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EDITORIAL

Linlbrell,A 5 r,vas a great success to jLlclge tlom posili\r .csponscs nrardc lo tlle
questionnaitc cornplcted by delegates. :rnd the LSC is please.l to have becrr p:trt ct
the conference, providing $'hitt our Committee lelt was a ver-v goo.l se1 ol p:lpcrs
relate.l 10 popr.rlar culLure. A number ol LSG nrenr]lers were prescnl, i)ut
atlendancc at Group sessions. though enthlrsiirstic. lvr,is quile snriill. To try to
establish why. it questionnaire was ilrc[rcled witl] 1hc Sulllnl(-'r' issuc. \\'hich \,vas
hcld back 1or this pul'pose. an.i the reslrlls are r.portcd iD this issuc. To Lhel

Counittee, the biggest disapllointnrent was that the icsponsc ratc 3.4r% was so
low that the comments ci1n only be a snapshot ol sonlc nlc lbcr s Yicrvs. rathcr- lhan
p.ovidiDg statistically signlllcant d.ita.-lhere !S to be:rnolhcr Urnbrcll,A , again at
Manchester. in 2OO I . ilnd our committee u'ould agiiin \,!'isll us 1() l.lkri part.
Illcidentally. particlpiltion hils never actually cosl us.in\'1hing lionr our 1iurcls. arrcl
the Grolrp gains fronr net\\,'o.kjnQ wilh other Clroups and lt.()nt tltc gcllcral publicily.
However. we would ljke to t11'to enslrr:e 1hc righl kin(l ol progrilllnlc to encorlrage
our memllers to attend, so please le1 us know i:ls soon :ls possiblc il yorL have any
icleas lt is not essential lba lls 1() ha\,(' irn o\,cr rjding thcl]tc. l-{ hoitdquarlers is
aheady planning the event, and our-conr rillcc rvill havr: lo dccide quite sooll on our
level of partlcipalion. We know thal lhcrc :rr(: pl'ol)lcnrs somctimcs ln atLending
inclividual papers or incleed \\'ilh ailendirrg itt .rll bul il]'ou llirvo !!ry idc.is. please
let us know soon!

More generally. corrlrnrr iciitiolr is olicn it problem rvilhin orflanisiltions. While we
try to l-rold nrectiitgs during tltc ycar. our melll]rers are scatterecl ancl we do lrot have
Branches in all pilrts o{ ttrc countrl. Thus LSL becomes the main channel of
conlmunic:ilion Ior nlcnrbcrs. Howcver, neilher the I-Sl nor the Group itsell receives
nruch ir-l thc way ol corrrrlrcnt o[ an1- kirid aboLlt oLla irctivities. Conrnrulrication
betwecn librari:r)s ilnd clients is alNilys seen .1s essenti.ll lbr the provisjon of a go.J.l
ser-vicc - but sur-cly comnunication $'ith other lillra.ians is also inrpo ant.'l-he
cditor is ahvays pleasecl to recei\re correspolrclence. news ilelns aLnd prcss rclcilscs.
and oflers of, or ideirs fbr. irrticles lbr '?lte lrcal Silr.lies Librerietl.

Becaluse \\le feel they are \\'orthy ol_ a \lidcr :1lr(liancc, wc arr c in(,luding trvo ltapcrs
from Umbrell-{ 5 in this isslre, \vi1h lrnolher lo .oll('il] ihc ll('xl. togctllcr rvith a
p.1per presented at a day school on nr.lrkeling locarl sttr(ijcs, itgaill with anotherr tc)

come next time.

A llnal point. Subsc.iption noticcs rvill probably be with yoLl by the tirre Vorl receive
this. Pleasc rcDcrv vour rucmbership (]1 the Local StLldies Group we 4Iq an :rclive
C.oup. and rvc Qq rvork h:rrd Lo represent you locallv. natiolrally and interrlal ionallv.



THE LOCAL STUDIES GROUP AT UMBRELLA 5 -
gUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

Tck(, ,\4ailclr.,sl€1 /)L/ -slorrr... flteft'atrc nraunlcloori rcarsons./i)r allleflditrg Utnbreu,A S.
'llle I)ulllicilv lbr llle lilih Librirnr Associillion n:1tion.rl conlareDce lbr ils mcmbcrs
latsl .Jrrh irl Vir t-hcsl<'r r|lrs et slali( .'l'lrc Ll)cal Stu(lics (lroup C(nDnriltee ha(l :r€('cd
1o srllport a proA.:rnlIlrc on Aspe( 1s ol poprrlar cullur'(r beli.\'ing that local studies
libralri:rns must collec t sorr rae u l:lteiial l()r thc inlcresl s ol l oali rl - 'fhe (l rou l) tJrrbrell,A
l)ro{fanlnle ()i'ganiser lrlr(l prll log( 1her'\!hi11 \\( hol)ed w:1s:l \ralried ilnd inlbnnative
!ic1 ol lcclllfcs, incllldine pilpers on th( p]t('nonlen()n ol skifllt, tll( Niltional
FairgrouD(l Archire ilncl l()cal slrr(lies :lsl)ccts ()1-newspal)cr a(herliscrllenls. 'lhe
Libriir-iar'l ol the'l'l-ent Bridge C.i( ket (]roLnd spoke al)ou1 his cri( keti g rcsear-ch
ilncl anolher 1:llk aorsid('recl local id|r)litirs il) lo( l.ll colleclions.

So. \!'her( u('re all orlr nl( nrbcrs?

ln order 1o llnal ()r1t \\'llv illrcli('nces i.1t tlle ClroLll) sessions. llloLrglr enlhusiaslic. rvere
so snrall, tlrree r)l tll('nirlional ( olrlllitl('t' conrpiled (he shorl qucsti()nnilire lhat
wcrll ou1 \\'i1b llte sunlrtlcr' c(lilion ol l,()('al Stlrclies Libfariilll. All cirrr rteml>ers
reccivcd this (luastionn:lirc. lh rr() rl(.allls (arl tllc response (3.4.,11 be ( onsicle]'cd ar

sanlplc ol lhe crltir'c rrenrl)crshil). l)Lrt thc (oll:rted ligrrres - aDcl cspe.iallv thc
\!rillerl (o]rlrncrlls ilrc inldfrrr:lliYc irD(l irrc perllaps Lln sr l rpfisi rlg. L)cirl Stu(lies
Grorrp rttcntllcrs ci{c(l s1:lll shoJlrecs irncl la<k oi limc irs the nliriD (letcrrenl to lheir
atlcndr,r'tcc ilt tlnll)fcll,A. lollowecl .losclV bv tlr. cosl ol a lllrec clav evont. And
pcrltaps our Urrll)rcllr\ proQa:rnrrx' \!?rs l)r r( kjne this |cllr's I l ertd l)t. rlot ('lr( ar1tr al ine
on Ifl'l' iln(l tlre (ligitis:ilion ol lo(al slu(lics rcsour-ccs tlris lalter le(ci\.ed thc
er-ezllcst llu0r1)er ()j v()1as, irs (li(l l()c:rl slll(lics I1('{ioD:rl Dirv Schools its opposcd to il
n:rti()nal l)roli ssi()n:rl ga1lrering.

We irre c\lrcrleh {rillelirl lo (hos( \\,lro (li(l lake llle lirne ar)(l lroul)lc to scn(l rrs
their' \'ic\\'s. 'l'ht' reslxrnscs \!ill lx rrsccl lo h('lp I)lar lirtlrre cvellts li)r lhe l,ocal
Slu(lies C;r-olri). AI]d ()lrr sinc('ra lllillrks lo (lle nlentl)er'who wrotc... Ipersonclli!/./inrl
llr.,I^sG l/r€'lr(-sl l)ilol t11.LA. sor/.nrr]lr.sl I)t, (loirllJ soql(lli 19 tilJln! KeepLrLlttg'.Wc
\\,ill I

SUBVEY f,PEULTS

Number of members of LsG (ex overseas members) 1999
Number of questionnaires completed & returned
o/o response

7 - Does gour u)ork involue gou in qng kind oJ loc.rl studies seraice?

