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EDITORIAL

As 1\'c ('elcllratc olrf 25ri \.car. we ( an clearlv sec thai 1vc arc zr wcll-eslablishecl
part of llre libranv scene. Wc are consulte(l bv othcrs about our subject. \rc
havc scYcral higllly rcspcclo(l lil)rarians aclively inYolvecl in our work, Lrnd
rve l.tarvc reccrrtlv issucd J lSibLiographlj o-f LoccrL SA:rIies Librari(ln.shtp and
also a ircw cdition of our Grrirlciirre-s for local studies librarifll]s. Our Sub-
Grorrps are activc in pron)otir.r.q local studies in thcir areas and The l-ocnl
Strr(lies l,ibrarieri corilinLrcs to kecp people in torrch witlt evcnts ]rl' iltcluding,
fbr inst.incc. sunrrar. rcports ol lalks at Dav Scl]ools so that readers ca]l
lral{e lirrthcr encjuirics of ihe srrb-group or spc;-rkers - parliculiirlv important
rvhcre sub-groups worrlcl noi be viablc.

Onc of lhe lorc visiblc ihinqs \\c clo is to prescnt thc Dorothv N4cCulla
Merrrorial Prizc to iur outslanclirg local stu(lies librarian. But tltis awarcl can
onh, be rnadc if pcoplc irre noninirted - alld that is up to vou - it is not just
the l)r erogativc of l lre Chief Ljbrariiln. Ar)voltc is welconte to nontiltate somconc
thcY lcel is (loing outstrudir.rg itrnovati\.e work. Cor'ltacl Diana l)ixon. our
LIon. Sc( retan', for' lurlher cletails.

LSC, then, works al a l(xtal le\,cl witltin l]ritain. but lvc have, a1s yorl rvill
have reacl in l5L. r'ariorrs o|erseas contacts: whilc we lltaY lle local. we cannot
bc parochi;r1. irnd \\'e have l-rircl a chancc to see rvhal other people do through
the IFLA Annual Conli'rencc. hclcl tltis \.car in Glasgo\\.. \\t include t\r'o
repofis lilnl I-SG nrcmbers: thcse na), secnr long. but thcy give tlle authors'
\.ic\\,s of tlle procec(lings: \'hile therc is sonrc overlap in the sessions attended.
different things arc sonrctimes exlractcd froDr thcnt. so tl-re two complen)cnt
each othcr nicclv. Y(ru czrn sce liont these. too. that local studies librarianship
js prircliscci iil! oyer ihe rvorlcl ancl thirt nelv icleiis come liom ntany placcs.

IFI-A sets thc int(rDalioDal scenc, with ils artDual mectings in differcnt
countrics. in the UI{ u'c havc Unrbrclla. an(l in 2OO3 this r,r'ill once again be
in N4irnclrestcr. Cll-lP has tried lo|tg aud hard to find atnotlter suitzrblc venue.
but tril of thosr: iooliecl irt so tar have l:cen Llnsuitablc cithcr bocause of lack
of accomDlodation i1) tll(' rigllt pl.rce. li.rck of suflicient meeting roonrs, or lack
of L-r]ouqh c\hibition space. \\'herevcr ii is hel(I. tllouqh. it is a chance to
nrect pcoplc at)d lrcrlvcrk as rvell as llear tltc lcaclers of tltc profession. Ask
J"our 'Iririning Ofliccr irborrt it.'fherc is a notc irboul I-SG participation
clse\\,herc in this issue.

\\Iith thc New Year conr('s lhc limc to pitv vorrr ar)nu.ll subscription. to CILIP
li)r the llrst 1inrc. \\rc hope tl)at cven'onc rvill clo so. al(l also renc$' their
rrrenrbersl)ip ol tlrr-' l-ocirl Strrdies Group. Tlle Conmittee works ltar(l behind
ihe scencs to reprersL-nt volrr intelcsts: thc ntore ntentbers rr,'c have ihe rrrore
cffecli|eh' thcY can do so. ir:'rcl ihc morr: likclv rvc irre to llc able to cstablish
olher sub-{roups. We look lir11\ zrrcl to sencling 'Ihe lrccl Slridics LibrarictrL to
you irgain in 2OO3!



IFLA GLASGOW 2M2

Thc 6Bth IFLA {lnternational Fecleration of Librar!' AssociirLid-rs) Cencral ClorlereIrce and
Council Look placc in Glasgow s Scoltish Exhibition and Corlferencc Centre (SDCall. 16-2'1

August 2OO2. Almost 5OOO delegales lronl ovcr 100 countrics parlicipnlecl ir1 this major
inlernational event. unclcr the banner "Libraries lbr liIe: clemocrirc]' deli\.cr! cliYersity''
the confcrence ained to cornply with IFLAs objectives to pronotc iniernatiollai
understancliDg, djscussion and develoPmcnt jn all fielcls ol ]ibrilry activitlr and inlbrrnalion
ser\-ice.

Belo\\' arc tlvo reports fiorn l-SG membcrs; Margaret Mccarr 
"-. 

who was spons.rr ed b\: tllc
Group, ancl Don Martin, who atiendcd as ir speaker. ancl gave a prescntation on our nc\v
Guidclines.

1. Margaret McGarly, Local Studies Librarian, Motherwell Heritage Centre.
Sponsored by thc CILIP l,ocal History Gr.rup, I much appreciatccl the opportunitv to alien(l
n]y ilrst lFL. conference. A ILlll Progrirnlme oI open leclures plenan arld postcr sessiols.
conlmercial stalls. librarv visits, social cYents ard sightseejng lours was available lbr rhc
full time attendee. As a vo clely clelegale, iL was inPeralive to nlake besl llse o[ titllc bJ'

careful selection of the open lecLure sessions mosl reler'ant to the specialisl field oj k).al
hislory. A careliil perllsal ol Lhe lecture pro{rafinne idenljfied lhc nlost irerlirlerlt topic-
based sessjons. Newspapers: gcography ancl maps; genealogl" and local hisl.:rrv: Plcscnalion
and conservation; audio visual arri nlultimcdia lbrnrecl m-v corrlareice prollranlrne

Armed $'ith a hea[' -we]corne pack. a liglll schcdule- artd a conicrence suile plaD. ory 8 30
a,m, slart meant a l.ir lrlerl race through thc coDlerelrce sultc in seirrch of Lhc vcnLle li)r n1y

lisL set of lectures. the Cleogrt'tphy ancl Maps leclLl!-c rocrrn CoDccntraling o11 Lhe lrlap
librarics of the British lsles. thc sessio explorccl the history oI tsrilish nlap libi.ujes arrd
how they are rcsponding to the neecls of a Dew infor]nation age ancl a nc\\r Iange ol Lrscr

groups. Maps have all bttl been abarrd()ned b-v the acaclemic geogral)her" statcd Peler

Barber'(Briush Libraryl. Local history librarjans are all too aware ihal historjans, lii-elong
learners, genealogists or slrrrlent ntlrses are nlorc iikely to reqLrirc the tr-se of our mal)
collections lhan ihe stereot]Pical geo!,raph]' stuclent llorv do maP librarians plan lo serve
their new clientcie?'l'Lre Eurs\\'er i nlost cases seens to be Lo irlrprovc acccssibilily o[ lheir
map collections. Oxlbrd Unjversitv s Bodleiall Lib.a4 in p:rtnershiP \\'il h llre LlDivcrsities

of Birmingham. Cambridge- Ecljnbtrrgh. Impclial (lo11ege Lonciorr ard lvlnn.hcster are

currently engaged in an RSLP (Iiesearch Support Libraries Il (rEr:rIllfilcl lllncled project to
prornote map research in a \\ide rangc of disciplincs ilr the I Iuflanjtics anrl s,).iil s.l.n.es
''Mapping the Worlcl js a retrospecLive conYersioD ol the corrs.rrlirrn s in'livi'lrral
Lrnstandardised card catalogues ol post 1850 cr|erse:Is nlal)s lhe rcsLlltanl orI lirle map
catalogue \r,i11 be avajlabic to all members ol aIURL and lo norl incmbers orr a clLstomer

basis. The N'linisLry of Dcicnce are taking accessibiljly jssrres a stage lrrrilr'r Pltns tre
rDder \\'ay to scan lhe entire map collecli.n and creale a digiial libr ilrl of ovcr 5'J0.000

maps. As for the Brilish Library. a major priorjtv js lo nlount on the irlternet. map calalogue
data currenu\r he1c1 on a very cxPerrsiYe. litue ptrrchesed. and lhereforF rrn'lenrse'l CD

Rom. A restructllre of llre British Libran's rnaP rool]1 cnlisages provision ol srrpportitlg
materials such as gazetleers, travel grricles and photographic jmages A local hislorv library
on a grand scale?

The Map and Geographv sessio of lectures over ran, lea\ring littlc tinle lo reach thc nexl
venue belore the lntrodllctory lecllrre on Plesenaltion and Ccrnscnaliorl: lortuDatclv llre
nature ol the conlererlce alloNs lor a lltue collling and going withouL to.r nluch raisiDg ol
eyeblows. Thc se es of lcclures oD Natiorrnl Prescn'aliorr Initiatives gilve cn1]'lirst lasLe

oi the international flavour oI thc conferellce. The contrast belween thc presen:rlion ancl

corlsenration expericnces of Nofihern HenisPllere counties and lhc corrrririFs .l Sorrihern

2



Drrropc coulcl not be nore starli. While Northern Europc alrd Nortb Amerjca \\ere racing
aIajrlst tilue cleaci(lifl irrg, m(r'ofilDring. cligitising. training and co ordinal.ing. Soulhclrl
ELlrope- accordili{ lo a sun'eY carrie(l ollt bv Maria l-uisa Cabral (l-}iblioteca Naciorral.
Lisllo j. ,.ras cor)tent to ildopl arr i|tcr\.cl]tionist. restoratiooal approach- II nalional co
operartion \\'as a notcl coiccpl to SouthcrD Durcrpc, the sitme coLlld not bc sakl lor thc
sjtlration in the Ncih( [larrcls. Denr)is Schouterr (Koninklijke Biliolheek, the llagLre) (]elivered
an oulslalrcling pnpcr on the Nethellards National Presen'ation l)rograrume. "Metamorfoze .

Launched in 1997. Mclaurorlbzc irinred to addless the problem of acid paper useri in
manuscljpt aDd pdntcd rvorks lTet\vecn the Yeafs 18.10 and 1950. The folrr \.car- prograrime,
sul)sjdised Lo lhc Yallre of 70 per cent b\' the Minisrn' ol Education and Cultrrre- clemal)ded
lhc parlicipalion ol i!ll libi:rrics. n)useLrnrs. ilrchives and insLitutiolts with a presen,ntiorl
fullcti()lr (Uris exchi(k'd rrost Dlrblic liln-arics). Selecting all ntaterials of Dutclt origin an(l
\i.ith national importitn(e. I)r o(iucecl })etwcen thc r'carslB40 and I950- the prograrrDe
airned to prescnc o\'cr -lotl.000 l)ooks. 1.50O ne\\'spapers, 30_000 1'olllmes ol-periodicals,
2 rlillion rnanlrscriPts arld 500 colleclions Nilhin a forrr \'car period. The first philse of
N{el:Lrrorlbze co chr(led \rjth a Lri{lr hjt rate. a prolen \r'ork plan ancl an cstablished
jnliastr'Lr(.lrrre of rrarrsp{n1. slorage and expenise. A second foLlr vcar. go\rernlner lt subsidiscd
l)hilse \r'as elrbarke(i Lrpon ilr 20O1.'l_hc lcvel r)f SoYernr])cnt support mit! l)e thc en\1., nor
onl\' ol'SoLllhcl-n l rrr{)pe. bul also oi UK nalioltal initiiitives such as NE1VSPLAN which relv
lr'..r'il\ ,'|| H.r'i .rtr jr"tcr\ Fl|n,lIr:.

Dxpec(,d to have a \ri(le cross'cliscipline appeal. a serics of lectures on the thcme DigitisatioD
of Auclio\is!ral and l\,llrllirrreclia rraterials for lifelong learning wils conduclcd in the rnain
alr(litoriLr r. .()[rl)lcte \\_ili] a tearn oI jDlerprcters and hcadsels for non-English speakin{
delcgales. The rclati\.eh l'oLrng audience was a(hised ol a range of cligitisation projccts
beirlrl i rplemcn(cd bv institlrtions Ihrouglrout Errrope. Australia and the Unjted Stales.
'fhe E ropcrur Union s Tltls progranrrirc has seeD lhe larrnch ol 25 ilteracri\.e. cducational
di{itisalion triirls ir)cillcli { rl)e Nati(rnal Mllseurlr of Scotlirncl s KIS'l' project Nhich pro\acles
an on line tour ol thc treilsrrres 01-tl)e N\,lS front :tn\.vhere iD th-" rvorld. Worlhy of perlrsal
is tlre NaLioDal i,ibrar\' of,{Llstralia s awirrd Nioning Pictllre Australia, oue-stopshop. piclorial
histon' ol Allstrali:r (\!\la\'. picLlrrcaLrstralia.orgj. l'or iire. the highii(llt of lhjs session was
an accollr)t ol a US mrr ser r m/libraq' collaltoration Voices of tlle Colorado Platealr".
E thrrsinsrkralh prescitc(l bY Nli'rtt Nickelso[ lsouthern Utah Universitv), lhe project ajnte(l
1o explore nc\\- \vavs ol atr raciiDg \'isitors to small mrrseums an(l hbraries \\'ith goocl collectiolts
irr an 83,O0O sqlare mile section of the Colorado Plateau. UsinA the oral historv ancl
pholo{raphic collccliorrs ol pirnicipatin{ organisations. an online database $'as created of
'grci1r storiL's narr:r1cd b\. Lhe people ol thc l)lalcau therDsehcs {$ l,\v.archi\,.Ii-suu-e(lu/
roiccs). Accessiblc b! srllrject, b] person, bv location and accorrpanied bv appropliate
irralle,s an(l rcli:relccs- tile database forms a usefLrl researclt tool for those stucl].ing the
hislorv oI the Ar cri( au1 \\,'est. It woLrlci l)c intercsting to learn the ej[ect of the project on
Iibran and rlrrserr[l visitor figules. Pcrhaps it js tinle to look irlresh at olrr ch]slv orai
histon cassettes ol the eighties.

