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EDITORIAL

Last year nar-ked the Group's 25th anni\rersary with various events. This
issue of l,sl, includes items related to the anniversary, in particular a history
of the Group from its inception. in order to provide an "official' picture ol
what we have achieved over thc years. We !4yg achieved a considerable
amount during this period: rve have raised the profile of local studies as a
rvhole, r,ve havc produced trvo editions of Guidelines for local studies librarians
and $'e have made communication between librarians easier by estalllishing
subgroups. by publishing our well-respected journal, and by arranging
specialist workshops and providjng a programme at every Umbrella weekend
school since their inception. We have established an award to celebrate
outstanding practitioners among our members, and we have recen y
published lhe Bibltographg oJ loccl strrdies librarktnship. AU this is chronicled
fully in Ian Ma-\ted's article . and the Committee feels that the croup has
much to be proud o1-.

In the light of the above, do we promote ourselves enough? Do individual
libraries mal<e enough of thernselves to the outside tvorld? Where they have
created websites, a great deal of interest has been reported. Of course
everyone does. in one form or another. let one's o\r'rr community know what
is happening. using sllch methods as notices. press releases ard perhaps
the lot:al pressi buL horv much further do we go? Much of what we do is of
interest outside our o\1m areas - either to other libraries or to local historians
who lir.e far arvay. The internet is a great help here. Even so. how good are we
at publicity? Other organisations seem to be better: L,ocaL Hisbrlj ly'eus from
BAI-H has er section of nervs fron each sector of locitl studies service provision,
- a]]d libraries are invariably thc least represented. For instance, on a rough
count ol the relevant columns in tlte last three issues of l-ocal Historg 

^terus,there r,vas a total of 36 under Archives (though a ferv of these were from Local
Studies Centrcs). 26 under Museums, but only g from libraries. Surely rve
havc as much to rcport as the others!

By the timc you read this, Umbrella 2OO3 rvill be long over, but thoughts will
already be tuming to Umbrella 2005. It is often difficult for people to attend
such residential study schools, as they can be expensive both in terms of
cost and time, but Umbrella is a good shorvcase for local studies librarians,
ard attracts delcgates from other fields. Would anyone rvho has ideas for
papcrs tiom LSG for 2005 pleasc contact Diana Dixon, our FIon. Secrctary?
The Group is aiso anxiolts to provicle day schools on a r topics rvhich would
be useful. and again suggestions for topics rvould be useful. Contact either
Diana Dixon or your sub-group Secretaq' with ideas, as many of these day
schools are arrargcd locally. The group $/ants to tailor courses to your needs.
And. to reier back to the previous paragraph, when they are organised they
need to be oublicised.



JUBILEE: a short history of the first 25 years of the Local Studles croup

Iftn,\Ialrreal

Tliis paper is a re|is('cl \-crsior'r o[ onc I)reselrLc(l irl the Jul)j]ee nr(cling at CII-lP
lle dclla, ier_s in Novcrnber 2002. Any orQalrjsatioil such as oltrs reaaltirie a lanclntarli
ilnni|e.san' (lesen'cs to ha\.c a permancnt recorcl oI iis origins an(l del_clol)rrlent.
.lncl lhis articlc proviclos this- The aLlll-rOi welomos allt'collrr'nents or ( orrectiolrs ancl
il is inlcnclccl that il (lellniti\.c version \\'jll be n)ounted on the I-SC \r'cbsjle. The
mi\in solrrccs cited irl the text iire tl-re Ircai -sllldies iibrari.ol (LSL) :rnd tllc l-ocai
SlLr(lics Croup ,NerL'-slcltel (N). Oommittcc p:rpers \rcre also Lrsed. thoueh access \\.as
not :1\.ailallle to a corlplete scL: if anvoilc has a sel the-v- itrc preparecl to parl wilh.
particularlv those prior to 199 I . I rvoulci bc pleasecl to hcar- liom thcn with :l view to
collatinq thcm il.q:rirrst m\'(^vn sct to provide a cor)pletc backup rclcrence sct.

The beginnings

Thc gciresis ol the LSG lies irr thc Year i973 \,ith the lormalion o[ the local S(udies
Sul.rgroup of RSIS. lt u,as fornrcd largely under lhe initi.rlive of Doroth\. McCulla,
hcad of the local stllclics sen,icc in Birmingham, whosc clvnamism shines Lhreugh
in llcr rressagcs in carh.isslrcs of the LSG ncwsletter. A preliminilrJ meeting had
br:t n held in 1972 and thc lirst rnccting ol the coDrnlittee Nas held in Nolember I 973
\!'ilh hcr in thc chair. Thc nlernbcrship ol the sub-group grcu,to sucl) an e\tcnl that
l)\, 1977 i1 w.1s lelt 1]ral the inLcrcsts ol local slLrdies librar-ii1ns \\'olrld bc i)e11er
strrtci l^.,rD independcnt groLrp. On I l)ecemllcr 1977 thc jnaugurirl rneetir]g \\,as
Itclci aL Grrilclhirll Librart'. l-onclon \r.hen ( hose attcnding \rcrc .rddresscd b! Proli'ssor
VlaLrrice tlercslord on thc uses of local histor]' rcsources. (N I : l).
A nrain airu o[ Lhe Grotrp was to counteract thc iijo]irtion ol local stu(lies libftlrians
irncl this remaiils a conlinLrir')€ tilsl{. EYen iD t}-te 1980s the editor of thc l-ocal
Sl Lldics Librilriirn {LSt, 6:2) coLrld point out that zrt least t\\'o local studies librilrians
rvltcrc brrsV cortpiliD{ parish percks blissfulll' unil\\,are oI each othcrs rcti\.i$' in the
lielcl. Nc\,ert]rcless thc actiYilies of the LSG havc clone mu( h to bring local studies
slillf togetl.]er.
-l'he LSG has continually re.rssessed its role. In 1987 a "lhink tank \ras scl up
wl]ich thc lbilor'ing )icar macle \.arious proposals orr public:ilv, pLrblications ancl the
l)ri'rnch stftrctLlre. A niission statemcnt \vas publishecl in 1995 (LSL 1,1:2) \vhicl-l
co(lilled much that the LSG h.rd been doinF for nlanY vears- and ('ach cornntittee
nlcctin.q brings neN i(leas fon\,arcl.

organisation

'lhc tediolrs pirrl o[settii]g Llp ilny ne\v organis.rtion lies in formir)! Lr sLlslainablc
sirllcture a|rd llro\vllcaLing inclivicluals into commjtting thcrnseh.es to jts lvork. l-ocal
studies librariLlns :ire bus!'people ancl it savs mLlcll lor the inherer]l intcrest of their
\rork that an cnthusiirstic b.ur(l ol-people has been found orer thc Years. A corlnritLce
wils establishcd lionr lhe start and hils generally met thrcc tinles a vear. For ir long
tin)e rneetir'rts altcrniilecl between thc Library Associatio|r llcadqLrilrLcrs in Lonclon
alrcl Birnringham but irl prcscrrl it mects three tinrcs a Year in Bil'rllinsham Centr.rl
t,ibrirn. Beside thc olli(ers aD(l normal mcmbers lhcre l]a|c siirce the I93Os bccrr



representali\.cs oI LSG lrrirnches. inclLrding since the micl 1990s a reprcscntative ol
Local Hislory Panel of tlie I-ibrar-\. and InLbrjtrillion Sen-iccs Couilcjl oI Nortl-rerrr
lrelan.1. Sincl.r the nlici 1!190s a liilison olllc.rr I on] lhe Lr\ (altcl DoN CII_lpl has lreen
:rtlachecl iothe GroLrpancl c:rch has llr.lllght special cxpcrtise. Sancly Nor an llcl
kno$lcclge of iDtelleclual llrollerit lit\\. an.l Jill N,lilrtin hcr \\'or k in the intenlilljonaL
arenil. After llre lorm.lLion oI CILIP Danlien NIcMa]tlrs becamc liaison olllccr it
2002. Since aboul 1!l!lo too ihcrc has been:r LA/CILlp corurcillor ll-orn thc comniittee
who represents the C;r.iup s interesLs ancl is notnalh'alt.acilie(l to an appropriiitc
.omlllittee. 'l'lrosc \1'ho har,e scn.c.l in this caltaci11'. \\'liich c:rn in\.oh e llrc clcl'oLlrinI
ol conslclcr:rble cluilr-rljljes ol paperN or h. a|e Pa rrl Sturgcs. Neil Rrucc. tUller l I l.Lrtlcr.
ancl Elizalleth l\Ielloso. The CornnliLLee has bccn ntosl lbrtun.ltc in coniin it\.of
nrembeasl1ip- li.ln Jalriesoi has been it rnentber siirce M77. Diirrrr \\'rnLcrltoLli.rrtr
frorD the earlicst clavs Lrntjl 1993. sonle tilnl: after lter rcLirenienl. Fllizabcth N,lel-osc:
has scn,ed since I931. Ian Nlaxtecl since 1!182 \\,iih a gap bet\\,ecn 1988 ar-rd I990.
This \!as bec:tuse o[ pressLrre ol \\'ork, anal it is a tribLlte to mcml]ers of t]te n:rin ancl
brirrlch c.lmmiltces that lhe)..uc able to cLcvote so truch time to l_SCl .lllairs itntid
their busv l\.orkloacl. Othe r nlclllbers ol Lhc current comnitlee who hir\-c sel1 e.l lbr
ten years or more incluclc Philippa Stcvcns of Hanpshire (19881. r\1ice Lock ol
'l'.Lmesidc [1990) and I)or.r Martin of l.]ilst DLrnbartonshire (1!t811.

Ollicet s.
'l'here har-c been 1i'e chairmen (the l-SG has avoidccl ihe terrrr "chajr'l clLrrin._e Lhc
Iir st quartcr centLrn. 'l'lre first was Dor othv McCu]l:r oI Birntinghiln Library. who
senrcclfronll9T3uirtilherunlimeh.leathonTMarchlgsl(N.l:1)_Shc\vassLr..eedicl
b\. Chrjs Nla](cpuace. Grcalcr l,lLtrrchcsLer l,litrtning Department {1981 89); IaD
Jamicson. Nervcastle Polytcchnic / [J n j\-crs itV of NorLhumbria (1990-94]: Elizaberh
Melrosc. Lincolnshire, illen Nor rh Yorhshjrc Libra.jes {1995 l!1991;ilncl. since 20O0.
Ian MiL\Lcc1 of DeYon l-ibrarics.
Since the cstalllishnlenl ol thc LSG there have been lbur secretaries. thcse beirtg
Briirn H.1li. Birnlinghallr Poh'Lcchnic 11977 82): paul Sturges, Loughborough
Unir.ersity(19E2 861; Pal.rick Baird. Birlningham Librarjes (1988 99): .rncl Diilna
L)ixon. l-oLlghboroLrgh UniYersit\. [2000 to clate). 'l']-le \\,ork oI an elli.ticnt sccretan
carn makc the role of the chaljrrran a sinitcrlre. as the prcscnt chairrnan can testih ,

and lrillutc mLlst also be paicl Lo lhose u.ho have so ofLcn shared llle burcleri. re
assistant secretirries aDcl rninLltes secr eLarics.
Thc role oI treasurer is a clilliclrlt one Lo fill, an.l it is lortLrnate that thc LSG l-ias
onl]. ha.i to seeli postholclcrs ll\:e tirl r cs since I 9 77: Olivc ller ]lert. S.rnd\\,ell Lillritr ies
[1977 81); Bernarcl Nurse. Southu'ark Lil]raries [1981-85]i Elizabeth X,IeLosc.
LincolIrshire. thcn North Yorkshire [1985-92): Pau] Drew. Collcee of l-ibr ar ianship
\\rales 0993 9,1); irnc] Philip Thomas (Llirningham) lroln 199,1 to 1he prescnt.

AnftLL1,l Cet LeraL X,lee litlg
'i'hjs has bccn he1.l in various parts ol thc coLlntry, usllally as part ol it branch
nleeting. It is irorrlallv a natter of lormalitY ancl rccci\.es the ilnnll.tl report and
accounts wlrich .ue ltublishecl in ttle tocal SlLrdies L ibt.1ricLn. The arccounts tVpjcalh-
slto\\,about four lil1hs of t]re income cleriving from capitaltion. perhaps one Lcntit
Iron srLrpluses lor conlercnccs. llve per ccnt tiom sales oI pLlblications ancl another
fi\-e per crent lion intercsL. As far iIS cxltenclitllre is concernecl tl-te lu.o issLtes oi lltr
Ircal Stlt.:lies Li,bi.tri,an tl'pica]lt earl up more th.ln hall of rhe income . coninlilteil



cxpenses allrrLrl arnc lii1h. granls to srrl)groLlps itllout 1erl percenL anal l)rislage ilnd
sl atiollcn- a sinrilar l)rollortior).

Membership

Thal lhc LSC lill(id !r lon.e-felt nccd can l)e seen l)\'fhe l.ll)icl gro\\'fh ol rrcnrbcrsl-tip-
Soon alter its inauguralion it slood :rl 622 arcl by ihe crrd oI 1978 iL hilci riscn 1o

8,17.BY1982itstoocl Nr 1500.risingto lTOOb\'1986. i8OOby 1992 ar.rcl pc.rkiDg at
a littll, under 20OO in 1996. Si|lcc then it has lallcn back somc\vlr:rt.md noN stalrds
al i1 li le Llncler l7OO. In .rddjlion lo nornr.il nembersl)ill. lionl t9B3 it \\'ls possible
Ior pclson.il allllilltcs who $,cre not mcrrbers ol'thc LA to jojn iincL b)' 1935 thcre
rvere I6 such nlenlbcrs. In acidition thc Crolrp has conli:rred ljle mcmbership on a
.!mall number of peoplc. inclLr(lin.g Joc Fisher ol CIasgoN ancl Cyula Manclli ?rncl

I.l.zs(l)el Gancs 01 Hllngan'.

