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EDITORIAL

Umbrelt-{ 6, Lis rnost oI vou \\ill ktro\v. n'as helci in Marrchester on Julv 5 - 7. Most
of those who attendecl agreed that il r,vils il success. though attendance was down on
previous years. This in tuIn mcanL that less people rvent 1o hear the speaker s arajlged
by thc LA Groups rvho ofl-ered progrirnrnes. Unlbrtunatclv this $'as true ofattendances
at the progrannle oflerccl bV LSG. despite effo.ts to rnake il rclevant to today s work
and to atiracl specialisl speakcrs. The LA \\'olrld like 1o contirtue thc UmbrellA
fomlat. maybe with some chajlgcrs. in hvo yeitrs tinre- B]' then. of course , ixralgamation
will ha\.e happelied. but it should bc pointcd out thilt IIS took ;i full part in this
year's proceedings and ollcred a full progrilnrme- f-airl].soon Groups u'i11 be asked to
decide whether they \rill be taking p:1rt in 2003, and the LSC Conrnittee rvouid like
to l<norv vour \.ie$,s. Ifyou attencled, did ]'ou bcnclil from it? II you did not go lvere
there particular reasons Liming. llnding. place. leirve probicms, lor inslance? The
Conrnittee \vill h.rve lo tnakc a clecision arlci u,'ould like at leasL somc kind offeedback.
Would it be bcttcr to oller levuer pilper s ancl conccnLrate thern on one day. lbr example?
Please let us know. 'l'l-rer e is .rlso thc point that there are plenarv sessjons addrcssed
by high proflle spe.rkcrs. timecl to be available to all delcgatcs, rvhich were highly
succcssful. and oI course UnrbrellA ollers thc chiutcc of netrvorking with colleagues
as well as beiDg able to see a m.tjor tradc cxhibitioD.

There have been changes \\'ithjn lhc Committee this veitr lbllo\l,ing the clcctions.
Two long sening olllccrs. Chairman Elizabelh Melrosc.tnd Sccretary Patrick Baird,
arc both laking llrell earned reiire rent, thorrgh $'c shall continue to benelit from
Elizabeth's experieilce as slre lvill rcmain ol1 the Comnrittee. This is lhe placc to
record the Group s tribllLc lo Lhcir hard work ir-r kecping lhc Group s activities in the
public eye. Their sLrccessors are Ian Maxtcci :rnd Diana Dixoil respectively- A fllll list
of the new Conrmittee appcars clsc\\'hcre in this issrre-

-t\s far as Comnrittee aativitv gocs. olrf:LnnLlal reporl aird acc()llnls appear in this
issue. Work on thc Guidclines for locill studies ljbrarians is almost complete and lve
hopc for publication belore loo loirg. Publjc.rtion of the BibliograpllA oJloccl studies
Iibrar i,anship is also on the rvay. We corltinuc to bc consultecl and/or rnake
representations on bel-iall of tlre Grollp erbout matters which coilcern or may alIect
local studies- Ifliou ha\.c anv matters $,hich you wouid likc us to take up, do please
get in touch.

Finally, don t lo.gel llrilt I-S{-; h:1s its own website.
Consult it at http://wv/w.la-hq.org.uk/lsg.htm



OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES: local history in the digital age
Nrgel Iltrdrlrrrcl

Tllis irrlicle is l)aso(l ()n.l l)allcr l)rcs(lll(ci l() lllr \()r-lh \\i 5l llrilllah ol lhe L()cal
Sludirs CroLlp in \r)\'cnllJ( r 2000. ll is intcn(l(d to ()llir il 1r\\' iloillters ils well as
daa\\'irtg atlr'nliort Io tlte Lul(lerh lllg oJ]l)()llLurilia; llrl(l I)aolrl( rlrs iili('lv to arise as a
( onsccluerlct, ol djgilisi.rli()l] projr'{ ts.

The value of !ocal history

Lociil ]rislory celebrirlcs lir(' Lrniquc ntlLll ('o1 our cili('s. to\!r]s air(l villages in illr age
\\'hcn elob.rl lorces aIc ero(ling th( ir incli\ idLrillil\ .lD(l llornogenisilre lhcjr apl)ea,raDce.
I-oc:rl ltislory places conrn)unili('s irncl inalivl(lLrals nl lhc \1'n' cor(: of ollr heritil{e.
'l'he \'oice ol 1hc jD(lividlrill is not lost ir) thc luDiLrlt ol-gacal nLlnrl)ers. cvenls itnd
political leaders as is oftcn lhc cils( \\'illt natianral hislrnl. l-ocal hislon corlcrillralcs
on the bujlcjing blo( l(s ()l-socicl\' f:|ujllcs. inclivi(lLrals ancl organis.rtions $,lticlr
shape pcople s liras in a vcn' rcirl $'ar'. I-ocarl lristoif, is iilclrrsi\,e in tha( cvcn'lroclv
has a hisiorv \\4ricll int('rlwin('s willr lhat oI lheir conlnlunity, .rnd it is r]lso
p.rrliciltative in thal l)eoplc arc ('ncorrrilgc(l lo (lisco|cr historical infornlation lbr
thcmsch'es. l)c{inninq \\.ith lamih' l)apers aDd phologftrphs ancl later workinA oul\\'arcls
to iocilL primary an(l secon(iary s()Llrces.

Loc:rl ltislon'sen,ic('s arc Yen iDlportart( to th()sc irrtcrcsteci jnlocal histon'becarrse:
thcy provide uniqLlc nratcrials arlcl resoLllces to the area lhcy sen'c {irnd beyoncl):
thcv encollra{e pe.Jl)le to ilativei},txplorc llreir o\vn hcrililgc: thev rcinforce a scrlse
o[ con]Inunitv identily an(l enc()rrrage social inclusion; lhcv act as a htrb lbr loc:rl
grorrps. schools, collegcs and otilcr clrltrr.al or{.uririillionst irnd lltey prcsen'c ancl
promotc the local collective me )on.

Unlocking the cellar: the pr:os and cons of digitisation

The cligilisation of l(x'al history nraterjrlls is ilr its inlillicy, but alrcircly lhe potcntial
for devcloping ileN sen'iccs (cg rcnlole dcli\'en'. \'irtuill collcctions. electronic tex1s.
nehvorking loc.rl stu(lies researchcrs. online lirrding irids) ilsj wcll .rs strengthcning
'tradiljonal' scn'iccs is c'norllloLLS. Digitisaljon is lhe conversion of a physical
docunlent or ima{e inlo a elc( lronic eqLriyrl( n1 \\'hich car l)e stored and accessed
on a local PC or sen'cr, or fi]aclc il\.ailitlllc to il \vider ilLrdience \.ia an Intralnet or on
the World Wide Web. It is arglriil)llr thc Qreellest rcvolLrtjon in the clissemination of
inlbrnr.rtior) since the GLrlenbcrg press. i lhat l)otcn{jallv it irrstarltly makcs alailable
uniquc malicrials to irnybody rvith access to a persottal compulcr and the Internet.
'll-rerc are n() marr.qinai cosls: a \veb silc is rlo more cxpensive to l)roduce whcther
rcad by a hrrDdrccl or a lrrrndrecl rnillion pcol)le. I)igitised copies lnay also hclp to
prcsen.c r,alr.table ori!.inals llv ertcorrriigirr€ thc usc oi clectronic sLlrrogiltcs.

Digitisation olTers opporlLrnities lbr:
. alnosl limitlcss clislril]tilion: 370 rnillion people car accrcss lhc lrtlcrnei (1999 esl.l
. provision li)r:r "2.+/7 glol):rl rcsource : a digital libral can be opcn 365 <la1's a I'ear
. grealer ac(ess witltin orgir nisil I ions. eg rcnlolu 2lcccs\ at l)ranch ljllraries
. presen'ation: .cduccd us(i of li {ilc / o\,erLr secl origiltills



. conversion: when a source is digitised it becomes a new resource with new
possibilities

. flexible searching: it is easier for a reader to select and view images on screen

. savings on routine copying. physical retrieval alld re filing of materials

. maJketing of quality prints as seen by users in the library or online

. use of other formats (sound, multimedia, virtual reality)

. cross lertilisation of ideas and content (eg text on the web can be hyperlinked l

Ho$'ever, there aJe a nLlmber of potential problems:
. digitisation requires resources, lT skiils, patience and enthusiasm
. digitisation is time consuming and the actual scanning can be very bo.ing
. electronic content can easily be stolen and corrupted on the Worid Wide Web
. collection of luture primary sources which have been created electronically
. accessing materials on the web caln be difficult: lhere are 8OO million web pages on

the Internet lvith no overarching editorial standards or control
. long te.m stabilit_v ofstorage media and file lormats is not assured: optical/magnetic

devices are not trusted as permanent preservation media. Image lormats (JPEG.
GIF. PCX. BMP, TIFF, EPS) are subject to obsolescence arld change

. challenge Iunding ralher than core lunding of projects couid jeopardise
sustainability

. copyright clearance and agreements are hard to establish or claril.'. Note that
copyright problenls between the library and ima€le database supplier may also be
an issue and shouid be sorted out before images and cataloguing data are embedded
within whichever database/search engine is employed or if materials are placed
on a web site orvned by an outside organisation.

The big picture; agencies and projects

al Information sources.
There are a number ofagencies which pro\.ide advice and support on the digitisation
oflibrary and other cultural nlaterials. In the higher education sector, these include
AHDS (Aris and Humanities Data Service) (http:,//ahds.ac. uk/), TASI (Technical
Advisory Service for Inrages) http: / /w\\'"w.tasi.ac.uk). HEDS (Higher Education
Digitisation Sen'ice) http://heds.herts.ac.uk), and FIATII (Humanities Advanced
Technology and Information Inslitution. Glasgow) (http: / i/www.hatii.arts.gla.ac.uk).
SCRAN (Scottish Cultural Resource Access Network) (http: / /n nrv.scran.ac. uk)
provides content as well as technical advice on digitisation. In the library world
UKOLN (The UK O11ice for Library Netivorking) (http: / /ukoln.bath.ac.uk/) provides
technical guidance on projects such as the People's Network and NOF Digitise.