1,696
5a

3.4o/o

1{)
t6
2

Ntr
N() ( ()ll)nr('r l1



2. Did. gou @ttend UnbrellA 5 in JulA 7999?

- Yes
No

3. IJ gou d.id. ettend tlmbrellA,, how mol].q local stud,ies events did gou
attend,2

I response did not ?lnswer this qucslion
The figure lbr lotal ilttendance i cludcs Lhe prescn.c ol the LSCi progrit ltnc
organiser and thc chitirntarn il1 all sc\'clt sessions

I
49

Menlbcr s iiLtencliltg an(l rcsllonding 1o aiu {'si jon n iiire
'l'o1:rl attendance al 7 I-Sfl sessiolts

' No ol members a1 7 I-SG sessions

'AYcrage attendancc o1 nlenbers a1 c:tah scssion

- o/o ol LSG ntenlbers atlcnding the LSCi scssions
lX) ol non member's:rltcndins the l-SC sassi()lts

4. IJgou did. not @ttend oll fhe sessions, could. gou indicate uhg.

- Cost lack ol linancial supporl lpcrsonal or l.1lrt]to.i1y)
- Lack of tinre
- Social/persarlal reiisons

Sl.1ff sho.liigcs/coulcl not gcl arvay front '"v0rk
Low per..ivcd priorilv ir-t :rlrtlloritl/ 1b. local slrrdies
Ftograrnlnc not locused on Lcspondent s p:lrticlllitr illt€tftists
Distancc
Unau'are ol cvent
Other

- Other allraclions. local stucli(-'s onlv pafi of nrl'work
Alreacly donc the \.isit belbr.
Felt thal 1\,() scssions ollerc<l l)y other Groulls wcrc cxtrcmelv rele\'arnl
to nty worli
(ln anolhcr GroLtp conrntillcc so respoltsillilil-v tar tllosc Group sessions

5, If Aou did r]ot dttend. UtnbreU,AS please gioe gour recasons,

ln most cases thc rcsponclents gavc nore than one rcason. Each reilson wits countecl
separately.

9
9:J

30

6U'lo

l8
t7
t2
6
6
5
I
I
2

Staff shorta€qs-rvcre aliied by tlte responclenls r,,'iltr lack of time, so. logcther.
these were the rlost mentione.l ciluse ol non ittlcD(lance. lollowed bV lltc cost of the
Umbrell,\ conlcrcnce.
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6. There ore dilJerent wo,gs oJ presenting pro'ession.o.l deDelopment events in
the rteld of locg,l studies. Pleqse prioritise... as theA ra,ou'd benefit gou;

IO respondents did lrol prioririsc.

First choice scored.+ points. sccond choice 3 points. third choicc scored 2 points.
fourth choice scorcd I point

- Regional day schools (34 replies put thjs first) 171 points
Separate local studies conlerencc (l I rcplies put this first) 129 points

- Attendance at LJmbrelLA 5 (2 replies put this first) 87 points
- Other (l reply put this firstJ 38 points

Of those that considered Olher', suggestions were:

- On-site lfaining days
- Joint meetings with other relatcd profcssions
- Joint events with other Groups leg Careers l)evelopnlent Croup]
- Visils to local studies centres & herit?lge sites. historical i!'rstitutes

(eg PRo. UL]
Public:rtiorr in journals/fact sheets/newslctters/websites

7. Wh(Jt topics utolald. gou like to see covered?

l3 respondents clid not answer this section

Olthe other 45 most replics listed several topics. Thcse suggestions were placed in
a relevant catcgory.
The totals relalc to the main category he?rding and particular topics are listed under
each heading

ICT and relatcd topics 20
lmpact ol lCT on local studies
Digitisation. digital catalogues, digital indexing
lnterncl .rnd websil cs

- Resource related areas I I
Acquisjtion. resource management
E1'aluation of sources
Rare book collections
Newspapers. ephemera. photographs
Considereition of related areas Oral history. lilm history. Archaeolog/.
tourism. archival material. architectural historv etc
Peripheral sources eg RCHM



- Marketing altrllloltatlia!
Exploitation of collections
Outreach, organisiltg eventS
Publishins, guides and handouts
How to do local stuclies rescar-ch it-rc. publishing results
Work with schools
Equai opportunitics

co oPqr!{iYei{en tu res
Partnerships. esp. with Archives. Heritage Units, Mrrseums
Fund-raising including sponsorship
Funcljng bids

FamilLbiElory
Electaonic sources
Fanrily history sorlrces

General prolessional det'elopments
Coping rvith llnancial restraints
Training
Talking to f-ellow prof-essionals
How to obtain employnent in the local studies lleld

r0

- Managctment of local studics: best plaqtilc 4
Service provision - cvaluation and pr-ovision w.ith lew stali & less lunding
Standards. best value, beilchmarking
Training and encouragemenL of non- specialists & part,time librarians
User groups. volunteers
Copyright
Consen,ation accessversus Dresen,ation

Joan Brq]
IetT Jc.mieson
ElizabeLh Mebose

September 1999



'DON'T YOU ROCK ME DADDY-O': POPULAR CULTURE,
LOCAL STUDIES - AI\ID SKIFFLE!

Micllc.eI DeLDe

This js ii somewhat itmbilious title fbr this papcr. Horvever. ali thrcc iopics are
addrcsse.l. ihough not ncrccssaril-y ]n lhat orcler. wilh skiffle. as my main example.
givcn pcrhaps the m.lllr ilurounl of space. I hopc it provicles useful llackground to
thc I-ocal Studies Grollll s gcncral lJmbrell-\ thei]tc ol popular culturc.

Ski11lc n-ray irave been describe.l as piifle. or cvcn squillle. but mJ' inlcntion is to
sllow that it has an irnporl:lnt place in tl)c llistory of popular music. This
signinci1nce is spelt out rnorc lirlllr in m1'book Tir<' Slt!ll'l.' Craze (Aberyslwyth, Planet,
1998, J] I 5.O0. ISBN O 95051 BB 5 9). It rv.is wltilc I was researching this book. in both
its lociil and national dinrcnsions, that I began to i-eel that local studies libraries
may noi always have shorvrt srrlllcient concern for the lnaterials of populair- culturel
lhis is a theme I shall retur n 1o :1t the end ol this pilper-. t have 1C) emphilsise ihat nry
views are not basecl on anv slructured investigation. but are impressiolls .esulting
from rvorking on my book.

Popular culture

Deiining popular cultLlrc prcsents !r mi.rjor llrol)lcnt: it seems very ciilllcult to flnd a
concisc phrase that will contairl the essence ol rvhat it is all about. It could lle
uselul at least to distinguish il Iiom what might 1)c called high ctrlturc. rvhich might
be said to be an estalllishlncnl view of whaL constitutes the best in art. literature,
music and so on views which llre held by a signillcant and inlhlential nrinority
Popular culture. by conlrilsl. seems Lo ltat'c 1wo climensions: a commercially
oricntated cultr-lre aimcd al a rnass market il, as it were. high culture is Harrods.
Lhcn popular culture is Tcsco or Asda or a cullure of. ancl for, thc peopie. Popular
cLllturc. it seenls to nle. tarkinq skiffle or crickct as examples. can cxjst both as a
conrncrcial and as :t pcoplc cultr-lre it natioual nrass nlarket djmension and a
'local cnthusiast or 'gritssroots dimension.

Popula. culture is generally associated rvitlt ihe nrilss media: thc press (tabloids).
publishing (comics. magazines fbr men and wonren). radio (pop musicl. television
(the soaps), the recordjng inclustnr {hit rccords. pop stars etcl aild so on Although
not of the mass nediil. but closely irssocialed with it. one might add sport, and.
secking a wider dellnition, possibly othcr things sLrch as iblklore, to what
constitutes popul.rr cullure.

Popular music

Dellning popular mrrsi. :1lso caLlses problenrs. Perhaps at i1s simplest one can only
say that populitr rnusic is just that it is popular wilh someone. This popularity is
usually gauged by such things as salcs, chart positions atrd air p1ay. includes
ccr-tain commerci.tl genres such as rock h roll, punk and skiffle: it tlstlally has
mass distriblltion. is primarillr recorded. is usually \rocal [lusic. and has its own
aesthetics. These cha..rcteristics, elnphasisitlg commercialism and recorded music



seem. howc\rcr. to ignore the ol ilnd for the people aspects ol popular culture. the
grassrools aspects of music making local brass bancls. barber shop choirs. iazz
bancls. .ock bands and. in the Filties. the am:tteu. skime group.