Activitles

Public.rlions
Thc rrain public.rtions of the LSC are its pcriodicirls \\'hich havc appearcd lhroughout
thc liletime ol thc GroLrlr and rc,qularl)'rcach e\:rn.menrl)er autornaticall-"- as pelr[ of
thcir entitlerncnt.
- I'elr'sielle. l'ire lirst issue of the r\erlslellerNas pllblished in November 1977 .ls il
dLrpliciltcd A.1 set of stnpled sheets under th(: editorship oI Brian Hall. It \\,as a
livcl),. inforrrill ,'-et ilrlirrmali\,i pu]riicatjon l)ut not il sLrit.rl)le \,ehicle for rttorc
slrllslanLial articles- Tllc last issue appeir.ecl in Auturlrl 1981.
- Irc(rl sllr.lics librariarL This \\'as establishecl in 1982 \\,hen llle LSG I'tad.r largc

enough nlenrbcrship bilse to sLrst:rin a more formal pLLblic:1tion. Ils eclitor has ahv.lys
bcen Iiln Janricson who. irs a lil)ra{'school lccturer ha!i been able to relain a broad
tie\r of the local stuclics ficlcl and mainlain a goocl llo\\' of articles \r'hich rellect the
\\'ide ran{e ol issues lhilt localstudics lillrari:rns havc lo conliont. It appc.rrs twice
a l.eirr. Ther e haYe bccrr uselul indexcs 1o thc irrticlcs. reviclvs, reporls of nleetings,
notes and ne\\'s and olllcial notices coDrpiieci bv Eliz:rbeth Melrose ancl Alice Lock.
Otlrer publications arc nrentioned Llnder brancl-res. r\ publications sub-committcc
was sf)t Lrp in l.c)81 lvilh the ainr ol prodLlcing a series of parmphlets.ltwas recon\.encd
in M86 and a housc history l(:allet conmlssioneci in 1987, but the proposed serics
of guicles io sorrrces has nelcr materialised as a central LSG jnitiatile. It \\..rs no[
until 1990 that a logo - thlll sine qLrar non ol irny org{nisation was clesignecl by
Michael DcN'e. a long-slancling Comnritlcc member lroor the Collcrge of Librariansllip.
\\'ales. i(s concentic circlcs reprcsenting local. rcgional. nationirl and inte.national
history' (l-SL 9:2). and lhis wirs used on the Gr-oup's llrst plrblicity leaflct rvhich \virs
prcpa recl lbr i hc Umllroll,A corlcrence in i 9!l 1 . Howevcr (he LSC l las beerl ilssocia Lccl

\vith a number ol pulllicatior-ls b]' Committee menrbcrs. notablv Ian ,Jamicson s

contributions on local studies ir-r Britislr librariarlship and irdomtaliorL LL,orlr 1976-8O.
1981 -85 ancl 1986 90, Locol stt]clies librqrianshrp by comniittee member Harold Nichols
(197!)). and thc ,4]IanLrai oJlocal slr1dies iibrarienslrp. e clitecl by Michacl Dervc. rvhich
\\.rs publishccl b)' Go\\'er in t\ro Yolumes in l9S7 and I 99 I - con taining cont ribu tiorls
b)' a range of l-SG nrembcrs. A new work rrn(ler Dewe s cditorship. Loccl strtclies
coliecriorr rne,rogerncnl, publishect by  sl-rgate. appearcd in 2002. Thcre \vils a nrorc
dircc( LSG invoh emen l in Ircal studies libran(rr6hipi a r L'orl.l bibliogr.rph!./ bl' Dianil



Dixolt. rvhich L\ Pul)lishjng issLred itr 2001. A1 tinlcs too the Group s work llils
reached a wide. auclience. for cxanple through the scries oI articles in thcliirren/
A-s-societiorl record ofl)ccernller I9S8 or Iliana WiI] ter botha nt s at-ticle on local sl Uclies
librariiush ip in t he .lnl.'ni.{l iona I encLFlopae.Iia o l'Iibra rian s hip. .

Eoialence lo comnliltc'es
This \\'as anlong Ihe first.rclivities of the ncrvh'IorrDccl {roup. -r\lreirclt,itr I973eyidcltcc
wits l)rcsenLe.l to thc Rlalie CommilLee lo rcf ie\\. Local ltiston, (N l :2J 'l'liis tr,a.'q

pLtblished in 197!) bY the Stalrding Conlcrencc lirr Local Ilistqn'(N2:21 and arlong
other things led Lo ihe rclarrnciring ol Lhe or{arlisirtion .rs illc Ilritislt Associltlion
lbr Local Hislon' in l9ti2. I)avi.l Havns. th(: Associ:ltion s I.iclcl C)fficer lisitccl rniln\'
ulelnbers ol thc (;roLrll whcn pr('parir]g his rcporL ln 1982-3. In 1979 eviclcnce Nas
giten lo the Conlmitt( e oI Er-rqtrin' inlo the \r.orkin{ of thc Public Rccords Act (the
Wilsoir Colllmillcel. In l97S the l,SG sLlbntiLtecl a paper olt char{ing l0r services lor
thegrcen paper on fin a nci n{ public ]it)ran sen'ices. In 199.1 it tade rcpres('trtatio!ts
to the go\-ernnerrLs re\,ie\v ol thc pulllic libl ary scn'jcc in Er-l{lancl ancl \\,ales :u.l its
proposals I'or the conlracting out of public scn.ices. It also loicccl its concern al the
local go\.cfl]lnenl I eortiinisit l ion proposals in Utc micl 1990s witlr the itd\.ersc ellcct
that smallel aLrthorities might llring 1o spccialist sen ices. In 2OO2 there \\.as l-SG
representalion on thc CILIP group rvho responcled lo thc consultation on reliscd
conditions of acccss to elccroral registcrs .rnd Lherc are mirnl' other exantples of
lobbving bY menrbers ol thc l-SG comnitte(:.

Sland(lrd-s crlal a./r r ir.lelina-s
A sull-conirnilte( on tlris ioPic\\,ils corrvenecl rrnclerLht leaclcrshii) ofIlarol(l Niclrols
as ear\,as 1977 (Nt: l) bLrt seens to have mirde little ptogl'css- It w.rs re conYcne(l lly
Diana \\rilrlcrbolharn in I985 ar-ici clrirlt stan(lards tverc presentecl to the LSCI
Comnlirtce in October 1986. 'fhc\'\vcre discussecl at a mcetin.q in Prc6lon \\'hich \\.as
attenclecl by 35 l)coplc Lrncl flrrLher cortntents lvere in\'itcd. Tlre li]lirl (lraft wits
sublnitted to ttre I-r\ in 193,9. thc\'\\'erc agreed in 1989 and publistred in l9!)O as iur
n 5 bookie t. l'hcy \\'ere \\'ell rccei\cd. I n 1 98!l a s u rr er. rtn locill s tltd ie s Pro\.i sion hacl
been colnnrissionccl b\' thc I-SG .rnd tlte results. arnah'sed llY Diana Winlerl)othirnt.
rvere pLrblisltccl in 1990 ILSl- 9: l). I3\' 1996 i1. \1'as c]ear that tl-iere lt.rcl l)ecn so ntitnY
changcs in lhe lil)ran world since the dralt of the llrst edilion hard been prcparcd
th:lt a re\'ised Yersion was c:rllecl for. A Norking partv urrclcr lhL. leaclershjl) of I)on
MarLin \\.as sct llp ancl the llrsl (lraft. \vhich w.ls closeh'based on the first edilion
Njth provision 1or l'I' (lcleloplncn I s waS subntittccl ro tl-te LA in 1l.)gE: jt Nas relerred
back lbr re\\'ritjnQ als it \\,:ts fell that it dicl not do.justic(: to the inno\.ali|e ancl
dvnamic \\'ork of Iocal stridies librarics ancl it also sullcred lion lta\'iltg bccn dra\\,lt
upiusl bcfore lho apl)r'a.ance o[ T/re nert librenl: c peoples r1c'tltor/r (1997) and
olher Signillcanl reporls. SLrch aspects as lte\\ technolog],, social inclusion and
pronroLion \vcre then highlighted in .r section callccl Ne\\'horirons itnd the clraill
rcsubnrittccl. Ironicalh the Iact tltat tltesc ltad bccn isolatccl fronr thc ntainstreitr
o[ thc \vork w:1s iloN i]te srll)ject of criticism. the 1\'or ic1 of locai stuclies Ijllrariansltip
hard becn nlolin{ so lhsr tltilt sontc ol lhesc horizorrs r|cre alreacll. r-rr.: loneer nerv.
The I-A rvas sr-rpportive irncl hclplirl ancl thc clocuntcnt \\lrich rvas finally pLtblished in
2002 rvas all the belt('r lbr lhc l)loocl. s\1eat anci tears_ and a grcal credir to tlte
clelolecl rvorli of Don Marlir'r-



Re lt iot t el b ibliall cehki s
'l'l-ris was an eilrl\. int erosl o[ tllc l,SG a! r](1 in l97S thc exilnrplcs ol l{ent ilncl thc Eitsl
\iicllaD(ls \\'er!- hcld up as c\i|r)plcs ol .Qoocl pril.ticc (\l:2]. Lr l9S3 l)ilLrl StLlr{cs
conirillLltccl an article on lhe sLrbjecl lo l-SL \Liicrlr pro\1)l{ecl .r rcsijonsc li-orn those
in\olvecl in bil)liographies for Essex ancl l{ent (LSI- l3:l). IL \\,as rccoenisccl tllirl locill
collcc(ions conlilioed n rch that \\..is ilot r eprescnted in natiot)al librlrries and the
LSG qncolrragc(l participirtion in national bibliograplrical initiilti\.es sLrch as lhe
Eighteenth cenlLrrv Sliort Tillc Catalo.{Lle no\v the Engljsh Short Titlc Catalogur:
{LSL 3:l}. Thc in\.oh'cmcnt ol local slLrdics librari.rns in regional bibliocraphicai
\\,or li nlcant lhat the l-SG \\-.rs represcnlecl on .r llritish l,ib.a[' project lo investigale
the lL:girl clcposil of local publications jn 1999.

ll,brkin!/ t crtie,s
On oc(irsion tlrc LSG llir s seL LIP i1s o\vn \\,orking gl oups lo deal wit I-i bLLrJtinQ issLlcs.
ln 1978 sLlch a {rolrp \\'i:rs set Lrp on ephernera (N2:1) lbllorvir-rg a n]eeling llelcl in
1977 lo receivc the preljmin.rn repor I ol the A(lvison' Conlmittcq on Ephemera arnd
Milror Publications. In 198I llle LSG pilrticip:rtecl in a working partv on archiles
policv lbr librirrics. nrLrseums ancl rccord officcs \\'hich l esultecl in iljoint statenrcnt
bcjng issued. Morc ollen ho\\'e\tr thc LSG has been rcpr-esentcd on a range of other
bodies. for exirmplc lhe British l,ibral]' Consull.r ti\.e Group on Newspapers on rvhich
it h.rs scn'e d sincc l98ll. lrst tr)' l.'rank M.nclcrs ncl sinco 1991 b)r Elizabcl h Melrose:
thc laller has illso lleen Chair ol 1he LINC Ne\\'splaur Conlnrittee arld no\r'jts succcssor.
the UIt and lreland Ne$'splan Cfirrnritt(e- Othcr bodics similarl] supporlecl arc the
Stan(ling Corrli:rence on ArchiYes an(l NlusculDS, thc ljlack ilncl Asjan Stuclics
Associ.ilion. tllc British Book 'l'rade hr(le,\ r\d\,iso[' ConrD]ittcc ancl BIIICMICS. .l
bocll rDirdc up o[ rnap (:urators acting zrs il lobby group for ]ibrarics to thc Ordnance
S Lln ev.

Ercurcltcs
Thc es t allli shnrcnt ol branches or strb-groups $ ers appro\.ecl in I 978 an cl at n umber o[
regjor )irl or na lional branchcs rve re establishecl d l r ring thc 1 980s. 'l'he Scottish branch
\,as csl:iblisl-ted in 19S0. thc fir-sl of oLlr branch('s and ahvavs onc of thc nrost active.
l'or milD\-years it has lleen zr ker. plzrvcr in thc Scottistl local histo{'\vcek. which
has t l(en plaice regLllirrly since 1988, iLnd its newsletter 1rc-scol which has Lrppe.rred
since 1982 ollen ri\'.rls the lrcrli str1.-irc5^ librdn.ur in sizc:. The North West branch
\\'as cs(:lblishecl in lgtil. Anong ils achie\'emcirts has bccn the publication in 1987
ol Slrrc cofkrsr sources./iJr rhe hisrory q/-rcirgion il t,re r\orth lyest. In I g!15 it undertook
a slrncv of spclrding cuts in lhc region. Its N(,rosietier has apPcarrecl since 2001.
Thclondon and Home Counties branch \ras established in 1983. It has maintairred
an ircli\'e programme ancl has published its Neursleler sincc 1986.'l'he Eastern
branch rvas cstlrblishccl in 1985: it becanle dornlant in lhe 1990s ancl rclbrmecl as
the Midlands and Anglia in I 993. This has been Drore sLrcccssful witl] 300 meDrbers
in 2000. The Welsh branch. olrr mosl recent bralnch. Nas esturl)lished in 1988. ?rnd

also publishc$ its own l{elrsiclle,: Bclween lhrln the branchcs ha\,e contribrrted
greatll' to the clevelopmcnt of locai strrclics stalT .rcross t.hc colurtry. organising clav
schools on a \\-idc range oI topics as \\'ell as visits lo librarics ilnd otlrer rclelant
resource collcctlons. 'l'he branch reports ahvaivs Ibrrn one of the rnosl substantial
scctions of thc I-SG Conlrrittec ll1eetings.



