirble on a dedicated website called
America in Carmbriclge I 9,1 I 1946. http://hipweb.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
cambscoll/airmen.html, rvtrich was laurichccl at thc Arncrical Air Nluseum at
Drrxfbrd on 22 Februixy 2006.

Equipment and standards
Wc usc a Bcltcr Lighi cligiial scan bzrck 21n(l .r l2rrgc lbrnat 4xll camera attachecl
to a copystand to create irnages of large or lragile iterns, such as rolled parchment
maps and archaeological artclacts. The Victorian style bellows camcra, cspccially
designcd for usc rvith digitzll bachs: it looks lihc somcthing from the lgth
century, but thc bellows give fhr grcater control over perspective ancl plane of
lbcrrs than is possible \.vith a norm.rl digital camera. With the Bctter Light scarr
back lvc (--an crcatc llawlcss digiial imagcs wiih unintcr?olatcd pixel data up
to 6000 x SOOO pj-\els (48 regapixcls) or interyolated plxel data up to 9000 x
I2OOO pixels {t08 megapixels).Chr ,A3 phrs l.-ujilrilm llatbed scanncr crrablcs
us to originatc irnagcs lrom thc $'idest possiblc rangc of itcn)s, including paper



documents, glass slides .rnd photographic negatives. The v.rst majority of the
digitisation work we undertakc lbr local stttclies llbrarics is carried otlt on this
scanner, mainly becausc the jobs usually involvc glass plate neg.rtivcs, nitr:rle
negarives. ur olhcr flat [ormats.

The [raster digital images createcl by thc I'-SB Scanning l]ureilu rncct the
standards tbr digitisation laicl dourr in NoF-digitise Technical Standards and
Guidelines Version 5, l.ebruary 2OO3. The items are scanr]c(l or photogr.rphecl
at original size at 3O0 dpi (60O dpi for smaller or morc detailed originills), unlcss
otherwise agrecd with our customers. Colour irnages are creatcd in Adobe RGB
1998 colour space. The ma,ster irnagcs are supplied in uncorlpresse{l TII'-l'- filc
fbrmat. We make no altcrations. enhancemenis, improvenlents or alny othcr
changes to the mastcr images unless othcnvisc agreed lvith the clrstonrer. We

can also supply inrages in many othcr file tbrmats, including CllF, JPG, BMP,
PICT. PSD and Pl)f-.

In creating many large TIFI,- images, storagc space was a vital issuc wltich neecled
to be addrcssed from the outsct. At present otrr files sit on a tcrabyte seryer ilnd
czu be accessecl easily by our snrall team. Our policy is to keep images proclucecl
lbr external clicnts lbr one month, giving thc ctlstomer tinle to orgar-rise secure
storage for themselves. Wc will prlrchase more sefvcr spacc as we continLrc to
digitise our own iterns.

The past two years has see a growing clenrancl lbr retou(-'hing rvork on sntashccl
or damaged originals. By using orrr Aclobe I'hotosl]op skills we are .lblc to crcate
new versions of originill inages which hirvc unsightly cracks or spots removed.
'l'his rvork is always carricd out on a copy of thc imagc, ncver on the mastcr
TIFF scan.

l ork for external local studies teams
Alter the American Airrrlen lve urovecl on to cligitising other Rantsey arncl Muspratt
negatives hcld irt the Cambriclgeshirc Collection. To cl.rte wc harvc scannecl iit
least 6,000 negatives. many of wtrich .rre avail:rblc on a website rrrn by thc
Cambridgeshire Collcction.

In 2006 wc digitised a collcciion of postcar{ls helci by Bcxlcy Local Studies and
Archivc Centre. lmagcs of thc postcar(ls arc norv irvailable online through their
rvebsite, http: //archives.bexley,gov.uk. wc are currently scanning more
postcards and glass plate negatives fbr Bcdey.

Wc are also scanning a collection ol 2,7OO 35rnn slides tbr anothcr London
Borough, and have completed .1 tricky or{ler oI scanning nitrate negatives lbr
a Cambridge college. 'lhc digitising ol the nitratc nccessitated implcmcnting
special health and s:rfety procedurcs. 'lhc college s plan rvars to clestroy the
original nitratcs alter scanning, which rlreans that the digital copies we created
are now the only sui-viving vcrsions of these imagcs.



Some thoughts on digitisation
The advantages of high qualiq/ digitisation are now very well known: thev ir.rclude
lhe ability to allow rvrdesprt.ad renlote lcc|ss to colleclrc,ns. rhe ahiliry to have
catalogucs linkcd to thumbnails of the items themselvcs, and.the ;bilitv to
provide safe access to the image lvhile minimising access to the original glass.
The issue for many libraries is whether to purcha.se the eqllipment so that the
scanning can be done in housc, or rvhcther the irreplaceable original material
can be safely entmsted to an extcrnal scanning unit. IIere at Cambridgcshire
Archivcs ancl Local Studies we lrave a<lopted the policy of buying our own
equipment and professional cxpertisc, and then offering our scrvices to other
local studics libraries and record olliccs on a chargcd b;sis.

By eldopting this approzlch we gain increased cxpericnce in the digitisation oflocal
studies materials, whilc cxternal local studics librarians can have confidence
in the fact that we are not a colrmerci.tl cornpany but are instead a National
Archivcs recognised local etuthority archives senice with sccure strongroom
accomnrodation, run by prof-essional librarians and archivists.

The FSB unit is small: I am the only litll time photographer in the bureau, and
we have had to turn do\rn somc jobs becarrsc they were simply too largc for us.
Ilowcver, wc haye built up a hcalthy working relationship with local stuclies
librarizms ovcr the past tbur years. something which was not foreseen when the
Bureau w.rs originally set up.

Other challenges rvhir:h rve have ovc.comc in the coursc ofdigitisation have bcen
learning to stitch togcther rnultiple scans li-orn large maps using photoshop,
and getting to grips rvith colour managcment in ordcr to produce true_colour
files a.cl pri'ts of thc original crocurncnts. scans to be stitchecl neecl a one-third
ovcrlap. zrnd this has to be takcn into accorrnt when photographing the original
clocument. 'l'he largest numbcr of scans we have joined togethci to crc;e l
singlc inagc is sixtcen. This was Ll tinlc (.onsuming jub tjt took over a wcck,
and neccssitatcd the purchasc ot lr rrcw cornputerl brrl gave us skills which wc
enploy nror-e and more.