There is thc high culture vicw ol popular mlrsic that disnrisses il lor bein(l
'coinnrercial and therelbre inlerior , itnd as one that is in<lulgeci in bv undiscriminatlng
consumer:s. Whatever oua o\,vn \rielv of rvhat popular music is, its centrality in
popul:rr- culture h.1s to be rccognised, especi:lllv 1br young peoplc: Lhis centrality
lleg:ln in lttc Filties with llte crDergence ofa teerlage cultllre at that tine associatecl
witir ihc rlusic ol skillle and rock and roll.

(ln the n'ltolc the public librarian s attitude to thc provision ol t hc print and soLrnd
materials ol popular music has inproved enonnously in my working lifetime. When
I beg:ln as ii libr.lry assislant. the lencling librarv did not stock jazz ancl popular
nlusic.

Broadcasting in the Fifties

Son]c .JI the issues surrounding popular cullure and attitudcs to popular music can
be dcmonstratecl bv looking at rhe work oI the BUC in the Fiilies and how
surprisingly hospilablc it rvas to the skilllc craze of 1956-58. While today there is a
rnultilude of llroadcasting outlets. both public sen'ice and commercial. national
and local. in thc rnid Filties the piclure u,'as much sintplcr and more monopolistic.
Until the advcnt of inclependeni tcle\-ision in lg57 there was one TV channel
r:rcliated (lhc r,r'or-c1 usecl thenl by the BBC ancl thrce radio progranmes. with some
regional \.:rr-iitlions o1t the Home Sen,ice. I1 is interesting to note that while
in.lependc'Dt TV .lrrived in lllc tg5Os, contnlcrcial radio did not. hence thc
emergencc ol pirilte radio s1:ttions in the 6Os, which led to the shake-up ofthe tsBC
and resullcd in numberecl chitnneist as parl ol tltis Radio Onc. devoted almosl
entirely to pop music, cantc into being.

The BBC and popular music

I}-oadcasting is inrnrcnselv inlluenti:tl ior a country's cullLlre whether highbrow or
lowbrou'. elitist or popular and this is particulariy truc oI music. Looking at the
BtsC in the l.'ifiies, it is clea. that 1o that institutior-r r-r\tsic rreant classical music.
which speciijcally included baliet :1il(l oper.i. Popular music was designatecl as dance'
nlusic ancl tiris inchided jazz. Classical music predomin.rted.

A view ol ilrc tlRC in the l,'i11ics, lhen. is that thc cor-poration did not do enough to
cater lbr popular music. in particular the ntrrsic needs of young and specialisL
audienccs. Ho',vever. if we Iook at the BtsC radio and television output towards the
end ol the decacle the corpor-ation was beginrring to adclress these audiences, and
one ol the itrguments lavourable to tl-ie I3BC is its treatntcnt of skiffle. The BRC
aclr:ally launched three nla-jor programnrcs that brought skilne and the guitar to
lhc atlention ol the lislcDing public and helpecl to satisfy the needs ol teenage and
specialist audienccs. On television ifrcre was SLr,Frue Speciai, which \lent out on
Saturdav evenings belween Febmary 1957 and I)eccmber 1958. ]'he programme
l-eatured $'ell known skilfle groups liont time to tin-ie and was renorvned for the
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|igor-ous ji\,ir)g ol its tcenagc au(liencc. Inrlcecl. lrelbrc it cc:rse(i it hosted lhe
Nalionill Skillle Contest i1r proilranlrnes li-om l.'ebrtlilr-v lo August 1958. The hears.
s.Drifinals artcl tht. final wer(' pla]'cd oul on the l)r-ogralllme. 'l-his {:ave anraicur
gr-orrps liom irll ov('r th(' IJnit('(l Kingdonl lhe cllanc(' 1o plirY on'l]/. The progranr]ne
ti)elelor('gaYc outlcts li)r llotlr prolcssionrll skillle groups and illllal('rrr or('s

Tl)e two ra(lio prolt.iln]lnes lh.rt li'atur('d skillle wcre S..:lLlt d(rl Skilll., Club ncl
Guilar C'illb. Skifflc clid irl)pear else\\,her(' in th(' radio an(l lelevision s.he(lules. l)ut
tl-r(:se tv"'o progranlllres wcre pi11ticlrl21r1y i] porlant. althollgh ncither.le\'o1ecl i1sc11'

crtlirelJ to skillle .S.rlrir.ld!/ ,SirilTi(, Clirit) pro|i(led a \\'eekh' hall hoLr- of skillle :rird
ji.,tz. at\cl ri]n lionr Jlrne 1957 lo Octol)er lS)58. whil(' Guiler Chb..rltllouglr it
pronrised Sp;rnislr to Skific. in lact $'.rs ralller sllort on skillle. I1 outlirste(l the
skillle craze, runnirrg liool Augusl i957 loArrgust I962.

Skiffle arrives

Thc tsBCls and evcnonc elsr-s in(('ft'st in skitll('starled !\,ilh l,{rnnic I)oneg?rn s
re(ording 01 Rock lslan(l l-inc . which wenl ir)to th('hit l)iua(l('in l)oth Llritilin ilnd
thc USA in earlv l95tj, gojilg on 1() l)e a r)rilliolr scll('r. L)irrlic I)oncgan an(l his jirzz
.rssoci.rtcs hit(l been plaving this sr'n:lll Alorrp - pleclonl ir'ran 1ll/ \'o(al bl ck nllrsic
Ior:r ferv _r'e:rr-s belbre it (tme to th('atlcntioD ol tltc Briljsh prrblic. trsrralh'plaved
dr.lring llre inten'al lletwcen jazz illslrlulcntal sets. The idca had (.rught on witlt
otherjazz baDds the A\'on Clities.iazz ljat)d. lbr exarrple. hit(l .1 skillle banci ancl
in col-lec bafs- In lhe ( ollee bar:s il \\:as nlorc nccessiln lo impro\.isc musical
instruncnts. as dftrms and a strine bass wcre rlot 1o hancl as in aj.lzz band. and so
tho u'asllboar(l :1rt(l lhe tca-chest b.rss joinc(l thc quitar or guit.rrs.

Allllough brlrsting sucl(lc h in on (he lropular nlLlsi. scelle in 1956 - mu(.ll to
e\('ryonc s srrrprisc skillle had. lrs incliculed al)ove. il short ge$t.rlorv pcriod il).i.1zz
bands arrd collee l)ars. nl:riDh' in London s Soho arreir. Skilllc clre\\'on thc ltlack (anc1

to a le:iser cxtent white) iblk music culture ol the LjSA. Skilll.rs irdopte(l the
repertoircs ol blues. work. eosl)cl and lrair) sonrs {)l Arueri(11 ?rrld in particul:lr- thr.
black nrusiciarns usc ol homc tr:1cle. inlproYiscd :trtcl nor.clty iltstnrnrenls. such as
thc tea-( irest/washtull l)ass. tlre kazoo alld occasiorlall-\, thc-jllg. The guitar. ancl to
a much Iesscr ex(cnt thc banjo and thc ukelcle. wits usccl lo providc the basic
chords to back a song. Skililc was csserrli:1llv a vocal DlLlsic whcreby a song was
a(comptrniecl bv a rjlrong rhythrnic backing. Ccrlainly as lar ils (llc amateLlr-groups
wcre concerned thc mLrsic skills (lid not usually exist to accomplish ntrrch ntorc
than th:rt.

By early 1957 ther(' \verc:r lrurlber ()l skillle eroups on tlre nrlsic scenc in .iddition
to L,{lnnie Donegan. A nrrmbcr ha(l sontc recording slrccess arnong skiflle Ians but
by late 1958 skifflc rvas tlcad as thr irs corr)rnercial nlusic was concerned. alth rgh at
grassroots lcvel it ( ontinued oil a l)il long.'r.