A nc\v clal'. a r]e\! ser o[ leclllres. The lbcus tumed once more to the ciorrestic scene. A
scsgior) on Ne\!spapers of the Britistr Isles gave an entertainin! account of the history o!'
lhe ne$'spilper irrclustries ir1 ScotlaIlc1. Etrgl.rnd and W?]les. Iilizirbeth Melrose (North
Yorkshilc Clorrnty l-ibran) emphasise(l the \\.eal1h.rl historical informatiotr suppljed l)], local

e\\'spal)crs in en(lar)d: l)Lirnour. pathos. politics. religion, the ltrinutiae ol e\.erldalr lile .

Other speakcrs sho\lecl llrat if prool \\as nceclcd that national icieniit], and clrlture afltcts
lhe (leleloprncJrL ol a.ounLrv s newsl)aper indrislrJ thetr it call be found in the very (ljffercnt
cxpericnces of Scotlancl and \\.alcs. $thile \trtelsh language and eren split \\ielsh/English
ne\vspal)ers proliferate in \\ralcs, Scotlancl bas been unable to sustain a Gaelic langua.qe or.
indced. it trlll-r nalional ne\lsl)aper. Ceographic isolation. po\,crh,. politics. the influcnce ol-
the church. edLrcational standitrcls alld commurlitv idenlit! all pla\' thcir part jn forn)ing the
nrar:kel for ne1\'spapers and in tlltn are reflected in neNspaper content. WhaleYer lhe
inllLlences, lhe ValLrc of newsl)apcrs - pilriicularlv communilv,defining, local newspapers ,
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tl:r a coLultry's culture and treritage cannot be Lrnalerestinatcd ll is jlt recognition oi Lheir

cultur al dchncss Urat the NEWSPI-AN 2000 initiative (by ori' a fanliliilr term b a1l local
hjslor) libraiansl was launchecl i.r presen'c 1.700 locerl ncwsPaper ljtles LhrorLghoul Lhe

UK bciore tl)e encl oi 2004.

Tine lor lunch - a sa[clwich. abaDdor]ed to a gang of $':lsps anci a chance L.r tour llre
exhjbitors stands. A huge rarrge of organizations. illcluding publishers. (r(rrlseflatjorrjsls

and CILIP special subjcct groups inchLding l-SCi \iec1 for lny atlelrlion \Vith tn! rrewly

acqLrirecl collecLion of pLtbliciLy leallels. I dcpartecl lor ihe ncxt lecture sessi.xl consiclerably
enlightcnccl. but with a much rveightier \rclcome pd.k over m]' shoulder'

Genealogical research has irl recent ]rears attairred an air of resPeclability. clainlecl Irirlricl(
Caclcll. Frorn Srtedcn to China local historu- libraries. archil'es ard farnily histol\' research
centres all report an upsurge in visitors searching for their roots No longer conlent with
a nanes ancl clates larnih' trcc. the lrtll resoruccs of local hislory ccntres are entplcJlcd irl
a bicl 1.) add meat to the boncs. lrrcrease.l clemancl couple(l tvith achrarlces jn IT has scerr

a nrsh by thc iDlbrnration world lo meeL Local alncl lamih'hislorv uscr needs. Sorne cligitisatioll
projects discussed incllldecl the credlion of ar on lirre urlion iIlclex lo ScolLish Archiles as

\vel1 as aD ilrc]ex to Scoltish \ri1ls and arr oI linc Old Scots hanchvritiDg t](rLrrse

{\v\wv.scarl.org.LrkJ. Shanghai Universiiy is creating an orr line gcncral (globall cat.Lloguc ol
Clhinese gcnealogy in order 1o irnprolre ,c.css to a seni closed. brrL culturally signillcarLl
resource. Swedish Arclrives {SVAR) ilre proposing to djAitise Lhe irost \\'cll-Lrsed jLems in
thejr successful jnler library loan collection of microlilmed paiish records \Vith a mvliad
oI archives and ational agencies clallloLlrjng to digilise thcir collecliorls. ithasbccn al)parent
for sonle time that lesearchers rrav rro longer nccd to ledve thc conrfor'l oi llleir honle
Ilern{rLe access to archival docurtrents has its atlrircli.rns, but as aladell points oLrt il also
has its hazar(ls: irlcreased expectaltion that all infornation is aYail:1b1e :11 thc press of a
bulton: dubious assrulptions ol accrrr:rc] oI data thal fits thc lanrjlJ' lree: dissociatjon
i;o r the source of thc dala. It is the last scenario that causes rnosl concern- \\/i11 (lre

ablljt-v 1c) reLrievc iribrrltation at home deler. rathcr than prornolc a visjt lo the s.rlrrcc
agency? Onc thing is ccrtain. with immecliate access \vc sacli{ice nrrrrlr 'l ih' Jlri ol'

discovery.

My IFLA conierencc had come to a conclrrsior. As fLlll-tjnre delegales prcpared ft)r iln
evcning ol social e\,enls, I headecl honle to llrull o\.cr mv experience. I \\'as leli irr no cloubt
that cligilisation $.as going to play a hugc part in the frLturc oI local slr)rlies libraries
[rsellms and irrchives. Digitised cata]ogues.rICl inclc:<es \\'ill certajnlv providc a greaLer

aNareness of hisiodcal collections, bul $,ill the risc ol pal l)er viev commercialisrl provc

to be iust :rnother barrier to the desir'ed imPro\,enrelll in acccssibjlily'2

Thc lastjDg ifilprcssjorr I rvill take fioln Ure coni'ercllcc js of lhe frienclliDcss an.l errLhrLsiasm

shor.n bl'delegates liom all corrrers ol the \r'orlcl. -llre rel.Lrccl atmosPhere nirlgled \\'ilh a

sense of anticipalion created LLre :lnlbiarlcc o1 a scn I ol InrLlti clrltrLral. nlulti lirlgual uni\.er sit!
carnpLrs on Fresllers \\'cek. WiLh a .listingujstred arralv of gLresl let:trrrers lrorn arorrnd the
globe to conplete thc ellect. it is a lcarnirlg en|ironnlcnt I can rec.xnlnen.l to nll tlerlirl
2003. or perhaps tsuenos Aires ill 20011?

A full-lext \'ersion of :1 selcction ol lhe abovc paPers, l)rcscntccL on Tlresdal 2I and
\Vcclnesdav 22 August is av:rilable on the IFI-A r,cbsile h\a$v.ina.org/lV/illa68/pr{)go2 httd.

2. Don Martin. Refeience and Information Librarian, East Dunbartonshire
The IFLA conference olfcred an alnlost unlimiled choice of opporturrily lt was possible kr

balance thc parochial $iih tlre cosmopolit:ul. Lhe routine \\']th the e\oLi(r, or thc b.u]al \\'ilh
the ultimate in sophisticalion. APart from slalli g the LSG sland. I gare a papcr mysell arlcl

attended lhe Opcning session and several sessions relaled to local strldjes



'1he opelling session was clonlinilte(l by the artistD' of Irislt lloet Seanrlrs Hcane],. Ljke
rnzul\'pocls searlLls conslructs his speechcs in floNing. artistjc prose, soaring lioln themc
lo thernc lil(e ir bircl in Iliqhl. I pa.Licularh likc(l his deliqht in the Nord'holdings as a renll
lor thc \lrrclcrftrl riches of kltowlcdle ancl exl)aession helci in libraries To Aa Lher 'holdin{s 

.

llt' su{{cslecl. js ]il(c -maliinrl a {rarlnr\ oLll ol the \\,riter's gleanings .

Stinrrlftql Corrrlit&1 on G.tk'alogrJ orld Ircol IlisioB,
l\4v first conl ritmclil \yas l() the Standing Cornmittee on Gencalogy and Local Hlstot_ oil
tllc nlo.rling olS.rtrrrdav lTlh Au{trst. I \1as there to Cleli\.er a short talk on the nc$. lrcdl
,lruriic-s (;lri.krlirc-s. wilcn i arrir.ed. thc first thing I not'ced \\'as that the nrcn secmcd lo be
\\carjrl! a slarrcjar(l rrnif.rnt) of dark srrits. slxrtlcss $ttite shjrts ancl lar-ge ties ol subducal
(icsign. aod as I Nils similarlv aitirecl I be{an to ieel at honre. I then realisccl tha| they \l'erc
all nrenrl)r'rs ol the LDS Chllrch (Nlornro s). tllere because of the church s greal interest in
filmih hrsiorl /geolog\. Incleed. N{el\1n Thalcher. the Chairman ofthe Standing (ionunittec.
is a nler l)cr o[ thc c]hurch. though Ihc othcr officcrs oI th-. group do noL seel]r lo be. The
Scrr-ctan. Ilrtth Hcclegaard. \!orl<s in a IJjstorjcal Mlrseun Archn.e in Denmark anci the
Treaslrrer is Jalicc trkFarlilne- \\'ho \\:as the orrh tsrilish person present apan froln m\'self,
ir llead ()l llcferericc ilt thc NatioDal l,ibrar] of Scotlarxl. To balance mv contriblrljon on our
(;Lli.lclii('.\ ir lrrinle(l sct o{ (;uidelitcs 

-,Qrr D.t)claping Baginning GeneelaaJicel collcclions.rn.l
,S(rr,ic.rs l?or thc Relercnce and Ljscr Senices Association. USA Nas circulated. Althougll
l)rief. this scenls vcrv uscful. The StandiD{ Committee seenls as nruch concernccl Nitll
arcrhi|es ils librarjes. so durkrs discussion I felt obliAed to pojnt out that Archives is ir
separale l)rolession and that librarians cannot necessarjllr speak for archivists. Aparl froil
qi\ing.1 lillk. I]rv l)LLq)osc i attcnding the nreeling was to lbrAe links bet[.eer lhis IFLA
Stiur(lin{ (i)mn}itree iutd thc CILIP Local Sttldics GroLtp_ and this \\€s duly acconrplished.
I also had a l.rng talk \,ith,ianice McFarlane. and \\'e agreed to lnaintain ljnks at local le\:el.
llcra'in Saotlaulal.

Pk'serr'.rr iorr arrrai (lrrr-seraati('t
Ilext Lltlendccl llx. session on Prcsenation and Consen;ation. Here clln'erlt UK narional
l)rcsenaliorl irritiatives \\'erc slr rmarized bJ, Helen Shenton ol the tsrjtish Librdw. Ljke
se|eral otller speakcrs dtrrirrg the week shc reminded us that lhe recommendaiions of
I{csolrrcc ale intcnded to applv !o England onl},. but it is hopcd ihat other librarians/
ar.hivisls/mLrserrnl curators ll'orn lltc other lloDtc collntries will fincl them usefLlj too. In
Preserlalioll a gre:lt cleal ol \\'ork has lleen done bv Resource in conpiling Ilenchinarks in
rclleclioi ciue for ntuseuns. archi|cs and libraries. Also of the greatest importal)ce is the
Nirtional l)rcsenation Officc. \\,hiclr Nas established in I984. Much useful inforluaLion is
availablc orr thc NI)O websitc dnd a Synthesis of Reports on Digjtal presen'ation has been
prcpared. A new Di!:ilal Prescnation Coalition has bcen lbrnred in 2002. \rith the aim oi
providiig {uidancc orr thc l)resen'irtion of documenls that are onlv availabte in digital
lbrnrat. A handbook is arajlablc on the liternet at w.$.1v.jscmail.ac.uk/lsts/cligital-
lrrcserlatioD. At this scssiot) useliil p pers $,ere also delivered on presenation i[itiatives
irr the LJSr\ and tlolland. 'l'llc A rericln pal)er co\.ered both brittle paper survevs and
prcscr\irtion o[digital rccords. The Dutch pirper co(ered progress r!'ith thcir national
prescn'a1i(r) pr.rgralnrne. bcgun itr 199G. IL deirlt in delail wjth tlte strategy lor scleclion ol
pr-cscnrirLion pri()ritics. DLrtch origi is aD obvioLrs priorilv. buL there has also been .L

c?rrelill exilurination of rhe diflerent levcls of irnpurities founcl ill paper nanulactured at
(lifferent l)criods ir) lhc past. Nilh thc objccL of targettng the n]ost \lrlnerable. As in Britain.
ic\rrspapcr pr-csenalion has been placed high ort thc agenda_ The cdteria for selcction of
pcfiodicals lin preserlario are idlercsling: tlle enphasis is on jl]Llstrated nagaziltcs \\-ith

nation\\'i(le circulation rhat have eDjoled a publishecl liL oI25 vears or ntore_ An extensive
dc acidillcatiou progranme has l)eelt pitr'r of 1hc slrateg]'.

r\t lhe l;cNspapers scssioD olt \\'eclnesda\ thrce out ol the lbur speakers were Scottish -
rcllcctiD{ the lact thitt tsritisll ncwspaper presen,ation is currentlv managed at top lcvel bV
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the Scottish djaspora. Even the paper on Local Ncwspapers in Errglarld was deiivered by
Elizabetil Melrose, Chair ol Nervsplan. who descibed herself as -a Scottish Person gi\ing
lhe tre efit of her knorvledge and experience lo England. John l-arrder describccl the
development oI Lhe NEWSPLAN 2000 project vcry lamiliar gr{mnd to lllan!' ol us FIe

placed hea\-1 ernphasis on tbe parlnership with the tsrilish newspaper incllrsiry. \vilhcrllt
which the operation of NEWSPLAN wou1c1 bc vcry dillicult nldeed. Ian Hutchinsorl ()1 Stirling
Universitl' delivercd a most interesling commentary on Scottish newsPaper readirlg habits
and lhe influence of newspapers on Scottish life and politics. He poinled out that Scots
hal'e always been more avid newspaper readers Lhan people elsewhere in lhe UK i{'hich he
proved by the use of statislicsl. I woLlld have \1'js}re(l tcr contest sonle ol his .r hcr .on.lr rsinns

bul lelL that it was noL appropriate to indulge iD parochial Scotiish matters aL an international
colference. Elizabeth Melrose pro\'ided a \rery ir-rleresting o\reniell' of lhe histor!' ol local
newspapers in England: apparently nervs sheets flourished clu ng lhe Civil War. but lhe
firsi local nclvspaper as such lvas not published until 1702. jn Brjslol- The final speaker:ri
this session. Aled .Jones of the Uni\,_ersily of l ralcs, provrcled irllornriltion on the dilllcrllties
of naintalning a publishing balance between Englistr laDguege ancl welsh lan{rrage
ne\.vspapers in the Principality.

