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EDITORIAL

Twenty five years is not very long in the life of an organisation, but LSG does
feel that it has provided a useflll channel of communication for local stlldies
Librarians, and is tl-rereibre entitled to celcbrate. As with most anniversaries.
'taking stock' is pal1 of the act, and we have done that at our Jubilee meeting
and in l^SL. In our last issue Ian Maxted provided a brief history ofour Grcup,
and in this one we continue with two fufther afticles. Michael Dewe takes a
look at local studies librarianship over the last fifty years, with an eye to the
future, and Diana DL\on gives a brief outline of the iiterature of local history
librarianship.

Michael Dewe argues in his afticle that local stlrdies centres are the way
forward, though certainly not universally welcomed. Rcsource was set up to
bring libraries, museums and art galleries together, and local studies is ar.r
obvious field. One da]]ger, however, is that a single body io thc local studies
field might be seen as a way to save money rather than improve services if
so, this must be resisted.

Local studies collections are often seen as mainly a public library activity.
However, with so many courses with local connotations in further and higher
education nowadays, academic institutions nced to supply local studies
material, either iD original form or by surrogates. Surprisingly little research
seems to have been done on local studies collections in academic libraries.
so the PhD work by Marie E. Nolan will be welcomed.

Volunteers in libraries are a topic of concern today, though many public
libraries are a]1d have been using them for speciJic projects such as indocing
- and wc recently carried an article about volunteers {though qualified
librarians) doing work for the National Trust. To widen the discussion we
includc an article on Knowsley library, where volunteers are taking part in a
government schcme. The topic seems rclevant in the light of our Group's
concern about declining numbers of designated local studies librarians,
particularly in the smaller public libraries emerging fron local government
reorganisation - though we must not forget the new first,time appointments
of local studies librarians in Dorset and North Yorkshire

Also relevant to the above is the news that CILIP is conducting a review of all
its special interest groups. We aIc an active group a]]d we believe we serye
our members well whether they are designated local studies librarians.
reference librarians, assistants in a branch library - or even volunteers,
who can join as associates. We think that we can continue to serve them
best as an independent Group, but to do this rve need to have a solid
membership base. Subscription time has arrived: please tenew your LSG
membership and encourage others to join us, Aiter all. local studies is a
subject for everyqlg in the cornmunity and certainly helps to satisfy part of
the government's agenda for social inclusion and lifelong leaming.



GIFTS GUIDDLINES AI\ID GIGABYTES: local studies past and future

Nlicl]rLet DeLL)e

This article is an overvicw of local studies iibrarianship past and present but it
also tries to look to the fr-rtur e. It is based on m.iny vears of practising, tcaching.
research :rr-rcl publishirlg on the subject, and was originally preparcd lor a day
school ol the Wclslr subgroup ol LSG in late 2002: I now leel however, that it is
\','orth pr-esenting to a widcr audience.

Before reorganisation

When I w:1s intenic['ed for a p]acc at Latymcr Upper School in 195 t. thc headmaster
askecl re \\,'hat I lvanted lo be. I said I wantcd to be an archaeologist. I dic r't in
lact becomc orte. as a kno\.vledge ol Latin (which I did not have) rvas required:
another .equirement lvas to attend Lrniversity, whilc in lact I left school just belbrc
nly srxteenth birthday. Inslcad I becanlc, throngh cvcning classcs, a qualified
librarian. This was not a second choice, buL a very deliberate .lecision and I now
Icel thal I have liad .rn illrrost pcrfect careerl twenty years as ir practising libr:rrian
anci. afLcr I jorned the the. Collcgc of Librarianship, \\rales in 1975, LrvenLy years
talking about llcing a librarian and continuing to do so cven after scvrn yeJrs rn
retircrnent!

Although I .licl not beconlc an archacologist. history has always interested mc ll
\r,as r.rl\/ ]lcst school subject, and ilt one time- when I was agccl atbout lburlcen I

thoughl seriously abolrt writing the history of a local church. although I Dever clid

so. My real intercsL in laeal history, hou'cvcr. really look off whcn I became i1

mcmbel of statl in F-ulhalrr Rclererlce l,ibrary - later I becilnie Refcrcnce Librarian.
The posL incllrded respollsjbility for the local history collection irnd ui th;rl iirlle I

kne$'little.ibout loc.rl studies librarianship (il rvas not taLlght as part ol Iny
prolessional cducation), nor lor thal matter mtlch about Lhe history of Fulham.
Thjs changed over the ncxl lew years. as I for,rncl mysell nlaking a .ontribution lo a
ne$' hisLorJ of Fulhanr, to be published by the local history societv writing a

biographic:rl sketch ol Fulhanl s lnost important local hisloriair - and lecturing on

local str-rdies librarianship at thc local collegc ol cbmmercc!

Nobody has u'ritteD a clclailed stucly of the development of local studies colicctions
in pLrblic libraries ar1.l I am not attempting that herc what I am trying to do is to
presenI mv personal expericnce of local siudies librarianship over lhe years in
order Lo appreci.rte the great strides that have been made and understancl sonc ol'

tl)e ch.rllenges that still lacc the profession ln order to do this lct Lrs return to the
1960s ancl Fulham Relcrcnce Library'

Apart froln tlvo or three standard local history texts on the opcn shelves in lhe
FtLLhan rcfclence libral{, the iocal colleclion was hol.rsed in the borough ljbradan s

ollice, which lbrtunately {'as nearby Sonlc local authorily archives. such as lSth
centrrry rate books, werc stored in the large walk in sale in the basement along
wilh the petty cash. In addition, for want of morc appropriatc a'r:ommod;rLion a

s]nall collection ol donalcd paintings \,viis stored on an lrnused side staircase 'lhe



fact that the collection containcd works by the local Pre-Raphaelite paintcr Burnc
Jones. who lived in Fulham for many ycars, was not taken into account in pro\riding
such poor storage: Victorian painting and Victorian library buildings \vere very
much oul of Lrvour dt (his time.

This, it seems to me, is a typical pjctLrre of local stlrdies around fifty years ago: a
collection which was often inaccessible, as were the catalogucs and indexcs; no
speclal accommodation, so that inportant matcrials slrcir as the paintings
mentioned above were inappropriately stored; no specialist statT and lew users,
even though there was an active local history society. However, as with nlost aspects
of public iibrarianship then and no\t, the situation varied round the country.
Plymouth had aiways had a local room in its cenLrai library (erected l9l0) and
improved iocal studics facilities were a leature of thc main library buildings ol tbe
1930s -Manchester, Sheffield alld Hudderslleld lor example. Edinburgh undcr Erncst
Savage is credited with being the first UK public library to make the local colleclion
a subject department in its own right in 1932.

While working in the relcrence library in the 6Os I became very intercsled in the
man who had written the threc volllme sLandard history of the parlsh, later thc
Borough of Fulham, published in 1900. At the time he rvas working in thc lalc
nineteenth century Lhere lvas no local collection of signillcance FLllham Public
Libraries only began in 1887 and there was no local or county rccord oflicc. Hc
therefo.e formed his own working collection ol material and cngaged local
photographers to take pictllres lbr inclusion in his book- His manuscripl ol the
book, including material not included in the printed version, and his collectjon of
material that he used was subsequently acqlrired by the library by gift and by
pllrchase. These formed a major part of the Fulham collection in the early part of
the Lwentieth century. l,ater on lhe library acquired the paintings previollsll' relcrrcd
to through a generous bcqllest. This is not the only case of stock acqllisition by
these ineans: Robin Ansell, writing about the history ol local stlldies collections
in A M..rnLr..I oJLocal stu.lies llbr (rraanshrp instances a ntlmbcr of librarie s in vanolrs
parts ol Ure country rvhich originated with the acquisition. by donation or bequest,
oI an impor tant private co]1ection. That at Derby, lbr instance, began with a donation
by the thcn Duke ol Devonshire ofhis Derbyshire books jn I878. This draws attentjon
to the importance oI the gifts'in my title and also to the lact that mllnicipal
libraries, in the abscnce o1 county libraries prior to 1919, often collected beyond
theif boundaries: 1br instancc Derby coilected Derbyshire and Birmingham covered
Wanvickshire, whiie in Wales Aberystwyth collected material aboLit CardiBanshire.

In 1965 local govemment reorganisation saw Fulham merged with the neighbounng
metropolitan borough of Hanmersmith. Hammcrsmith had an archivist. u,'ho in
thc new larger authority had an increased rcmit and so the two Borough s archivcs
were brought together in a largc branch library. In addition the archivisl had overall
cl-rarge oflocal studjes provision, although the two local stuclies collections remained
separate, in the Hammersmith and Fulham relerence libraries. At Hamnersnjth
the collection was housed in a large cupboard in the rclcrence stack in which
shelves had been Iitted. Reorganisation thcrefore broLlght some improvements for
thc archives service but the local studies collections had to q,'ait.



