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Local Studies Librarianship
A world bibliography
Diana Dixon, compilet for the LA Local Studies Group

fu local studies and communiry information resources are increasingly seen as

the unique assets of public library provision, this publication is particularly tjmely.
It is an invaluable resource for anyone whose worl< or
interests lie in local studies collections. Including all relevant
published materjal and unpublished theses, this annotated
international bibliography covers every aspect of local

stud'es lrbrar ansh,p. includirg managerrent. a.qursrlro'r.
cataloguing, promotjon, conservation and preservation.
With a strong international emphasjs, the thorough
coverage of English language materials is matched by
materia in all major European languages and especially
from those European countries with a local studies
tradition. The bibliography also extends outside the library
sectoT to include local studies material in museums and

archives. Contents include:

. introductory chapter on the challenges and issues facing local studies
librarians in the 2lst century

. general works on local studies librarianship

. collection management acquisitions, cataloguinS, Preservation, conservation
and disaster planning

. services educational, family history

. materials

. marketing and promotion

. ICT and local studies - digitization, the internet and CD-ROl'1s

. pannershrps and co-ooerar.o'r

. indexes of authors and places.

October 2001; 288pp; paperback; l-85604-307-X; t29.95 (f23.96 to LA Members)

Lool< out also for the new edition of LocolStudies Libraries: Librory Associotion Cuidelines

for Locol Studies Provision in Public Libraries to be published in February 2002.

For further information about either title e-mail mark.o'loughlin@la-hq.org.ul< or
cal) 020 7255 0597.

CalL Bookpoint on 01235 827794 or e mail orders@bookpoint.co.ul<
to p ace your order - please quote ref 94LOC0102.



EDITORL{L

The Local Studies croup is now part of CILIP, the Chartcred Institute of Library and
Information Professionals. ln addition to taking our place in the new setup. tve are
also celebraling our Silver Jubilee. the Group being foLrndecl in 1977 (although its
inception rvas in 1972, rvhcn the late Dorothy McCulla callecl a meeting in
Birminghan under the auspices of the RSIS, ofrvhich it bccame a sr-rbgroupJ. In
the last 25 years there have been many changes in library practice which ha1,e
impinged on local studies, most notably the rvidespread use of computers in so
Dranv rvays- 'l'here havc also been cl-tandes in local authoriLy areas rvhich have aflected
local studies collections. Throughout these 25 ]rears. the Group has always attempted
to aid local studies librarians by holding neetings and lvorkshops and by publication,
including Tle Local SLLldies Libtarian and we have recently publishccl both a
bibliography and a new edition ol the cuidelines, both ofwhich are reviewecl in this
issue. As lar as \re can tell at thc monent, the Group will continue as before. tvith
a rcmit to represent oLlr ntcmbers in all aspects ofour local sludies work - collecting
material of all kinds. organising it, and exploitlng it tbr the use of all members of
the communitv. As we have pointed oul bcfore. the study of individual places is
something which can bring together 4ll the inhabitants, and promote social inclusion
- indeed committee mernbcr Elizabetl-i Melrosc is to present a paper on social inclusion
at the Mldlands and Anglia sub-group s Dalr School in Septcmber.

Thc necessity 1or local studies collections to act as the contmunity memory is clearly
stated in the article in lhis issue by Alan Crosby, aild it is rcfreshing to sce the vielvs
of a practisino local historian on perceivccl problems \\,ith collections, mostly. as lte
says, not caused by the clcpaJtmental librarians thenselvcs, bLlt blr decisions made
highcr up the chain of comntand. Most o[ thcse commenls could be echocd by local
sludics libraJians somewherc and it is good to see support from outside the prolession
- jt is not merely us lvhingeingl

I-ocal stuclies librarians are always arvare of thc need to help users via direcL sen/ices
such as catalogues or by helping then in lheirwork. Local HistorvWeek has proviclecl
a major opportunity to co operate lvith other bodies and bring the existence and
availabilitv of collections to $.ider notice. and very manJ' local stuclies libraries have
Laken aclvantage of this. However. perhaps rve need to be much more vocal in
emphasisin.q to ou. emplovers the ways in which we can benelit the whole community
and promote social inclusion as well as fitting into the government's policies
concemjng lifeiong learning. Alan Crosby's article can only help us in our task of
explaining this to those who would cut rather than expand our services. Even if
libraries achieve the utopian dream ofhaving all material liom all libraries available
at their terminals, thcrc will still be a necd lor an intermcdiarv to help Lrsers to find
the most appropriate information for their needs - and this is where we come in.



LOCAL STUDIES COLLECTIONS
Alart Ctosbg

The continuing threals to thc integrjLy a d tlLncling of count) ancl borough local stlldies
collections in libraries has recenllv been debatccl \vithin the British Association for Local
Hislo.!. ancl nationally and locally there has been a serics oI canlpaigns to highlighl this
issue. Some have bcen prompte.l by spccilic crises, others by a rnore ge|cral concern for
the flrture. I-ocal studjes collections facc nany problems. lL n'oukl be \vroflg to sulFlest that
in this they a.e uniquely unfortLlnate \\'itllin library sen'ices, lbr rlany othcr aspects of the
work of libraries have also been sullering the lLlture ol the srLperb tnusic ljbrary in
NlanchesLer Central Library, for cxanple. has l]een a major poinl of hcatccl collrovcrsy
clLlring the last three years. Neverlheless. local stLldies colleclions lre as vlllrrerir.ble as any
though lheir Llscrship is preciscll' Lhal aL Nhich policies of inclLlsivity sholrld be Largeted.

and Ltreir future is all too often uncertain.

One crf thc problenls which lrirs often becn ictentified is the way in lvhich spccia]isl stalf
who have proper expertise in local history and related subjects. and who k.ow ihcir coll-'ctions
intimatcl!', have been replaced by stalf lvho can be. ard are. ernploye.l in anl' par'. of thc
library and who have o special knowledge or experience. Specialist staffing ol particrrlar
deparlrlenls does not lit jn t'rth lhe current fashion lbr thc intercharrgeabilily of personnel

itseli a direct result of cosL clrtting and slafiing recluctions Pr(rb.1bly clllitc a lerv re:Lclcrs

will ba\.e experienced what I have nol infreqlrcnllv encountered - hearinli a lvell meaning
bul unknowledgeable member oI librar!'stafl giling misleading or downright inaccurate
inlormation Lo an enquirer in a local sitrdies section, sirnply becausc he or she does not
'know lhe ropes'arld yet is heroicirlll lnanning the desk alonc

Th(] possibility oI dispersal of specjal colleclions has oiien been rajsccl as a Lhrealt Local
studies natcrjal is argLlabl! less likelv to suiler Iroln this than sorne oLhcr calegories
(iDe\'itabl), perhaps. it is Lhe valuablc [i.e. \e can raise so]rre mone! by selling lhisjunkl
or less frequentl)' u se.l Ii. c. nobodl lviLl noticc if Ne bi this lot l rcsources which arc likely
to t)e .L-llccted). Local studies (r(tleclions are nol Lrsuallv all thal valuable in monetarl terns,
though beyond price itl an intcllecltral ancl cLlllural sense and thcy are reasonably l\'ell
used, especially i[the c|er-popu]ar famil! hislory resolrrces are incluclecl as they cer tarill]t

tsuL their nlaintert:rlce and upkeep, conscnatiorr arrd sccllritlr- are all vital isslres l know
o[ Loo many local studies ]ibraries where books are badly-housecl. pamphlels are crammed
inio acjdic brown-paper en|clopes. large quantitjes olrnaterial havc gone nlissiDg catalogues
ancl inclexes are hopelcssly jnadealuate- and sectlriL], is Illinimal.'lhere are too many libraries
where keepjng the local collection up to dirte seems to be largely a l]latter of getting this
year's Icllolr Pages, putting the free newspapers in the racks and buying lhe latest cheap
aDcl llinlsy books: chilling ghosL sLoIies, murders irnd trLlc crime l'1le runs of perioclicals

ancl journals are stoppecl as arl econony measure, ancl the urrcloubteclly expensjve but
rele\,ant and essenti:rl proper'books do not appear. This painls a depressing Picture, I'et is
il lar from the truth? How olten does quicklv olltclatccl lechnological wizardry 'see XYZ

on linc - seem to receive all the money, while thc old-lashioned aDcl unglanorous boolts,
papers iu]d pamphleLs are neglected, an(l deterioraling

Many readers will be abie to poinL to shining cxamPles to the contrary. and that js good. I
do not (rrsually) blame thc hbrarjans \!4lcJ \lork iD local stuclics colleclicfrs f6r this st^ie ol_

affairs. but rather the scn'ice chiels lvho are seduced by tcchnolo.gl' and $'ho folgel lheir
o\\,D firsl principles that they leante.l, .rr shottld have learned, lhirty years ago lvhen they
were Li(lying the shel\'es in the s rall branch hbrary. Today they are the ones persuacled blt
lhe glamour of screens and ke)boarcls, fancl' glnzing and inlibrary cales (or, in Lhe case of
Lhe nc\v Nor\vich libran'. pizza restaurants), polted plants and internct access- Yes, libraries
shoulcl be attractive, \velconing places. \?s, they should be fllll of lhe rrew media Ancl yes,



I say \vith fceling, the]' neecl to be places rvhere a serious researcher can spend a clay, a
penny ancl a pouDd or two on foocl and drink. But all this should not be at the expense of
books- paper. prhl. ink. bindin{s- pages lo touch raUter than pirAes on te scrcen, slaff
who know lhe subject rather than horecl rndr\idllals Nho sintpl!,ilirect you Lo a terminal
and sav. more or less i1l thesc $'orcls. Dunno. I'olr'll have lo look there _ printecl books have
been \r.ith Lrs lbr hall a nillenniulrl, papel and p:irchment ancl ink lor centudes more. No
ci\.ilised society shoulcl throw all lhat awal' ibr the sal(e ot some conlpLrter equipment whjch
will be out of clale by Lhree Neeks next Tuesciay, a plelhora o[ unchecked ancl LrnvelLecl
i.ternet data. irnd library stalT who have been clo*ngraded to sen,e rnerelJ, as receptio'ists.
SLrpporL ],our local sludics collecLion. CarDpaign Ior its proper funcljng. Make sure it is usecj
an(l publicisccl. FighL lor its conlinu.rtron ds one of rlir corncrslu es oIBritains prolrd ancl
honourable traditjorr ot free itccessiblc pLlbiic library excellcnce.