Cencologll and LocaL HisLory
The afternoon session on wcclnesday, on 'Genealogy and Loc:rl Ilistory'. includecl papers
by successive Keepers ofthe llecords of Scotland- Pairick Cadell ancl George MiLclienzic.
and Lhere \r'ere cont bulifils also fioln wirles, S\veden and China. l'he session was Presided
over by Mehl'n Thatcher. chair ol lhe Genealog]' and Local Flistory Standing Comnriltee
Patrjck Cadell, in thc keyDoLe contribution- adcL essed the toPic GeDealo{v and Loc:r1 History
Sen'ices: past preserrl and iuture-- bul Lalkecl nostly about gerredlog], for irslance he
played glo$rng trjbute to the Nork o[ the Mormon chur(]h ancl the \\'ork thev hare dorle in
mairing gerrealogical infonrr!tion morc rcaclily available worlcl t'icle.

He welcomed the trencl thal now 1cd genealogists a cl fanll-Y ilistotiarrs 1(r irn,estigatc lilt
e\:en1s irr Ll-re past rather thirrl tust foliage on tlre branches olthe lanrill tree. lle tolcl olhis
disapproval of those archi\ists who apparently do not like falrilv hjstorl. FIe lvelcoolcs
trcnds towards cligitization of aichivcs which hc sirw i1s thc filodcrn equjvalenL of publishmg
records. He belie\,cs thal becausc of all this researchers in luture \vill be able to do the
bulk of their rvork at homc on lheir own PCs. He has ixed feelings about this bul believcs
lhat it will lighten pr essLlrcs on archi\.ists ancL librarjans. I Iis final mcssagc was LbaL archivists
nusr not question a researcher's rnartives, and lllat tarllily historians should alwavs bc
regarded as valid researchers. George Mackenzie pro\ided arr ovenie!r'olthc devekrpnenL
of SCAN llhe Scottish Archives Ne l'or k) which l found lnosl useful- lle sees it as a Virlual
Archive (the equil'alenl of acccss to an archivist). Margarela Bo\'in describccl the work o[
S\AR ihe National Archives Confercnce and Research Centre al Ranrsele. S\\'edcn This
institutioD provides a really comprchensjve range of sen'ices to reseilrchers. As wcll as
acting as an archi\'e and relerence iibrary {wil}r lee bascd he\r ibr visitors providccl by
resident research assistants) it oflers a postal lcncljng service (especiallJ' ol genealogicel
rnicrofiche). ad extremely popLllar sales ser-vice (inclucling the sale of microlichc ancl lear ning
packagesl. ar-rd confcrence facilitics. lt also oflers certificatjons kn slud] circlc lcaclers irr

genealog], [2 levels] irncl \.lllage history. GencalogisLs arld falnilv hisloria]rs are delil)erilteh
targeled as the principal user group lor SVAR scnices. ,A.lthough it sccmcd unlikelv lhi'rl
thc speaker on the Genercl C.tteloguc oJ ClLittt se GeneQIall!1. Cltr Yirrl. $olrlcl oflcr muclr ol
relevance to Scotlarld, in fact she provicled a most lascinaling taik. it appears lhal in China
prjnled genealogjes are regardeci as an arl form. and lamilies take great pride in pultishing
elaborate descriptions ol-their origins and de\'elopmcnt. beauliflrllv jllustratecl with t'oodctlls.
engra\'ings ancl other iilllstrations. Shanghai Library hils about l'1,0O0 cl these pLrbljcatiol1s
in a special collection. Moclern versjo s are pllblished as CD Roms. Thc paper seerrre(l Lo

mc ro be a rebuttal ofthose libraries - arld there arc nilnv who reluse to acccpl Privatell'
pubiishecl family histories lbr stock, e\.en jl oflered free oI charge. Durillg the cliscllssiorr
rvhich lollowed I felL hlllnbled $'hen lny local question to George Macke zie was followccl bv



another to the same speaker front ar1 Aftican delegate eho Nantecl ad\icc on protectiig hcr
archi\'es front t€rrorist attack.

lrc.rl Stdies Croup DLsDIcrtl
As Reprcsentative of lhe CIl,lF Local Studies Ciroup I hacl rcsponsibjlit], Ior prepitring an(l
slafling tlte stancl throughoul thc $'eek. AlthoLrgh l had hcip \vit]r the statling I spenl somc
cousiderable tirne on the stand itself, and spoke to irany interestjng visitors. Alriciin clelegates,
in particlrlar, seenrecl interesied in the concept of lrcal Strrdies because of their conlnlitnter )l
to cultural n]alters. Gleat interest lvils expressed in our reccnth publislted L.rc({l St(dics
Grritl(rincs. allhough it wils frustrating that \\,e did nor ha\.e arl\,copjes availal)lc for sale.

The E-rhibitiorl
I hacl little time left to l)rowse rouid the exhibition. but nevc hcless I nrade sonte interestin{
conlacls. I spent sollte time at the OCLC slancl discussing thc latest clevcloplltents irl
CORC hrow kno$rt sinlph as Ilcsource Cataloguing, as part ol-their Conn(_\:ion prontotion).
I also spokc 10 ir reltresc|talile of the Democracv and Local Histor\. Centers ol AusLiD.
Texas. \!hich efilbracc i1 l)hilosophy of corD[lunity sllpport an.] celcl)ralion t local history
there is regaJded as alr jnlporlanl \'ehicle lor outrcach scnices to conlDtl DLIF.5. I spoke t,,
scveral representatives of firnts sclling di4iijzation equiprnentt it scems thilt thc {oin{ ratc
for a (lualilv lilnl scanncr is .C60.0001

Concirlsion
l'or broadcnirlg perspecliYes of nlodern librarianship the ainuirl IFLA ConltreDce is a
uniquc e\rent- I am ver y- plcased to ha\,e had the opporlunitv of attcnding. c\,en ifo lvonce
in a lilctinle.

CRAGSIDD, NORTHUMBERLAIIID: CAT:ALOGUING THE BOOKS

Julie and Mo.lcolnl Wo.tson

It \\'as completely by ch:rnce that v,'e, as retired professionallv qualified librarians,
became in\ oh'ed with Cragside as volunteers for the National Trust. though we hacl
visited tlte house manv times. At a lunch at Kirklev Hall Collcge. \\,.here he \vas
Chairman olthe Friends, Malcolm found himself sitting next to thc then NorthLrmbria
Regional Director of thc National Trust, Tiffanl.' Ilunt. who sugqested that as a
bibliographer and a catalogLrer respectivelv $'e might be intercstcd in reco.ding the
books at Cragside. This led to a discussion rvith Hugh Dixon, thc Regional Flistoric
Buildings Ileprescntative and in 19971ve embarrked on thc task. armcd onlv \\,ith b
in. x 3 in. catalogue cards and some odd loose dranvers discarded by Nor[h Earst
England Guides.

It is intendecl that at some time in the luture lhe National Trust rviil havc a
computerised union cataloglle olthe holdings ofits libraries oi tl-rc valrioLrs propcrlies
and that entrics will be Standardised. At Cragsidc we had to devisc our own lbrnrat
\rhich lvas kept as sinple as possible and which rvould enable entries to bc suitable
for a union catalogue !&'hen the occasion a-rose. In 1999 d.re'l'rust appoinicd a Libraries
Ad\.iser. Mark Purcell. rvho lbrtunatelv approvcd ol-our efforts and who has since
become both guide and friend.

Cragside. situated near Rothbury in Northumberland, is not a great Englisl.r coLlnlry
house in the accepted tradition - it was the countn' home ol a wealthv. \.en



successful, Victorian industrialist. William George Armstrong, l st Baron Armstrong
(181O-1900), who formed an engineering firm on tneside in 1847. The firm later
became involved in the production ol armaments and lvarships.

Thc house was originally built for Lord Armstrong by an unknown architect bct$'een
1863 and 1866 but \'vas improved arld extended blr London architect Richard Normar
Sha$. bcir.veen t87O and 1885. Alterations and additions continued rvell into thc
l89Os. Lord Armstrong's engineering skills are reflected in the many innovations in
both house ar.rci grounds driven by a hydraulic s]'stem Cragside was the first house
in the &'orld to possess a h)'dro-electric lighting scheme. The grounds at Cragside
belonging to the Trust extend to about 1.ooo acres - the rocklr slopes rvith the
Debdor-r Burn running betq,'een were planted with a variety of conifers and acid-
lor.ing shrubs under Lord Armstrong's direction and cragside s rhododendrons and
az.rleas arc a splendicl sight in May/earllr June each year. There is also a formal
terraced gardcn. acquired by thc Trust in 1991, which is gradualll' being restored.
Thc remair-rder of the original estate remains in the hands of the Armstrong fanily.
.r.rlrouBlr the lill. i- no\^ exlincl.

Thc date ol the house and the nature of its creator preclude the existence of a great
library full of bibliographical treasures. 'l'here is a roorn lvhich is called the Library.
lvhich is where we began our task. but this is more ofa comfortable living room and
its lorv bookshclves contain. Ior example. sets ofTrollope and Bulwer Lytton. sonle
early books and examples of fine bindings and illustrated books.'fhe Library houses
roughly one lifth ol the ]rooks in Lhe house u'hich numbe. 45'tr2, aParr from ihose in
SLOIC.

Two other main roonrs on thc ground floor also contain books. In the Study, originallv
Llrdy Armstrong s sitting room, we lound books relating to estate management.
agriculture and natural history, whilst the Japanese Room (so called because of the
1gth ccnlury prints on the walls) has the largest collection of books in the house
and hcre the subjects range through liction and religion to local government
committee minutes and naval historv. Most of the bedrooms contain a small
collection ol books, mainly light reading or religion, with most of the books upstairs
to be found in the Morning Room rvhere English literature predominates.

For thosc who have u'orked in libraries and are used to a systematic arrangernent on
the shelves. 1-he books at Cragside aJe something ofa culture shock. The arrangement
on lhe sheh.cs is lbr the most part completely and utterly haphazard - in the Japanese
Roonr. John Chancellor's HoL, to be happllinParis L)ithout beitlg ruined!stands next
to a line late Victorian edition of Milton's L'ALIegro.

we must also .lssume that lhe books belong to the house and that thel' appear on
the sheh'es morc or less as the occupants of the house have left them. we n-iust,
horver.er, also remember that when the National TrlisL took over the hoLlse in 1977.
some books must havc gone to Bamburgh Castle (which had been purchased by
Lord Armstrong in I894 after the death of his r'vil-e) rvith the last Lady Armstrong
(Nlaria Teresa 'Mariella . i916 1999,widowof Henry Cecil John Watson ArmsLrong,
3rc1 Baron Armstrong of the second crcation, 1919 1987) and gaps on the shelves
mav have been filled viLh alien material.



'l'he book collection at Cragside consists oI a handlui ol eix,lv books bul nri,rinlv
r onllin- prinll.d lrook= or rhc Vr, tor i.dr l,erocl Jl-trl r\enlieth,, nturr 1,,, k-, ,,ll-, r, J
by I-ord Arolslrong s successors. I[\\'e have lailed to lincl bibliograpl , al Lre-]\l , \,
our rc\vard has been a grcater undcrstanding of the lile and tiDtes ol those *,ho h:rve
lir,cci ther e. It is regrett.able that ..'e ha'e lound so Ietv books reflecii.g re inLcrests
of the lst Lord Arnstrong - we can only sLrrmise that BambulBh aparl. his ntain
scientific collection of books lvas eithcr leli in the olfices ol his Els\\,ick \\ro.ks or
perhaps glllecl to sor.ne local insliturion(sJ. It is also sad ancl perhaps surprising
lhat the books on local history nllmbcr so l-ew perlt.rlls thesc too now sun,j\,e at
Ba rbru€h. 1'be interests oILord Annsrronq s N.jte. M garrt(1807 l g93), who helpccl
to lay olrt tlrc garclens ofCragsicle. nrav l)c r€llecLeLl rir lhc gard|ning books tvl-ricll
rcmain.

