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EDITORIAL

The various changes within CILIP mentioned in the last issuc have now been
implemented. The main effect on the Groups has been a sharp recluction in
funding via capitation and LSG has taken action to take this into account. Therc
rvill be fewer Committee mectings a]nd more use of connnunicatjon by Emajl and
the subgroups, which havc sometirnes been grant-aidcd by the mdn Group,
w-ill norv have to be self supporting. The Local Studies l-ibrarian. as the Group's
journal of record and the major mear-rs of contact with nrany of our members,
wiil conunue: it has already made changes to reduce costs. It will continlle to
appear in printed form. The Committee, howevcr, would like to find out readers'
leelings about electronic publication, whether as an extra, or ultimatcly instead
ofthe printed version: the Committee does not feel that the latter is an option at
the present time. The other change at CILIP Heaclquarters affecting the Croups
is that it is no longer possible to maintain individual Liaison Ofncers for each
Group, so Groups will now be serviced via a new Membership Support Unit.

In her Editorial in the Spring 2007 issue of LOCSCOT, the editor commcnts on
the amount of information produced by local communites, groups and societes
which is now being put online, rather being committed to papcr: for instance, a
club's history which would previolrsly been procluced as a parnpltlet is now at
least as likcly to appear as a few pages on its website. I-laving done a quick count of
websitcs in West Lothian. her own local authority, and one ofthc smallest in area
in Scotland, she found a total of2OO - 3OO websites in community, recreational
artd voluntary sites a.lone. without including any comtnercial websites, and she
is alarmed by the amount of local information which is going unrecorded. At
present shc feels that it is beyond the fir-rarlcial, technological alrd staffing oflocal
libraries to do much about it, but she notes that lrcscot is hoping to enter into
discussion with various bodies to find some means of han'esting at least some
of these websites. She asks that, if anyone has taken any steps locally, or has
any suggestions or comments to offer. they should get in touch. That applies to
members in the rest of Lhe UK, too! We would like to hear vour tiews.

Finally, ihanks to those who sent in items after my request in the last issue.
Please continue to do so: this is your journal arld people like to know what is
happening in the world of local studies librar ianship. The more we are told the
more we car inlbrm everyone.

And do tal<e a look at our website at:
http://wc/w.cilip.org.uk/specia-linterest groups/by subject/localstudies
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LOCAL STUDIES IN RUTLAND
EmtLg Barjord

The counq., of Rutland is easy to miss. \ re are bypassed by every major motorway,
ar-rd our county 'capital' is a smali market torvr]. Officially the "smallest countv
in England", Rutland is probably most lamous for Rutland Water, whicl] since
the 197O's has taken up a sizeable chunk of tlte county acrcage. ht yc.rrs gone
by RutJand relied mainly on agriculture as the ndn lbrm of income, e]lrd had a
healthy population of framework knitters. Now it is the rcsen oir which attracts
visitors worldwide for its leisure facilities and wildiiL habitais. and which has
completely changed the shape of the county. and the people who livc here.
The two major private schools too (at Oakham and Uppingham). attract many
visitors to the area and swell the population ofjllst over 37,OOO. Tourism is
now the main income provider lbr the county ancl ccntres on thc reservoir ancl
its picturesque surroundings, and many villages are now rveekend rctreats and
populated by the retired.

This year is a big year for Rutland it is both the 3Otl.r arniversarl of the
Resen'oir. an.l the I Oth anniversary of Rutland as a]-) 'independent counq/.. \Vc
have sornewhat of a chequered historv herc in Rutlar]d, having at various timcs
becn completcly independent, part of l,eicestershire Counqr Council, ancl nore
recently a unitary authoritJ'. Al1 of this has bccn a little confusing for residents.
and providcs even nore of a challenge when researching our history. Ru and
residents have always been outspoken, particularly about the need to return to
full independencc, and at times in the distant past, have been on the somewhat
revolutionary side! None of this however, seems to put ofi our local historiarts,
rvho are a productive communior, ard make considerable use of the enquiry
facilities here in Oaftham.

I started working in Oakham in April 2006 after the absencc ofa Local Studies
Librarian due to the unfortunate death of my prcclecessor. Due to the low
population ofRutland it is usual for local autitority staff to cover manJr difl-erent
jobs (or be the department yourselfl). This occurs in the Library Senicc too.
My position is that of Extended Services Librarian. which mears lhat I cover
the Housebound Service, Teen Outreach. DisabilitV Sen ices, and I-ocal Studies
(and anything not covered by anyone else including Rei-crence. Carcers, etc.) for
the counO/. I have worked in alnlost every other library enyironment imaginable
including a school library service, and a hospital library, which, with the huge
amount of training and outreach I provided to medical stalT therc. has set mc
up very we ll for serwing Rutlard's very rural community.

I am now full time: whcn I arrived I was only here 28 hours per weck, lburteen
of which I spent on our very busy reference desk, leaving littie time for local
studies specificauy. This was unfortlrnate as there was about 1O years of
cataloguing bacldog in the reser-ve colleclion, and very little ol the collection
listed or indexed, with huge gaps in the flche collections as well. The task before



me when I anivecl here was, to say utc least, extremely dar-rnting especially as

I have only 20 ninutes of assistalnt tinle per u'cek lbr shelving ln thc time I do
have, I have bcen attempting to acldrcss this backlog and instil some kir-id of
order and indexing of thc most used items.

Despite our lack of resourccs, and tllc major changes being imPiementcd in
the collection, we managed well oI'er 600 local studies enquiries last year - alld
got soDre excellcnt responscs irl oLlr user sLlrvc) s concernjng our stock and
servic€. I must adnit that currently I tend to be enquiry responsive, and am
concerncd with getling the existing collecLion catalogued and available to the
public. rathcr than thinking too deeply about fi11ing obscure gaps or providing
genealos/ internet courses. Such courses are greatly needed here. but arc not
possible to provide givcn my othcr comrnitmcrlts. I am keen to m:rkc as many of
olrr rcsources available as possible, rather than hiding them away, and to this
end I producecl a new leallct for the scrvice which I have postecl to an updated
local studies rvcb page (l'm aiso responsible lbr aU of the Library Service web

content]. I havc aJso produced new activity shects 1br thc plrblic and lbr children
this year, a new logo for Chiidren's Local Studies Rcsources which I intend to
expand, ard one or two new itcms of Gencalo$/ stock for kids although thcse
arc very harrcl to find. Ncw posters ar.td displays have freshened up the imagc
of local str.rclies in Oakham library, and a stock reorganisation has made the
collcction less confusjng 1br the public to vierv.

We do not provide an extensivc research ser-vice lor thc public as we could not
possibly cover this with culTent staffing, but we will investigate the relcvant
items liom the reselwc collection ar-rd collate them lbr the public to look through
themselves. We get many long distance enquiries, so I often enquire at othcr
libraies ancl record otliccs on a reader's behallf if we do not have enough material
oLlrsehrcs. We gencrally need to order very little via Inter-l,ibrary Loan for local
studies users, but as rve share our Talis cataloguc with Leiccstershire, our items
are oftcn requested by L€icestershire, flrther boosting the usage.

Whilst going through the reserve backlog, it became apparcnt how many
ciuplicates of some items we possessed - and how little room there was available
for it. we did not. horvever, want to sell on ar-ly of thesc as they arc so dilficuit to
replacc if items gct lost or damaged. In order to adequately access our existing
material, it became necessall/ to heavily de duplicate the stock, gct everything
out of boxes, put it on the cataloguc... and set up a second reserve store of
dLlplicate items. This has allowecl us to put our main reserve in order (althotlgh
still notyet all on the catalogue), and arswer enquiries in more depth We can
now protect our nrore delicate and valuable assets from danage and loss too

At Oakham rve are gratcful to havc a small room set aside for local studics
with a filn/flche reacler printer, a spare film reader ald a PC The popularity of
genealogy and house history programmes on television mearl that we cunently
gct hea\y usage of these machines, ard our old fiche rcader on the enquiry desk



is often in use too. We get good usage of our local studies stock, even in the village
libraries. All three of our branch librarics have at least two shelvcs of material.
and there is a small selection on the mobilc library. I rota most new items to
keep thcse collections changing, and put as much as possible out to loan rather
than keeping it for refcrence. We rota every six months here which ensures a
good turnaround, and I think this really does help with usage of the collection,
especially 1br local studies where colleclions are traditionally 'stagnant .