CorLJerer tces
The LSC lullils much of its lunction of echrcating aDCl infbrn.]ing ]ocal stlrdies sLafl
Lhrough arn active progranrnrc of in\.()h.ement in confcrences alt.l rlreetings.'l'his has
been the case since its carliest clavs rvhcn it particjpalccl in thc LA national
conlerences. ln 1979 (Scp I I 1+) the t-\ Strrcll'School ancl Narional Conlerentr rvas
held al Nottinghallr. a lnilratlron cvent lasting four clays, inclu.ling LSC scssions on
local collections irl uni\.ersitl'lillrarics. orill historv and consen'ation [N 3:1]. In
1981 (Scp 14-18) the LA National Confercnce ancl Exhibilioll ilt Cliftonvillc riYirlled
this lvith eighl scssions on thc olerall conlc'rcnce thcme ol 'Lcarniilg throLrglr lif(l
and thc pirpers werc publishcd in I-4R Oct 1!)8 i .

The group has been invoh ed in all the scries of UrnbrcllA conferenccs \vhiclr have
taken place in altcrnate )rears o\.er it Period Qf tlvo to three clilys. usually iil ,lune or
JLrlv. 'lhc llrst was in l-rccls in 1971: thc others hirle al1 bten hclcl at UN4IS'I'in
Manchester. Each ofour programDres has had an Lrndcrh'ing thcme. includin.q l-oc.rl
but not parochial; Local collections.local pridc: The graphic intage. Aspccts o1-popLrlar
culture: and Social inclusion. There have bcer-r scvcral joinl sessions with other
Groups o\.er the )'ezrrs. Many ol the LSG papcrs liom Umbrclla har.e becn published
inThe Incal Studies Librarian and h.['e thus reached a N'ider range of n]embers tltan
the relatively smarll nunlbcr who werc able lo attencl the sessions thcntselves. The
Group plans to continLLe its acti\,e involvclrent in Umbrclla 2003 an.l Untbrella
2005.
The LSG has also had acliYe in\'olvcrnenl. in the l-iblech evcnt held al Ilatliclcl. ln
l99O i1 hosted a $essiolr on intbnDation :rDcl data rctrie\'.il ibr local sl.Lrdies wlticih
ieatured Lhc Easl Yorkshirc Bibliogr.rph)' :rrd Scotloc. ln 1995 il helcl a seminar on
the Galeshcad l9OO and Drrrham Recorcl projccts and in 1996 it dealt witlt conllnut]ilv
inlormal ion on lhe internct.

Doy anc.i rueekenci schools
Our orvn rveekcncl schools haYe had a mL\ecl success. As with lhc maior conferenccs,
local stlldies st.1lf.rre oltcn at thc end o[ the ]inc when it is a qucstion of emplovcrs
llncling flleir training bv undenvriting their aLtencl?rnce. Schools riin in dillitrcnt
parts of the country in larious vears liom I978 to 1990. \\'ith gradualh' diminislring
irttendances. Thenres inclLrded publjshing. nerv technologr, education and me(lia.
The day schools, rvhich arc r]ormally organisecl bv br arnches arrcl, in rcgions likc lhe
South West Nhere there is no brallclr. bv other eroups such lrs l hc ISC. have nornrallv
been nrore successlul than thc residential corlrses and again papers ofLcn:rppcitr iil
LSL. as for exaInplc in thc case ol Lhe clav school on markcting organised llv the
Midlands and Arglia Branch on l9 Ma\' 1999 (l,SL i9: ll.

-A[,arr1.s
The LSC seeks 1o cncourage hiilh sLandarcls in local stuclics librariarnship and
participates in scl eral a\\rard schemes to rccognise good practice.
- The Dorothy Mcculla Award is the Grolrp s oNn a\\:ard ancl the \\'inner is llo\\'

often referrcd to as the local stuciies libraria n oI the ycar. I t wals iniiugu ra ted i n 1!)8 t
jn memory of thc [ounder of the LSG. Norrrinations are soLlght cac]'r vcar for a
member ol-thc Group $.ho hars macle an oLltst.rncling contribution to local stu(lics
rvork. The panel look in pitl ticlllar lor eood overall sen'ice prolision. inDolation and
promotional worl( and the winncr rcceiYes a cash a$'arcl ilnd a hand-\\,riLlen



celtilicate, TIle \\'inners havc come h'onl a Nicle r?rnge o[ librarics zrnd thcy havc
sho\!,n a \vi(ie range of inili.rtives anci services. Thc llrst rvinner \\.as Dian.r
\\rint(irbothaul oI Lancilshirc Libraics i1nd tl-ral in ollr.irlllilee vq?I \vas Marill'n
Iligs()n lrom'l'elibrd irncl \\rrekin. an authority \!hich dicl not e\'cn exist \vhen thc
A\\'ard \r!ls iniltr{uratcd.

- The Ala! Ball Awards encoLrriige local hjstory public:rtion lllr pllblic libraries and
locarl authorilies and are organisecl by the Lillran' Sen ices 'l'rust. Bernard Nttrse has
been lhc I-SC rcpresent.rtiYe on lhe pancl since lhis awar-cl was inaugllrate(l in 1985.
Originalll' t\vo a\\'ar'(ls \\.ere macle. oncr lbr tl]c author ancl thc other lbr book
pro(luclion: n(^r ull to lhrec.q('neral:[r'arcls are rrrirde to tlle plrblisl]e.s. irr'rd there
are olicn Conlmendations as \\'cll.

Nlcnlbers ol llre LSC ltiivc also won a serics o[ olher aNarcls in \\,hich thc C.oLtl] is
not a l)rime nro!er. A lc\\'e\.rnlples musl suffice: in 199O tlre National Prescnatioil
Olllce arncl tlle Rile]', Dunn ancl Wilsoir c.Jnsen'alion cornpetitior-l was $'on by Thear
Rarnclall and Parrline 'll-iompsor'r. In the same vear-the l-\/'f .C.Farries public relations
and publjcil)'aNard tvorr b)' Mike PettY oi Cambddgcshire. In 2O0O Plrblic Library
Enl reprcneur of the Ycar A\\,ard \vas \von b)' Mikc Spick lbr his interacti\.e CI) entitled
The Sire ffielcl Tinre Miichine. There is also a crop of MBES ard similar honoLlrs won
b}'LSG melrrl.rcrs such as Dianii Winterbotham and Mike Petty ancl scveral nlembers
ol ll-rc Grorrp Ncre awardecl Ccnlenary Meclals in 1998-

Rel(lliorls r!illl the lledi.r
The LSG llas loDg recoenisecl llrc import|nl rolc thilt the nreclia car'r plaY in eclLlciitin.q
aborrt local studies and has cncouragcd participation in a range of ini{ialivcs. In
1981 [ollowing the (1.:]na.la 'l\r 'Pictu.es ol thc p!!sl projecl. the rcsulting
pliotographs \\'c.e clislributecl by LSG. Perhaps the firsl mdor selics on locirl history
Nrs the BfJCs 'llistolf on \'orrr doorslep in l!]32. and the LSC arrangcd lbr a
speaker on tlrc progranrme a[ the LA Conlercnce in l98l (l-SL 3:2). During the 1986
Donrcsclay 900 celebralions. wlrich produced the innovLltivc laserdisc - a sa(l cxamplc
ofthc jnperll)anencc ol digltal meclia the LSG or-garjsecl a number ol liilkecl rneetings
(LSl, 5: I ). Sinrilar encouragcmeni has been given to the BBCs Histol-\/ 2OOO initiative
!rn(l lhe work ol the History Channcl.

/nlc'rn.rtionai lin/is
The actile pro-e,ranrmc of intcrnational links shoNs the importancc ol being local
bul rroi par-ochial ancl lhe exchirnge ol ideas hils cerLainly been a hvo-way tralllc.
Thc: progr:rnrnre began in the iirte 1980s lvhen corresponclencc \vith Spain in 19Bg
resul(ecl in Spanish pnrticipation in Unlbrella in I991. -Also in 1989. follo\ving thc
Hampshire-NormanclJ, .rccord. Alain Cirarcl ol'Caen Municipal Library spoke to
Lonclon & Ilolne Counlies Brairch on locirl stuclies in Francc {l,SI- 12:2). In 1993 a
fornriil inLcrnational polic)'Nas dra\\'n Lrp (LSL l2:2): in the saDle vear the Grolrp
sLrpported Andrei tr4.rsevitch. .r Yisitir-rg librarian from St Petersburg. ancl Erzs€bct
Caircs ir-om O]'or. ilungitry. spoke at UnTbrellir in Mancllcster. In fact Hungary l-ras

lcd the interniltion.ll progran!nc olthe Group, partlv bccause of Lhe great entl'tLlsi:rsnl
in thlr1 country'. In t994 Elizal)eth Mclrose spoke at the 26th conlcrcnce olHungarian
Librarians in Kormcnd (LSL l:l:2). The lblloNing ycar lar Ma-\ted spoke at the 2nd
IllLngarian LSG conicrence in Sopron (l-SL l.f:2) and in 1996 PcDnv \\rarcl siloke at



the 3rd Conference in Tata {LSl- l5:2). Others rvho hal'e benellted from Hungarian
hospitality. which norrnally includes a stud]. tour ol libraJies in Hungary. are Diana
Dixon \\'ho spokc at sth Conlerencc at Kiskunhalas in 1998 (LSt, l7i2l ancl X,tich
Scott who spoke at the 7 th Conlcrence at Sekesfahen'ar in 2000 {LSL t9:2). 'nre
Succcss of these jnjliati\-es arc largeil' clue lo lhc personal enthusiasm ol-lllirallcth
Melrose, rvho lnitintains cxtensive corltacts \tith several counLries, includiI]g Rontania
ILSL 14:2) and Lah,ia. In 1996 she attencled a LaLvian conference ol local stLlc]ies
librarriims (LSL I5:21.

l,Yebs e
This is one of the rnosL leccnt initiatives o I the LSG. D Lr ri ng 2OO I Linda Oreen $,oocl.
the LSG representativc ftom Northern Ireland lvorked rvith a designer io produce a
rvebsite for the Group. The result, aftcr mLrch badgering to obtain the desired desi.qn,
contains information on Lhc cllrrent conrnittee. cvents, publications and othfr
mallcrs. It 1vill iilcr easingly provide an imporlant channei through rvhich the rvork
of the Group can rcach members and the wicler world.

Conclusion

Any organisation is made up ofits mcmbers and it js a vcry positive refleclion on the
enthusiasm and activity across the country that a largc part of lhe LSGS role has
not onlv been Lo iniliate but irlso to publicise. encourage altd codilV rvork being
undertaken by others. O\.er the past quarter centurv in lact the rest ol the world l-ras
been progressiYely rvaking up to wh.rt local stLldies slatlha\.e been cloing. loo cluie !'
perhaps. since well bclbre the group was cstalllished. Wc har.e ahvays knorvn that tve
were acting in the rolc of the British Librarv for the area wc sen'ed - now the concept
of the distributed national collection has emerged, lvith local studies librarjans kev
players. We have a)rvays been ar'"'are oI the importance of local and lamily history in
lnolivaling individuals oIall ages and backgrounds to underlake personallv relevant
research norv the concept of life long learning is tvith us. In our collections u,.e

havc ahvays sought, with val.,'ing degrees of success, to reliecl all aspects ol lhe
community we sene - now the concepts of social inclusjon and culturitl diversitv
have been articulated- From being an isolated and marginaliscd part of ihe librarT
scnice. often seen as dustv and elitist. the LSG has helped local studies to entergc
as onc of the key elerrenLs in info.marion prodsion and a leading libra.v player in
thc heritage team of Lhc rluseLrns. ar chives and librLlries sector. A key lirnction oI
thc LSG in the coming )'ears will be to sec that local studies staff ar e supportecl in
maintainiilg this central roie.

Ian ]\,[@iLed is Chair :Lc.rl o.f LSG and Local Stuciies tibrariai, De\on Libr.lries



PEAXLAND HERITAGE

I?! l Jr alor.lorl

\\rc all ha|e dreams oI \\'hatt $'e coulcl clo Lo nake otri resolrrces ntore acccssil)le.
morc child-lriendlr'....if onll-\\'e had tlle statT ancl thc money- ln 2002 one of trry
dr:eams caDrc Lrtler here's horv.

who, What, when?

Peirklancl Heritage is a $'cb baseci le:irning rcsource locusing on the history oI lhe
Pe|ili Districl, belore the creation- jn 1!151. ol the National Park. lt was created bJr

IJe r l)\.shire CounL,"- CoLrncil s Libraries & Herjlage Department in parlnersl-lip rvith
thc l)rak l)istrict Nalional Park ALrthoritY and lrrt-rded by tire British Librar]'
Cooper.rtion and Partiiership Prograrllme plus Resourcc. The projecl \.\,as pLlt togcther
and cleli! erec1 aL tlreilkneck speed Lo lit in with the Funcler's tinescale- Planning
l)egan in Deccmber 20OO and thc proposal rvas submitted for 9 Janlrarf 2OOI: it
receivecl appro\:al in M:ry arld \1as completed for launch on 20 March 2002. Nelv
materi.Ll continries to be Llclded claih'.

why the Peak Distiict?