Mid sixties to mid eighties

Twenty ycars later, during which time my practising librarianship was replaced by
ml' tcaching librarrianship. including local studies, I edited A manucl oJioccrl stuclies
librcncn5^hip, published in 1987. This lvas partly an attempt to create a new version
ofJ.L. flobbs's standard work Incal hisLory in the library, last published in 1973 as
a revision by Gcorge Carter ol the o.iginal work of 1948. Since then various changes
and developments had taken place in the local studies lield and I tried to identify
these in rny lntroduction to the Manliol:

' Increased public interest in local and family history. This was in all
scctors ol education and as a leisure pursuit. It was lnl-rch stimulated by radlo and
tcicvision programmes.
. Local goverrlment reorganisation in all pa s ofthe UK from f965 to f975.
A re-casting oI bolrndaries posed some problems but, on the whole, the larger
authorities that resulted allowed a pubiic library staffstiucture in which specialist
iocal sludies libra.ians could be employcd, often with a seilior librarian often having
authority u.ide responsibility lbr local studies.
' The local history collectior was renamed the local studies collection in
many libraries. This reilected the lact that that they contain materiais other than
the purely hjstorical and that they are concerned with lhe present (and Lhe liture)
as well as the past.
' Accommodation for local studies collections was improved. The numerous
ne\\' buildings of the 60s throlrgh to the late BOs usually provided special
accommodation the M(lnu(ll mentioned Birmingham, Cardiff, Reading and
Portsmouth Central Libraries as well as Shrewsbury Library and Glasgow s Mitchell
Library.
' Ther:e was a need to improve the approach to the preservation and
conservation of local studies materials. This was stimulated by the iniluential
l9B4 Ratclifle report on the subject. Local studies librarians began to realise that
acqlrisition and organisation was insufficient in itself and that there had to be a
concern lor their long-term preservation through satisfactory conservation and
storagc.
' New local studies library activities were emerging. These included oral history
recordings and publications programmes.
' The use of computers ilr libraries aDd local studies departments was
developing. 'lhis lvas a major devclopment since the 1973 edition of Hobbs. However,
$'hile examples could be found of a computerised local studies catalogue. a
bibliographical database, and the use ofcomputers lbr indexing local newspapers,
local stlrdies departme ts were generally speaking slow to take advantage of
computer techniques (and our archive colleagues even less so). Perhaps it was
because the computing priorities of pllblic library systems lay elsewhere.
' ln 1977 the Local Studies Group was founded. This provided a national focus
for librarians working in the lield, and the establishment ofregional sub-groups of
I.sG helped too.

Thc cllmlllative eflect of an increased interest in local studies, specialist staff,
better accommodation and a highcr professional profile in the public library service
led to greatly increased use of local collections which. while welcomed. took place
during times of financial stringency. 
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Mid eighties and nineties

Four years later I edited a follorv'up volune to the Mnnu(rl, which included chapters
on information technolos/, preservation and conservation. and genealoRv and falnih,
history, as a responsc to some of the trends I h?rd identjlied in local slrlclies
librarianshjp. llowever, in the short period under rcview, the most signillcant cvcnt
lor local studies librarians was probably the publication in l99O of the l,ocal Studics
Group s l-(rcl stlralies libraries: Llbrory Associarion erLtideline-stor local stu(iies proDi-sion

tn public libre.i.e s .

Thc trends identilied this time were:
. The promotio! of rew statrdards for local studics libraries. 'I'hesc guidelirlcs
provided the ilrst concisc statement, endorsed by our professional alssociation,
about what local studies provision entails lbr public libraries. The Culclclines covered
everything from a definition of local studies, through types of material and
classillcation and cataloguing to copyright,
' New service opportunities. These might be through reninisccnce work.
cooperation witlr local socieiies, thc use of computers. and incomc generation.
' The treeds of user groups. This took account ol the grorving demartcls lronr all
levels oI education and lamily historians, for example.
' Prescreation and conservatio[. This was now highlighted in the Gurdeiines and
also. as menticned above. in a chapter in this second volume.
' Cooperation qrith other sourcc providers. These provjders included rccorcl
offices and museums.
'The need for maikctiDg the local studics service, This might include tltc
targeting of specific community groups, rather than ahvays attempting to reach
the entire community.

The second volume of the M(rnu(rl was followed by the u.'riting in 1994 ol a distance
learning module, along with Jill Barber. for the Department of Infornt^tion altcl
Library Studies, Aberystwyth. The challenge here was to cover local studics
librarianship in si\ module units and we paid particLliar attention lo sources ancl
their rise, management and marketing. As a result of this experience I embarkt:d
upon a nelv edited work, not so much to replace the now somewhat elderly t$'o
volume Mcnuai of 1997 and 1981, but to provide a more concise vicw of locirl
studies in a New Labour political context and as it entcrs a new ntillennrtllll.
Publishcd in 2002 as -lrcal studies collection nranagement, the book follorved harcl
on the heels of the publication of Diana Dixon s world bibliography of local stuclies
librarianslrip and the greatly expanded second edition of the Local St dies Group s
GLrideiines,. which pays much more altention to matters such as dillerent Llscr
categories, relationships with other professions and groups. and markcting :1nd
promotion.

The future?

If )rolr look at lrcal studies coiiecaion managernent, you ,..r,'ill scc son]e familiar themcs
from the Manuai but there is one significant diflercnce - in a final chapter I havc
tried to consider the future of local studies both in te.ms of what is likelv lo
happen and what possibly needs to happen:



' Corvergence, integration or coop€ration. The idea of a local studies centre
housing library, local archives - and possibly other elements, such as the local
museum and archaeological unit- is not new. it was aired in the Ig87 ManuaL and
has been suggested at least since the early 1970s. Formerly a feature of urban
authorities, it is now being taken up by the counties, as such examples as the
Shropshire Records and Research centre ald more recentiy the much publicised
Surrey History Centie indicate. The idea of the local studies centre is anathema to
some, accepted by those who are willing to go along with convergence, and welcomed
by those who are prepared to agree to complete integration. The least acceptable
outcome is continued, but obviously improved, cooperation between institutions.
However, whatever our opinions may be, the locai studies centre seems to be the
llture, and the one which to me to offers the most benefits to all parties, including
users and local authorities.
' Education and skills. Convergence, or more specially integration, is likely to
lead to a demand lbr new kinds of locai studies professional and non prolessional
stalf- the klnd of people who have the education and skills to work in an integrated
local studies environment. This means that opportunities must be provided lbr
staffto obtaln cross discipline education and ski]ls in order to feel at ease working
with printed material, records and artelacts.
' Information and communications technology, As indicated earlie. in this paper
ICT is changing the local stlldies environment in a way that it was almost impossible
to imagine ten to fifteen years ago. What is worrying to the onlooker is that there
appears to lle no real shape to development. For instance a great deal oi money is
being spent on digitisation withouL the basic question being asked about the
fundamental things we want to use computers lor in local studies libraries - perhaps
it might be to provide integrated database software - and how we go about achieving
these in a way that is not unstructured, haphazard and wasteful of resources.
' A natioral plan for local studies matedal of all kinds and wherever located
is needed. what these brief cornments on the use of ICT lead on to is the lack of
a national plan lbr local studies provision and resources. Such a plan would recognise
the need lor legislative change. Such legislative changes would recognise:

' The British National Archive. This ntrst recognise the conlribution that
each local studies collection makes to the concept of a British National Archive,
as each collection is a unique local record. lncal collections should thus receive
some central funding for the role they play in preserving the nation's mernory.
' copyright. It is suggested that some rights could be devolved to public
libraries local studies libraries/centres in recognition of their role in collecting
and preserving for postcrity unique and other local material.
' Leadership role. Consideration should be given to the setting up of a
national body to lead and guide local studies provision and developmenL.
This might perhaps be a unit of Rersource, or perhaps a revamped role for the
National Preservation Office.
' National standards. These need to be even more demanding than the t-SG's
guidelines, ancl might, fbr example, even express mandatory requirements lbr
storage.

Thesc, then, are some su$lcstions ibr the future of local studies which librarians
might consider and discuss. Finally, to return to the first part of this article, you



might like to kno\r what happened in Fulham and Hammersmith after the initial
changes of 1965. Eventually the local coilections and the archives were brought
together in a new building called the Archives and Local History Centre: this is the
future as envisaged in this paper.

MtchoeL DeLL)e is on autf@r and speaker c.nd a commtttee member oJ the I,sC;.

LENDING TIME: the Knowsley way

Eileen Hume

When it comes to getting things done. it is often said that onc volunteer is beLtcr
than a lew p.essed men. Knowsley Library Seruice is testing this nla-'.im in an
exciting new volunteering initiative, called Lending Time , aimed at encouraging
people in the community to get involved with their local library scrvrce.

Knowsley is the only library service in the North West to have been choscn to
participate in this scheme, which is being piloted in only six local alrthorities in
the whoie country. The other authorities are Gateshcad, Stalfordshire, Mcrton,
Bournemouth and Kent. The projcct is coordinated by CorDrunity Sen'ice Voluntcers
(CSV). in consultation with participating library services and local authoritics,
the DCMS and the ACU (Home Oflice Active Community Unit). The time span ol
the pilot is three years. Shared Intelligence who act as independent evaluator s arc
evaluating the projects periodically throughout this period. There is also a National
Reference Group that includes representativcs from DCMS, ACU and CILIP.

CSV thinks public libraries provide an important service. and one in which more
opportunities to involve volunteers are greatly needed as they can bring a real and
Iasting lnprovement to the quality and range ofserwices. In Knorvsley the community
will benefit by having an enhanced information base in the archives, and schemes
such as the Reading Group lor visually impaired residents. Volunteers will benclit
too, not only by making a cont.ibution tolvards their commlrnity, but also by
developing new skllls. They gain work experience, share expertise, gain a reference
and meet new people whilst developing a personal interest.

The volunteers can become involved in a range of innovative projects and can also
be involved in more than one project at any time.

The main focus oi the Lending Time project in Knowsley is the crcation of a social
archive. The archive in Knowsley at present contalns mostly local authority nlaterial
and archivist Eileen Hume decided that what was lacking was the social history of
the area. Volunteers are documenting their local community through photography,
taking a snapshot of their commllnity today. Events and experiences are being
photographed alongside buildings and places of natural beauty. With the aid of
digital recording equipment, volunteers are also able to record reminiscences. These
are being transcribed and archived. Some ofthe material is being included ln another
project, 'The Past Goes Live , which is an interactive web interpretation of National
Curriculum mate.ial for Key Stage 2 pupils. The images, research and recordings



arc being incorporated into the 'World War Two and Brltain Since l93O sections
This site, on the Knowsley Education Intranet, locuses on thesc time periods, as

well as thc Victorians, but includes examples of the lnfluence and ellect the area
oI Knorvslcl. had on events.