Although independent. the countj.' still has very close tics with Leicestershire,
from whom we purchase many ofour serviccs. The library service is no cxception,
and we buy most ofour stock via an agreement rvith l,eicestershire. The benefits
of this are that once a month I go to Leicestershire for stock selecuon along
with representatives from Leicester City CoLrncil, and the Record Olfice for
Leicestershire, Iricester & RuUand. lt is essenUal to discuss new titles among this
group as Rutland local studics donations arc rare, ancl i have little timc to track
down obscure new titles mysell Much of our new local stLldies purchases are
vanity press tiUes - and publishers are not parLicularly good at pLrblicising them,
leaving us to scour newspapers for the t-ew snippets of informauon available!
Thc goocl relationship between us also helps whcn it comes to enquiries where
we don t have the resources in Oakham - it is nice to return the favour too, and
very useful to have that bit of background knowledge aboLrt what they have in
stock in their own collections, gleaned from our mectings.

There is an active l-ocal History Socieq/ here which is located in the RuUand
County Museum across tJle road fi-om us. and we also house materials for another
group in Uppingham. The incumbent Local Sttldies Librarian traditionally
produccs the county bibliography for the Society's journal. Local historians
here arc prolific authors, and much of the material they producc is essential Ior
answering some of our local arld lamily history enquiries. In future we intend to
have much closer tics with these groups thar we have at present.

There is a great deal of pride in our small corner of En$and, a]]d interest in its
varied history. When people come all the way from Ausbalia, Canada or America
to research their fanilies, it is important 1br them to have something tangiblc to
see when they get here. So far we have been very succcssful in providing what
both researchers, and the casual user, want and need. With a little more work.
we will continue to do so and will improvc the range ofresources available, not
just prcserve what is already here.

Emilg Barjord is ExLended Seruices Librarlan. f<Lttland Library Serutce



LOCAL HISTORY PACKS IN HIJLL: educational resor.uce tools for schools.
Daoid Srnith

Having undcrtaken a nunrber ol school \.isits.1nd talkcd to tc.rchers. it wils
clear that there rvurs a nce(l to itclp thcltr with classroonr resources as an aid
to teaching the loczrl history units of thc national curriculum, Tlle idcal would
be a local history librarian or expert in cvery school. but this of course w.ls
irl)possible as also rvoulcl have bccn unclcrtaking class visits by iibrary staff (on
our finilc resources) to all schools in Hull in strllicicnt quantity to delir.er the lirll
curriclllurn. Thercfbre a cliflercnt approach was neccled, onc that wolrld have
nraninlrnl inrpact but could bc achievcd fronr the rcsources available. ln this
tcchnological age most schoois havc intcractive white boards or rcadily availablc
IC'l'harclwarc anci so it was lell that tllis approach was the best way tbnvarcl.
It rvas always \.ery clcar what sources nccded to be included, the next step was
to work out the exact nelhod ofclelivery (websitc. D\D or CDR) and how to pay
lbr the creation of it. Thanks to a !5.OOO MLA Yorkshire Frontlinc Fund grant
the money rvas lburtcl an(i lbllowing further disclrssions thc CDR format lvas
thvourccl as il tangil)lc resource tool teacl]cr's coulcl use ilt the classroom with
much of the C[)R content also availablc via thc My Lcarning rvebsite.

Ad\icc was .rlso sought 1)-om tlrc Htrll Muscunrs ltducation section as the]'
have a great clcal ol cxpericnce in plrtting resource tools togethcr. Thcy rverc
also ablc to provicle 1\,ohrntcer who carriccl out thc rescarch ibr ancl scanning
of the rcsolrrces incllrdcd on thc CDR. Rathcr thalr be too broacl. we decidecl
to locus on the Kcv Stagc ,1 subjccts of trade, industry and the clcvelopment of
I Iull. Thcrefore. the contcnts of the CDR inclucled: nraps through the ccnturies
sholving thc growth ol I Iull particr.llarly throLrgh its dock system: ccnsus rcturns
and trncle clircctorics shorving tlrc variolrs tracles carricd olrt in Hull an(l where
they rvcre concentratcd; illustrations ol ships. businesscs, thc clock system:
and of coursc iwittcn inlbrmation arlcl docunrcnts (nr thesc subjects. Once all
this had been selectccl ancl scannecl a comnrercial company was chosen 1br
thc design ancl prcssing of the CDR which rvas then delivcrcd to all secondary
schools in Hull arcl is rcgularly r-rsed bv thc Hull Museul.lls Flducatjon section
for class \.isits.

It becanre clcar very quicklv that the CDR cotrld also bc used by Kcy Stage 3
and cven sonre Key Stagc 2 groups and rve lbund a bigger demand for it than
originally anticipalc(i. This. in turn. n]adc us realise that perhaps a local history
rcsourcc tool coulcl bc creartcd fbr all local history teaching ivhate\.cr the age
group. Flrrther consLlltation with teachers, adlrlt edLrcatior.r tlrtors and cducation
cxperts was sought. Fron) this it was dccided to crcate a paper based local
history pack. a foldcr rvith various inlbrmation shects inside on a variety of
topics inclucling: how to research thc history ol streets, hollses. entertainmcnts
and biographics of lamous local people. Also incluclccl in thc pack rvere nervly
written guide sheets on how to research local history and the top ten local
history sourccs a,,'ailable. The iclca behind thc pack rvas that it could bc used



by any age group interested in learning about local history. In addiLion to this.
although the information sheets are very specific to Hull, the idea of the pack
can transfer to any area as the basic idea is there and the glricle sheets call apply
to any locality. So far the pack has been delivered to libraries, primary schools.
sixth ibrm colleges, adult education courses arld the History Department ofthe
Univcrsity of Hull. Eventually the pack will be in evcry school and collegc in
Hull. To view the sources included on the CDR visit \\,.w.w.m]'le arning.org. type
Flull in the search box and then click on "Historv Around Us".

Douid Smith rs Senior LDcaI Studies Librarian, HL!l|Histon/ Seruices, Hrdl CItLj Councl

HOW MUCH IS g1 WORTH?

This articLe Jvst oppeared tn tl€ ShelfLeLd History Reporter the neLDsletter oJ
Shelfleld LocaL Studies Ltbrary. LssLre no. I1O. Feb/McLr 2007, and is reproduced
bA permiss Jn.

It looks like a silly question. We all know that !l is l0O pence - ancl some of us
remember when gl was 24O pennies or 20 shillnrgs. But that does not tell us
what g1 was really worth in the past what you could buy rvith it and what you
would need today to match its buying power. This a commonly asked question
and here are two websites that can help:

www.measuringq/orth.com is the creation of two economics professors in the
USA. The site offers several different calculators but the most obviously relevant
to UK users are:

. What is relativc value? Five ways to compare the worth of a UK €
between l83O alld 2OO5

. Compuung Purchasing Power of the British Pound 126.1-2O05

Using the first calculator you can find out that 110 in 1860 could be worth
anything from e63O.88 to S15,O9O. 13 in 2OO5. It dcpcnds whether you want to
use the Retail Price Indcx (RPI) or average earnings or Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). You car-r have too much choice!

The website gives some interesting examples of relativc valuc and helpful
information on sources. 'ly'ormal uorking class' tea in 1870 cost 3s 4d {that is, 3
shillings and 4 pennies) per pound weight. At today's prices that's the equivalent
of anything between S39.75 aI-Id 1163.97.

The second calculator lets you choose an amount of money ancl two dates for
comparison. So, using the RPI. !lOO in 2OO5 would buy the equivalent of gl
7s 9d in 19OO alld 5s lOd in 1360. But the sitc docs not really give costs - you
have to look up what thcy have used to come up with their calculators.



www,nationalarchives.gov,uk/currency is in the Take a Break' scction ofthe
National Archives website. It is intcnded almost as a bit oflight relief l didn't find
it fiom the homepage - only by using the address abol'e lt has tavo sections:

. Convert o1d money to new 1270-1970 and 1971 present (ic 2OO5)

. Buying power

In the money conversion section. you car-r only speciff a decacle up to l9O0 arld
then evcry fifth year until 1970. You only get one rcsult. so it is not as precise as

wwlv.measuringworth.com but tlle introduction makes it clear that it is meant
to be a gencral guidc.