Lord Arnistrong rv:ts succeeded Lrv his great nephe\\'. \\rilliitnl Hcnnr !-jtzpatricl(_
Arnstrong. Ist Lord Armstrong of tl-te secor-td creation (lE63-1941). \\,ho won prizcs
at agricultural college. \ as interestcd in te arts, sen-ed on \:arious local conr'niLLees
aJld \!ith his nrrrsical llrst \rile, Winilrccla (1806 lgl4l.b.oughtupasonar.rl:ldirughter
(rve pi'csune that the e.rrlier children's books in the housc inclucling llcrthit ilnd
Flor-encc Uplons Colliwogg" books belongecl 1cl then). The rlaughler. Winilrecl
Margarct WLrlson Armstrong. sadll. died in 1912 aged lB. \\rilliarn John Montilgue
Watson Armstrong (1892 19721. 2nd Lord Armstrong ol the 2nd creation and hjs
fiintilv appear to have tr.[.cl]ed rvidelv and cnjo\.ably ilrdging -orl1 the rnitnv travel
.rrrd r: rrd" Louk. \\trr I' r, rrrairr.

Turn oI the ccntLrrv inLcrests (i.c. late lgth/ea.lv 2Oth ccntrrryl are rcllccte.l aL
Cragsiclc bv thc number ofbooks dcvoted to Daru.inianisl11. spiritualisnl. thcosopir\-
etc.. along with books on the European situation lcadiirg lo the Crcat War:1ncl ihil
war itsclf. V:1st quantities of fiction. including novels for: thc iJousckeeper .nc1 the
scnranls (caJlv 20th century ancl kept downstairs in what is now callecl the Conlmittee
Room) remain at Cragside. Perhaps this rellects the local \\,eather. Cragsicle.s rural
location, or pelhapsj,st thc fact that raclio and tele\.isiol) hacl nol'et cle'clope.l
but nlaybc it is alSo paralleicd bV the absence ofcrall books (wc ha\,e onlt, cljScove.e(l
one, on basket makin.ql and books on houseirold rnanaqencnt. inr luclir rq , , roken
One uroncicrs if thc novels \rere ordcred iiom catirlogues. sjnce while r,en, Icrv aie
Iirst eciitions, manv are reprints publisheci in the same vear. The rc.lclirrc ut no'rls
continued to lle a lavoudte pastime of the families at Crragside although r omaniic
fiction appears to give \1.rv to detecti\re novels iit lhc ninetcen fortics ar-td fifties

We ha\-e no library aicls at Cr.lgside - all that wc lound on a.r-ival \l,erc a \:en,old
card ll]e ol the boohs in the Librarv and a largc loose-lcaf ring bincler contptltcihl, a
previous Housekecper Lrsing the spines ol the books as thcy stoocl on Ute shelries.
This ring binder we ha\'c checked as \\e have movecl trum roont to room aclclirrg a
broad subject heading to eaclt title. Whcn the scason ends and the house is pui to
bcd fo. thc tvinter. \\.e take lhe queries we l-ta\-e antassecl and spend ou. .Cr'agsicle
linle" in the Robinson l-ibrarV of the Unive.sity of Newcas e rrsing thc BritiSlt MLrSeum
Cataloeue of Printed Books as an au .toritv file.

OLlr querics aJise nainly lrom lack of inlbrmation about headings ancl cl.ltcs. Many
iurn of thc century authors. manv of them lcmale, usecl pseudonyns (r)Lrr ia\.ouritc



is Thc Gcnlleman \vith a duster. i.c. Edward Harold Begbie!). Mai!' Engiish publishel s
thc majority of Cragside books are English lvere coy aboLlt re1'e.1ling dates (a good

examplc is the \\ralter Scott Publishing Cornpany) and nranY pcrsons with titlcs
needccl to be iclentilied- we have tried to take a coDrllloilsense approach antl thc
colrvolLlLions .rf thc British N4useLrm Catalo.gtte havc not alu':l-vs becn lollo\l'ecl
'l'homas a Kcmpis lviil bc lor:r-rd under Thomas. .ls in the NUC. not url.lPr FT:cminerlein

Tl]e National Trrist uiiion cataiogue compilcrs of the Iuture $'ill neecl to supply both
leferences ancl added entries. since ours is a onc book. one card system as \l'as
agreed at thc ouiset. Each volurjie has bcen gjven a fixcd location and this season a

Lcarn of\,olLlnLcers led bv a rctired librari.in has dustecl the collection ancl maintained
its orclcr.

ln addition Lo cssential inlormation such as the author, title, publisher, d:rte. etc..
u,c ha\-e inclLlclcd notes on each c.rtalo.-(ue carcl as approp.iate. llltlstr.riors consiclcred
iniportant. line bindings trnd limited editions have .!ll been notcd. along lvilh
cledications. o$,nership bookplitles (the virst nlajorit-v oI these ilre those oIwiniliedil,
llrsl lvife of william FIcnry Fitzpatrick watson Armstrong) ancl inlbrmiiLion about
prevjoLls locirtions.

we have colne across one or 111'o quirks for the Llnwal' cati]logl1er. mainiy involving
bincling \rhjch is a strang,e featllre of tlle Cragsidc colleclion. where vcry orclinalJ'
books har,c been given expensive bindings - a good example of this is to be lbuncl in
the bookcirse on the upper landing. In the Stucly. though dates on Lhe spines of
sonle \rohllllcs ofthe CoDnoisseLlr arc ctorrect, \'o1unle nurnbers bear no rclatioils to
Lhe contcnts which are nerel1' sclccted articlcs and can onlv bc recorcled :r
''iicomplctc - ln the Japarnese Room. A(is of Parli.rment relating to BlYth Ha.botlr
have becn bouncl togcther but not in cllronologicirl order - the mind bogglesl Thesc
ire but minor clcLarils and on Lhe rvhole, tbe recorciing of thc books has bcen
straighLlonvaJd.

ln thc surnmer oI 2001 . Mark Purcell \'isitcd the Northumbria Region. I Iis coll.rtion
at Cragsicle, with lvhich r.ve helped. revealecl tlvo books recordcd by Wing and trvo

listecl in the ESTC. In addition th.ll sumlller 1ve were asked to clivert lrom books at
Cragsiclc lbr a felv \\'eeks to sort out two hcaps of sheet mllsic plus sonll: bouncl
volLrmcs ol nrusic irnd sor-rg books \vhich bclongecl to the holrse.'l'his gave us the
opportunit]- to $'ork iri the Dralving Room, the granclest room in lhe house lvilh its
enorrnorrs marble fircplace, and one of the ple.rsantest The bouncl \rolunles wcre
Iull]' catalogued as before but the shcet nlusic \vas sortecl b]'insLrument revealing
piano ]ltllsic mainll'r belongil-lg to Winilredn. piano .rnd violin music .rlong \\'ith
tutors. perhaps 1or \\rjll and Winnie. her childrerl and quantities of vocal mlrsic,
bolh solo .rnd part songs, in English rlnd other lailguages (Gcrman. French. llalian
and e|en Rllssian) along with scorcs lionr posL Great \VL1r musical comeclies. This
was brielly listcd. \rarioLls odd items inclttded parts lor a nlilitary band quick nia.ch
ilrld a home-maclc cardlloard programme listjilg music to bc played for d:rncing.
unlbriLLnatciy Lrnclated but \\fiich Possibly took place at Cragsiclc perhaps as lartill'
enl('rlainmenl.

we hi1\'e now llnishcd Lhe cilLaloguing of the books in those parLs 01 u]e hotlsc open
lo the pirblic ancl ar(] to be lbuncl. usually on Monclays fthis is lhe rnost convcnicnt
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day for us to work since the house is closed to the pubiic on thart day). almost al the
top of the central tower in lvhat was a maid's beclroonl, now sel asicie lor the
prcsen'ation of the rem.lining bookslock. IIerc \\e have scparaled fiction liom non
llction. ?rrranging the former aiphabctic.rllv .rncl separating the non Iiction into very
broad calegories. the result mirroring the sllbject areas 1\'hich rr,e l-iad notcd in the
books in the public rooms. This \\'ill certainly occlrpv us for the resL of tltc season
and \\.ith qLrcrjes to sortr oul probably wcll into the next.

!-inallv. rve irLLSt pay tribLrtc to thc National Tnrst staff both rLt Cragside .rnd al the
Northunlbria Regionirl I leadquarters at Scots Gap. 'l'hroughout our lime al Cragsidc
we have bcen Ycry ibrtunate in lincling thc I IoLlse staff botlr liiendly a nd co-operittive
- thev have .rcceptcd us. borne \\ith our requ€sts and mzrde us feel welcome. The
Propertv Manager.rnd his secretary have also bcen nost helplill to rrs. whilst Fllrgh
Dixon and his assist.xrt. Panicla Wallheard. a1 Scots' Gap lla\,c always bcen there lo
guide us or giyc an]'advice or- pernlissiolt \\'hich rve have neecled.

Jlllie llrolson rras prcuiortslg Rq./irence CataIo{JLLerJor Ne:xc..stl<t CitlJ Librari.'s, lhcn (1

calqlogtar Ior Ne:]..ccr-sllc, rrpon 'l gne PoiUlechnic fnoLr) Northrirlbrie Uniucrsil0. Xl-J'lcolm
lltcrlson tlras preuioLtslll Ilead of DepertnlerLl o.[ It{ormatiotl cntd l.ibrar! NlarrageitcrLt,
NelDccrs I le upo n TU ne Polllt echnic (t1oL! lJorl hlimb ria Un iuer-\^ it'U/.

BI"ACK HISTORY AI\ID LOCAL STUDIES

Terry Dracher

Until recentlv, Black* peoples conlribulion to sociclv in ilrilain past and present
has bcen marginalisc(l b]'those rvho write and teilch histon.. arnd bv Librarians.
Archi\.ists.md other infornlalion prolessionals u'ho collccl and nt:rke accessible our
written and pictorial heritage. Yet Ulack peopic hirve becn present in Britain since
Rornan times. Moorish Soldiers, originalllr raised in North Africa. \re]:e stattioned in
Britain in the third cenlury AD. Tlrcre is wrilten and pictorial evidence of Black
people in the Royal Courts in the medieval and Tudor pcriocls. There was also a
significant Black populalion drrring the rei{n ofOuee!t Elizarbcth L Bv lhe eighteenth
century thev numbcred around 2O.OOO in London. These patterns arc also mirrored
around the coLlntlJ, incLLCling the county of NorthampLonshirei lhis arrticlc is \\'ritten
\ith spccial rcterence to the Northamptonshire Black Hislorv Projecl.

Our rcsearch irl Northamptonshire. zrs \\i[h otl]ers alround the United Kin{dom. has
denonstrated that rural and urban comnlLrniIies have nevcr been hon]ogenous. but
constantlyevoh'ing.'i'hcreforc.asLocirlStlrdiesLibri.rriansand./Vchifists$eshould
bc attempting to ensure that all of our diverse comntunitics, both past arrd present.
are rcflected in ouI collections. OI course, the fact that there have al\\'ays been
Black pcople within our conrmunities does not mean thtt those groups and
inclividuals \.vithin the prcsent Black comnrLlnities should .rLltomatically be intcreStcd
in learninB about Black History. Howe\'cr. jLlst likc an\/one else. it is more lil(clv
that any lninority or sociallv excluded groLlp will $,anL to \.isjt an(l use ollr collections
iI there is something they can rclatc to. The \\.ork that has becn undertaken in
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Norlhamptonshirc h.rs denonstrated this. It is also just possible thatt some young
black people can be inspired to fbllo\l' carecrs in Local Studies Librarianship or
A.chive Managcmcnl, \vhere lhere are traclitionall]- lew praclilioners lrom minoriry
g1 oups.

]'he rest of this llaller will denronstrate lhc ways in which l-ibrarians a-'1d Archivists
can iclentilV, collect and promote sourccs for' iocttl Black History that are most likeiy
contirinecl within their coliections. aird connect with thc prcscnt Black communities.

Sources for Black History

The earlicst recordecl Black prcscnce in No.thamptonshire disco\,crcd so iar is
containcd \\'ithin the Pipe Rolls (]1 1205. Nhich re1-ers to Peter the Sarercen a crossbow
nralier in Norlh.rmpton. \\hi1e it is al\vays \\'orth lookin.q at such rccorcls. nost
wrilten and pictorial evidence 1vil1 date iioln the sixteenth centLlry to thc prr:sent.
AlilloLrgh mLLch ofthe e\-ideirce comes to iight through s€rI eilclipitv. there are ccrtain
categorics ol historical matcrial that \rill usually contain rclcrcnces to a Black
prescnce.

Sorne LjbraJians anci Ar chivists who havc coilections covering large rLtral areas may
feel that lhey are Llnlikelv to lind e\-i.lence of an earlv Black prcsence- Holvever,
ivherc there are li.irge coLlnLry houses there is almost certainll to be lound black
scn'ru]ts/sla\.es. Likc lhc rcsl ol Ll.itain. Norlhilmptonshirc s economv was intertf inecl
Nilh thc slirve tradc. Mirnl. l:rr.qe lamilies cnh.rncccl lheir \\,eailh through the sia\.c
lrade and also brolrghl Lllack pcople to thc counl\'as sli1\.es / scn'an ls, such as
Cacs.rr Shii\\' at Althorp. Cilesar Prrisetti at UpLon H.r1l and Black Charles at
Boughton Flouse, who \\cre illLrstrated in lalnily portraiLs ancl p.irlicul!1r1]' fashionalllc
ir.r the eightceDih century. Such portraits will provide a good slarling poinl lbr
research. lt also follorvs tir.lL references r,vill be found in wilis. personal
corrcspondence, clcposilions and estaltc rccords. For example, the notable writer.
conposer. grocer ancl lorDrcr sel-\':xrt lgnatius Sancho is recorclecl in the records for
Llle tsruclent]ll lamil\' (Earl of Carcligan. Duke ol MontagLlJ at Dcene P.rrk.
Northanlptonshire. Slave o$'ning l:unjlies cart oltert be tracked through the registers
of cornpcnsation ol sla\.c oNners (PRO) ard c:1lendars (Jl tlovernment p.iPers e.g
America & wesl Inciies ancl Plantntions.