Alan Crosl,/ is ttE edilor oJ k-x:el llislonl l{eus. Ll (: ntagezitk Ql i/le Bntish Assoc@ tnn .lor k)&l
Histon/. l1[s (ri]clc llrs t (tppcar.:d il Issu: t 10.62. Spring 2OA2. pp2 3. ancl Ls reprcduced bU lrnnissbn-

OUR UNTOLD STORIES: the cloucestershire minority ethnic group historyproject
N.Ls,ccn A,(hfar

The Our trhtold .Stories pr ojcct startecl aL an excitin! tinle a! the ach.ent oI the new millenniLrnl.
The opporlunitv colrld not bc missed to ciocurnent, for the lirst time, thc contribution macje
over the lasl llftv vcars by lhe three rnain (Afrjcan, Caribbean. Asjan and Chinese) ethnic
corrrnLrnities irr GloLrcesLer shirc. Ethnic Nlinority historl, an11 seitlenrenL jn cloucestershire
was an arca \\'hich I felt \\,as lackinq 

'n ..searcit, .LrLcl ibrs project frovidecl an opportunity
Lrr the oicicr rteneralion to share thcjr experieDccs of setding tn a siranee collntry ancl hoiv
thc! became pari ofit. Thcsc indi\idrial stories arc prrblishccl in a boo]( alongsicle general
inlornlalion aborrl lhe lo.il ni,iori|\' cthni. cont.nLririties. There arc also photographtc
recorcls. a CD Ilom .rnd il Nebsitc to srrpirort the project_ Becalrsc of irs importance ind the
r[rnrl]cr of p:rrlners ancl sponsors it Nas ablc ro call upon (hrriDg rhe coriric of lhe project,
Our UtlloLl Storic-s was the winnel' ol ttrr 5lonsorshil .1nLl F,;rtncrship calcgory oithe
Librarl- Associatio'/Emeralcl IDteliigence+Flrllr ext public Relations ancl prrbliciry Arvaris 2000.
_fhis *as the ilr sL project or irs kincl in the colrnty- I initiated it bcca'se thcre was a palrcilv
ol original iDfcrrnlalion to offer to pcople irho r'inLeri to IlnLl ]rr abouL local cthnic iiston'
thal maticrecl t(r ilrem. I rei:rlised howe.e'that !,-e woulcl nee(l researchels .ucl l.ncling t;
pLrL the books to{elLter. Thc firsl siep \ras to dralt ihe aims and olrjectives of the prolect. I
discussecl mv pl:ris \,"ith the C.^rnty Library Ar-ls and MLrscunls Senice, ancl then \r,ilh thc
other deparbnents ol iLre Countv Colrncil, the Citv Council ancl minorltv elhnic groups.
Aitcr makirrg srrrc oi srrpport froln lhesr org.r|is.rtions I cst]bljshe.j u..,orkirrg group a.ra
procluccd a lvrillen constitution lor it. A \\,ork plan ancl costings for. the projeci rvere
cleyisccl. WjLh the help o1-lhe \r,orkirr{ group arrd Ljbrary Sen'ices I managed 1o obtajD
resourccs Ironl Lhe clollnty, cil] corLriLrl. GloscAT. Lhe Loarl Eclucalron Departrnefll ancl a
'arietv oI charilable trlrsts. ln fact rve \vcre 'ery sllccesslitl in obtainiDg iundine lor the
lri.r' r) proi., . ' r..I one .pnl.cll.ton r, .- r'rrn..l ,lo\\'n rll.l -on,. .o,,,i"" olter.cl tnore
lirnding thad had bccn requestecl.

Having secured lilncling. job clescrt)tions \\'ere clraNn r1p aDcl six paicl reseilrchers. u.lto
weIc mail1lv Lrnenploved or slLlaleDts Nith (lual skills, werc recmiLccl fron l,ariotls
conmunitjes. In Seplembcr 1999 wc arra gecl a successful tNo,dav training course for
thc researchels to help Lhem clevebp ner. skills. In this lrainjng cour:se we introclucecl the
projecl aims, resea[ch metho(]s. chapter ancl story writjng techniques, as well as the
recording of orarl historJ ancl ilrtenicw techniques. Specialisl Lraincrs from Lonclon ancl
Nlanchcster and local trainers from BBC Radio, GlosCAT an.l Archiyes \r.e]'e invoh.ecl. They
pr.rducecl a helptul basic list ol appropriate qlrcstiorrs basecl .Jn those used in a simila;
projcct, Thc Orighs jn Bristol. :utcl ihe tstsC Millennium oral history projcci ?ic CentLrU
Spcoks. Nlcan\!4li]e. equipmenl ibr rccordjng was purchasecl and provided.



it was planned to produce a book lvith a chapter on each community, focusing pnmarjly on
Gloucestershjre but with some information about the UK generally. Most of the intelviews
were conducted with elderly people in their o1!'n languages, so alter recording th€ inten'rerv
the resea.chers had to translate it into Engtish. This was a time consuming process with
one hour interviews, on average, taking as long as ten hours to translate The $orking
group and the researchers had regular meetings to djscuss problems and progress. One
difficulty that came up was making contact with members of the Chinese community by
telephone. This was resoh'ed by the two Chinese researchers using personal contacts as
an introduction instead. Other issues includecl the fact that some of the inten'ielvees gave

usefui inlormation and stodes but they clict not rvant their names mentioned in the book.
Also. in telling their trxe stories some vithheld information for personal, legal or political
reasons. Despite lvorking through these realities of the interviewing process the researchers
made lvondeful progress, finding it hard but interesting .!vork. Gloucestershire County
Libaary Arts and Museums Sen'ic€ helped enormously by providing relevant resource matedal
and created a special collection for the researchers.

A ]eaflet lvas produced to introduce this project to the general public Talks and displays
were arranged. The local media \\,'ere involved: very good coverage was given in Lhe local
press ancl on BBC Radio Gloucestershire.

PromoUonal activltles and publications

tr\rhile thc researchers were rvorking on the projecl I took the oppotlunity to promote iL

further into local conlnlunity groups and il-rvolved them in arranging "Faith Arts and Culture:
Our Heritage programmes - Chinese New Yea-r celebratjons, ga\wvali (Suli Mystic Poetry)
Live Entertainment, an Asian Musical Evenirlg and a Gospel singing performance rvere
arranged lvilh Chinese, Asian. ancl African Caiibbean commnnity groups. These I)rogranmes
were gencrously supported by Gloucestershire Counly Library Arts & Museurns Selvice,
Gloucester City Council and BBC Radio Gloucestershire

Photographs for the project lvere taken by a prolessional Photographer from the local
nervspaper (The Citizen). A graphic designer from the Gloucestershire County Library
produced a laniastic exhibition of these photographs. This lvas used in the County Council s

Equalities week {2000-2OOl) and also traveiled to the Guildhall Arts Centre. Olympus
Theatre, \'arious Community Centres in Gloucester, the Forest of Dean Stroud and
Te$,'kesbury areas.

Some of the intervielvees voices and photographs lvere used lor the display callecl 'Ten
voices of the Countl'" at the Cheltenham Literalure Festival l was asked to deliver talks at
National Conferences o.ganised by Arts Shape and the Library Association as rvell as South
West Ar.ts in Cheltenham, and in Manchester and Bristol.

OLlr Untold Stones: ?/€ Chinese Communitu in Gloucestershie is the first book published in
this national award winning project. This is also the first pdnted record ol Chinese people s
experiences of arriving in Britain as first generation immigrants more than hall a century
ago. The book charts the lives of four local resiclents as they nlake their way from various
pa s of China to the county, often being the only Chinese family in their street. Their
stories olfer a fascinating insight into the challenges they faced and their attempts to adapt
to a nerv culture lvhilst trying to .etain their o$rL. For instanc€. Frank Wing Yow Soo tells in
his story how his father got off a boat thinking it was America, but it was in fact Lil'erpool.
His family bought the one and only Chinese launclry in the county in Cheltenham and in
1958 his father opened the first Chinese restaurant in the town

Our llntold Stories: the Africen'Coribbean Cotnil:LunitLl r,1 Glolrcesfershire, was releasecl as the
second in a series of cultural history books. Garl Johnson. the researcher for this book,
said to the local Press -Caribbean people have played a vital role in the hislory of B.itain
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and the City of Gloucester. a:rd tbeir story mr.lst not be lost as lhc elders ill the community
pass away. Moreover, lheir contribution contjnues to be made, and i rvill conlinue to
ensure that it is remembered_. This book spans a wide raDge of subjects from the l-irst
World War to builcling a conlmunitv. It gives a historical perspective, \l.ilh records of Black
and African-Caribbcdn Peoplc in Glorrccstershirc daung back to November 22, 1603.

A Histor_v of the /\sian people in Clolrcestershire is gojig to be launched in October 2002
(Black History month). Multilingual researchers intcr\,iervecl cornmunily menlllers and
rccorded Yery inlerestinc stories of the peoplc whose culture- rcligion. customs. language
an.l taste of good food \\as totally different frorn that ofthe host community. What rnade
thcm feel lrt home in a strange countrv? You can find ollr bv rcacliog lheir life storics. Thjs
book \viil cleal \vith se\rcrill (liffercnt groups and the sacrllices arrd hardships they
expericnced in orcler to scttle in GloLlcestershire. There is an enormous depth oI enrotion
when pcople talk allout Lheir lives. achjc\:ements. losses and regrets, the lessons they have
learned and their advice 10 thc secon(l ancl third generation of British AsiaDs. It is tnle to
say Lhere is nowhelc like yorrr honeland- :rncl many whose stories you \vill read ha1\'e left it
behind nevcr to r-etLlrn.

I hopc these books will prescrve our grcat cultural diversjty in Gloucestershire and enhance
mutual respect and understancling beLween cultures. Our aim Lhrougholll lhe project has
becn to cleatc a \.aluabic educational resource. It has already inspired manv schools.
colleges and conrnlunity groups to carry out historv" recordin{ at a local level anci I am
pleased 10 promote their efli)rts alongsicle the Orrr Unlold Stories project iI] Lhe Clolrcester
City Museum. Publicily \!ill be arranlied for all these smaller groups ancl I \vill provide full
co-operatioD to thenl [o \r'ork \\,ith the project.

I ltc1 th?it Our Unbld Storic.s is onc o[ lhe most worthwhile L]rings I havc cver donc. A bjg
lllanks goes to all the peoplc and ftl cling pro!'iclers \vho helpe(l my clreirnr coire truel

N(sreen /1klrlcrr i-s Scrior Lilrr4nan. l;lhnic Scft)ices. Olorlccs&,'r-shirc Coutl|l Libraics.

ARCHI!'E 2OOO: DUDLEY LIBRARIES AWARD IVINMNG II{ILLENMUM PROJECT
Liz l\bodcock

In ]996 DLrdley MUC sel up a sllrall Millcnniunl lund alrd all depar'tnlents were encourageci
to bid for a share ol Lhe pol. Dudley Libraries Promotions Team Iiad alreacly been clisclrssing
a small local hisrorv projcct for lhe nrillennir)rr), which Noukl l)ighlight thc photographic
collections ifl our incli\.idual Iibraries ancl our Archives an(l Local I Iistory Sen'ice. A successful
bkl lor money fronl this frrnd gavc us Lhe stzul we neecled.

The aim ol lhe project \yas to make a collection of photographs recording Dudley tsorough
in the ]rear 200o an(l if finarccs perDitted, to produce a book of sorne of the best photographs
submitted. AL the sarlle liDre we woulcl encourage menrbers of llie public to clonaLe or lend
old pholographs of the arca for copying an(l a(lding to our collections.

we had stal L-up rDorrey but we knew lhat 1ve lvollld neecl nlore thaD this if the project took
ofl ancl we had hundreds ol photographs to copy and sLorc lor posterity. So we seL about
looking lor further sponsoG for the projcct. A sponsorship proposal was sent to loca] and
national businesscs, and resulted in us obtainiDg one rDajor sponsor. Dunns Imaging Plc, a
local photographic arrd reprographic llrln, was l<een to link \\,ith us in whal they sitw as a
very exciting project, They ollered to Providc us vith a copy of each photograph submitled
as lvell as a negative; they designecl the publicitlr for us and supplied us rvilh a large
morrnted poster for each of our 18 libraries.
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Sa Archioe 2OOo got under. way. we asked members of the public to take snapshots of
their home, their street, school. place of work or leisure, in fact auylhing they felt rvould
add to a picture of Dudley in the year 2000. We wanted elterUone to feel they coulrl
cont bute, rvhate\,e. their age or ability. We Ielt some competitive element would give an
aclded incenlive to joining in the project bllt \\'e didnt \l'ant People l6 rhink .f it as 

^''photographic competition, so we decided to have a plize drat' at the end of the year. for
all contriblltors. Again. u'e managed to find sponsors ibr the prizes lrom local photographic
stores anci the]', along with our main sponsors. attended the prize giving ceremony arrd
presented the prizes. The project was promoted in all the libraries in the borough. Exlra
display materials were purchased and staff mounted eye catching displays to draw altenlion
Lo lhe project. Libraries became the collection poi ts for all the photographs and these
rvere displayed in Lhe libraries Llntil the tinle came lbr the prize draw.

