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Editorial

The {rrst issue of the Local Studies Librarinn seems to have made a ripple
rather than a splash to judge from the amount of correspondence received.
Nevenheless feedbackseems to suggest thatpublication is worthwhile. \i(hat

we need, however, ispanicipation - it is yoarjournd'-More correspondence
and offers of contributions would be welcome.

This issue is something of an experiment, with the major part of it
devoted to a single topic. Newspapers have always been an imponant source
of local information, but their value is not always appreciated. Historically
this has been panly due to lack of indexes, though as Stephen Green notes in
his ardcle, this is now being remedied. The three contributions on the ropic
are versions of papers delivered and discussed at a meeting in Newcastle in
April, and because oftheir general interest are printed here. Vould 7oz like to
see more issues dealing with specific topics, or is a more mixed group of arti-
cles preferred ?

Our request for feedback on'Historyon your Doorstep' produced only
a small response. Manylibraries produced some sort oflist to accompanythe
series, but how manywent further?'Too busy already'is sometimes the argu-
ment advanced against active promotion ofthelocal studies collection but
is this fair on those who could benefit from our resources but are not already
committed users of the library? The local collection is an imponant part of
community information service - indeed probably the major source of
information on the development of the community - so surelywe ought to
attempt tocreate an awareness ofthe availabilityoflocal information not only
in the centrallocal studies collection butin branch and district Iibraries as well.
'What 

are yozdoing about it? Promoting our service is important: we have a

duty to the public to make sure that the material we collect is exploited.

One obvious way of doing this was by providing links with the BBC
series'History on your Doorstep'. Many libraries did so, and some com
ments on library reactions and a review of the series appear later in this issue.
'!/hile 

not perfect, this was one of the few large-scale attempts bythe mediato
introduce the general public to the subject, and the BBC recognised the
importance of local libraries as information sources. The series is to be

repeated on BBC 1 on Sundays at 1.25 pm. from September 2Zth. This should
reach a wider audience than the original transmission which clashed with
'Top ofthe Pops'. Here is anotherchance to promote your service - whynot
take it?



l The historian and local newspapers

During the past twenty years the main focus of historical scholarship has

shifted perceptibly from high politics, diplomacy and the constitution to-
wards popular movements, living standards and working conditions. To
quote a former colleague, 'we are all social historians now.' The onward
march of social history has been well charted by Professor Harold Perkin,
who, asrecentlyas 1967, was appointedto the frrst chair in socialhistoryto be

established in Britain.t A by-product of the process has been the enormous

enhancement ofthelocal newspaperas a source forhistorians. Vhen the chief
preoccupations were with statutes of the realm, House o{ Commons division
lists and the framing ofpeace treaties, aperusal ofthe local press was unlikely
to prove fruitful. It is a different matter when the questions to be asked are

'How cruel *as the Victorian poor law?', or'when did once distinct local

communities become absorbed by urban growth?'.

This process has been paralleled by a similar expansion in the study of
local history, at all levels from CSE Mode Three to courses awarding MA
degrees. Here too the local newspaper is seen as a key source. Indeed, where
nineteenthandtwentiethcenturyBritishhistoryisconcerned,whetherstud-
ied with a strictlylocal perspective, or to illuminate awider question, the local

newspaper is arguably the most valuable single source in existence. More
recently still, the press has become seriously studied in its own right- As a

medium for popular education, political debate, commercial promotion and
cultural diffusion, the Iocal newspaper is an important part ofthe history ofa
community, as well as beingthe best resourcefor researching such history.In
recent years a great range of scholarly investigation has been undenaken into
rhe history of periodicals at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels.2

The local studies librarian who has to deal with such awiderange of users

oflocal newspapers will find the task less daunting if there is a clear awareness

of what data can, and can not, reasonably be extracted from files of local

newspapers. It is a.lso helpful to have an appreciation of factors governing the
general iharacteristics of newspapers: price, size, qualiry of paper and print,
frequency ofpublication. What follows is designed to provide a brief answer

to these questions,

A key determinant of the price of a newspxper was the incidence of the
various taxes upon periodicals which were in force between 1712 and the mid-
nineteenth century. These taxes were of three kinds: an excise duty on each

sheet, a lery on each advertisement insened, and a duty, by weight, on the
paper used. Various eightegnth centuryrneasures plugged the loopholes and

raiied the rates until, between 1815 and 1833, the taxes were at the; Peak. A
newspaper ofthatperiod commonlycost sevenpence, of which 5*d was con-
sumed by taxation. Reductions of the advenisement duty in 1833 and the
excise duty in 1836 were followed by the abolition of all three kinds of tax by
1861.