Other voluntccrs are mapping local graveyards and recordinEi memo.ial inscriptions
to aid faniily historians in their research. Othcr volunteers are helping sort and
list material in the archivc store so that lull acccss can be facilitated.

Special projects ofinterest to the voluntcers and ofrclevance to the area ofKnolvsley
aie also bcing undertakerr. Thcsc include a history of Huyton College School, The
BICC rvorks in Prescot and details ol. the Atherton family The development of the
large hollsing estates iir the area is also bcing docllmcnted. Thesc areas are changing
rapidly as large amounts ol money are being used to upgrade buiidings and provide
lacilities that are neeclcd; ali this necds to be documented for future generations

Althougir loca1 history has proved to bc the most popular topic lor volunteers to
rvant to be involved with. othe. projects have bcen initiatcd. These inclLlde a reacllng
group lor \.isually impaired people, r.vhere voluntccrs are using their creativity to

hclp worcls come alivc: the Spccial Needs l,ibrarian provides training to the
volunteers. The volLlnteers even drive the blls that brings the vislraliy impaired
rlscrs into thc libr-ilry lor the reading session

The younger age groLrp js not being forgotten either. Peer Mentors are being recruited
lor the I I l5 )rear olds; they will help their peers with homework and accessing
1ibrary resoLlrces.

All the volunteering activities are coordinated by CSV. The Lending Time Knowsley
Project Manager (unfortunately currelrtly vacant) produces, in conjunction lvith
library staff. the documentation required to support the project, recruiting and
allocating projects to the volunteers and also organising feedback days and displays
ol work complete.l.

'fhe project has becn in progress lor nearly 20 months now and is well on target Year

2 and 3 projects are being or about to be undertaken. There are opporiunitjes to suit
a y skill: it is possible to tailor each assignment to meet the needs ofthe volunteers'

we hopc that the Lending Time Projects will sct a liamework Ior other local
authorities to start thinkiilg about using volunteers in public libraries ln Knowsley
the Lcnding Timc Project is ptoviding U.re fullrre residents of Knowsley lvith a

valuable social archive. People are the greatest asset ofany community. It is people

who create history. In partnership with CSV, Knowslcy Library Service is ieading
the way by recognising how volunteering can enable people to realise their potential,
whilst also bLrilding the luture.

For further information abolrt Lending Time please contact Eileen Hume at
Eileen.hLrme.dlcs@knowsley gov uk, or view the activities aL hLlp: / /
www.knowsley.gov.Lrk/leisLrre/lib/news/index/html

DileenHume ts InJormc.tbn and Heritoge CoordincLtor, Knolrsleu Councii



LOCAL STUDIES THEY IVROTE: THE LITERATURE OF LOCAL
STUDIES LIBRARIANSHIP

Dinna Dixon

There is a thrivlng body oI literature worldwide on the collection and development
of local history material. The first major pronouncement dates from 1878 when
W.H.K. Wright spoke about 'Speclal collections of books in provincial libraries '
at the first annual meeting of the Library Association. He ensured that local history
collections were recognised and he also discussed their current provision in Britain.
Many nineteenth century British antiquarians. historians and librarians conlpilecl
bibliographies ol local naterial and the result is an iDrpressive quanLity oI
substantial county bibliographies, such as Bibiiotheca Cestrensrensis an d Bi.blIotheca
Bucktnghamiens is.'? Although tlte momentum for compiling such malor
bibliographical works slowed do$.'n in the twentieth century, a few such as the
Inncoshtre bi,bliographU and the Kent bibliographA have appeared. Bibiiographical
compilations are no longer the essence of local studies writing and attcntion has
moved away from recording material to ways of exploiting and organising it.

DuringWorld War I an identifiable literature on local studies librarianship emerged.
Articles in Ltbratu World by Benvick Sayers posed questions on delining a local
history collection and jts organisation3. These may have stimulated a number ol'
librarians to pubiish their library catalogues, making hlstorians and othcrs aware
of the rich resources contained in their local history collections. Among thcsc the
prjnted cataiogues of Binningham, Gloucestershirc and Liverpooi remain uscful to
historians, although \\'ilh thc increasing availability of OPACs their signjllcance
wantcs.

The growth of substantlal municipal collcctions ensured that tnatlcrs of
administration and organisation were ofgrcat concern to their custodians. The
uniqueness and specificity of the materials meant that existinq schernes lor
cataloguing and classification did not readily accommodate them, prompting a
series of articles in Librara Wotld in the late 192osa. In lg33 Ormerod s Hou to
cataloque a Locol hlsior.l-,r collection 5 might have encouraged Berwick Sal,ers to bring
out his ground breaklng LibtatA LocaL hislonl collections.. This examined the
collection, types of material, arrangement, cataloguing and classillcation, and
exploiLation. A classic ofits kind it remained the Bible oflocal studies librarianship
untll 1948whenJ.I-.Hobbss Libraies andthe ma.Leio'b ofloccLLhistoryT was published.
Replacing Sayers, iL became indispensible lor all local studies librarians a1-rd

was rcvised by George Carter8 in 1973 Despite the growth of cxcellcnt local
history collectlons in North Arnerican state libraries, state historical ljbraries and
public libraries, there lvas no equivalent of Hobbs in NorLh America and until
1979 American librarians werc still being urged to consulL Hobbs. Howevcr, in
1979 tlre ALA published Thompson s Ircci hLstory cotlecLions. o manuat.for Llbrariese
which was intended lor historical socleties and universities and was particularly
concerned with issues of conservation and legal deposit.

By the late 197Os local studles was llrmly established as part of the library schools'
curriculun and it was for this market that Harold Nichols l\'rotc his introductory
textbook, Ircol slldies iibrarianshrp'0. This went beyond previolls lvorks in its
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discussion of assistancc to reaclers. plrblicity and displays. In recent years the
most substantial contribution to the literaturc in the United Kingdom has come

from Michael Dewe with his M(.nu(ll oJioccl stll.lies librarianshlp, complemented by
a second volumc in t99l and a completely ncrv volume in 2OO2rr-

Despite the continlring preoccupation with organisational nlatters, strategic
changes were being discussed in Britain in the 1970s. This was due largely to

Dorofhy McCulla s inspirational Paper at the 1977 l,A Conference in Scarboroughr'?'
She pointed out that there hacl been 1-e\"'changes since the lB90s in the way in
which largc ljbraries met their requireorent to collect material relating to their
locaiity a;d ure tlme was .ipe for greater cooperation between mrrserrms archives
and libraries to gather materiai in single designated repositories Her thinking
undoubtedly influenced the establishment ofjolnt Iocal studies heritage centres'
Her views wcre not entirely original, as an article in Ne:u, Zealand Librartesr3 in
1951 urged greater coordination for collecting historical records and in America
slrch views had already becn voiced in lliinois Libr(]ne-s and Texcrs Librcriesro ' The
Annual Conlerencc of Scottish Librarians in 1984 carried a paper urging greater

cooperation and the same theme was reiterated later on in France'i. Northern
Ireland too has been particulariy jnnovative in this area and a number of articles
in the lrcal Stu.lies I'ibrc.rio.nr6 outline some of the devclopments towards
establishing regional stlrdies ccntres scandinavia and France are both weil advanced

in this resp;ct. Llowever, not everyone has taken slrch an enthlrsiastic stance and
in 1998 David Rimmer, .in archivist, launched a hard hitting attack on regional
stuclies centres, preferring archives, museums and libraries to continue lvith
separate collectionsr'. Tlie lively debate that followed is likely to continue'

Until the l97Os thc erlphasis was lirmly on the printed word, includlng newspapers,
maps and photographs blrt it was apparent that these materials were beconling
incrcasing vulnerable lo the ravages of physical deterioration and theft- It was
recognised that such materials are unique ancl that unless steps were taken to
preserve and conservc lhem they could be irretrievably lost. The idea was not new
in I94l an article in Penns9lDania Librartes Qnd Museum lfotes'3 indicated the need

to prcserve materials but most of the carly articles on the subject were more
concerned with colleciing rather than conserving valuable material. There was an

ar,varencss that vaillable material could be inadvertently destroyed with a 1942

article begging librarians to Lhink carellrlly belore sending irreplaceable material
for paper salvage lor the war eflbrt's

Attitudes changed irrevocably lbllowing the Florcnce lloods in 1996 and disastrous
lires in Los Angeles and Norwich libraries: these all nlade librarians consider the
external threat to their collections. Although thc literature of preservation and
consewation is not specific to local studies, much of \^'hat it contains is of prime
importance and it cannot be ignored. The United States was ahead with a nunber
of important conlerences irl the l96Os and ]970s. In Britain things only really
changed after plrblication of the Ratclilfe report in 1984?0 which resulted in the
setting up of the National Preservation Oflice and a number of research projects
linded by the Bfitish Library '?r. Similarly the work of IFLA through its Preservation
Advisory Committee (PAC) makes an important international contribution to
presen'ation issues and disaster planning A nunlber of guidelines by IFLA have

been published, and also nationally as in Australia?'?.
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Although not distinguished by Lhis name until the 1990s, surrogaclr is now regardcd
as the obvious means of allou ing pubiic access to vulllerable ancl i agile matcrials.
For instance, the rapid physical deterioration of njncleenth cenLlrlv nc\.vspapers
meant the New York Public Library started injcrolllming them in the i g3os. Iii the
UK the NEWSPI-AN programmc h.is both audited ancl lacilitated thc cxchangc of
information about microfilming newspapcrs since 1984. Thc llrocess lras becn
accelerated by the grant of g5 million liom the I'leritage Lottery lt1nd an.l h.rs
stimulated an informativc web site'.:]. As a sidelinc Glli.leiinesJbr LlLe preserL)eliarr
microJtLming oJ neLLtspoirers (1996) have been prodllccd along \,"itli thosc for reader
prjnters and in 2OO2 lFL,\ published Meioging Lhe prescru.rtiorl aJ periodic.lls ..ncL
ne urspope ls2! -

In recent years digitisatjon has becornc a ntajor component of the literatllre ol
local studies. Work in ttle Rhone Alpes region ol-France clctronstrated how it was
possible to dillitise local studies photographs and make thein availablc on CD
ROM. Chcap rcproduction nethods have led to a proliferation ol initiat,ves rn the
UK and overseas. The Irccl Slldies Librarian regularly carries arLicles outlining
exciting new projects varying lrom 'Pretty pixels jn Kirkc:ildy to the Shelliclcl
Time Machine 'z-. The Intcrnet too neans that material can be rn-rclc -r\.rrlaltlc on
an international basjs and thc success Of the Croydon librarics, the Virginiii Djgital
initiative and the Colorado dlgilal program serve as a modcl ibr all. Newspapcr
indexes. too. can be accessccl via the web lroft library aulhorjlics such :rs Bexlcv .