From a series of press releases rve gained \'allrable publicity from the local press and also
had a slot on local radio, f,ith a member of staff being inteniewed about the project by local
celebriLv historian. Carl Chinn. Schools ancl local socjeLies, parlicularly lljstorical and
Pholographic soci(rties \vere can\rassecl-

It \\'asn-t all plain sailing. We ncecled to lind a \\,ay of kceping interesL in Lhe project
throughout the J'ear both rvith lhe public and with the staff who lve relied on to promotc the
project in thcir area. Inilially, \ve had themes fbr each month suglesting that people rvould
ljkc to take pholographs ol sporting eve ls one month or lvork and school alrolher, blrt this
Droved difficlrlt to keep going, as it involvecl a lot of slalf time doing displays and publicity.
I-lowever- oul' departmenfs ilarkeling section nranaged to get considerable media atlention
usjDg this lhemecl approach. Setting up the project also took a lot of time a d organisation.
partjculaJly in ensurjrrg Lhal those photographs 1vhich were on loan to us were kepl salely
and rctlrrned to tlle correct lcDdcr alier beirlg copied.

In tire end we had appr.rxirnatelJ 2500 phologlirphs Lo add 1.) our collcctions. Photographs
ha\'c come fron nearly all areas of lhe borough. Somc mcnbers of the public really took ihe
pr oject to their hearL and gave Lrs photographs throughout the ),ear, \Vhile others brought in
photographs of single events. We haci many straightfonvard shoLs of the area bul we also
hacl lvonderful slices of liie in the borough such as a picture of lhree ladies having lheir
hair clonc at lhe local hairdresscrs and council workers mo\\tng thc lawns in the ptrblic
parks, jrrst rvhat \\e had hoped lor'!

\\re also rcceived man] old photographs of lhe borough: some l!'ere donatecl, others were
lent to us. We hacl a large set ol slides of one arca giYen to us, and again Dlrnns, our
sponsors, madc hard copies for us: they are no\\'norlnled and stored in ollr archives ancl
local history departme t.

At the erld o[ the year 2002 \ye gathered all the photographs together and put the names ol
coDtributors into a hat and our sponsors came to draw lhe \vinning tickets. We then had a
prize gilnng evening to which the press and local MPs and c.runcillors rvere invitcd. Agajn
our sponsors were on hancl to present the prizes. It was an enjoyablc evening, rvhich
roundcd o11 lvhat. we norv reaiised, was the first stage of our'project.

We were proud of what \rc achieved through ihe hard lvork ol all the library slaff and lhe
support of the public, thc press and of course our sponsors, so $'hen the opportunity carle
to enter the Llbrary Association/Emerald Intelligence+Fulltext Public Relalions Alvards
2001 we decided to go for it! We entered Archive 2000 in the Sponsorship and Partnership
section. This lvas thc first time we had entercd for an award such as Lhis and we were not
sure what the standard ol entrv would be or Nhether we slood a chance and so \ve were
absolutely thritled rvhe rve heard that lve had wonl As rtell as gi\'ing us another opportunity
to promote our senrices it was a rvonderful tribute to staif and sponsors and to the generosity
of the public who took the time lo tal(e photographs and donated them to the lib.al] sen'ice.

6



So Rhere do we {o fiom here? Nlost of thc photographs have been mountecl ancl cataloguecl
now and lve are selecting photographs Ibr the book- However we have been clela]'ed by
pressures o1-t.irne. as everl \\re also necd to find funcling. Sponsorshjp mav be the answer
again.

\Ve hare leal'nt a greal deal oYer the lasl feN vcars wiLh Alchj\,e 2OO0 bljt thc main tring
has bcen ho\\, linking \viih local busincss i1n(l Lhe press can nakc a sirDple jdea evoh'e into
a largc projecrl \r'hich has invohecl rhc uhole communitv and raised re projjlc of the
Libral and ,.\rchi\.cs Sen_ice \r,itlrin it.

Liz \\'aadcocli Ls Assist.mt Ilear-l ef Libraries. DtLc]lctl MBC

EMERGENCY PLAIIMNG: report of a workshop
Elcarror Nalnncslarri

This \vorkshop \!as orqanisccl b! the Midlancls and Anglia Branch ofthl: Local Sludics
Crolrp:r d \ras held at Surton Colclfield orr Novenrber 2l.2OOl. Ttlere \vas arl excellent
allenclance a d il \vas generally agreed to be a uselul ciat lor the participants. There were
thriee papers on asl)ecls oI cmcrgency planning: tlrere \\ras a srnall amount ol-overlap in
some pl.rces. irlrt rhis jusl reinlbrccs sone ol thc fililin pojnts clisclrssed.

Why have a disaster plan? Clivc Wilkjns-Jones, Norlblk Libraries

'li) put thc nee(l lbr a clisasrer plarr into contexl. ihe spe:lker reminclccl us ol the Nonvich
libr:rn llre in 199,1. an(t its repcrclrssions. Despite lhis disaster. a remarkable anrorjnt of
DlaLcri:11 \ras sarccl. \'eL sinll expcricnceri i1 {rcat sense of loss. i11 some cases arlrrost
equjYalcnt to berealemcnt. Libritries shoulcl he preparccl lor ilre \vorsi. \."hile much ol the
adriae which can l)e liven on clisasLer managcmenl ultimatelv cornes down to comnton

Thcre lbll(^vecl sonle clos arrd clonts frorn Nonvich s experiencc:

' Dorr'l havc nezzanjne Iloors. whiclr encoLrrilge the spreacl ol ljre dlre to the large
arnanlnt ol air circulilirr!l:

' clo haye rnelal rathcr lh:rn \\ooclen lllap cabinets, and ake sure clra\vers arc al[-ays
kepl shlrt tight, so that there is less air to circulatc the maps in Nonvich s metal
c:rl)ilrels sLln'iveali

' clo hare cloors in the slirinvells on cverv iloor;
' clo havc i1 sprinkler svstcini
' (l{) rricroiilm/cligiLise or othcnvise c.rpv all Lrniqrre nlaterial including facsifitjle copies,

or ph(r(oqlaphs of irin(lirrrls bookplates aDd inscripLions of rare books;
' clo keep negatiYcs in a separate iocation fr-onl the positive intages they re]ate Lo ,

lbrtlLnatelv. just bcfbre the fire, Nonrich lrit(l noYccl some oi therr pholographs from
lhe 1850s away liom thc main Local Stlrdies Collection. so they sun,i\.ed;

' (lo iclcDtil) Lhe particuiallv raluable rnalcrial alld hollsc it ill ?1 ntorc sccure en\ironrltent
rnrLch ol the Colman collcction. lvhjch lvas kept behind rejnforcecl glass .rs a security
reasurc, sLlnrive(i. l-ike\\,isc, boxed rnatcrial at Norlolk Record Olficc {in the basement

ol the bLuldingl rernained l:rrgclv undamaged, despile lhe \.olume ol-water lvhich cascaclccl
do\\n lion aboye as Lhe fire rvas extinguishcd. The unboxecl nate.ial, still being workecl
.rn. sullercci mrrch {reater damage:

' .lo copv as manv card catalogtles :utd finding aicls. inchlding research notcs. as possible,
an.l store thc copies irNay liom thc originals. Although rnicrofilning or copving catalo{rres
'.rn l'- r\-.nsr\'.. rhc-p oiFll rel les.nr \e..s ol - .,tt $.ork. rna :lre ir.,fi,-r.-rrr.,L,\. u"el.rt:

' do cataloglre rare itents fully go(r(l catalogues should record things iike grangerisatjon
and marglDal notesj
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' do ha\,e collections valued at regul.rr inter-vals. icleally every five years, for insurance
purposes. Il woulcl be unrealistic to have every item valued, so the more valuable/
uniqrre itefirs sholrld be picked out. The rePlace lent costs are surprisingly hjgh, and
increase rcgularlv:

' Finally. although it is certainly not reconlmenclcd praclice. the fact that |he books at
Norrich $'ere packed tightly on Lhe sheh'cs, because of spacc reslrictions. limiied thc
fire darnage because there \\,as less air circulaling.

As lar as Nonvich was concerned, the biggest problerrl was consenralioll ancl repair. as the
majorily ol books Nere darnaged, bllt not beyond repai. they had 8.000 volLlmcs 1\'hich
'clesen'ed further nork. 'Ihe first problem is Lo ictentily where da lageci books can be
stored Nhile ihey arc still \varm, and the icleal localion would be iocal, within a fctv nrjles ol
the library. It is likell LhaL after a fire has been extinguished. lore itens lvill be naler
danaged than iire danagecl, so access lo suflicient deep freeze accommodatiorr will be
needecl. It is likely lhat se!eral conse^rators \\,ill be needed follolving a large fire. an(l some
rvork u-ill need speciirlist consen'aljon. All consenalion lvork ['i]l neecl a precisely \vordecl
contract - consen'ators Llsllally do \vhat thcy are inshlrcled to clo. bul no nrore: the] \\rill
not know Lhe significance and \'irllre of specific ilenls unless the)r are lold. Consen'alion is
also an opportunjty lbr security tags to be put into material lvhile it is being repaired. li is
a lengthy process alter 7 years. rnaterial clalnaged in the fire of 199'1 is slj]l beirlg
repaired.

Emergency planning for museums, libraries and archives in the East Midlandsr AIrrnn.la
w.rll.rLr E'rt Mtdl n,l- \4rrrerrrn! qFni'e

As .handa W.Lllace was unable to attcncl, Joan Bralr deliverccl this Lalk \\ ilh the help of
Amanda s OHPS ancl harrdouts- The r ole of Lhe Regional Emergerr(r] Dis:lstcr Squa.l {REDS)
was oLrtlinecl. lhis is a\.ailable lo n)uselrlns. iibraries and recor(l olTiccs in the EasL Micllan.ls,
ancl is co orclinatecl b)' lhe East Micllands Muselrm Sen'icc. Merrbers have to cornnlit to
haling a cljsaster plan in placc on each site. ancl haYe access Lo a 24 hour call ottl senice
in the evenl of an emcrgencv \\ i-tich recluires inlnediate respollsc or speci:rlist consei\'ation
There are 12 REDS squ:rd members spread throughout lhe region ancl each has access lo
a stockpile of ernergency sah:age nlaterials, aDd has a nighl bag hYith proteclive clolhing
ancl eqllipment ior an energencyJ, at their honle, a\:ailable aL any tirne of day or night.
when an crnergerrcv call colnes, Uley wili ask for details ol lhe person calling- ar)cl the
location arcl natlrre of the incide l. so that they can assess \vhether oLher squ:td IDelllbers
need to be called. The iiEDS squad regularly review thc contenls ol Lheir stockpjlcs. and
holcl training da],s. lvtrich inclLlde practical excrcises - for instance how to cope \YilLr a
lloocl. Errergencv manlrals are issuecl to all REDS nrenbers. \'"ho should ensure Lllal copies
are slored arc storecl bolh on ancl oll sile. These gi\.e plarrs of sitcs. risk aclvicc,
recommendations abolrl stockpjles. ancl contact details in case of an enlcrgency. The third
edition of lhe rn.tnual is nolv alailable on CD-RONI. an(l is recomnendcd as a templale for
an enlergency plan. inclrrding siles \\'hich have nol signed up to the RDDS scheme. Non
nrembers can purchase copies for arouDd !30. It is hopecl to continue the REDS scheme
through Resolrrce: the Council for N'luseums, Libraries and Archives after EMMS has
dissolvecl.