The fiscal emancipation ofthe press did not, however, produce a trans-
formation in format. The cramped columns of smallprint, imposed by pre
vious financial stringency, remained conventional formost newspapers to the
end of Victoria's reign. Instead, the savings accruing from the removal of
taxes were expended in increasing the number ofpages, commonlyfronr four
to eight (for weeklies), or, more signi{rcantly, in converting from weekly to
daily publication. The provincial daily press dates from the repeal of the
stamp tax in 1855. Early foundations were mosdymorning newspapers, price
one penny, but from the 1880s the emphasis swung increasingly towards
evening newspapers, price one halfpenny.3

Daily publication required much more advanced - and costly - equjp
ment than weeklypublication, and the technological breakthroughs achieved
in printing during the nineteenth century were very great. The composing
depanment tended to lag behind theprint-room, untilthe advent ofthe lino
tlpe in 1889 ({rrst installed in E.ngland at the Newcasde Daily Chronicle)
made good the deficiency. Previously tlpe was reused repeatedly, so that a
worn tlpeface in a local newspaper can often be taken as a clue that the publi
cation was struggling financially. Quality ofpaper is aless reliable guide. Eigh-
teenth century newspapers, made from ra5;s, have worn considerably better
than nineteenth centurypapers made from esparto grass and woodpulp. Dis-
integrating frles of Victorian newspapers provide the most cogent argument
for the use of microfum, despite the attendant inconvenience.

Turning from format to content, a distinction should immediately be

drawn between eighteenth and nineteenth century periodicals. The Iocal his
tor ian who turns to the columns of eighteenth century newspapers {or infor
mation on local elections, controversial material about poveny and public
health, or local opinions about national questions, is l;kelyto be disappointed.
Provincial periodicals were relatively few and far between. They served a

region rather than a localiry, and could not become absorbed in strictly local
questions.The conductors preferred to publish the sole medium in theregion
and so did not wish to provoke the establishment of a rival periodical by
adopting too partisan a line. Vhere a rival newspaper did appear, political
content often took the form ofasl'ndicated political letter, such as\(ye'sLet
ter, rather than of an indigenous expression ofopinion. The local oligarchies
which ran municipalities and counties did not readilyprovide copyfor repor-
ters (who, in any case, were a rarity) in the way that elected councils and
boards did in the Victorian period. The most fruitfuldepartments ofan eigh
teenth century newspaper, therefore, for the local historian, are the advertise-
ments and the columns giving information about market prices, postal ser-
vices and stagecoach times. The latter category is particularly useful to the
economic historian, but advenisements have a wider appeal. Quack medi-
cines, tlrextre bills, farm auctions, professional services and electoral
addresse. ere all commonly featured in the advenisement columns. Syste
matically studied, they can provide data for a wide range of historical enqui-
nes' 
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The followhg advertisement, from the Newcasde Journal, 9 January
1779, provides a good exa;nple ofthe eighteenth century approach to public
appointments:

\0anted at May day next a School Master that can be well recom-
mended to teach Reading, Vriting and Arithmetic. He will have a

yexly s ary of f,20 with a house and a few acres of land at Marley-hill
upon reasonable terms. Any person s/ho voted for Mr. Bowes last
election will have the Preferance, if well recommended and duly
qualified.

Advenisements remain a useful source for the historian where nineteenth
century newspapers are concerned. Other departments, however, merit
close attention. The major new feature was the editorial column, rarely in
evidence before the 1790s, but attaining increasing imponance during the
next hundred years. Political motives weighed veryheavilyin thefoundation
of provincia.l newspapers, particularly in the third quaner of the nineteenth
century. The proprietor, or principa.l shareholder, was commonly an active
local politician, and frequently the member ofparliament for the town.a The
editorial column often more ofan editorial page, with three orfourlengthy
leading anicles - could serve as a valuable mouthpiece for political views. It
merits study as a medium ofpublic opinion, but it is avexed question whether
it mou.ld-d that opinion or merely gave voi:e to it. The reporting columns
could also be brought into service.Joseph Cowen, for instance, member of
parliament for Newcastle, and proprietor of theNewcastle DailyChronicle,
could count on verbatim repons ofhis majorspeeches, occupfngas much as

l8i column-/eer ofasingle issue ofhis newspaper. With the aid ofthe railway,
the telegraph, and the news agencies, Victorian provincial newspapers could
bring their readers far more rapid and well-informed coverage ofnational and
foreign news than had been possible for their predecessors.

Political historians can profitably study correspondence columns (al-
though they commonly reflected the viewpoint of the recipient newspaper),
and electora.l addresses (often as significant forwhat theydo zot sayas for the
worthy sentiments expressed). Social historians can trace the rise of mass-

spectatorspons. The connection between bening on horse-races, and the rise
of the evening newspaper was panicularly close - as protagonists of the
more sober morning publications did not fail to point out. Some proprietors
managed to serve both God and mammon by excluding racing tipsfrom their
morning papers, while publishing the results in their evening editions.