The literature iS li]l ot descriplions of such ir)itiatives, as rvell as helptUl rdrrsun
material sucl-r as Anne Kennev s \r,ork on cligital inaging Ior ljbrarics and arcl-rives2,j
and our orvn Virtually new'?7. Clearllr tcchnologlcal ad\'arnces lvili continue to
dominalc thc liicratlrre ol local studies libr.lrians in the luture.

1'echnology has revolutionised lhe whole question ol acccss to collections aDd Llre
way in which local sLudies librarians arc regarded. It is lar removccl lioln the
perceived curatorjal role with a dislincl cosy. wl-rite lniddle cl:1ss inagc. The
developDrent of oral histo[' ancl gcncaloqY stimulate.i clenands on thc collection
f.onr all sectors ol sociely lcacling Lo a nunlber ofstlrdies jn lhc 1990s oit Lrse and
also on navs to promotc and publicise tl-re collections to cvcru-onc. In conjunctiorl
rvith NEWSPI-,\N. strldies have been cilr r ied out throughoLtt the UK on lhe rvay in
rvhich pcople use local nervspaper s.

Local stlr.lies tras bccn involvcd in eclucation for a long tir-ne and thc growlh of
project b:lsed lcarning led to heaw cleniancl lionr schools. Patrick Baird outlir)ed
thc wa]' in v,'hich Birmingham cooperated B'ith local schools's. IIow to prodlrcc
learning packs has becn featured in the litcratlre ;rnd a nuntber of articles lrom
the Unitccl Statcs and Scandinavia discuss producing appropriate material Ibr usc
wiLh schools. Libraries in the former Soviet ljnion rvere urgecl to help schools to
encourage local idenLiLies by providing local lblklore societies and oLher promotional
activities With their crrstom:lry dcdicaLion and invcntiveness, local studies
librarians have dcvjscd attractions sLrch as local historv wall(s, lilcrary lestivals
ancl exhibitions. These ranqe from Napolcon and Polish hjstory in Poznan to
commcrnorating the birth of a local cclcbrity in Sussex. ?\dclitionally local history
weeks, local history lairs and sto$r-teiling sessions all g:iin healthy representation
in the literaturc.
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Besicles the lun of making thc coilection come alive, local studies librarians devote

considerable energv to bidding lbr funding, and perlormance measurement ancl

best valuc tar gets are all part ol the evclJday \.vork ol a local studies librari2ln but
they reccive less attention in the lite.ature.

Slandards and guidelines to ensure that the best possible service is provided remain
importan t. in 1990 the l-A Gltidelines lor l o.ral s tudies prouis ton in pubLtc lib'aries2e
weie well regarded ancl a modei of their kind. In Australia too considerable eflort
was pul into producing guidelines fol-vadous aspects of local studies librarianship&'
In the US R-\SD publishcd brief guidelines in 1979r'. Norvadays glridelines cxist fo'
a vast rangc of activities associaled lvith local studics. The reccntly published I-A

Local Stuclics Group guiclelinesj2 are uniclue in thc broadness of their coverage

and their emphasis on social inclLlsion. dive.sity and technolo$r.

So rich is the literature of local studies that the Local Studies Group decided in
1997 to comnlission an international bibliography ofthe subject. This. LcGlstudles
librcri.rnship o :LJarld biblialtraplry 3r appeared at the end of 2OO1 and lists 16'16

items. The hcalthy grorvth of lvriting on local studics means ihat it is already out
of date. l,ocal studjes is .rlive and h:ls a thriving litcrary oulput 'lo this end it
secms appropriitte ancl timely to advocate that an annual bibliography on the
subject be plrblishccl in ule lrc(rl Sflrdies I'LbrariQn

Dt(rna Dkan 6 Hot1. Sec.retQtlJ oJ U1e I'ac.rl Stridies Gr oup anrl is Gt presenl completing

e PL..D .11 UtliL)er siLll (:oLleg c , Iondon.
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OUR REGION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY: Local History
Month in Yorkshire and Humberside

Elizabelh Melrosti

A sccond l-ocal History l'lonth took placc across Yorl(shirc ancl FlLrmberside in
Oclober. Local studies librarians and archivists, ;rll repr(:sented on the Yorkshire
and Hulnbersicle Local History Librariitns (iroup and supported by Yorksltire Libraries
and Iirforrnation. builL on thc :ilrccess ol the previolls experience two years before.
A bid for lirnding lo assisl \\'i lh pro rotion a cl publicity !vl1s sent to the Yorkshire
Museunls, Librarles and Archivcs Council and r.vas successlil. 'l'he gl a t will help
to pav 1br the proclucLion ol t]lc r egionirl progr.Lmnre, OLrr region in the trventieth
century: local history in Yorkshirc ilnd Humber si(le , \\,lri.lr \\'as clistriblrted lo the
public, aud lbr sonie promotional cvcnLs.

Over eighty thrcc t.liks, lecturcs and displays were highlighted. Ther:e !r':rs a gr-eat
variety - only some examplcs can be {iven lrere. Shellleld slrorvccl olf Lhe unusual
bindings held in the library collcctions. Tlre ll.rst Ricling. I Iull :rn.l l{ir klees provided
popular guided walking iours. Nor th Yin ks]lir e arsl{ecl libr:ir-\' users ibr their rnemories
to create tincljncs;\!hl<e lield launclre.l urejr rlof clj qi website l Ll,r-rlAire artlCeLdel'
and l)oncasLer presented Lallls on lli-.Jh.i.l!/-s (n.1 holi.l.d/s . Banrsl€-\' oll-erecl the
public photographi.r exlrii)itior-rs. lvhile Rotherham aDcl Bra.ilbrd encouraEecl their
uscrs lo \iew alnd explore the resorlrces of lhcir l,ocal SLrLclics l,ibrarics. ancl Lcccls
gave ir prize lor the best lamily lcgcnd, Trrle-s iTorr/ (;r.:urrU loL.l tJou .

Other associalions joined in the Nlonth alsor arnong these were tl)e Nortl-railertoir
and District Local tlistorl Societ)'. lvhich org...niscc1 'rhrcc djstinct iocai hjstory
Sirturclay coni-erences. The OlcL \\rcslcrn S],n.rgogue in Hull h:rcl i1n Opcn day wilh
a bullet luncl-r and the Braclforcl InclrLSLriill Nluseurf sl)onsorcd the Briidlbrd Cily
FuotL:rll clrrb aerrprrrfl trlr.brtro .

Onc of lhc conditions ol ilre YMLAC granL lr'as thaL thcrc shotrld be an honest
appraisal 01 lhc month. Flvcnt olganisers liacl to cosl Lhe nlurlber ol l-rolrr s they
spent planning displays ancl orgilrlisirrg speilkers .Lnd thi:i ,,v,rs olten salutary.
Horvever evalLration lbrnrs hanclcd oul iLt sorne vcnues shou'ed tliaL thc cllbrL was
al$.ays worur\.vhile. 1.ll50 peoplc passccl lhrough a two clal,c\hibiLion ofStohcslcy
historl irr the 'l'o\r,n Hall rvhile !1 lrfth ol thc .rvilLLlation lbrms aL Barnslcy s Local
History Fair indicaled that ihe aLtendees h:r.l noL atLcncle.L a similar event rn the
pirsL blrt lvould cerl.rinlv do so in thc lirtlrre.

El\zctl).:lllNIelrose Lontr:-s on bt:hcrl/ ol tl:.t: YLt l,o.el Hislt)ttl l,ibtctriens a)raLLp
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LOCAL STUDIES COLLECTIONS AI|ID ACADEMIC LIBRARIES:
A PhD research project

llar ie D Alolarl

In Mav 2003, a proposal .l.vas submitted to the Arts and Humanities Research
tsoard requesting funding lbr rescarch inlo local studies collections in further and
higher education establishmcnts in the United Kingdom. The proposal was approved
ancl ',vork has nou' begun on a PhD 10 bc completed in late 2006 at the Department
of Information Managenrent at thc Robcr'L Gordon University in Aberdeen. The
Director of Studies is Dr Peter Reid.