Therc arc also numerous entries lbr B1:1ck peoplc jn parish recor cls. particlllarly lor
bapLisDrs ancl burials (and. thereforc, pravestones), the inclrmbent oflcn naking a
point oI noting that an indiYidual rvas Black. pcrhaps lor claritv with regarcl to
settlcncnt uilcler thc poor laws. The lashion lbr.qiving sliLves cl.issical names sllch
as Scipio or Caesar also helps i cl elttific ation. For cxample . the registers 10r

BlatheNl'ck, Norlharlplonshire. shows a baptisln ol -williirm Scipio. Mrs O'B.ian's
Rlacl{ . othcr p.u'ish recorcls such as churchwardens a.nd conslaible s accounts also
provicle a rrcallh of informaLion. Incleecl, mosl ollici:1l documents sucl-r ils mjlitia
lisLs. school log books. Srrarter Scssions ancl Poo. Law recorcls wiil contain rclcrences
Lo ir Black prescncc. 'l'he Pvtchlcy schooi log book lbr 1869 nolcs A bl.rck bov liorn
-rvrica , wl-rile fh.. L777 iniiitia in Warklvorth, also in Northamptonshirc, included
''Hen.\, Gorclon, Black .
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Like other collnties, Lhere \&'cre also sonre notablc \.isitors to Northanrplonshire
such as the Nalivc Anrerican Mohegan prcacher Sampson Occom. John Anderson
thc lugilive sla\,c. the IJIack actor Ira AIdridge. Thc Aliican-Anlerican Fisk Jubilce
Singers, an llawaiian princcss, se\.cral AII-ican kir'rgs, sortlc Indiair leader-s iin.l Susi
& Chuma. the lbrmer sen ants ol- Da-,'id Livinqstone. Ir'rformation c2rn usLlallv bc
found through sorrrccs like thcatre playbills. biogr:,rphiclrl and autobiographical \\:orks
and, perharps mosl importirnUy, ncwspapcrs. Bl.the latc ninetecntl-r irncl twentieth
centu.ies photo{raphs bccome an imporlant source. In addition lo somc oi the
indi\iduals alreadv notcd here..r sizeablc colleclion \rithin Northajrrptonshirc Ccntral
library irlso inclucles photographs of solclicrs ancl sportsmen such .-rs Walter'l'ull. an
eariy Black proltssional lbotbililcr rvho playccl lbr Norlhampton 'l'orvn, and Black
Ame.ican CI's (lrlring World \\rirr II: enlcrlirincrs. (loctors and poli[icians.

Slmple Strategles for recording and promoting Black History

Atienrpting to rccord ancl promotc Black llistorJ'c.-ln.rppeirr to be an o\.e.\vhelming
task. l-ibrarians:rnd Archi\.isls have nl.rny constraints on ihcir tir c, bLLt thcre are
simple \vavs to bcAin. First yolr can limil anY rcsearch to sources likcly to contain
rcierences c.g. Newspapers during the moYctnent to abolish sla\,ery. torrrs b)'\'isitors/
entertaincrs, ancl cstale l).lpers ol slave owning/tradina familics. AIso it is worll]
talking to Local l-liston. ilnd FaDrily Iliston'Croups.rnci olher rcsearchcrs $-ho
s!stemalicallv look throueh rccorcls such as parish registcrs. 1'hc\, N ill bc clelightccl
to pro\.icle J'ou \\:ith cxarrplcs they have louncl dlrring tl-rrir research. -l'herclbr e why
noL also pl'o\.icle a logboc-rk lbr reseirr-chers to nole ilnv linds. Make use ol an(l link to
Black Historv websitcs to stirnulale rcsearch .rnd discussion. and srrbscribcr to groups
such as (he Black & Asian Stuclies Associalion. \\'hcrre therc is.tn ilctive Ibrunr and
a nelvslcLter pro\ricling lalesl inlorr]iation on rcsearch aroLlnd the coLlntn'.

To mole l)c].ond thcse sinrple striltcgies. \'ou onlv need one goocl e)iarmple to start a
project. 'fhc gravcstone ol-Charlcs BacchLls ir1 Culworth. Northamplonshirc. lccl to
an edlrcational project \viLh a \\'riter in rcsiclencc .rnd a locirl scltool. and it also
hebed pro\.ide a stimulus lbr thc creirtion ol a North.rnrptonshire fllack History
Group. Il you are unable to crealc .ln exhilJition or other projects on Ulack I Iistory'.
ensure the cxhibilions and pro olions vorr clo havc incluclc sorrc represcntation ol'
the Black presencc and cncourir{c teachcrs to use exnmples in ttreir Nolk \r.ith
children.

I-laving uscd thesc straLcqies. onc shoulcl not crpect indivicluals and groul)s fro )

the Black comlrlunit!' Lo siorpll' corue through yorrr door. Mrrch \ork will slill need
to be unclcrtakcn lhrough outrcach.lctivities. IfJ,orL clo noL ha\,e eas)'accirss to thc
communities. contact locirl Racial Equilit\, Councils or sinrilar oloanjzalions to
est.rblish links \vith con)munit! eroups ilnd indiliduals. Visit thcr)). espe.illh'al
places ol worship or comnrLrnity cont.es. and invile communities lo vjsit thc: librara'
or recor(l ollicc. Above iill. iL is inportilnt to bLlilci up trLlst \\'iLhin lhc Black
communitv. Too m.rnY iir)rcs the l)crception of thc Black conmunily has bcen that
oflicial orgauisations see their wol k Nith thenr :rs a tjck boli excrcjse. In partjcular.
tlrev.ire Largetecl cluring Black Historl.Month, blrt lbrgotten lhereailcr. While this
national cveni prolides a trseful locrrs lbr some initial aclivities. it is imporlant to
try to look bel'on(l it.
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Nalionallv Lhere are manv interesting projects beginning to emerge. For example.
the Archive and Mlrseum of Black Lleritage based in B-.jxton, London, is a Heritage
Loltrry Fund pilot project to provicle a national focus lbr materials relating to
Black History in Britain. while the Caribbean Stuclies Black & Asian Historv project
(C.,\SB.,\HI based iit Ure InstitLrte of Commonwe:rlth StLrdies has been a research
clemonstraLion project.rined at n.rpping resources irround the UK. There are also
local pro.jects such as thc Miilcnnibrum and BE-ME projccis in Birningham and
woh-erhanrpton respectivellr. and others that in some \vay are giving a voice to the
Black communilics itrouncl lhe countr].

The Northamptonshire Black History Project

In Northamplonshire wc are lortunate to hilve some solicl lbur-idations on $'hich to
build a project bilsed upon lh{] work of Lhc NorLhamptonshirc Biack His1ory Group,
rvhich \\'as lb.nlecl 1992 anci Lrn iddividual local reseirrcher. Paul Bingham. Around
the sam.r Limc Prolcssor Julia Blrsh.rt Universil.v College Norlhanpton produced
some rescarch highlighting the e.rrly Black presence, and ther e were also museum
exhibitions i1ncl a rcgional TV progranrme.'l'he Northanrptons]rire llcrcord O{Tice had
also been in\.oh,ccl in logging sornc evidence that came to light. O\.er the last five
years. North.rmptonshire Libraries & Inlormation Sen'jce h:1s also been conlmitted
to making its NorLhanpton shire Studies collections rellective ol the diverse
communilics u.ithin lhe cor-rntv, acti\.ely collecting inlbrnlation on local Black History
and helping pronoLe lhis throlrgh.rn exhibition, rvhich also Loured local schools
with a Royal ThcaLr:c. North.rmpton, productioil.

In 1999 indi\.idrrals and organisations cane together urrcler ihe Northampi onshire
Black History Project and decided to look lbr IILF lunding 10 Lake research further.
In Septetnber 2OO 1 the pioject was alvarded g360.OOO \!,ith other cont.ibutions coning
from Norihamptonshire Countlr Council. Liovds TSB and North:lmpton College to
brjng the project total to S5OO,OOO o\rer a period of three -vears. Wellingborough
Racjal Equalit_v Colrncil agreed to lle the 1eacl agency and other par-tners lnclude
Northamptonshir e Libraries & Inlornlation Service. Northanrptonshire Record Olfice,
Uni\-ersit\. College Northampton. LEA Advisory Sen'ices, communitv organizations
and indi\.iduals. Most importantlv. the project is built on genuine partnerships
with local commLrnities.

The aims ol the project are as lollo\vs:

. map existing rcscarch.rnd rcsourccs on Biack HisLon. in Norlhamptonshirc
' conduct new research
. collect archives of clrrrer-rt communitv organisations ancl in.lividuals {deposited

al the NRO)
. help train connunit-"- groups to org.rnise archi\-es [cspcciall], iI they do not feel

able to .leposit their records)
- collect oral & \'icleo histories ol conrmunitv pioneers
. creatc an interacti\.e wcbsile
' invoive commllnity as volunteers e-9. as researchers and advocates

develop IT ancl soft skills ofvolunteers ancl other individuals in the communltv
' c.e:rte edllcational resource material {this is to be a sepaJate project for the

liturel
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A Project llirector. Caroll'n Abel. was appointed in June 2OO2 and the posts of Or:rl
Historv Officer and Archivist/ Researcher will soon bc in place. The DirecLor is
responsible to Lr nrailagenlent conmittee made up of rcprcscntativcs from lhe
pnrticipating or-gilllizations and cornmunitlr groups. and indi\'ldLlals. There rvi1l also
be pro-iec1 olllcers Ibr Oral History.rnd Archives/CornmLrnity Liaison. ConsLlltation
wilh thc wider communily aiso takes place on a regular basis. rvhile individuals and
group representati\.es from the communitv have also been invoh'ed in the inteniew
process lbr the appointnent oI project oliicers. Il is hoped that this will provide a
tenplatc lor sinilar projccts aroLlnd the East Midlands region.

Conclusion

IL is clcar.r Lhat lhc history of Black people in Britain is graduallv receiYing the
attention it desen.es. Local Stuclies libraries and Record Oilices c:rn and should
plav a keY role in ciollecting, disselninatingand promoting resources for Black LIistory,
especiallv jl wc.rre to crcatc scn'iccs that are socially inclusive and eirsure that our
collections rellect our diversc communilies. Abo!'e all, as clemonslratecl b]' the
NorLharnploDShire Black History Proj{:ct, mLLch can be achieved frorn a small
be.qinning il lve c.rn build gcnuinc partnerships $ith the comniur-ri1] ilnd. most
jmportantll,. 'IRUST!

'l'erry l3rqcler Ls lrc(-rl Sludies Librarian. -l{orlhamptonshire Librdries & Irl&rmatioTr
Seruice

* Blach is cleliled in thLi contexL ol thc NorLhamptonshire Black Ilistorl'Project ils
anv individulrl or group who delines thcir iclcntit-v by reference to visibilit].vis a vis
the elfects olracisnr. It inclucles people anclgrotips lrorlvisible minorit-v communities.
especially those $,ith Alrican and/or Asian origins.

LOCAL STUDIES AND SOCIAL INCLUSION:
THE MIDI.AIIDS AND AIIGLIA DAY SCHOOL SDPTEMBER 2OO2

GLrenda Culkir an.l Rlrih Gor.lon

\ rat a dayl Fjfty l-ocal Siudies l-ibialians fion all over Lhe region. and eren lirriller allel(].
crar red olrrsehes jrLo Lire ernbarrassingll' small meeting roorn at the back ol Alfreton
librff! to.onsi.ler Nhat rol-. \r'e could plav jn losterjng social inclusion. It \\'as cenatinh.the
righl \:cnLrc 1br the deleg.lles to feel sociallv includcd. \1'c all kncw cach othcr !cq, wcll
belbrc thc cla!'[.as out as \\,e tbrnec] chejn gan{s to pass the tea ancl collee and trjppecl
o\,el each oUler's 1cet.