Planning for a disaster: Joan tsray. Noltinghanl City Libraries

Ai the starl ol her talk Joan Ieconmtenclcd a tsritish l-ibrary' Research Reporl which gives
rLseful djsasler guiclelines on clisaster management (1). She then went on Lo cliscuss sorre
practical steps in producing a plan lor thc rnanagenent of a disaster. The ilrst step js lcr

identili lhe risk to the colleclion fiolll the btrildilrg. checking ior correcl htrnridiiy and
tcmperalures (local archjvcs ofliccs may trave machinery for testing lhese) alld lighting
levels: other risk faclors include pollution (eg dust, gas), pests such as bllgs or rocleDts
(which would be killecl oIl in a deep freezcl), the localiorl of \{aler plpl:s, lhreats ol collapsi|g
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stnrclrrres. theft ancl vandalisnl. floocls and fire. zusks can then be reduccd by moving
items- boxing them or corering then. When assessing a collection, unique rather than
erperrsi\re items shoLrlcl be iclentifie.l. These should include card catalogues, indexes and
scrapbooks. dnd Lhe rjsk to rhcsc will be reduced ifcopies ofthese items are nac1e. Boxing
Lrniquc material rnrl.rrrlv presen,es it bv keeping il dusl fr.ec, but will also keep it dry for
lor-"r' ,r. h, cr-ll ul \ rFr J ,ll. ,:, .

lJeing prepared lbr a disaster invohes havin( some basic supplies lbr art ernergencv in an
accessible placc. Most imponalrl js cornntunicating vour plans to thc relevant people: have
n list ol the pcople, both inrerlrirl iincl extcrnal, that you should infornl. As well as local
shrdies sta1l. rcrllclrlber Lhat caretakers. kcyholders and adrninistrative officers are ]ikel!'
to be llist on Lhc scene follo\\ing a disastcr. tsasjc procedures can be included in regular
fire eYacrrarion practiccs- Fllrorescent tape Lhal cai be seen through snokc could be attachecl
lo ilenls. such as catalogLlc carcls. which should bc savecl first in an emcrgency. Firefighlers
can of'.elr rcdir ecl a llre. cYcn lvhcn they ar e unable to e$inguish il, and may be able lo diveft
fladles frarrn (Lre Inosl \rlncralllc aleals, pro\.idecl that thcy kno\v wltere thesc:rreas are.

To slrnr up, a|oicl exposLrrc to rjsk; iIlolr cannot avoicL it, block il: ilthe worst happe s,
nrake a s\L'i1l respollse. :lrrd Irl' 1() Iecovcr as ntuclt its possible. alwavs renembering that
h.nve|er vallrablc the stocli. hu rirn li|es arc the prioritl,.

Olc.lnor N.rrtnusia.l Ls Cor,rrrrlllilt/ I.ibr erlei. hr-form.ilian. Lincaln Ce trarl Librar!].

Ref€rence. L D{sesk:r n(u1.tq.r1tcnt in British Librai.:s: cL repart. The British Library, l996.
-\.1761)t). ISBN 071233:lOGl. {Librarrl' alrd Inlbrmation Research Report IOgl.

CREATING A PERMANENT DIGITAL ARCHM OF LOCAT MATDRIALS: A SLIC
FUNDED PROJDCT
Si.rph.rn ll/hc/1

l-il{e manv pllblic librarjes D;rsL Dunbartonshire ltas acquiled a large nunlber oI hjstoric
resorrrces r elatin{ to thc history o[ ils loca] .u'ca. For the last thirtv vears the Inlbrnation &
Archi!es Secljon has activelv soughr phoiographs olthe surrolrnding area, both lhrough
cloniltions ancl bv rnearrs oi pholographjc slrnevs. -fodav, thlr library boasts a collection ol
around thifty thoLrsand phoLo{raphs nd a large coliecLion ol personal papers and ephemera_

At thc \Villieulr Iralrick l-ibr ary in KirkiDtilloch access to thc photographic archive has been
encouragccl bv provi(ling several llrousancl ccJp]' prinls lhat can be browsed by library
users. Access to thc special colleclions is aYailable bv requesl, althollgh lhere js alNavs a
r'. r, rr. rbr 1,. lri-rlr,\ o. r,.,lu- rpr ,{ c rFrr hp rc.our, rs r' our ilr-l,o5"l i. ir lo;rc.r1
that wc Lrave looliecl loNar-cls thc possibililies o1 digitisation to allow new lorms of access
aDd preserYa!ion.

EasL Durlbarlo shire s llrsl experiencc oi digitisalion canc front irtvohrernent wiih SCRAN
(Scottish Cultural Resource Access Nct[,ork], whjch has nade available over a million
imagcs relilling 1o Scoltish cultrrre and hisiory- This schen]e enabled iDstitutions to digitise
resolllces by suppiliDg 35mrn lllm or slides of resources to a bureau that digitised them
onlo Koclal( Photo CD. Tllis w.rs irccompanied \!.ith a catalogue entry prepared on an Access
ternplatc srlpplied bI SCRAN. N,lore reccntly DasL Dunbartonshire has been involved wilh
the nol:.liglilise schene Lhrough Ilesourccs for Learning Scotland (RLSI, a consortia oI
librarjes rvorking logciher uncler the {rlidance oISCR N and the National Library ofScotlal].l.
This scLrerne has been sct Ltp in a siinililr *al'io the SCRAN project ancl allows Scoftish
Lbraries Lo cligitjse nirterial \!.ithout having to hosL Lhe digital iteins.
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These plojects have enableci East Dunbartonshire to becorne invoh'ecl i cligitisation, although
other inslilutions conlrol the linal product. This rneans that .!ve cannol adcl or remove itcms
as we choose ancl the choice ofwhat is djgilisecl is diclaled bj, the funding bodics, usrrally
around narrow subject calegories- To enablc us to look beyond ihe SCR\N/NOF/RLS
schemes, Llte Scollish Library ancl Information Council (SLiCl furldecl a project entitlecl
Creating e Permanenr D€itai Archilxr oJ Incal llateri.lls. \\'hich sought to examiDe opLions for
crcating digital collections llriil woul.l be allorclable ancl suslainable lor sn)ailer l.rcal
authorilies. The research also invoh'ed investi{ation ol lhe viilbilitv of digital prcscn'ation
ibr djgilal and i:rnalogLle resources.

On the commencemcnt of the project \ve ilrsl looked ar the guidelincs available to instjluljorrs
for creating digital colleclions. \Vhal is stril<iirg about these is lhal lhere is hllle agreement
over-staidards for jrr.igi g. cataloguing lormat or presen-aljon. The governnrent hacl recentl!
publishecl its e Cif framework. which sels oul stan.lards lor information published on the
\veb bv governmcnt clepartments arrd local aulhorities. On top of requjrements lor file
lbrmaLs. the grridelines st:rte that all mctaclata (cataloguing dalal sholrlcl be creatccl in a
Dublin Core fornat {a i5 element standarcl comrronlv used ibr \!eb resolrrcesl ancl bc hcicl
in XML wcb pages. The project llnders. SLIC. hate suggcsted that ScoLtish libraries
should use MARC2I to cataloglre cligital ilcms to rllaintain qu..llily recorcls ancl to lacilitatc
CAIRNS (Co-operati|e Academic Infor ]ation Retrieval Nctwork 1bI Scotlandl. a |irllrlll
union cirtirlogue lhal dlows cross searchjng ol the major Scoltish library celaloglles.

in atterrptnrg to reconcile lhesc t$'o coDllicLina nrellrods oI calaloglring lve sought achace
lrom the Centre lbr Digit:rl Librar] Research {CDLR). They suggesled the use ol CORC
(Cooperative OnliDe Resourcc Catalogl, a ser\ice pro\.jde(l b]' OCLC for cataloglling n'eb
pagcs. l-ike OCI-Cs Workjcilt. CORC facilitatcs sharjng olcalal{)grre recor.ls. blrt iL is onl}'
\veb pirges th:rl carl be catalogLlccl. Resorrrces are crt.lloguecl onlinc in X{ARC]2l or in
Dubljn Core. 'l'Lre reslrlting record is storccl on the Worldclal:rrr(l czrn be corl\'ertecl ancl
dowiloaded in either format. tsv using CORC Dasl Dlrnb:lrtonshirc crln crcate a high qtralill
NLARC record Lhal can be clo!\'nloaclcd into ils library crLalogue. At the same lilrre thc rccorcl
is availablc for other jnstilulions io do\lnloacl lrol]1 OCLC. To rneet e Gil guidelirres the
sarre recorcl could bc clownloadecl in a DubliD Core RDF vcrsion (RDF being an XML
encocLing) which could be used lo conslmct a scarchablc clatabase on lhe Council websile.

There is an ongoing debale abolrt which iletadata lormats \'ill stand lhe lesl ol Line lbr
lnlernet resources. By using MARC, the records.ue held in a lbrmat that is well strpporled
Lilrollghorrt the {'orld ancl llr:nl cild be integratccl into ljbrary calalogues. 1'he complex
nalure of MARC also provides a saleguard for the recorcl s fLlturc, as it is far easier to
convert a complex record lbrnrol into a sinrpler one th:ul thc olher \vav round. Il can also be
said Ural by usiDg AACR2 and recognised subject headj gs a beitcr quality of rccord is
prodrrcecl. In Scotlancl. \'il-LLral uniorr cirlalogues slrch as CAIRNS ha\re been establislred.
allowing cross searchiu! ofnan! catalogllcs at once, F-oI Suclr catalogues lo be a sLlccess
a conmon cataloguiDg f.rrf]lalt ancl set standalds Ibr compleling thern are Deedecl.

A .rther area that was ol irnporlance lbr the projcct was djgjtal presen'ation. we corrclrrded
that at presenl lhere is an uncertajntlr rcgarding the lilespan of digjlal obiects ilncl it woLllcl
be unvise lo reh' on any form of cligital presen'ation lor lhe foreseeable flrture. A]tholrgh
CD ROMS have an expccted lilespan ol 100 years. the lile formats uscd to sa\.e inra{es
may only havc a l0-15 year ljie. Equally the soft\\'are neeclcd to read speciiic llle lbrmats is
also likely to change. suggesting that filcs. although perfectl], presen'ed. nright not bc
r€adable in liears Lo coire. East Dunbartonshire has kepL a conlprehensi\'e backLlp of
35rnn1 negatives of its photographic colleclion since its inception. It \!as concludecl lhaL lhe
expectecl lifespan of 75 )eirrs lbr negatlle film kcpl uncler proper condiLions provides a
safer bet Lhan the uirtcstccl longe\.i[' of digil: alternati\.es.
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Concems for ihe lifcspan of filc formats also lecl the project to recornmend the use of non-
proprictary fiie iormats such as TIFF and JPEG. At East Dunbartonshire rhere has been
use ol Kodali s PcD form:ri, which has pro\ri.led a cheap way into the worlcl of digitisation.
Ilo\l'e'cr, rhere is a cralrger that this Iormat conlcl be alterecl or discontinued by the Koclak
Conpanv, lea\:ing the ljl)rary \\,ith inages helcl in an ollsolete format. To preveni this, a
pr-ecalltionan' colrvetsiolt ol llles to non-proprietary formats was recomnlencled.

E'en il di.qital rrrescn:aiion is rracked up by rhe use of traditionar firming of resources it is
still in the inLerest of librarjes to pr.olong lhe ljfespan of digjiat assets that thev create.
Urrpri rhe r..rc ot .h n..- ir th, worlrl ot lT. I rn,r-l b, rerr"mbe erl t)t.r( diartr5in( J
phoiogr aph or a piece ol eplternera js not necessarill, a onc oll cost. A routine for refresh;ng
resources is also an irnportant part of a digitisauon project. Miqraling files to nerv formats
can prc'enl reduDclancv and so a reALlrar reessessmenL of [r]es and fo;mats shourd be bLrirt
iirto anv cligitisalion proieaL.

Along w[h rescarching options avai]able to a library lvheD crnbiirking on a progranme of
digitisation \,,'e cllr]itised ancl catalogllecl a sanrple lrom our collection;. Using CORC was a
chirllenge as Ll)ere was no expcrience of I4_ARC cataloguing within the 1ibrat. A template
was cle\.eloirecl io silrpljlt the cataloqDinq prnces5 an.l tjs rra,v be of interest to ;lher
inslitulions co.siclering a sirnilar palh. The project encounler.ccl difficulties in gerting the
i'agcs onro the rocar authoritv .ucb site clue ro cost a.d technical clifficulLles bul it is io be
hope.l lhat ihese \\.ili be sortecl out in the near fulure.