As Derryan Paul and Michael Derve have noted,'Local studies collections in Great
Brit:lin havc traditionally been the responsibility of public libraries. r Local
investigation itself, howevcr, is bccoming increasingly poplllar within academia.
!\ihile:rrguarbly once coirsiclered a lesser activity in comparison Lo wider historical
r esearch, it is now acknorvle.lged, as NIarg:1ret Bryant put it, thal investigations at
a local level can -actualize and slrbstantiate those 'generalizations that history,
as a discjpljne, has tended to locus on.2 F-!rrurennore, although a strong association
rcrrains bctu,-ccn the two, local studies is no longer confined to the ranks oI thc
hislory department: it is, insteard, as \r'e know, actualjsing and substantiating the
gene ralis.rtiors lhrowrr up bl, many diflerent disciplines. Newcastle College. for
instance, cites subject,< as diverse as art, business and scicncc whcn describjng
the role of its local studies collection.3

FIou'cver, dcspiLc thc broadcning appeal oflocaL stlrdies within univer:sity and college
strLdy, the valuc ol the collections that support this t-vpe of investigation rcmains
itsell un der -ir rvestigated. Incleed. tl-re last maj or study of this srlbjccL was conducted
alnost twentyl'ears ago. in 1984. Palll ancl Dcwc sun'cycd anurnberol universities,
polytechirics and collc'ges on their local studics collcctions. bLlt acl(nowledgecl that
the study, based on sixty'six qrlestionnaire responses- reprcscntcd no more thart
a pr eliminary inquiry into tl-re scope an.l acinrinistration oI collcctions rvhich h:rvc
noL bccn cxamincd belbre as a ufiole. 'lhey noted that there is much more lhat
could rrselulll, bc donc, adding lhat iL lvould be particularly helpflrl to kno$' rnor-e
about the pr actice of indiviclLlal lillrarics ancl to have some disclrssion 01- the total
range ol local ancl regional colleclions hclcl in spccilic instituLions.r

Thc aim of lhe recently con-rnenced PhD stlrdy is to provide this more thorouglr
invcstigation. Not.rnly \\,ill the inquiry be contemporary, but those issLlcs noL
coverccl in thc l9B4 sun''ey r,r'ill be addressed: indjvidual practices are to be more
fully investigalccl and collections u,ill be anill)rsed lor conteilt ancl scope, and
invcnLoricd to enable the conpilation of a comprehensive registcr of local
stuclies holding in acaclemic libraries- Howcvcr. pcrhaps nrost significantly, the
role of iocal strldjcs collections and their inpact on both the theory and practice
o[ teaching, learning, and research $'ithin ]-rniversities and collcges lvill be
e::amined :1nd the importancc ol thcsc collections assessed.

In order to carry ollt the stucly successllrlly, several objectlves have been delined.
Definitions of 'local studies will be exarnined in order: to cletermine lhe diller ent
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interpretations suggested by this term ' historical or geographical, lor instance.
An analysis of the relationship between local stlldies collections and
institutions curricula and research activity will also be undertaken, allowing
the inflr-rence of the collections and the parent institutions approaches to study
on one another to be established. The acquisition and management of
collections will be studied, including an examination of information
technolos/ s contribution to the organisation and use of local sludies material.
Users of these collections. of collrse. oilen include visitors from outside thc
institution, so access by external users, a potentially quite considerable issuc.
will also be investigated with a view to assessing its impact on this scrvice.
Indeed, looking at users' perccptions, as well as those of coilection rranagers,
will also help to establish the value placed on local stlldies collections by the
libraries concerned and their institutions. Other influences that night shapc a
library's prioritics, such as linancial concerns or the institlltion s principal
'catchment area' will also be considered.

To summarise, the aims and objectives are:

Aims:
. To examine the content and scope ollocal studies collections lvithin lurtller

and higher educatlon libraries in the Unitcd Kingdom.
. To investigate the eflects local studies collections havc on pcdagogv.

learning and research within these colleges and universities.
. To compile an inventory of local studies collections in academic librarics.

Objectives:
. To identify and examine delinitions of'local stuclies.
r To analyse the relationship betwcen local studies coliections. the

curriculum. and rcsearch.
. To investigate the acquisition, organis?lLion and managcment of local

studies collections.
. To examine extemal influences, including non institutional users. on local

studies collections.
. 'i'o identily and analyse the vallre placed on loc.ll stlrdies collections within

academic institutions by both managers and users.

While an ongoing review of secondary literature relating to local studies .rncl
academia will be a nccessary componcnt of thc research. the principal melhcd ol
study rvill consist of primary investigation. To begin with, qucstionnaires lvill bL'

distributed to all collcge and university libraries in the Ur]ited Kingdom, with an
appropriate nllllrber o[ users to be included as rcspondcnts. While qlrcslionnaire
responses will provide usei l results, it wjll be necessary to follorv Lrp on lhis
technique in order to enablc more significant knowledge to bc gained on collcctions
and their relationship to the institutions. A reprcsentaLive sample will, therelore.
be selected for case study analysis. In this rvay, intcrviews can be conductcd \\/ith
appropriate members of staff and rvith users, and visits made to libraries so that
relevant docl'rmentation can be str-rdied and specific practices observed.
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It is jnlendecl tl.rat, by undcrLaking this research, a signilicant contribution will be
ma.lc lo an olten neglected aspect of local studies librarianship. As Dewe
conlnrentecl, bccause ther e has been a tendency to view such collections as a'public
ljbrary specialism, they are largely trealed as such in much of the literature. s

Therc js no qlrcsLion that the 1984 survey was valuable. Yet, by taking that study
scvcral slages iur tl-rer, a morc comprehensive evaluatlon can be made ofthe role of
localstlrdies collections in academia. Not onlywill the study outlined here contribute
to ar1 unclerstanding of acadernic institutions at the present time, but research in
this area may prove valuable to those concerned with the future development of
local sludies, acaclcmic libraries, and the pedagog/ they serve.

M.o i€ .D rvolen i-s ar re search st.r.lenL in Lhe Deportment oJ InJormatton Management,
Abcrrleen BLisiness School, the Roberf Gor.lon UnruersitA, Garthdee Roc.d, Abercleen
AB 1 A 7 QE. Em.riL prs.NoLon@rgu.ac.uk

. PrrL. I) ,n.l l)!\.. NI l-ocrlsl!.ljes.olle.tidrsiria.,rdcnrclibraries.Dewe,M led ). l&al Slu.l ies Cotle.Iions: o It utudl
rnl!J,, I ,'\l.lirsh.r: C.N.r. l9l)1, pf 52 tjg.
,.8ryrirt )tD lt.\'i.\v rrti.l. .Iourral ot riduca.iof d I ,4(l') h is trar io and Histo.!/,,1(l), December l97l. pP62 64.

'.rl.nrsrir.,\FxraNl.rgin.l,Nc\rcrstle(rolle{elo.rllstrrdrescoll..tronlnalShLdiesLilrarian.9ll),Sprhgl990.pfgl3
'.I'a!1, D .Jr(l l).tr. !! Ot.it
i. Lle.{e.t1 ln((!lLr.ti.f D.$c.\1 (cd.).lr.alSndiesColk'cliom:aManralVolunel.Alde.shot:Coweil!9l.ppl6

FROM OUR CILIP COUNCILLOR

The last mcetin!i ol Cl t-lP Council rvas held in Manchester in early July immediatcly
before Lhc slart ol Umbrella 2OO3 and thc day belore the Local Stlrdles Group
Annual General Mccling. This seems a long while ago. Cll-lP meetings have beeri
lragrnented over the summcr- A possible autumn meeting of Council to re-examine
CILIP accolrrts was translormed into a correspondence email considcration ol a
rcviscd budget while another outstanding neeting of the Policy Devclopment
Committcc (PDC) was postponed for seven wceks. Eventually the conmlttee
tinretable mllst be rationalised, as email discussion cannot cover ail points of
vierv.'l'he PDC has producccL a paper proposing, among other thjngs, that a last
lrack procedLrre should be put in place to deal wjth issues requiring speedy reflection
and resolulion.

However, the July Council mceting did have a uselul outcome in that CILIP took
another look at balancing the budget in the next llnancial year. The corporate plan
docs aspire Lo much that could be undcrmined by economic restraints the website
and the inlormation society agcnda lor example and Council rvas insistent that
thcrc shouid be pnorjties and a hard look at costings. lncluded in important core
activities sholrld be the work of Groups and Branches.
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Other issues of interest to the Local Stuclies CroLrp were:
. membership figures - studcnt recruitrnent had risen ir) the past ye2rr. Tire l,ocal
Studics Group rnight considcr capitalising on thjs lvith a positivc pro{ranlmc ol-
promotion in this sector;
. theneccl lor focus and precision in thc languagc ol rules lorGroul)sand Branclrcs
- this echocd thc cofirments ol Lhc LSG cornnritLcc at its last mccting:
. the councillor representing the Library and Inlbrmatior'r Resea|ch GroL!p (l-lRO)
suggesLcd that Iibrarians compieting in horrse rcsearch for their organisations slioulcl
be allowcd to prcsent this as part of thcir Continuing Profcssioniri DelelopmenL
(CPD) portfolios;
. the Policy Devclopmenl Committee will invitc a reprcsentative liom Resourcre lo
its next mceting to start a dialoglle o\.er lhe Citizens Agcnda inlbrmatioD liLerac\,.
continuous learning, culture;
. all committccs are urged to coDsider tlre Spectrlrm project - part ol Cll,lPs
Corporate Plan lbr 2OO3 and thc rcsponsibilitv of the l.lqual C)pportlrnities .rncl
Diversity Panel.'lhis programme originatccl iil the USA r\ith the creation ofbrrrsaries
for students from minority cthnic backgroLrr]ds, not advoc.rling l)ositivc
discrirnination. but ralher the cvening up oi oppor-tunities Ibr cerlarin corlinunities.
CILIP is consulling \vith Branches and Groups on !vl)at t!pe ofSpecIrum procranrDtc
might bc usellrl in this collntry.