There are also many articles and guides available on the World Wide web. The
Digital Librarian, The Libra.ian's Cuide to the Best on the Web can be found at
http: / /wwrv. cligital librarian.com/ and provides a guide to the resources avallable
on the Internet and elservhere. See also TASI s Existing Digital lmage Archives at
http:,/,/u,.!,'w. tasi.ac. uk/ resource s /img-resources.html HATII has 'Links Lo

Digitisation Resources and Sites , rvhich also lists articles, readings and journals
on digitisation at http: i/ /w1vw.hatii. /itrts.gla.ac. uk/DigiSSO 1,/urls.html . HEDS has
mounted several presentatlons from a seminar held in June 2OOO, "Planning and
Implementing a Digitisation Project" - papers can be downioaded from
http: / /heds.herts. ac. uk/conl/cor.rf2o0o. html . Neu.: Library: Lh!: People s Netuoth
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{esp l i}6 l.4OJ contairls much oD t}rc llrtrrrc ol loc:rl sLLrclics .r11d .ligilislttior-r:
lrttp://\\1r1\'.Lrkoln.Lrc.rrk/scn.ices/lic/n.,\\'librirf, .-l'llerc is also ir NOF l)igitise MailinC
List \!('ll pilge: lrttp://\\.\r''w.jiscI]]i1i1. c.uk/lists/nol-(ligi.htlrr], as wcll ils the
Histor)'-Digilisation Mailing List at Ir(lp://\\-\\'\\'jiscrnail.ac.uk/lists/histoD-
digiiisation.lr t ml

b) ProlccLs
TIrerc irre a nunll)er ol-nationai libran' digital l).ojec(s. lor e\arlple the Brilish
Lilrarv Digital l-iljrarJ Prog.irmme (htl prl /w[,av.b]. uk/diglib). Sr:e for exanple BLs
flvaniorr Collcction at http: / /\rNw.bl. rrk/collcctioDs,/epc,/digipro/evaDion.ht rll
C).rbricl: gi1lc\vay lo ELlrope s National libraries ( r,r"w. bl. uk/gabriel) contains digitised
trcasllrcs liom 26 ol-thc 41 rrajor liuropean libraries. Other outstanding overseas
r(lsoLrrccs inchlde the l-ibrar)'ol Congress Ar-nerican Menrorrl ht tp: / /menory'.loc.gov)
which provides access to kcy national docuDrcnts as well as rclated lcirrning supporl
materials, and the PROs l-earningcun'c (http://lcarningcurve-pro.go\'.uk/
loc:1lhistory/intro.htm) is one gooci example ol how djgitised content has bcen used
jn a themal ic wav in a series of educational cxhibitions and \.irtual galleries. The
I.lnglislr Heritage $'cb site. Images of England (http://212.125.77.51/), contains
djgital idrages of England s listed buildings

Ilegional and locari history sources include thc Collage database, whic}l cor-ttains
2O.OOO works dralvn from the collections of ll]c Cuildhall Library and Arl Gallery in
London (http: /,/collage.nhil.conr) and Leeds Library and InfornlatioD Scrviccs
photographic archi\.e, the l,eodis database (\\l-w.leodis.orgl. which conlains ovcr
i0,0OO old and ncw images ol Leeds. Gateways such as'lomorrow s llistory: iDages
of lhe North {http: /,/wvw. the northeast.com/northlib/dcfault.asp) providcs an
illustrated narriltive ol thc North East region. (Sec plO ol this issue for rnore
Lrforma(ion on Tonrorrorv s World). lrcal web sites produced by local studies societics and
otller (:ommunitv organisations and individuals should not be ovcrlooked. Many of
Urese wcb sites provide good quality images arld also nluch usl:ful historical infonration.

Requirements for successful dlgltisatlon projects,

yirtl.all!,r,,VeLU creattng lhe digital collection(hltp]- / / ukoln.bath.ac. uk/sen'ices/ Iic/
digitisation/intro.html) advises that actual data capture is but a small part of the
project. and oflen the easiest and quickest part'and citcs the main elements as:
. selection of material
. copyright identillcation oi owners ancl clearance
. sclection and installation ol hardwarc and software (data capture and retricval

sj/slems)
. l)ata capture (the actual scanning etc.)
. Cataloguing ar]d indexing
. documFnl ajld lil managernent

HEDS Inlb.mation Paper The digitisation process [http: / /$'ww. ukoln.ac.uk/nof/
support /hclp/papers/ digitisation.htm) offers the follo\Ving tcchnical ad\.ice:
. know your originalsr their lbrmat. condition, size, colour and content
. identifu thc costs (noting that ob]ects will require intermediarv photography)
. crcate a diAital master (ie a high quality file which will beconre an archive version)



. think about resolution and bit-depth (see 1l'\1.av.tasi.ac.uk)

. choose the right scanning equipmeirt (especially a good qualily flatbed scanner)

. decide whether to scan in house or use a bureau

. If choosing an external scanning bureau:
- check whether they conform to NoF-Digitise standards {see belowl
- Ensure that they have safe storage facilities away from the production area

check if work lvill be subcontracted and if o.iginals may be larmed out'to other
sites

The NoF-Digitise Technical Sfcrrldarcls ancl cuideliles (http: / /www.peoplesnetwork.
gov.uk/ nofltechnical standards /introduction. html) cite four broad areas lor
consideration:
ll preservation: the importance of securing the long-term future of originals
2l interoperability: the ability to share content seamlessly between projects
3) security: protecting intellectual properly rights, pnvacy and authenticity of the

images
4) Accessibility, so that materials are as accessible as possible and easily searched

Survey of digltlsation at North West local history libraries

I undertook a brief sun'el' in November 2000 and this revealed that approximately
133,000 of the estimated 1 . I million images available at Norlh West local history
libraries had been digitised. though the latter figure is probably a very conservative
estimate: over half of the digitised images had been made by Manchester Archives
and I-ocai Studies lrom their collections. Most local history libra.ies were making
them available within the library, including branches etc, but had not mounted
their image daLabases on to thc Internet, though this was an aim for most. Most
locai stlldies libraiies were using some form of commercial supplier, such as iBase
or House of Images. rather than devising their orvn image database. Libraries were
digitising both photographic/image collections and finding aids.

Libraries lound lhat they encountered variolrs problems, including funding. in
particular sustaining funding beyond the original project; copyright, including
clearar-rce, ounership, 'embedd:ing issues'; technical problems such as handling
original materials, scanning. indexing and printing; and logistical problems, in
particular finding the time.equired to select and identify images. to cataiogue and
to maintain databases. ldentifying and selecting images can cause real problems.
Partnerships with local sLudics groups and other parties is one solution: in Ure
North West, for instance, Oldham Local Studies Service has worked with volunteers
from lhe local historical sociely to identify and select appropriate images.

An inportant point to make is lhat with image databases where users search for
inlages by criteria suclt as place names. personal names or events, it is not ahvays
wisc to leave the choicc of keywords to a contractor. who rnay not be familiar with
the local area - and its place names in particular. The appointment of an individual
from within the library or someone with a knowledge of the area able to select
appropriate ke].words is therefore an important consideration.



Most ilrahi\'ists an(l lillrirriiins I slloke 1() alLrrjng tlru slrneY lelt llral the]'ilnd tileil
collcagllc5 \\'cr( inYcstirre their ellorls in sonr( lhillr-l \\1Jr-tlt\\'lrilc \\'hjclr \\'oulcl benefit
Itreir Lrsrrs in 1hc lrrlrrre. F()r (\i1nl)le Mancllcslcr Ar( hir.cs irnd LociLl Strtclics ha\-c
(rndcrlakcD ir I]lajor cligitisarli()lr pr()ject \\'hi( ll hits stetl the nrrlrtbcr ol peoplc ttsing
tlreir inia(es )eilp Ironr 700 lo ovea I O.OOO irr jLrsl o\1rr il vcilr.

'fo concluclt:. tlrrsc ilre tlr(rLrAlrts lronl sorrlr'()l tlrosL ('rlg:rgcd in. or conttrDplaljng.
l,,c.rl st.rrlirvlllil r\irl r,,r I l,roi, { l -:

''Il look us a long tiDle to idcr)til\'(lre pllotograplrs.'

'"fhc l)idding culture llrevcilts Lrs fr(Jm crcating .1 srrslairalllc digilal resourcc. Findiilg
matched llnding js a problen."

''Our conccrns are specilicallv l:rc k of fur-rcling ancl shortagc of slilff/cxpcrlisc... '

''We are lcarlul that il wc digitisc our nr.rterials n. v. \ve'11 llnd that the fo.mal wc
ll:ed \\'ill l.)c' ontr nl)rolctr.r ir fcrv I|lTs.

''I knou, ol one organisaLion which h.rd to corD pletel)' rc-scan thcir coll(:ction bccausc
lhey used the wrong llle lbrnrat to storc their images.'

'.fhere are nlanv practical problenrs to consider: mariy projects start oll its conlcnl
conversiort and end uP as c{JIltenL creation J)rojects.

''Copyright clcarrance is a $,orry. I anl also concerned that archiYal inlages and
docurlents may bc tampered with or altercd in some v"'av."

"Are we digitising lbr acccss or presen'.r tion'? '

"Digitisation is not an aid to presen'ation."

"Our approach so lirr hers been concerned with ihe digitisaLion ol finding aids rather
than with digitising original material. We fcel that it is morc important to givc
people an overview ofwhat wc have got rather lhan sul)plying images ofan arbitrary
sclection, lvith the dangcr of giving the imprcssion th.rt this is all rve have."

conclusion

There is no doubt that digitisation .lncl the crealioir o[ digital libraries is one arca
lvherc local history practitioners can get ahcacl of tht game. 'l'he role ol thc local
history librarian/archivist as crealor as rvell as custodian \\ill inevitablY incrcase.
Digital content rvill be - and indeed is being now crcatecl by thosc who had noi
previously produced his(orical nlaleri.Il (eg personal, family and coDtnunity \\'eb
sites): this will greatly dcmoctatisc the proccss ol pllblication, l)ut it will also causc
problems sLrch as variable editorill qualit-v, access and archiving- Local historv will
probably become more placeless - ironicall]r. thc location of the local ltistory scholar
lvill become less important as more matcrials are made q\.ailable online. The prospcct
oflocal history libraries becorTling the virtual as we1las\physlcal hub oflocal cuiture



and web activities is very real. and il lhe opportllnitv is taken will ensure the relevance
and importance of orlr sen-ices long into the lLture. The production of future histories
in elcctronic lornlaLs means that lhe local history practilioner will ha\e to bc
cognisant of the fact that tonrorrou's primary source is just ais vulnerable as paper
in tlrat it carn be deleted. allcred or lost, and is not at all easy to presen'e in its
original fornr. This will make .rcquirin{.:. storin{ and organising future primaflr source
mateaals a challenging and cxciting prospec(.