Creating authcntic colour copics was intportant when wc were askecl to providc
exhibition imagcs fion our own collections tbr thc yale Center for British Art
in Conneclicllt, ard rvhen we produced postcr size image files frorn over 7OO
35mm slides fiom the Royal Society of Chemistry,s Rose Collection. We are
also occasionally asked to create images fbr publications ancl lbr tclevision
programmes, such as Sotheby's catalogues, Wimpolc I IaJl cxhibition catalogues
and BUC docLrmcntaries; our understancling of colour profiles and monitor
calibration is essential for these tasks.ln 2006 I was honourecl to be l-eaturccl
in the Ml-A Think l)igital resource pack whcre I shared my knowledge of how
to digitise ihe 35urm strips of thc USAAF airmL-n nnrl airwomen. I came to our
team having completcd a photography clegrce as a maturc studcnt. arld now thc
years ofexperience gaincd liom working with archival documents has increasecl
my skills and given me an understanding of working with and photographing



materials that are unique, precious and irreplaceable. I am aware that I am not
only capturing an image for today but preserving it in its current condition for
the future.

Ifyou would like to know more or see examples ofwhat we do please email us at
fsb@cambridgeshire.gov.uk <mailto:fsb@cambridgcshire.gov.uk> or look at our
web pages at http:,//www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/FsB/.

Sue Martin is Photographer ctnd Techntcictn, Cemblidgeshire Archiues Qnd l-ocal
Studies

NEW GENEALOGICAL PG COURSD FOR LIBRARIANS AT
STRATHCLYDE
Bn-Lce Durie

The innovative postgraduate professional qualifications in Genealogical Studics at
the University ofstrathclyde are recognised as Sollndbreaking and innovative This
article qxplains thc rationale, the outcomc and the implication for librarians.

The genealogical world has changecl. The availability of many [pes of rccord on
the internet Fom public and private bodies - has meant tiat alnost everyone has
access to a vast wealth of data. The clays :Lrc gone when someone researching a
famity iree had to visit Edinburgh, lslington or Kew, or hope that thcir local library
had microfilm and microliche copies of vital records fbifih, me]rriage, death or tsMD)
amd censuses.

I-ocal and Family Studies librarians (and ar-chivists too) have always been a vital link
in the chain helping to connect pcople with the p:rst. However, the level of customer
service and engagement has changed in recentyca-s from a rather gnrdging {in some
places!) one record at-a-tirne and no you carl't copy-anl,thing atLitude to the current
situation where most are generous with their time and rcsolrrces in answering the
most diffuse ofqueries, producing newspapers, v.tluation rolls, local clirectorics and
all the other tools for Lhc cnquirer.

There is no quesuon - genealog/ is the new Rock'n'Roll, and this does affect thc
work of librarians. The populariq/ of programmcs such as WTro Do You Thirtk You

Are and my own D(?g ing tJp YoLlr R@ts has fostered an unlbrlunate belief that it is
possible to turn up at almost any library or archive and be presented, in seconds,
with a compiled pedigree or a set of recorcls surttmadsing a particular tarnily history
back to the year dot. The more naive visitors are puzzled and occasionally upset that
it's not as easy as it looks when "tl-rat bloke on the telly" does it. But in the main,
the enquiries tend to be a bit more focussed it used to be "l think my granny was
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born in Heckmonclwyke" but now tttey comc armed with datcs, places' certificates
and computer-generated pedigrees. and want to access more iniormation via the
library's PCs or seek out less obvious sources only held locally. Often the queries are
sophisticated and well-formed: "t'd like to see the Baron Cour-t Rolls for the period
after Enclosure, please'! I have been rvorking closely with local libraries notably in
Perih ancl Fife - to digiuse and web enable the genealogical irrformauon they hold
(newspaper index cards, electoral registers, school rolls etc.). Users now expect such
material to bc ordine ancl accessible both in the library and liom home. Many libraries
now have sophisticated l,car-ning Centres which do a brisk trade. A welcome spin-off
is that the tibrarians and archivists concerrretl find their iobs more sausfying.

This has also impacted on the work of profcssional genee{o$/ researchers, There is
less call for "spool turning", or visits to the National Archives or county repositories
to dig out wills, deeds, heraldic arrnorials and thc like, by someone based in or near
a major ccntre like Kerv, Eclinburgh or York. Much of the spadcwork can be done
remotely by private individuals.

From providing a fairly basic hut specialisecl) record-hunting service, the professional
researcher's job is now often one of 'Conslrlting Genealogist" - taking existing
pedigrees. biographies and family histories and either confirming or disproving parts
ofthem (usually both!), correcling errors and misapprehensions, adding information
liom non-internet or Iess well-known sourccs and providing context. There are still
some clients who nccd to be disabused of the idea that they are direct descendants
ofBonnie ltincc Charlie, Willi.ur thc Conq(teror or one particular Roman Centurion,
but many harve just been misled by the vzlrious spr.lrious gencalogies written at tie
turn ofthe 2oth Century, wrong inlbruration posted on websites and their own leaps
of faith.

One far-reaching irnplication of the gcnci]logr revolution is that Ircal Studies Libraries
now have to unclcrstand a lot about the practice of genealogy aLnd the nature of the
record sources, as the sophistication and volume of the enquiries increases. And,
ofcourse, the day is coning when librzxics, archives and Registrar's Olhces will be
expectecl to collaborate rneaninghrlly tur local "Cencalog/ Campuscs".

It was a recognition of this and other changcs that led us to develop the Postgraduate
CertiJicate and Postgradrtate Diploma in Genealo$cal Strrdies (with a Masters planned
to follow). Aimccl squarely at thosc lvho already usc, or would ljkc to use genealogical

tools and tcclrniqlres in their rvork. or who might like to prof-ess GenealoEX/ as a career,
the first Camplls bascd PGCert course star'ted in January 2OO7 and lrom January
2008 is running in boti Campus and Ordine tnodcs.

There's no question it's intensive. Campus-based PGCert. Studcnts attend
approximately 11 Saturdays fiom January to June (about oncc a fortnight) and
there a e optional but highly rcconurended visits to the Mitchell Library in Glasgow
and to the General Re$stcr Office of Scouzmd and the national Archives of Scot-land
in Edinbur€h. Beyond this, there is an expectation of some 2O hours per week self-
study and assignments to complete. There are Assignments smaller tasks which are



designed to check understanding after each l-ecture or Session ilnd four sct-piece

Asseisments: an Ancestor Study; a Descendart Sfudy; a Palaeographic and l-atin

exercise (typically, a will or tcstament to deciphcr); arld a major I'roject choscn by
the student, with guidancc, to be submitted in late August

Or ine sfudents follow exacfly the sirmc schedulc and havc the sarrle Assignments

and Assessments. Both Campus based and Online studcnts havc access to all the
course materials via the University's Mrtual Leaning Environment [VLE), and a]l

contribute to Discussion Groups ancl othcr online collaboration.