DigiLisation ilr.oh'cs consicicrable experse, especiallv during Lhe clevelopnrent of a
metho.lology ancr jn stalI rrainiDg anri rimc. ADv local authority looking to rlevelop a djgital.r,Lrr, I, ',... , '- t,...! . rrc ul .rll oppr rr.rd,.,.t -.mJ rlre n.r.l .o,redrF., ..ni,cilar
is rnainlainablr urclcr clrrrent frrn.lirg. The 'ethodolos! ouilinecl in the report pro.icles
options ihar coulcl bc rLsecr in creating a digiral aJchi'e lor rocal studies materials. Gi'en the
unrque naturc of tlrese resaJurces it seeDs likelv that there will be an increasing interest in
\licleDilrg access to rhese ilems through cligitisation scherles.

Tl\e CrecLl{try a Penttttrcnt DigiLoI Arclr{L:e aJ locarl ,Viateri'ls report by Don Martin and Stephen
Winch is avajlirble irom LAsi D|.harLonshire Libraries (2 West High Street, Kirkintilloch,
G66 IAD) Ior 33.00, post free, and is available as a pDF file online at: http://
rrnvw.slainte.org.uk/slicl)ubs/cpdirlm.pdf

Siep/lcn lyirc/r i-s ProJcct Rcscarcher. Ectst Durlbattorlsllire Libratips

Selected References
Scottish Library ancl Inf.rrmation Council [SLiC]: hftp: / /u,r\1v. slainte. org.uk
CAIRNS: hllp://cairrrs.ljb.gla.irc.uk/
SCRA.N: http: / /u,r.vw. scran.ac.uk/homepage/
OCLC: http:/ /\,".r.w. oclc. org/ hoIne/,



INDEXING LOCAL STUDIES COLLECTIONS: A IPORKSHOP FOR LOCAL
HISTORY GROUPS
Ian Marted

On I Ma]' during local History Week a rvorkshop .!vas helcl in Exeler Central l-ibrary b], the
lrcal studies Serwice of Devon Library and Inforroation Senices. Nothing strange in that
perhaps, and it proved to b€ one of the most successful of Devon s activities drrring a busy
rveek which included several talks alld clisplays. \\ahat is sonewhat unusual, holvever, is
that the subject rvas indexing local studies collecLions and the alldience was not library
staff but the general public. It was clear that there were many local history groups across
the countv busy collecting material to build what are misleadingly termed conlmunjLy archives,
ancl the millennium seems to have given an added inpetus to this. On several occasions
the local studies staff have been approached for guidance in deveioping these collections
and it rvas clear that there was a need for some forlll of training. The workshop was
advertised on the web, through press releases and on Devon s rnonthlv web-based local
studies newsletter which reaches representatives of a number of local tristory groups by e
mail noLification. Teams lronl two local hislory groups and several indivjduals attended, a
total of a dozen peopl€, a good number for such a trial run.

The lvorkshop rvas not tied to the practices of any one domain in the heritage sector, nor
was it linked to any specific type of soflware, nor indeed to computer based indexing as
opposed to manlral indexjng. Th€ dm was to introduce lhe general principles of lisLing and
indexing, dralving attention to the differeat traditions of indexing in libraries, museums
ancl archives. The lvorkshop then sought the basic principles rvhich underlje all approaches
to inciexing and which have been addressed throlrgh such projects as the Dublin Core
initiative. From there it was possible to suggest a basic record slmcture and cliscuss
principles for subject indexing. At the close of the workshop a nLlnber ol sample documcnts
were used to demonstrate holv these ideas could be applied in practicc. Whole areas were
only touched on briefly - for example lhe question of thesauri even though Devon is
rvorking on a lengthy taxonomy of local studies lerms- There rvas no attempt Lo be too
prescriptive and it was stressed that there $'as often no single correct answer \\,hen indexing
individual docunlents.

It was a risky undertaking after all, "cat and class lvas for manv students one of the mosl
obscure facets of study at library school, and indeeci in sone lib.ary school courses today
it is scarcely touched on. How lvould the general pubiic sun'ive a ninety ninute session
without their minds being bo*lled? In the event those attending were higbly motivated and,
from the pertinence of their questions, showed that they appreciated :urd understood the
issues involved. The lvorkshop notes were revised as a result of comments on some points
of detail and it is hoped to use them again to train other groups. In the meantime they can
be seen on Del'on s website at http://\'"$.w.devon.gov.uk/library/locsludy/indexlec.html

just in case anyone else rvishes to attempt a similar event. Any comDents would be
gratefully received. but remember that it is not iotendecl as a fL l textbook - afler all we
wish to encourage such voluntary rvork alrd not to frighten people oIf by making it all sound
too complex. The important thing is that what local history groups produce shoulcl be
properlv structured and thus be useful ancl accessible to others.

Ian M(r\1ed is CoLrnU IDcaI Stldies LDrcrtan, DeDon Library Seruices, and Chc.irmo.n oJ the

lncal Studies GroLe.
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HELP IV'AIITED

Networking Digital Mapping

Martin Hayes- Principal Librarian, Local Studies_ West Sussex C.C. Library Senice, $..iles
that the senice is considering the introductiod ol a digital mapping se^,ice Lo all 3b of our
libraries. We hope to start with curreDL clata received on CD fro Orclnance Suney under
thc local authority S.L.A. lservice Level Agreement) and evcntuallv inc]ude historical mapping
later. Librarl- slaff are discussing lhe proiect with colleagues fron the County Councjl,s
InlormatioD & Communication Technolog)r Services d€piutment. We have a pilol schcme at
onc library witlr the data loaded on lhe harcl disk ol a single pC, lvhich has workecl \vell.

However, the rain issue we are trying Lo resolve is how to deliver the data mosl elficien y
lo libraries. The options incluclc loading onto eaclt hard disk, dupljcating CD Ronls or,
ideirlly netvorking. I rvould greatly apprecjatc any ad\ice on clata delil,ery fiom anvonc
{whether working in libraries, or ICT, or pladning departnrents or sirtilar) with experience
jn setung up similar syste rs.

If you ha\.e a y inforntation or advice pleasc conlacl me
c/o Worthing Librarv, Richmond Road, Worthing, WesL Susscx, BNtl 1HD
Telephone 01903 212414 E IIlail: nartin-hdyes@rvest.sussex.(o\,.uk

FROM OUR CILIP COUNCILLOR

To be elected to the Council of the new CILIP rcpresenling the Local Studies crolrp has
lleelr a rare honour and I hope I can plav mv part well orer lhe next yezrr. As a verv new
Councillor i attended the reception nlarking the launch ol our new organisation at the cncl
of March. This treat was held at the Globe 'lheatrc ancl I was able to spend some yaluable
timc there wilh orrr prelious disti guishecl Councjllor_ Albcrt I-lartley. He was able to give
nre sorne advice about lhe amount oI papeNork that would be coming Ilry wlry.

The first olficial Council meeting begeln vith a choice of manv diflerenl blencls cJf cofJee in
the InLernational Colfee organisation building - a wclcome slart to an induction session on
the work of Council through its contmittees. panels ancl boards. Lots rvere dra\\,]l from a
velveteen bag to deternine the term of oificc of each Councillor a d I lvas conlirmecl for
one year'. I \vill ha\'e to be verv assjduous \\.ith the papenvork to make an impression on
behalf of our Croup by March 2003.

I have been put on the Professional Deve]opment Com{rittee and, jusL as Albert llaruel'
foresarv, I have alrcacly been sent lengthl' reports on which to comnent. The ljrst was \.ery
pcrtinent to local s[tdics librarians and concerned the CIL]P response to proposed regulatjons
on access to electoral registers. llere I was able Lo give local exarnples of inconsjstencics of
approach by Electoral Registration Omcers to publjc access or to the concept of lrel,ioLls
editions. The second lvas on thc draft CILIP response to a consultation paper on a national
stralely for local e governnent.

So firr I have lcarned far Inol'e from reading lhe clocumentation than I have been able
to deliver, but I hope thal anv rnelnber at all of the Local Studies Group \vill contact me
should lhe_\. havc any issues that the!' inight wish to be raised at Councjl level or a y
subjects lhat they would like lo talk o\€r $.ith me.

Elizabetlr Melra se. CILIP Couticillor
TeI: O 1609 767aOO.
e mail e lizab e th. melrose@northUorks.qou- u k @ Char.ered lnsrklte oI
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LOCAL STUDIES GROUP AGM

Our Annual General Meeting this year will be held on Wednesday lB September at
Allreton Library, Severn Square, Allreton. Derbyshire, at 1.Oopm. It will take place
during our Midlands and Anglia sub-group's annual Day School, rvhich is on k'cal
Studies an.l Social InclLision. All LSG members are entitled to attend the AGM itself
free of charge. Horvever. we feel that the Day School itselfwill be of inrerest to many
of our members, and attendance for the whole dav is welcomed. The cost of the Day
School is €28.00 + VAT (total cost S32.9O).

For further details contact Eleanor Nannestad at Lincoln Central Library, Free School
Lane, Lincoln, NE2 1EZ, tel 01522 51O8OO,
email eleanor.nannestad@lincolnshire.gov.uk.

For any information about the AGM. contacL oLlr Hon. Secretary, Diana Dixon, at
1i Cautley Road. Southwold. Sullolk IP18 6DD, email diana.dixon@1a-hq.orA.uk

TREASURDR'S REPORT

These accounts cover a fifteen month period, instead of the usual calendar year, to
show the position when lve becane thc Local Studies Group of CILIP, in succession
to the L.A.

You may recall. jn my last Report, my advicc abolrt becoming too delighted at olr.
then artificial surplus at 3l st December 2OOO. caused by the very late receipt lrom
the L.A. of the agreed Grant tolvaads our Bibliography expenses. The reievant expenses
to date have virtually used up this Crant. and there mal. be more to come.

The delicit therefore should come as no surprise. The fact that it is a round ligure is
purely coincidental.

These accounts include the cost of three issues of the LOCAL STUDiES LIBRAFJAN.
against one only last time. a diflerence of nearly 52600), so these results are, at
rvorst. not bad.

Our Main Group, along with our live active Sub-Croups, remains in a very health]/
financial state. lvithout holding ttnds in excess of rvhat the L.A. (now CILIP)
recon]mend.

Philip Thomas.
Hon. Tteaslrrer
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Income and Expenditure Account for the period
I st JanuarY 2OOI - 3lst March 2OO2

Expcndilure t
Nett V.A.T. on Coods & Scn'ices 33.86
LOCAL STUIJIES LIBRARIAN (i3 issrres):
Printing & Distribution S4493.97
LESS Subscriptions. Sales.
Advertisin.q & Inserts S517.00
Main Conrrnitlce (4 Mtgs) Exes
Officers Exes (at Outside Ml-gs)
Membership Sen'ices
Stationcry & Photocopying
Post:rges. Phone Calls.
Fz]-\cs & e -mails
McCrrlla Arvarrl: Arvard lll OO.OO

LIABII,I'IIES

Accumulated Surplus as i1t
lst Jan 2OO1

LESS Dclicit lbr pcrlocl to ciate,
broughl do$n lrom incomc &
Expenditure a/c

Phjlip Thomas. Hon. Treasurer.

Martin Undcn'ood. Hon. Auditor.

l4th June 2002

Income
Ca p itntioil

Un]l)relLA SIX:
Share oi Surplus Sl O38.0O
LESS Expenscs f362-52

I-SL, inclex - Sales

lnlcr-cst Reccivecl:
Bnrrl{ CLLrrent a/c S3.l7
Chlrrities Deposit S293.30

3976.97
18.13.76
376.52

0.95
307.35

24t .t 1

.c

6.16aJ.OO

675.,18

I OO

Biblio.qraphy Ilesearch Exes
Guiclelines Sub-Commitlee
Internaiional Relalions
Nclt Pavments tolfor Sub-Grotrps 6.95.S9 DEI.ICIT lor pcriod, carried

S9O35.9lt clown to Balancc Sheet

Inci(lenl:rl Exes e40.46 140.46
1410.37

13.03
5.68

BAIANCE SHEET of the LOCAL STUDIES GROUP
as at 3lst March 2OO2

296.47

s7435.95

l600.oo
t9035.95

ASSETS

Bal.lnce in Bank Clrrrent a/c 320.48
7595.91 COIF Charitics Deposil. 3722.72

4043.20
Sundry Debtors:

16O0.00 The L.A. (Unbrell-A Six) 1O3S.OO

_ do. {VA'1'RcfLrncl due) 59.71
Aclvertising & Inserts 855.00

.L5995.91 55991-).91
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RECENT LOCAL STUDIqS GROUP PUBLICATIONS

lrcai Sllrdies Libraries: Libraru AssociaLion Guidelines/or local stuclies proDision in
public librarles. Iaftin, D, ed.2"'t ed, Library,,lssociation Publishing,2OO2. B)pp.,915.95.
ISBN I 8560.1 277 4.
The front cover ofthis publication is disappointing a series of conlused j uxtapositions
of boxcs of black and variorrs shades of purple and a g.aphic which this reviewer
failed to interp.et (CD ROM spinning against ceiling tiles?1. Opening the book.
hou'cver. rvas a pleasrlre - 13 and 15 pt Garamoncl printed on clean white stock gives
an immecliate impression oI qLlali['. 'll]e size oI font is particularl]r important here .