,\ r'gei Rudvard is Stralegic Det)elopfirc\ l Qf/icer ,lllrseunas. l.ibraries and Arch i0e-s. North
Vye.sl ,[Iuseunl-s Sen)i.e. H(, cai ba contaclcd at Griffin Lodge, Cauendish Place,
Blaclcburn, BB2 2PN, lclO1254 67021 I, Email nigel(drlurrns.dcmon.co. uk

PI,ANNING FOR BEST VALT'E IN LOCAL STTJDIES
Anila Thoma^s

You will either have been through it. are going tltrough it tro\r' or \\'ill be going
through it shortlv - cert.rinl\' \r'ithin the next four vears as legislation now requires
thlrl you nust do so. So, sholrld Besl Value (B\4 be secn as just another government
initiali\.e th.ll is a paper excrcisc. taking up our alr("'ltdv ovcr-stretched time? Or is
it il once in ir lifelillld (or once in five vcar) opportunitv to highlight the needs otllor
Local Studics within olrr contmuniti(:s. aLrthorities and profession?

What ls Best Value?
"A dtLL!) Lnhich reqLLirc,s locai o.llttorilics Lo deliuer the qualit'U oJfscrurce thaf local people
expecl, at a price thelJare LL)illinll lo pcr!/ '. The purposeofBVis to secure contlnuous
improvement and to 'rnak(, a real ond positioe dilferetlce to thc serl'ices local people
receiue . It is "an opporluniql Lo t rke a./iesh look at ltouJ Lne deliuer our seruices urith a
L)ieu to n].(lkirrg thent beltea n@re elfectiL)e an(l nlore in line Loit/r .!hcl our cuslorners
wLtlt .

A sjnrple analo{y is th:lt BV is like haviilg voLtr car engine seniced. In the process
lrou dismantle vour scn'ice into thc conponent parls, then change. add or delete
elenlents that need adjustmettt or .rre not working and reassemble it. Like a car
engine, it shorrld then rlro sntoothcr, more eflicicntly and effcctively. Il should also
be nlorc in tunc with rvhat voLlr cusloners want.

The framework lor BV Scrvi( c Revielvs (also known as Fundamental Performance
Re\.ic\\'s) is biised on rvhat js kno\'"-n as the 4 C's: not Chaos, Coercion, Confllsion
and Cost Cutting (according to CYnical staff belore thc}, ha\.e been Converted!), but
Challenge. ConsLrltalion. Conrl)arison and Competition. Thesc 4 C's are NOT linear
or sccluential but should be ruln in pirrallel.

challenge
This js possibly the nlost unconfortal)lc bitl A lot o[very searching questions need
to bc asked starting with: What do we do now? Why do we do it? What would
happen if we stopped doing it tomorrow?



'l-his challerrgc necals to l)(' robl rs(. Ask Yorlrsell \'rriotrs cluasl ions: \\'l-ien did )'orr lirst
revierv lire s\.slenls voLl Lrsc'l Arc the svslems Lrser ii_ienclh, _ or \vere thcv reallv set
Lrp to makc ljle Lrasier for the st.iil in\1)lYecl'? Docs thc Colleclion Polic) sLlit local
circurlrslancc il lherc isn t onc. lherr \\'hv r)()t? I)ocs llle collection llave 1o bc
horrsed w'hcrc it is'? Arc w. lhe bcst pcople lo l)e Inilnaging it might thc colleclioir
bc I)etter \\,itlr thc ArchiYe or MLlsellrll Sen'iccs'l I)o Ne rllakc oLrr collections :1s

availablc as lhe] coLrld ltc - or are onlv a sclect lt-\!-.tllo\ved to see/trse sorl)e things'?
wliat are olrr scn'i.e Objcctives - whal are w( lryirtg to itchicve'?

'l'herc will ljc howls of protesl at sorllc (Jl thirse qLrrsliotts rvhich chatllengc our
[unclanlental exislc]rce. lJrr1. wc ARE going 1o have to JLrsLilv oursclves. Stalf lvill
natllrallv bc conc(lnrcd \\'ith thc internal processes in|ohcd (the who/what/how/
u'hen we do lhings). u,llilst our custonlers will wi ll l\,hal is nlost convcnienl to
them. at the rj.qht price. r\nv clranges in workiil{ pra.ticcs could havc a knock olt'
eli-ect on scn'ice d(:lilery iIIrd obviously implications [or resourcing.

It is also vital thal external challengc occurs. Wllilst lhcrc is no one alternati\,e
senrice pro\.ider lbr thc library scn'icc als a wllole. cio lrol bc lulled inlo a lalse scnse
of secLrrily - coLrl.l a \\,e11 run local history society rlrn thc l-ocal Stuclies Libr.rry
Scn,icc. Ibr instance? The}, are aiier all cttstomer focused (beillg custoners themsch'es)
and there are only a very small nunber o[ sPcci.llist/.ledicated local sludies slall
available.

Consultation
WHO should rve consult ? E\.eryone! Ol)\'iousl-y curr('nt sen'ice uscrs u,'ho physi(raily
visit thc library. but also local history socicties. indcpcndelll muscums, all m.rnner
oI groups who have visitcd the iibrary (schools. aclult edLt(:ation. inset. and so on)
and individuals rvlro h: 'c parlicipatccl on locill histoF.'cotlrses rlln by the l-ibrary
Sen ice.

Especiallv inrpor(ant arc the Lapsed Uscrs attd Non Uscrs. These present an extra
ch.rllenge as they clo not usually physicall!' enter otrr buildings. Are they not using
or.lr sen iccs becausc they don l have time'1 Or beciiLlse Llley do not know what we
have or do?

There is a tendency for qualiiied staff to adopt prolessional arrogance", the
assLrmption that "we know best . BV fundirntentally qtlestions this assumption.
buL reinlorccs th!: philosophy that whilst consultation should foctts on what people
u'ant in their communities, it sirould invoh'e the guidancc oI a qualilied librarians
judgcment. (Most consullation exercises rvill conl'irm that staff expertise is highlv
valued by tlre public an),.lvayl.

Think carclill]' about what methodologies you use to consLrlt the above catcgories.
Establish what exactly iL is Jrou need to iind out is it lactual inforlnation. opinion,
perception or a combination? It is itrrportant to consult on the objectives of the
sen ice, rathcr than j ust what scn'ices are being offcred: il is reassuring to be able to
justify/validate where yolr are now. but thls $'ill not help you plan sen'ices or meet
customer needs of the Iuture. Take professional advice on the use of'leading
questions , qucstionnairc layout, data analysis options (lor speed). an.i so on. Such



things as sun'eys (telephone, postal. or electronic), focus groups. user panels, mystery
customers. complaint/compliment forms. etc. all havc dillering advantages and
disad\,anlages and critical success lactors and nlay be more or less suitable to elicii
certain types of infonnation. They require dilferenl lcvcls of stafling. training and
finance. Does the consuitation need to be resourcc specific? Site spccilic? Or part
ola \\ider. morc €, nPr,tl eXercl\e.'

Are all opportunities to 'piggy back'&'ith othcr dcp.rrtments or organisations who
are consLllting the same customers being investigated and taken up? Joint or cross
sector rvorking with A.chive. Museum. Leisure and /or Fiducation departments shares
workloads and financial costs and hclps to avoid questionnaire fatigue. Ilemember
lhal your ou''n org:irlisalion provides a ready madc opportunitv lor consllltation -

whether council cmployees use the sen'ice or liot large numbers ofpeople cajl usually
be commLlnicated \',.ith via your lntranet.

comparison
Preparc a Baseline Posltion Statement (an audit ollvhere you are no',v) from u'hicll
io measure improvements. This should outline the historical background. purpose
of the sen'ice, bLrdget, stafl rcsoLlrccs. servicc dclivery, physical asscts and user
group(s) prolile, .lnd identify such lhings as serwice stratcsr, major trends. and unit
costs. Horv does the iocal strrdies scnicc fil in with corporatc olrjecti\,es?

What statistics are ar':rilable lor RV comparison? Neither lhc Audit Comrrissioil
Perfornance Indicalors nor DCMS cllrrcntly havc anv data rclating to the lleld of
l4cal Studies, bLrt the Libr.rrv Associ.rtion t cal Studies Group is working on a
serjes oi glridelines (currenlly in dr.rft forln). rvhich ilre a good starting point. IJow
does your sen ice compare wil l-r them'?

In Wales. the Locai Studies Group is taking on a coordinating role in setting up a
Benchmarking Club to address this issue. We need clear definitions so that we
knorv exactly rvhat Lo measLlre a]]d horv, to ensure that u'e are comparing likc lvith
like. Statistics must be accLrrate ard valid to be meaningflrl and we cannot hide
behind the aJgument that publlc sen'ices can not be quantified becausc. unlike a
business, thcy do not have a profit motive. BV is about ensuring va.lue for moIrey
for oLlr customers and at the very least. we must compare ourselves with local
studies library provision in other local iluthorities.

Competition
Who are our co]]rpetitors? lhey may bc loc.il historjans. local history societies,
indcpcndent museums. vohlnLccrs. or othcr council deparLmcnls sLlch as Archives
or Education. Thcy ma\. also be oLher local aLlthorities if they are gcographicall]'
close and organisations such as colleges. Our strengths need to be idenlificd stalf
hro\\'ledge and expertise, the uniqueness oIour co]lections, the rvide range of materials
rve hold. our synergy rvith thc Archivc and Musellm professions and the fact that
libraries are currently top of the political agencla through initiati\.cs such as the
People s Network. cligitisation pro-jects, and lifelong learnir-rg. Our rveaknesses nccd
to be highlighted. A basic quesLion \tu'e must ask is How do \\'e positioir ourselves in
lhc marketplace?'



Is there value in Best Value?
BV is LlrraloLrl)lecll! a lot of c)ilrir \\'()rk llral llls l() be alrsorltt'd i Lo ollr existiltg
\vorkload \\,i(hoLrt an\'(\taal resorrrces. llL)\\1\'er. irl Lr tiIl)e \vllen insulllcicnl timc
ilnd rcsolrrccs ljolh scn'ice arid c()rporale ilrc arililiilllc. l)erhaps Bcsl Valuc is thcr
bcst trsc of orrr tillre. Al thc cnd ol-1hc (lay. il is al)()ut the reallocation of e\ititing
rcsoLrrccs ancl sholrlcl l)r: secrr :rs x opp()r1Llnilv to llighlighl tlle cor'rUnLling growlh
in lo.irl studics AcDerirll\'. llrc necd 1o nrainlain sPccirlist slali in our prolcssion
ilnd lo rajse lhc l)rofil(: o[ Io(al sllrclics in oLrr in(livic]ual ilutl)orities.