The historian of social welfare and urban improvement can find in the
dense repons of local newspapers a mine of information about the work of
boards ofpoor law guardians, boards ofhealth and highways, town councils,
school boards and the like. The minute books of such wonhy bodies often
omit controversial material whichwas given prominence in the more panisan
periodicals.



This list of uses to which local newsPaPers can be put is by no means

exhaustive. The following poem, summarising the contents of a Victorian
newspaper, appeared in the Newcasde Courant on 18 February 1876:

.PAPA, \THAT IS A NE\(SPAPER, AND \flHAT
DOES IT CONTAIN?'

Organs that gendemen play, my bon
To answer the taste of the day, my boy.

'\flhatever it be
They hit on the key,

And pipe in full concert, away, my boy.

News from all countries, and clirnes, my boy.
Advenisements, essays, and rhymes' my boy.

Mixed up with all sorts
Of flying repons

And published at regular times, my bcy.

Statistics, reflections, reviews, my bon
Little scraps to instmct and amuse, my boy'

And lengthy debates
Upon matters of State

For wise-headed folks to peruse, Iny boy.

. . . Lists of all physical ills, my boy,
Banished by somebody's Pills, mY boY,

Till you ask with surprise
''i(hy anyone dies,

Or what's the disorder that kills, my boy.'

Maurice Milne, School of English and History,
Newcastle upon Tyne Polytechnic.

L

2.

L

4.
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The Newspaper Library and the Iocal Library

No description of the British Library Newspaper Library's views of its
responsibilities can be static, since they are constandyevolving in response to
national need. Taking the long perspective, over the years since the News-
paper Library was established at Colindale in 1901 its role has turned from
being a passive repository of newspapers comparatively unused, to an insti-
tution offering services to the public who visited it but in isolation from all
other resources within the nation, to its present and recent position ofacting
as a national focus within the overall pattem of national provision.

The Newspaper Library has identifred so far ten points where it may assist
in improving the qudity of national provision. Many of these points have
been discussed orsponsored by the Vorking Pany on Access toNewspapers
which was set up in late 1979 after the process of consu.ltation consequent
upon the publication by the British Library of its consultative paper The
Newspaper Collections and, tbe Fatare. Its terms of reference were:

To consider the most suitable iurangemenrs for the co-ordination
and dissemination of information about the storage, microfrlming
and availabiliry of newspapers and to make recommendations.

Sinceits inception it has held nine meetings.lts membership is designed to
reflect the spectrum of interest in newspaper librarianship, and includes
representatives from the Library Association, SCONUL, COCRIL, and the
National Ubrary of Scotland. It is now in theprocess of reponing back to the
British Library with its recommendations. One of these recommendations is

that a similar body, with an amended membership if necessary, should beput
on a permanent footing as a consulative group to the Newspaper Library.
Such a group would be able to act as a formal - but not exclusive - channel
for the communication of the views of other libraries and users interested in
newspaper collections.

Now let us turn to the ten point plan:
1. One of the most important achievements of the lgorking Pany has

been to draw up a draft statement, still subject to national comment,
about the local archival responsibilities of libraries for the preservarion
and retention of British newspapers. It has been published in the
Newspaper Ubrary Newsletter No.3, and copies will be willingly
supplied on request.



3.

The British Library continues to receive a number of requests for
financial suppon for local microfilming projects, since it can provide
financial suppon to other libraries under one of the sections of the
British Library Act. Normally applications for grarts are considered
centrally, bur in the case of applications conceming newspapers,

responsibility has been delegated to the Reference Division, with the
Newspaper Library being responsible for the initial processing and

evaluation of such requests. It has to be stressed that the amount of
money available to suppon such applications is comparatively sma.ll,

and bywayofillustration, the year's budget could be consumed bythe
filming of one long run of one local newspaper. However, one of the
main criteria usually employed in consideringsuch applications is that
the newspaper which requires 6.lming should not be held centrally in
the original by the British Library since the ultimate purpose is to
develop a more comprehensive National Archive of British news-
papers. Various conditions attach to anygrant given, perhaps the most
imponant of these being the selection of a suitable microfilming
agency that is able to comply with the relevant British Standard that
specifres the requirements for 35mm microcopying ofnewspapers for
archival purposes. As a policy statement, this document is inevitably
briefand in outline only, becausewe recognise that there will be many
different cases and circumstances that arise over the course of the
years-