Cuidelines such as these $'i11 be relerrcd to time and again - you need to be able to
quickly lind the relelant seclion and be sure that it is the relevant section arld nothing
prevails against this more thiln text too small and too clenselJr packecl. I spencl a lot of
Lilrie considering access issues. particularly in rcl.rtion lo exhibitions and the \\'eb,
arnd lhis pllblication cer-tirinll' demands high praise for visLlal accessibilit-v.

Few reacling lhis book will disa.qree \vith ihe llrst line of the introduction - Local
stuclies librarianship has chirnged dranraticall]/ in the last 20 vears and the pace of
change shorvs littlc sign oI sl.rckenin.q. The editor notes that the speed of change
today mcans that this \.ohrmc will be out of date almost belore it is in print - this is
one of the great challcngcs ofgr-riclelines and it is to be hoped that. through the use
of the web, access to a cllrrcnt. up Lo date version ol the Cuiclelines cnn be rnaintained-
Those invoh,eci with cligilisation projects. for exanple. will be firmiliar with the wav
the NOF Digitise Technical Slandarcls are regularly updated ancl the e-nrail .rlerLs
keeping us inlbrmecl oI thcsc ch:rngcs.

Following a bricf introduction Lhere is rvhilt is. ell-ectivellr, an Executive Sunr-narv'
a summary of the main recomll1endations ol these Ouidelines. In just over 3 pages

of A4 thc working Group have managed to summarise, in approxinlately 55
statcmenls. whaL a local studies library should do, under two main headings:'Ihe
Sen'icc ancl Rcsources, each ol these being subdil,ided into lour sub-sections.'llhe
Sen'ice covers the local studies sen'ice; the Llser; relationships: arnd marketing and
promotion, while Rcsources includes lhe collection; collection management: staff:
ancl facilities managemcnt. It is signilicant. ard welcome, that the Ouidelines begin
\f iththeSeif ice 'Collcctions are eslablished. maintained ancl developed as a ptlblie
sen'ice, in the pLlblic interest'(mv underlining).

Perhaps the most important issLle that comes up lrom the rvork oI lhesc Guidelines
is the importance ofnetrvorking. in both its ICT and traclitional sense. Local studies
lillrarians necd to network with other local studies libra.ians not only so that they
are aware of holclings but also to clcvclop their skills and maintain awareness ol
current developnlents. An issue that every 1ocal studies librarian \.vi11 be lamiliar
$'ith is the historical accident b!'lvhich much local stuclies material arrives at its
final repository. Though nost inslilLrlions now have detailed collecting policies this
was certainly not the case in the past and a service focusecl on users and not on the
collcclion shoLrld see sLafI developing their skills through networking and. cruciallv.
providing access through union cat.rlogues or. at least, an awareness of ivhich
institutions, locally and nationally (ancl internationally!) hold complemcntary
material. In this respect the ephemeral boundaries ol local authoritics can be a
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particula. issue. Thcse boundaries tvhich seenl to shi1l signillcanUy evcry 2O Ve2t.s
or so may, anci will. be ol great significance lo a local aulhoritv lullding a local
studies library but maJr not be ol thc sllghtest rclcvance 1o a Lrser (l1-1he library who
may regarcl tlle significant borrndaries as those which l-re or she grew up with or
ma)'be reseilrching a perio.l at \\'hich the boundaries \\,erc narkedlv clifferenl.

'lhese Glriclelines are gcncrallv very Lhorough itncl rcacline throllgh them anyone
\\'jlh experieI]ce ()1 \\'orking iii locitl studies will. I aln srrre. Ilncl thentseh,cs nocldin{
thejr head in ae.ee ent \\.ith ihcworking grolLll ove.n]ostof -te scctions idcludccl.
A ricle r lllust be acl(led to lhis. however. that most o[ us. whi]st we are lanlilierr Nith
thc ideas cliscussed corLlcl not have listecl thell1 as comprebcnsi\.elJ and cxpressed
them as cleilrly as this workin{ p:lltv have cionc a big thanks must go to the group
for this. Whilsl the quidelines do ackno\rledgc the changcs in librirrvlarcl arld in thc
libraries- nuseLrms ancl archivcs sector thcrc are 1in1.rs irt whic}t I \\,ish the CLridclines
\!erc more forwar (l lookjng. The issuc ofcross dontain working is iicldrcssecl (jn
parlicLllar in scction A4.5: l-ocal SlLtclies Ccntres) ilncl cliscussed lairlv, noting
comments Il orr archiYisls, ancl fe:rrs liom lillrarians tltilt. in air intcrclisciplir-tar v-

local stuclies ccntre. thet'may bc lhe llrsl \.jctints ol irn\.c ts al timcs ofblrClgeL
pressure. \\rhilsl noting the role ol Rcsourcc. the Cur,leLlncs clo not highlight tire
jmportance ofthc cmcrging Sin.Qle Reeional Agencies in rny own expeicncc. workin{
in both librilries alncl ntuseunls. I \vas awaae o[ lcars liortr slalT in bolh clontains :]t
Lhc lime ol the creation here ol ihe first of ilrc SR\s. Since North East MllseLrnls.
Libraries and ArchiYes Council camc into bcing in April 2OOl. ho\\cr,cr. the
opportunities oller ccl to sLalf hale irrcrcasecl .rncl lhc nuntber o[ ]ocal sl Lrclics libra n,
staIf, in particular. scarking wolk sllaclo$ plitaetncnls in lliuseLlfits Ltrc]rt .r sch.-In",
upe rt(,lh\ )'lL\4L\a h.r. gc.61-,. Fr.' o|lr':rtir,r.

lf I u'ere to isstre :r r:h.illensc to thc wor kjng gr oup ancl cditor ol thcse GLli.leliDcs it
s'ould be o\rcr the use ol thc \vorci libril.ian. Ever\onc will be lamiliar !\.ilh Lhc
larnent hearcl frorn sorne brilnch librarians about the .lcmise of lhc boolintan, or
'bool<$,olltitn ancl the lircl t]ral thc]' cli(l not come inlo ljtlrarians]iip Lo help pcoplc
get a holnlail accoLrnt. All ol trs in prolessions sLrcll ils librarjiinship ntLrsl ilrOLle
through, inclivialLlall\,, ancl lor orlr o\\'n consciences, llrc c\tent to \\,hich we rescn,e
the right lo Llse oLrr owD -judgncnt {the extcnt to lvhich \\.c kno\\. bctter than our
Llsers') and thc extent to,,!.hich \vc provide lhc service \\,hich our Lrsers Nant - eithcr
dernonstralcd lhroLrgh tlle ballol box ancl lhe clemocriltic process or bY voting with
their leel. \Vc kno\\' thlll local stLLclies is ir popLrlllr subjcct. \\.e hnow it is highlv
moti\rational ancl tl-rer irlo[c can be .l1) inccntive to lctu'niitg. we knolv that properh,
prescntecl it has rhc power to reitch to cirizens who \\'ould noL other$,isc access
mLlseunls or librarics. Do we tlten focLrs or-] thc needs ofllte uscr or t]rc nccds ofihe
collection? A clclailed cliscussion olthese issues is nlissine lront thesc guic]elines il
js probablv not appropriirlc lor a clocuncnt ol this kincl blrt I clo have a concern
lhat thc emphasis of this clocurncnt is too lnuch on lhe professional ancl the
collection. Wllilst there is ackno\\'lcclgment th.rt. for exantple_ local sludics libr.lrians
will fbrOe links $'itir local ancl lamilv llisLorv groups' :urci Librark s: lhe es-sence of
social incfuLsion is qllolccl {Activelv engage with and kno\\'yolr r colllmunitv ). I dicl not
Iind in these Cuiclclines a missjon Lo empo\ver Lhcse contrnLlnities and incli\,iclLr:tls,
to invohre thenl in other than a suborclinate Nay r.ithjn ihcr local sludies library, or
to operate trlllv in association NiLh riitlter Lhan on behirlf of.
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This publication lvas probably brought together before local authorities became
llrliv aware ol the implications of tie Freedom of Inlormation Act. As most librarians
$'ill be alware they will bc not be required to anstver enquiries for published
inlbrmation in book lorm rinder the strictures of this Act. The implications for
ansrvering enquiries rclating to the gr eat variet_y oI olher inlbrmation held by locai
studies libraries however is an ongoing issue - this is the sort ofarea where updated
versions of the Guidelines on the web will be of great use - parlicuiarlv to local
studies librarians needing to guicle their local authority Frecdom of Inforn'ration
officers !

The Guidelines rightly emphasisc the importance of stalTin deli\.ering a high qualit_v
sen'ice- Althollgh morc.Lncl more resources are available on line and many Lrsers.
even those who visit the library in the flesh will be searching cligitallv. the role of
local sludics stalf as information prolLssionais with a cletailed klorvlcclge oI the
resoLLrces and the skills in training uscrs how to Llse them is crucial. Thcse Guiclelines
suggest that Every public librar_], alrthoritv shoLrld have a local studies department.
headed b]' a local studies librarian.' \lhilst supporting the principle of this ] do not
believe that the job titlc is what matters - to ne lvhat is important is that the
individual concerned has the strategic vision to develop their service, the
understanding to respond to lhc public anci the skills to develop and sLrpport thei.
stalf. It is not included jn lhe list oI competencies inciuded in thc guide bLlt I also
believe that it is essential that this person should have used local stuclies collections
1br research pLrrposes. as very manv local studies librarians do, pLlrsLling their own
research inieresLs and contribuLing srrccesslirlly to studies in a \.ariety of lielcls.

Over the last l0 year s ar numbcr oI local stuclies libr aries have becn at the foreiiont
of digitisation ir-ritiatives ilnd this llook pror.icles uselll olrtlines of lhc digitisation
process rel-erences pro\.ide lnore clctailccl information. in general. sccLions on
digitisation are very good though I rvoulcl suggest that the use C)I 35mm negatives
and sliclcs as an intermediate stage in the cligitisalion process should carry a warning
with it this may be suitable lor some material, particularly sinailer itclrs. To
complywith the standards tor NOF-Digilise, however. (which are likely to bc adopted
lor manv .ligitisation projects) deLailcd cxamination ofimages ol larger itcms (laJger
than approx. A3 size) is likellr lo reveai the film grain. itnd pltotography, if usecl.
should be medilrm lormat. The scction on metadata is useilrl thollgh I wollld query
the ciescription of Dublin Corc'as a svstenl it is a list of 15 elements or required
'fielcls' of metadata which are neecled as a llasic description oI anv item, real or
digital. The guidelines arlso noLe that the adoption ol Ute Dublin Core as part of the
e-governnent inLeroperability framework )rirlr be signilicant . As it will be essentiai
for local and central government to conform rvith the e gif I think use of Dublin
core is essential - this does nol mean that metadatir has to be limiled to l5 elements
but that there must bc at least one fielcl in each record you create which can be
mapPe d to cach DLrblin Core element. I clo rvholeheartecllv agree with the Guidelincs
that well established library calalogLling proceclures have ntuch to commcncl thern
and records created in l,{]\RC/AACR2. which can also be provided in XML format
must be a scnsible rvay lonvard for library digilisation projects.