The convcrsion is given in terms ofbuying power' So, 31 in I9O5 is worih S57.35

in 2OO5. You car also use the Buying Powcr section to get an idea of rvhat yor-t

cottld buy for an amount of mone}'. For example, ilo0 in toclay s money rvould

be worth g2 15s 1d in lgOO and 5s 6d in 13OO; yort could have builders'days'
'work. stones of wool and quarters of wheat lbr that moncy! I'm not sure how

useful that is to know!

Thcre is no introduclion to pre dccinlal culTency on tllis website. The intcresting
short articles on living standards ancl curency liom each ccntury arc only
accessible aJter you have nade a calculation.

Both sites have something useful to offer but you need to be awarc of their
limitations.

CONSERVATION AND PRESERVATION: The Way Forward
LOCSCOT Day School, Mitchell I-ibrary, Glasgow, 28 March 2OO7

Jo Sheington

On 28 March, I-OCSCOT. the Scottish sub group of CILIPS Local Studies Group'
held its spring Day School in the Mitchell Library on thc subject of conservation
and presen'ation.

The day was dividcd into two parts, \vith the morning being a practical workshop
on consen'ation tcchniques, run by Archie Fisher, Senior Conservator. Glasgow

City Council. ln the afternoon Cllristine Miller, Reference Liirra'ian at East
DLrnbartonshire Librarics. gave a presentation on their photographic collection'
and Chris Fleet lion] the Map Library of the National Library of Scotland endcd
the day with some tips on n]ap digitisation.

Archie Fishcr began his workshop with an explanation of the work of the
conservation department; the kinds of material that have to be conserved and
their particular problcn-rs. Maps. pla]-Is, seals' paper. parchment, photographs,
wateriolours and glass negaLives arcjust somc ofthe materiais they deal with ln
his introduction he highlighted the need fbr both librarians and archiyists to give



serious thought to what they want to prcservc in their collections - the Mitchell
Library currently has 10O years of backlog material requiring consenationl

With a selection oftools laid out. delegates were in\.itcd to try their hand at some
simple conservation techniqlles. We were shou'n the correct way to clean books
using a'smoke sponge', brxshing a\,-ay from the centre. We also tried some
repair work using'bone folders'ard document repair tapc. Archie suglested that
one of tlte best things to do to conserve your collections is to clear-t your books -
something that can bc done by volunteers among your staif - ar-rd is a good deal
cheaper tharl paying the commcrcial ratc of anything liom !35 - !5O per hour.

We werc given a fascinating demonstration of different types of paper. For
exan.rple, paper dating liom pre-1855 cal be rvashed as the ink used rvas oak
gall ink which can be immersed in $'ater: the ink tends to bc scpia in colour and
does not rxn when put in water. After this date the ink does tend to run if it is
immersed in water. In the case of newsprint. earlier papcrs tencl to deteriorate
less badly than later ones as the qlrality of the paper was better. It is the lignin
in the newspapers that calrses the probiens. Paper detcriorates if not kept in
correct storage condiuons and Archie suggested that for thc conserwation of
newspaper collections the best thing to do is to keep them in the dark and not
to ha]]dle them.

Archie advised us of other things not to do, such as not to use seliotapc as the
pinc rcsin causes paper to yellow. a process which is irreversible: never to use
poly pockets as the plastic will in time eat the paper - polyester pockcts ar(: the
bcst, or polypropylene - arrd not to laminatc, as this bleeds the ink. Finally,
have a Disaster Plarl which should be kept as short as possible rvith details of
what you need, who to contact and who will heip. Copies ofthis should always
bc stored elsewhere, maybe at home.

The workshop was enjoyed by all ar-rd proved to be practical, uselul as well as
good fun.

In the aJternoon, Christine Miller gave a talk on East Dunbartonshire Libraries
Photographic Archive. With a selection of images from tl-reir collecuon, Christne
described the Librar-ies' pro-active work in collecting photographs as well as
their outreach programme ofprojects, talks. exhibitions and publications. The
archive began as a community history project in the 198Os as aI-I employment
scheme lbr graduates who went out to the communiq' to collect photographs
for one year.

The majoriq/ of thc photographs are copies, with the originals returned to the
owners. A 35mm negative and lOxB print are taken, with information gathered
on each photograph. Each negative has an accession number and is put in
a conscrvation envelope. The 1Ox8 prints are put on card with an index tag
attached. Filed in cabinets, by subject, these are open to thc public for browsing.
They are catalogued under broad subject headings, so thev arc easy for the



public to access. Wherc originals are hel(I. these arc stored in Lhc Williarr Patrjck
Archivc in Kirkintilloch.

Some digitising ol the collection hirs been clonc. tbr SCRAN ancl (lilltrent projects,
and 1600 images h.'c l)een prlt on to Cl) Ilom. The problenrs they are now
encountcring inchlde finding thc t.irnc to ir.rdcx the backlog. and lLlnding lbr further
digitisation. Christinc's prescntartion slrowecl what can bc done with a good local
history photographic collcction. thc problcr.r.rs ancl opportlrnitics it prescnts.

In the final session of the day. Chris Fleet, the I)eprrty Map Curator at the
National Library of Scotland. gavc son)c lips on equipr])ent an(l techtiques lbr
nrap digitisation. Chris s main rcsponsibilities rclate to digital mappjng, both
in prcsenting historical map imirges ovcr the web. and in naking modern digital
mapping acccssible. Ovcr thc last ten ycars hc has bccr] involved in scanning
over B,OOO maps. in a nurnbcr of extcrnallv-flnded projccts using a range 01'

scanners and digital camerils.

Chris described the practical cssentials lbr succcssful nlap digitisation projects.
I-lc gave information and advice on suitablc scanncrs and cau.rrera equipment.
cxplailring thc rcsolution requircn.rents and how to calculatc pixel bit dcpth ar(l
colour precision. I Ic cxplaincd that thc aim shoul(l be to c.rpturc :x-r ima.qc once.
storing !]rchival masters lbr the longcr term, lronr rvhich nrore short-livccl lbrmats
lbr prcscntation can bc generatccl. I Ic cxplaincd the clillcrent geo-referencing
processcs including assigning co ordinates. how to crop imagcs. ancl how to
calculate imagc sizes.

He strcssed how important it is to record nretaclata about ima.qes, particularly
in larger projects. al]cl thart this metadata cein be dividcrl into categorics, such
as: copyright inlormation: descriptior.r of thc itenl usilr{ controllecl vocabulary;
preservation inlbrmation slrch ars phvsic.rl conclition: and teclrnical data. such
as forllrat.

He suggcsted that clescriptil'e nrctadata n]ay be more suitablc for libralians. with
a rangc of options such using controllerl vocabularv like that of th(] Librarly ol
Congrcss, and that evcn ar acccss database can be custom clesignecl. Chris
explainccl that maps have sinrilar subject headings as other library material.
and that using metadata carl make website design easier, cven if this is a long
way oll in your library's plans.

Chris's presenttrtion providecl c,\trernelv practical advice on cqlripment
requirements. as wcll as solutions to the acccssing of (ligitisccl nraps.

A more clctailed accollnt of each of the above prescntations will be published
in thc autunn edition of the LOCSCOT Magazine and on the group's websitc
wrflw.slalnte.org.uk/locscot.