It is the Brirish Library's intention as soon as resources permir to
engage in a more comprehensive filming programme of current
United Kingdom newspapers. Tothis end we hopevirtuallyto double
our camera capacity from the existing 2Z cameras to 51. English local
newspapers will be the {rrst to be tackled. But before we make a stan
on this ambitious programme, we intend to conduct a national suwey
of what local titles are already being 6lmed by other agencies, and to
assess the qualiry of the frlm thus generated. If the film is satisfactory,
we hope to purchase it rather than undenake wasteful duplicate frlm
ing. It is panicularly imponant in this programme to have the full co-
operation of local public libraries since they have byJar the best con-
tacts with the local newspaper proprietors whose copyright permis-
sion is needed before {rlming can begin and copies made available for
sale to other libraries. Our experience so far, in the seventy tides that
we now handle, has been that the newspaper proprietors usually
adopt a constructive and co operative attitude, and indeed often are

willing to purchase a copy of positive microfilm of the frlm for their
own purposes. Even so, wedo notforone moment underestimate the
immensity of co-ordinating this enterprise on a national scale.
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One of the most visible achievements of the Vorkrng Party on Access
to Newspapers has been its encouragement for the Newspaper Lib-
rary to issue, rwice a year, a Newsletter. Four issues have appeared so
far. Although it does have news about the activities ofthe Newspaper
Library, its purpose is wider than that: it is aimed to act as an informa-
tion medium for all those with an interest in newspaper librarianship
and news information and contributions from outside librarians are
always warmly welcome.

The Newspaper Library over the last eighteen months has set about
compiling a national union list of indexes to local newspapers. When
we started we knew of the existence of only thiny such indexes; now
that we are nearing the completion ofthe project we have been able to
identify over 650 indexes.

The Reference Speciai and Information Section of the Ubrary Asso-
ciation has in the recent past made steadyprogress in com pthnga Bib-
liographT of Bitkb Nezaspapers.The approach is to compile a volume
for each ofthe historic county areas ofEngland, and so farthe volume
for Viltshire has appeared. In 1981 the British Library tcok over
responsibility for publishing the results of these endeavours from the
Library Association with the hope that more speedy progress might
be made. Already the volumes for two other counties are in the pro-
cess of production.

The Newspaper Libraryis anxious to develop its potential as a referral
centre for in{ormation enquiries about newspaper. Ve have always
been strong in dea.ling with questions about newspaper history,
although because of the primarily historical nature of our collecrions
we are not equipped to perform the function ofa current information
service. This is best left to local libraries and to specialised collections
of press-cutthgs and subject collections. In outline, what we hope to
do is to establish a much tighter network of information exchange
between the various components in the system, so that enquiries may
be directed to the most suitable source.

One ofthe strongest advantages that we have in assisting local libraries
is to provide them with high qualiry filming of rctrospective runs of
their own newspapers at a very reasonable price. Ourcopies are inevi-
tably much less subject to constant use and therefore deterioration
than those in the public libraries. Their pristine nature makes them
panicularly suitable for being the copies used in filming, as well as the
quality ofequipment and the experience that wehave in micro6lming.



10.

9. The Newspaper Library is well placed to offer informal technical
advice on microfilm camera, processing and reading equipment on an

informal basis, although we do not wish to compete for the role that is
played on a much higher and more formal technical level by the
National Reprographic Centre for Documentation. We also have a

training function if we are to be serious about our desire to raise the
standards of microfi.lming thoughout the United Kingdom. Thus we
have instigated two one-day microfi.lm study groups aimed primarily
at the technicians within other libraries who have the responsibiliry
lor carrying out local micro6lming.

Finally, we hope that in theyears to comewecan establish anadvisory
service on elementary conservation techniques for newspaper
librarians.

Stephen Green, Head of Newspaper Ubrary,
The British Library.

Information wanted

Gloucestershire County Library is at present exploring the possibilities of
wing a micro-compuer in aspects of local history zaorhi.a collating a trade
directory or census data. The references in the "I-ocal Historian" and 'Gen-
ealogists' Magazine' have been noted but they wouid be glad of the oppor-
tunityto speak to anyone who has anyexperience of such exercises. Anyone
who thinks that they might be able to help is asked to contact Neville Chap-
man who is the Reference Librarian at Gloucester Library, BrunswickRoad,
GLOUCESTER GL1 1HT, telephone Gloucester (0452) 20020 or 20684.

Tbe NationalAssociation of Mining Hitory Organisationsis discussing a

proposal to establish an index of articles on mining historyand would like to
hear of any similar scheme already in existence. Contact: Mr. M.C. Gill,
SecretaryNAMHO, 38 Main Street, Sutton in Craven, KEIGHLEY, York-
shire, BD20 7HD.

Reproduaion fees-John Cole, the local studies librarian at Rochdale is
anxious to discover whether there are any accepted policies on charging rep-
roduction fees for material used bythe,nediaand bypublishers. His enquiries
so far have produced a rather con{used picture with some libraries charging
and others not. He would be pleased to hear from any librarian who charges

reproduction fees, panicularly with regard to the level o{ fees and the argu-
ments used to get offrcial approval for charging them. Members should con-
tacr John Cole, local Studies Library, Central Library, The Esplanade,
ROCHDALE, Lancs. OL16 1AQ. Tel: Rochdde pTAQ 47474.
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I-ocal newspapers and the public library - some problems

Although I am writing as a local studies librarian in charge of a 1450 volume
collection of-local newspapers, I have done my share of research using this
source, and fully endorse Maurice Milne's remarks on its va.lue. One of my
major concerns now is to try to ensure that future local historians have this
primary research material available to them.