Mlrch ol lltc rvork invohecl in BV cil be I)repalred bclirrc irn actual rcview is
unda:11akert. Milrt]. of tltc alLlcstior'ts \re nrust ilsk \!'c sl-rottld llc irskir'iil itrrvr\,ay ilwc
are trying lo cnsurc lhat lhc l-ocal Studies Librirn'Scn-ice is being rlrn for thc
bcnell( ofour cusl(xrcrs. Tlre kcys 1o succcss arc: to involvc as Dlany slalfas posiiible
(as th{ oLltcomc \!il] illl-ect ('\'en DrcnllJer ol stali): to conrrnunicale as vou har.e
De.vcr comrrlLlnicalccl belbre [at every opporlunit\'. lvitl] everyone, througli evcry me(li.i!l:

nd to crealc a papcr liail (docurnen( absolLrtelv e\.en'thine vou do for BV. as cviclencc
is ncreded lbr deliriled inspection liy lhc FIV Arrdit C)omnrission teams).

IJV ir].be lhe opportu nitl' you \'( llecD waitirrg forl It can giVe yoll thc chancc lo
agree solre SMART (spccillc. nreasrrrablc. achir:r,eable. rcalistic. tirrcbound) objectives
lbr )orrr locill studies sen'icc: to preparc a Birscline Position Slatenrent: to consult
lvith all jntcrestcd parties in an approprialc wilyi to llrirtg locill stlrdies to the
ilttentioil of senior lillrary managers. coLlncil oflicers and merllllcrs. vour lapscd ancl
r'Lon Lrscrs, other l)rolcssions and comrrlLrnilv grorrPs: alrtcl Lo olobjlise reglrlar users.
local history socicties and staff. n)akiilg sure thal thc case lor local studies cilrr not
l)(.i6n',r-d i ,r \\llol. -rni, c rc!iFlv.

Tlre cssence of R\r is con[inLloLls irrlprovcnlenl in the qu?llitv ol sen'ices wc provide.
'l'his can only be.rchielcd througir appropriate chalge. A11 mannrr ofbaltles could
l)e folrght undcr thc b:rnner of BV. l)on t let this golden opportunity pass you by. Be
proactive .rs you \\,ill only bcnelit liom IIV if you Dlakc it yolrr business to bcnefit
from il.

Anitd Jlromas .-s Il ekrerlce & Iacal StLLdies Ubrarian, Pembrokeshire CounlA LibrarLes.
SI:]: c.]n be contacLed on (O 1 437 ) 7 7 524 8 or anita. thoitas.4 pembrokesllire.goD.Ltk

TOMORROWS HISTORY: A REGIONAL DIGITISATION PROJECT
Eileen Comq[fin

'fomorrow s tlistoD' is a major two-year projcct. supporled bY thc Heritage Lottery
I"und i1lld urana.qed by the North Easl Muscunrs, Libraries !uld Arcl]ivcs Collncil
{NEMI-AC). It uill produce a $.eb-based rcgional hcritagc resorrrce for North East
Englarrcl.1')re projcct lvorks urith librarjes, mLrseur)ls. archives and rccord ollices to
cligitisc and improvc access to local studies resources. A local hcritagc datatbase
covcring evcry communitv in the region will be developed by the inclusion o1'

material such as hisloric directories and local photo.qraph collections. Although
only paul $'ay through. ihe projecl is on such a sclrlc that it is worth providjng this
progress report.
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Inlornriltion ga(hereal rncl createcl \ill lle accessrble through comp ter netuorks Lo

scl-rqrLs .Lncl libraries ancl throLLgh thc InLcrnct oYcr the world widc \Vcb. Thjs \\ill
cre.ite ir nl.rjor regional hisLorl- dittabarsc includinq mal)s. phologri.rphs ilnd tcxl
inlirrnation. ujtir links to lillrarl.ancl archi\'r calalogues and to jndexes ol
archaeological sites. Thc proicct is crrrrcnlly digitising oYer :JO.OOO irn!ges and ]la{es
of lext. N'lappinQ \\,iil inclucle. Ior thc \\'hole rc{jon. cLrrrent Orclnance Sunrc\.milps
il] lwo scales. alnal historic Ordnirncc SLln'c\-napping in thrre carlv edilions (lronr
a1)ol r1 I s{io onwa r dsl.

-fonrorrou s IIisLon'is also proliding tlrc rcsourccs and lunding to create 100 jndi'
!idu:rl local herilit{e projccts bch,,'ccn April ancl Dcccmlier 2001. These m.Ly \.an
fi om :r snrall sc.rle .onrnunilv hislorv clalr in a 1ocal hall. school or librarl-. to l:rrgcr
projects involYiig ar um]ler oI piratners ancl jnno\:ating in tire arcas of community
hlstory contcnt. Llsc (r1 ir)lormirlior-r technolo$'. arld skills developmeDt-

History and development of the project

'l'he original vision $'ils to jmpro\,e :rc('ess to local slLralies inlornlarti()n abolll llre
\orth East rcgion bY Sclc.lioil in.l cligilisalion ol appropriale contenl. pr()\isior) ol
links to cxisling indexes. d.tla ilDcl content ilncl stinrLlliltion of conrnrunity hision
initiativcs. The origir ral parhership rvas bet$ een Lrlorrration Norlh. lhe tweh e pLrblic
lillrary iluLhorities alncl the region s universities.

Thc Project was LrlwaYs en\-isagcci :is having t1\''o levcls. Lcr.el Onc is lhc crcillion of
a wcbsite strllclure. creirtion of digital conlcnt by p:utncrs alnd provision o[ itcccss
and links 1o olher ciigital rcsourccs. Lc\-cl T{'o is thc crcation ol IOO comrrunitlr
basecl projecis nianagccl iJV comlnunity pro-jcct leaders barsed !11 partner irLrlhorities.
The project is flrnning frorn April 2O0O to the end ol March 2002, the tinrescale in
detail being:

Awirrd ol grant October I999

Appoiirtment ot pr oject olllce. Mrrch 20OO

Projecl oflicer cornnlencecl April2OOO

l, !rl 2 r,in ll.In.r) projrr t lr,rdrr-.rpnorntrd M-rrch 2001

ConimuDit_tr Projecl Leaders commerlced work April 2OO 1

First coInnlLrnjty p.oject grant au'arcled April 2OO1

Ler.el 2 projr L l5 t,,rrrpleted Dcccmbcr 2OO I

FrojccL conrplclrnn March 2OO2

Thc sLrengtbs of the partncrship har.c been jn shirring skills. sharing the $'orkload.
attracLing hrnding. llreetin{.orporatc:1irrs. gi\-ing opportunitjes lor inclusion ancl
pr omoting skills deYr:Joprnent.

Thc r.veakresses of the parlnership approach are il lack of common aims. differlng
levels of involYcmeni. problems ensuring LhaL partners get equal beneilt from the
$'ork. :rnd the dilllculiies of nranagemcnt and adminislritliorl over i1 distartce.
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A recipe for successful partncrships would be 1o ensure that all partners know what
is expecte.l of them ancl whal they rvill get in return and this shurld be in written
form. The parl nership should be endorscd by sorncone $ith the porver to merke things
happen - but should also be discussed with thosc who will hnve to do the work. As
cliffe.ent partners mav want dilfering things one should ensLlre that thcre is some-
thing in lhe project for all thc partners. tlegular and eflcctivc communication with
all partners is reqllired. and there sholllci be a nal.]rcd contact person in cach part-
ner organisartion. If there is a largc numbcr o[ parlners. any slcerir]g group \r.ill lle
unable to have a represeirtative lrom cvery pirrtn(:.ship LrLllhorily. Agrcement for
this needs to be in writing.

New parkrershlps aJrd further developments.

The partnership grew liom the original public and rrnivcrsity librarv coopcration to
include count-v record oflices and archives, archarcoloA/ sen'rces and museLlnls.
ThrouAhout the project partners have been consulled througll meeiings and work-
shops on subjects inclLlding content selection. copyright issues, incleliing for data
base entry and $'cbsitc funclionalittr.

F-or contenL seleclion, all pariners were askcd to submit iclcas. Follolving thesc
submissions 152 collections rvere proposcd, of which 126 werc selccted- A further
lwo collections ol (ligitised inrages oI miners' banners werc spccially comnlissioned.
A full list ofproposed content can be seen at http://thenortheast-com/lnfo-north/
tomorrows-hlstory/content. htm

Copyrjghl and Inlelleclrial Property Rights arc \-ery important issues for thc project.
Partners a.e required to chcck thc copyright situation Ibr all pr.Jposed rnalcrial.
Tomorrow's History will not accept matcrial for scanning or pre scanncd matcrial
for the site without copvrighl clearancc forms. To assist parlners, thev were sup-
plied with guidelines on current lcgislation. a seminar with a llritish Libr.rrr. copy-
right adviser:1s tutor and frc:e acccss to this adviser through e mail.

As none ofthe partners wishcd to lender forwebsite devclopncnt, tendcrs werc sent
to a select tender list. and considered by ar evaluation sub-group of the stccring
group. Initially all tenders lvere in excess of t-he available budget but after discus-
sions with contractors. chajlges rvere made and reduced tenders produccd. Thc ten-
der from ESRI UK was acccpted.

Soltvare developnrent to datc has been:

Tender acceptcd O( lobcr 2OOO

Data input soft$'are devclopnrcnt Novcmbcr 2OOO - Fcbruarv 2O0l

Three data input workshops hcld Fcbruary 2001

Sollwarc distributcd to partilcrs 20 Fcbruarv 20O I

Final vcrsion ol daLa ir.rput softlvare distributed I March 2001

Data input commcncecl March 2OO I
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Two collections were entered into the software as live tesl data- Partners have now
begun lhe task oI inderdng using this data enLry soft$'are. A seminar including data
entr_v problems was held on May 3'd 2oo 1. Parlners are reinlbursed by Tomorrow s
History for database entries - this has meant that the]' have been able to employ
stalf to enter the data.

Most partners a.e to use the in-house digitisation ser\ice of Newcastle University
Library lor their scanning requirements, but some partners rvi11 carry out their own
scanning. Partners are reimbursed by Tomorrow's HisLory for their scanning work.
Prior to May 3"r. digitisation of images of Miners' balners had been carried out.
organised by Inlbrmation North. Northumberland Record Office had begun scaJl
ning items lor thcir cont.ibution, and Darlington Railway Museum had scanned
their selection oI photogr.rphs.

Tlle web interface the public rvill use lo access the site is being designed by Arlvchoke.
ESRI's sub contractors. Outline designs were viewed on 22 February. a first revislon
on 4'r'April ajld a second revision on 3" May. Designs are now being linalised.