Jo Sherington ts Reference Ltbraricn, Stirlinq CoLtnciL l.ibrenes
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THE AI"AN BALL A1VARDS

The Alan Ball Awards have been, sinc€ I985, one of the major awards for local
studies librarians, alongside our o\\,'n McCulla prize. The two, however, are vcry
different: while the McCulla draws attention to librarians whose professional work
is of outstanding quality. the Alar-r Ball Awards draw attention to outstanding
publications in the field oflocal history issued by local authorities. The Awards
were set up by the Library Seryices Trust. which was then administerecl by the
l,ondon and Home Counties Brar-rch of the Library Association, to mark the
many years of sen'ice given to the tsralch by Ala]-l Ball, then Borougl] Librarial-l
ofHarrow. The idea was that publications by libraries neeclecl to be improvcd in
terms of authority and quality of producUon so that they could mal{c a greater
impact on the public. thereby also encouraging more people to use local studies
libraries. The pattcrn of the Awards has varied slighfly over the years, starting
with one award for the author and one for book production, to the pattern today
where there are three awards. all looking at the overall publication. The type
of entry has also evolved: whereas in the early days all entries were printed
works, today, with all the developments in informauon technolos/ the judges
welcome entries in any format including CDs, microfilm ancl websites - incleed
of recent years ihe judges' commcnts have specifically encouraged these q/pes
of entries. For exan.rple, one of the awards for 2006 went to an online index to
the first newspaper to be published in Wales. Throughout the life ofthe Awards,
howeyer, the emphasis has been has been on quality ofauthorship, production
and suitability of presentation for the user.

Over the years a large numbcr oflocal authorities, small as well as large, have
submitted entrics. Some authorities have won several Awalds, some iust one,
and some, of course, have not been successlul at all. However, the opportunity
is there and any authority publishing material for the pubtic should consider
its offerings for entry. The Awards arc prestigious and, particularly in w-inners'
local areas, often generate good coverage - excellent publici$r for both local
studies and the library as a whole.

The l-ocnl Sh(lir:s libranan has ahvays supported t}le Awards, both by encouraging
entry arld by listing the winners each year. It is well worth submitting copies of
items you consider to be of a high standard and thejudges are ar]_.dous to have
as large a range of publications as possible to consider. Further information
and details of how to enter are given overleaf.



The object of the awards is to encourage
Local Authorities to produce local history

publications of a high standard. Publications
will be deemed to include books, maps,

manuscripts, prints, drawings, exhibition
catalogues, bibliographies, CD's, websites or
any other audio visual or electronic format.

LIBRARY SERVICE TRUST is a registered
charity. The Trust has a range of awards, one
of which is the A-lan Ball l,ocal History Award.

ALAI|I BALL is now retired but was formerly
Chief Librarian of the l,ondon Borough of

Harrow. He was for many years an offlcer and
member of the London and Home Counties
Branch Committee, which has published a
number of books written by him on local

history topics. This award is named after him
in recognition of his service to the Branch.
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AUTHOR
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr (Surname)

.... (Forenamesl

TITLE OF WORK.................

LOCAI AUTHORITY

NAME OF CONTACT......................

CoNTACT ADDRESS ......................

.......... postcode

TELEPHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS.

FURTHER DETAILS
On a separate sheet. please give any avallable details about the publication which
you would like the judges to consider.

DESPATCH
Please enclose works to be submitted in an appropriately sized padded book bag
with an entry form for each work arld address to:

Library Services Trust (Alan Ball Awards)
7 zudgmount Street, WC I E 7AE

EN9INRIES
Oueaies about the awards mav be arldressed tor

I Eric Winrer (T: O2O 7255 0648)
Library Services Trust 7 Ridgmount Street,
London wCIE 7AE

October 3l st 2OO7

I

I cLosrNG DATE

I

V
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ITHATEVER NEXT?
Sr.san I{alstea.l

Reference and local studies work is so intcrestir.lg because of the nunlber arld
varietv oi enquiries that we get, often necding a good deal of research: in fact
the reason I love being a Rcference and Incal Studies Librarian is that I learn
something new every day. For insternce, a recent letter to Burnley Reference
Library requcsted dctails of unusual cleaths in church registers. our research
for this enqlliry, aided by a local historian, revealed some intriguing causes of
death (fbr us and not for thc rrnfortunatc individual involvedl). It is a paradox
that thc way soncone dicd can tcll us so much about horv they lived-

We find poor Ellcn Cunliffc of 4 days 'Dying from its birth" in 1797 ancl the
sad cntry in 1794 for Jamcs of 4 days r.vho rvas "a monster unable to take my
nutrient. Life was no less difficult for children as they grcw a little older: Harry
"died at 2 72 blrrnt to death by bcing clothed in cotton!" and helping out on the
famill. larm provcd dangcrous lbr Benjamin of 12 years who was "killed by a
colv to lvhich he had lastened himself b]l a rope ".

On attaining adulthood. there rvere many ailmcnts to be avoided which the
unfortunate John Chadwick did not do and, at the tender age of 20 years in
18o7. he died of "quinsy caught by slecping on the grass'. Outdoor pursuits
also caused the untimely death of John Faber, a pauper of 26 years in 1793.
lionr "scrofula and consumption caught by night hunting'. Work on the farm
was, however, unrelenting and this contributed to the death ofJohn Snith in
18O8, "overheated by mowing", and Ellen in the same year who "drowned in a
wcll thc lvater only 9 inches deep '.

There wcre many deaths in middle age from "mortification of the bowels" ar]d
''stoppage ofthc intestines'but. surely. the fate ofJohn Howarth in lSOO must
have been unique - 'indigestion aftcr a plentiful meal upon a famished stomach
at the last funcral". Although living conclitions were very harsh, it is surprising
how mally people lived into their 70s and 8Os, d)'rng at last of "gradual decay",
somc even dying of "old agc at 84 years and others lucky enough to be "found
dead in bcd" at 74 years of agc. Horvcver, some suffered a harsher end and the
pauper, John Schofield, died in t799 at 70 years from "want of food, cloaths
and bedding in this hard winter, alas! '

Next time we grumble about - anything! - maybe we should appreciatc our
comfortable lives a little more.

(All these exarnples have been extracted from the registers for the parish church
of Ilolmc in Cliviger 1742-Ia4I, published by the Lancashire Parish Register
Society in volun]e 124).

Susarr Flolstead Ls ReJerence Ltbrcri.an, Burnle!) Library, lnncashtre Countg
Library and InJormqtioft Serutce
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LOCAL STUDIES GROUP AIINUAL REPORT 2006
'l'he l-ocal Stuciies Croup lt:ls sper-it part oi the -vcar consiclering its firture
opcration i n th e ligltt oI the rcdu cccl fi na| ciai su pport provi(lc(l blr CI I_lp. Olficers
har.e u'orhecl I r:rrcl 1o baliulcc tlte prioritics ol ntentbers. its they Llnclcrstzrncl thern.
wiiil anrr'chan{.-s in tllc lunctioning of the group. Ilespollses 1ion1 nenrbcrs are
al*.:rys rrelconic ilncl cletails lirr olflcers arc i -ailable on the tvebsitc.

The rvebsitc \yas reviseci in line $'itl.i tlrc rclaunci.i of the main CILIp rvebsitc
ir-r ordcr to providc .l more clllcicnt sen ice to ntembers. Hclen pye-Smith co-
ordinate(l ihc reclevelopntent of Ltic content and continues to ntailttarir-r the
site inlbrmation effecti,,clv on behalf of nentbers atrci as alrvays, constntctivc
fccclback on thc cont.-nt is \':llLrable.

Our CII-11) Council rcpresentaLivc. Elizabeth Mch ose was aclivc in her parlicipation
in Cll-il' aflhirs. including nrcntbcrship of tlic Grollp Rcvicry conrnriftcc, lvhich
has no$' reportecl ancl all mernbcrs shoulcl bc arvare of thc final clecisions.

CommitLcc memiters ilrc active ill othcr professiorli,tl qroLlps, ibr exarriplc Helen
I.]'.- Smith atlcncls the Stancling Comnrittcc lbr Archives in Musclrms and Jill
Barbcr:rttencls tltc Society ol Archir-ists Eclucation ar-rd Lcilrniltg Group.

1hc srrb{roups h:I'e proYiclc.l iin activc pr o{ramnle of cvents. in.tluciing visits
ancl clav schools. A visit to tl.tc Niltiolral Archivcs rvas org.lnised cllrring the
Summer. Thc Micllancls .xrcl Anglia sub group helcl iL rvell attendcd clay school
titled Calchttg ?]1eDl yoLrng \'vltcrc sorne clelegatcs paid ibr thcir o$,n attcnclance
ancl the North \{rest helcl a successful cl.ry on nilitan, historv. Locscot .evicwccl
the continLled formirt of their loc.ll stuclies lvcck to enablc sustainiibilitv in
luture eycnts.