Most librariins in charge of newspaper collections will agree that they are
now posing urgent problems - problems for which the time available for a
solution is limited and which come at a time vrhen libraries are srretching
resources to maintain services.

_The relationship berween the public library and local newspapers can
perhaps be best described under threeheads - acquisition, preservation, and
exploitation, with inevitable overlaps. The receni BL working pany docu-
ment states th^t, inter alfu, 'Libraries shou.ld ensure that rhere is a publicly
available file ofeach local newspaper in a suitable library, or fr.. 

^...r, 
to 

" 
fll

in other ownership'.

In the nonh east the publishers of the major'regional'titles do not allow
a.ces{ to thdr files under anycircumstances, while smaller newspaperoffices,
which may be more amenable to access, do not normally have fici.lities for
research. None of the university or polpechnic libraries in the region have
newspaper collections of any significance. Therefore the whole Surden of
making newspapers available falls on the public library. This, I shou.ld add, is
just as it should be, in view ofthe public library's abiliry to offer long opening
hours, access to all, and professional help.

Free access, however, brings the problem of heary use and raises the
question ofpreservation. Ve have to bear constantly in mind that we have a
responsibility not onlyto the present user but also to future generations: we
will not be gratefullyremembered if all wemanage to leave them is a mound of
decaying newsprint.

Currentuse is aproblem herein the City Library. Most titles published in
Newcastle_ offer regional coverage, and our files are used by reseaichers from
well outside the cityboundary. A surveymadein 1981 revj"l.d that, on 

"uer-age, 378 bound volumes of newspapers were used each month. Each consul-
tation means nor just damage from readers (intentional or otherwise) but
damage from the physical process of retrieval and shelving. Heaq, volumes
are treated more like sacks of coal than as a unique resouice.
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The second problem of preservation arises when we consider the news-
papers themselves. I have no fears at all for the physical survival ofearlyissues.
But from the 1820s, with an ever increasing demand, a'natural' paper was
replaced by a cheap, unstable newsprint which decays when exposed to heat
and light. This decay seems inevitable whether or not the papers are used,

although of course use hastens the process.

Vhat solutions are available? The main recourse over the last twenty
years has been to microfilm. This cenainly supplies an answer to the problem
ofover-use and mostlibraries have adopted it.There is undoubted consumer
resistance to microfum (to which I shail return) but bcfore long the user will
have a choice berween microfilm and nothing. Like other libraries (I\.lot-
tingham comes to mind) we now microfilm al.l current titles, retaining hard
copy for current casual use only. \?e would a.lso wish to microfilm backfiles,
while retaining the originals in inexpensive storage. There is a good case for
purchasing microfilm of the BL's pristine, complete runs rather than the lib
rary's own frequently damaged and mutilated copies.

Although expensive, rebinding should still be considered, especia.lly for
older issues, which tend to contain much more of historical value than dreir
present day equiva.lents. Despite the increased expense, there ari: vinucs in
rebinding into much smallervolumes, the benefrts being in easier handling so
that both binding and contents will last longer. The adjunct to rcbinding is

deacidifcation and lamination, the only way of prolonging the life of the
cheap newsprint I mentioned earlier. Here we run into real problems of cost.
(At Newcasde we have recently sought two quotations for deacidifying and
laminating one year's issues of a tabloid sized weekly newspaper - both
were over f,1000). There is no way that a public library can meet costs of this
nature from within its own frnances and we have to look seriously at other
sources of funds - grants (from universities and polytechnics whose stu-
dents make so much use of newspapers??), inner city money (where appro-
priate) and lottery receipts.

Finally the exploitation of the library's newspaper resources and public
access.I believe the time must come when a// newspapers will be consulted
on microilm only with the originals stored cheaply out of harm's way. The
main problem is, as mentioned earlier, the publict dhlike of the medium
(which, I must confess, I share). What libraries can do is to provide microfrlm
of the highest qualitn together with the optimum conditions for its use -
motorised readers and reader/printers. The positive aspects can then be
emphasised, for example that copies can be provided from microElm which
would not be the case with origina.ls. Th.is should be anractive to ageneration
of library users which seems to have lost the abiliry to copy by hand! Micro-
6lm is intractable and every opponunity should be taken to compile indexes.
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Manypublic libraries attempt tolessen useofboth micro6lm and original
newspapers bymaintaining cuttings collectionson majortopics oflocal inter-
est. Ve have found this approach very satis{actory at Newcastle; the use of a

photocopier greatlylessens the amount of routine work involved. Such hardy
perennials as 'Unemplol'rnent' and 'The Keilder Reservoir' are easily dealt
with in this way.