Grassroots skiffle

The grassrools asl)c'ct ol skilllc u,as lruly a local phcnomenon: there \\,ere arnateur
groups nll aroun(l the LiK lrom Ballymfna to lpswich, fi'o r GlasAow to Lorldon,



from Carcliff to Nervcastle and Warringlon. These local gr-oups were imporlant
because llrstl]r. they brought people into music rritking, many oI whom would
othenvise never ha\-e considered the idea: itnd secondly. lhey provided people $'ith a
platform to move into jazz or lolk music or tritnslilrm lh€rmseh'es inlo a rhythm n'
blues or rock band. some achieving consideritllkr success in their new guise: the
8u.irry Men SkifIle Groull ftorn Liverpool. lor instance, evr:nttrail]. became thc tseaLlcs,
and it lvas skilflers \\'ho gol logether in London to lbrm the Shadorvs.

Skiffle and local research

Skiflle, as t hlrve indicrted. is not jrlst allollt the groups \\''ho recordecl and
br.oadcast ancl Inacle a n.rme 1b. themseh'es nationaliv lbr a short whiie (the
conrmerci:rl dimension ol poprllara culture). llLrt ailso ilbout the many alm:lteLlr groups
operaling at qrassrools level in towns ancl villages throughorlt Britain this rvas the
re(]lskillle cr-aze. with young people creating Ilopular nrusic. In mv research, as well
as looking at thc litcralur-c. I rrscd lwo olher approilches. One was to include the
reminiscenccs o1 niddlc-.rgcd ncn (:rnd women il possible. though skilfle itself was
essenliillly a male prcorcupatiortr thc othcr was 10 cxploit thc nraterial I expected
to be held in local collcctions contcrrporarv cphcnlcril. photographs and
recordings of 1oc:11 Fillies skilllc groups. Thcy rvould probabl]' sound pretty i,r\\,'lul by
today s stand.lrds. but it \,vas important to knorv. Iloth idcas nlct with varying
success.

Frollr iny base in Allerl,/slrvvth I eslablishecl contact with.r nLrmber oi people
elscwhcrc via lcttcrs io \':lrious nr:rg:lzines ilnd as a result I was able to include
reminiscenccs lr om lillccn pcoplc. incrlrr.ling rr-yself. in the book. What the
reminiscenccs show is lltat pcoplc came 1o skillle in various ways, via school or the
youth club. ollcn willl no or vcrn lcw rrrrsical skills: in nrany cases they went on.
alter skillle had dic(i. 1.) play lolk rr[]sic. jirzz. an.l ol c(Jur:se rock ancl pop music
and even with thc H:rlle C)rcllcstrar. Skilllc rvas the beginning of a rvhole range ol
different musical journcys.

Asking my contacls for skillle niemorabilla such as progrannlcs. photographs,
leaflets ancl recordings proved less successful. aithoLlgh it did produce sonc rcsults.
especially from one group rvho had photographs ancl had cven madc a recording ll1

themselves in a local studio really someone s house back in 1957. But generaily
I was surprised at ho\,v little there w.1s oI a personal n.rture. although like nle some
people hacl kept their skilne recorcis and sheet music from the Filties. Perhaps this
dearth ofa personal recorcl rellects the days before so many teenagers had.lccess to
equipment such as cameras, tape player/recorders. and computers. Perhaps I was
iust unlucky with those I nrade contact with. as one skifller I later talked to over the
phone had sonle sort ol scrapilook and promised to send me photocopiecl material,
bl.li it never nraterialised. lnterestingly, one skifller's mother h:rd kept a diary
known as the lanlily archive and he w:rs able to check dates with it. My
contributors \'"'ere a source of material but there was no consistencv about what was
available liom lhem-

My second approach was to look at lociil studies collections. I had nade my interest
in skiffle material quile well known in our prolessional press bul only received one
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rlnsolicitc(l replv. iiom thc lociil stu(lies librari[n i1t Lciceslers]lire llecor(l Ollice. ll
had a popular rlrusic cultinQs (olle( lion lhal ( oYcrcd thc !-ifiics .rnd thc libritrian
t herc senl me phoiocopies ot iterns rclating to skifllc, so l,ciceslcrshire llgllres quit.
:r lol in one cllapler in irv l)ook. Othcr lil)rarics relcr'red nle 1() unin(lcxed
newspap('rs when ln:rclc enqui!-ics dircctly to lllenl. One libran'in Northern
lreland- horvevcr. which irrde\c(l its local ne\\,sl):lp( r. scn( rlte a list oi in(lex elllries
ancl I $':rs:1blc to ordel l)holo(\)l)ies. I apl)roacltecl :l nrlnll)cr ol libraries. nlus('unts
and other orgilr lisal iol r s 1lral hir(l solurcl irrchives bllt orllv orte. the Scotlish Mtlsi(
lnforrnation Ccnlrc, hil(l ili\, r('aoa(l nos of gr-oups of \4rich I rvas able lo or(ler a

copy

Implications for local studies

Whal my expcrience irl orlc rlr(:r ol l)olltllarr (trltrrr'e scelltccl lo shorv is that locitl
studies lil)rariirns nee(l 1o l)e nl()re ( ()ncerrted \\'ith local I)oplrlar cttltrrral irctivilies.
including music making. ol rhcir conrrrlunitv. and notjust those wl-rich rcllect high
culture.'l'here also secnls {o bc a 1(' delr(-\'- il) coll('(tillQ loczrl sltl(lics nlaterial. to
ignor-e the activities of 1h('l,olulg. Why ls oral lriston gctterallv conccrncd lvith thc
old, .rnd visual recordine largelv \\'ilh oc( llpitlions and arts and t'ralis? Wh,v rvas
nobody rccording whirt the voLlng wcre llp 1() in th(' Filiies'? f)crhaps il w:1s sitDply
not seen as history- lJut local sllrclics lillr-ilriar)s nlust bc concen)ecl with the prcsenl
as well :rs thc pasl. The l)r-obl('m. illso r('llecl('cl irl strrclents ol locill stLtdies. is. to
exaggerale to some exleltt. to {et tlram lo talkc art intcrest in ilnvlllinQ I)lucll :rftcr
gueen Victoria s dezrth.

It is, ofcoursc. nol suflicieilt to coll('ct \'ilholrl orgllllisillg access to lhe contellts ol
the nratcri.rl. even il that is dor)c in retrospecl. I hol)e lhilt mv enquir-\' sel peol)le il)
libraries asking lhenseh('s u'l)t th(.\. c()llld rlot prodrrce rn:ltc.ial ()n a lllajor local
phcnonenor-l ol popr.rlar (ulture in the Fillics. Librilr ics today are unclcr so Druch
pressurc that it nray nol ha\'e cx currccl 1() thcrrr. Nevcrtlx less il lo( i1l slltdics
collcctior-ls are to rellcct the local (olrrlunilv th.y lrrst be ali inclllsive in their
approach. The yolulg must hit\'e c<lttal slan(iing \\'itll lilc ol(1. and locitl asPccts ol
popular nlovenrer-rls and cultrrrcs e(lual sliu(ling with nrofc trilditional concerns. Il
is not. to take newspapers as an examplc. thal D)alerial was not collect('d but thill
collcctions were not orgairise(l to r('flecl thc l)ro.ldest possible range ol enquiries,
including those rel.rtcd to poplrlar ( ulture.

IIow man], loc.rl studies ( ollections todaY are lookiltg 10 the lirturc an(l collccting
thc clocumenls, so[nds irncl imagL-s ol thc local rock. )art?, or lblk group2 This
examplc of poijular n)usi(. wllich llilppcDS 1o bc nlY o\vr1 p.u'tictll:rr intcrest. is ol
course only one topic anlong lllan\': othcrs will h:l\,e their own views about gaps ill
the popular culture coverirge oi local stu(lies ( olleclions. TIte nlain point is thal this
aspect ol life shoulcl be properll'represcnte(i in these collcctions.

Miclroel Dewe is e 'rl<.tnber el' Il]lJ LS(j lv('i-sh FJr orch (ornrnille('.

Editor's notc: 'fhis arlicle ori{inate(l as a pal)er al Unll)rcllt\ 5. M:rncllcster. Jul-v
1999. wlrere il was lhe kcynotc ad<lress lbr LSG s theme ol f'opul?lr Culture .
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MARKETING THE LOCAL STUDIES COLLECTION:
SOME OBSERVATIONS.