The Peah District Natior-r:rl Park is thc oldest National Pitrk in England. and celebratecl
jts l)O1h anni\,c-rs.rn in 2001. One third ol Ifrjtajn's poplllation li\,cs wilhirr:ln holrr
ol its bounclaJics blrt lirr i1s residcnls Lhere ilre lilv l.rcal facilities in Lllt scatterecl
\-illa.qes and halnlcts. Sen ed main1,"- by mobile libraries it is cliflicult to deliver qlrality
Loc,rl StLldies senices in the tradilional wavs: il-rere is a need, Lherclore. Ior local
people to havc remole:lccess to hcritage naterials.
over 22 rnillion \.isjiors ir vear make i1 the seconcl most f isitcd national park in the
\vorlcl. School ancl stuclent grollps fior-I] itll o\.er the cotlntry \'isit ilnd use the arca
lor edLlcatioD.rl project rvork. They too have a need lor renoLe access to l-ristorical
inibrmation on the ar ea-

Aims of Peaklaid Heritage

.'1'o 1ell the ston.ol the Peak in a manner:tccessible to older school children ilnd
li1c-long learners.
. To proYide remotc acccss to selected prinary sollrce mal.erial al-id promotc aNar eness
of llLrther resources helcl in the partners' libriuics. .lrchives ar-lcl museums.
. To encourage contributions frortt other information Providers: indepenclenl
nuselrnls. local hislorical societics .rnd a nLrnlber of private inclivicluals ha\re all
conlriblltecl material to lhe site.

How does it work?
There ar-e three aspccls to the learning resource:

. An easil,!- na\.igable, topic bascd historl' of the aJea. This incllrdes extracts from
prirnilrv sourccs aDd reminisccnces ol local people. linkccl by ne\\' lvriting
cornnrissionecl lor Lhe project.
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. -A strong \,isual eiement lvith .li!itise.i jmages displaved in ealjej:ies .lncl Lls.-cl 1o
illustrate the lcxt. These inciucle e.rrh enqr if ings lainr rA\. lrhotographs olcl ancl
ncr,. pllls mocicrn arLNor k.
. A Peah l)jslrict bjbliographv. seiirc]raltle by arrttror. title ancl ke\,\\'orcl. bilsed on
Lhe slqtk olthe l-oc.l Stltclies Lillran.. Co'ltt\, Ha1l Nl. ock plus rarc iLenrs lrelcl al
the U.ilish Librarrv. It is .egularh' updaLed to inclLr{:le relcvant ne\\.mateaill.

How was it financed?

We receivecl :l grant ol 535.9OO lrolr the British I_ibrary Coopcration ancl partnership
Pr ogramme. inclLlciine assisi.ulce h-om Resour ce. This paid 1or j
. r\ Researcher to iderltilv mate.j.rl suitable lor digitisatiorr_
. A Writer lo create the modern text. ln lact lhis becante hvo short-terln appoint]nenLs
tleatled :rs lliit lee consultitncics.
. A \\rcb site dcsigner to crc.tte and manaoe the tvebsiLe. Thjs was put out to tender
ancl the contract \r'its:rlrarcled to Northcliffe Electronic publishing.
. PhotographY and sc.rnning oI images bv BL Iteprographics, local photographcrs
and scanning se11iccs.
. A Web Scn.er. BY agreement. lhis lunding w.ls used tLr finance a b vear hosling
contract instead.

Matching ftln.ling lr om the pllr tners provided:
. Oflice lircilities ancl cqlripnlent including a ne$. laptop computer.
. Staff tilnc for 1e\t processjng ancl p.ojcct nt:ln.1gement.

How was it achieved?

. A committee represcnting all the partners, thc researcher, rvriLcr and web site
clcsigner mct rhree iirnes to brainsiorm the projecl. There.lltcr projecl coordin.rtion
\vars clele.{alecl to the l-ocal Stuclies Developmenl l_ibrarian ixtd contact between lhe
Leam was rraintained tlt email.
. A locus grorrp of teachers. :tn eclucation achdsor, plus parents and children \ras
consulted at kev points throughout the project.
. Derbvshire Lib.arics Local Stuclies and Word processing teams gave the project
prioritv in lhe ke)' pcriocl of December 2OO1 to March 2002.
. Norlhcli[[e E]ectronic PLrblishing took responsibilitx Ibr uploading contenL to the
site. prior to the launch. Text \\ras sLrbmitted bv emi.til anci the ima[es oD CDs..I.his
lieed librar./ stalf for content creittion ancl editorial work.

Keys to success.

'l'he people
E\,eryone in\-o1ve.l believccl in the project and gar.c it their:111.
The projcct clentanclecl it \.vholche.iripd Leanr (.[iort i)n lhe plLrl of a]l Dcrbvshire
Librarics and Hcritage stall invoh'ed. N,lost ol Lhe rvork fell on the County Fldli Loc.rl
Sludies and \\roral Proccssing teams and required nrajor a.liustncnts to normill
urorkinq patterns. For the I-ocal Studics Tean it clominatecl acti\ritics lor aroulld
eight nonths ilnd the aiter crllccts ol slLch a single rrinded c.rmpaign arc still $,i t
Lrs in the forrn o[ nrany backlogs of ordinal y* tasks thaL are slo$41, beine pulled back

rtv line.
It



\Ve were cxceptionallv luclq'in the peoplc rve appointcd ils \\rriter ilnd Rescarcl-rer'
Thcy both worked far in exccss of lheir contracls because they jdentifjcd so slrorlgll.
\\'ith the :iilns of 1l-rc project. In lact tllc)' are continLtiltg to lcecl in neN nlalerial
liom limc to time .

Noflhcliife Elcctronic l']Lrblishing look grcirt pajns to get thc (lesign riglrt and \villingly
cornmitted all the stafl'tinlc needcd to lo:rd up the site ancl deli\'er on tinlc. Equall)'
irnportant to a Project llanagcr \vith no preYiotts exp€rience oI ptltting togctller a
\\,el)sitc. the-v \\"ere kincl Lxrd sllpportive. l)irtienL r,ith en.lless questior'rs ancl generalll-
a pleasurc to work willt.

Fincling reliable. locall)' based photogr.rphcrs/scanners \\I.to coLrld deliver botl.r
quantitv .rnd qualilv ancl guarantee care ibr irreplilceable illems \'vas a nlajor concern.
Fortunateh'. thc people \ve e\.crltuallv chosc perlorrned r,elJ well on all lhese fi-onts.

PronbLion
Good usc ol publicil-y through prcss relcases and local tadio ilrollscd intercst and
brought ollers ofhelp lrom the wider community. I lovecl thc heaclline: weaving a
m.rgic wcb of history. From rvhere I slood, trying to make it all comc logether. thc
eflccl u'as morc like sone dc\,ilish Fai! lsle knitling, tryir.tg to drrlw all the clillerent
b;rlls ol rvool into a pattern I could no1 I'ct quitc visualize.

Acln1irislr(1liorl
'l-lrc reporting anci a(lministrlrtion Process rcquirccl b)' British I-jllr.rry u'as
straightfonvard ancl gcared to lrelping Lls conrpltte thc Project otl tinte. Ali qtreries
rd.lting to the grant rcceivecl clear and spccdy responscs that cnirbled Lls to proqress
lviLhout dclay.

OutcoInes.

Pcakllrnd Herilage hals revohrlionised thc delivcry oI Locili Strrclies resoltrces inlo
Dcrbl.shirc Libraries alird oLlt into the widcr world.
'fhc site is exception.Ill), easv to navigate - it Nas Highl)' Commended in this l'ear's
National Media Award for best designecl wcb site and nomit'tatcd Ior thc Interniltional
Vislrlll Communications Association Biz-net Alviuds. It is also very easy to anend
and rrpcliltc. as most ir.lteratior'rs:1nd adclitions can be nlacle by l,ocal Studies staff.
Fl.rch month we receilc inlbrmatile statistics on use to assist ancl inlorlll [uture
dcvelopnents. By the end ol our first ycar almost 150.000 pages have been r-icrvecl

irnd business is stcadil-v improving: April 2003 brought our besl month ),et witl.l
5.300 separate Yisits to the site.
We hale had a lot ol'positi\'e fecdback liorn users locall]' and rvorldNicle ancl lrequent
ollers oi ncw matclial fronr individttals and organisaliotls. wc havc ?rlso hacl
corrections and coInplaints. ln flrct, altltough inilialll' distlressing. 1l']cse havQ turned
ollt to be. \vithout exception. \'en' positile expeiences that have led to ne\\'inlbrllliltion
being olTered to enrich the silc.
For me. as Project Mluager it has been an anazing exPerience. I still fecl Ihavc
sonlchow had a year surgically extractcd lrom Inv life - but I havc gainecl so much:

12



new skills. new visions for Local Studies service delivery combined with a ..back to
basics" renewal of contact with the core source materials.

L€ssons L€a-rned.

Focus.
The geographical area, time and subject range was very broad. It was hard to do
justice to the wealth of information. A narrower focus ryith more depth would have
made it easier to serve a varied community of learners from primary school to post
graduate.

Tinrescale.
Unforeseeable changes in the Local Authorit], committee siructure led to delays in
advertising posts and putting out the tender. Future projects should plan to make
maximum use of ar}y enforced waiting time. We used the time to select books to go
on the bibliographic database. With hindsight, it would have been befier to select
and prepare input documents for images so that scanning of images could have
begun much earlier.

Loading and organizing the content of a web site, making hyperlinks anci so on is
very time consuming. When stating numbers of items to be digitised in the protect
proposal we were over-optimistic through ignorance ofthe real time issues involved.
A realistic timescale would have launched a taster site in March followed b), a period
of evaluation. lvith completjon scheduied for Autumn 2OO2

,\{ouing the Goalposts
We decided it \.vould be better to outsource $,eb site maintenance through a hosting
contract rather than to buy a server that lvould need to be maintained bv a hard
pressed Local Authority lT Department.

Short term posts {30 to 40 days on this projectl take too long to lill using the
tradilional methods of appointment. Consultancy. or secondment plus use of relief
stafling rvill get people into posts more quickly.

The British Library readily agreed to these va.iations from the original proposal.

l[ant to know more?

Visit the site at i\.awv.peaklandheritage.org. uk
Vtslt n'11,av.b1.uk/concord for the interin and final reports on the project.
Contact: if you rvould like more infornation about peakland Heritage contact the
author, Ruth Gorclon. Local Studies Development Librarian, Derbyshire Libraries &
Fleritage Departrnent at ruth.gordon@derbyshire.gor,.uk or telephone 01629 5BOOOO
extension 6580.

Rutll Gordon is Incal SLuclies DeDelopnalt OIJicer, DerbLtshLre LlbrarLes



LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARY SERVICES IN NORTHERN IRELAND

YDontTe Hirst

Northern Ireland differs from the rest of the UK in that only llve library services

cover the whole ol the Province, there being five Education and Library Boards' each

covering a geographical area. These were set up in 1973 as part of a general

reorganisation of local govemment and were run by the Department of Education
for Northern lreland. The Board areas &-ere: the western, North Eastern. Belfast,
South and South-Eastem regions. Whilst the Belfast Education and Libra-ry Board
(BELB) has ar urbar based clientele in the main, the other four Boards cater for a
mixture of urban and rural needs. In 1999, with the advent of d€volved government,
public libraries became the responsibility of the Department ofCulttrre arld Leisure
and the ensuing years have witnessed a time of change and challenge for all library
services. There is a Library and Information Services Council for Northern Ireland
and this has a tocal History Panel.

Board local studles serrdces

Each of the five Education and Library Board's Library Services maintains a Local

Studies Service but, due to a combination of varying historical circumstances and
geographic and demograPhic developments, the Local Studies policies' purchasing

remits, range of resources a]ld staffing levels are not uniform across the region.

CoUections
All five Services maintain and develop a core collection ofpublications and resources
reflecting the interests, n€eds arld history of the immediate locality. These core

collections are augmented to a greater or lesser degree by material ofa general Irish/
Northern lrish nature. These and other differences listed below are reflected in the
variety of titles given to the lrcal Studies Departments and staff members.

Access to tte collections
Public acc€ss to the lrcal Studies Collections varies from open access' six days per
week including evening opening to restricted/appointment only access. lrcal Studies
Collections are, by and large, for consultation only but all Services try to facilitate
research by s€arching for arrd recalling lending copies when available.

Seruices to L,,co.l Libraries
Each Local Studies Sereice provides specialist advice and resources to its local libraries
and other library stafi ltems are supplied in response to subject queries and requests
for specific titles. Displav material to celebrate local and national eJents in the
form of, for example, topic packs and photocopies taken from local newspapers will
be accumulat€d and presented to support events in the branch library. Some Senrices

offer training arvareness sessions and workshops for interested staffmembers. Small
collections of books arld resources relevant to the immediate locality of the library
are purchased by the Local Studies Librarian and are held as reference items to
ensure the visitor to that library will always find some information on the history,
development and culture of the area readily available.
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Speci.rl Collections
The five services all hold a range of special collections. In general this material rvill
be for consultation only and will remain in the Local Studies Department. As a
result of a co-operative project led bv Queen s Universilv Bellast, the Local Studies
Sen ices have provided information that has been entered on a new on-line clatabase.
Research and Special Collections Available Locally (Northern lrelandl. .RASCAL'.
(www.rascal.ac.uk). This database r.vas launched in the Sumner of 2OO2 and has
already proved a useful tool for the academic researcher ald locat historian alike:
someone visiting the town of Ballymoney in County Antrim or undertaking a proiect
on the history of tie area. for example, will be able to key in the name of the toivn
and a list ofspecial collections along with detailed descriptions and links to relevant
sites will appea-r on screen.