The Dorothy NIcCr,rlla Mcrnoriirl Prize was arvarclecl to Eleanor Nannestacl 1or
hcr outstanding work and conLribLrtion to tho local studies field ovcr a period of
many )r!-ars ancl in pitrticular for her conutitrtcnt to supporting otltcr colleagucs
through the Mi(:llancls ancl Ar]glia srrb-group.

Training. particularlv in relalicrr to the opportunities pror-idcd by ti.ic Fr irmervork
of Qu:riificatior.ts, continucs to bc it priority and rvork is in ilrogr css bringing in
mcmbcrs {ronl otl.tcr sub-groups and regional corrn ttccs. Jill Barber will bc
speaking at Umbrcll:r in I latflelcl in 2O07.

Disscnin.rrion of inlbrntation ancl :r lbnrnr ibr cliscrrssiorr continucs to be tl-Ic
main strengtlt oflocal stuclics sub.qroups. rvhich produce substantial newslctters
for their rrcmbers- Reccnt financial constraints l-iitvc chailengccl but not ailected
the procluction and distribution al 'l'lte Locel Studies Librariatt onc oi the most
valued aspccLs of the Local Stuclies Group. Copics :rre ser.]t to Latvia. USA ancl
Nnv Zcalancl.

Jal Horrcll IIonorary Secretary LSG
ti



LSG TRDASURERS REPORT 2006
Thcse accounts. which show a slrrplus. look morc cheerful than a year ago,
although thc sharc of Umbrella 2005 proceeds should have been included in
2005. but was receivcd f-ar too l.1te from CILIP I I8.
Our Committee expenses were some g4OO lcss than cxpected. as meltbers rvcre
fin(ling it increasingly difficult to gct time off liom work to attend our meetings.

Regrctlully, we have written olf thc ren]ainder of the Cedric Chivers clcbt as the
chanccs of any recovery now appear very rcmote. As a result of this. we are
starting the ycar with a nicc clear Balance Shect

As members will know, CILIP HQ have scverc linancial problems. brought about
in the last lerv years by weak m.rnagemcnt and profligacy. A direct result of this
has bcen a cut of 50yo in Capit.rtion to us and all other Groups ancl Branches.
Your Committee have discussecl fully varior-rs options for economy.

These are likely to rcsult in fewer Committce meetings. witlr more comnlunication
by e mail. and much lcss financial support lbr the Sub-Groups.

We do intend to maintain and, if possible, inrprovc orlr serviccs to onr loyal
membcrship, cspccially with thc continued regular publication oI thc l-ocal
Studics Librarian". which is so valued by so many nlenrbers.

I comnrencl thesc accounts for yorrr approval.
Philip 'I-honras. ACIB - IJon. TreqsLLrer, LSG oJCIUP

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st December 2006

EXPENDITIJRE f
Nct VAT on Goods & Services 2-06
I-OCAI STUDIES L:IBRARIAN

2292-06

1052-35
7 -20

I-77
8 -,15

2 issues Net Cost
Main Committee Excs :

(3 Meetings)
Attendance at Outside Mtg
MCCULI-A AWARD:

2006 Award 1O0-O0
2005 Expenscs 8:108 100-60

Membership Sen iccs
International Rclations
Stationery & Photocopying 138 93
Postages/Phonc Calls 8-38
Payments tolfor Sub Group 62O-88

4232 68
Surplus lbr Ycar, carried down to

Profit & Loss Account 861 6ti
i5094-36

INCOME S
Capitation liom CILIP HQ 4381 OO
''Guidelines' - Royaltics on
FACET (CILII') Sales 14-03
UMBREI,L{ 2OO5 - Sharc ol

Surplus fronr CILIP 577-OO
COIF Deposit Account Intcrest I 22-33

9999=4=99
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Profit & Loss Account for the year ended 31st December 2006

Workin{ SLrrplus lbr vear, brought clorvn from above
Balancc of Cedric Chivers l-td (in liquiclation) r.witten off
N-ct Surplus carriecl lbnvtrrcl to Balance Shcct

Balance Sheet as at 3lst December 2006

LIABILITIDS
Accunulatecl Surplus as at 31st December 2OO5
ADD Surplus 1br 2OO5, brought clo\\'1.r from

Profit & Loss Accounl

McCULI,A Arvarcl for 2006 - not yet paicl
Prepiwments for I-OCAI STUDIES LIBRARIAN

(Winter 2OO6)

ASSETS
Balance at B.1nk
Balance at COIF Charities Dcposit Account

J1861-68
213 00

s618 68

91556-28
3081 -36

f,4637 64

s3888 21

€i i8-68
s4506-89

100-00

30-75
f,1637 -6;]

ADDITIONALLY

BALAIICES HELD FOR SUB-GROUPS on CIIARITIES DEPOSIT
London & Homc Counties (in Suspension) !i 142,61
ADD Intcrest 1br Vcar
Scoiush (LOCSCOT)
ADD Intercst for yeaJ
CYMRU/WALES
ADD Interest fbr year

BALAIICES HELD BY SUB-GROUPS
Micilancls & Anglia (Current Account

(Thejr Or.r.,r.r) COIF Charities lleposit
North Westerr.l
Scottish (LOCSCOT)
C\a4ltu/\\rAlES (Olcl Bar.rk Balance of tp. wrjtten oI0

51-96
sr 535-02

69 81
s. 725-20

32 97

1,119.1 57

t 604,83

75A-17

€9!9t=!Z

&3062-O r
644-56

1017 58
NIL

t1724,r5

s 649- 17
24l'2 84

P.D. Thomas, Hon. Treasurer.
22nd Febmary 2007. 3 ff"Yil'*'"'o ) Hon Auditors
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LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIAN OF THE YEAR

'l'he \\'inncr of thc Dorothy McCulla Menorial Prize lor 2006 is Elcanor
Nanncstad of l-incolnshire Corrntv Library. The calibre of entries was
high, and Eleanor achievcd the awar(l for hcr long tcrm and continuing
commitmcr.rt to l,ocal Studies in Lincolnshire County l-ibr.rries. She has spent
her whole carcer in thc county and liom thc 1gBOs, lvhen shc was Local Sttldics
Librarian in Lincoln Central l-ibrarv, to the prcsent shc has dcnronstrated
her enthusiasm and conrnitmcnt to the subject. Although her post in thc
library service, as in so many other placcs. now includes other responsibilities
hcr commitment still sho\r's through. She cloes a goocl deal of outrcach work
including an annual Lincolnshire guiz ancl contributes to local journals. In
the \\.i(ler librarv rvorlcl shc rvas one of thc lbunder nrcmbcrs of thc Micllands
and Anglia subgroup of the CU-IP Local Studies Group and 1br scveral ycars
has organised the successful annu:rl l)ay Schools rxn by thc sttbgroup its rvell

as shorter workshops and seminars. It is good to rcrvarcl the tvork of or.re of
the unsung jorrrr.leyn.ran librlrriars who do so nluch exccllent work in their
commlrnities. Elcanor will bc prcsented rvith hcr Arvarcl by lait Snowley.
President of CILIP. at the Midlands ancl Anglia Day Schooi at Nottinghan on
September l9th.

*****

Nominations are now being sought for the 2OO7 award. 1'his is a prestigious
award and usually generatcs a good dcal of publicity locarlly. There is much
work being carried or"lt and appreciatecl at a local levcl but this gives a cl.ra]-lcc

for a colleague to be rccogniscd n:rtionally. Do YOU know anyonc you rvottlcl

likc to nominatc for this Prize? Thc nominator clocs not neecl to be ir chicf
librarian - nominations are rvelcomc. lbr exanple. liom line mar.r:rgers.

colleagues and service users who :Irc awarc of the candidate s achievements:
the nominee, ho$,ever. must bc a nrember ol the lrcal Stuclies Grotlp.