The Postgraduate Diploma [Pcl)ip] is less intensive in terlns ofscssions, but no less

so in its expectations. From 2OO8-2OO9 (January 2OO9 staft) there will be six guided
"6tudes" to complete and a Dissertation. Entry to the Postgraduate Diploma is after
successful completion of the Postgraduate Ccrtficate, a]ld invitation

As for coverage, the PGCert deals mainly, but not exclrrsively, with British subject
matter The PGDip takes these subjects furthcr alrd addrcsses ovcrseas records and

sources in more detail.

A number of librarians have taken or are ta ring the course las well a.s archivists,

lawyers, teachers, existing professional gcnealogists and othcrs) and have found
it has improved their career prospects, given them the abiliq' to specialise ard
generally enhanced their liveslA major outcome is not only their sense ofprofcssional
iompetence ald confidence, but the posscssion of a recogniscd qtlalification has

proved persuasive in enhancing exisungjobs, ch.rnging ajob descriptions or applying
for new posts.

We are commonly asked "Mttst I havc an undcrgracllratc degree to apply for the

postgraduate courses?". The answer is ihat Strathclyde is a university which
ir-r.o.r.oges o..."" and provides "uselirl learning" as it has done since 1 798 , which
pred:rtes the Univcrsity of lrndon (it rvas the placc where Dr Birkbcck learncd his
trade). Therelbre we take all prior qualiflcations and expericnce into account Existing
students range from those with a couple of degrees, a Masters ald a prol-essional

qualilication through those with no tcrtiary education but qualifications arld
experience in (say) librariarship or museum curation' to those with no education

post 16 but a demonstrable understarding of arld genuine talent for thc subjects

\ltrat we rcquire is cvidence of study skills, good IT abilitJ' and irn undcrstanding of
what's involved.

Of course, not everyonc rvill want to commit to a full academic yeilr of par't time study
at this lcvel. For that reason, Strathclydc colleaguc Gr-aharn Holton (.llso a Univcrsity
Librarian)is designing a set ofshorler, tailored CPD courscs for librarians aswell as

for archivists, teachers, registrars and tourist guides. We also have one clay Summer
courses plus a range of evening and weekend provision throughout the year' which
can be taken informally or for Open Studies credit

There is more information at wwq''c['strath.ac.uk/genealogs/ where a I landbook
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and FAg document can be downloadccl. Anyone thinking about applying should
read these. then contact elaine,richman@strath.ac.uk lbr more information if
necessary.

Dr Bruce Durie CBt) I FlBrrl FI,s ISASco t is Course Dtrector' GenectLogicaL Studtes aL lle
Cenlre Jor Lifebng le(:rrt:ing, LlriuersitA oJ Str.ttlrcIAde. IIe is crl.so ueLL l<ttotunJor his
krcaL history b{nks, genealogicaL articles curd oppearonces on BBC Rodio Scotlcn l's
Wging up Your R@ts, and A Horese Mth A Past.

NOTES AI|ID NEWS

The Society of Genealogists is to hold a full day course' 'Genealo$/ lbr
Librarians ancl Archivists', on Monday 3 November 2OO8. Organised by
Else Churchill and I)oreen Hoprvood, the aim is to work with those in thc
fielcl: the colrrsc will be suitable both for those with littlc expericnce or for
thosc who wish to extencl their exi sting knowlcdge and understancling of the

subject. As active participation will be encouraged, places will bc limited
The programme covers Repositories, national and local; gencalogical sources

and materials; and the main genealogical organisations, as well as a session

on 'localising the clusive ancestor'.

Further information lrom The Society of Gcnealogists at www.sog.org.uk

I
I

HONORARY TR-EASURER NEEDED

Philip Thomas, the t-ocal Studics Group's I Ionorary'lreasurcr, has now
retired from the contmittee and we are thcrefore urgcntly looking for
a new Treasurer. The Local Studics Group is a tiiendly group and we
would warmly welcome new committee members. Playing an active rolc
in a Special Interest Group offers rtseful tlcvelopmcnt opportlrnities,
particlrlarly for anyone rvho may bc Ch:rrtering or Revaliclating You
do not neccssarily necd llnancial expericnce to be Trcasurer and there
would be plenty of slrpport lrom other committee nternbcrs.

If you are an LSG membe r anrl you feel that this position might suit yolr
and you would like to contribute in this way to the work ofthe national
committce of this livcly Group we woulcl be very plcasecl to hcar from you.

For lurther details contact the Honorary Secretary' Helen Pyc Smith,
The National Archives, Kcw, Richrnond, Surrcy, TW9 4DU or email her
at helen.pye-smith@nationalarchives. gov. uk
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I,OCAL AND COMMI]NITY HISTORY MONTH IN STAFFORDSHIRE
I0J1 IlurleLt

StalTordshire Librirry ancl lnfbrmation Seruicc nlarked ltcal :urcl Communiq/ I listory
Month in Scptenlber 2007 with a rangc ofevents intendcd to celebrate the importance
of conxnunity cohcsion, the promotion of citizenship and lbstering a scnse of place.

In 2006. 600 pcople had attcrldecl events throughout public libraries in Staflbrdshire
during l-oc:rl and Community History Month, and the targct in 2OO7 was to incrcase
this figurc by 5% to 630.

StaJf basecl at libraries within all eighi districts in Staftbrdshirc organised .1 divcrse
range of cvcnts .urcl aclivities to appcal to everyone:
. trlks by a variciy of speakers were carried out tln-oughout thc county. Among
lhelrr were -Archaeologist Bob Meeson, who acldressed an audience at Tarnworlh
Library, spcilking on thc' subject of 'l'al]rworth Castle. An cvcning at Lichfield Library
centrcd:x'ound a talk concerning local hero SamuelJohnson, and the Mobile Library
Scrwice booked local historian John Bonnett to give a talk at St. Mary's Chllrch l-lall'
Stretton, on thc history of Burton, the brcwing capital of Englarld;
. Open llays took placc at sever;Ll of Lhe larger libraLrics, with various thcmcs being
chosen, inclLrding ttxnily history at Cannock and 'Roman llays' at BLlrton and
Newcastle undcr-Lyme. Aviking ttngship cxperience was orgarised to take placc at
Pefton and arl eightecnth ccntllry nlusic recital lvas perfornred at Shire Hall Library
in Stirfford:
. cratt actMtics included calligraphy at Chcadle, stained glass at Lichfield, an(l a
cloughcrzrlt zrctivity at 'l>rnworttr basecl arollnd the -l'amrvorth TWo', the inl-an)ous
loc.Ll pigs rvho escapccl iurcl ctrnnin$y evadecl ttrc authorities fbr somc time a l'ew

years ago;
. onlinc tzlster sessions rvere carieci out throughout nost ofthe county's librzlries,
giving.ulyone intcrcsted in tracing their tamily history basic glriclancc in how to go

about it, and tips on the best lvcbsites to usc lor the purpose.