IluL llren a{air. Socjal lnclusion is c:(actly what MALSG is aboul. Whv clo we so selclonr
oller a lee 1o orrr speakers? Whv do r,e stage evenls i olfireat ]ocaliorrs like Bjrr{harn.
Flincklev nnd Allrelon? Recause jt keeps thc costs ol our events righr do\rn and rneans that
nrore people c.ll corle to them. Those lcss than perfect roofirs are chosen because the\.are
generolLsh' .rffered fiee ol charge bv Lhe hosring libraries. ixrd local caterers in s lirll to\r'r-rs
charge reasollable prices. 1'Lris nreans 1ve can offer Da) Schools on a shoestriDg. Local
Aurhorirics can. and do. pay lor se\,eral Cele(ates to attcnd thcn. Thcy arc c!'cn allorclablc
1or an irrdi\idual ij their cmploycr will nol fur(l ihe cosfs.
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(lf course, choosrng the right topic is vital in getting emplolers to flldd plirces crll an!'
course blrt Ior the Local Stuclies librarians themschres there is another dinlension At le:rst

as in)poatanl as the subject matter is the rarc oPPortunitv to net$'olk ancl share |loblerls
\r.irh colleagues frorn other aulhorities. This hidden bcnclit of our events is rraliimisccl b'
plrttjng orr :1buffel lunch so people can spend (ime chatting. 'lire .llrantitl and {luiiit! ol rhe

I,LALSG ]rrnches is becoming legendary. and Aliieton excee.le(l all Prc\:iotrs recorcls on Llris

score,

Thc da! got Llnder wa!'r,'ith Elizabeth Meh ose sparhlinB tler usual incjsile \r:]v through ller

kcvnole speech: alut or In? Social Inclusjort. DclLlal Opporlurlitjcs ixlcl Lo.al Stuclics.'
BLrlldin-L on quolalions liom Chris Smith _ Olre ofthe governrncDt s hjglresl prjoriljcs is l()
combat social exclLrsion - and.John Prescoll Departmerlls cannot jgnore s(rc]al cxchlsjorl
anv more il is part oI their everyclay work , shc clearlv oLrllinccl the |roblen areas arxl
offer ecl sol]lc solutions \vhjle acknowledging that $'ith lilrrilecl human and financial resorrrces

wc cannot achiere eve+'thing. She challenged us to thiDk about whai we as Local Sllrdies
Ljbrarians carr do to Promote our libraries. and ollr natcrials lar l]rorc scctjolls of thc
comnnrnitv. arrd to our o\r-n Librarv- Authoritics too erlsllrinq thal Lo.al Sirr.lies is in thc
lbreh(Dt of ne\v deYeloprnents lor Social illclLlsiorr'

Then Malcollll Dick shook us all \r'ith the sheer scale arlLl varict]'(r1 (he Nliilcnnibr1r1rl
ProjecL for whjch he $'as Proiect Direclor. He told us horv Birmjnglrirlrl pcople ha(l beell
dri vn to create a record of their expedences. beliefs contrjbuliorl to thc cornrrur)it] antl
hopes lbr the flrture. This massive project jncluded \ideos, crealivc $.rilirrg. recorcliD! oral
histoq'. collecting artelacts alrd photograph! He ll'arfirecl us \l-ith tales of nrischiel irs rhc
Kids Dle \iew of tsirninghan Pholo comPetitio promoted those aspecls of lhe ciij rlral
l.rcal colrrrciilors least \\'lshecl celebratc. He saddened us tith an oral hisiorl inien'jc\\' \\iih
a quiet. gentle Kurcl. gratelul to be allowed to rccorcl jtrst a littlc ol his peoplc s hisio[ that
has bee. deslroyed jn his honleland. Then he so(rked it to us in a viclco shorl ol a volrng
woman lro 1Birminghams Black comn]unilv who gave us ber vision Ior Rirdrirlgham irr rro

Llncerlain tcnns.

ThcD lrr ch. a chnncc to chat, share good and bad experienccs swap ialeas aLncl dra\r'nc$'
menbers in io thc nalional lrcal SLudies Group of CILIP and lhe loc:11 grouP rs lroth ACll\'Is

werc hel(l o{er the lunch Period.

The afternooD session began with Mancl-v Morris fronl the East tr'licllancls Oral Historl
Archive gi\.1ng us an insight inlo her projecl. Talking HisLodes, which is brirlrling togeilrer
thc lirsl large-scale collectio of oral historJ for Lcicestershirc and Rutl.rnd Shc \\'as Lloncst

aborrt thc problems ancl shecr time involved in rlaking ne\\'oral histol'\. recorclirlgs an'l
creating lranscripls. The EMOHA ofiers support ad'"'ice ard training througtrout the region
and sh; left lrany of us thioking aboul llo\v wc could iake aclYantage ol thc trajnirr{ allcl

cxperlise on offer.

Then Tern' Bracher liom Northamptonshire gale us thc clearest ilessage ol lhe clav \\illr
a f:rscinaling insight i to the Northamptonshire Black History Pro.ject No\\'a nraJor. clitclrrirll]'
filndecl project- Terry clemonslraled that a projecl likc thjs reall) can gro!' l-ronr thc smtllesl
beglnnings lvithoul extra staff or fundlng. All yoll need is to harncss the enthLrsiasn ancl

good\vill ol the local connnunity alrd keeP the l]lolneniurlr going o\.cr tinre Thc cnthusiasrrl
il the local Black connunjty resulted in a book being placed in Northanrplcrnshire Recorcl

Office in \'hich researchers were invited Lo rePort inlbrrrtation aboul Lilack pcople ftrun.l bJr

ch.rnce iD the coursc of lheir o$Tl studies. Now external fllnding \\'ill a{lc1 nc\\' dinrerlsions
io the irlreacly jnpressi\.e lo1umc of evidence collecled lNotc: Terl1 s papcr jtse]l- appears
else\vhere in lhis issuel.

The clay en.lecl l\'ith a livcly and prolonged roundup discussiorr' Is it North it'? Will wc re:rLll

reach an),bocly new orjust encl up sening lhe clcmands of our mosl \]x'ilerr)rrs lrsers? Is it
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bettcr to concentrate on increasing access to the most popular resources. eg photographs
and newspaper-s, and so reach as big an audience as possible, ralher than targeting specillc
groups of people? Ilow can we hope to do anything to mal<e our prenises nlore accessible
1vhcn \\'c know that there is absollrtely o charrce ol any funding?
'' Never gi\-e in to despair". sa_vs Elizabeth Melrose. Keep on al il, just keep chippiug awal'.
Orle ciay the Lide lr,ill Lrrrn. Soneone says he hasjlrst had improved lighting titte(l oler Lhe
silrdy lables ...after 15 vears o[ campaigning. Wcll donel says Elizabeth. That is a real
achie\:ement. feel proud! Now start working on them lor improved signing!'

In spite ol ihe inadequdcies of the Yenue the response to the day was overrvhelfilinglv
positive with Delv ll]ellllrers joi]ring the group; there \vcre [tany verbal atnd enailed
expressions ol lhanks and eYeh-one lvho conpleted their feedback form voted it either a
good or :tn excellent cla) . The cornne L lhal came up again and again \vas ho\\' unusual it
js to gct {our such passionate and inspirationai speakers together at a single cvcnt.

Gu-,.rnda Culkin is fom Ncr1j,Uills Library and Rurh Gordorr ls I{Jcai Stlr.ltes .i-i[r.{nan. Dcrb!/shirc

LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIAN OF THD YEAR 2OO2

l\4ariiyn Higson. Locai Studies Librarian for Telford arld Wrekin Courrcil has been arrar'cled
the Dorotlr].NIcCLrll.r Menbrial Pnze far 2002.

-l'he award was annolurced at the Local Stuclies Groups special 25th Anni\,ersarl'rneetirrg
at CILII' h-.irdquarters .r 4 Noverrber. In our Jlrbilcc ycar it is sortehor. appropri:1le Lh:11
jt \r,as maclc to a ljbrarian working ir1 :1n aulhorilv Nhich clid not exisl whcn thc LSG was
jnaLrglrrated in 1977. ln iact il r.as largcl]'for Marilyn s work in lr'ekiin{ logerlrer a local
stuclies senice for Tellorcl ancl Wreki Council- created io 1998, that the alvaicl \vas made.
In parlicrrlar her acti\'e inlolverrcnt with local organisations, rrser groups and other her'itage
prori.lers was held up as a n.rdel of collaboration and pronotion \rork. The Wrekin Local
Stucljes Foiul $'hich was lomrccl largcl]r as a resull oI her activities in 1997 norv includes over
t\v."nl! groups. rnr y ol \r'Lrich leature jn the annual clia4f crf events ar-rd guide to s{rurces.

Perhaps this is thc place also to urge more librariais to make nominations ibr this prestigioLrs
award. TLrere are rrrar-rlr local sludies librarians doing excellent a d intur\':rLjve work who
sholrlcl at le:1st be given the opporlunirv to \vin lhis a.!vard. The nominator does Dot have to
be a chjcf librarjan - Dominations are \le1collle fronl col]eagues and ser-!'ice rrserst the
nonrirlee. ho\r'e\-er, Dnrsi be it nember of thc Local Stuciies Group. Think aboul it before
norninations are callecl for. X,{ore details about the A\\'ard c:rn be obtainecl fron our Hon.
Sccrctary. Diana Dixon,

SILVER JIJBILDE CELEBRATION

The Group held iis Sih.er Jubilee celebration meeting at CII-IP on No\.e ber 4'r'.
-l'here were three shor{ talks pointing up p:lrticular aspects of the lasl 25 I'eirrs. L)on
Mar Lin spoke abouL Lhe Grria.lclirtcs aDd prolllems encounterecl belore Lheir receDi srrc.resslul
revisiolr. Iart Maxled girve ir briel histor]' of the Group since its inception. :rDd Diarla
Dixon lalked about local stlrclies bibliographv o\rer the years. Ahhough there \vas ir s lall
alrdience. it .lici incllrde three past Chairnen of the Group ancl we also s,"elcollted Diana
Wlntcrbotham- thc first winncr of the Mcculla Award ancl forlner long-t lc Contnllttee
menrber. All present had ir \-ery pleasant afternoon.



LOCAL STUDIBS GROUP ANNUAL REPORT 2OO1

2OO 1 was a sLlcccsslul and productive year lor thc Local Studies GroLlp. The seconcl
eclition of lrcal Sllrdies Libraries: Library Association Guidelitlcs -far Lacal Saudies
I'tou6bnil1PLtbIic Libroncs, cditcd by Don Martin, \1as approved bV the Public I-ibraries
Committee of LA Council and $'ent to the publishers at the end of Ure year to be
published in February 2OO2. The Group's other project, /rcal SLudies Librarianshipl
cL world bibliograph g, compiled by Diana DL\on, $as published in October bY l-ibrary
Association Publishing.

\[re organised a successfui programme at Umbrella 6 at $'hich the AGM lvas ]-reld-
The theme was social inclusion and local studies'. Speakers included Nasreen Akhtar:
Neil Bcnnctl; Joan Bray; John Gray; Don Martin and Elizabeth Mclrosc.

The Dorothy McCLrila awaJd rvas presented to Michael Marshnran of Wiltsl-ri.e Count\-
Librarics.

Therc rvcrc scveral changes jn the committee. Elizabeth Melrose sLood do\,'n as
Chairman and we walnly thank Elizabeth for her unfailing dedicaLion. cnthusiasnr
and encrgr in promoling the work of the Local Studies Group. P.rtrick Baird. our
Hon.Secrctary since l9BB. resigned and we are grateful to him lor his work on our
behalf. IaJl Mil-{ted took over as Chairman and Diana Dixon as Hon. Sccrctan.. \\rc
also rvclconcd a new committee member. Ed Button.

Ouru'eb pagc rvas geatl]' improved and th e l1:cals.LLtCirs libraJiorl aplxr.ued lNicc dLrrjng thc
year.

Rcgional activit]' flourished and our regional br.tnches continued to or ganise .l wide
\.ariely of acti\ities and events.

Midlands and Anglia held a day school on nelvspapers in Jlrne at uir]gham l-ibrarv
and a meeting on Emergency planning in November at Sutton Coldljeld.

North West organised a visit to the Smedley Hydro and the Ceneral Register OIfice
in Southporl Olfice and a day school on the Changing face oi l,ocal Studies .rt
Chetham's Libralr/ in June. An autumn daJ. school on Lhe census took pl.1cc in
Liverpool. For the first time the North west branch prodllced a Ne\&'slcttcr for menbcrs.

The Scottish b.anch visited the oflices of the Glasgou IJer.lld and orga nisecl neet ings
on Sollrccs lor transport history and Scottish photograpl-rv. Thev irre planning to
publish a Handlist oI photographic collections in Scotland.

The Welsh branch held a meeting on 'Heritage Lottei/ Fund: the oppor:tunitv s there'
at the National Librarl' of Wales.

Thc Local Studies Group is represented on BzuCMICS: SCAM; U.re Consultative
Group on Nc\.vspapers and the Black and Asian Archives Working Group.

Diana Dkoft, Hon SecreLanl , L,sG
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FROM OUR CILIP COUNCILLOR

Il seerns lhat all l)le CILIP connnilLecs have rvoken up and are starting to organisc,{uirrnln
rrreetings irr October. As I altencl the Council, the Professional Developnrcnt Comn]ittee arrd
the lntcrnntional Pinel- this hirs bcerl a feat ol tinc tlanageinent. I reporl some sllcccss in
lhe use ol paperclips an.l highliehtcr ro or€anise the documentiltion sent out onl)- a few
dals in ad\:ance. I had qucried sonle agenda items in mv mind and \vas pleased to hcar
nore exl)cricnce(l lDembels in Lhe crorvded Council nieeting comnlent orl these.

There hilvc beer) sc|eral issues at lhis mecting that might be of iDterest to orrr Group
nlenbers. clllite apart fr{rn the 2yo increase iD membershlp subscriptioDs. Rcports lionr
lhc CILIP Direclols $ere labled ancl the very detailcd CILIP Regulations werc discussccl
and arnenclecl. Ir) thcse. sections 96 to l0l cleal lfith Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
describing hoN these mav hc set rp b-v ihe Council. the composition of the conrmitlees.
and thc ccessitv lbr thc Group Ciorrncillor to repor_t back not only to everv comrni{tec
neeting l)ui also to the a rlnl gcnerill meeting. Scctio[s l02 to 104 on Associated Members
ot SICls. irllo\L prilclitiorl(,'rs \hcJ are interestecl in a specific subject area to .join a
rcpresentittive (;roLrp. \rilhout recessilrih' joining thc urlrbrclla orgarisation. This regulaticJr)
Nas carr_icd \\ ith tlre promisr of re\.ie1v after a ycar, despite dissent fronl those who corsiderc(l
that it millrl encoLlrage sorre to avoid thc annual CILIP subscription.

'l'hc clite dcd AJlrrual Rel)(xt for 20Ol was presentcd showing the c:iten! of inernbers'
iovoh-eDlcrli in thc infomatiorr lvorl(]. Fronl a lotal meDbership of 22.939 sonre 5.177 ha<1

come irorn the plrt)lic libran secLor- The Local Studies Group reporl described the hjghlights
ol thc Croups aclilities al()ngside tlle accolrnts o[ t\!'enw threc other (;roups.