Indexinq
Indexing of local newspapers and journals is carried out across the five Services
the NEELB, for example indexes some seventeen weekly newspapers. Some indexing
is keyed in direcUy onto a database and it is hoped that developments in the Electronic
Project for Libraries (Northern lreland) will facilitate a gro.wth in on line indexing.
Guidelines for indexing were produced by members of the Library and Information
Services Council(Nl) Local History Panel in 1997. Catalogues and indexes listing
holdings of local interest have been published by some of the Local Studies Services
- BELB'S 'Special Collections" and the SEELB'S 'The Spirit of the North is High,'
are two examples.

Seruices to theJamiLu historiqn
Cenealogical queries pose particular challenges for the Local Studies Librarian in
Northern Ireland {other than the perennial ones of demands on staff time!1. A
combination of factors means that rve may not match the high expectations some of
our clients may have. Many of the important p.imary records were destroyed during
the civil rvars in Ireland in the early years of the Twentieth Century and remaining
records are held in the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland and in the National
Archive. Dublin. Local Studies Services hold copies of Some of the remaining
resources. Having said this, all five Services aim to be as helpful as possible by
assisting readers to search such records as the Griffith's Valuation (a Nineteenth
Century listing of households compiled for the purposes of taxation). old maps. the
1901 Census and the Ulster American Folk Park's Emigration Database. Ctients
will be offered general advice on family research and referred on to other agencies
&'hen this is appropriate. When all else fails, staff take pride in providing a wealth
of information aimed at providing "a sense of place". The small land division, the
"townland", is the key to almost all family research in Ireland and, if this area can
be identified, then we should be able to provide maps, photographs, histories, Local
Study packs, listings from Criffith's Valuation of 1862, the 1901 Census and relevant
directories. Armed with these details, our client may be able to visit the area and,
perhaps, locate the exact plot of land owned or rented by his ancestor we can
provide that sense ofplace". The Local Studies Services boast that such a breadth
of information cannot be found in any other single location or service.
At a recent seminar run in September 2O02 by the Librarjr and Information Services
Council (NI) Local History Panel on the subject of library services to the famill.
historian, the above problems and strengths rvere discussed and it tvas recognised
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that there rvas a need for Northern Ireland to establish a central agency to direct
and advise the visiting genealogist - see below

IncdL Societles cnd qroups
Local Studies services in Northern Ireland have a history of encouraging and working
with l,ocai Historical Oroups and Family History Societies. Help to further research
is offered, talks and workshops are given and finarcial support for publications is

availabie. In Northern Ireland, in particular, where published records artd information
may be minimai, we have often to rely on local knowledge so, by establishing good

woiking relationships ivith these groups, we work to the benefit of ourselves, th€
groups arld our clients. The umbrella organisauon for local studies groups in Northem
ir"land. the Federation for Ulster lrcal Studies, is represented on the LISC(NI) t'ocal
History Panel and Local Studies library staff are in contact with the organisation on
a regular basis for help and advice.

The LISC(NI) Local Etstory Panel

Local Studies Librarians from each of the Boards sit on the LISCINII Local History
Panel (www.liscni.co.uk). This group meets four times a year and has a broad
membership base. As well as Local Study Departments, museums' university libraries,
the Public hecord officer. t].e Federation for Ulster tocal Studies, the Linen Hall
Library and Covernment Libraries are represented. The Panel furthers co-operation
along iormai and informal lines between these agencies: knowledge is pooled, advice

sought, complaints aired and, hopefully, horizons broadened! One of the Local

Stuaies Librarians sitting on this Panel atLends the CILIP Local Studies Group as a

co-opted member (current representative: Yvonne Hirst, Local Studies Deveiopment
oflicer for the NEELB).
Examples oI some of the co operative projects undertaken by the Panel are:

Publications
. Northern lreland Newspapers 1737 - 1987' - a forerunner to lhe 1992

edition o[ NewsPlan: Ireland"
. Guideiines for Indexing Ne\.vspapers" - 1997
.. A Directory of Directories - ongoing.

Special euents
. Local History week (held every other yearl - the LISC Local History

Panel plans themes, co-ordinates Province-wide publicity, runs a
semin.rr open to professional and interested groups.

. Runs an annual seminar on topics such as oral history and sen'ices to
the genealogist.

SuDpart for the del)elopment of ]neLD Droiects ond resources
. Centre for Migration Studies Emigration Database - on line access to

the database is provided via the live Local Studies Departments as well
as the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum in Counylyrone'

. NIPR (Northern Ireland Ptrblications Resource) Local Studies Sen'ices
pro\.ide information regarding new. locally published material to be

added to the on-iine database {\l,'rvw.nibooks.org).
'16



IaASCAL (Research and Spcciill Colleclior-rs A\.:lilallle Localh.) Loc:rl
Stu.lies Ser\,ices h.l\'e sLrppliccl .letailecl clescriptions of llleir spccial
.rolleciions ior .rclcling to l lt js on lirle dilLallase (,,,.'urv.r asca1.ac. rr1tl.
Nervsplan Iirncling lrorn ihc Brjtjsll Librirn. lbr Lhe presen,ation o1
inrportirnt nc\vspapeas nclL cLlrrerlLly i1\'ailatbLc on nticrolllln has lrecn
macle a\.arilallle and l-oca1 StLr(lics Lillririalns hil|e i.lentilled such iLcnts
and irrc lacilitaling l\rork on this nlalerjirl.

lVbri(s hoDs / \ris ii.s
Stall arvarencss sessioils aL sLlcll \-cnLles:Ls Lhc SktrtnonL Libratr,. ITRONI a cl
the Liilen Hall Libr a4' are enq)ur.1gecl :I Lcl promoLed llv tl-re pitncl.

Displ.lLl.s

Major clisplavs sLlcit i.ts lile Act ol Ljnion DicenLcnirr-v ancl Ulster placcnantes-
are Iircilitatecl br. P:rne1 r11enbcrs.

Future developments

The nrajor challenge ancl change :il1 Libr.lrv Scn.i.es jn Nor thern Irclan.l lilcc is ihe
realisation oI the Electronic Libr.rries ibr Northern Ircland {t _lNI) projeci. a pLrblic
Finance Initiati\.e wltich will roll out tl-re pcople s Network jn Norlhern hel:rncl. rlne
of the most imilor tant rcsLrlts ol this pro-lecl $'ill be lhe introduction of a sjngle. on-
line catalogue for all five librilrt- ser|jces whj.lt \\,i11 be ir\-ailallle ll-troltoh a ne\\,
Norihcrn lreliud I-ibraries Portal \\rebsitc (\\,\!$..ni libraries.nctl. 'I'lre pro|isior) ol
this new catalogue poses p2lr licular problcms lbr thc Local StLrdies Sen.iccs as li\.c
dilTer enL classillc:rtion sYsterns ranging lront the hjghlv specialiseci sr\-stcm Lrsed in
the NI.IELR to sYstelns Lrsin{ str:light De$'e\r a.e in Lrse cur rcntlv. SlalT concerrrs
aboLrl the possilliljt\- of the ne\\' sl's ledt h.r\.inq clet I i ntln |Jl etl-r Ls on the lcvcl of ou r
sen'ices to rcaclers are bcing aaldrcsseci tltr ough vltr ious working parties.

The Nor thcrn Ireland Lillraries lrortal \\rebsite. lyltich is still uncicr de\.elopntent. \!ilL
pro\.ide links to tl-te incliviclual Boarcl \\.eltsites irD(l pitges:uc bejng sct aside lor
inforn.rLion about spcciitl collcctiorls. projects and the presentatioD of cligilisccl
resourccs. The logistics artcl mcthoclologv of itclding infor maLion .uld rcsoLrrces to
this portal site irr e sLil1 beirrg {,orke.l orrl llLLt Local Srudies Librarians ha'e illr eai:lY
becn :rsked to edit existin{ lisLs of lavoLrriie wcllsites lbr incllrsiult onto urc :ile.
Ancy. the pr iYiltc compitnY sLlpplving the ie\\' sen'ices. hits t\\.o Vcars To nake il
business casc for running ger-tealogic:tl rescarclt as a ch:rrged senrjce. SLtch il
clevelopncnt rvolrlcl. of coLrrse. have iinplicatior-rs lor the rolc of Loc:ll st'clies sr.II
and our reaclers pcrception oI the Sen'ice.

At a reccnL LISC(NIl Local I Iistolf' Panel Seninar, thc speaher,. Brjan \/tiLchell ol- thc
Derry Centre ol lrish CeneiLio,ql', le(l :r cliscllssion aboul the problems lirced ltv
libraJians wltcn trying lo hclp clients. Mr N,litchell spoke about p1.rns Lr l<c,1 Lri
gove.nncnt to develop a one-sLop sltop ilimecl at ach,isjng lhe lhnrilrr rese:trcllcr
regarding lvltat rcsources al'c availaljlc anal \vlterc to {o to access thcn1.
In recoQnition of governnent policics ainted at sociitl inclusi\:ih.. Local SlLlclies
Lthr_rn.'n-rr, t.lkini lror',o' r't rlr, ne, -,-i \ lo. lot e\-rmlrle l,rtrch..,. lrj ,li. ||^ -
in the lristr l.rnguage and material ctialrlinins the Ulstcr/Scots mo\re[lenL.



conclusion

r\s js ille case lor all thosc jn\rch'c(l ilr prrlllic sen'iccs. sLaII\vor hil]g in Local Stuclies
Ilcparlrlrenls are thcecl with.r Lirrc ol clrarlge an.l chi1llL-ngc: ihe rlalure oIiolls is
alLcrjng. rrisp.rrsillililies ire shifting. tlrc c\pec1irl.ions oI.rLrr clicnLs ilte higher ancl

lhe LuliclLlcr rlirtLuc ol rnalrr\, ol_ollr resoLlrccs is ca]lecl jrtlo (lLlestion b!_ lhc gto\\'iilg
il\.ailirbilit\- of informillion \:i;l e]ectronic nlcc1ia. Thc lilJraries aitcl Local StLrcl!'
Dcparllllcrrts in Norihern Irelancl havc a pri:)Lrd 1r:t.lition of maint.lining the rleutrill
l)cr sona o[ oLlr si]lf iccs: alll cLlltur es ancl heritagcs arc reco-Qllisecl i.rs havillg YaiicliL-Y

ancl imllorialllce lor the coirmLlniLics \\,e serre. Local Stuciics librarjais reco.qnise
lhe vilal llar I \\,c hm'e to p1iLl- in the conscn'.ltioJr and presentaliotl o[ Lhc resotlr ce:j
Lhat exitrlrine oLir commLlniliLrs Lraclilions ancl arc rcach- Lo rrlililltaitl. clelcncl ancl
clc\.c1op oLrr services lo rreet re challcn-ges.

)ironrre -l1ir-st rs Loca I .Sl lr.1i.'-s De r)eloprlr€rr rl a)IILccL Nor t/ l E(r-slerrr E.ltlcalion and Libt arll
IJaerd. t\s th.' LISCrN/] ircdl I lisiarq Panel r.tpres.nl.rlilr.' lo I"SG. she c.ri be corlladed
a1t l'Lrorlne-hr-st@ni libraaie s. ne l

FROM OUR SIJBGROUPS

LOCSCOT. our Scottish sub-group. reports ih.rt Locscot Nlagazine has r e-eslablisllecl
ilselI with t\.o rccent issues Lrncler thc cditorship of Anrl Nix o[ Edirrburgh City
I-illraries ilr-icl S)'11i1 CaYanagh ofwesl Lothial Libr:r.ries. Also r eportecl are t1vo mcctings
producing excellent cliscLlssions. though wiih nio.ierate atLcnd.lnce: these were the
AG\4 in March:rn(l a joint nreeling \vith tlre Cat:llogtling and h-lclexjng Grollp in
S.ro1l:rncl. Local Hjstorl'week \\':rs wiclelv sttpllortcd: the lhente this ]'c.rt \\'as I-ibr rr v
Ilistor_].. .rs pirL ol the celcbrations ol l50 ]'ears of Scottish libran' legislalion. Thc
Lhcne fo. l he 2004 Local Historv \Vcck - Graveu-alcls has all eaci-v been choscn. ancl
LOCSCOT rvill Il.rld L1 di1\' school ol1 the srrbject irt the aLrtllmn 1o gel thirlgs going.

NorLheflT IreIen..I is also looking ibm'arcl to their ne\t country-\\'ide locill histor-v
c\rcnt. lhis tinle in 2005. ,\ \vorking Group oI thc i-lSCi(\ll Local IIislo[-Piitrel has
lleen sct up. and il is en\:isagccl lhirt there lvill be acliviliils eilch nionth lvith thc
general Lhcnle ol celebr.LtiDg local hislor,, stluting ancl cnding 1l-re Yeiu lvith two
nlaior ]lilnner cvcnls. The idei is to takc prcssure off local sltlLii.rs stillf in oile
parliculilr \\reek, ancl to sprcacL prornotion of local studies to the gcncral public
Lhrorrgholrl ihe vear. Thc l-oca1 Hislol'\ Partel alltLrmn scninar this Ycar lvill 1)e on
'Copyright ancl local stuclies .esources itnd \vill be helcl irl Bcllast itl the Linen llall
Librilr v on September 21s1.