The Guidelines p.ovide sollle very souncl ach,ice on collections and collcction policv
setting out, lor example. the importancc o[ clistingllishing bet\veen a libraly collection
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of ephemera and arl archival collection - e-g. large collections of bil1s or receipts
providing evidence for business history'. I do i-eel that the general guidajlce on aJchives
could be strengthenecl. Ad\iice to libraries withouL archive facilities, to pass material
to thc appropriate repository could be clearer. Thc existence of artefacts in local
sLudics collections is not referred to although some collections do contain materi.rl
which would nrore appropriatelv be cared lor in a museum: I knorv at least one local
studies library coliection which has a stulled bird of sotnc histo.ical significance in
its collection fthis bi.d is on loan to an appropriate museum].

NIy overail reaclion to the Guidelines is r-erv positive. During the course olrevietving
I sat dorvn and read them, dipped in to them serenclipitously. and used them as a
reference tool. I think thelr rill bc ol g.eat Lrse to most local studies librarians and
earn a kev place on the desk. An online edition \,vith upclates and more \\,'eblinks r,'ill
be even more uselul and I hope that this wili come soon.

lain lyatson, Senior CLLraLar, Hancock,V/u.seunl, lJeurcastle upon T\ne

DkorL Diarla (compiler). Local studies librarianship: a LlorIcI bibliogrcLpLrg. Library
Associatiorr Arblishing. 2OO 1, 288p. Peperbacl<. !29.95. ISBN I 85604 3O7 X.

'Local studies librarianship stancls at the clltting eclge oI moclern library irnd
inlormation work . . . , writcs Diana Dixon in her introctlction to this haildsom.lv
procluced bibliography: Over thc r.cars it has probably accontmoclatccl more L hJ Dqr:
than anl'other aspecl oflibrary ancl inlbrinalion $,ork-'lt is celt.rinl]' trlr e tl-liit \i,hilt
\],as still a fledgiing option in libr.l{' schools in the 1960s ancl 197Os. \vhen Lhc
'local collection'was regarded .ls a gloonty backrvaLer by rrost lillradans, has burgeoned
to becomc the shorvpiece ol manv library authoritics.

This compilalion dernonstrates and celebrates the coming of age of the cliscipline.
Like any good bibliography it provides :r faithflrl map oI its sLrbiect. depicting its
chiel leaturcs, defining its borrndaries, ancl guicling lhe explorer aroLlncl all its
intricacies. Its 1,646 annotated entrjes. describing $.orks by more than l,3OO authors.
are arranged within sL\ main and nearlv slxty sub headings fwith cr oss-rclerences).
colering all aspects of collection management. sen'ices ard activjlies. lnate.illls,
ICT, partnerships, and rvorks on general topics and indi\'ldual collections. Within
sub heaclings the arrangement is alphabetical bl' aulhor, and there arc inclexes ol'
authors arncl places. The colrerage is worlcl$,ide - illlpressi\.elv so - wilh infornatjon
lrorn Japan. Nigeria and Hungarl' (to namc but rhree), as rvell as most English-
speaking nations and western Europe.

An excellent short introduction sets oLrt the paritnleters ofthe sLlbject. The compiler's
main difliculty (predictablyl has bcen dra\ving the line on wltat to include from thc
rvider literature oI local studies. on the onc irand, and iibrarianship on the other.
One may quibbic at some of her omissions, and there arc other small gmnbles -
proof-reading oversights rvhicl] have scrambled author index citations to er-ttries
488 93, forinstance; 'W.B. Stephen' (recte S tcphens); a lvrong dale in entry 616: the
same paper includecl trvice (893, 952, b)'this revie\.ver. coincidentally!): and
inconsistent treatment ln the place indcx. This last point is slightly morc serious
land surprising in view ofthe subject). Localities are sonletimes indexed also Llncler
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region and/ or country, sometimes not - a glance at the entries for Dudley,
Staifordshire , Walsall, West Midlarlds, arld 'Black, Country [sic]' will reveal a number
of inconsistencies.

But such carping must not overshadow the scale of the compiler's achievement on
behalf of the Local Studies Group of the Library Association. What better or more
useful present could be offered the group as it reaches its quarter century (it was
founded in 1977) than this? It is proof, if proof rvere needed, that the discipline's
parochial image has been shaken off, local perspeclives have become global, and a
whole arsenal of library skills has been employed. The track record of local studies
Iibrarians to date, quoting Diana Dixon again, 'ensures they can face the future
with confidence.'
John Chandlet Lccal History Consultqnt. JotmerlA Incal History Librari@n, Wiltshire
I)braries.

LOCAL STUDIES GROUP COMMITTE,E 2OO2

Chairman: Ian Maxted. Devon Colrnty LibraJy
Vice Chairman: Alice Lock. Tameside LibraJies
Hon Secretary: Diana Dixon. Suffolk
Hon Treasurer: Philip Thomas, Birmingham

MinutesSecretary: DouglasHindmarch. Shelfield Libraries
Hon Editor, LSL: Ian Jamie son. Newcastle upon .Il/ne

CILIP Councillor: Eli2,abeth Mel-rose. North Yorkshire County Libraries
Members: Ed Button, Suffolk Coun$r Libralv

Philippa Stevens. Hampshire County Libralr,,
Branch representatives:

London and Home Counties: Mick Scott, Keats House Library
Midlands and Anglia: Dawn Winter, Sandwell Libraries

North Western: Alice Lock. Tameside Libraries
Scottish: Don Martin. East Dunbartonshire Libraries

Welsh: Rheinallt LlFyd. DILS. Univ. Wales, Aberyshqrth
Northern Ireland: Yvonne Hirst, representing the Lib and Inf

Serwices Council (Norlhern IrelajrdJ
Local History Panel

The Group also has a Liaison Officer at CILIP headquarters to keep us in touch rvith
areas ofconcern. At present this is Jill Ma.rtin, lvho is therefore an ex-officio member
of the Committee.
As the nunber of candidates did not exceed the number of vacancies. no election
was necessa{/ this year.
As can be seen from the loregoing list, the Croup has committee members in most
paris of l-he counby. Ifyou have ary ideas or suggestions for meetings or day schools,
workshops etc - or indeed an!'thing you wish to bring to the attention of the Committee
- please do not hesitate to contact your nearest Committee member, or the Hon.
Secretary at l1 Cautley Road, Southwold, Suffolk IP18 6DD, email diarta.dixon@la-
hq.org.uk



FROM OUR SIJBGROUPS

Our Scottish sub group. LOCSCOT, conLinues to flourish. Once again. it organised
Local Historv Week. and Christine Miller of East Dunbartonshire Libraries reports
ihat it also held a very sllccessful day school at Dunlermlinc in March. The subject
was Digital Ancestors' and the speakers provided informative talks on current
developments in digital lamily historv information. Elizabeth Carmichael liom the
Mitchell Librarv, Glasgow, spoke about online resources for lamily historians She
detailed the most useful site and talkecl abollt he. experiences in helping lamily
historians lind inlormation on the Internel. This was followed by Martjn Tvson,
rvho oversees thc Record Flnterprise, \\,hich providcs access to the historical and
current records held b)' CROS. He explained hor.v ihe 19Ol project $,as completed
and indicated luture plims lor further digitisation. Hazel Anderson liom the Scottish
Archive Network (SCAN) spoke about her rvork rvith the Testaments project. This is
a major project to cligitise the rvills of Scotlancl from clS5O to 1875 in full colour.
They expect to capture abolrt trvo million images finishing by the end oI the year.
This work is carried olrt in partnership \vith the cenealogy Society of Utah. The
final speakers, Sylvia Brolvn and Liz Stevens. talked about reco.cls of.fhe ChLlrch ol'
Jesus Christ and Latter DaV Saints ancl the developmcnt of their 1S8t Census CD
and the Family Search internet site.

From Alorthern irelan.l LISC reports the success of Locai Hlstorv weck there. which
['as held in M!1v to coincide lvith the Historical Associalion's national Local Historv
Week. All the Ecluc.tLion arcl Librirrn Boards look pa.t, pro\.idine a rvicle rrnge ot'
evenLs inclucling talks. cxhibitions and history trails. The LISC (NIl Local Histon,
Panel held a seminar to give practicirl advice to tvriters and researchcrs in thc Liclcl
of local hislory. with speakers lrom the lields ol broadcasLing. education, resealch,
funcling, j ournals, libra.ies and archive work. This lvas highlv successlui, rvith abouL
filtv people atlending ancl man]' contacts made. lt is also repoi Led that the Northern
Ireland Plrblicalions Resource has created a databasc and two repositories lor items
published in Northern Ireland post 2OO0 have been cstablished. ancl that RASCAL
{Research and Special Collections Available Locallyl no\.v has over 5OO descriptions
readv lor entering onto the database.

Follo\.ving on lrom the success of their 'Disaster planning' dav school the Mi.llancls
and Anglia SLLb grorrp held a rvorkshop on Presen ation on a shoestring., at the new
Millennium I-ibra{'. No.ivich. in May. After a tour of the nelv library bl, Claire A.qate
of the Nonvich local studies librarv, Alison Walkcr and Belinda Sanderson oi the
National Presen'ation Oflicc dealt with the planning ol a low-cost preserl,ation
programme, including the cleaning ol collections. good hanclling practice.
photocopying guidelines ancl protcctin.q collections. and there was a session lbr
delegates to share problems and solutions.

Our lVelshsub-group helcl a successlui day school on thc census entitlecl .lBOl ancl
all that: the significance of the Census". Various speakers talked about aspects oI
the topic. Ilheinallt Li',\.yd dealt with the inception al-ld earlv davs of the census.
while Dr. Jill Barber providcd a comprrhensive account ol the importarce ancj value
of census retu.ns for a lyide varietv of purposcs arlci for difl-erent Llser groups. Dr.
MariAWilliams discussed a Glarnorgal case study using census reLurns from lg91
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to give linguistic evidence and migration paLterns in hvo specilic areas in the Rhondda
valley. Beryl Evans. geneaiogical rcscarcher at the National Library of Wales, gave a
timely reminder that a rvholc rangc oI oLher sources. both national and local, often
nee.led to be considered and uscd in conjunction with census returns. Finally. FIelen
Palmer, the Ceredigion County Archi\.ist, rclalcd some oI the joys lajrd frustrations!)
ofattending to the neecls of fanily and communitlr historians. 29 delegates attendecl
and there rvas a lir,'elv roundup session with nunerous questions irnd comments to
round off rvhat was agreed to bc a very worthwhile day.

Thc l{orth 1ve-st SL.b-CroLrp had an attendaitce of nearlJ' forty at its da}' school on
mllitary history, held at Fuhvood Barracks in April. Thc SLrccn's L.rncashire Rcgiment
proviclecl excellent hospitality .rncl an interesting toLlr of the barracks, ancl the day
also gave those attending an idea olthe range and usefulness ofregimental records,
\,vith a particularly interesting session on their Lrse for famii]' history. The subgroup
is now planning ils ncxt da!' school. which is to be on lhc subject of lllnclraising lor
local studies. Speakers \rill be talking about successful bids - ancl Nhy bids lail.