Two lurlher items ol dircct intcrcst to l,SG:
. As a mcmber of the Policy Devclopmcnt Committee . which leeds into Councii. I
am contributing to CILIP's discussion lbrllm on thc consulLlLtion paper on Proposecl
Nalionai Rccords and Archives Lcgislation. 'fhis conslrltation l].ts i1 very short
deadline and is being conducted by electronic mcssage l)oard. The consultation
includes the impoltant issue ofthe long term prescnation oIeiectronic:rncl ciigit:rl
records and whether this should be thc rcsponsibility ol a cenlral allLhority such
as the National Archives.
. I am being kept in touch rvith lhe IFI,A Farnily Ilistory and gcr)ealogv Section
through their list-scrv. The commiLtee ntclnbers trre pr oclLlcing a lbt-m rccluesting
details ol family history rcsourccs held by nation.rl librarjes. As rvcll as this their
twice-yearly nelvsletter will be circulated to\\,arcls tlre cnd ol the ycar.

Elizabeth Melrose
Tel: 01609 767800 ernail: elizabcth. mclrose@ northvorks. gov. uk

.t.
C I I I P :i::'':T:,ir;...:'."
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FROM OUR SUBGROUPS

LOCSCO'1'. our Scottish sub group. reports a very slrccesslul meeting on Graveyards
and Gravestones in Octobcr. It included a glrided tour of the Glasgow Necropolis,
during which many oI the different types of tombstones and inscriptions to be
Iouncl in i1 cily gravevard lvere described. The excellent attendance may have been
in part due to the lact that the 2OO4 Scottish Local History week (l7th-24th April)
u.ill also be on the theme ofgraveyards and gravcstones. LOCSCOT hopes to compile
L\ Bibltogreplra oJ Scottish GraDe'gards to link in with the week. Meanwhile, lhe
ACM. alonq,,vith a Day School on oral hislory, is planned lor March.

\4idiands and Anglia report the slrccess of their Day Schooi on 'New Directions in
Family History', held in October. Over 40 people attended, and the assessment
carriecl out (,11 forms rr,'crc rclurnedl produced a very high satisfaction rate. The
topics included provision for lamily history in libraries (Richard Harvey); new
clevclopncnts onljnc Il orn the PRO (Flelen Campbeli, PRO)i and an overview of the
nrost important family histoqr r,vebsites Uean Archdeacon). The subgroup's AGM
rvas also held during thc day. and there is still room lbr more volunteers to sit on
the cornmittee {particularly lrom thl] West Midlands). The Newsletter continues to
be published.

The North West Sub group hacl a vcry successlul visit to the Anderton Boat Lift,
where over 30 mcmbcrs had a trip on Lhe lift down to the Weaver Rive.. and the
visitor centrc gavc a good account o[ the renovation work. There was a]so a visit to
thc Salt MLLScLIm jn Northwich lvhere, in addition to explo.ing the museum, delegates
also heard a talk on Lhe Mersey Gateway, a NOF lunded digitisation project on
Merseyside. Lynn I{norvling has put the Newsletter and other material on the sub
grorrp's website and a small subcommittee is considering horv the page could be
expandccl. Thc AGM was hclcl at Northwich: there were several changes in personnel.
rvith Alice Lock bccoming Sccrctary and Eileen Hume taking over as Treaslrrer.
Morris Garratt rcmains as Chair. Il is hopcd run the postponed day scbool on
lunding in Liverpool in March. Plans lor printing some oI the contriblltions to the
day school on Looking forward to looking back'are still progressing.

In Northcrn Ircland, LISC continues to be very active. In Septenber the annual
seminar, on Copyright, attracted some 50 peoplc. Open to everyone interested/
involvecl in the lield ollocal stu.lies research and publishing. the progranme provided
iln enlightening, if at times alarming, day. Speakers included Tim Padfield (National
Archives), and Roger Dixon and Cliflbrd Harkness (Ulster Folk and Transport
Museuml. The second Newsplan s!rn ey has been carried out in libraries throughout
Northern Ireland. The Northcrn lreland Reminiscence Network held a conlerence
on Reminiscence and Cornmunity Integration', with a \,vide range of delegates.
LISC is encouraging all Education and Library Boards to take part jn the BBC'S
'Pcoplc s war' iniliativc. and Local Stlldics Departmenls will provide backlrp and

Thc $'elsh and London ancl Flornc Counties sub groups are in suspension at the
moment, mainly dLre to lack olcommittee members. If anyone would like to help in
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secing them resume activities, please contact thc respective sllb group
rep.esenLatives, Mick Scott (London and FIorrc Collnlies)
m.scott@ms.corpollondon.rrk, or Rheinallt ]-hv-vd 0velshl rhl@aber. ac.uk

LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIAN OF THE YEAR 2OO3

The Local Stlrdies Group is delighted [o present the Dor othy McCulla A$,ard for
2003 to Ruth Gordon, Local Studics Development t-ibrarian lor Derbyshire. Il
recognises her many sided achievements in the years belor.c ancl aflcr local
governmcnt reorganisation in thc 1990s, including ii leaclir)g involvemcnt ir) two
lottery funcied projccts - Pecklan.l l/.rir, {]c I -b.Lr I r{h rch .rn .rr t) cLe appcared jn ottr
last issue) and Picll.rc the Pasl. She h:1s itlso served for manv vcars as chair ol the
regional Newsplan group and rvorks hard to link local studics worli ilcross lhc
region in otherways, Ior example coordin:rting the serviccs provjclccl bv Dc.b\.slrjrc
and the Lrnitary city of Derby and also working rvjth th(: E2rst Nlicllancls Locill
Sludies Fonrm. FIer work has not gone Llrrrecognjscd pre\ioLLSly as she was alvarclecl
a Centenary Medal by the Library Association. Hcr aclijevcntent jn wirtninq the
award is the greater as there were other very strong nonrinatjons.

Perhaps this is the place to urge more libr2lrians to inakc nolninationji lor ijs
prestigious award: there arc many local studies librarians cloing cxcellent and
innovative work \.vho ought at least io be given the chance to \l''in it. .l-hc nonrjnator
does not have Lo be a chief librarian nominations are r,vclconied, for i stance.
liorn line managers. colleagues and self'.ice users: the nornincc mlrst. hor,,,ever. be :r
mcmber ol the Local Studies Grollp. Stari tlrinking about it now so thllt )-oLr can
be ready with ycur nomlnation when they arc calied lbr later ir1 tlrc lcau.

Details about the ALDard c(].n be obt Lined front our Hon. Secrei(Ulj, Di.u.r Diron.



IIAVE YOU SEEN...?
Some recent items of interest to local studies librarians

DEWE, Michrrel ed. IDcaL studies ccllection t anagemenL Ashgete, 2OO2. l96pp.
r:45.40. ISBN: O 566- 083655.

This book s stated ainls are: to provide an overview account of local studies
librarianship, to ofler practical guidance on various aspects of local studies work,
such as collection management, and to report on developing areas of local studies
activitv... lp.xil

Its text, ably edited b!" Michael Dewe, is divided into nine chapters many of
whose authors rvill be lamiliar names to readers of the Irccl StLLdies Librarian:
Michael Dewe ( Local studics and libraries , Resource providers , The Inte.national
context and the future in the UK): Elizabeth Melrose ( Management'); Jill Barber
{ Mate rials'. Marketing ); Diana Dij{on ('Collection management'); Eileen Hume
and Alice Lock ( lnlortration access and retrieval )j and Nicola Smith (Enquiries')

Chapter one {Local siudies and libraries) issues a salutory reminder to those of us
employed in English locaj authorities, that u,'e alone are blessed with the (as yet
incomplele) volumes ofthe Vicforia CoLlntu History {I899- ). Not surprisingly social
inciusion gets its first mention as early as page four. Its up-to,the minuteness in
describing various central government inltiatives (Lifelong l,earning plans, Local
CLlltural Plans, Library and Inlbrmation Plans) is a particular strength. The chapter
also provides a good ovcrview oi where we've come from, where we are now - and
the current role of the Local Studies Group.

Within chapter two (Resource providers), I was pleasantly brought up to date with
nervs of rccent administrative chaDges by one oI my former employers and the
creation ol the Merton Local Studies Centre {London). The perennial discussion
over the merits (or othenvise) of local studies centres gets another uselul airing.
This is oI particular interest to me at the moment, since there is a possibility tbat
u'e maj. be travelling dotvn that particular route in Dorset. Some slightly sllrprising
Rcsolrrce providers. such as art galleries and historic houses, are listed though
their jnclusion is well,Justilled. However. some 'registry offices [p.37] ought to
beconre i egistcr ollices' in any subsequent reprint.

Predictably. perhaps, chapler th.ee, on Management, covers some of the djfficult
isslres lhat trme-pressed local studies librarians have traditionally ignored or shied
awav from: departmental audits, SWOT analysis, Best Value Performance plans
(the .lcs mantra), mission statements, action plans, monitoring and evaluation
cxercises... Howevcr. such isolationist tendencies are no longer to be tolerated in
our Brave New Millennium if indeed lhey ever were. It did come as a slight relief
to read lhaL lhc application ol management principles are not only straightlorward
but largely a maltcr of conmon sense [p.62] - hurrah! This particular chapter
bencfitcd from the author's extensive consultations with an additional l7
practitioncrs in the lleld and due acknorvledgment is given.
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Chapter lour (Materials) provides an exhauslive slrn'ey of materiat types likcly to
be encountered within the modern local studies collection. fr-om the huntble
pamphlet to CD-ROMS and thc I tcrnet. Thcre is, however. somc unavoidablc
duplication of content with that appcaring in chapter one (county histories, VCFI)
but this docs not delract from its useill]ness- 'l'he ,seclion dealing with the Ordnajrcc
Sun'ey rvould appear to be somewhat con[Llsed over'national grid and count!'
series sheets.