'l'hc I'.rlici Devel()l)lllcrlt (])rnnrjLlee arld othcr rele|anl pancls ]lirve bcell askecl to look .rL

an\' prcriollsh' prrl)lishccl Lil )ran'i\ss )ciation guiclelines to ensurc that out-01_ date clocrrnents
are Nilhclrawn- i\lcan\vhilc consultation on tlle ambitious drali Corpolatc Plan hacl bee
cafficc] oLlt ilncl it \\'as sllLrtar! lo note llral there had been only ll9 responscs io t]1c
exercisc. including tlnrsc Irorr lhc Ciroups. Obserlalions on the Plan hacl asked thal the
rolc of CILIP as ir(hocale should bc stressed. as should tlrc irnportance of Grolrps as
cornmunilies of kDo\ledgc N'ith a kev role in professional development and in sharing and
highliglrti { go.xl practice.

I aln a nrcrlrl)er of tlre hrtcrr)atioDal l)anci and was a delcgate at the 75'r' IFL\ conlcrence in
GlasgoN last,\ugrrst. I had been ablc !o renew naDy ol lhc intemational contacts rrade l)v
the Local Studies Gl.oup, nlecting rrp with supporters of ]ocal studies librarianshjp fronl
Gerlnan\'. Lat\-ia Finlancl rul(l Hungary as Ncll as thosc nanning lhe paolessional lrcal
Studies Croup star)d- So I \!as interestcd in the Council reports rln this slrcccssfill
internatiolral cverrt. Moling lbnvarci 10 2003. rhrough the minutes olthc Enterprise Uoard,
Ilernarcl Nil\,lor. Director cJl Stuclies lbl the Unrbrella weekend study scltool, requcsted that
the Groups preseDtcd stron{ l)r-ograrrn)rcs, \!'hich \rould attract tltc menbers and. cspecialh'.
their emplo\'ers so lhal thcv Nould elrcourage stalf to attend.

'lhcse rre nrv irnl)r'cssiors ol r ] sccond CoLl cii meeLing. I hope that iurv rneml)er o[the
Locd Str(li.s Grolrl) \'ho llas an\_ corlrment or itD\: issues that Lhe]' tnight $ish laken to
Council lerel \\'ill c(rrtacr r)le.

EL,,ebctll XI(lrasc
TcI:01609 767aOO
c ntoil eliz ab eth. melro se@ no r thVo rks. go9. uk @ Charrered nsr r!re of

Library and lntorma! on
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FROM OUR SUBGROUPS

The North \yesl sub-croup reporls that, \iith the aid of funcls liom the national
group. il has bccn irble to bu]-:r digjtlll clrmera. L]'nn Kno$'ling has alreilcll'pllt iL to
good Ltse ancl \:i11 llc rcprocirtcing solllri ol lhe iina.ges in i he nexi newsle1.1e.. u,hich is
\vell urrcle. way. It is also hoped to prochlcc ilrilges lbr tlre rvcbsite- It is irlso reporled
thaL thc proposed clajr school on lirn.ling hacl lo llc carccrllccl cluc to a lack olck:lcgatcs:
ho\l'ever, it has bcen resctrecluled foL next autumn. perhaps to lle rLln in conjLlnction
\\'iLh nruseuil-ls or archi\,e boclies. Mcilnu.hilc. tlre group 1s planning al Sprjl]g n-rectjng
on crimc :rnci lllrnishnrenl .ll l-anc.lster CasLle in April. The subgroLrp s AGM \\'irs
lield or) 121r'Decclllllcr al M:inchester Ceirt.itl Lill.arJ, iin.l pro.lucecl changes in the
olficers. Susan I lalsteacl stoocl clorvn as Trcilsur er. and is sllcceedcd by Flileen Flunre.
Mike Eddison. Ure Secretary', also .esigne.l. ancl r\licc Lock u'as appoinlcd in his
place. A great clcbt oi -gratitude rnusi go 1o both for lheir rvork over llany \rears.
Luckjlv lheir expericncc $.i11 still bc .ryirilable as llle\. irre bolh re[li]inin.( on the
co[rritLcc.

,\licllan.ls .rn.l Anglia r el)orl 1he su.cess of thcir Dal' School on social inclusion aL

Allreton in Scptember: iL \vas a sell-out. A rcport on lhc clalr as a wholc ancl Lhc
paper by Tcr[. Rracl]er appear else\\'here in this issuc. Morc rcccnlly a da]'school,
''Preser\'ation on a s}roestring'. u'as helcl at Norr'ich. This also alLraclcd a goocl
attenclancc to hcar i$'o of the Nlltional Prescn'ation Oficc stilll c1c:11 \\'iLh r.arious
aspects of Lhe topi.r. l.iriLrre pllrns inclllde a clay school on L1mi1,"- history lor thc
lifelong sluclcnt laier nerl \'ear. 'fhe slrb groLrp havc dccick:d thal llrturc ircti\-jlics
\\'ill lirrg.el].bc tull clal' rneeiiirgs. as i1 seems easicr Ior pcoplc to llc illlic [o iiLLcncl
thcsc-

Altcr tlre successfLll 'London N{:1zc in March 1l-re lrrr.lon turd anE Collnlics sllb
group is planning ils ncw actj\-ilies prolrilr-trr]re: Ure first e\.ent is likeh'to be anothcr
l-(nldon Milze aL the Gujldh.rll Ar t Gallery.

!-rorn Northern Ir€iancl. the t,lSC I-ocal Studies Panel reports th.1l Lhis Yca-r's annual
senrinar lvas on Kilh arnd Kin . concentrailing on senrices librarics can proviclc lor
the thnil!' rescaJchr:r and problems pecrrli.ir to Northcrn lrelincl: aborit lhif t-v pcoplc
attencled. It \1'as noLecl that Lhe Dellarlnent of CLllture ancl LeisLrrc (lill is awarc o[
problems re avail:rlliliLl. irnd location of resources in Northcrn Irclancl anci hopcs Lo

ildclress this as parl o[ an oYer.rll tourist strateg\'. It is also -r(:portcd dral lhc ELNI
projecl 1br a singlc on linc c:1L:lloguc lbr all five Eclltcation ancl Libran'Boar.is ill
NorLhcrn Irellrn(:i has iniplications 1br loc:11 slrrclies in thii it \l,ill hlrve to acconrmoclatc
five diflcrcnL local stlrclies collection classificalion svslenrs: workir-rg parties :lre
ircldressing lhis probler]r.

Thc \l'elslL sub group reports lhat, whilc sc\,cral of i1s nlembers enjo!'ecl a \:isit to the
Rhonclcla Heritirge Parl< at Trehafocl. ancl Lhe guiclcd tour ri,lticlt tltev \\'ere qi|eil. the
plaDne.l Dalr School to ceiebr ate tl-re 25th anni\'ersal' oI LSG lo t]c hcld in Abcrysl\\r1h
in No\,enrber ha.l to bc canccllccl chlc lo inslrlllcient sullport- BecaLlse of their othcr
commiLmeDts. several ol the sll]l groLrp s ollicers and contniitlee ntembers $,isl-r to
retire at thc end ol-U-leir lerrn in [4arc]r. Ne$,\'ohlnLccrs lor Lhese l)os1s are ui{en1h
reqLlircci.
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AI,AN BALL LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS 2OO2

The Alan Elal1 Awirrcis \rerc esrabljshed to cncourage the publicalion of local hjstorv by
Pllblic Libraries and Local Alrthorities. Thev are organjsed by the Library Sen.ices Trust
ancl this is lhe eightccnth rear thcv have lreerr arv.u.dccl. so LheJ,have becorne an cstablished
part of the librirr]' arvards scene. 'l'his ycar the judges made the m.Lxinlum unlber oI three
awards. ard c.rrurerrciecl a lurther publicaticrn.

TLre A\r'arcls are:
Durlrirm Counlv Council lbr Tl.r. Ceit:shead Gurkhas bv Flarn Moses. This is a llrst-class
and hanclsomelJ produced rcgifirental historv. enornollsly clelailed and well researchecl;
Ne\vcastle upon Tlrrre City Council lirr' ahssing lhcr -IUne bV Friink Manders and Richarcl
Poits.']'his is an exciellerrt accolLnl of the Tvne s ri|er crossings. eDbodving social hislory
as \rell as enginccring hislorv. and writterr jn an agreeable way for lhe gencral public;
i-oDdon Borough of Soulhwark for Tltc Stort/ al lSatrkslde bv Leonard Rilev and GeolT
Vl. r.h.,1.. Tlri- i- .r -oo.l L,, rl\1 lr pr,{.|,F.1 lt. or' ,, l.,rt o. n- b.ro rih. \rfi re.r ro
appeal to a \\.ide publjc.

The judqes leh that it $ as {'orth corntrerrtiDg that the NeNcastle and South\vaJk pLrblications
rvere inspired by reccnr clevejopmcnts i the arcas cioncerncd GirLeshead Millendiun
BridBe ancl Tate Moderrr rcspecli\:elJ'. Thjs sho\\s how irlteresl jn solnething nelv calt lead
to .rn exarrjnation of a \r,ider context (Tvne crossings) or a geographic.rl arca (Barrksjdel.

The alomnrenclccl \vork \r'as:
Nottinghanshire Countv Council ancl Derblshirc Countl- Council far Ccorge S.rn.i(]rson,s
XL4 TLL,errtL/ rltil. s Aroutld Nl.u1s-li.kL. 1835. Tlris is a good examplc of co operation betu.eer
ncigh])ouriDe local arrlhorjtjes. resullirrg in a clear A.1-pagcd reproduction. as irvo booklcts
in a slip case. ol an carll \'iclorian m.rp thar originalllr mcaslrre.l rrore than se\.en leet
across. Wcrc the jrrdges pcrmiLled Io mal<e a foufth a\rarcl, Llris most cerlainlv ha\re been

A linal cdlrment from ttLe jucigcs \!as Ihat it is slrarrge that the elllries for the Alan Ball
,\\,ards arc stjll alnrost all prinied itcms. TLris vear they receifecL one CD ROM. Carlerl.rn
liom Oxlarclshir. Countl. Council. $rhile this wits not givcn irn A$,ard. it w.nld havc been
uscful to be irble to corrp:rre it \,,ith sinrilar projects frolll other local authorities ofwhich,
sruel\-, lhcre Ill rsl be a signjficant nunber. 't'he judges. therelorc, would like to point ouL
thal loc:rl authorities should nol regard the ,\l:r tsall A\\.ards as purelv prinL,baseci and
shoulcl consjdel srtxtitljng iLetrs sLrch as tapcs. CDs ancl CD ROMS.

CongralulatioDs to all Llrese aurho ties {.utd to the authorsll.

NOI_E: clid \rour allthorit] nlake an enln Lhis vear? ll not. \yhy rrol look at I.our new
publications prolrarlllnc and lllirrli aboui it lbr ncxt re.rr? F_or more iirfonnatioD aboul the
A\virds contact Eric Wjntcr at Llie'lrusts nffi.F rt 7 RrLlEm.uDi Street, Lonclon WCI 7AD,
tel O2O7 255 0648. Ernail cric.winLer@cjlip.org.uk

MORD RECOGNITION FOR LOCAL STUDIES PT'BLICATIONS

Local studies pubjicatioDs clid rvell jn olher prcstigious conpctitio s. announced at lhc
CILIP Arvards Girla Prcscnt:rtiorr Dav in No\.enbcr. The BestermaD/Mccoh,in Medals lbr
outstanding works ol reltrence pro\idccl Llvo cornrnenclatiorrs:
In the Clecrronlc category Trolrfrkrd Imarl€sj trosters a d tn-Jqcs al tlE Not rcrn kelend
conllict -fra r llrc Liletr II\LI LibrerLt \ras highlv conrlendcd. Thjs CD-ROM corrtains more
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ihan 3.OOO posiers inr.i arlelacls docrrnenting the Northern lreland conflicl. laken honl
the ljbrary's political collection. In acldition to Yisual jtcns thcrc arc 50 experl cssll\rs on
mator erents anri llrernes. 30 rrirniles ol audio jnteniex.s and deLailecl rescarch noics lbr
c\rcrv inage.
In thc Printccl catcgor_r, Proper Brurfittic: e dk:Lk 1erlt ql Bintrirgltofil Lror.i-s al.l Irlrr.rse-s.
rompjlccl by Carl Chinn and StcYc Thornc ancl plrblishcd bI Llrc\iiD Books \!as Conlulc[clc.l.
Tlris \,'ork is Lhe lirst attempt evcr to clocumcDt thc tsirmjnqham clialccl and as Ncll as
being highll'inlbrnratile is also lun
irr the ClLlIr/Emeralcl Public Rclations ancl I-Llbljcjt! Awarcls. Irrintcci PLlblicit] [lar.rial
categorv. a ComurcnclatjoD \\'cnt to tsolton ArchiYcs and l-ocaL Stlrclics lor -Bill Nnrl!/hlon
A(lliu.,. Bill NalrghtoD is a thnous local pla!'wright ancl thc archi\'c bljngs toscLhcj-r'rjtjngs.
artjcles. photo(raphs aDd cLrttings. ancl thc clcscriplj|c boolilet js bcautilLrllJ, clcsjgnccl ro
promole lhe collection. The guicie ancl archilc jtscll haye alreadv recejYecl cxtcnsj|c nrcclia
c(r\ierage.
In Lhe Spons{r ship ar(l []rrtDel sl rip categ.rr Y llrer e \r'as a Clorlrnrer ld ir lior r irr A N.rl:.tl'l rediLit)]).
Ir.rnl PLrrnoLrLll Libr.rry Seni.es. Cil\' N{userrlrr an(l J\rlG;rllen. This p:rrlrrershil) prr)nx)le(l
the local studies colle.Li. ancl ar.hi|e. clrartirl{ ihe liyes .rl Llle lo.irl people ol rhe Deronln)r (

arca \!.ho \\'ere directiy ilTectecl bl the Do.klard drrring rhe l9 i1n.l 20r'.enlurins The
NaL,dl Tr&..lraaon projcct itsclf \vas funclccl b)- thc DCN,IS/\\,'oIlson Uritlsh Flisrorr ClhnllcDqc
t'und. Qualjt!'publicalions ancl printed publiciLv were enLrancerl bv appropriate brandiDg
ancl ha|e prove.i successlul il] Lhe pr{) r.rLiorr o[ \r'a]ks. tall(s irn.l \.isiis. aD(l speci;rll\'
printccL postcarcls wcrc Llsccl to cncollragc parLicrpants to rccorcl thcir conlrncDts. a1l oI
\1.hicrh rrere positir.e. Irromoliorr has also l)een exlended 1o tlre locirl rnedia ard lhe prolissional
library wcrrLd.