The nomination proccdurc is very straightforrvard. Details about the Au,ard
and a nomination form can bc obtained fronr our Hon. Sccretary, flclen Pyc-
Smith, email: helcn.pye snith@ nationalarch ive s.gov.uk
Icl: O2O 8392 5278

Closing date: 3O Septcmbcr 20O7.
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LOCAL STUDIES GROUP COMMITTEE 2OO7

Chairnan Dor.r Martin. East Dunbartonshire Libraries
dor-r.rnartin@eastdunbarton. gov.uk

Vice Chairman: Alicc Lock. Tameside Libraries
loc.llstudies.library@tameside. gov.uk

FIon Sccretary: Helen {e-Smith. Resourcc Cenlre ancl Library,
Nationitl Archives
helcn.pye-smith@nationalarchives.go\'.uk

I lon Tre asurer: Ptrilip Thomils, Bifmingham
pthomasPdt@aol.com

FIon Editor, LSL lan Jamieson, Newcastle upon Tync
imjamieson@c,pac.net

CILIP Councillor: Elizabcth Melrose. York
cam@lieeuk. c<.rnr

Mcmbers: 
Jill Barber, Hertfordshire county Library
jill.barber@hcrtscc.gor..uk
I)iana Dixon, Southwold
(Deputy tlon Treasurerl
diana.clixon@cilip.org.uk
Julian Jeffcrson, Rochclale I_ibr.trics
julian. jeffcrson@link4lil-e.org

Representativcs of the geographic subgroLrps:

Midlancls and Anglia: 'lerrv Bracher, Northamptonshire Libraries
tbracher@northamptonshire. gov.uk

North Westcrn: Alicc I-ock, Tamcside Libraries
localstuclies.library@tamesidc..qo\,. uk

Scottish: Don Martin, East Dunbartonshirc Libraries
don.rrrartin@eastdunbarton. gov. uk

Please fcel lree to contact committee n.rcmbers or thc Fion. Secrctary on ilrty' matter you vish to havc brought to the Comrnittee s attcntion - or lor icleas
for meetings, clay scltools or workshops.

The Group is kept in touch with CII-IP hcadquarters via its new Membership
Support Unit.
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FROM OUR CILIP COUNCILLOR
CILIP Colrncil rnct at thc beginnir)g of April 2O07. 'fhis was an anniversary month
for Cll,lP - fi\'c ye.rrs standing. ad\.ocating gro$th in the profession. supporting
mcnbers durin.q a pcriocl o1 complex change lvithin libraries. spearheading a
positive attitude within governmcnt circles alcl thc mediar, local authorities
and. abovc all. thc nrcmbership - rvhile being awarc that lbr many the national
organisation appears to be lcss relcvant clue to thc shifts in their working lives.
An uphill task that nrust be takcr.r on boarcl.

Couucil rcprcsentatives, new ancl ol(1, wcre welcomed and olllce holclers for the
nerv Boards, Pancls zurd Committees wcre appointccl. lan Snowley rvas in'cste(l as
presiclent of CILIP for thc period 2OO7-2OOB. llc believcs tirat 'OLu'rnembers are lhe
keA Lo our-future... ' and he has already shown himself rvilling to attcnd Brarch and
Group mcetings to underlinc his nressage. Indcecl he has acceptecl irn invitauon to
attend thc Micllancls and Anglia l-ocal Studics Sub-g:oup meeting in Scptcmbcr to
prescnt Eleanor Nannestad with the I.SG Dorothy McCulla Arvard 2O06.

'l'he luture ol CILIP depends on a souncl financial superstructure and until this
is achieved, professional cducation arlcl advocacy cttnnot be carrie(l lhrough:
. Many men]bers htrd considercd that a rclocation of CILII) HO and stalf out

of Lonclon worrld be a savings option. Ilotessional advicc hacl inclicated that
this woulcl not crcatc thc necessary sal'ings ancl the li)rlrth floor ofRidgmount
Strect is to be let out to provide neecied revcrtuc.

. Mcmbcrs rverc once more Lrrgecl to change their subscriptions to Direct Debit to
save on a(ln1inistrative costs and Councillors rverc relieved to hear that. though
still sizcable, the projcctc(l tunding gap had bccn significantly decrezrsed.

. tsranches an(l Special Intcrest Groups nrust continue to u,ork within their
attenuated budgets and considcr ways of nra-rrimising income. Hcre LSG
r.nembers must thank its Treaslrrer, Philip Thomas, ancl Journal Editor, Ian
Jamieson, for their careful usc ofpresent resolrrces, but nrembers \Vill have to
undcrstard tlrat capitation in thc ncxt financial vcar will be greatly rcduced.

Thc Governance Implementation Group has:
. reportcd on projccted changes to the texts of the Royal Charter and thc

Byelaws. Thesc will be sent to the Priry Cor"rncil before being prescntccl to
CII-IP AGM in October.

. sent out er summary of the changcs to the Govcrnancc ol CILIP to Group
Committec OIficers. Fuller details ol the proposccl changes in the Repori of
the Governance Review Task Force is available on the CILIP website.

. proposed the harmonisation of the CILII) yeztr. Whcn agrcccl, thc lull
rccommendation will ensure that Grorrp and Branch financial years lvill fall
into line with CILIP by thc bcginning 01 2OO9, affecting thc rvork ilow of Group
and Srrb-gror.rp Treasurers.

A Policy Forum
Thc Itxccutive Board, Standing Conrmittces. thc existirlg rargc of sub-groups
ancl palels w'ill be dis-cst:rblished bv tl.re end 01 2007. A I'olicy Forum. chairecl

20



by the Vicc-Prcsiclent. will i)e sct up. A Dralt Spccification has been circulated
ancl our Group h:ls responclccl throrrgh our Chairmern. Don Martin. The Draft
Spccillcalion scts out thc rcmil. thc principles ancl the r()lc of thc Policy Forunt
and irttaches inportancc to rcplcscntation liont Branches, Spccial Intcrest
Croups. the I lome Nations. thc Alliliates all(l tltc Rctired Mcmbers GLtild. Tltese
groups will report to this [)olic,y Fonlrn on ntattcrs of professional policy. ancl
all lvill h!1vc equal voling slatus. throu{h their rcprcsentativc, clected bv arrd
from the conlnrittees ol each bocly.

Arcpor| 'Reuieu oJ CILIP menbership engagement' (March 2OOT), researchcd
bv Jill Martin at thc rcqucst ol-thc l\!ew Business Model Working Crorrp. was
prcsente(l to Council. 'l'his report looks at the intcraction of CILIP IIg an(l
thc n.len)bership ancl rccomncnds changes - within the cxisting activities of
Ritlgntount Strcet. thc staff stnrctrrres. conlmunication ancl markeling. One of
thc proposals will bc that ihc Group Liaison Oljicer svstem be abolishcd as a
buclget savinq nreirsure blrt bc rcplaccci b1- a srritable alternative systent.

Thc New Business Model Working Group con|cnecl jn May to cot.rsicler thc
progress that hirs l;een nladc \\,ithin this Cll-lP working programme.
. Thc Cll,lP Pr csiclcnt. Ian Sno\1er'. is progrcssing a transitional firn(linE noclel

lbr Ilrancires and Spccial Interest Groups. This modcl nceds definition. but
it is hope(l that it may bc availablc shortll. for consultation. lt r'"'as agrecd
that this was a difficlrlt issuc and subnlissions from Branchcs and Special
InteresI Groups have been consid('rcd.

. 1'hc IC'f llevicrv rvor.rlci be cielavecl as the CILIP IIeetd of ICT was leaving thc
organisation. I Iolvcver lvork on :r tcncicr: clocument \\,'as unclcnvay :rncl it rvas
hopcd thirt thc Rc\.icw woul{l be conplctccl by Septen.rbcr 2007.

. A tendcr (loclrmcnt for the Rcvicw of the Irrarrcrvork of Sualifications and
Accrcdilation is being clraltecl ard il is hopcd that a llcvicrv could be completcd
by ihc en(l of 2007.