NOTES AND NEWS

Volunteer photographers are needed bl,'the Images qt,England project. Nhich aiIns to
photograph all 37O.OOO ol England's listed blrildings and nake the results lieelv
available on the iilternei. Volunteers clo not need to be professional photogr:,rphers
lo lake part. but lhev do need to have a keen interest in photography, experience of
working under a variety of conditions and a clesire to know nore :rboul their local
architectLrre. Sone areas hLlve alreadv been well covered - in ,l\ne and \\rear, lbr
example, 850/o oflisted builclings have so fal been photographed - but more volunteers
are needed particLllarly in south and east Kent. north lvest Essex. Sulfolk.
Cloucestershire, Dorset, Cumbria, the Yorkshire Dales, soLith Somerset, Shropshire
and Herelordshi.e. Travel expenses. fiim ancl processing costs. ancl training are
provided by the project. Libr arians might like to clraw this to tl.re attention of some
oI their- ]ocal photographers rvho, lor instance, may have taken part in local
photographic pro-jects. Notes on the experiences of individLral photo.qraphers have
appeared in the project's o!!n newsletter, Images qf Englc.nd, 6, Sunrmer 2OO l. ancl
in an article by Ann Vink in lnccrl History l\'Iagozine, 89, Jan/Feb 2002, 1,1- I 8. 'l'he
contact is Jan Fosler at Images ol England. En.qlish Heritage. NMRC. Kemble Dr ive.
Swinclon SN2 2CZ, 1,cI O1973 4146.13, e mail ioevolunte crsOenglish hcritagc.orli.uk

Electorirl registers are in re.qular use by local historians, \f ith sets, often on nricrofiche.
being availablc in record olllces ar.rd local studies librarles. Recent deYelopments.
however, may put access to this resource al risk - a reccnt DTLR consulLation p:1pcr
on Electoral registers: access, supplyand sale cleals rvith proposed nelv regulations.
which among olher lhings are concerirecl rvith the issue ol Iieedon ol inlbrmation
and personal privacy. -A mce ling was reccntly held at CILIP headqllarters to discuss
the future public provision of electoral registers: present were representatives of
count_v and unitary authodty libra.ies, countv.ecorcl offices, the tsritish Library,
thc Priblic Record Office and copyright consultants- Various issues were discussed,
and rcconmcndations rvere made, particularlv where there $'ere omissions - lor
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insLancc there was no Inentlon of pLrblic libraries in thc discussiolt documents. The
meeting agrced that tavo nain collrses oi acLion were rcquired: to provide guidance
noles lor library and .ecorcl olfice sLal1. irncl the ritisitlg of conccrns \,"'ith thc
appropriatc bodies. inclLrding DTLR. DCMS and Ure Local covernmcnt Association.
A lullcr rcport has been prcparecl by Ian N,lil\tecl. and this has becn pubiished in Lhe
JLlnc issue ofthe local stLlclies newsleltcr published bY Devon Local stuclies Scnice:
this is al,ailirblc on the web ar hLtp://w\\'\\,.clevon.gov.Lrk/library/locstLrcly/
list1169.htnr

IIAVE YOU SEEN.,.? Some recent items of interest to local studies librarians

Smitlr. C. Confilllllitll .rnd chcrn.Je: the Juture of the \ticlo! icL Histon l oJ lhc Colrntie-s of
Englortd. The Locni Hi-slor iar1, 32(2). Xlay 2002, 84 89.
Abrief historv ofthe development ol \,'CH, follorved bv sonre i(le:rs lor its lrrtrlre rvays
of working, including rcvision in \\,orking methods of VCl l stalf ancl the rrsc of the
Intcrnet to prolide bcltcr conlnllrnic:llion of lindings to the pllblic. Examples are
gi\,cn lrom Willshire. whcre the ilulllor is VCH'S assistarlt eclitor.

New pLltllications ftom thc Fecieriition o[ Fami]V Hislon'Societies:
Cibsan ,J. Ltjlgston ts .1n.l SDlith lJ. W: Ircai Ner!.sp.tpers i7S0,Ig2A. 2,,1 ed 2OO2.
72pp. .95+fl.A5 p&p. ISEN I 86006 157 5.
Ci/rson J an.i Cirurchill E. Prob.l te -llrri-s.licl ions: LL'/t€rre lo loott -lor Lt,ills. S,r ed 2OO2
72pp. .14.5O+!t.O5 p&|. /SEN I a6OAO 152 4.
Gibsan,.J ancl Pesl<ett P l?ecord O.1iccs: ItoLD to:ntldthenL 9t, ed 2OA2. 64 pp. fB.9S+!I.Os
p&,p. .istsN I EOAO6 126 5.

Like nrost ol th.r cxcellent series o[ publications from the FF HS, the ti es arc ]argelv
self explanatorv, .,rncl are likelv to bc of valtre to I.tcal studjes librarians who. alon{
with archivists. rcccive so manv cnquiries lion1 f.rmilv historians. 1']resc \.ollrntes
are all revised ancl upclatecl eciilions. Apart h-orr upclating maps tvhere thc localion
of the Record Ollice ancl/o. acccss routes lia\,c ch:rnged, this eclition ol Record
Ofrtce.s inclucles rvcbsite ilcl.lresses :ls $'e11 as Emiril ancl postal ones, all conlirmed in
nricl Marclr 2002. Prabate JLLrtdicLions shows vadous changes inclucling thc transler
ofsonle probalc recorcls lionr Somcrscl Iiouse to FirstAvenue House, High FIolborn.
ancl an jncrcasecl nunbe. ol indexes. both prinLccl ancl in clectronic lormirt. ancl
such changes as there are in cLlstoclians and addresscs of repositories_ Local
rvelu-spaper-s takes accollnt of the Newsplan project and notes that there har,e been
many increases in holdings as a result ofits su.r,ey and the subsequent r]licrofilming
programme. Thc guide is based on lhc BL Nelvsp.rpcr Library Cataloglre. now available
on Lhe inlcrnet. \\4ri1e the lattcr is vastlv !rseful to libraries. this is a hirnd}, booklct
Ior thc inclividuai to Leep at home. as not cveryone l-tas internet acccss immediirtelv
to hernd. and it has been published ars a result ol-clclrancl_ lt allcntpts to cover all
newspaper repositories in England, Wales. the Channel Islancls ancl te Isle of Mirn.
rvith the caveat that Utc most Lrp to date inlorrnation should be sought fron the
rcpositor)'. Ne$.spapcrs which lasted less thiin lbur vears arc exciuclcd. The
bibljogr.lpl-rical rcl.crcnces \lhich appu:lred in the lust cd itio n ll 5 y.ars ago. :incl long
out of p.io1) arc also cxclLlcled due to lintitatioils oi space.



H.],II, B ed. Aspects oJ Birminghdm: discooering loco.l history. wlwrncli[fe Books, 2oo 1

)6Opp. fl9.99. ISBN I 871617 67 3.

\VhaJncliffe Books, an imprint of Pen arrd Sword Books. have been noted for some
time as a successful pubiisher of Northern local history in their'Aspects" series.
The furthest south the-v had ventured previously had been Leicester, but this volume
on Birmingham is very welcome.

Eleven able contributors, all with strong Birmingham connections, have contributed
chapters on vaJious topics. inclucling Birmingham Workhouse Masters and Malrons.
Birmingham and the Spanish Civil War. the Birmingham Municipal Bank and the
Birmingham Mission. The period covered is, where appropriate. the 1830s to the
l98Os, and enterprises and institutions, half lorgotten even by older Birmingham
residcnts, are brought back to life with copious illustrations and gene.ous texl
Extensive notes and relcrences are given. including prima{r sources liom rvhich
those interested can research lurther. Three of the contributors are senior mentbers
of the Local Studies and History Scn ice of Birmingham Plrblic Libraries, while the
Editor is a founder member and tvas the lirst Secretal''/ ol our olvn Local Sludies
Group.

A revrewer is expected bv tradition to lind laults and errors. but it is diflicult to do
so here. M]' only comnent is that in the section on lhe Birmingham Mluicipal
Bank, instead of four virtually identical external views oI lhe Head office in Bro.rd
Slreet: I wolrlcl have prel-errecl a bettcr internal vieN of the rrajestic banking hall
wiLh inscriptions sLlch as 'l-hrilt Brings Happiness' around the upper reaches -t\lso,
as all the branch bllildings shown aJe nolv in other use. r'vhat about a shot oI the
thriving Sutton Coldllelcl brarch of Lloyds TSB at Manev Corner?

This book is very well produced and rvill staid a lot oI handling, and is therelbre
enlinently suitable lbr library use as rvell as personai ownership, and is very good
value for money. With sllch awealth of history in Birmingham, it is earnestly hoped
ihat ilrther additions to this series will be published. After all, Bi.mingham is not
just a city of the Industrial Revolution: New Street itself has been knorvn by thal
name for six centuries at least.
Philrp Thomas, IsG Treasurer.

D.]]],es, M ond Perkins, C.-l{. CountnJ B.Lnl.s o-f England and \\raLes: p.iuate proDitTcial

banks ancl bqnkers I688 1953. The Chartered Institute oJ Bankers, 2OOO. 2DaIs and
CD Rom. llOO. ISBN O 85927 6l I 9.
Alihough the growth of the banking system outside London over the last three
cenluries has been touched upon in many local histories, iL appears to have been as
a peripheral matter- This has nolv been addressed in a very comprchensive lorm by
the book under review. The dates in the title are deliberate. In 1688, Thomas Smith
opened his bank for business in Nottingham. and in 1953, lhe last private bank
outside London. Gunner & Co ofBishops waltham. Hants, became part ofBarclays:
it had been the sole suryivor sincc 1925, rvhen the other unconnected private bank.
in Cheshire. entered the national banking svstem.
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In the first century and a half. thc growth o[ private banks coincided lvith the
indust.ialisation ofBritain and thc cmergence ofthe middle class ent.epreneur. but
lhis $,as no coinciclence, as thcy providcd lhe capital to set up the 1-acto.ies. the
canals and later the railwalrs. not Lo mcntion a felv libra es. They were all local
enlerprises. the lbLrnclers being th(] lancled gentry and later thc successlul tradesnlen.
all people held in high respect by their coirmunities, who rvcrc willing to entrust
thei. savings and capital to them. 'l'hei. impact on the local economy cannot be
stressed too highly, though thcir pro\.ision of cirpital lor local and national railway
schemes in the e.rrljer part of the nineteenth century planted the seeds of their ou'n
demise, as the f:1sler conmunication allorded b]'the growing national raih.vav nehvork
encouraged the London banking org.rnisations to expand into the provinces and
compctc with tl-re local bankers.

There \\'ere somc speclacular successes.'j'he l-loycl family in Birnringham set up in
1765 lvith g8OOO capital ancl thcir dircct successors are I-loyds TSB, present in
almosl every High Street. The Glrrney s, at their pcak, hacl thirty two ollices in
Nonvich and the sLrrroLrnding area and became part of the national system at a very
good return to Ule proprietors. Llowever, all thesc barnks rverc parinerships: there
were no limited liabilit-v companies in those days, and thcre wcrc some spectacular
failures ancl bankruptcies arrongst the balkers. rvith serious repercussions on those
communities and the depositors, not all of whom rvere \,vealthy and who in somc
cases lost everlthlng they ownccl.

These n]agnillcentll, proclLrccd hardback volllrrcs list illi the private banks, \vilh
lheir partners over thc wholc of thcir cxislcnce. and their eventual fate - closlire.
amalgamation, failurc. incorporirlion inlo the uig !-our" etc. The lists are in
alphabetical town ordcr, .rnd all tlre primarv sou.ces are given. A CD Rorn is included,
gi\dng easi/ acccss lo locirtions ancl persons. There is a select bibliographv.lnd,
helpfully. thc localion ol-rare rvorks is given. The amount of reseaich done lor this
work mealns that it rvill renlain current ibr decades to come, apart from anv nerv
primaJy sources \vhich might cone to light.

In a $'ork of this magnillrde U-rere ilr:e bound to be the occasional small error. I lbund
tlvo onl]r: in thc notes on individual Oxford banks, the town was spelt occasionally
as Oford, and I qucry Stroud (in Kent] - shoulcl it be Strood? These, horvever are very
minor obsenra lions.

The cover price of this work nlay seem high, blrt to put it into perspective it is 75%o

of the price of one of the volLlmcs of thc cstim.itllc Wallord s Guidc to Reference
Materials trilog!-, each volume of which is revised e\.ery thrce years. In my opinion
this is an esscnliurl addition lo all cornprel1ensive local studies collections - or at
least it sholrlcl be in the library sornervhere.
Philrp fllornas, ACIB, I,SG Treasurer.
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