Mapptng

Current Ordnance Sun'ey mapping is to bc proi-ided under local authority Service
Levcl Agrcernents. Historic Ordnancc Surve)' Mapping for the historic County of
Durharn is to be provided by Durham County Councll as a cont.ibution to the
project. Historic OS mapping for Northumberlalld and the parts of North Yorkshire
no\r'within our region is to bc scanncd. Four edilions ol the OS mapping will be
available, with users able to comparc any two editions a1 one time.

L€vel Tq'o Content

One hundred projccts by conrnlrnit-v grolrps comp.ise level two of Tomorrow's His-
tory. Groups may apply lor grants lor projects to be carried out between April and
December 2OO 1. Four Commrinity Project Leaders have been in post since April 2'd,
working with these groups.

Publicity arrd Promotion

Publicity and promotion of comnlunity projects has begun, carried out by the twelve
library authorities. Promotion regionaliy is pianned to take place as soon as projects
have been approved in al1 four areas covered by comrnunity pro-iect leaders:

. Northumberland. Ne\.vcastle and North tneside

. Gateshead. South Tynesidc and Sunderland
' County Durhan and Darlington
. Middlesbrough. Hartlepool, Stockton, Redcar arrd Clcveland

To the end ofAp.il. seven projecls had been approved jncluding:

. Men of Ormesby - a history of local men who died in the First world War.

. North Ormesbv History booklet.



. Por( h {.\hillilion ,lt Es( onrl) Chlrrch.

. L(x ill lliston pLll)licali(nrs ()n Sr'ilha!D an(l F]llsl I)rrrh.ll]L

. Clli-stcr-lc Slreel in llJg l.

. Slloppiug prlst alld prtscnl in Crook.

. Tlr('Ilislor] .)f th( Thornlcv cioal Conrp:rIl\'

Pronr()tiolr \\'ils :rlso cirrried r)Lrt a1 Lhe Nol'lhcnl Clrildrens Llc)ok Ifestjvirl. 1'ltc
l)iggesl c\1 nt ol its kind ir tlre UDile(l Kin{(lonr. Ihc l'esli\'!il atlracts:rLltllors. schools
ilncl the pLrbli( 1o a weck-iorrd celeiJr:rlion ol chilclreDs books. The lrcstivirl Gilla
[):r]'. which ilLrilctcr(l .IOOO visilors. $rirs hcl(l at l)rlrharn Countl llall on SatLlrdirY
I Eth No\'enrber 2000. I1 \\,ls thcorc(l aroLlnd'lollrorrowsHistory'irndocccss1othe
projccL progress \\'eb:iile and thc pilot rvcl)sitc \\'ils ir!ailal)le. I.lach partner au(hority
promoted a locll historic therl(.

Conclusion

As the Torlorrow s Wor ld I)r oj('ct is now just l ntcring jls sc(ond vear it is too cilrl]r
lo dra\\'anv conclLlsions. thollgll mllch work ll:ls l)een l)ut ilrto i1.'fhe site is not Yet
onlin( so fcedb:rck is n()1 aviLil:11)le: Ilo$,c\,cr- shollld artvone require [urlher
infornlatioil, Ilnirilcial dctails or. later, details ol thc URI li)r thc ne\\,si1e. plei]sc
conlact th(' author al thc North llasL MuseLrms Libraries irnd Archives Council.
I Iouser ol-Rccovr:ry, Fl:rth Lilnc. Nc\\'castle upon TYr)c. N E4 5Sg: Tcl O19l 222 1661.
Ii'a-x O 191 261 4725. c mail ec:lrn:rliin@nelscapeonline.co.uk. Ackrlowledgenrcnt .xrd
l hirnks go to Dzlvi.l P.rrrJ'. thc -l'omorrow s History project officer from April l '' 20OO
- March 3l'' 2OOl. This:rrticle is based on Iris $.o!k.

Eileen Carnarin is Proiect O-tlicer.'l onlorrolrJ'-s lli-stori/.

ROUND THE BRANCHES

LOCSCOT, olrr Scotlish Branoh. r(:ports the success of this year's Local Ilislory
Week. Togcther with its arssociated Day School. tl-re topic this year was "lrarsport
I listory', and nany libraries p:rrticipated. Therc rvas some comnlent that ever in
creasing rvorklolrds nradc it dilljcull to plan er-enls. but the Branch's fceling is thal
the ongoing narrketing/promotion of local studies senices is cssenti.rl and lhal
there is clc.rr value in providjng a focus for this oncc a vear. To give librari.us lirnc
lo think, the topic for th(: 2OO2 Local, History Wcek has already been decicled. 'l'he

topic lvill be Incal Photography nrld will link wilh cclebrations to comnreinorate
the bicenlenary of tlre birth ol D.O.llill. a not('d Scollish photographcr. A dity school
on Scottish Pholographv rvill be held in October.

I)resrrmablv pressure ol \ror k \\'as irlso thc r-eas(nr wliv tlre ,it{i.ilond-s andAngliaBrqrch
had to c:ulcel ils first rvorkshop of tl]c liear. on I)isaster Planning, though il is
intended to oflir it again later in the ycar. pcrhaps as ir joint mceting in the West
Midlalnds. Therc rvas, holvel'er. an attcndance ol abollt forly at a day school .lt
Bingham in Not tinghanshire. rvhere thc topic was nc\vsp.rpersr this meeting tv.ls
sponsored by Bell irnd Ho\\,ell Micromeclia. 'lhe Branch s first AGM was helcl during
the dav and its Conslitution rvas approfcd-
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Activities ol lhe 11?l.s/l Br.rrrclt hirve been disnrp1ed by thc foot ancl n]ollLh orltbreak
\.vhich has affected parts oi I'lorth. Mid ancl SoLrlh Willes and some Ineeiings which
were pLannccl hacl to l)e llostpoDccl. Ho\\,e|er. the Brilnch \\.as ablc to hold a success,
lul serrinar at Lhc N.rlional Librilry of \\rilles in Mirrch. Heritilgc Lottery F Lrnd: the
opportunitlrs Lhcrr'airnccl l.r cnsrLre that clelegates \\'ere.lrvarc of tlLF prioritics
and programmcs. to promotc goocl allplications ll-onr lhe lil)rarv ancl arcl-ti\.e secLor.
and to highlight sLlcccssflrl casc stlr.lies. 44 cleleg.ites itttcnded and feedback $'as
extremelv posilj\'e. The Briin.h AGNI $,as lreld lbilou'ing lhe sentinar ancl il was
reported that tlie Branch had 81 nrcmbcrs.

Thc North ll/csl Brorlch has rcccnLh'pLrblishecl the llrsl issue oI its Neu,slelter. jn
Lcndccl to impro\-c commrLnication \!ilh exisiing n]enbers and encourtige others to
join lhe Group. This issuc inclLrcles news ilenrs, lists of rcccnt local studics pLlllli
cations from sonle libraries. irncl .l list ol sorne rvebsitcs. inclLlding lor:al oncs. u'hich
couid be of iirierest. 'l'he Brinch rcports thitt a sm:rll group visited Stncdlev I Iydro,
the Ollice lor Nalional Sl:rlislics :rt SoLlthport. on one of ils open days altd ha.l ir
\rery inlbriralive iour-'l'he sar:rle ol thc opcration thcre is enorrnor!s itnd il was \'erv
useful to get an icieir oI the range ol scn-iccs Lhcy llro\-ide. A slrccesslLrl visit to
Chethanr's Library and Manchesler Cilhedral Ar chi\rcs took plllce in Junc.

From Norlhern Irelarld thc LISC Locill llistory Pilnel r eports larioLls aciiviiies- It is
planncd to rLln iLs Local Histor,\-\\rcek liom Ma).,+th 12111, to coincicle wilh rliat ol
the Historical Associalion. Tllis will include i1 one dav serDinar entiLled Senrinar lbr
I-ocal Publishers. Later this ]rcar Lhcre is to be a senlina. orr oral history itrchi\,es-
There is also a note tllat RASCAL. a projcct lo provicle high level dcscrjpticrns oI
Ilare Aicl Sl)ecial Colle.lioits Availablc Locallf includes at presenl .rbout 1OO coilec
tions, ancl zrll ilve EdLrc.ition iin.l I-ibrarv Roiuds har.e contrilluled. It is also re
ported thilt the Northern Irelald Pubiicalions liesolrrce is now up and running.
This is a Britlsh Librarw Iunded pioject ainred at addr:essiilg the problems ol a.tquir
ing local history publicatjons. ancl cataloguing of donated rn.rterials is un.ler v"av.
Furthcr information is F,ivcn in the projects lvebsite, the ircidress of lvhich is
$lfu.rv.nibooks.orEl

LOCAL STUDIDS LIBRARIAN OF THE YEAR, 2OO I

Michacl Marshman. the Countlr Loc.1l Studies Librariair for Wiltshire. has been
arvardcd Lhc 2OO I Dorothy Mcculla Memoriill Prize.

Mr Marshn:in has been the Count\-l-ocal Sludies l-ibr:rrian lor tlvelve yea.s and is
also an I-A Centenary Medallisl. and the.Judges werc very impressed riLh his work.
They noted that he demonstr:r.tcd an innovativc ancl enrepreneurial approach to
pronoting local studics. finding sponsors and prizes lbr the many initiatives,
publications, events ancl conrpetitions rvhjch he has organiscd. an.1 Ltitdertaking a
Iull outreadr progrilnlrne oi talks, lecLurcs. radio scssions, guided walks elc. Hc has
becn invilcd lo have a monLhly hotrr long local history slot on RUC Wiltshire Souncl.
For these ancl olhcr acli\itics srrch as a Millennium project. where individuals and
organisations contributccl accounts of ljfe in Wiltshire a1 tl-re end of the twentieth
ccntllry, thc judgcs lclt th.lt Michircl was a vcry worlhv winner ol the prizc.
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LOCAL STUDIES CROUP ANNUAL R.EPORT 2OOO

This has becn anothcr busy year lbr thc n2ttional comlnittee ancl the regi(nral l)ranches.
Midlancls and Anglia. which norv has a nlcmbcrship ol:lOO or so. held a day school
at Hincklel' librarf on IT and local stLrdies. ancl a slrrilar one. called The past is IT .

dealing witl'r new technolos'in local and family hislory. was held at Llandrindodd
wells by the welsh Branch.