It rvoulcl be rrselirl 1o rca(l this report alongsidc the prcf ious one in thc lrcal
Studies Liirranen uoL.25 no.2. \Vitllcr 2006. pp.15 16. as it is a continuation
ovcr a pcriocl of much activitv in Council. Also. rrembers should bc aware thal.
CILIP nialters arc oruoing co|rtinLrallv. I originally \wote this rcport lor The Local
Stltclies librcn'ian last month and it has alrea(ly l]ad to be revise(l for publication
thanks to rcccnt upclatcs liom the Covern:rnce Implcncntation Croup.

Should mcmbers of thc l,ocal Sttrdics Group wish to havc anything within this
account clarificcl, I will l)c !'cr t* plcascd to do so. Plcase just contact ne . I would likc
to finish by thanking thc Locai Strrclics Group lbr thc opportunity of reprcsenting
their interests {and, :1t tintes, hlrri v-ing then} to rcsponcl to CII-IP requests lbr
information) at Ridgmolrnt Strect. It h.rs becn ir privilegc and .tn education.

Eliz,obelh Melrose: CIIIP CoL]lcillor represenLitl(J tlrc lpcal Stucli,es CroLLp
TeI: 019O4 614335: email ean'L@freeLLk.conl
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FROM OUR SUBGROUPS
Our North I est subgroup rcports that their joint clay school i1,'ith the Socictlr
ofArchivists attracted 43 dclegates fronl all over ille country inclucling l,ondon,
Northcrn lreland and Birmingham. The Socicty of Archivists did rnost of the
orgirnising but thc subgroup lecls that it has raised thcir profilc among other
prolession:rls, cspecially as it was chaircd bv Monis Girrratt, thc subgroLrp's
Chairman. As rvell as archivists, nlany ofthc librelry delcgatcs canre fionr social
inchrsiolr rather than 1ocir1 studies perspcctivcs. 1'hc speal{ers includecl Julic
Devonalcl and Jackic Ould fronl thc Ahrlccl Iqbal Ullah Race Rclations Rcsource
Centre, Sian Iloberts ancl lzzy Mohanmecl on the Connccting Flistories Projcct
in Birmingham, Alice Lock and Nazrul lloque or] thc Tamcsidc Oral History
Projcct, Ke\.in Bolton on thc Quccr Up Norlh l)rojcct in Manchestcr ancl Mcn1.n
BLlsteecl on sourccs for thc Irish connrunity. Tl.rere was also ixr opportunity
to tour thc Race Rclations Resource Ccntrc. 'fhc next clay school will bc on 2l
Novcmbcr at the Cheshire Rccord Otncc on thc thcme of(ligitised sourccs. It will
covcr thc Cheshire Tithc Map F rojcct (a very r.rsefi-rl project rvhiclt has digitjsed
tithe maps .rnd rvill put ihem online). Blackburns s Cotton Toivn project and
House of Images (digiUsecl photographs). Wc havc one other speaker to org.uise.
Meanrvhile, Maureen Burns has done a draft of a ncu' edition of our newslettcr
which hopcfully will be out in the AutLrmn. and it is hopcd to try to circulatc it
arnong non local studies librarians. Thc subgroup is currently concerned that
cornmittce mcmbcrs working lbr Lancashirc County Council have bccn told that
they can no longer attend mecLings durir]g $'orking l.rorlrs iI they have l)een on
thc committec longer than three years. Thc cxplanation is that this gives nelv
peoplc a chance to serve, but the subgroup comments that in Itlct it denics it the
expcrience of long sen'ing mcnrbers and that so l-ar no rcplaccmt-'nts zrre coning
forward, and that it seems short sighted fbr thc library autl]ority who ol course
benefit liom thc contacts arrd knorvledgc built up by conmittee mcmbcrs.

The Midlands and Anglia subgroup reports thart ils conlmittee has bcen
concentrating on compiling the progranrme for the lbrthcoming Annual Day
School and AGM to be hcld in Nottinghan] on lgtlI Septembcr $'iil'I thc gencral
theme ol Using yollr Initiativc , and a lull programrre l.ras now bccn complcted
and advcrtised JFLIrther details in 'Notes aJld News l. The subgroup also reports
some changes to its committee . Margaret Bear(l has retired from hcr post at Stoke
Archives and has stepped down: our thanks are duc to hcr for all her rvork lbr the
committcc. Terry Bracher will be resigning as Secrctary and from the Committee
as he is moving to a new post in Wiltshirc. Thc subgroup also cxpressed its
pleasure at the award of the llorothy McCulla Prize to Ele.Lnor Narncstacl of
Lincolnshire: she has bcen on thc Midlands and Angua cornmittee sincc thc
slrbgrorip's inception and among her othcr activitics has been responsibility lbr
organising all of its highly successful Day Schools.

Our Scottish subgroup. LOCSCOT. reports that lbllou-ing their Auturnn clay
school, which discussed the luturc dircction of k)cal History Wcek, a working
partv has been forned to look at the issues raiscd ancl to develop a strates/
for futurc Wecks including markcting.,) pronrotional matcrial ancl centralised



resources. Thc Spring Dar. School \\.ras on consen'ation issues ancl proYecl
most intcresting and inii)rnriitive. ( overin.g ttrcas such ars rrap presen'ation
ancl digitisation. photographic collections arcl a h.lnds-or] rvorkshop or.r papcr
hanclling and conscn'ation, thouglr son)c sLrspccted at the encl of thc lattcr thatt
il $,as sinlplv a scherne to get (lclc.qfltcs to hclp in the task of clczlning thc books
in thc Mitchell Library! A lirllcr report or1 this l)erv School appears elscrvhcre ir.r

ihis issue. ']'he CILIPS conlerence in Peel)lcs u'as held on JLrnc l3th. \ith the
overall thenrc of'First CLrstonrer: clcveloping people-ccntrecl library senices'.
Within this. I-OCSCO-f prcsentcd a \vcll-atlcn(lcd paper on projects tbr children
which involved a varicty of speakcrs rvho Ibcusecl on tl.rree local stuclies projects
across Scotland. sholvcasing cvents for I)re-5, prinrarv ancl seconclary school
age groups. Thc srrbgroup erlso reports that Eilccn Moral has Icft thc conrn)ittee
ancl that Christine Miller lionr East IJLrnb.rrtonshirc has joinccl.

IIAVE YOU SEEN...?
Some r:ecent items of interest to local studles libradans

Prrvl Pedlelt. Copuriqll curcl imcgcs. Updale.6(5). Mall 2007.36'37.
A vcry usehrl article on a thorny problenl. The author points out that thcre is
'r.idcspread confLrsion about copyright in irrlages pllblishecl on the rveb: cven
copyir.tg a small irragc without pcrnrission coul(l cost a lot il'a rights-lrolclcr finds
out.'l'herc is agoocl cleal ofuseiirl inlbnnzrtion o|l poter.rtial problcms in the articlc
ajrd there are c,ranrples ltom the loolrl histor v- fielcl - inclced the author's'case
study dcals with problcms u'hcrc a ltrrblic library local studies collection rvishcs
to digitise photographs \vhich havc been (lonatcd over the yet rs. Ilead it!

Suscn Beil. Baller lete lhorr necer a lcarnttgl experience in Ircdl S{u.lies.
LOCSCOT 5[1). Sprits 2OO7.8 -12.
The ar-rthor bricflv clcscribes hcr career
ultimately to hcr expcrience on thc new
at Robcrt Gorclon University. Aber(lcen.
coursc.