Elizabelh Melrose

What do we mean b-r.' the term m.uketin{'7 A .ecent course advertised in the I-ibrary
Association Reco|cl rvas entitled Prrllinq nt.lrl.eliitq iclees itTto pracfice. 'l'he dit]'
included sessions on ...clloositlq LJour rnarlia1i1g ma,-ssar/€r-s. -.la-sk-s. proJects @nal aclion.

Norvhere in lhe -job clescription gi\-en to me rvhen I applied lbr mv last inibrrnation
and local studies post was the worcl miirketing. There was a lot allout developing
aDd co ordinatjng. aplllr-ing stitndarcls. lraining. selecting material. and pronroting
thc Countlr LibraD' as a mitior source ol inlorm.ltion of all kincls. but marketing did
noi appcar'- ll it was consicicrcd at all. it w.ls part o[ the uselirl catch a]l paragraph
about thc perlbrrnance ol olher cltrties. ( ommensurilte rvith the designation and
grading ol the post. which mighl be llom time to time be approved by the County
Librari.ln.

There is ah,\'avs plentv ()1 pronotion:rl work to cio. however. ls this what we are
thinklng of u4ren $.e speilk allout m.lrketing'/ In m_\r vieu' marketing is a \\,ider
concept. of u'hich promolion isjust one piu1. I shall conre llack to this iater.

Promotion

'l'he Library Associaljon js celebratirlg I50 vuars ol pul)lic libr.rrics tltis ycar. All this
time lillrarians have been collecling and proDloling lo(,al lristorv collections notjust
lbr thenseh,es bu1 1o share \\'i1h pcoplc wlro lra\.(' il gcnuine interest. Steady
il.quisition has buill main cenlral lo.al slrrdics ( ollcclions iDto what can indeed be
called major local research colleciions. flranch librarics wcrc less rvell enclowed. but
have in recenl times beer-r slock.d \,vith pholo.opics backcd up by standard texts
and phonc lincs to librilriaDs.lnd cxpfrls in tllc loralit-v-.

It is vcry rarc ibr a local studies librarian to neglect the proinotion of the
collcctions. Ttrc pages ol tht- local press relJort the rva]' in which local studies
librarians invitc thc public to come into the clepirrtmenl iind the way thev iake
collcctions into tlle colnmrinitlr. Among the many examples here are just a few:

prints and illustrations alNilJjs cleate interest: joLlrnalists and television
companies. for instiuce. frequently request photographs lbr thcir articics and
programIIres.
loci1l stLlclies libra1rii.1ns contribute to loc:rl historv rna€azincs in tltcir.lrea, or
use infbrmation fiom their collections to write about loc:rl per-sonalities.
they nalr prodtlce pllblications srrch as locai hislor] books. calendars.
postcards and lacsimile .eprodlrctions of old hislorics and directories to
encourage lilrther studies ancl perhaps gener:1te .lonittions.
theV continually give talks allout resorrrces in ihcir collcctions. offer training
sessions to the public ilncl contribule to WflA a d .lcadenic history courses.

Even rvith all this ancl lvhile attencling to the constant stream of pupils. stuclents
and researchers coming into the (lepa11nlenl. local studies librarians do go jnto the
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cor)r]lunitv olllsidc 1llcir libfilrjes. lbl locill slll(lies is il Inc211ts ot rea(hing
ilrdivi(lrr:1ls alrd grolrps \vho:lr_('rlol lra(lition:11 lil)raa! llsers. !-of instancc. the
librzrrian lroDr lrngsiqhl Iil)r.rrl iD Marl.ltcslcr le(l {uided local histon walks in the
area. while in Merlhvr T\'(llll tlrc local slu(ii('s lillrilrian orgilltiscd .lisplays in every
shol)liont in 1he r-naiD siree( ilrICl in Yofli tlle Plbloqraplt r/otlr slt?cl compclition
resullccl in IOOO entli(s an(l il l)iq:1(l(iitiorl o1 illtlslrilliolrs 1o tl). collcclion.
Scollirnd al)d Norlher) lr:elar)(l Ira\'('ea(lt cstal)lished I-(x i1l Slrrclios lveeks. with
lnan.v librarics proviclirrt rrcti\iti('s on :r aorllltlotl tllcnre. L(x al studies librarians are
nolv invoht(l ilr publi(isina lllcir (ollecliorls tlllollgh u'cb siles lo wiclen their
audi('nce: tllc K owsle\' (Merscl sid(, sil('lrits g:ril)c(l tlatiollill rccogllition alld the
EARI,.Farrili( stitc giYes geneill()qisls rcnlol( insiglrl into th(' Iallril] hi.'ilon'holdings
ol tlrc majoril-r- ol libriul .lutlloritics.

Locill Strrdies lil)rariilns ilre ( ()r)s( i()us ol :lll th(' \'ar-ied :lspecls ol- lhcir conllltlui
tics.'fhr.y havc branclrc(l oul lionl lhe tfl(lilionirl (;rncl Iloprtlarl resc.uch stll)iects
su( h .1s the hi$lorv ol {ll('pilrisll or pr,Ll-ti( Lrlfir: ec( l('si.rstj(ill lluildings - fbrinslance
at the Unlblell-A 5 colrlirenc. llrc Illc.il Slrrclies Oroup prcs(.nled a l)rogr.lmll)e on
popular cultrtrc inchr(liDq Lcso;rrch :trtd s()rrrces ()rl crickol. skillle atld newsl)aper
atd\'('ftis(-'menI s.

All 1h is is prol Dotion l)l r 1 is i1 paf t o I nlark('lir1g? 'l'lt ere arc rlli lv irct iYil ies whicl't are
p:1ss(tl olTits rr)arkcl irl{ orrr sen i( 4. btlI \\'l)ich ara onlv l):1rl ()l I he Scn'ice PIaIl. Wh}
shoul(l \re 1J('consi(l.filtq 1he cltr( slion irl irll'l

-l'imcs are n()l eas\'alrxl tlrc eili'( ls o[lcxrtl goYer rttttt-nt reol ga lrisat iot ) ]la!e slill not
been o\.ercol)le. In Drarl\'auth()rilies s('n-ice poirlls h:l\'e lxr'n closcd or hottrs ol
opcning rc(lllced, :ls hilri iirnclirrg lor a( (lllisitiorls. I'otrrVeilas ilgo it simlllc stln/cy
ricross loc:rl studies lil)raries iD thc Norlh Wesl. Lflncaslrire. Chcshirc. (lreater
Manchester iul(l MersrJ side- in(li( ated :r \vi(lc rllnle ol ( oncenrs allotrl l1'dtlccd \vofking
holrrs. share(l or lorv st;rlling lcvels. crarrPccl stor:lge. an(l lack ol lunding to kceP
up with a1r cv('r--incrcilsine llrl)ljc (1cnr:ur(l lor: lo( ill studics rllaLeriill. DevcloPrtcr-lts
\\'llich libr.rrians 1-el1 thel could nol ir'Dplenlenl \vere rrore wo.k with s(hools.
introduction ol new t( hnoloR\'. jnrproYerrcnts in slock iul(l lindil-lg iIids. publishing
progr.rnrmes and col)s('n:ation work. Otltrcirch by slalThild decrcase(l.tnd thosc who
still qave talks or orAirnised displays 1-elt that tlrcy could not increase lltis wol k.

Prorrrotional work, thcr('lore. is sull-ering. Local slu(lies librarians \\': ll to pul)licise
their senjces lo :.!ll s(j(lors c)l society, l)ut ho\\,they do it \:aries to a largc cxtent
ac( ording lo 1he resour( cs of thc pilrtj(ular librar-v alrlhoritv. In this situation there
ntr lst be a greatcr enrphasis on pl e planr ling. ral her than sinrl)lv resporrding to cYents.
and promotion.rl activilies must be sccll to be ellcctive r('lati\.e to lhe amollnt o[
\,vork rvhich gocs into 1lrem. Wc can rlo lol-lQcr be Arrr:1tetlrs.