'l'lre ,lIidlan.1s .ln.1 ,4nglic1 sub-._(roLrp has jllblished its seconcl nc\vsietter. conLaining
a rangc oi shorr ariicles. A visit to the 13rirish GeologicalL Sociell' i.lt Ke\-ltorth h.rd .1

-goocl 
aLtcndiucc ilnd ]lreirbers \l'erc ablc to see sonre oI thc archives. The group has

clecicl{rd nol to holcl any Inorc hall claJ.seminars for Lhc preseirt. as thcrc a1le pr oblens
\\,itlr arrganisation ancl atlerldance hits bccn uoder ate. llowevcr. Lhe popul|lr annLlal
Day School will be helc1. rvith Lhcme of New clircctions jr.r fanrily hisLory': Ulis wjll be
l-reld on Octollcr I st elt Nottinghanr Centr.rl Lilt.ilr'\'. ilncl the su]l-gr oLrp s AGM $'i11

lakc pl:rce drrring the clar'. Thc strb-group is looking lor more |olLlntcers liorll the
\Vesl Micllands Lo scn.e on Ihe comnittcc. as thirt pilrt of the region remains LLncler

repr escrtccl-

ThLr Norl/r ll/est sLlb grorip co]rtinues to floLrrish. \\'ith :1 \:enr good aitenclilnce at
their Sprin,e llay School. Pl:Lnning is goiltg lbrwarcl for meelilr.gs later in Lhe Ycar-
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ANNUAL REPORT 2OO2

The Local Stuclies Group celebratecl its Sih'cl Jubilcc with a celebraton'
meeting on Novenbcr 4th. 2002. Ian Ma-rtecl orrtlincd tltc historv 0f the gIoLrlt,
Diana Dixon talkecl about local stuclics literatrrre o\.cr the 1'cilrs. ancl Don
Martin discLrssed the guidclines for local studies. We r\.ere delightcd to rvek orrre
trvo founder rnembcrs of the Group to thc meeting.

In Februarv. the k)nc a\laitcd Ircal stuclics librancs: guidelines Jbr loccll
studies hbraries were published by Lil)rary Association Publishing arnrl tlre
editor was ablc to present thcnr to thc IFLA Stancling ComInittee on Geneillo$/
and Local History in Glasgorv. We.rlso promotcd them on orrr stanci in thc
IFI-A exhibition and they attractcd cor.rsiderablc interest.

As usual our regional sections have bccn highlv actil'e organising llleetings.
For instance. Midland and Anglia hclcl a r.en'successfiil necting on Social
Inclusion' at Alfreton in Scptembcr and one on 'Preservation in MaJ, in
Norwich; Lonclon and Home Counties participated in the 'London Mazc' in
March. North West organised a visit to Fuhvood Barracks antl Reginrental
Museum in Preston in April. Walles organised a visit to Rhonclda Heritage
Park, and Scotlancl participilted in Local Llistory Week and also rarn a clal.
school on Copyright in Octobcr. Thc Scottish sub-group (LOCSCOT) also
published a Guide to Scottish photogr-cqrhic collecfions i.rl public librcrrie-s irr
Scollonc.i and brougllt out a new issue of .I-OCSCOT

We n'ere delighted to award the Mccull:r prizc to M:rrilvn Llieson of Tclforcl lbr
her innovatir,e u'ork ilt Madclev ancl l'e also congrittulatc Diana Di-\olt orr
being arvarded an LA Ccrtificar.tc of Mcr-it.

In keeping rvith our aim of encorrraging the dlscussion of, and prornoling
interest in. all matters relating to local stuclies, we have organised lllccliD.qs
throughout the countrv on topicai and relevant sllbjccts and \ve ltavc
communicated $.ith membel.S through thc pages ol ?]re LDcaLStlrclics LibrcLicuT.
which appearcd twicc. We arc planninq full p:lrticipation in Umbrclla 2003
and are preparing a list o[ local stlrdics contacts.

Diana DLYorl
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TREASURERS REPORT

Thc zrccompanying Accounts co\,cr the first nine rnonths of LSG as part of
CILII). from April 1st 2002 to thc end of the vear. Future Accounts u'ill bc on
irn anrrlral calcDdar basis, as requirecl by CILIP.

\\re have (luite a substantial deficit, totalll. c1pg61..1, rvhich merely reflects
the cxtra rvork [-SG has done for our part of the pr ol'ession in general and for
our lnembers in particular.

Ir thc period of these Accounts tlvo thirds only of our annual capitation is
sho\\'n. the other third having becn included in thc figurcs to 3tst March
2002. Extraordinarv expenditure has been for our successful 25th
Anni\.ersary E\.ent in London in Nor.embcr and our representation at IFI-A
in GIasgo$' during August.

All thc Crcditors shown in the IJalance Sheet har,e been paid and most of
the money owed by Debtors has been received.

In thc Trcasurer's \riew. our current tlnancial position is very satisfactory
and the Group can look for$'ard rvith confidcnce to the futurc.

Thc AccuInulated Resen'es at the end of2O02 ofour sub-groups are as follows
irnd are categorisecl appropriately:

WELI- ancl HAPPY: Scottish f.1427
Midlands & Angli;r Sl3Ol
London & Home Counties glOl2

UNDDR OBSERVA I'ION:

IN INTENSWE CARE:

Philip Thomas,
Hon. Treasurer.
26tl.t February 2003.

Welsh
North Western

None

t697
.s605
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LOCAL STUDIES GROUP of CILIP (Registered Charity no. 313O14)

ipcomeand Expenclirllre Account lor Lhc periocl lstApril 2OO2 31st f)eccnl)el.2OO2

Expenditule I Income I
Neii V.A.T. on floocls and Sen'ices 54.09 Capilation 3106.00
LOCAI- S-fUillES LItsR.ARL{N (2 issues):

Prnltjrg & l)jstrjbutjon 31,+0.60
LESS Achertising. hseris.
Subscriptions & Sales 428.50 2712 I0 luSL Index Sales ] OO

Main CorDrittee Exes {2 Mtgsl 868.G1
Officers Dries (at Outsjde Mtgsl 211.35
25th Annjversa4 Ever[ (4th Nov) 835. ] 0 lntcrest Receivecl:
Annual Oencral N,lccting 16.7a Bank Current a/c 1.10

Stationerv & Photocop],ing 152.85 Charities Ifeposit. 11E.ll8 I19.,18
Postages. 'l'elephone. f_.LX & c mails 150.73

Mcculla A\\'ard Prize IOO.OO
Bjbliograph], Research Flxpenses 28.00
Inlernational Rclations 29.58
Represenlation at IFLA 2002 216.52
Rebrandine & Group Prrbljcitv 51.61

Nelt Payments toltor Strb Grorrps 159.04

.c5€i 16.36 t3286.48
DDFICIT lbr perjocl. carried
dor-n to tsalance Sheel S2329.88

!!qr 6j6

BAIANCIE SHEET zLs irt 3Ist Dcccnber 20O2

LIABILITIES S ASSETS T
Sundn' Creditors: Sunclry Debtors:
Printing BiU for LSL 21/2 1O48.OO Local Studies Librarian:
Scottish Sub-Group {IFLA Feel 176.25 Aclvertising. Inserts,
McCulla Arvarcl Prize IOO.OO Subscriptions & Sales IOO3.OO

132+.25 CILIP - V.A.T. Rcfund due 22a.O3
Accunulatecl. SLlrplus as at {1231.U3

1st April 2002 5995.91 Balances:
LESS Deficit. lbr period, b/cl Bank Crrrrent a/c 418.15
Fom Inconie & Expencliture Cltaritics Deposit 3341.10
Account 2329.88 3666.03 371t9.25

!4990.28 s,1990:?!

G.M. Underwood, Hon. Altrlitor

26th February. 2O03
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FROM OUR CILIP COUNCILLOR: report to the AGM, July 2OO3

I $'orLld like to thank Lhe membcrs of the Local Sllrdies Grolrp fot gi\Jing nic the
pri\ilcge of rcpresenting the interests ol the Croup on CILIP Councii since ihe new
lnstitutc Nas formed in 2OO2. Rcports ol all Council meetings are publisl-tccl in
Up.lale irnd on Uxe CILIP website. I have also sent reports both to t.hc lrcal Sludies nlrLional
codnlttee, drc I-ocai Snrdies Lrbranrzn alld to Urc Croup pages on l-he CILIIJ Nebsitc.

Council has been concerncd in thc past months with essential new procedures that
rvill allorv the Inslitute to lbcus on improving coll]municertion witl'I its members.
New lJr:rnch Rules havc bcen adopted. Group Rules are now out 1br consultation and
thesc \\'ere discussed at the national Croup committee meeting at the end oIJune.

The lrnnLlal retum of Group inlormation and activiiies is expectcd at the beginning ot
this month- The Local Studies Group rcturn $'ill givc CILIP fcedback on its successes
and issues facccl by thc Group arld its sub-groups. ard the support givcn bv CILIP H8.
ln this the Croup is fortunate to have Damieir McManus .rs t.he Group liaison oflicer.

Other itcms that hal,e bcen debated at Council have gi\.en me a sense oI the or.crall
context in \\,hich the Local StLlclies Group operates. There has been awkward
discllssion about the Accolrnts, an analysis of mcnbership trends. .lnd the latest
nc$'s on the proposed developn€nt of thc \".ebsite. Scrutin)' of the outlinc of tllc
CILIP Fundamental Re\.iew has brought up twenty-two kcv topics. \vhich must be
prioritiscd ancl costecl. Here a councillor remarkecl thaL one main ailn shoulcl bc to
clilrilv the rolcs ol thc lll.uchcs and Grotrps, such as ollr own. No lcss iniportant
have becn the conments from the Rarc Book Croup. the Northern Brancl] and
ml'sell on ]'our behalf on the proposed closure ofYork Minster Libr.rrr. Closure has
lortunately becn al,ertcci after protest th:rt incllrded a letter li-om CILIP, but it allowed
me to spcak bricfly in Council - a daunting expel ience wilh a microphonc that \l''as
too high for me.

Likc zrll councillors. I aiso sil on one of thc three main CII-IP committees ancl on a
supporting Panel - thcse are the Policv Delelopment Committce and thc lnternational
Pancl. Their meetings are interlinked since the Pancl feeds into the Committcc rvhich
reports to CoLrncil. lt is also a chance lo get lo know other professional colleagues
and their diifering points ol\-iew. Here Committec and Pancl nlembers ha\,e consiclered
the dralt codc of Ethics. the disbandment of the UK UNESCO Commission. the
problems over hcritage in Iraq and the announccment oI the winncr of th€ Anthony
'l'hompson Travel Arvard to a colnmunity librarian from a SoLlth Aliican tolvnship.

I hopc that this report gives a slight flavour of the Council agend;'r. As the Local
Stllclics Croup represcntative I can takc indi\.idual dilemmas to Colrncil - from the
Group lls a whole or lioni any one of ollr rnembers. Please clo contact me alr'Icl I lvill
try to help.

Elizabeth Melrose
tel: Ol609 767800

c i I iP ::H':"'.ffii:;:::"

email: elizabeth.melrose@northJ'orks.go\,.uk
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CharirnlaD:

Viae Chai rnr. n'

Hon Secrctar.,/:

Hon TreasLircr:

IJorI Edito.. LSL:

CILIP Corincillor:

Menrbers:

LOCAL STUDIDS GROUP COMMITTEE 2OO3

Ian X,1a.1ecl. Delon Count_\' I-ibrafl'
im&\tecl(?cic\ron .(o\,. uk
r\lice Lock. Tanresicie Lillrarrics
alice.lock@tanlelocal. diirl.pipex.coll
I)i.lna Di\on. SLrIlblk
cliana - dixonaqi cilip. org. Lrk
Philip Thonrils. Birntirrehanl
PlhomasPdt Oaol. colll
Ian J:lnicson, Nell/castle upon'l'vnc
im jarmicson@c-pac.net
Fllizabeth Meirose. North Yorkshire Counts Libr:rrics
,lil,rbetl, InFlrn\r.,nor h\ otk-.!n\., tk
Dorrt HtnJrn.rr, h 5h-lli, ILI LrlrIiU j, -
doLlg.hinclrn.rrch(Jdial. pipex.cont
Phiiippa Stevcns. Hampshire CoLrnty I-ibrary
philippa.stevcnsa{4hants.gov.Lrk
Michael Dewc. Aberystwlrth (co optedl
mlcla@aber.a.. r r k

Representatives ol the geographic sLrbgroups:

London & Home Countiesi

Midla.rds and Angli:r:

North W.stern:

Mick Scoll. Corpor:1tion of l-ondon
m. scott@ rns. corpollonclon. u k
Tcrry B.achcr. Northantptonshire Liblaries
tbracher(!northarnptonshire.gov. Lrk
Alice Lock, Tameside Librafies
alicc.lock(4tamelocal.dial.pipex.com
Don Martir-r. East Dunbartonshire Libraries
clon. lllaJti n iO euistclLr nbartoD. gov. uk
Rhcinallt l-l\\l,.d. DIS, Univ. \\rales, Abenstwvth
rhl@aber.ac-uk

Northern lreland: Yvonne Hirst. NEELB. ljalll,'mena
l^ronne.hir s l@ni -libraries. net

The Croup hits a Liaison Officer at CI]_lp to kecp us i touch with areas oI concerD.
At p.esent this is Damien McManus (dantien.mcmanusCrcilip.o.g.ukl, who is therelore
iln c}' o.li( lo tnptnbct ol thp aon pe.