But the majorproblem remains - whatis to become of our collections of
original newspapers? I would welcome any comments, either by letter or in
the form of funher contributions to Tbe Local Studies Libranan.

Frank Manders, I ocal Studies Librarian,
Newcastle upon Tyne Ciry Libraries.

Notes and News

The papers presented by the Local Studies Group at last year's LA Confer
ence have now been published (Library Association Conference, Clifton-
ville, 1981. Papers: Learning through life. Library Association, 1982, pp39 -

57). The papers are: Local studies at branch level - vicars, pensioners and
Vhitwalk photographs, by Gay Sussex; The social value of local history;
education, politics or nostalgia, by Stuart Daniels; and Adult education and
local history, byJane Anderson.

Vithin six weeks ofthe arrival ofthe microflm of the 1881 Census returns at
Nottingham Central Library, a full index was compiled by members of the
Nottinghamshire Family History Society. This includes an index to the vil
lages in the county and also street name indexes to Nottingham, Mansfield,
Newark and Vorksop. The Census returns and index are available in the
Local Studies Libraryat Nottingham. Nottinghamshire Counry Library also
reports that it is to co operate with the Universityof Nottingham in a major
project on oral history with the assistance of the Manpower Services Com-
mission. The project is entitled 'Making ends meet: earning a living in Not-
ringhamshire, 1900 1950'. Finally from Nottingham, the Nottinghamshire
Local Studies Librarycard catalogueis now available on microfiche.ln author
and classified sections, it lists the stock of over 20,000 volumes of books and
pamphlets on Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. The major collections on
Blron and D.H. Lawrence are excluded as these will be published separately.

(Acknowledgements to NEMCON for this item).
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Correspondence

Archives Policy

Dear Sir,

I was interested to read your,anicle, 'An archives policy for libraries,
museums and record offices ?', which appeared in the first is sue of The Local
Studies Librarizn.lt seems to me that the joint 'Statement ofpolicy relating to
archives', prepared by the Museums Association, the Sociery of Archivists
and the Library Association and published in the December 1981 issue of the
MuseumsJournal,is less than satisfactory.It would appear to be geared to the
needs ofthe museum and archive professions, with library problems consid-
ered very much as an aftenhought.

Iwas panicularly disappointed with Section 9, which deals with 'Areas of
positive collaboration between the professions'. Sub-section 9.1 deals with
collaboration in a genera.l way and is fair enough as far as it goes, but the
remaining three sub-sections are concemed purely with co-operation
between the museum and archive professions and make no reference to
librarians. Sub-section 9.2 deals with cataloguing, in panicular the develop-
ment of tlie Museum Documentation Association's IRGMA system to cope
with documents as well as museum objects; sub-section 9.3 deals with the
training of archives conservation staff and suggests a common syllabus for
archive and museum employees; sub-section 9.4 is concerned with the train-
ing ofeducation and design staff and considers the possibilityof opening the
Museums Association Museum Diploma options to archive service staff.

Multi-media cataloguing, training in document conservation and the
increasing employment of specialised education/design staff are all topics of
considerable interest to librarians, panicularly those involved inlocal studies.

It is most unfonunate that the joint statement gives the impression that these
are matters with which librarians are litde concerned. Co-operation with
archivists and museum curators in all these fields would undoubtedly be of
value. Perhaps itis significant that consultation of the Local Studies Group by
the joint working parry appears to have been minimal.

Don Manin,
Principal Assistant, Strathkelvin District Libraries.
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Dear Sir,

I hesitate to take issue with so great an authority as Godfrey Thompson
(page 4 of your first issue) when he writes of Guildhall in the l9th century as

"the only reference library in London open to the public (with the exception
of course of the British Museum)". Readers may like to know that, when
Bennet Voodcroft opened his Public Free Library of the Commissioners of
Patents at 25 Southampton Buildings on Monday 5 March 1855, it not only
provided a reference library open to tle public for material 'indispensable to
the right direction and advance of British Industry' but even, at that early
date, allowed the public direct access to the shelves.

25 Southampton Buildings was in the parish of St Andrew Holbom but
now, while the front door and reading room are in the London Borough of
Camden, some of us, under the same set of roofs, are within the Ciry's
boundaries, the old 'libenies'.

Those visiting Chancery I-ane for other purposes are very welcome to
visit and admire the style of SirJohn Taylor's 1902 building - not the first
library to be 'full' on the day it opened. We now await the move to Somers
Town about the turn of this decade.