O{hcr activities incluclccl rvalks, qrtizzcs, coflee mornings and traditional storytelling
ancl nursery rhl.nrc sessions.

In addilion to all this, the month was atlso markccl by siock displays in u\,cry major
library throughout the county zuld a leallet promoting the month was circulated both
within ancl outside libraries to a wide .lu.licnce.

With so much planning having gone into the month, hopcs were high for asuccesslul
outcome and, in the event, it was a huge succcss, far sllrpassing cven the most
optimistic of predictions. A target of 50 evcnts had initially bccn plarxled, but the
fin.,rl number that actually took plilcc was 97.

1623 peoplc attendecl the ri]nge of evenls throughout the county, ern increase ofan
incrcdible 171010, leirving the target of 57o way behind in thc shade and l-eedback forms
revealed that 98o/o of people ,,verc n-rore than salisficd with the events and activities'
a very imprcssive level of custorner satisfaclion.
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'ihe month rvas pickcd up in the local press, with a variety of articles appearing in
local newspapers, ranEng trom small aclvertisemenls te lirll page .,rrliclcs accompanied
by photographs.

Everyone concerned rvas very proud ofwhat thcy hacl achicvccl, both in terns of the
irmor-rnt ofwork that had gonc in to nlaking the nronth such a srlccess, and also the
imprcssive Rgures relating to attendance and satislhction levels. After su(-'h a high
in 2007, lefs hope that I-ocal and Communitv I listory Month in 2OOB can bc just as
inrpressive for Stal-fordshirc Library arld Inlbnlation Scrvice.

Ien BurIeLl is Tea t lpecler ICT. lnJbrnloliott a]rLl lrcal Sludies, 'l'amurodh Disinct,
Stqllordslrire Ubrang & l4lor rncLL trt Seruice

LOCAL STUDIES GROUP COMMITTEE 2OOA

Chairm:rn:

Vice ChairDran:

I Ion Sccrelary:

l{on Treasurcrl
IIon Dditor. LSL:

CILIP Policy
Fonlm represcntativc:

Don M:rrlin. Flast I)unbar tonshire l-ibraries
don.m:utin(rcast(lrrnbarton. gov.uk
Alicc l,ock. Tamcsidc I-ibradcs
localstuciics.lib..uy(rt.rmcside.gov-uk
Hclcn Pyc-Srnith. Rcsource C.:ntre arnd
[,it]r:uy. N:rlionirlArchives
hclcn.pyc-snrith@nationalarchives. gov. uk
Vacilnt
Ian Jamicson. Ncwcirstlc upon 'rync
inrj armicson@c-pac. ne t
Elizabci h Mt:lrost:. Yor k
cliz.rllcth.rncl.osc@btinLernet-coin

Itichar(i Abbott, llirrningharn Public Library
Itichard Abbot t@l)irrninghlrrn. gov.uk
.Jill llarbcr, Her tlordshire County Library
jill.birrbcr@hcrtscc. gov.rrk
Di:rna Dixon. Sorrthwold
dianil.diKon@cilip.org.uk
Elizabclh Nftrlr osc. V)rk
ciizabcth.mclrosc@btintcrnet.corn

gcographic strbgrorqrs:

To bc conlirmccl
Alice Lock. Tancsidc Libr.lrics
localstudics.librarlr@tamesidc. go\'.uk
Don Nlartin. East Dunbartonshirc Libraries
don.martin@castdunbarton.gov.uk

Representatives of thc

Midlands and Ajlglia:
North Western:

Mcmbcr's:

Scottish:

Please l-eel liee to contlict committcc mcmbcrs or lhc Hon. Sccretary on any nrat
teryou wish to have brought to the Commitlcc s attcntion or lor ideas lbr meet
jngs, day schools or rvorkshops.

The Group is kept in touch with CILIP heaclquafters via its nerv Membership SuplxJd Unit.
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FROM OUR CILIP POLICY FORUM REPRESENTATIVE

As a complctc turnabout this ilrst mccting ol thc CILIP Policy Forum, which was
hcld on March l9th iurcl cornpriscd rcprcscntativcs of thc CILIP Branches aj]d Special
Intclcst Groups, thc Home Naiions, AffiliaLed Members and the Retired Members'
Cuild, w.rs held ol-rt of l-ondon in Birmingham.'fhe IBIS hotel was in thc ciry centre,
so was qllite easy to reach irom the tririn station. Other representativcs coming by
road had ir far morc complicatcd journcy and somc had staycd overnight in the
hotcl.

The lil-ty or so pcrsons prcscnt also lncludcci scvcral CILIP Tmstees and staff a
fact that was notcd within our tablc group, since the size of the previous CILIP
Council hacl on occasion bccn callctl into qucstion alld rve wished this new Forum
to have autonoDry within its remit. Ilowever, Dion Lindsay, a Trustee, joined our
table ancl allevlated apprehcnsion on this score. 'lhis first meeting of the Policy
Forum, chaired by CILIP Vice Pr esicient Peter Griffiths, boasted an excellent facili
tator, Roclger O'Donne1l, rvho seerned well skillecl in moving discussion along frorn
topic to topic What is policv'?, What would the key success factors ofthis Forurn
be?', What are the expeclations of orlr constitllents'l'.

llepresentatives were seated rouncl namecl tables with a maximurn of eight at each
table. Unsure as to holv these particular sets had been organised, I was happy to
be includecl with Liz Jolly, Chair of the llniversity College and Research Group, the
representative fio[r the Yorkshir e ancl I]uDlberside []r anch, and Jean Plaister ol the
llelired Members' Cuilcl. 'l'hese table groups considcred how the new l.'orurn could
successfully identify 1he pr olessional issues affecting not ollly CILIP mernbers but
also the coinrnunity of all library and inlbr rn.liion stafl--

Spiritecl plenary sessions clelillcratecl the results of these cliscrlssions, and repre
sentatives pinnecl the inciisput:lble key lssues fbr the prolession on !vhi1e sheets,
inclucling the obvious suggestion the libraries \rere losing their sense oi profession
alisin and neecled active suppor t 11-orn their pr olession2rl body. In abbr evi.rted lbrrn.
the inrpoltant issues seemecl io lle ones ol l)rolessional conli(ience and advocilcy.
the necessitv to embrace the breadlh of the conlernporary library wo.ld and the
need to promote the contribution libr:rries of:rll kinds can rn?rke to the public good.
leal ning, sustainability !lncl so on.

'l'his nray all seern on paper to be the usual discussion held whenever libr.rrjans
nreet together. Minutes of the rnecting will be disiributed lrom Ridgmount Street
later. I3ut there was .r sensc at this vcry lirst rnccting ol lhc ForuDr that thc Drcnr
bers rvere prepared not only to clistinguish lhc kcy issucs but to rcact to cvcnts,
electronicnlly .rnd othcnvisc, in a spcccly manncr, taking on board the opinions of
their constituents. and to dcvclop policy using thc klorvlcdge and cxpcricncc of
othcr Branch nnd Spcciirl Intcrcst Group mcrrbcrs. A resuit coulcl bc an incrcasc
in the proportion of active rnenlbcrs within CILIP. I lclt lor thc rcturn train journcy
with some opiimism.