Other evcnts have seen our Scottish Brancl] (LOCSCOT) coordinating lhe 2O0O

tocal ilistory weck. u'hich was on livents of the 20th Ccnttlry', Lolrdon ar]d IIonre
CoLrntics dch'ing into lifelong learnillg. the North Wesl reflecting on past progrcss
in the ficld ol locill stuclies whilc looking forward into fttttlrc devcloPmerlts in tooking
fonvard to Looking Rack. and thc Northern Ircland LISC Local flistory Panel
continuing with l-ocal Historv 2000 a projecl incltrding talks, rr:minisccnce
sessions and storytinrcs.

Cuidelines for L{)cal Studics have becn rc\iscd and tvill lle sLrbn)itted to tllc LA lor
approval and pLrl)licarlion and the Grortp has cornpleted a Manilesto for iocal s.tudics.

'l'hc Dorothy McCullir A\,,'irr.l for 2OOO wLts pre$ented to Alice Lock of 'lirnlesicle al the
Group s ACM at CreNr in Nolcmtrer.

Patrick Baird. Hon Scc. l-sC

TREASURERS REPORT 2OOO

I.'rom the atlached Accou|rts votr $ill see that u,e hllve had anothcr very sirlisfaclor-v
financial yqar. but bcforc anvonc bccon]es too cxcited about our relilti\'('h' liirge
accumulated sllrplus, mav I poinl out that lhe Uranch and Croup de\tlopnlcnt
Arvard (.g l6l5). receivcd just bclbre Christmas - ovcr three years sincc being agreecl bv
the L{ - will be expended on the lortlcorning FlibliograPhy putrljcation or ()Lhenvise

fully accountcd for to the I-A.Without this Arvard in our accounts for 2OOO we shoulcl
havc shown.r lo:5 nl Lrlrolrt I4OO

The Cuidellne-s Working Croup has lleeir !ery costly in I ravelling expenscs lhis year,
and most of one CoDrmittee neeting was taken up with thc Cudelincs e\-illllatiol't lo
date. Thal is wh)'our Conlmitlee meelings, which lotalled lour this yqilr, are shown
as three plus .

'Ile Incal Sludies librarian has unavoidal)ll'run late in 20O0. ajld the secollcl (winter)
issue, which was not avajlable until Fellnrary 2001, lvill l)e rcllectcd in the 20ol
accounts. -l'he cost of printing and distribulion $'as al)olrt t1500- and this \vould
have <ompouncled oLlr "loss" Ibr 2OOO. if publiciltion $irhin lhirt )'cilr h.rd bcen
possible.

Hoping the inilial excitemcilt has abated. \\'e ve had a l)us)' usefui and satislac(ory
year, and we slill ha\'c sonle monev left, but no1 1oo nlLrch.

Piri[p Thomos, IIon. Treaslrrer
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE a/c for the year ended g lst December 2OOO

F]XP!]N[)ITURE 5 INCOME S
\r.A. f. on Goods & Senices 6.66 Capitation 49O5.OO
Conrmiltee Flxcs {3+ Meelingsj 1698.Og
Olficers Expenses 69.17
A.G.M. Expcnses 18,1.25
Crridclincs Workinu Group 716.22
LOCAL S'I'UI)iES L]BRARIAN:
Nett Cost 1384.62 LSI- index Salcs I .OO
Mernbcrship Se^'ices 0.97 I-OCAL S'|UDIES
MCCULLA A\\IAIil)i BIBLIOCRAPHY
Award IOO.OO Branch .tnd cr oup
Sundry llxpcnscs 36.19 t36.19 Delelopment Au,ard

Stationer.,'/PhotocopYing 3l7.Og 1615.O0
Pos t /Phone / Fax/ E- nlail 219.87 l-ess Preliminary Iixpcnses
International Aclivities 237.80 42.A3 tS72.I7
NeLt P.ryments to/on behitlf Intcrest reccivecl:
oI sub groups ,102.59 Uank Current account 4.56

COIF Tr.urslcr to Midland & COIF Cliaritie s
Anglia SLrb croup t79.OO Deposit lind 301.37

5552.82 6784.10

Excess ol Income over
Expenditure (Nctt SUITPLUS 1br

]rear] c/lwd to Balance Shcct l23l.2a
eizq4 10

BALANCE SHDET as at Slst December 2OOO
ASSETS

Ilalancc at Bank (Current a/c 31 12-0Ol 1975.59
Uirliurcc with COIF Charities f)eposit Fund SO7g.42

7621.OA
Represented by LIABILITIES

Accumulated Su.plus b/l (1 - I -2OOO) 6264.63
, Surplus for year b/f from lncome and

Flxpcnditure Account 1231.2a 7S7S.gl
Crcditor: Welsh Sub Group 25.17

.l?19:

BALA.NClls iBank plus Petty Cash helcl bv LSC Sub Groups as at 31 l2 2OOO)
l-ondon & Ilonre Counties l99al.Z2
Midlancis & turglia 1053. 13
North-Western 446.18
Scottish 723.56
Wclsh 1006.77

nzz,s.6
'hLlrp 'ho,,ras 

Hon. rr.,as,.e. vzztps
G M U dentoad tIotl Audita.
I ApnL 2AO I
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NEW TREASURER trIAIITED

Our present Hon. Treasurer is retirir-tA on March 3l st 2002. and we are looking for
his succcssor. The dutics do nol norrnall)' occupy morc than a couplc oI hours pcr
week on averagc. but more time is needecl in Jirnuar] and February (starting in 2OO3)
for the prep.lration and slrbmissior-l to thc l,A of our auditcd Annual Accounts. in a
form acceptable to the l-A and rvithin their tilnesca]e

During this t\vo monti period. lhe nerv Treasurcr will hclp $,ith ancl olersce thc
presentation of simil.rr accounts. on a mllch smilller scale. lor our llvc sLll)-groups.

Shortlj' after the end of Junc ilnd December each ycar, VAT rel Llrns hilve to be macle
to the tA.

In essence. no pre!.ious bookkeeping or accounting expe.ience is neccssary. as basic
training will be provided. Kecping accurate. up to-date records makes thcjob Inuch
casicr, so ar understanding of figures does help. !'inanciirl rccords arre kept rnal]uallv
at present, but could be conrputerised by anvonc with thc kilow-l]orv.

Being our Trcasurer inlolves bein.q our Financial Managcr- no1 onh' to repotl to the
Croup Comnittce on Illattcrs p:rst but also 1o aclvise on luture venttrres and makc
modest financial forccasts. Access to e-mail. firx and photocop]'il]g is a great ad|antag('.
The Treasurer should be ablc to iltteud (travcl expenses p:rid) ai our {usually) three
main Comnrjttee mectiilgs held currenlly in Birmingharn on eitller Weclnes.lay or
Thursdav d[trrnoons.

To make lile easicr for thc incoming Treaslrrer. il is cnvisaged thal thc n(:w pcrson
will work in tandcm with the prese nt Treasurcr Ior the t hrce months Iiom l st JaDuilry
2OO2. to enable a smooth transfer of records on or vcry soon afler 3l st M.lrch lhal \,ear.

Don't be ncrvoLrs: have a go, you'll enjoy it!

Enquiries al this stage are u"elcomed thc by the prescnt Treaslrrcr. Philip Thomas,
who is Birmingham based. phone 0121 4 0935 and e-mail: PThomasPdtti.:aol.conl Philip
is prepared to tr.rvel to meer.lnd discuss Lhe work with anyone seriously intercsled.

LOCAL HISTORY WEEK 2OO2 - GET YOURSELF I!TVOL!'ED!
Joarr BraV

I hope that you will all bv now have heard about Local History Week 2002. This is iln
initiative from the llistorical Association to promote Local llistory throughout the
UK. An initial meeting was held in London in early April at which things srich as
dates (avoiding for inslitnce a possible clash $'ith the FIA Cupl. sponsorship and
Web pages \vcre discussed- People .lt this meeting rcprcsenlcd such bodies Lts the
BBC, Phillimorc, Local Histo.v Press and lhe British Library anong others. The
agreed date is 4th- l21h Mav 2002.

Reading lhe minutes of this rnecling, it is very London based. Therc is to be a familJ'
historv/gcnealos. fitir to start it off and il conlercncc at the cnd of tl-re rvcek itt thc
Beveridge Hall in l,ondon and t}-re event will includc suppolt from the \rictoria Counly
History project. 1'here is no moncv to support events, but the I listorical Association
\vill be hosting at rvcl-rsitc which will gile details of evcnls u'hich are organisecl. 'lhc
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suggestjon is thirt applic:r1iorls to the A\\'ards For All pro{ramme of the Milleilniunl
Com]nission is one ['a\. to lLnilnce actiYities.

This sccms an cxciting opportLrnitv. ho\\.ever. to take:rch,alnt.ige ol somcthlnli going
on nationall]' irJld rcach oLLL to somc o[ those peop]e \\'ho do not nornallv see anv
relcvitnccr or Yaluc in local history'. Ir Notlinghilmshire the two major coLlnt_v wi.ie
local hisloq' socicties. the Thoroton Societ!' irncl the \o t tingha ll]shirc Locai tlistory
Association, alon.q lvilh the librlrrY ser\'ice. arejoining logether to hosl a meeling lbr
all intereslcd bodics so tlrat a coor clinated cllorL citn lle macle and nr:rxinrum ptrblicitv
can 1lc obtaincd.

Ilvou wanl to sce nrarre infornlation check the Hislorical Association \\,ebsite ort
www.history.org.uk and .lick on Local Hislor v- Weck 2002. There is it contact given
lhere - Slrzan e Ca$'sey - \\.llo is keen that libraries do get invohed. So pieo-se iI
you har.cn'L a1r cady donc so rcgislcr yoLrr inLcrest. talk to local grolrps and socicLies
ancl make a sLancl lor loca1 history.lncl the contributjon ol librarics to thc \Veek.

,Joatl Braq is Head of LDcal Strl.lies, Notlingho]r Libreries

IIAI'E YOU SEEN ...? some recent items of interest to local studies librarians

Havn-s, I). 'lhe seclrlar -s/rollkl be sacred too. Iac.tl Hislorg Nlagazine, 82. Noa/Dec
2040. t 7.

Iliscussion ofthe pro]rlenrs of tracing the \\'here.ibouts ol ciL'il p:trish rccorcls lbllow-
ing the establishment of civil parish councils foilowir)g the 189,1 Loc.rl Governntent
Act. The author leels that too Inany of thcse public records have quietly disappeaJed
since thcy wcrc firsl generatcd m.Lny, for cxample having been kept blr' olliccrs at
homc and then forgotlen- He calls lor County Rccord Olfices to underLake a systent
alic sur'\"ey of all local council and meeling records, $'ith a view to erforcing deposit
oI those at risk: surcly such rearor ds should recei\-c protcction at least equir.alent Lo

that allorded parish churcb records by the Pa.ocbial Rcgisters and records neasure.
Jordan, S. Hi-slor!/ @rlcl irl-lomTaLion leclLrlolog!): some i,mplicatiotTs.for tlTe \ocal iristonarl.
I'ccal Histoia\:3l(2). MaLr 2OO1,97 I05.