A.N. Macgregor, Extemal Relations,
The British Library, Science Reference Library,

25 Southampton Buildings, Chancery lane, VC2A 1A'if

Visit to the House of Lords Record Office

The Nonh !(estern Branch of ISG has organised a visit to the House of
Lords Record Office on 26th November (provisionally). Details of the visit
will be circulated to all members in theNorth \Jfest. Anyone else wanting fur-
ther information should contact either Chris Makepeace, 5 Hilton Road,
DISLEY, Cheshire, SK12 2JU Tell. 06632 1146 or Diana !flinterbotham,
I-ocal Studies Librarian, The l:ncashire Llbrary, 143 Corporation Street,
PRESTON. PR1 8RH. Tel: Preston (0/72 54858).
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History on your doorstep - a Review

This series of eight television programmes was broadcast on BBC2 between
14th January and 4th March. Prior consultation was made with the ISG and
several members of the Committee panicipated in initial discussions. Bulk
supplies of a BBC-produced lea{let were distributed free to libraries and
reiord offrces, listing basic sources for the study of local history (a Nonh of
the Borderversion *as also made available, thanks Iargelydue to the initiative
of LOCSCOT).

Swavesey, in Cambridgeshire, was the subject ofthe opening programme

- and consisted of a'conducted tour' of this Fenland village in the company
ofJack Ravensda.le, local historian and author of the book of the series (Flis-

tory on lour doorstep, BBC Pubs., 1982, pbk. t4.50, hbk 18.95). Fred
Housego, the taxi driver of Mastermind fame, asked relevant questions at

appropriate stages of the 'tour'.

The industrial town of Halifax provided an excellent contrast for thesec-

ond programme. This broadcast charted the rise and fall of the Crossleyfam
ily of lgth century industria.l entrepreneurs and in so doing reflected the

changing prosperityof the town itsel{. The public reference library was feat-
ured for the frrst time in this episode - several others being given good
publicity in later programmes, notably Ea.ling.

Subsequent programmes covered such diverse topics as, Carmanhen:
the makingof a medieval town; The storyof a house; Readingthe landscape;

Alloa: a town built on water; Ealing: Queen of the suburbs; and finally But-
leigh: lgth century neighbours. This last programme, I thought, was a little
too weak to end on - just what was Ann Heeley going to do with all that
information shehad so painstakingly accumulated, indexed and 6led? If write
a book, why didn't it say so?

Emphasis was placed throughout the series on taking a closer look at

things normally taken for granted. \Y/hether in village, town or city much
could be learnt from simply standing and staring. Keen observation in the

field (or street!) coupled with the intelligent use of supponing documents,
such as directories, census returns) manorial and other records, was the

essence of discoveringthe History on your doorstE.

In conclusion I think it's worth mentioning that manylibrary authorities
have produced simple guides to their local collections, as a direct result ofthe
BBC series, and in anticipation of increased demand. Whethe r that increase in

demand has in fact materia.lised, or not, onlyyou the librarian on the spot can

tell. At any rate, the series will certainly not have lessened the demand for our
servlces.
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The programmes have perhaps been unjustly criticised by some
librarians for beingpitched at toolow aleveliorlocal historians. However, to
be fair I'm sure the intention ofthe producer, Bryn Brooks, was not particu-
larly to preach to the converted but rather to awaken an interest in thepublic
at large. If indeed the series has succeeded in pumping some new life-blood
into the body of local history, then surel; it will be no bad thing!

Robin Ansell, ALA,
Senior Reference Assistant, V/in.oledon Refererrce Library.

P.S. If you missed any of the programmes frrsr time round they are to be
repeated on BBC1 on Sundays at 1.25pm staning on September 27th.

,?;';;i*

Following our request for information in the last issue, a number of libraries
have sent in comments. Most of these agree that it is verydif{rcult to measure
the impact of such a series in terms of readership, though Leicestershire
reported somereaders newtothelibrary, and in Somerset there was increased
pressure on the CountyRecord Office.Thelocal historian featured in thelast
programme, Ann Heeley of Butleigh was inundated with letters, telephone
calls and callers so at least there werepeople watching the series.

Alllibraries repllng had producedleaflets orbooklists, and theseseem to
have been popular - Somerset County headquarters ran out ofcopies almost
immediately and Valsall had to keep on running off more copies. Lincoln-
shire reported that while their own list was popular, the BBC's was not, pos
sibly because it was thought to be too general.

Many libraries produced displays either in the central library, or as in
Nonh Yorkshire, in many branches - for instance at Malton a major display
included much material lent by local residents. Some libraries used the pro-
grammes as a basis forworkshops - Strathkelvin used videos to preface each

of the eight they ran, and 140 people came to the three meetings arranged in
Edinburgh.

Overall, libraries seem to have been aware of the imponance ofthe series,

and attempted to link up with the programmes, as the BBC had hoped. An
important point made was that the timing of the programmes was unlikelyto
attract a large audience: we hope that the repeat will attract more attention,
and give libraries a second chance to promote themselves.
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Brian M. Hall

At the meeting ofthe fSG Committee inJune, Brian Hallannounced that he

would be resigning as Hon. Secretary as soon as possible. Brian has recently
been promoted to the post of Course Director to the Postgraduate Diploma
Course in the Depanment of Librarianship at Birmingham PolJtechnic. He
feels that the increased work load thatgoes with this postwould mean that he

would not have as much time as he would like to devote to the job of Hon.
Secretary of the Group.