Dlizabeth LleLrose, Rcpresentati]e oJ the lrc.rl StLdies C t oup on the CILIP PoLiclJ lbrurrL
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LOCAL STUDIES GROUP AI|INUAL R-EPORT 2OO7 - 2OOA

The 2007-2008 year has bccn 1i111 ol succcsses as well as changes lor the Local
Studies Croup.

Di:rna Dixon, long tine local sttrdics activist .rnd member oI the Local Stuclies
Group committee, wils llrcsented with Thc Walfbrd Award at the Library an.l Inlor
malion Show in Uirminghain on lBth April 2007.

Philip Thomas celebratccl his BOth birthclay, and .rftcr ttvelve ve.lrs service as Hon
orary 'l'reasurer fbr thc Clroup, plrrs irvu us L{onor.try S,.cretar}, he has decide(i to
rclire. The (lroup is gtezrily indcbtcd to Philip lbr all his wolk ancl support.

Thc Dorothy Mcculla Menlorial Prize 2OO7 wils awarded to Elizabeth Melrose. an
othcr long timc member and itclivist filr the Gr'oup. Eiizarbelh tvas !e comn)ittee s
CII-lP Councillor until March 2008. In the new CILIP strrrcture, Elizabeth will rcp
resent the Local Studies Group on the Policy Forunr. Shc was County proiect OI,
flcer (l-ocal Studies and Informlltion) in North Yorkshirc CoullLy I-il)r]ries. ArclrivLs
and ful- unril Iicr rclireDrint in M.ry 2007.

There is an urgent nee(l lbr Dlore nrernbers of thc Cr)rnrnittcc so th.lt lhc worklo:r(l
can bc sprezld around nlore erncl to cnable new initiatives to gct off the grorrncl. In
particular we ecd a new Ilon.'lrc:rstrrer. Cettjng jnvolvecl in a contmittee is:r good
way to mect people working in your:rre.l, influence how [hings are (lonc and a uselill
addilion to yorlr CV or Cl]ar'lcrsh\t portlblio. Ifyorl rvoulcl likc to know morc about
what the Committee does or ilrc interested in gctting involvccl please do contact us.

The Commitlccs finzlnces havc been a particular concern Lhis ye:rr. The Group
may need to considcr clectronic ntcctings in lhe frrtlire, rvhich rvoulci be l.rcilitate;l
by sollw:rrc that CIl,lP plans to intro(lllcc tbr this purpose. The Contrnittee :rlre:rcly
uses ernail actively lbr discussions in llctrvccn Con)mitLcc Dreetings.

Two issues o[ the Local Stuclics Libr:1ri:]n havc been pr.rblishccl.

The Website has been kepl up to ciale .tnd lhc nunrber ol cnquiries liom ntembers
oi thc Group rcccived via the wcbsite has increascd. It is goocl to knorv that LSC
membcrs are using thc website and lincliltg the Contirct Us fbrnt. Fccdback on the
uselulncss of the wcbsitc itself, oI suggcstions lb. othcr jnlorrn.rtion that could bc
adde.l to it woLild be welcomc.

The Local Stlrclies Croup was include(i jn lhc scrles in thc Gazette on CILIP s speciitl
intcrest groups in Novernber'.

The Regionirl sub groups hurvc gone ll-orn strcngth to strcngth ancl producccl an
other active programme ofcvents. lltcse havc allbeen well tLtencled. Althouph the
Wclsh Group is not currently active, plans lbr a new group to be cstablished in the
North East have becn pllblicise(1.

The Croup organised tlvo sessions irt Untbrella 2007. CommiLtec Drcmbers havc
contiilucd to be aclive in olher prolissional groups, narncly thc Standing Conference lbr
Archi\€s in Muscurns and thc Sociely of Archivists Educirlion and Learning Group.

Helen Pye Smith took over as I lonorllry Sccrctary fronr Jan Horrell, and aLLcnded :r
CII-IP Branch ilnd Group day in Dcccrnber.

IIelerL PlJe Sftith - Honorary Secretant LSG
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LSG TREASUR-ER'S R-EPORT 2OO7

It is good to report lhat Lsc has survived the iirst year ol drastically redrrced Capi
lation fronl CII-IP Hg and have bccn lbrtunate to show a small surplus, due to aI
unexpcctcdly higher amount lrom our share of the Umbrella 20O7 overall Surplus.

Our financial assistance to our Sub Groups had to virtually cease. but they ltave
bcen very cooperative aboul this, and we had to manage with two National CoDrmittcc
mce[ings instead ol the rcally ncccssary three.

-As all expenditure has bccn cut back.rs t:rr as it can be, without detrimcnt to
scrvices to ou. loyal membcrship, jncol-rle generatior) appears to be the only rvay
Iorwarrd and your Committec as a rvhole a.e actively considering all viable options.

In Lhis. my I.-inal Report prior to rctirement, I want to thank all the Committee
mcmbcrs prcsent.rnd past who have sr.rpported ll]e ancl given me constructive help
on all mall crs linancizrl.

7th March 2O08Philip Thornas.

Income & Expenditure account for the year ended 3lst December 2OO7

EXPEI\DITUIiF] S
Nett VAI on Goods & Senices 131
LOCAL STUDIES I-I13 ItAIIIAN:

2 issues - Net Cost 1724 7l
Main Committee {.lxes (2 Mtgs) 60l 46

OLrlsidc Mccting 5 93
McCULLA AWAITD:

2OO7 nrvard 100 OO

2006 Award Flxes 20 O0 120 OO

Mcmbcrship SeNices I 19
Intcrn.rtionnl Rel.\tions B 60
Stationcry/ Photocopying 54 OO

Postagcs/Phonc Calls 7 6a
PaJmrents made for Sub GIoups:

Scottish (re 2006) .J'44
North Western (2OO7) a'79 11 2ll

12539 1l
Surplus for year, carricd do$.n

to Balance Shcct 325 95

lNcoMn c
Cirpitation lrom CILIP IIQ 2l 18 OO
''Glride lines" Iloyillties on
FACF;I- (CILIP) Sales 20 40
UMBIiF]I,I-A 2OO7

Attendance at
LSG s Shalre of Surplus 597 70
Lc\\ F.\p( rrses l* 66

549 04
Alliliated Mernber {Nett of VATI 5 I I

COIF Charities Deposit Interest I72 5l

.92{J65 06

t8
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Balance Sheet as at 3lst Decembet 2OO7

LIABII,ITIES
Accumulated Surplus as at 3 I st December 2006
ADD Surplus for 2OO7 (b/d liom above)

"e4506 89
325 95

Accumulated Surplus as at 31st Dccember 2OO7
Creditors: McCULm AWARII lor 2OO7 (not yet paid) IOO OO
Prepaid Subscr\)tions lbr "f-ocal Studies Librarian' .