A short history of the develop:rent ol ll'. Ibllorved by a discussion oI the use ol
computcrs by historians, including recent developments such as online research
tools ajld problems of how digital documents should be presen'ecl and bywho- Obso-
lescence ofequipment and subscqucnt loss oldata are mentioned here. and problems
oI emulation ilnd migration. The question of charging and costs is raised could
thcre be an excluded group because of these? With rnore ch.u'ging the rclationship
between rcscarchcr. resource and archivist will changc. and BALII and other groups
m!rst Inonitor the situation. This thoLlghl[Lll arlicle is \r''orth reading.

DLron, D. Recucling orlr nel1,-spapers. IA Record, 1O3(5). I,laa 2O0I, 298 9.
Ilisto.ians have found to their cost lhat histo.ical cvidcncc in newspapers is crumbling
arvalr belore their eJes. and the greatly increascd usc olnewspapers has thrust issues
ol presenation and access into the limclight.This article is a report on a seminar
organjsed bv Laser aId the Greater Lonclon Archives Network. A range of topics u.as
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covered by a group of specialists. including the importance of ncwspapcrs as a
histo.ical soLrroe. and thc importance ol local collections of newspapers. Presefl'ation
on microfilm was dcalt with. including the bid to the Heritage lnttery Fund to
enable the presen,ation of3.5 million crumbling British local newSpapers on micro,
film. Ne\.vspapcrs on the web lvcre also dicussed. and among other topics the.e were
tlvo reports on reader sun eys, both concluding that newspapers are vital to historical
researchers. This is a useful ovcn ielv of the senrinar.

Pouertg invictoriarl L,ondon. I-A Record. 1O3(4). ApnI2OO l, 226 7.
Descriplion of a new ciigilisation project fronl the [,ondon Scl]ool oi Economics. The
jaunch o[ the Charles Booth online arcl]ive prol.ides frce access to to an online
catalogue of matcrials rdating 1() flooth s wcll known sun'ey into life and labour in
I-ondon during thc latter half oi the nineteenth century. The calaloguc is linked to
digltised images ol sun'cy notebooks and an interactive digitiscd imagc of l2 pov
erly maps produced by the sun'ey. Long used by scholars. the digitised nlarerial
will make jt much easier for researchcrs rvorking with the material. A bricl dcscrip,
tion of Flooth s sun'cv is gi\ren. together \{'ith dctails of the site.

Comden past arrd 1)resetx: a guide lo th<, Camden Lccal Sllrr.lies an(.l^rchiDes Cet1trc, Ed
bg M. Aston, M. HoI cs and R.C. Kttigltt. 2nd ed, Inndon BoroLlglt of Can7cl.rt. L,eisrtre
and CommLnitA Seruices Dept. 2OOO. 13pp. f2.95 + 50.65 p&p. ISBN O 901389 99 4.
This rvork will gllide rcsearchers to ovcr l50.0OO itcms about the historv of the
Borough held in thc Centrc. Beginning with a short history of local golcrnment in
London. inlportant bccaLrse there are sepalrate catalogues and indexcs for the three
previous authorities whi( h became Camdcn.'fhcre are lhen 39 sectjons sun]marising
holdings b)' tvpcs ofrecord. It should be emphasiscd that this is a guide to malerial,
not a catalogue: in some cilses. lor ir]stance, incomplete runs are sjmply lisled :rs
having gaps . Spccial Collections are lisled \Vith a brief dcsc.iption of their contents
and important relitted collections held elsewhere are given. Therc is a delailcd index.
This is an exccllent example of jts kind and should be a goldmine for researchers.

AIIIN BALL LOCAL IIISTORY ATVARDS 2OO 1

TheAlan Ball Awards wcre cstablished to encouragc local hislory publishing by Pub-
lic Libraries and Local Autho.ities. They are organiscd by lhe Librar)' S(:n'ices Trust:
this is the seventeenth ]'ear that the awards have been made and they ha!'e bccome
an established part of the library aw.Lrds scene.This vear the judges mirde Utree
awards, the maximurn perJnitted, and commended Lwo other publications.
They were:
Kingston upon llull City Council for Wilber-force and HtLllbv Liz De.verell and Carcth
Watkins. This is a very professionallv prodlrccd book. the contents and design of
which impresscd the judgcs:
lvarwickshire County Council for lycrL'ickshire \yomett b-y Rosalyn Foster and
Christine Cluley. This is a ven'practicill guide to relerant sources in lhe Counlv
Record Office:
Carmarthenshlre County Council for ?v gJcreL Llblorll o-f Uulellicl>oryrcttiue 1895 2OU)
by Keith J Evans. This is a monumental and '"vell illustrated history of tlte subject.

The two eiltries that thc judges pariicularly commended werc:



The London Borough of Southwark for SouthlrarJ( in Archiue-s bl' Stepheir
Humphrcy. This was conrmendecl in pa.ticular lor ils design bv Carol Enright;
Southampton City Council lbr SHOltrtase: Soulllanlpton Ilistory on rhe 1.1.reb. This is
a scarchable clat:lllase of o!er 4000 photographs and other illuslralions oI the
SoLrthampton a-rea. a\.ililable via tlle Web - and nole the clever ac.onym ! The j Lldges
felt that. pilrticLrlarlv in orcler to consen.e the origiDal $'orks ancl Lo increase
accessibiljtj/. this is the sort of iniliati\.e that should be.tomc nore ',vi.lespread and
Southampton is selling a good exanrple.

Cong.irtulalions 1o lhese authoritics. An a$'ards ceremony rvas hcld at the Umbr ell-A
conlerence.

NOTE: \\ras vour authority one ol tlrose rvlto entcrcd this Vear? Il not. rrhlr not rhink
about it lbr De:rl vear'1 f-or norc inlormalion contact Flric Wintcr at the Trust s
Ofllce al 7 Iljdgrnount Street. London WCIE 7AIt. tel O2O 7255 0648. lll]lail
cric.u'intcr(ala hcl.orp.. uk

SCOTI,AND'S LOCAL HISTORY WEEK, 2OOI
SAbil CaDaiagh

Local Iiistory Week is organised every vear as a national event in Scotlalnd. to pro
vide local libraries rvith an opportunity to mount exhibitions and organise lcctLLres
and other activities relating to the local history of their area. 'l'his year's Week.
which r.rn liom 2 I st -28th April, was the thirteenth since the event started in 1988.
The benefit oi ihe Week is that each indi\.idual local aulhoritv bcnclits lrom the
national publicily: and the concentration of eveirts in one lveck achieves lar g.eater

impact than could one isolated even1.

Each ycar a special theme is adopted: in
2OO1 it was Transport. Local studies li-
brarians sholved their usual imaginative
flair in coming up with events to tie in
with the tra]lsport theme. In West Lothian,
lor example. there r.vere ibur displays early
cycling. the Union Canal, on(r of the lo-
cal turnpike roads, and al general displav
in the Local History Library. all of these
displays being available for circLrlatior.l to
other libraries after the end of Local His
tory Week. ln addition there was a talk
on old railways round Bathgate which
reached an audience who are not regular
Iibrary users. A planned walk along an old
road had to be cancelled because of foot
and mouth restrictions.

Local History
Week

W
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Other evenls across the country included exhibitions. an aJchival iilm evcning, the
launch of a canal website, publication of a booklet. illustrated talks, a transport
history quiz. a rnodel raihray display, guided lvalks and zr dcmonstration of how to
ride a penn).' farthing - 56 events in total. all designed to raise awareness of local
studies iibraries imd their sen'ices, and to promote interest in local history.

Local History Week is coordinated by LOCSCOT. the Scottish Branch of the Local
Studies Group.

Subil Cauqnagh is L-acal Hislorll Libraian. West lntlian Libraries.

NOTDS AND NEWS

As nlcntioned elservhere. a series of interesting and usclul papers were preserlte(i to
LSC members at UnbrellA ard it is hoped that some at least olthese papers will be
publishcd in LSl,. Meart\vhile lan Maxted. our Chairman, has produced a detailed
rcport on U6 which includes a sumnlary ol each of the papcrs givcn to thc Group.
This has beerr published in the De\.on County Council local studics ncwslettcr lor
Jul-v' [hou'has he managed it so quickly?) which is published both in hard copv and
on the web (Annales occidettto,les or WestcolltLLru Studies: a bibliograplTical neusleLter.
lssue 358, July 2ool. pp 13-61: http://www.devon.gov.uk llibrary llocstudy /
list358.html ).

[,eeds Univcrsity School of Continr.ring Education is introducing a r]cw Postgraduate
Certificate in Public History. intended as a career development programme designed
for people who work in libraries. muscums and archives. Pllblic history is clefined as
the studlr of how we acquire our sense of the past - through memory alld archives.
images and l2rndscape; ancl thc presentation of those pasts to a range ol audiences
- for instance through nluseums or film or television. Teaching \,"'ill be in 24 one-day
sessions in Leeds over one vear (September to June), and the certificalc carries 40
credits at Level 5 [ie postgraduate levcl). it can counl tolvards your CPI] portlblio lor
charlering. The course starts on September I lth. so you nlay be too l.rte lbr this
year, but ifyou are inlerested you could try ringing the Course Coordinalor. Jill
Liddington. on Ol13 2:33 3222.