Oiven ll-re liUe ofchapter llve (Collcction managern(:ntl, iL could casily be assunrccl
to be the vcry essence ofthis publication. Indeed. onc could possiblv arguc that illl
the other chaptcrs are sLrperllLrous though I tlrink that would bc a nristake.
Several knotty problems concerning Collectlon devclopmenI arc addressed
intormativcly, slrch as dccisions on pllrchasing material on local iiLrthors a Cl

celebrities.'l'hc Barbara Cartland /Birmingharn casc stud)'is describc(l as a rrselirl
example. Topographical collection policies are also discusscd witll the sartre
pragmattc style and it is made ablrndantly clear tlrat a one i.iize'lils':rll approa<:h
is not an option. Trcating each case on its o\r'n merits scen]s to be the gcDerallY
favoured route. The remaining Sub topics of Collection cvaluation ancl review ancl
Prescruation and consen'ation are trcated in somewhat les:icr dctalil.

Chaptcr six is devoted to Information acccss and rctrieval and air'nong nunterous
topics, discusses the current vogLre for digitising, digi Lising, digitising! Suite properl\'
the authors {as in other chapters}, deier to the recommenclaLions contained wilhjn
the Local Studies Group s own Cuideftnes (2OO2) when considenng digitisation ol
local studies materials. 'l'he planning of a digitisation project is treatccl in sonte
detail. with useftll reference being made to the Fligh(.r Education f)i{itisatjon Sc.\.i(.c
(HEDS), based at Hertlbrdshire University. 'Cataloglring , Classification, lndcxi g
and "lhe lnterrrct and other IC'f applications complcte the contcnts ol thjs full
and wide ranging chapter.

Marketing (chapter sevcn) kicks-olTwith a trselul hook on \\,hich to h:lng .r rnarkelirl{
slrate&v namely the 4Ps (Product, Price. Place and Promotion). After ldentilvin{
th€ market and Developing an action plan it comes down to the Evaluation alld
revierv stage, where your strate$/ s objectives are assessed. Apparen t1!', this is best
achieved by the setting oftargets, which ought to be SMAR'f (Specilic. Mc:rsurablc.
Achievable, Realistic and Time-related). Obviously, thc local stu(lics librarinn is
now expected to possess the skills of a markcting gLrm on top oI ECDL ancl Lllc
rest!

Chapter eight {Enquiries) not surprisingly Ieatures thc omDipresent u'\mv, ploviding
several well-known, thou€!h incredibly uselul rvebsitc addresscs. SlafT training and
'Selt help (if only!) also benefil lrom a general airing along with Scn-ices to
enqLrirers and Publications. A c.rse stlrdlr succceds in rcirrforcing some often over-
looked points whcn lace to-lacc across the enquiry dcsk.

Michacl Dewe rounds ol[ the volume lvith Chapter nine (The Interr]ittional coDtext
and the future in the UK) - an all cn)bracing and thought provoking discussioit.
in which he re visits several topics fronr earlier chapters. lbr instancc resolrr cc'
providers, cooperation. and calarloguing. ilis take on rvhat the futrlre nright holcl
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placcs grcat emphirsis on just how universal the convergence/integration ol library.
archive ancl mLlsclllll senices might become- Are they, as stated here, three integral
parts ol-a grcater Nholc? Cooperation is clearly scen as the cement that binds us
togcther - rracle evcn stronger ihrough the liberating influence oi informatron
technology in all iLs multilarious facets. Finally, lher e is a persuasive piea for the
creation o[ a n.itiona] plan 1br local stlrdies - whicl-r would ultimately lead to a UK
rvidc local studies librarics stritte{v. Only time $'il] tell if this is Lo be anything
rnore tlran wisl!lirl thinking...

Plrrcllased in conjLlnctjon with the LSG'S own GLiidelines, this book covers all you ll
nced Lo know on local sluclies collections for somc considerabie time to come. Its
chilpter-end billliographicaL noles ar e a treasure t1-ove in thernselvcsl Fur Lhermore,
don L be plrt oll-bv its less than inspiring dustjacket as a practitioner in the lield
I cornmcnd it to yolr.

Ilolrin Anseil. CaLUttLJ LacaL SLucItes l.tbroien, Dorcet.

Nirfcll. IL ..nd l?ob.rrls. J. "tl.r Pcuk Bridge ironu)orks end the erchcLealogll aJ the
LrroughL ion rrldrrslrL/ il rLorth LL'esL ErrgLand, I600'19OO. To.ireside MBC, 1o2pp.
l:7.t5. 2oo3. t7.95+p&.?). 1,58N I 87I321 27 o. [The A] cnaeoLogA oJ larnesi.le r,ol.3J.

This wcll prcscnted volufire dea]s with rccenl excavations and survey work at one
of lhc .ircas most important indLlstrial heritage sites. It describes the rlse ancl
clcclinc ol the iron\.vorks and placcs Park Bridge in its regional context. Producecl
in conj!rnctioD !vith the Irielcl Arch.reolo$r Unit ofNlanchester Univcrsity, it inclucles
rr.lps. .lrawings, plans and phologr aphs. There is a substantial list o[ sources and
.L list of sun''iving remarns ol the iron industry in north wesi England. This is a
substanliaL and rvell produced book Io. thc local historian at ar very reasonable
p.icc ilnd is one ol a series on thc archacolo&v ol Tameside: it is good to see a local
.ruthorjty producing a seties of works of this kind.

East lrlhi(n )915 2OAO: P.ost Lothian Fourlh Slaiislicol Accouni, ed. S. Beke. VoL1.
Thtl CoLLntlJ . E(rs L In ll tlen Cot 0 (LL Libr.trLJ Seraice Jbr Lhe Ec.s L L.l.hi,rt7 F-out Lh St(riis t iccl
A cco Lrrrt Societu. 2OA3. 288pp. .119.95+p(!.p. ISDN I 897a57 31 L

MosL historians are ilwa.e ofth(] iInporlance ol the three senes of Sfctlsfic.rlAccounts
01 Scotland published over the last 2oo lrcars. This major pr-qect attempts to provide
en up to daLc accolLnt lilr llasl Lothian and is on a largc scale- This llrst vollrme
covers general topics in a serics ol essays, and it is to bc lbllowccl by fivc llrrther
volumes on the individual towns.lnd villages. Over sLXly c{pcrt artthors have
contributeci to this volumc: thc chapLers are fairly short and incluclc a wide range
of tables. diagrams and sLatistics. 'fllere is a substantial alld deiailed index.

Llnlikc the nation:1] bases 1br thc [irst to t]rird Accolrnt-s, this work for Dast Lothian
is ir stanclalonc clTo.l by a socjcty set up specially 1br lhc purpose. On lirst evidence
it sccms to be a successlul labortr ol lovc" which rvili becone a major relerence
$'ork about the area. Dast Lothi.ln t,ibrary Service is to b(] congratulatccl on the
design and produclion ol Lhis \\'ork, which has bcen sttpported by the Heritalle
Lottery Funcl. Thcrc is.llso a CD Ronr version in prcparation which includes sorne
..ldii r orr al nlrteri.l.
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Wllde, I.'. Chethem's Librarg, Mcnchest€r,: I653- 2(.)O3. 'I'he Inc(LI I li-storian 33f{/. No|
2003. 221 225.

A briefaccounL efrecent progress and developments at thc library, whose (.ellecLions
have a strong emphasis on lhc local history ol north west Engl,{nd. inclucling
cataloguing, conservation and thc repair and rcstoration ol the libran buildings.

NOTNS END IYPWS

The new IFt"{ Section, Cencalos/ an.l Fantih.History, covet s sLrbjccts rangi q ilc.oss
the ficld of local studies. At IFl,As \\rorl.l l-ibran' and litfornation Col)grcss ill
Berlin in Augr-1st thc themc lbr t]tc Seclion s Opetr Scssiolt focuscci on co oPcratiorl
anlong libraries, archives and mLlsellms. An apprcciativc audicnce hcard litur lir-clr.
vicws ol collaboration. Prolbssor Martin ol the US Institul( of I,luseums.rnd l,ibrar\
Sen'iccs explaincd how his institution llD(ler\r'riles co operati|c lib.ary. n[lscuIl]
and heritage centre programmes throlrgh fedcral liLndirrg and naLion.ll lcrLcicr-sltil.t
grants. Ruth I Ieclegaard oI the \,'cndyssel Historical Nluscunr jn Dcnnrar l< gar-e a|r
introduction to thc NOKS database r','rwv.noks.clk rvhercbl' the cat.,rlogut:s of nin('
instilutjoDs. arcliives, and rnuscLllrrs can bc ac(j(:ssecl tlraolrgh the sautl(: irlLean(L
portal. In Nonva]' cultural associations rvili bc cxl)ccled to jntegratc thcir.llbrls i
the future and Bozena Rasmussen describcd how, it) hcr o\\.tt snlall-lo\rrl collll nuoi[\.
ofGjerdrum, this has resulted i a combined library. ntuscurn and locai lrchi\'(..
Elizabeth Melrosc sunrnarjscd the dilemntas ancl acltievcnr(:nLs ol-a NO!- cligitis.tliorr
project, comparing the North Yorl(shire Unnetic lllustrations Proicct witlt otl! r
schemes involving collaboration across cultural s(:ctors. Thar Sectioll irlso ot-ganis(.1
tours in Berlin, to the Centre lbr Berlin StLrdics, an.l 1o Lhe cclel)r.rlc(l ,lc\rrsll
Museum lvith ils Garclcn ol Exile. Other ntcnorable c\crtrsions :lrlan{cd by ll.l. \
during thc conlcrence wcre to the lakesidc villil at \\.annscc, wltcrc lj.rycli ich ill
1942 clarilied thc Final Solution, ancl to the nrcmorials by thc rcnrains ol th(l
Berlin Wall. Anyone in the UK \\,anling lo learr) rtrore irbout the IFLA G( neilloe-\'
and Family History Scction ol ll.'l,A should contacI Jani((: \1a( lhrl!1nc. Nationrl
Ljbrary of Scotland {jmclh ane@inls.ukJ.