It is illlportanl to str-css that lllcre ll:rs llc('rl a noti( ('allle tll)surge ()l irlteresl irl local
hislory in reccnt years. Ten years .i{o the cstimlrtcd airilual llgurc lor public visits to
muscunls wils over iiliy mjllion and a reccDl eslinlille suggcsls thal there are arouncl
l5O0 local lriston' societics in thc colr)lr1. \\:itlr nrant' olhers (lcvoted 1o relatcd
dis( iplines slrch as archacolo(\' ilnd lanlih hislon'. Th('l? are. 1oo. lnany courscs
ancl lecTrrrcs adverliseal. Even il lhe nunll)ers ol nlembcls of socialies and courses
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\\4ro arc actively researchinQ ancl llsin.q 1l-lc rcsources of our libraries, archives and
mlrscurtrs is lar less than we have allorvr'ri oursclves to believe. especially rvhcn rve
irrc paraiicularly busl"'. it cloes constillllc :r prcssure on slarlf time ancl energy.

In :rnv.omlnunity the prolii-eration ol r]ratcriitl in so many lornrats today may be
p.oduccd b1' a small ntlmber ol entlrrrsiilsls. but the less committed happjll.attend
local histuJ lairs ancl renrinisaclra('cxlljbitions. Thelr mav later colltc into a locai
slrrdics dep.lrtment. Ilistor-v c:r) 1)c ii passi\.e hollb)' but do wc not want our
collcciions lo be usecl lnore ircli\'alv'? Who itre we not re:tching'1

Marketing

'l'hcr. has been a shilt iD thc l)('r(cption of markeling. ln arcas o[ the so cal]ed
senicc sector ma.ketin{ has olien becrn ignorecl. brrt il is loolish lo think that
bccauso we \\'orlt in a ser\'jaa sc(,1{)r wc neecl not consider ihc concept. Services to
thc public. infornrlrljon r,ind ( ou lll t Ll nicatiolt are L1 spc.i:tl kind oI prodllct. but what
dillcrcnces there are lronr. lbr iltstance. the conlnrer-cial s.ctor lllay be {lilferences oi
degree and of emllhasis. In oLu'case. ntarketjitg laJcall sludies in a businesslike way
could bring inconre 1br whi.h thcrc.i serious need. Mitrketing the service nray gain
jD( r crasecl [uncling b\,. lar- ii-rslitn(,c. intpressing loc:]l coultcillors.

Again. we cilnnot ignore l hc lirct that competilion has incrcased. For instancc. the
North Yorkshire T.:ldirtQ Siitndarcls Unit hLls alw:tvs llitd an:lssertive approach. At
ihc last reorganisation i1 look over responsibiliiv l()l' the Countv s Register Oilices.
It closecl some c)1-the corrnlr-v oflices but e\p.rn.lcd thc main Olfice in Harrogate as
a Famih- Recorcls Cenlre and gcneiilogists are itow charged Sl8.OO tbr it six hour
scssion. 11 we clo nol nr:rrkcl orrrselr.es we will losc out lo other orgar-tisations
socielics an(l bodies such :rs l3:rriarrlo s Imitge Arc}ti\r or the History lJnits a1 Hull
Colleg. .rnd the Universitv ol York. Locill history mag:izincs are full of their entcr
prises. |lallly now rewarcled wi1h lo1lcry grants. We nlusl markeL our resources and
cooper:rlc with such groLrps as a principal pi1.tner. Ii is also trLle that we can no
longer considcr that we are re:tching all sectors of the cornmunity in an article on
researching local histonr in Locel Hi-slon/ Meqazile in I gg8 local historian Simon
Fowler shows lack of arvareness ol \!.ltilt a loc.ll colleciiort r-cally is, and there u-lust
lle manv olhcrs \\,lto are less 1l-tan it\\.are of the wealllt ol material held in local
stuclies departncnts.

There is the need ior a prolessional appl'oach to marketing. Promotion, however
good it is. ancl how wi(le ran{ing. is only one side of markcljng. A11 promotional
elfort must be pari ol a marketing str:riegy that targets its ellbrts and identilles the
bonefits to users and to the library. Marl{cling is about deducing wh.1t the customer
wants .1nd doing orrr bcst to supply il. I1 is about asking custoDtcr-s what they want
and sincerely tning 1() dcliver it. lt js iiboul concentrating, not on ourseh,es .ls
custodians. bLlt on orrr rolc as interntedi:lr y- gi\ing access to inlbrnlittion. It is about
C.l-lnlnaT'rn II\.

We cannol aflorcl not to market both orrr collections and otrr knotvledge, however
btrsy we are alreaclv. Il tirkcs time and ellbri t.J de\.ise a complctc narketing plan and
to invohre ail members ol stitff in this, bu1 il we decide to witl]drau'lrom the ellort
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this has to be a conscious dccision. thought tll.ough an(l backc(l \,ilh solj(l
argumenls. A nrore astulc polict'is 1o (lcci(le u'lrat !4!l l)e.r( hieved \vithin.r strategv
that can lle Iegulir.rly rcviewe(l. wc necd a pl.Ui wlricll inli)rms st:ilf arICl cnd users
iibout wl]al our .linls :1re. \\rhat \rrill thc lil)ran, hope lo gain :ln(I. even r)lore
important. c.rn the ellbrt lle jrrstilled in thc lolrg lcrm'/ WIrat wili I)e tlle b('nc[ts 1o

the customer? We necd !r blucprinl basecl on accrrratc knoivle<lge:

we need to know rvho otlr !rsers:lre now. arrrl who they coultl br'
why do thev wish to visit 1l)e lil)r:rn'? Where else rliglll thcy go'? Llow ()[ter]
ha\'e rvc given titlks on rcsolrrces. or)lv to hear tllc r('sllonse I di(ln l know voLl
ilacl all thal inlb.nation / Ilow rnany ol th(' .1lr(li€j)('e llave' never even
considerecl coming into a lil)ran ?
we need 1(.) underslarncl th(' cur_iosily and rlee(ls ol cLrslonters ancl havc an
rrnderstanding ol their ba( kgroun(ls what qucstions irr( lheJ asking. :IXl
rvhal queslions would tl-iey likc to lrsk'?

We need to have a conrplete underslan(ling ol orir Iocal stlldics collcclionsr fb.
instance

- what m.rteri.rl do wc c.ll'c lbr ir) lhe dcpilrtllcnt. ?rn(l \\.lrilt kirld ol prontolions
can l his nlateriitl srrpport'?

- what lilturesul)jcct theDle (oul(l th( mlleriirl sul)port tlrirtn)ayuot have llcc|I
considerccl irl thc pirsl. sortlc nc\\i or cor)lenlporan' rDatlcr'?

We rteecl to plan any cnt('rprise lor'.1 (lelinitc pcfcr'ivcd tlee(l ralller {harl .1 l)reslrrnc(l
one arnd we nrust bc hortest. Thefe atre nlatnv rc:lsons lbr ( orr)l)ililul a locill stllclj('s
book or mounting n displav or hosting .r spcakcr irD(l solne ol thes(' ma] l)c
unrclatcd to our rnairr plan. I)is( lrssior aboul .t potcntiAl l)ublication lrrusl in( hidc
consideration ol iikcly strles.ll)(l an indicaljon ol ils r-elcvillrce to tllc pllllli(.lijr
instancc. rarther th:rn persortall intcresl or calreer alevclol)nrent. -l'he lrec(ls ol th(r
communitv ilnd our uscl's are pilranlolrnl: we Dlllsl listelt as well as talk 1o tllem.

We must exercisc imagination. b('cause c()nsunler stal isti( s arlcl slrn e-\,s lell us rDor(
about thc past tlran the lutu)-e. Loc.rl stlrdi€rs is not jlrst about history - lve have lo
think al)out wh:rt nlighl bc imporlirirt in the liltrrre lo the cornmur-lilv aud be
preparerl for this. Will GM modillcd crops and thcir cllecl on an agricllltural reqion.
or rclations with Kosovar relllge('s bc topics tlral will l)e:rskc(l Io. in ycirrs 1o conle'?
Whal kiDds of ('nquiries might be spaNne(i lry thc a<h ances ol rernotc E-r)r.ril
acccss? We nrust try to lorecast liltllre loc.ll stlldics clc\.elopnlents lhal l)rust bc
safeguarded by the nlaterial that is collecled loda]. How nrucl) rvill rvc bc allccltrl by
the internet. so widelv uscd l)v gcnealogisls tocLL],? Wc must l)e rcildy to look at nelv
lcchnological innovatiolls as thev occur to s('(-'\\4lethcr we can nlilkc usc ol lltcnl.