Thc Edinburgh Dala and Information Archive (EDINA) has launched a free online
version of thc two Statistical Accounts of Sco(land- The idca of Sir John Sinclair.
the aim lvas to protide a picture of everv parish in Scotjand.The first Statistical
Account. in 21 r,olumes, rvas published between 1791 and 1799 and the second
series (thc Ncw Statistical Accolrnt) in 1845. They were compiled by local people -

usually the pa.ish ministers - and apart from being given a list of 166 queslions to
impose some uniformit)'. the compilers were asked for an account of the history aird
antiquities of the placc. The Statistical Accounts a-re rrajor source o[ information
about life during the agricultural and industrial revolutions and are therefore
immensellr important to social and political historians. The site has 2B.0OO digital
images of the pages. ilr'rd the text can be searched by ke!'word or phrase: further
search facilitics erre planncd. Thc iiddress is edlna.ac.uk/StatAcc



Oli:lhilnr Local StLrclies ancl ArchiYcs has recer-tth- pLrblished the se\,enth {Spring 2OO I l
issuar o[ its Newslcttar- I1 alelai]s \,itriotrs crtrrenl acti\-ities alncl includcs a seclion on
\\ork lly volLtntcers. llotll indivjclLt:ils ancl olg:tnisatioits , members of Oldham
Hislor ical So.ielY hi1\'e lbr insLance becn hclping wiLh a pjlot projecl looklng !lt the
'lrLil -rl.or^ ' Icr.nll- ll',rpt- 'l-u.. li. rt r-r,nt .rI,IIi,,.,,,,, -r'r,r,

Calrden l,oa:ll Slr.lies.nrl Ar.lliYcs ccnlre hils recentlv contplctccL lhe iuchi\,e
niicrolllrrrine oI (ll]rrrclcn Coirncil (and pre,CantclenJ R.1Lilt1l \ralLlittion I_isls liom
l9ei3-1990. Ilei\1, lllrllli. use h.rd nr|]de some ofthe origin:rls dcLeriorate tladlv. brLt
all arc no\\'aveilable itgiLin. The \,:lluation lisls hcmsel\,es are a usc1u1 sollrcc of
lcgil1 inlorr]rirtion lor pr opcrn' trailsilcLions and in builalinq clisplltes ancl are llso a
resoLrrce lar r arsearclters stLtdvir-tg thc histon' ol a parijculalr aclalress. Camdclt also
reporls rlrat wo.k oi last ye|ir's project to pllotograph .r\.cry streeL in C:lnrdcn ltiis
no\r been compleled ilncl the resulLs nearlv 5OOO pl-roto{raphs - \.rill soon be availablc
io thc public.

O|ci Lhe vears llrcrc has bccn a cont.jnuin€ clern:rncl lbr lllc classic (jolrnty ltisto
es. ilnd \rariolrs plllllishers. local ancl niitional. havc ltroclLrcecl reprints: ntos1, how

e!er. h:L\-c conllrred thcnlseh.cs to the lext as it w:ts not econontic lo reprodLtce fhc
jllusLrirlions. I lo$,e\.cr. tlte itdvent of the CI) has nlar(le it possiblc to reprodLrcc these
rvorhs econornicallv in fLrll Chcshirc Fanrilv History Socicrty. ir-t conjunction rvith the
Cheshjre I-ocal llislory Associ.rlion .tjtd elteshirc RcL,,rcl Ollrtr. hiis laken ach,an-
ta{e ol 1his laciliL\' 1o reprocluce Ormcrocl s HisLory ol Chcshire \\,ith :r1l the original
illustralions aL a cosl o[ only tl7.5o + Sl.5O pc&p. Also a\,2]ilablc is the sct ol
Orclilar-rce Sun'c\' 2ncl cdition 25 in. Maps of Chcshire - irll 8OO oj tltcm on 2 CDs
for SllO + p&p.

SOURCES FOR TRANSPORT HISTORY: report on a LoCSCOT day schoot
An.lreL! Belhune rural Ann NLr

This rvars hcld at the Mitchell Libr.rry. clasgo\v on March 28th 2O0 t . Thcre were live
speakers: Gulhrie Hlrtton on resourccs for canal history; Don Martin on railway
sources in thc perio.l l8O8 1850: Alastair Durie on the lc{acY of Mr Toacl ( i.e.the
social history of nioloring in the early 2Oth centuryJ; Grant Netvrran on a\.i.rtion
sources, arcl Brian Skillen on rescarching bus and triirtr llistory liotn a social history
anglc.

GLrthrie HLrtion s talk gavc insight jnto Lhe large rirnge of sorlrces relevant to canal
hjstor 

"-. 
furong tlle sources discusscd \\'ere Acts of Par liilntcltt itDal raii\.vav archives

{many of lhe eilrly canals \\'erc taken over by railway colrpaniesl. Nc,.vspa1,ers rver"
mentjonecl ars Lhcv lrav gj\.ii prospeciuses ard olher comnrer cjal inlornration as well
as shjpping intelligence. Nso vaiuabic arc recel]t I cports on consen,atjon etc sllch
as thc 1979 8l reporL olt the Union Canal. Olher Lrselul sources lnentioned were
maps, prinled rllhcmer:a. prints ard pl-rotographs. Sadlr.rnuch naterial has been
lost in llie clcirring out ol olfices over lhe l.cars. OLller clues 1o canal history can be
fol rd in plilcc nantes and pub r-lallles. Manv grolrps of canitl enthusiarsts publisit
newslelier s which can be vcry inlorntalive..ils calt items such as reports and minutes



produced by local authorities. In some cases there will be archaeological reports.
The current restoration programmes are a new chapter in the historv of ollr canals
and often involvc ncw construction techniques and materials and intcresljng
engince.ing solul ions.

Don Martin's \\,ork htis conccntriltecl on tl-re pul)lic'railways ofScotland- Sotrrccs
highlighted inclLrded Ottle)''s bibliograph)' {$'ith :iupplcmenls). I{obertson s Origins
ojf lhe Scoltish raiiuro!./ s!/.stenr, and the histories ol small railwavs ptrblisl.recl bv the
Oakwood Press. The Raiiwav and Canal Iljstorical Society publishes an annual
bibliography in its journarl, which updatcs Ottlev. Again, many raiiwal conlpanies
such as the Caledonian and the North British have their bands of enthrlsiasts who
publish vcrv informative nelvsleLters. Many ol the sanlc sourccs nlentioncd for catrals
(Acts, maps. photographs, ncwspapers and ephemeral are also uselill for railways.
and in particular Don recommcnded looking out lbr thc ftailway clearing hoLlsc
maps, Major archi\,es ar(1 helcl b], the National Archives o[ Scolland and Clasgow
and Aberdeen Univcrsities.

Alastair Durie s talk was very enlert.rining. He enabled us lo entcr in(o tlle nliir(l-set
of the early nlotorist and those wirose lives wcre aifcctcd b)' rhe arrival of tlle irlt ernal
combustion cnginc. Marl.' of thc issLlcs such as drillk driving. rolvciJr tourisls, irnd
the vulnerabjlit-v of local busincsses. .rrc still $'ith us today. Pronising sotlrces lbr
the earlv hislorv of nlotoring are nlinLrtes and reporls ol local auLborities - paricLllilrly
dispules ovcr sr.rch ihings as paying for improvemenls to ro.ids, speed limits c(c -

and also reports of such controversies in the local press. Tire press is also a Aooci
sourcc of ad\rertisemen ts for compa.nies olTering sen'ices 1o molodsts, sales ofvchicles
and rccruitment o[chaufieL]rs. Ileports ofaccidents will also bc lbrlnd irt the lor::rl
papers. and somctinrcs can be follorved up in court cases. Old road si.qns and sl.eei
Iurniture can still be ibund which car also illumin.ltc the earl]' history ol ntotoring.
Diaries of early notorists can also be fascinating if you car lind them.

Grant Newman. ol the Muscum of Fiight. toek us on a guidcd tour of the ]ristorl of
aviation but using Scottish examples starting with ]).'tler whose fanre hils dcfinitely
been eclipsed by l-unardi and les freres Montgollier. Amongst tlte nany ilrchives he
mentioned. the rcsources of the Airship Heritage Trust and lhe RAF archivc al Lhe

PRO in Kew sounded particularly interesting.

Brian Skillen works for Glasgow Libraries. but his main intercst is rcsearchinA the
history of trams and lluses. He is a collector of ephemcra and reminiscences connectecl
with buses and lrarrts. Iie clcmonstratcd examples of ltow to rescitrclt the social
aspects of transport, showing thal there is definitely more to jt than sinply recling
off hsts of bus route variations. 'l'here is .r Scottish Btts Museunl in Fife lvhich is al-l

obvious piace lo pursue the subject. Brian highlightcd a serious prol)1eDr wjth many
publications on bus ancl tram history, which is thcir lack of references. He also
pointed out that lack ol retrospectivc cataloglling in man,"- large institutions hides
valuable ilelns from polrntial users ancl causes dilTicultits Ior rcsearchers. Local
newspapers arnd local aLr[l]ority reports and minutes were again mcntioned .rs good
sources. as were official enquiries into accidents. Ilusincss archives ofbus companies.
printed ephemera, photogr.rphs and prinls. Acts of l'arliament and the internet can
all prove uselul areas for rcsearch.

24



Du.ing discussions at the end of the course. all speakers lvere at pains to point out
that the internel shoulcl bc usccl !\'ith caution as thc content of ntany transport
sites is of suspect reliabilitv.

Andreu lJetllune anrd Ann NLr are bolhJiorr Edit:LbLlrgh Cil\J Libtaries

TOM VALENTINE
Lirnitcd
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LOCAL STUDIES GROUP COMMITTEE 2OOO -2OO1

Chairman: Ian Maxted. Devon County Library
Vice Chairman: Alicc Lock. Tallrcside Lil)raries
Lion Secrctary: Diana Dixon. Suffolk
Hon'l'reasurer: Philip Thomas, Birmingham
MembershipSecratary: DorrglasHindmarsh. Shefficld
llon Editor. LSL: Ian Jallrieson, Newcastle upon Tyne
Lib Ass Councillor: Albert flartlcy. warringlon uorough Librarlr
Members: Ed Button. Suffolk County library

Michael Dcrve, Aberyst$f'th
Elizabeth Melrose. North Yorkshire County Libraries
Philippa Stevens, Hampshire County Library

Branch representativcs:
Irndon and Honte
Counties: Mick Scott, London Metropolitan Archives
Midlands and Anglia: Joan Bralr, Nottingham City Library
North Western: Alice Lock. Tameside Libraries
Scottish: Don Martin. East l)unbartonshire Libraries
Welsh: Rheinallt Lhv-vd. DII^S, Univ Wales Aberystwyth
Northern lrelandr Linda Greenwood, representing the Lib and lnf

Services Council {Northern lreland) tocal Historv
Panel

The Croup also has ar Liaison Officer at l-A headquarters to keep us in touch with
issues of concern. At present this is Jill Martin, who is therefore ar ex-officio
member of the Committee.

As the number of candidates did not exceed th€ number of vacancies, no election
was necessary this year.

As can be seen from the foregoing list, the Group has committee members in most
parts of the country. Ifyou have any ideas or suggestions for meetings or day schools
etc - or indeed anything that you wish to bring to the attention of the Committee -
please do not hesitate to contact your nearest Committee member, or the
Hon. Secretary at 1l Cautley Road Southwold, Sulfolk lPlS 6DD. email
uczddi@ucl.ac.uk
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