As the number of canclidates dicl not cxceed the numbcr ol vitcancies. no eieclion
was necessary this year.

As can bc seen from t]re forcgoin{ list the Croup has co[tmittee members in mosl
parts of thecountry. IfJroll have ar-ty idcas or Sllgeestjons for teelings or da), Sd]ools.
workshops etc or indced anyUting voLr \!,ish to brjng to the altcntion oI the Conmittee

please cio not hesitate to contact t,ollr nearesL Committee n]emller, or the Hon
Secretar!- at I I Cautley Roaci SouLhwold. Sullolk IplB 6DD, ernail as i:rbove.

Scoltish:



FAMILIA IN PERIL

i\larLitl l laLlc,s

l\,I:rnY ofvorr alread\'linoN of. arcl usc. Fantilia. lhe \!'ebsite listiltg lamilr, l-tiston'
sources in UK and Irish public libraries. It $'as sct up by IIARL in l99Tandlislsthc
holclings including ar ound 300 contact details ibr and links to over 180 local aulhoritj,
local Studies and relcrence libraJics. It pro\.iclcs a Llnique national portal for family
histoDr. ajrd thcrclore lbr Local Studies collections. It is effeclivelv an eleclronic
clile.lon ol lo.rl \lu(lie\ librcrii s.

ll\.ou haven t uscd it \,ct. take a look ancl make up vour orvn ntind on its valuc. The
amolrnl of claLa rrnder each authoritV varies consiclerirbly. as every contributor can
acid as much or as liltle as they wish. ltut Kenl. North Yorkshire and West Susscx.
Ibr example, show the potential. SLrbject to project funding from othcr bodies. thc
Familv Historv Task Croup also has plans to develop the sjte, to includ(]:

. digital images of sources

. lamiiy history tutorials. suitable for staff lrainjng & public use

. a feedback form

With the demise of EARL in 2OOl. Co-East, the nerlvorking consortiunt of East of
England plLblic library alrtl.torities, stcpped in ancl has been hosting Familia. The
short term funcling made availarble to Co East has nol. run out and the FamilY
Ilistorv Task Group concluded that thc onlv praclicable method ol- raising incone
lbr defclopmcnt is bv lerTing a subscription or-l Falriliil contributors. ln April 2003
c\-ery authority was sent an explanatory lclter. \\'ith an invoice lbr SIOO. An e-
nailecl or postal remjnder was sent in Junc.

We ha\.e had a good rcsponsc to thc requesl for a subscripiion pnJ/rnent, but neecl
more support! The cost to you is tha( of an averade relcrence book and is cheaper
lh.ril anlr national electronic source. The benefit is imolcasurable - $.ithin a couplc
of clicks vou will be an expert in the relcrral ol all tltose genealogical enquiries
Inistakenl)' directed to you!

I rrrge evervone who has not already sanctionecl pavment to do so, othenvisc this
r.irluable assct u,il1 be lost.

,A{arlin H(1Ues is Chai; Fa rily Hislory Taslc Group.

Cont.lct clelailsi Worthing LibrirF/, Richmond Road. Worlhing. West SLrssex BNl l
IHD: tel. Ol9O3 212414. e-mail: rnartin haves@rvcstsussex.gov.uk
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AI.AN BALL LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS 2OO3

Thc,\lan Ball r\\\,arcls \.erc cslaljlishccl Lo encoLra{e local hislo[. I)rrl]lislrjng l)\'
PLlbljc Lillrarics ancl Local Alllhoritics ilncl thjs js the nirleleenUr l,e:rr ihcl- h.r\.e
been a\\'ar cled. Org|lniseal b\,the Librarv Sen.ices 'l'rLrsi. lhcy hiI'c ltccornc arr
establisl-real piat oflhe librlrlfr a\\'arals scene, and ei\,e Iocarl stLLclles awelconre amoLrnt
ofplrblici[.. l].rrLiculelrlv jn Lhe\\'inners homc arcas. This l'ei1r the jLr.loes lrla.le ihe
ma-\imLlnr nLlmller oI thl ee A\\,iuc1s. anal connrencled a [url]ter lour l]tlblicallions.

The-i\u':rrcis arc:
Derbyshire County Council 1br Kin.ler ScoLrir Parlr(ril oJ a N[oLlnlairr, ccliLccl by Roly
Smith. TlliS is a beaLrljlirlllr prodlrcecl ancl illlrSlratcd work blrYarioLls hancls, dealing
rvith one ol ihe colrntvs rnost irnpressi|e topographlcal featLrres:
Tameside MBC for Dcnton .1ncl Drr/tinfelci Hnlls. bv Michael Nevell ilncl Jolln \V.rlkcr.
This is an attractive ancl urell researchecl slini volume. likell'to be ol grcat \.:rluc Lo

stu.lents of Lrll irges:
Warrington Boiough Council lor A HLslot/ oJ \i/c1r r ilglon. bv Alan Crosb\'. Thjs is a
substantial r,olurne. the result ol consideral)le rcscarch. extremellr 1vell proclLrcecl
bolh texl.uiill], :rncl {raphicalh-.

The Conrmendi]l ions are:
London Borough of Barking and Dagenham lor Archi]e PhoLoqraph Galleries ancl
|LA21OA - LlLstotic.ll Arc]uD€'-s Onlire- T\!'o websilesi
Nottingham City Council lbr llebel-s, lliol-s an.1 I?tJbnL a mLtltinlecliil. interactile
CD IIOM:
City ofWestminster lbr phoroLonclon. .i websjte described .rs Gatcway to Lon.lon's
photographic colle.tior)s . It rvas cle\.elope.l \\'jtli variolts ll.rrtncr insLrruLions.
h\\1'1v. ph oto Lon clon . o rg. u kl ;

City of York for lrltclgine ]brl(. a website clesigiiecl 1(] provide access to l0.0OO
pholographs from the coiieclions held ln the citv's librarv sen.ice and :rrchivcs.
h\l\,av. iln agrn eyo rk. c o. Ll kl .

The jLlclges were pilrticlllarllr delightecl that the number oi non-prinl cntries had
sllbstaltially increasecl this year. nrhile the clualiiy ol books submitlecl mcart that
none of these non p.int items on this occlsion corrld be includeci in Lhc lintitecl
nunlber of Aw.ircls. the jLrdges were particLrl:rrly illrpressecl \\'ith lhc lour which were
Comrnenaleal

Congratulations lo i1ll lhcsc authoritics (anci to the arrthorsll.

NOTE: cli.l \.olrr aLrlllorily make an entr! Illjs year? li nol. \\,hl' nol look at vour nerv
public.ltions programnc. in il]ly lbrnat. .rncl think alloLLt it for next Jrear. For nro.e
information about the Awards contact Eric Winter at the TrLrsi's olfice at 7 ltjclgmount
Sireel, Lonclon WC1 7AE. tel O2O7 255 06,18. enail erjcwir)ter @cilip.org.uk
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NOTES AND NEWS

(llLlP s Lilla:rq' IJistor\. Group has l(nrg lircl lo l)l oulotc al I a\\'itrell(5s :lrll{)rl.{ lil)l ilrjitlls
ol tllc historicall ancl arclrilectlrrili inrportancc ol'Ilriiain s ()1(ler lillritn' ltr.rilclings
ancl so mallr\' ol thtsc li]rrarics atrc ol iDrportallcc asi parl ol local hislo['-,,\ rcact]t
rcport couimissionccl l),\' the Croup lloints oLlt thilL (lespile earlier intentioils. llo
cor:rprehel lsive sun,e1' of olclcr library lluil(lings hirs cver bcen Llnclcrtakeu. nor ltas a
coml)lctc lrist.o$' of lhc li llrarJ as ir l)LIill fornt llcen \\ril terl. This rePorL ilssesscs tlle
.LrrrLinl slaLc ol rcscarch, ilrcllrcling pilot projects in Scotlilnd illlcl Yorlisllire.rnd
prolides sonle i(leils lbr carr]'ir']g out such projccts. Thcre is a bibliographv ancl list
ol-solrrccs Jbr frrrther ir)tbrnration. inclucliDg usel-Lll wellsiles. Mosl local slLrclics
iibriilians are intcrcstcd in tl-rcir loc.rl enviror)ment ancl tliis repor( is worth looking
al- 'l he Clr olil) wclcomes corl')nrcnts and suggestjons, and woLrld be clelighte(l to hc.1r
Ir-orr irrrvone \\4ro might be able to conlriljute to lhc project-'fhe Historic l-ibrary
B!ril(lings Project l-)as a prcscnce on the Librarl' His(on Croups \\'ebsite. \\'hich
ir'rclLrclcs ir cop)' of this reporL. Thc UIIL is h tt P: / /\\1\1\'. cilip. org. uk /grot t ps / thg/
\\'clconre.lrtml.
QucLnnbL! Lau)rence. E. CILIP Libtcl.lj Hisloru Grolrp, NoLi:'nbet 2OO2.

L.lwrer'lce llal\,slhorne. I leacl of Librarics Ibr Flirttsltire, llas drawn our attcntion to
Ihe BiagrcLphical Dicliot:.o.ry oJ'CitiI Etrgir teers ir Creal Britain and lrelQtTd. As manyol
the Inost I.ulolrs of thesc \\orkecl all o\'er tht' countn'. there nra]' be a good cleal ol'
iDlerest in this $.ork lbr Yorr. That it is publisirccl oll bchall ol tlle Instittitioll ol Civil
f)dtincers giYes :ln indic.ttion o[ its slat].rs.'fhe eltgir]eerirlg worlis co\,erccl in lllc
Dicti()Itiuv itle l)rincjpilll],: harlJoLrrs iln(l li{thtliouses. docks. \\'21tcr sLrPpli(,s to lo\v s.

li.ir drainagc aricl lanci reclanrltion. ri\:er na\.joations, cirnals, roads. l)ridgeit and
carlv rlihvavs.'fhere is iril inclcx ilnd a chronological t2tble lisliilg \\!rks alnci their
ongineers, so\.ou shoul(l bcr able 1o Iln(l out alloul local \\'orks ilncl peoplc. Mavllc i1[

t]95.O0forthis firstlolume. colering 1l-)OO ltl:lo. it is not lbr\!Lrr.lcpartnlent. l)LrL

it is \\!rtll$tile nlilking a notc ol i1. or llcrhilps alcrtin!:lvotlr rclerencc lillri.lriLlJt.

I.'ornrcr l,SG Commitlee nrenbel Rollin Anscll has rcccntl) tilkcn up lhc post ol'
CoLlnlv Local Stu(lies Librirrian, I)orscl Lillrarries and Arts Sen icc. This is :r ne$ 11'

crcltcd post and hc is b.rscd at Dorchcstcr [,ibral'. FIis pte\'iolrs post \\as in Yeovi].
\\'hcr. since 1982 he hircl becn Iiclerence l-ibl'arian artd latterh''lcalr Librari.ut
(lnli)rnlation) lor Soncrsct Libraries- llc hils se\,eral local hislolJ' pLrbljciltions aboul
the .ura to his creclit.

\vanvickshire County Record Ollice. Prjol-f. Park. Cape Roircl, \\rar\vick C\'3.1 ,LJS.

has reccnlll chirngecl its tclepl-rone ancl litx nunrbels.'l'hc nc\\'telcpltortc nrtnlllcl is
01926 738959 ancl thc lirx nurnbcr is O 1926 738969-

'lhe CD-ROM Trotbled Imc.gcs: poster.s on(.I in\ages aJ lle Northcrrl lrc:lalr.l coll/licl
ll-orlr ihc Linen Ilall Library. Bellast. has lbllorved rLp ils success in the Bester rn.rn/
N{cCol\,iD it\\'ar.is \\.ith il'ic avirrcl olthe prcstigious Chrislopher Euart Biggs Litela+'
Prize. This awarcl $,als inslitrrtccl b\. the latc J.rne Ewart-l3iggs in lDcmory oI hcr
hrrsbancl. tllc tjri(ish AiDbassildor to lreland. \'ho \\.as nlLrrciercd l-tl, he III-\ irt 1976:
ils ol)je(iti\es al'e 1o promote peace and rcconciliation ilt Irciilncl. t.qreater
understancliDg betNecn thc peoples ol Brit!in ancl Ircla;rcl. or closcr- coopcrallion
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between parlners of the Eulope:rn ContnrLrititt. Pllltlished in 20Ol Ule CD-RON,l
contains 3,400 imagcs clra\\'n fronr lhe Lillrarl, s unique Politjc:rl ftctlection .ls rvell
as cletailecl notes :r.ncl appr oxi n rill el\. lilt]' essal,s on importal]t ihcntes lly leilcljng
erperts in the iie1c1. and tl-iere ate .rlso voice recol dings of sornc of the people \\,ho
crearecl ancl used the poslers- \\rhi1c it is the CD ROM t\,]-tjch has \von ure ltrizc. it
shoulcl bc notecl thlrl it is paJl of a larger project \rhich inclucles a book ancl:ln
exhibition: the exhibition is at present on tour in lhe USA ancl Canacla.