Winter 2007 30 25

ASSEl'S
Balance at Barclays Bank
Balance at COIF Charitics Deposit

stlll 52
3253 A7

s,1832-84

130-25
s4963-09

s4365 39
597-70

s4963 09

!,1261 45

1694 68

BOO 63

Debtor : CILIP {Umbrella 2007 LSG's share of Surplus)

ADDITIONALI-Y

BALA.NCES HELD FOR SUB-GROUPS on CHARITIES DEposrT

London & Home Counlies
ADD InteresL lbr year

Scottish {LOCSCCTI')
Af)D Interest fbr ycar

CYMRU/Wales
ADD Intcrcst fb. year

NETT BAI"ANCDS HELD BY SUB-GROUPS

Midlands & Arglia [Cun'cnt Account)
(Their Own) COIF Charitics Deposit :r/c

North Western
Scotiish (I,OCSCO l)
1756 4l

$l 194 57
66 88

S I tto,l 83
89 65

s 75a t7
42 46

L:1756 76

s 838 51
3308 ,14 Jl,1l46 95

642 5a

P.D.'fhomas, ACIB (Hon. Treasurcr) 7th March 2OO8

G.M. Undcrwood, C.A.Pcrry (llon. nuditors/tndcpenclerrt Examiners]



FROM OUR SUBGROUPS
The Mldlands and Anglla subgroup had a llip to the newWiltshire & Swindon History
Ccntre, hostcd lly its fbrfirer sccretitry, Terry Bracher. It was lascinating to look round
this wonderful nerv building and Iincl out about the creation olthe new ccntre. which
cont.lins the local stuclies libraly, county rccord olfice, archaeologr service, and
rnLlscLrnr conservaiion service. The only pl obleDr was the feeling ofjealousy at seeing
such :r rvonder ful lacility! It is reported that the subgroup's latcst newsletter is due
out soon: it js a celcbrity edition, featuring Nick Barratt (guest speaker at the last
Day School), Mick Aston (joining in Young Archaeologist events in Worcestershire)'
irnd Stephanie Cole hvinncr of Solihrrll's 'S Factor) as part of its roundup of events
rvhich have bccn happening in the region. The 2OOa Day School is to bc held in
Solihull Library on 2nd October. 'fhe thenlc is Reaching Ncrv Aucliences and the day
will include cxamples of projects using Wcb 2.O. Ilooking details will bc advertised
shortly (try thc CILIP websitc or the Gazettc. or Paul Iludson of Worcestcrshire, the
subgroup s Ilon. Secretaryl.

Our North Ifest subgroup reports th.rt, like the other subgrouPs. it has been discussing
and commenting on icleirs lbr thc rvi:ty forwarcl for I-SG. It supports the idea of a nctwork
of subgr oups round the country, llut as it alrcady covers a lauge ilnd cohesivc .lrea
it cloes not think thi\t it should bc enlarged. Thc subgroup, horvever. is in touch with
Annc Sharp of the proposed Nolth Flast subgroup and \Vill lry not to clash with its
cvcnts an.1 to do joint publicity wtrere Possiblc. The subgroup held a succcssfr:l clay

scl.rool on l,ancashire I)ialect at G:rllery Olclham on 21 May which 17 people attendecl.
wc h:r(i very good quality spcakcrs 

'ionl 
the acadcmic 

"vorlcl 
who sho$'ed thc vah.re of

cli:rlect .rs historical source matcri:rl ilnd l-elt that rvc d learnt a lot about how to cxploit
it in new ways. Thclc was a very inlbrmed .lebiltc about the difnculties ol krlowing how
our .lncestors rcally spoke. Wc rvcrc pleasecl to llnd thai we d altrirctecl 21wide rangc ol'
people as the audience incluclcd customers as wc1l as st:tiJlronr local stttciies lillraries,
though a f-erv morc wolllcl havc bcen rvelcotnc. Thc event madc a p.olit ol about J]5O.

The subgroup is gr:lteltl to the NoI lh West branch oI CILIP who published an :rppeal
lbr new committcc rrlelllbcrs lbr us anci we wcrc pleasecl to wcicorne.Julie Dcvonald'
lloger lvens. Janc Melcalfe.rnd l).rvi(l Perkins to thc cornnrittcc 'lhcy brollghl:1vcry
uselirl r angc o[ cxpcr iencc and ncw ideas Lls Rogcr is aIr archivist, Jrllie lvolks :11 the
liace Ilelations Resorrrce Ccn|Ie. David works in M.lnchester and Jane in Cumllria
(olr. Iirst CuDrbrj.rn rel)rescD Lalivc!).

LOCSCOT. orrr Scottlsh sLLbgroup. Itas ]lectt clisctlssing varioLls nratters ofconccrn
A tirsk group has l)een set up to rcjuvenate Local IJistotJ Week, including pronlotionill
materials, branding. webslte inlbr'ntirtion, etc. Thc ttreme for 2OO8 was IIot Mct.rl,
Cold Print prinling an(l nrLlsicitls in Scothnd. Thc week was l:runched by writcr'
jorrrnalist ancl broadc.rstcr Jilck Wcbstcr ils pzl11 of a vcry successful cvent organiscd
in Abcrdeen. which had good press covcr.rge. 'l'hemes lor the next fivc ycars ll21ve bccn
agrced lo allow plcnty ol time lbr lbrward pLinning. In April i,OCSCOT organised a day
school irr E.lirrburgh ahe.r(l oi the 2OOg Ycirr ol Llomecoming'. I [onLecomitg Scotlond
has beerr set up to notivite Scots. and those of Scols descent, to come to Scotiand
in 2OO9 to takc piirt in a celebration oi culture ancl hcritage and lhis day school
gave.rn indication ol the key role libraries have in such a rnajor promotion. About
25 pcople attendcci. Dlrring the mccting Fllizabeth Mclrose rvas prcscnted with thc
2oo7 Dorothy McCulla r\rvartl. othcr topics discussed rccently by LOCSCO'l'includcd
the progress ol thc Scotlirnd s Peoplc pro-ject and census recorcls on microfilm. It is
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rcporte(l thal thc I.()CSCOT wcbsil('is n()w up and n:nning oll lhc Slirintc wcbsitc
and inchldes pdf v('rsions of lllc LOCSCO'I' rragazinc ils well as ncws ol c\rcDts. Scc
,r'wn'.sla.lnte.org.uk/ctlips/sigs/locscot/locscotlndex.htrn

POTENTIAL SUBGROUPS

Southern subgroup
The l-ocal Stuclies (;rorrl) has slrvcrll well csl:rl)lishe(l sub ltl'ollps in tlrc North Wcst.
Midlan(ls & Anglia and irr Scotland. 'l'hev provi(lc e,\cclle t trai ing rlrrd nctworl{ing
cvcnts, ln(l kccl):ll)reasl ol_rclc\'ilrl( aclirities iln(l d( vcloplncnls in thcir rcgior]s. In
thc pasL lher('w:r:j onc'il1 l-on(lon as wcll, llLlt this llirs noL beun irctivc recently.