We ltced io know lvhat r('sortrces irre at olrr (lisposall
- what will lhe (lcparlmont.rl bu(lget :rllow?'l'his is re;rlity. bc<rause howet'cr lv<r

crimp zln(i cut wc will not b(' al)le to a( corr)plish c\.erlrthing. 'l'llcre arc.
thcrelbre, decisio|rs to be nlade on the basis ol the nec(ls ol the conlrDlrnity.
whethcr thev come into the iibrary or not: llnd on tlre basis of the scope ol the
collection. prcseut and near-lirture - neilr futr-1rc bccause (ollccLions arc
organic.
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Promotion can ()rcorlr'agc donalions which lill g.rps in stock, which can lead
to greater promotion. perhaps with a dillercnt crnphasis or to a different
section of the pulllic.
we need to place our- ll]alkeling plan high in the list ol library policy objectives.
siressing tirc nc.cssity lor cnough lunding to undertake tasks that will prove
the worth of the collections to the public. f)nly in this way can we ensure that
standards are maintainecl ancl inter est shown in local studies projects.
we neecl to review recent de\.elopments in technologf that can assist us to give
thosc who arc disitdvantaged in some way equal access to their heritage. 'fhe
suc.ess ol lllc clcctronic local studies picture galleries developed by several
authorities lbr: ex.ir-nplc l)urhiirn 2OOO show that not only are these
initi.lti\-es pollular. llllt that thev lrddress the interests ol nostalgia, of the
Danv customers with linitecl \'ision and of remote users.

- wc r-r-llrsl no1 ncglc.t ihal rnod€rrn necessary btrgbear the biddlng for funding
liom anv avajlable source, lime-consunring and lrustrating though this can
be.

Within any stratcg-\,, howe\.er. the key to uselrrl marketing is people. We must
m@rket local sludics rr.rrkctjng:

we nrLlst nrarket the plan intcrnally to our own colleagues and other members
of stalJ, some of whom \\''ill be tF/ing to protect thejr own areas of interest and
ihcir-own dcpitrtments. We musl persuacle them to our side and cooperate
wilh thcn. Thcrc is plcnty of scoper, lbI example. in the field of oral reminis
cence work lvith the elderly u'ith colleagues in Special Sen,ices or national
curriculum r,rork with schoolchilclren with schools and childrcn s librarians.
we must liaise ancl cooperate with other organisations such irs libraries,
D]rrscunrs, r-cc(n'd ofliccs. council planning departments, the National'lrust
and so on. Ad\':rntages o{ cross-scctor' working include the opportunity for
developing nelv contacts and relationships and learning t}om othcr disciplines.

There is :r conslant ncc(l lor cvithration and revie$'. In North Yorkshire. for instance,
the information/local stuclies librarians group obtained lunding from the
cross county marketing group to have posters and bookmarks printed lor our
specific Ye.lr of Reading month Reacling for Informatioir - last Februarr,, but in
retrospect thcsc wcr-c rlot as successful as we had anticipated. Evaluation of such
events is essential. so that we can lcarn liom lhen. and adapt the plan accordingly.

Marketing is essentially clynamic and fonvard looking. lt is more than the mere
promotion of thc local studies collections.1nd yet it inciudes thls important aspect
ofour work. I1 requircs thought to producc a local studles plan that is realistic and
yet leaves room lbr innovation and serendipity. 11 concentrates on the end user,
considers the resources and creates an atnrosphere where thc collecLions can be
shared and new readers moti\-ated. It may even generate income. Abovc all,
successlirl markcting oi the collections r.rnderlines the role of the community and
the local studies librarian within thc library senice as joint heirs and keepers of a
common heritage.

Elizobelh Melrose is lti-forfite.Liotr Seruices AdLJise[ Nort'h yorkshire Libraries aftd
C|t1irman oJ LSC.

Editor's noter this article is based olr :r paper given ilt a onc-day school on
Marketing organised by the LSG s Midlands ancl Anglia Branch in May 1999, where
ii was the kcynotc address.
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A gUESTION OF CRICKET

P(t(t W|ttne T11(rItu\

When I was askcd (o give a t.rlk at tinrbrelLA on IloN locitl histol-v librafi:us tackle
cr.lstomers with cricketing (lueries. rny reactk)t) was iInntc.liitte. I rang up thc lnirill
library in Nottingham.rnd llred the qucstion.r( the pc'rson who picked up lhe phone
in the lrcal Historv Departnent. The answcr canle back I-jlrst p.rss thc quen on lo
Pcter Wlrnne-'lhomas at'l'rent llri(lge". so that is wlry I am herr:. What I anl going to
tarlk .rbout today is mv cLlrrent proiecl, whi('11. irs it lrappens, is all about local
history.

A cotrple ol years llack a slaterno)t lr'on l-orrl s irrdicat((l tllat 2..1 DrilljoD l)eol)le irr
England ancl Walcs piaycd cri( kd. ol NlloDr l 5 lnillion rvere cl:ildren. Statistics of
this kind .rhvays irritate rne, br.rl it cli(l sccm:r lo1.'l'heD. jrr JlrlV t997,'l'ony
Wooclhousc, thc most ('rudite of crick(.t historialrs, w:1n(lcre(l in(o llle'fren{ Bridgc
library and sai(l That s a lolelv ground vorl !e Qot al'l'l)u.gartot-l. l nr.rshamcd to
say that l d nevcr bcen 1o Tllurilarton s gr{Ju1r(1. tltough I (l driven through thc village
:l dozen limes.

The 2.4 u)illion llgurc and'l'onv s cllaDcc (.onunortjoinc(l lor('es to persllacl(' nle lhirt
I should undcrtake a sun ey ol'cri( kcl grouncls in Nottillglrlmshirc I might not be
able to tell the number ofcricketers. l)ut lhe {rounds ar('static:tn(l caD be counte(1.

llowevcr, a couple of ('arly expeditions around lhe county charrg('d nrv projcct to
sonle cxtertt there seenled to ila\'e bccn so rnar)\' {Irounds \\:llich had sinlplv
disappea.red that I ciecided that oD m.,- travels I sllould count bolh ('xisting grounds
and those which wcre r1o rnorc. loggir)g (lowr) thc prcsent use el tllc litnd lbr thosc
which had gonc. I also enrolle(l m! wile in thc s( llenle. l)oth to (lriYc thc citr .rr)d to
take photograplls ol what we cliscovercd. Wi1lt ntv:rrchitcdural hal on I cllcw plans
of eirch ground and took thc basi(' nle.rsurcnlents ol lar-rcl ilnd pavilions. 'l'he srrn'ey
began in Janu.rry 1998. and \ve puzzle.l (lle Yiilagers ol tire counlv sonewhat - 1()

stop a stray pedestrian in nlicl-Janu:1|{ :1nd (lenlancl dircdions to tl'le crickei 1lel.l is
odd, but whcn the village stoppecl playing crickel lllil. ]'r'irrs itgo. il raiscs evcbrows.

Now. in June 1999. the job of visilin{ :rll thc 204 villngcs in lhe county 21nd

searchir-tg every sul)url) of c:1ch town, as wcll as irt lacking atryonc :rnd everyonc who
might rccall lo(:rl crickct lil1y or si\tl l'ears.rgo. is nearly colrrplcte. I cion t think it
will cver be lotillly completc. bccaLrse so rnanv local llt'nrs seenr to have hird cricket
teanrs in thc 1940s and 1950s. plaryinA or'r .r lield .1[ the back C)l t he lactory: now, vcry
often. the firms lravc long gone and lhe trctories have beerr dcnrolisht'cl or clranged
utterlv. Shortlv. hoNevcr. \ve rvill be able to s.rv with somc certaintv what h.rs
happencrl 10 cricket since l9;15. irt lcast in Not l ingll.rn) shile.