LlistorlJ Aliue Tarnesicle. No 2, 2007. Tctmestde L<>coI Hislorll Forunt. 61pp. Fre{..
A\-ailatlle from tlrc Forlrnl at www.tarnesidehistoryforum.org,uk or email Gav
Oliver at gayolivcr@aol. conr
This is the seconci issue of a most intcresting pr-lblication :rnd contains il
misccllany of inlbrmation about thc T.rmcsidc area, lvitll short articles on ir
variety of topics such as chrrrchcs, ir]dustrial history ancl people. ancl includes
a dircctory of Forum members. It is licc l)ccausc of financial slrpport from thc
CommLlnity Foundation fbr Grcater Milnchestcr. I-il(c many local pr-lblications
some of its matcrial will be o[ intcrcst to a lvicler audiencc - for iustance a
contribution by Bob I Iayes on ebay as a source of naterial fbr local historiarts,
in which he notcs that on a fairlv cursory scarch he noted sone 70 iterns relating
to Tameside lvhich rvcre of potcntial intercst to local histori.uls.

as a local stu(lies librarian. leadinQ
corlrsc on local stuclies managemcnt
She <icscribes and cunrncnts on thc
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Psmela Brooks. Hota to research gour JroLse. Locctl tlistory McLga2ine, 113, MaU/
,Titne 2OO7 2l-24.
A straightlbnvard introcluction to sources lbr tracing the history ofvour house.
with cornmcnts. Could bc uselll to show to rtsers starting to work orl this topic.
Author has \witten a book of the same title.

I(lnJamieson.lrcal studies. In Bntish Librarianslltp q.nd I4lormatiort Worle , 199 I
2000, cd J H 8o.uman. Ashgolc, 2006. pp 215'261: also 2OOl 2OO5, AsltgQLe
2OO7. pp 231-217.
Thesc contributions in these volumcs arc brief surrmarics of cleveloPments in
thc fieid during the rclcvant pcriod. rvith extensive bibliographies.

NOTES AND NEWS

Congratulatlons to Diana Dixon on rccei\ing tltc prestigious Walford Award
for'sLlstained and continual contribLrtioll to the scicnce .rn(l art ofbil)liography .

Dlrring her lcngthy ancl successlitl carcer Dr Dix{nt has ccrtainly showr.} this to
be true. rvith her bibliographical publications, reports an(l periodic.Ils. \\4rilc the
Awarcl is for hcr contribution to bibliogr:rphy in all fields. ;rnd her trcatises have
rangecl over rcferencc stock, thc neivspaper ancl pcriodiclrl press and busincss
archivcs, many of her publications are, in Iact, rclated to local stLrclics. These
havc include(l local ncrvspapers ar]d NEWSPLAN, as rvcll as thc jnvaluablc
Ircal Studie.s tib rartclnslTtp: ct LDorId bibliograph!1 POO2), rvhich has bccome the
esscntial reference in the ficld. Alongsidc her bibliographical rvork has been
support for the Local Studies Group, rvhere she hi1s hclcl various ofhccs ovcr
the ycars ar.rcl published material. bibliographical and otherrvise. in The I'ocQL

Slrdies.f-ibranan. Overall. shc has prodltccd a bocly ofrvork ofrvhich aly iruthor
coulcl justly be proud, and thc Arvarcl citation inciucles the statemcttt that 'l-ler

rvork is appreciated by scholars, historians, loca historians and librariars in
Iocal authorities, universities ald collegcs .

Congratulations also to Malcolm Holmes lbr his MBD. arvarclecl in thc New
Years llonours List. Malcolm, trnlil his recent retirement, was the Borough
Archivist for Canden. At library school in Ncwcasile he bccanlc intercsted in local
history, and in 1974 hc was appointccl as Camdcn's first Local History Librarian.
LIe remained in this post, lvith various changcs in title. until a rcorganisation
in 1994 led to his appointment to a ncw post of Borough Archivist: by then he
was a registcrecl archivist as wcll as a chartered Librarian. During his tinlc as
l-ocal Studies Librarian the servicc expzrnded ancl the stock grew enormoLlsly
ancl in 1995 the opportunity arose lbr thc collections to move from thcir cramped
accommodation to Holborn Library. crcating the Camclcn Local Studies and
Archives Centrc of today. I-lc was interested in peoplc as well as information,
ar-tcl gave many talks and procluced various local publictttions. As a colleague
said, Tor Malcolm local history has notjust been ajob, bLrt more a rvay oflife'.
We wish him a long ancl happy retircnent.
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'Lcal history is alive al-Id well is thc tiUe of a photograph and paragraph relating
to the l,ocal Studics and Maritime Librarl in Southampton published in the June
issue of Updote. This dcals with a quiz night helcl by the Local History Forum in
the Library to commemorzlte the 9sth anniversary of the Tit(1nic. Competitors
used the collection to research thcir answers ar-Id the w.inner u,-as presentecl
with a book about thc ship.

Warwickshire Libralr Sen'ice has launchecl a website to celcbrate the i5oth
arlnivcrsary of tltc publication of George Eliot's first novel Sccnes ofClerical Life'.
The site is plrtting the county s collection of George Eliot's letters online fbr the
first time. These letters pror,icle a rarc opportunity for scholars ard students to
gajn insi.qht into Eliot's life. The main group consists of letters to and by Eliot
and her partner George Henry Lewes: othcrs show corrcsponclence to and fro[r
members ofher brother s lamilv. They cover a range ofsllbjects including matters
such as vivisection and sonre correspondence on scientific rvorks. A further
collection relates to fanlily letters. The site also contains a biography, and the
printed collcction of Eliots works car.r also be acccssed: useful links to other
relevant material are also provicled. I-esley Kirkwoocl. the local studies librariar,
says that the wcbsite is a rvonderful opportunity to find out about one of the
counlr's forcmost figures ancl that thc letters are of great importance to those
interestcd in Eliot or to those who are cLrrious about society liic in the nincteenth
centlrry. Visit qrww.wansickshire.gov.ul(/georgeeliot. Thc dieitisation of the
letters rvas funde ci by MLA Wcst Midlands.

Thc Midlancls and Angiia subgroup of l,SG has announced the latest of its very
successful Day Schoois. This rvill be held in Nottingharn Central Library on 19th
September, under the titlc "Using your Initiative: connecting Local Studies with
the regional ancl national agenda'. Spcakers will cover various aspects of the
ways in lvhich iocal studies can bc used as part ofregional and national agendas.
Brian Ashley ofNottingham City Libraries gives a personal ard professional vierv
of horv Local Studics is well placcd to contribute to the current regional alld
national agcnda; Cathy Pcterson describes a partnership projcct working with
sccondary schools using a variety of local studies arcl ICT resourccs to develop
Key Stage 3 literary skills; Nick Barratt, historian, talks about rvorking with
thc media ard his new rveb-based initiative Naticrrr's Memorl|bank; and Ruth
Riding discusses dcveloping a workshop a]-Ici exhibitior.r intencled to appeal to
young people interested in journalism and research using archival materials.
The subgoup's AGM will also be hcld during thc day.
The Images ofEnglarld project ofphotographing every'listed building'in England
has now bcen complctecl and a publicity/informatior.l lcaJlet has now been
produced. It inclLrdes very brief information about the projcct and its paraneters,
acknowlcdges the lvork of its voluntcer photographers, gives sone exanples of
unusual constructions photographed, zud explains how to get the best out of
the website, including some -top tips'. It points out that it is one of thc largest
Iree online image libraries on thc internet. See www,imagesofengland.org.uk
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You may have seen that long-established bookbinder Riley Drlnn and Wilson
went into administration in March, and some 70 workers were made redundant
The good news now is that the assets have now been bought by Charles Dunn
g.ntrdsor] of the one of the firm's co-founders, and his partrer Jeremy Mills,
iafeguarding the remaining 57 jobs in Falkirk ald Huddersfield. The Riley
Dunn ald Wilson name will be retained. Charles Dunn said recenUy that while
the problem had been falling demand for reference book and periodical binding
as more people opted to store information elechonica-lly, there are substantial
and growing markets for specialist publishing and book prodrlction services

such as conservation, repair and restoration artd it is planned that these will
be developed. There has already been much support from exisung customers
and the company is now intending to build on its longstanding reputation for
craftsmcnsh ip and customer service

Elizabeth Melrose, the Group's CILIP representative' has now retired from her
post in North Yorkshire County Library Please note her new email address:

eam@lieeuk. com Anlthing sent to her address at North Yorkshire will be rejected'

We wish her a long and happy retirement.

MicroFormat
,...... securing the future of the past

preservation microfilming
and digital

Tel: 01634 813751
Faxi 01634 831557

archivin g@microformat.co.uk
www.microf ormat.co.uk

imaging
MlcroFormat UK Ltd
lmage House
344 High Street
Rochester
Kent ME1 1JE

26