'fhcre aIc plans to cstill)lish r srrb grorrp fbr-thc SoLlth ol E glan(l, covcliDq (he

South Wesl. the South F:ast rnd l-on(loir. This has lhc lirll sul)l)orl ol the natiorral
colrrnlittce. Wc:rrc loo]{iDg {irr voluDLeer-s li-orrr across th(: threc iuc:rs to li)rnr tllis
group. l(leally (hc li.st nlcelingwoul(l bolrcl(linabolltzlllx)nthstinlc. Ifyou \voul(l
like to scc a Solrlllcln Sul) (} orrp scl up ;ln.l $ellld lil(c to gct inv()lve(l il) this, plcilse
contact Nolnlan Flriggs at nwbrtggs@pclntell.co.uk

North East subgroup
Thc prol)ose(l Norl ll lanst subgroup is ilso still a t the l)lannir rg st:rAc. wi th th( suplx )rt
ol the n.rtiorrirl cor]lnlitlec.'l'lrc sLrl)eroLrp is slill collccting potcntial lllcnll)crs illicl
is intending to hol(l a nrccline in (J( lobcr. Plcilsc (lo get in touch to rcgistcr your-
inlerest and sl)ow supporl auy ru('nll)o- of (ill,lP with a inlercst in loc:rl slLr(lics
is rvelconre. Cont:\cI anne.sharp@southtyneslde.gov.uk, tcl O l{J I .12.1 7{J(jO.

LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIAN OF THE YEAR

As rcportc(l i our lilst issuc, fllizill)clh Mch-ose was lllc winrrcr ol thc 2OOT l)orollry
Mcculla Prizc fbr hcr long lclnr irnd (orltinlrino (ornnritnrc t lo local slu(li|s
librarjanship l)oth locallv an(l ni1li(Dally. NoIllinations irc now bcing solrght li)r
th0 2OOIJ awilrcl. 'l'llis is 2r cllilnce lbr lliuh.illibre I{Jcal stu(li(s lil)rirrians lo l)c
rccognisccl n:rtionally its wcll:ls ill a local L:r'cl. In parliculirr thcr('is rrsrrirlly:r gorxl
dcal of prrllliciLy in the lociil .rca ar)(l th:l1 can onlv lrc goo(l lbr tlrc pcrsolr irncl llrc
library s('rvice.'lhrtrc is rnucll cxc(-'llcnt work l)ejng cirrrie(l ouI irrrd al)l)rcciatc(l l)v
libriui:rrs at a locil lcvcl, anrl nrlr('lr ol it is worthv ol-wi(lcr r.( ognilion. l)o YOU
know an_vor1c voLr wor.ri(l like to [olllin:rtc lbr tllis Prizc'? Whilc i(lcallv thcr. \\'o1rl(l
bc positivc srll)por-t lioir the 1ol) llrr no lil]lrlo. (loes not rlcccl 1o l)c a ( llicf lil)rar ii llr
- nonlinaltions are wclcontc ll_onr linc rrr:1nagL-rs. colleagLres ilncl scrvice \rscrs who irrc
aware ol_ thc cilltdidate s ilclricvcrncnls: tllc- oll)incc. howcvcr. lr)rlsl l;c ir rDcrlbcr
ol the Local Sluclics Croup.

'l'hc norninalion proccdulc is vcry strdiglltlbrwilrd- I)ctirils abollt thc awar(l iin(l ir
nominalion lbrnr cirn be obtaincd lioln our IIon. Secrctarv. Helen lYc-Srnllh. cnliril
helen.pye-smlth@natlonalarchlves,gov.uk, tcl O2OA392 527 A.

Closlng date: 30 September 2OO8
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AI,AN BALL LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS 2OO7

'lhe Alan Ball Arvards were established in 1985 to encourage high quality local history
publishjng by public libra es and local authorities and this is the twenty third year
they have been awarded. This ye.rr thejudges met on 2O !'ebruary 2OO8: there were
entdes from 11 local authorities.

The judges decided to make tlree Awards, the maximum number permitted, and alsofelt
that one entry should be Highly Commended and another should be Commended.

The Awards are:

Bedfordshlre County Councll for Bed-fordshire Women's Larld ArnTA Internet Archiue,
which we felt was well structured, easily navigable, and a good example of a library
working with a local historian to provide newly researched historical information
within an existing website:

Clty of Newcastle upon Tyne for victorian Villains by Barry Redfern, which is a
detailed account by a former police ofncer ofprisoners ln Newcastle Caol in the years
lBTl-73. we were impressed by the meticulous research, the quality ofwrltlng and
the copious illustrations in a work that throws much light on the social conditions
of the time:

Somerset County councll lor The SomersetWetlqnds, edited by Pat Hill Cottingham
and others. we thought this an admirable volume, beautifully produced and
illustrated, the worh of many writers who have contributed a well co-ordinated
collection of essays on every aspect of the Wetlands.

Highly Commended is

The Clty of Dundee fot Time Train Drrnclee by Matthew Fitt, which would certainly
have rcccived a full Alvard if we wcrc not limited to thlee. we gcnuinely enjoyecl this
historl of Dundee lbr young pcoplc, with its hunlorous lwiting and cartoons, and
fclt it w:rs a highly original approach th.rt should attract thc intcrest of youngstcrs
who are less likcly to rcad il rnore lb.mlri academic :1ccollnt. 'l'hink of Scll:rr and
Yeatrn2rn's I066 ancl All Th.rt praise incleedl

Commcn(le(l is

Burnley Borough Councll ibr l{enta91e Appraiscrls 2OO4 2OO7, sLx volurncs covering
sub arcas ot Burrtley that examinc lhcir history, tlre del'elopnlent ofdilTererlt builcling
types and uscs, opcn spaces, changcs ovcr thc yealrs, ancl rnuch morc. We were
imprcsscd by the standarcl of procluction and the treticulotls research, bllt also
by the fact that library rcsoLrrces h.rd been skillitlly uscd to produce something so
valuable in a present day planning context.