COMMUNITY, COLLABORATION AND CELEBRATION: VAC, 2OO2

Eltzebeth LIeLrose

In .Jull' I attencled the lenth anniversary conler e ce oI the HLrngarian Locnl Slu.lies
Cr oup. One .)1 1l-re nianY highlights lvas a crlrise up the River Danube to Eszter gonl
rvhere a nrodem briclge connects I ILlngary lvith SloIakiil- The cruise boat \\'irs oorecl
and tl-re coni_erence delegates. lvith \.ideo canrerirs ancl pr{]ss in attenali1nce. nrircle lor
the rniddle of the bridge to allow the Cha jrman ol the I lLrngilr iitn CroLrlJ ancl his
Slovlrkian counterpart to sign and ex.hairge scrolls ofco oileration alll:i collilborirtion.
All this 1o ihe great amazement of car passei-rgers iucl p(:clestriilns qLreLring Lrp lor
ihe passporl control betlveen the two countriesl Alter this cerefilonv against the
backdrop ol the rj\,er, 1l-re clrriositJ o[ t]-re plissers blr ixrd the gravit", of Eszte.gonl
Cathedral on the horizor]. the scrolls rvere rollecl and the Slolakian .lele.Qale lell io
w:1lk:rcross to hcr o\\.n counLn..

The main conference \.enLle. ho\vever. was Vic. th(: hisLoric town on Lhc Danullc
Bend \\'here tl-re Hlrnga.ian Local SlLrdjes Group hiicl held ils !er\. first nieetinq.
bclorc lhc Group rvas ratiljed b\-the Association oi Hungaian l-illrarjans. \,{e bersl-lil)
oi the Grollp has gro\l'n lrom iLs carl)' lleginnings. lls members hil\.e acLiYch. arnd

successfull]' pronioted local studies as a vital part of library pro\.ision in modern
Hungary. Anrong tll e l0,l con ler ence dele-qates \\,ere not onh' colleagLres froni Rorra nja
ancl Slovakia bul also thc Prcsiclcnt of thc Associ.rtion ol HLugarian Librari..lns rvho
lbrmi.rlly opened a splenclicl photographic exhibition in lhc To\\.n Library ilhrsLrating
lhe \\'or-k of tl-re C.oup over the pllst clecade- I wirs present as a guest \1ith arl
anniversary letter ol.qreeting froin the Chairman ofthe UK Local Studies GroLLp lbr
our sisler orQanislli ior-l.
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The lbrmal conlerence covere.l man]'of the issues $'ith $'hich local studics libra.ians
are faniiiar in this coLrntry: is therc a place lbr the stlldy of 1ocal history in an
increasingly global en\.ironmcnt? thc manageneni. of local studics collccLious: local
studies arld thc jnternet: copvright of elcctronic material: digitisation progranrnes;
consen'ation ol clocurnents ancl source malcrial; co-operaliorl rvith muscullls alllcl

archive depaltncnLs. OLher disclrssions \vere morc parlicula. to a country $'hose
pcoplc have oI necessitl' bccone part of a Hlrngarian diaspora: partnerships with
local stLlclies dcllau tnreDts in Slovalii.rn putrlic libraries: problems ofdiffering l.utguages
jn the creation of colllmon clal!rbases; ]racklogs in thc org.uris.rtion of mailerial relaling
not c,nl1' ro Hungarian minorities in other slates but also to loreign tnclaves sLlch
as the Gcrman groups lvho hacl lo leavc Hungarl. A unique session was dcvotecl to
biographical papcrs on outstinding national librari:rns ol Lhe past. part ofthc hisloric
heitage ol the prolcssion.

Other events \vere irlso planned excellcnL $'alking tours ofthehistoric bLlildings in
the town. 1le Tclvn H.rll. lhe Franciscan and the Pia rist chllrches. I-ibrarilins \1 onderecl
at the irvesomc clisplay ol nredieval coffins in .l muscum crypt. !ttterldecl while:1
wreath lvas placed b]. the plaque commemorating Lajos Katona, lounder of the To\.vn
Library. ancl stood bJ. as :1r1 inclepenclent party of re en.rctrnent soldiers marchcd
along on a similar trlission. There was folk d.rncing. mrrch good lbocl, clark coflee and
palinka along lvilh 1 1'sry special cixrdlelit cvcning in the l-ibrary garclen.

At the encl o[ lhis rnosl eDjo]'able of confcrcnccs. I took an aliernoon to walk south
do$'n thl] c]'clc path l.o r Vac to the next \.i1iagc. through ir park. bv.i lake peoplccl
with fishcrncn. I lollowe.l the Danube 1(] a look ou1 point \\ltere I collld sit on thc
river bank. $,alch the tolvn in the distancc. :rnd hopc that my lack of language hacl
not naclc mc too i iring i1 gue st. I h:rc1 hacl an rxcellent aild inlormative tine. mcctrng
Lrp l\iLh lliends anci incidcnlallJ.Laking on a lew sl]lall tasks for the Hungarian
Grolrp- I do reDlember, howe\,er'. that or1 the Danube cruise I had notcd that e\.etl
sjngle one of the li\-e tr.nslators allocated 1o ne \\''as last asleepl

EiizabeLLL \lelrose is RqkrenceAdDis€rJ: Norlh yorlr.s/rir.' Libraries dnd a pasl Ct@lrnlatr
o.l I,sC

UMBRELI.A 2OO3

As mcnLioDcd in our Eciitorial. Umbrclla 2003 \\,'iil once agaiil be held in Manchestcr,
just aljLrLll thc only place which c.rn be lbnncl \\ilh suitirble acconlmodaLion for
people. lectLlrc rooms ilnd tl-re exhibiLion. As on all prcvious occitsions, tl-ie Local
Studjes Croup, along \vith Lhc olhcr CILIP Gr oups, wjl] be playing a lLrll part. $itl]
a fulJ prograrnnre. The theme lor our scssions will be l-ocal Stuclies in thc 2lst
Century". \\rhile oLlr progranrme is not yet finaliscd. it is anticipated that there rvill
be. aniong othcrs. .L scssion on Volur]teers (joint Nith CSGI. onc on Local Studies iil
Library Bujlclings alrd onc on lhc Blitz Kids project. Also suqlesLecl arc p.rpcrs on
PhoLo Lonclon (a porLrl). on storyteiling for 1oca1 sLudies librarians ancl a joint
session wilh ISG on access to newspnper jnformation. All o1 lhese papers looh
lascin|rting kcep yotrr c1'e s open lor jniormirtion in Up.lar{', allcl lor lhc lull Umbrella
pr-o{rarlrme r.hen it is scnt oLrl. and alart yollr 'lraining Officer to lrotlr rnteresL in
att"^nd jng.
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NOTD.SAIIDNEWS

Re.enl notes in Bacltlrac/c-s. the newsletter oI Camden Locill StLLdics and t\'chiYes
CenLre. renjncl us that maLcrial can come fro[1 all sorls ol-sources. -A 1]Ltilder rcccntil'
lbund a c:rrrier birg o[ niateri:1l in .l house that \\'as bcing renolatecl. and it lvi1s
passecl on to lhc Centre. It containcd lla]ler s ancl lanril]' photographs of Mr. Charles
Paul. a resident in thc borough tbr most oI his lile. Anothcr acquisilion. of t\\'c)

small skctchbooks of delightlul watercolours. came throtlgh a letter from Mrs Oram
in Camborne. rvhosc greirt grancllathcr was Ule artist, ancl rvho til Lhe tinle of lhe
ccnsus of 1881 was living in Keniislt Town: thcl' inclucle som(r lovclt'r'icrvs o1

Flampstcacl Hcath uncler sno1v. A Itulher report in this isslle records the help giverl
to Lhe Centre b\.volunLcers. Margot Shcll.ry has been listing lhc Ceiltre s collection
of sc\.eral tholrs.lnd sliclcs to provicle a compulerised A Z form:1l lhaL c.rn no\\' be
easih' sc:lrcrhed ancl updated. Otlier \,olunteers are sl:irting Lo inclex a cieposit lronl
the Hcrnpstear.l arld Hiqltq(Lle Express o1 sonte ten yeitrs oI phoiogr aphs usecl in the
ncwspaper and lvl-rich at prcseill ar e icientificd only b-v- ihe eclition o[ Lhc ne\\'s]lirpcr
in which theJ' irppeaied. Thc volul]teers $'i11 bc iclcntill,'ing ar-ld indexing cilch incli\iclual
picturc. \\,hich will nrake this a r-nlrjor resourcc:lvailable to Lrsers.

Tancside Local Stuclies ancl Archi\,es hils pttt ovcrr 12,000 olits olcl pholographs on
the wcb. so thirt thev are ar-ailirble all over thc worlcl aL the click oI a motlsc. Thcv
inchlclc \-ie\\'s o1 the nilre towns jrl the BororLglt. industrjlli scellcs. sporL. arliltcur
dramaLics. pubs. schools and civic events. Althotlgh onll' part oftllc o1d photograph
collection.rL the l-ocal Stuclics l-il)ran'in Stah'llriclgc has so lar bccn scannr:d- thc:

electronic versioil:rllolvs much more llexillle scarchin!, ol rllarlv clillcrcnL lormats ol
images: Ior inslance the cliSiLis.ttion pl ocess has allorved the intcgration ol jm:1.1-lcs

\l'hich had pr eYiolrslv been held onlf in negalivc lorlllilt so thaL Lhc coliccLion rnirv
secm Lo ha\-e grown enornously to anl"onc usi:rd to researching Lhc photogr.rphs irr
thc Librarl. Copies of the pictures can bc ordered online. As a rcsult ol the web
initiati\-e. tl-re Local Studies Library has alreacly received commcnts liom people in
thc United States and Can:rda \\'ho have foltnd llleir ancestors..1nd sorlleiirlles e\ren
themsch-es. on the clat.ibase. You can l:1ke ir look al thc lltrotographs on
\1\'!v. Lanleside.go\'.uk/hislory

A list o1 Local Stlrdies Librilriillts in Scotland has been plrblishccl in lhe lalesi issue
ot LOC,SCO'|, the journal olour Scottish sub grottp h-ol 4 no 1. Atrlurrn 2002. pp13
161. LOCSCOT al$'avs carrics inter-esting items. This issue inclLlclcs. Ior inst.lnce. ,Lr-l

article bv Eliz:lbeth Carlrichacl on sources 1br lamil]'historf on thc \\tcb. as rvcll as
oLhcr contribLltions o1 iirterest to pcoplc ouLside Scotlancl. including an ilel11 on Lhcl

Georgc Macdonalcl Coilectiorl: Maccionalcl (1824-1905) is wiclely regar.lecl as the
originator ol lantas-v as a new literrlrJ' genrc. including sLlch children s all-tilrre
classics as AI the b(rk oJ th€ North ruin.i. There is also a short clescriplion ()1 il
cooperati\re operalion undertaken b]. :1 group o1-\'ohlirteer litlrirriirils \f ith the help oI
their authorities to rescllc and distrilllLte to lilJri'rl jes copies oI O.S. lrilps rlo longer
r.reeded by the i-and Registry. Thc jolrr-nal is al$'aYs er good reacl: lor hrrLhcr detajls
conl.rct joint ediLor Ann Nix. at thc Eclinl)trrgh Roonl. Ccntrirl l-ibran'. George IV
ljriclgc, Edinllurgh EHl lEG: tel 0131 242 8032. cnail llnn. nlx't, cdi nl)Lr rgh. go\'. uk
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Local Studies Librarianship
A world bibliography
Diono Dixon, compilet for the LA Locol Studies Croup

As local studies and community information resources are increasingly seen as

the unique assets of public library provision, this publication is particularly timely.
It is an invaluable resource for anyone whose work or
interests lie in local studies collections. lncluding all relevant
published material and unpublished theses, this annotated
international bibliography covers every aspect of local
studies librarianship, including management, acquisition,
cataloguing, promotion, conservation and preservation.
With a strong international emphasis, the thorough
coverage of English language materials is matched by
material in all major European languages and especially
from those European countries with a local studies
tradition.The bibliography also extends outside the library
sector to include local studies material in museums
and archives. Contents include:

introductory chapter on the challenges and jssues facing local studies
librarians in the 2 I st century
general works on local studies librarianship
collection management-acquisitions, cataloguing, preservation, conservation
and disaster planning
services - educarional. family hisrory
materials

. marketing and promotion

. ICT and local studies - digitization, the internet and CD-ROMs

. partnerships and co-operation

. indexes of authors and places.

October 2001; 288pp; paperback; l-85604-307-X; t29.95 (123.96 to LA Members)

Look out also for the new edition of Local Studies Libraries: Library Association Guidelines
far Local Studies Provision in Public Libraries to be pubiished in February 2002.

For further information about either title e-mail mark.o'loughlin@la-hq.org.uk or
call 020 7255 0597.

Call Bookpoint on 0'1235 827794 ot e-mail orders @ bookpoint.co. uk
to place your order - please quote ref 94LOC0102.
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