Brian became Hon. Secretary when [SG was first formed as a sub group
of RSIS in November 1973 and continued when it became an independent
group ofthe LA. It was largely through Brian's hard work that the transition
was successfully accomplished. Brian has worked as tirelessly for the Group
and has always been available to give advice on matters relating to the
Group,its constitution and the techniques of getting information etc. out of
the L.A.

It was through Brian that the Group's "Newsletter", now the "Local

Studies Librarian", got off the ground. In addition to his secretarial duties,
Brian edited the Newsletter from 1977-lgSl.Brianhas agreed to remain on

the LSG committee for the time being in order to act as a link between the edi-
tor and the printer of the "Loca.l Studies Librarian". It is hoped that he will
continue to serve on the committee as his advice and experience are invalu
able.

On a personal level, I found Brian's help and suppon invaluable when I
became Chairman following the unexpected death of Dorothy McCulla. I
should like to express the congratulations of all members of ISG to Brian on

his promotion and to thank him for all he has done as Hon. Secretary.

The new Hon. Secretary is to be Paul Sturges of the Depanment of
Library and Information Studies, Loughborough Universiry of Technology,
AshbyRoad, LOUGHBOROUGH, Leics. LE11 3TU. Tel: Loughborough
(0509) 263171ext. 5195. \fe wish him well.

Chris Makepeace

18



I specialise in
BRITISH LOCAL HISTORY
and TOPOGRAPHY

All parts of England, Scotland
and Wales

C a I a logue s i s s ued Ire q rc n t l!
Collections and single ilems purchased

A. J. Coombes
Bookseller

24 Horsham Road,
Dorking.
Sur.€y, RH4 2JA

Fitr YotLr Distrncf iue Printing

The lfeu Welltngton Press
+ ljookli.sl s
* IJrocll tt rc's
* Calaloques
* Magazirtes

* Aduert i sirtg Literalure
19 Queen Elizabeth Road,
(lir(,rtcesler. Glos. GL7 lDH Cirertcester 3BO5
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G.RYDER & CO. LTD.

QuTIillJ boxmake'rs since 1913

Pamphlet Boxes,
Archive Boxes,
Solander Boxes,
made to order

Wri-te or phone:

Denbigh Boad, BletchleY,
Milton Keynes,
Buckinghamshire.
MiIIoi Keutles IOqOB) 75524

Iocrl Posrcrnos

>F
H r sronv

A SERVICE WHICH EAKNS IT5 KEEP

W€ aF et ippel to prcduce lish qdlity L(ol Hhro.y
Pon.o'13 cnd would be pl@3ed ro hdr f@.i you il rol
o,e plonnins on irtue.

C- Sei'ice fdiuiei -

- coreful ofiention r. deroils
- odvice on choice or $bi.ct3
-nemr from our ow^ Li5rcry iI required

-quick deli"e.y

soter of o0. own ccLLEcToRcARDs r.ri.! which cove6
everylhins hi.rori.ol - countywide - exc€€d 12,000,000.
T6.y do loy rhot pEdic€ mLer o€rlecr

we will bke rhe sm. cor€ wirh ypur q..k I wirh

Ptou0u Pts0nE8
/3 

'MPL[ 
ROAO CROYDON SIJRREY ENGLANO CIO IHW

ol-aa8-6?75

TOM VALENTINE
Offers a complete Binding, Book and Document

Conservation Service to all Librarians at

competitive prices.

The Service is backed up by a ldetime of
practical experience. AII materials used conform
to Archival Standards.

QUALITY AND PERSONAL SERVICE CUARANTEED

Unit l, Dalderse Avenue, Falkirk, Scotland
Telephone 0324 37M9
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DUNN & WILSON LTD.
Long established, renowned experts in Book Restoration offer a

comprehensive range of services to Libraries.

Conservation: Using materials conforming to archival standards,
our services include parchmenl repair, stain and
foxing ren'roval, treatment of fungus de-acidifica-
tion. cleaning and Florentine repairs.

Restoration: Rebacking of clolh and leather bound books Lrsing
matching materials is carried out by our skilled
c rafts me n.

All leather work is trealed with leather preservative
dressing.

Rebinding: Our experienced binders provide the entire range
of binding styles trom cloth to fine leather bindings.
Expert advice and estimates are provided without
obligation and free of charge.

Arrangements for a representative to cali can be made.

John Penman
Conservation Manager
Box A. Dunn & Wilson Ltd.
Eellevue Bindery, Glasgow Road,
Falkirk FK1 4HP.
fel . O32 4 21 591

London Sales Office,
The Dunn & Wilson Group Ltd.,
Pegasus House.
1 16/120 Golden Lane,
London
EClY OUD