It was clisirppointing to see that thc numbcr ol entries had reclttccd this year. Everl
in thcsc dillicult limes thcrc must llc many rnore librarics than these entrants
publishing work, in onc lbrrn or anot]rer, of a high stand.rrd. Is it lack of timc, or lack
ofintercst pcrhaps lry the aulhority, or the fccling thal ou.s isrt't good cnough' that
inhibits organis.itions lionr entering? Although {hcrc are highly organised libraries
with .r c.ltalogue of publications zrnd salcs through bookshops. there is always a
welcorne fbr one olf cntries - .ind with loday's technolo$/ .rny publication. whether
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it be printed or for instancc a databasc can bc accruatcly and attractively produced
thc award for uecllbrdshire this year (citecl above) is ar internet archive.

This is a prestigious award and can gcneratc a good deal of local publicity (and
who thcsc days is not looking 1br this?). Il-you have published anything related to
local studies, in any form. why not consider cntering this ycar? An application form
appe:ir s on pages x
You can gct lirrthcr inlormation fiom Eric winter. I-ibr ary Services 'frlrst, CILIP,
7 Ridgnlount Streel, l-ondon WC I Fl 7AE.
Tc| O2O 7255 O648: enail: eric.winter@cilip.org.uk

PEOPLE

Phtltp Thomas, ollr Ilon.'hcaslrrcr 1br thc p:rst Lwehre years, hiis retiled at ttre age of
eighty, hilving also lleen o0I. IIon. Secrctary for-1wo ycars during Lhis pcliocl. Havirlg illso
in his val-iccl career qualilied as a ballker, he rvas the ideirl person to ke.-p oLlr-accounls
in good orcler ancl hand lhcnr on to his slrcccssor in ir perfect co dition. Philip came
late to libr:iriiurship. having lvorked in various liclcls (inclllding once long ago when he
undclstrrcliccl lrs tcnor with thc tourirlg coorpany ol I-i1 Scala Milano). rlntil hc cnlcrcd
Birnringharn l-ibrar.y' School in his lalc lbrlics. A]rrosl ilnmecliately he becarne involved with
Libl iuy Associirtioo i1d ivities. scrving v:r|iolrs CroLlps. m.rny oI Lhcnl simultaneously. whjle
hc worked his way thaoLlgh the bieaiirchy ilt f}rrninghrnr l\lblic l-ibrary to bccorrc Brirnch
Librarian at Fl::rndswor th lurcl l u ning the libiirry 11[ wirrsoD (]reen Pl-ison. I laving takcn
early letirenlent in l9BB hc continlrccl his pl-olirssional worh for thc LA irnLl the va.iorrs
GroLlps wilh which he was involved, arr(l was llwar-ded llle i--A Ccl-t ilic.rl c of Mcrit in 1992.
I,lventu:rlly hc gavc Llp his v:uious olliccs. lctirirring- iltter 2002. o|ly his -l'reasurcrship

of the I-oci1l Stu(lies (lroup: allholrgh nol ir local stlldies librarilrn hc obviously lelt an
, linity with ttre Clroup. With his li ienclly personaliiy hc $'as :r popul:rr me mbcr of the
Cornmitlec irncl evervor re is sor r v to see h inl go. I I is strccessol wil I havc a goo(i st:1rL, with
everything in apple IJie ordrr. Wc wish lljnr il lor)g ilnd hirppv retir'enlcnl.

Congratulatio|s to Ellzabeth Carmlchael, Iiducalion Olllccr, 'lhe Milchcll Library.
Glasgow, on bcing ilwardcd a Cilips CeIltcrrall Medirl loa local an(l Iarnily histoiy scrwiccs.
Cilips is the sLl.cessor body Lo thc Scottish Liblary Association and awitr(le(l these
medals to celebrilte the centenary of the lolrndation ol lhc SI-A, l:lhing Lhc opljortlrnity
to mark lhe contributions ol a durnllel ol individLrals wbo hi1\'e suppor-lcd thc work ancl
deveiopinent oi libl arJ and inibrrnalion serviccs irl Scotliurcl. Elizilbeth has been tbr many
ycars one ()1 tlle leildillg ligu.es in lo.al studics librarianship in Scotlancl zurd the Nlediil
is richly desclvcd. She con nents that shc is honorrrecl to receive this ncdal noLjust lbr
hersell but for everyonc in k)cal strxlics. and th2rt it is goocl to thilrk thirt the librirries
are beillg recognised lbr the resorrrccs ilncl cxpcrlisc thal thcy havc in loczrl ancl filnlil)'
history rescarch.

Sheflielcl l,ocal Stu(lies l,ibr ary r'epolts thc rutircrncnl ol Sylvla Pybus, the Local StLrdies
Librariall .rl1cr .17 /2 years servicc to Sheliield I-ibrar ies, Archives irnd Inlbrmation. Having
stirded work jn 1960 shcjoincd Local SLudies in I965 and has beeo there since. As thc
tribute irr the Sheliletd IIistory llcpor-tcr snys ...whal shc clicln t know ilbout Shelfield s
history witsn t worth knowjrtg! and they lvish her-a long ancl h:rpp], rctirenenl.

ln case yoLr didn't notice. Ellzabeth Melrose hirs bccn flying the loc:rl studies llag ilr the My
Week colunn in the Gazeltc lbr 16 29 Nlay. It s ir prettv lirll clia4' :rDc1 she s retired!
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ALAN BALL
LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS

2008

The object of the Awards is to encourage Local
Authorities to produce local history publications of a

high standard. Publications will be deemed to include
books, maps, manuscripts, prints, drawings, exhibition
catalogues, bibliographies, CDs, websites or any other
aud io-visua I or electronic format.

Library Services Trust is a registered charity.
The Trust has a range of awards, one of which is the
Alan Ball Local History Award.

Alan Ball is now retired but was formerly Chief
Librarian of the London Borough of Harrow. He was
for many years an officer and member of the London
and Home Counties Branch Committee of the Library
Association, which has published a number of books
written by him on local history topics. This Award
is named after him in recognition of his service to
the B ra nch.
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AIAN BALI
LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS

ENTRY FORM

AUTHOR Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr.................,...,..... (Forename)

(Surname)

TrTLE OF WORK................

DATE OF PUBLICATION

tocAL AUTHORrTy.......................

NAME OF CONTACT.......,...

coNTACT ADDRES5...................,....

............ postcode

TELEPHONE

EMAtL.._..............

FURTHER DETAILS On a separate sheet, please give any available

DESPATCH

details about the publication which you would
like the judges to consider.
Please enclose works in a padded book bag
with an entry form for each work and addressed
to: Eric Winter

Library Services Trust (Alan Ball Awards)
7 Ridgmount Street, London, WCl E 7AE

Queries about the Awards may be addressed to:
Eric winter tel: 020 7255 0548
email: eric.winterOcilip.org.uk

CLOSING DATE 31 October 2008

ENQUIRIES