'lhe Tameside Inrage Archi\-c. a collection of over l0 OOO histori.:rl photogrirphs ol'
the area. rvas latrnchecl on the iilerncL in Jailrr.rn-. It irlcllr(lcs images ol local
people. places i1nd eveilts 1i orn the l-ocal Stuclics Lillrltrl in Stalyllrjclg.r. :ucl has
already been well used (\\'.\\av- tam esid e -gor-. trk /hi ston l- Tantesjde also rcports 11te
resLllts of its 2002 Fanilv llisto.v Awarcl. This year thc prize lvirs ollcrcd to pLrpils at
locai schools doing relevant r esearch: all the \\'inncrs in lact c:rnc lrorn one school.
(West Hill School in Stah'bridge), where onc of the teachcrs has lteen rLrnnjng il
project entitlecl Thi] Man Behind 'l'hr: Name'. 'l'he bovs picked names fr orrr thc
Skhrbridge War Menorial ancl researched the lives ancl earh deaths ofloc:tl rncn in
the First World War. A11 the projecls submitted \\,ere cxcellent examples oI historical
research usjng niiitary and farnilY history Sources to gi\:e a \ri\dcl pictlrre o1 the
effects of Lhe rvar: ntany ol the source materials used came from lhe Local Stuciics
Library in Stalybddgc. The j udges wcrc Yery impressed with atll lhe cntries and jn the
e\rent two prizes :rnd four Certificittes of Excellence \.ere atvar dcc1.

The lirst Norlh $tst Archiles F estival is to lle helcl in Sepl e rl)cr. lJchiles scn.ices.
libraries, muscumsaicicor nuni tl' OroLtps \\'illj oin together to cclcllrate t he trcas LLres
held bv archivc scn-ices in the region and to raise .rwareness o[ th(] role t]tev play in
the heritage of thc North \\'est. This is a joinl project betwccn the Norlh \\rest
Regional A.chive Council and the North Wesl N,luscrlnis Librarics aDd Archi\.es
Conncil.'lhe F-estival will take place during Arcl]ives Avareness MonLh , $,I-ricll \\-ill
be run bv the National Council on Archi\.es ancl hirs thc ainrs ol raising te profilc
ofthe archive domain among the gerreral pLiblic. encouraoing ne\v uscrs ancl cl-t.rnging
the image ol the archive profession. A Glliclance Pelck has been procluce<i lor the
North West Archivcs Festival: conlact Janice Tavlor, Archive Der.clopntent Olficcr at
NWML\C. Grillin Loclge, Cavendish Place, Blackburn BB2 2pN. For inlbrmaLion
about the national Archives A$'areness Ca tpaign contilcl Katic No.ero\.e at the
National Council onArchives, Pultlic Record Olllce- Ruskin Avenue. Ke$'. Iii.hmonrl
Surrel. TWg 4DU, tel O2O 8392 5376.

There has beeir considcrable debnte reccntlv over he proposed closure ol the york
Minster Library. along with projectecl staff redundancies. 'l'hjs concerns thc Local
Stuclies Croup as the MinsLer Libran, h.rldings of more th:rn 120.000 books and
documcnts inclucle the Sa-ron York Cospcls and unique maps of Ule Ci\,ll \\rar batuc
of Marston Moor. At lhe beginning oI Jlrne, at Ure insligation d- lhc Librarv Historv
Grolrp. Bob Mcl{ee sent a. leLlcr of concern to Lhe autlrorities at york Minster.
Fonllnatelv on 23rd Jrrne The Archbjshop ofYork aruorrncecl that thc liltrary has
becn savecl - but th.Ll a Catheclral aclnission clrarge \\.i11 be ir-tt.ocluce.l. CiLizcns of
York rvili be ablc to applv for a lree pitss"l Protcsl from all quarters see]]ls Lo ltale
been succcssful and ii is.rgrccd that 't'lle Chapter...gol iL\rrong'.
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The cighth Yorkshirc Famil]'Historl' Fair took place at the end ofJune in the
Exhil)ition Cenlre at York Racccourse. 'l his Fair is one oI Lhe best-atlcnded evenLs
in thc gencalogicirl rcscarcher's calendar. There rvcre buscs full of \risitors cagerly
queucing for entry at least hall an hour bclore opening time looking lbnvard to
secjng lhe 95 societies ancl local l-listory r'enclors rvho rvere scLting orrl their \\'21rcs on
thrcc lloors of the centrc. Members ()1 lanlily history societies came frorr as lar afield
as Abcrcleen. lJuckinghamsllire. Suffolk. Clarllorgan and Glasgo"v as \\'ell as fron
nrorc local anci regionarl groups. Chris Mtrkepeace, one-timc chairmiln of LSG. rvas

kepl lJrrs]' on l'tis local history slall specialising in the historic map rep.odtrclions
pub)ishcd b1' Alan Godlrey: he wirs assisted by. among others, another lbriner
Cl-rairrnan ofthc Group. Elizabctlt Melrosc. I-ocal and farlil!, history seems never to
ha\'e been more popular.

F rolr Yorkshirc a!:ain corres the nervs that. in thc radical stalf reslructLlrc in North
Yorkshi.e Libraries ArchiYes and Arts. a nc\\' posI of Countv Project Officcr. tocal
Slrrdies. hils been establishcd. This is lhe first time that North Yorkshire Libraries
has had a spccillc posl devoLecl to the promotion of local studies and liaison with
thc Counl.v Rccord Office. the Ilcgistration Sen'ice and thc many local history and
hcril.rgc groups in the count-y.'l'hc first holder ol the post is Elizabeth Melrosc. who
is no\\'l,SG's CILIP CoLlncil metnber, and as mentioned above. a formcr Chairman
of thc Grolrp.

IIAI'E YOU SEEN..,? Some recent items of interest to local studles librarlans

P|rorcllrclpl].ic collection-s in Scotland s lrcal stlldie-s librariesj mid nineaeeth cerltLlry to

ni.1 lroentielll century. LOCSCO'|, 2OO2. 68pp. !3.5O inc P&p. ISBN O 901966 512
,\,ail.rblc fronr LOCSCOT at'lhe \\rilliilnr Patrick Library, 2 Wcsl High Street,
Kjrkin(illoch. Glasgo\ C66 lAD.
This grricle. conlpilcd lly Ann Ni\ frorn qtlest ionn.lircs sent out lo librarics. is intcr-rcled

to hclp both r-esearchcrs ancl local stllclies ljbrary staff to locirte pl-totoglaphic
colk'ctions likeh'to halc ntaterizrl rclelart [o their \ork- ]t concentrates on collcctions
which inclLrdc significant amounts of material from the lirst century of photography
ancl l.hus is lil(ely lo bc helplul both to local hisllorians and to those interesled in
the clcvelopment oI pholograph]'. Arrangemcnt is alphabcticaliy by lhe placc !vl.rere

the collection is helcl. There is 0len sotlre general infornlation about the libra{'.
inclucling aclclress. openin.q tinles and acccss for the disablcd. along with acqrrisition
polic\,. cataiogues, copying facilities ar.tcl ir list ol publications based on the local
collcclion. Details olindividual photogrllphic collcctions are then gil'cn. Thcre is an

inclex ol pholographers. pttblishcrs and local history socicties and a gcneral index
covering places and subjects.'lhc guidc is c1e.1rly laid otlL. ltnd slloLrld be usclirl to

librilriarls anci historians both inside ilncl outsidc Scoiland.

PItLntb, P. Acid cLtteck! Update, 1(5), ALL1 2002, 52'53.
Author discLrsses thc need to prescn'e ollr \\'rittcn hcritage. using as one of his
erlunples public libraq' local collcctions. I Ie describes thc reasons lbr deterioration
of pa per lronr the rnid I 88Os onwarcls it ncl arrgues tllat whalt we ilee(l to prcscn'e ou r
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$,ritten \rord is a massi\.e .leaciclilic.rtiitn prollrarrne. not digilisaiion. (Jnly where
paper has clcLcrio-raLed too far to .leacidilv. ihe solutjon oI using such fornt:tts :.rs

nicrolilning or cligitisation sholrl.l ]le Lrsecl. arrd poirlts oltt that the cosls ol lllcse
are ten Limes as high as mass cleircidillciltioll-
A letter commenlirlg on this irrtjcle. b\, Richal'cl Ho11is of the 51:rliorrery C)llicc.
appeared irr UpdaLe, I (6), Nou 2402, p 27.Wrile not criticisjng Pl.rjlip Plunb s call for
a deacidiiicaLion programmc. he points out 1he ich,antiigcs oIcligitisation prograrnr]les
in bringing lvider public access via ihe intcrr)iit lo hitherto raJe an.l initccessible
materiais. using TSCJ s di.giiisitijon prograntntc lor the Lonclon Gitrette as alt cx.tntpie.

lyoods, R. llhen pre serD irlg the p.r.s I - l hrr i /r .l-/-l Jre-/i 1lr tr e. IlLLltinrcdi.. Iilbr letion end
Technologg, 28(3). AugL$t 2A02. 7 1 72.
Discusses tl-re neecl to consider ho\\' inlornlation $'ill lle storecl ancl ilccessecl lloth
loday and in the lilr-ire: il wrong dccisions are nrade, i.rl \vor st inlormiltion ci1n be
l0st Ior good, or al best bc clillicult irncl e\pensj\.e to rclricvc. The exilnlple o[ tlle
BBC Domesa.la!,r Boo/c, wheae the svslern Lrsed is now obsolcte, is instiuced. \iarious
options lor presenration. including n-iicrolllm, digitisation. harcl clisk lechilology
and tapc Lcchnolo!.5,' aJe sLr$iested, aircl one conclusion rcached is that tlte illtportancc
0f some nalerial may nced a range of clil-lererri meclia lo bc used for it.

Microjicher the ..lebate. N/DS Nerlsletter 20. Dec 2OO2. pl. [Ediloriql]
A short discussi on or-r I he r el.lti\re m cl'i ts oI nticrofiche iln d cli.qiti s.rti on (rcmerrberinq
olcourse thal Nlt)S rr.rleri.rl iS on nlicrolichc). Deitnds the rrSe o[ phoLograph\, on
the grouncls that it r eproduces the or'i.qinal \-isLrirllv ar-rd tillorvs more bro\vsing, blrt
also that it is lo\\' tech Lrnd is not sub-jccL to mtrjor chitnges iil te.hnologv as long
as jnstitlltions hang on lo their rnicl ollclle re:rder s. Concluclcs that there is a pl.rcc
for boU] microliche .lnd cligitisation each is a specillc tool lor ir spccilicjob.

Images o-l Eiglotld. lssrle 8, Sprinq 2OA3. pll]llished llv 1i-te National Monlrntents
Record. locuses on somc ol thc $,ays in rvhicl-r the websile is being usccl. There Ltre

shOrt iierns on using il for lanily history researc}r. aild or1 iLs usc in searching 1br

local history generallv Lrsiirg varjo!rs criLcriii sLlch as. arlton{ others, location iruilcling
tvpe anci Associated People.'fhere is also a nole on how imporLanL volLlnteet
photographers are 1o rhe project.'lhis nc\vsletter alwilvs carries interesling ilems. If
vou don t see it alreadt it is \vo.th doing so: contirct Alexaildra Saxon :11 Images ol'
Englan.l. Enalish Herili.r!,c. NMRC. Kemble L)riYe, S\,"iirdon. SN2 zcz. Tel 01973
41,1779. cm.lil ioccnquiryiOcnglish heritage. org.uk

Hrdson, R. UncaDering L/ollr pa-si. SrrllclarT Timc-s. CLLliLEe. JLjE 8, 2OO3, pp49 50.
E\,en the Sun.la)"finres has r-ecogniscrcl lhe huge interest in lall]ily hislon In Doors
(its Internet section. inside thc Cllltllre section oflhe pilperl. Lhis article e\plains
horv the htcrnct gives sleLlths eas! access to dusL]'rccords'. It is a stri jolttlbrlviucl
inlroduction. listin._( so le uselul sites. \viLh sonte colrmenls aild \\,arnings. IL mighl
be LlsefLLl to sho\\, sonre of your absohltc beginners.
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IrcaiStudies CollecLiorrlvlanagenlent. ed,. IIichael DeLL,e. Ashgate. 2OO2. 2OBpp. f45.OO.
rsBN o 566 081165 5.
Michacl l)e$'e has alreadl' producecl a i\\'o-1.olumc nranual on local studies
librarianship. 'l'his. howevcr. is a corrrplclely nelv 1vork. ln nine chapters thc book
provides an ovcn.ie\\: of current local strrdics librariallship. \\,ith practical ad\.icc on
varjolrs .rspccts oflocai studies \\,'ork. inchlding collcction management ancl developing
areas such as cligitisation ancl the \\'orlclnicle $.eb. Apart lrom thc editor. who also
contributes three chaptcrs. tlr!:re are six other expert contillulors. Worl( being done
both in Britain ancl o\.erseas is covcrecl. and each chapter includes a list of llrther
readings. We hope lo hale a full re\.iel\r iD tllc WiDter issue.

LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIAN OF THE YEAR 2OO3

Do yg3l knorv ar1'one rvho is doing outstanding rvorh in local studies librarianship?
Nominations mav still be made lbr the 2003 Dorothy McCrrllaArvard, $''hich recogniscs
exceilent \.ork of anv kind blr local sludics librarians: previous winr'rers have rcceived
their award lor such things as setting up a scl1 icc in a new authority: establjshing
a iocal studies database; all-round promotion of a local stuclies scrvice: successlll
use of IT: and for publications lbr local studies librarians.

There are man)' librarians doing excellcnt work in the local stuclies fi(ld. Why not
nominate soDeone who 5ror-r think fits the spccification? Renlember, ho,"vever, thaL
yoLlr noninec must be a men]ber of LSG. For an info.malion pack contact otrr Hon-

Sccl clary. Dielna Dixon. The closilrg diite for noninations is September 30.
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