The Nortl-tern Irelarnd Publicalions Resource (NIPR) has larrnchccl its a;clrr)r.rtir!/
our Incal History compctition. NIPR, based at tllc Li en llall t,ibt-an' artrl Re:llusl
Cenlral t,ibrary, collects books, Qovcrnlrcnt pubLications, joLlntirls. conlu[rniL|
magazincs and newslctters published since thc verir 2OOO. an(l the contl)ctilior)
aims to highlight the availability of this archivc. \\'iih prizcs ol "tla)oo. 

jl2OO arr(l
S100, il is opcn to cveryone u'l.ro has prrblishccl :r local historJ or biogrirphl' irl
Northern lreland since January 2OOO.'lhc closinO clatc is liO N1:trclt 200-1 ilrrd Lh(.
winners will be annolrnccd as soon as possible.lllcr th.-rt. r\rchive inlbrniition ancl
a bibliographic record of cach publication held is availitblc at thfr NIPIi \\,cbsiL( :

wrwv.nibooks.org

The Newsplan database of 2.500 local nervspapels is again .rvailable on tlr(
web(www.newsplan.co.uk). lt has bccn dcvcloped and inlprove.l ancl, than](s to ll
grant iioril the l-aser Founclation and the British I.ibrar.,.'- has been clevelopetl ancl
improved and is nolv hosted by VISF-M.
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The second London Maze, hostecl this year by the Guildhall Library and Guildhall
Art Gallerf/, attr acted over 2OOO visitors. The event was devoted to London and jts
historl and over 4O stalls from London s musellms, archives, local studies librarjes
and historical socicties were present. Also featured were local history talks, guided
walks and visits, children s storytelling and even Victorian parlour magic.

Backtracks from Camden Local StLldics and Archives Centre always provides
intcrcsting reading. 'fhe current issue rccords the establishment of a new wcbsite
called Tcn Generations ($$\v.tengeneralions.org.uk). C:rnden, alongwith archives
in Brcnt, Hackney, Islington and Westminster, as well as other organisations,
have rvorked together to oifel' 3OO ycars of history at the touch oI a mouse. The
website draws on the partners stock to create a social and cultural history of
norur London over thc last 3OO years under seven main thcmest Health, Homes,
Leisure, Transport, Communities and Edllcation. Uscrs can explore aspects of
London s history in a rar.r61e of specially written 'learning jol'rlneys'. About 350
images from the Camden collections have been included. Also mentioned is a furthel
donation of material lrom a member of the public and, in a note about a recent
user survey, a cornmcnt that many nlore people now have access to the intemet
7I.24/o tn 2OO2 compared with 43% in 1998.

Pathe News has made its entire 3,500 hours of lilm archive available onhne. This
means that yolr can look up, for example , places in yollr own area and see stjlls of
itenrs which have appearcd in newsreels. Sometimes thcsc are surprisingly many,
but the indexing under place is not llw-rys;ery specilic and a general heading may
produce false drops. Neverthelcss a nost interesting and use[ul tool. Log on to
wr,.!v. britishpathe. con-l

F-ollowing Lhe retircment of Michael Cowan as Administrator of the Briiish
Association for l,ocal History, Annmarie Jones has been appointed Business Manager
and there has been a changc of acldress. The BALH address js now: BALFI. PO Box
6549, Somersal Herbert. ASHBOURND Dll6 5WH. Tel: 01283 5859,17. email:
mail@balh.co.lrk

'lhere is no ISG subgroup in the SoLlth West because of nenrbership nLnnbers and
geographical spread, although il is possible to have local stl-rdies related mcctings
through the main CIl,lP South West Branch. However, SWELLS lsouth West
England Librarians in Local Studies) has now been established as a forum lor
local studies librarians. Apart lron twice yearly meetings on the same daJ' as
Newsplan, it is proposed to establish a wcb newsletter. As a start, Ian Maxted
ollbred lor a trial period to produce a spccial edition of the existjng local studies
newsle tter ftom Devon County Libr-ary, which he edits, and which would incorporate
news and articles lrom local stuclies librarians in the area. This seens to be an
excellent idea to keep peoplc in iouch. A sumrnary of discllssions at the initial
mccting already appears in lhe Novcmber issue (386) ol the Devon newslettcr, p3
5. address belo!v.

Leicestcr University is hosting the NOF funded Digitisation of Local Directories
project, which continues to make good progrcss. By mid November there were 280
directorjes on linc, $.ith 55 lurther volllmes in Lhc process of being scanned: this
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is over halfway torvards the target. Aconsiderable number oflibrarics are involvecl,
though there are probiems in obtaining volumes to digitjse, especialll, in the prjority
decades of the lBsos, i89Os and i91Os, as lhe]' nced to be jn good conclition and
open flat. Phase I of the p.oject finishes late in 2OO4 and the project is :rlrcady
making plans lbr its continuation. For further infor'Ination and to offer help contact
the project at www. historicaldirectories. org We hope to have an article on the
project in olrr next issue.

Already mentioned above, the Devon County Local Studles Newsletter is worth
taking a look at. Published monthly, and now availablc only electronicalll,, it has
now reached issue 387 (December 2OO3). a huge achievement lbr County Local
Studies Libra.ia. Ian Ma-xted. Although basically intended lor Devon readers its
major part is a list oI newly accessioncd books about the county it contains
much material of interest to outsiders. Recent notes. for instance. have inclrrdcd
a report on the latest meeting of BzuCMICS (an organisation for map librarians),
a comment on the recent LSG comntittee meeting, infonnation on the NOF lunded
Digitisation of Local Directories project. and a note on the BBC Legacies loc.1l
history website. Some of the Devon related materiai. e.g or1 the 2OO3 Ner,r,lsplan
survey of newspapcr use in Devon. is of interest olllside the county. The address
for previous issues is http: //www.dcvon.gov.uk/libr:ary/locstudy/home4.html ancl
further information can be obtained lrom ini.Lxted@dcvon.gov.uk

Jlrst a reminder that LSG has a page on the CILIP wcbsite (www.cilip.org.uk/
groups/lsg/index.html). This contains inlormation abolrt the Group and, among
other things, lists of contents lrom lSL, thollgh at present this is in the process ol
updating. The main contents of rccent issues arc as lollows:

Vol 21(l) Summer 2OO2. Local studies collectionsi our untold storjes
fcloucestershire]; Archive 2OOO [Dudley]; ernergcncy planning; creating a permitne l
digital archive of local materials: jndexrnA loLal qludtes .oll-.tions: ftont orlr CILIp
councillor; l^SG Treasurer's rcport and accollnts; recer)t ISC publications: fronl
our subgroups; notes and ncrvs; have you sccn..?

Vol2l(2) Winter 2OO2, IFLA Glasgorv 2OO2; Cragside. Northumber-lancl: cataloglring
lhe books; black hislory and local stuclies: local stridics and social inclusion; local
studies Librarian of the Year, 2OO2; LSG annual report, 2OOl: liom olrr CILIP
councillor; frorn our subgroups; Alan Ball local history awarcls, 2002t more
recognition lor local studies publicatjons; community, collaboration and cclebratjon:
Vac, 2002; Notes and news.

Vol.22(l) Su[rlner 2OO3. Jubilee: a short history ol thc lirst 2tr ycars of LSG:
Peakland hcritage: local studjes librarv sen'ices in \orlhcrn Ireland; lronr our
subgroups: LSG annual report, treasurer's reporl an.l accounls. 2OO2; liom our
CILIP councillor; Lsc committee 2OO3t Fanlilia in pcril; Alan Ball local history
awards, 2003; notcs and news; have Vou seen..?

2i)



PHOTO STORAGE
& ARCHIVING

Photo-Filling Pages &
Polyester Sleeves &
Pockets For every Size
Of Photography - from
35mm Slide up to 12 x
16 inch Prints

Somples on requesl

NICHOLAS HUNTER LTD
U1t 8 ' O{o d BJ< re"s C^-r'.e ' Osrei

Email: nfo@pholofllingcom

Tel 01865 727292 Fax 01s65 200051



TOM VALENTINE
Limited

"Carronvale Bindery"
A QUALITY SERVICE FRONT COVER TO COVER

Contact us now to discuss your conseNation or binding requircments

Canonvale Bindcry, 18 Main Strcct, Larberr, FALKIRK, FK5 3AW
A (01324) 552247 orFax (01324) 563737

E-Mail : TVBC@btinternet.com
Visit our wcb site at rvww.valcntinecarronvale.btinternet.co.uk

CON:E RVAI IO\ I BOOKBINDINC

. De..i.tifi.ati(!r . Restoraiion

. Paper and Docurnent Repair ' Fine Bindings

' Perioclicals and Joumals
' Vellum Docurnents Conse^ed

. Thesrs Brnclrn(

' Encapsulation Senice

t Maps and Plans Restorecl . Ar.hive Roxes and portfotios

t Albrrnrs I ' Disaster Planning & senices

' O,' ) tu l.iv,l OUJ irv MJ "nJ J PLI | .

MicroFormat

lMicroFormat UK Limited
lmage House,
344 High Slreet, Flochester,
Kenl N.4E1 1JE

r Preservationmicrofilming
o Digital capture

. Microfilm duplication

. Reformatting roll to fiche

o Retrieval equipment

Telephone 01634 813751
Facsimile 01634 831557

archiving @ microf ormat.co.uk
www.microf ormat.co.uk