This research had sonle anrusing spirr ol1.s. In tlle course ol a pr-eliminary ailjcle on
orir work iast year the reporter casu.rlly roted th:1t \\,e nornlally do i1 cornplete day s
research al a tirne .1nd stop at a plrb whe.evcr \vc ar!' fbr a pub lun.h. This ollhand
corrment was pickcd up bv thc nclvspapcr's !'ood aircl l)rink ('olunrnist, who thcn
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prodrrcL'd a two page spread ol oLlr researches into pllb hlnches, completc \r'ith a
largc photograph of us e:11ir-lg one! The story di.ln i cve'n encl there. 'l'ony Francis.
lvho cdits a TV prograrnnlc callocl In the Hearl ol the Country' picked up our
rarnbles and lve spelrt a .lity witl1 a TV crew. alternitting between eating ploughman's
l-unchcs at five pubs and attcrnpling to play crickct on present and lbrmer cricket
grounds the nlicldle of a ploLrghed lield and the nriddle oI a street being examples.
'l'he programme has not ycl l)ccn transmitted and il seen.rt alllvill probably emerge
in l)cnis Norclen s disaslcrs scrics.

Now lo r'eturn to researclr. Uack in the 1950s I started work on nry llrs1 book the
biographies ofall the crickctcrs rvho hacl represenlcd Nottinghamshire. O1 the four
hundrcd players, a]lout :1 quarlcr were in their iinrc wcll knotvn and they l-ra<1 been
written al)out. The other three hun<lrcc1 were mv nlain concern. In order 1() build up
background iDlbrntiltion I sel :tbout combing every Noltingham paper lionr l770
extracling all notices related 1() crickcl. In those days it rvas easy. ln the main
Noltiilghitm librilry ln Shakcspcare Street:t roon was linecl with bollnd copies of
newspapcrs li-om the l76Os orrrval'cls and I could go through the1n. Alicr several
vears ol days here .lnd there I hild t\\'enty or thidv excrcise books lllled with cricketing
notes up 1o the 1880s. I leel sorry lbr preseltt day rr:scarchers who canltot now do
rvhat I .lid, as now.lclavs lookine at the original papcrs is rarely perinillcd, and
sjtting tbr sc\.cn or eight hours il1 it microlllnr reader trying to deciplter blurred
images ol 6 point type setting ntust deter the stoutesl jnvesligator.

Having oblirincrd background on vir-tually all my Noitinghamshire plavcrs, I then
listed thcnl under the to\\'ns itnd villages lion whcncc they cane and went to each
localilv barruing on doo.s to 11n.1 pcople who knew thcm sons. widows. grandsons
and others. [t was a slotv progrcss. though I lbun.l thc phone book rvas a help .rs
u.ere eieclorirl rcgisters. -lhe slorv ol my researches and the people t n]e1 in the
course of t.'n yca.s or so is per-ltaps more interestir-lg lhan the 350 pagcs of
biography I had conpleted by 1970 , and lhat was onl-y crickelers who plltyed bclbre
the first world war-. I bought clozcns of birth an.l dcath certificates - about five
shillings (25p) citch in those diiys. Today the arnry ol 1anily historians havc to pay
25 tinres as uluch. In those clays in tlle 196Os one witlkcd into Somerset House and
woke up a unilormed atten.lanl to get a ibrm and bumped into an occasional
solicltors clcrk or historian. No\\' on a slack da1, on(: can just about find space to
open a ledgcr.

No one knew whal lo clo rvith my 350 IJages of nranuscript. A book like tltis had
neverbeen writtcn before how nrany poople lvoulcl buy it?The County Crickct Club
had no nroncy lbr such projects. Howcver, I rvas fortunate that the club Cltairman
was intercstcd. and he happencd to be the Conpany Secretary at floots the
Chemists. Providc'd I pai.l the cosls the Boots p.inting works which nornally dicl
bottle l:rbels, diarios .tncl calendars and so olt would print the book. lt was very
well produced and 250 copies cost nrc t,l OOO. I advertised the work at J]5.OO cach.
and it took nie tcn )'crars to sell out. I notice that todav:r copl/ in a dealer's catalogue
is priced at tl20 I u'ish I still had a lew in the attic!

From that book greu' the nrilljon rvorcl 'Who's Who of Cricketers ibr tvhich l -joined
with tlvo othcr authors and dozens of helpers to give basic details of about gOTo of



the cricketers who have played in a flrsl-class ( rickcl oratc]l in Englalrd since 1864.
We are actively trying to track down the losl l O(/o irnd since the l)ook was publishcd
in 1983 ha\,e managecl to cut the Jlgurc to nearcr 5(/o. So wh(-'n sonleone ('omes inlo
ihcpubliclibrary and sirys Mygreal unclc plilvecl crickct 1-or Sorne.sct. c.rn vou tcll
me anything:rbout his (arecr? . lhe libra.ian llrst che( ks 1l-re Who s Who . Il-volr
can t llnd the person li$ted, beware: il docsn t neccss.rrily nlean ihat he (lidn l ev('r
play lbr Somerset. so don t send the cnquirer oll with a ilea in his e:tr-

You l]ave to l)e careful olcr enquiries. Flzrch \'(':1r I talk to sevcral tholrsan(i
schoolchildren whcil thcir school brir-lgs thenl on .r visit to'l'reDt Bridgc. and thcy
arre brought into the library. Sonre twenly yeitrs l):lck. \\'hcn I \\'as :r tvro al su( l-l

e\:ents. a group ol schoolchildrcn with their leacher werc in lhe librarv. Tcll us
about my relative. Joe Bloggs. lvho pla]"ed tbr Nottingha rshire. he askcd. No onc
called Joe tsloggs evcr plaved fbr Notlinghamslrire l repliecl. \\'ithout thinking. 'l'he)'c
was an emb:lrrassed silcncc. IIe hzrd cle.rrly tolcl his class irll aboul his lhnrotrs'
relativc. I lastilv I said I ll check ag:rin . but 1he .litmage haci l)een cionc.

All the counlies oyer thc years have plavecl nratches which ha|e largelY been
lbrgotten. rarely reporled and hlr.vc conlainecl one or luro local plavers to nrak. rrp
thc squad. benclit g.rmes, charity g.rmes ancl gilrlres cluring llre secon(l worl(l war
and so on. when sor]reonc con)es into t he lil)rary nowad.lys rvith :t sinlilar 'l)ogus'
cl.iim, my imnlediate interest is to (liscover lronr rvht re tlre cnquirer ol)tained llre
iclea thal Joc Bloggs plal-ed lirr tlle Count\': tltere rrsr.rilllv is a worlhwlrile trle
l)ehind their answer. ilnd one never knows whelher it mi€ht llncover sonx' losl'
crickcter who really did plav in il serious counlv Qame.

Peter WlJtrtte-7'honra-s is (t crickel r1lt iler (Ur.i i.s ,4rchlt,i-sl and Librarietl .lbr
Notlinghclnrchire Cotltllt! Ct ickel Club el TrcnL I3idcle. as roeli n-s L.rcinr.7 Secrd.lo .11 ol'llte
A.ssociaf ion qfCncrcet Slcti-slici.trs (rn(l Hi.s l on(u r.s-

'fhis article is based on a papcr originally given.rl Unrbrcll-A 5 in Manchcster. Jrrlt'
1999.

HELP WAI\ITED

Yvonnc Millbank, of 90 Tirohanga lioacl. lrwer tlutt. Ncw Zealand. writcs tlr.rt slre
is currently rcsearching local studi(.s collections in Nelv Zealand. and in particrllar
lhe collcction at l,o$'er IIu(1 Cornmrrnity Libr:rn. In (onne(tion \vilh this she would
be interested to rontacl anvonc anywherc who has clorte rcsearch or a suNcy on end
user stuclies of lo(:11 s(udics collections. ln p:rrti( lllar shc is inleres(ed in who lrses
the collections. what they rse in tll. collections, $.hat tlrcy har.c not becn able to
lind. aird what thcv usr the matcrial lbr. Would anyonc rvho can help pleasc contact
Yvonne direct: as well as thc addrcss abovc she ilas i1n cmail itddrcss:
l11illbank@-rxt!a.co, nz.

IrJ



COMMUNITY HISTORY AIID IDENTITY

Jaft Horrell

Exchange of iirlbrnriltiolr ltro\-iclecl the impelus Ibr ihc' sccond event jointly organ-
isecl by Plyn-louth i,ibritrl iln(l lnlbrmatiolt Serviccs, 1hc Clity Museum and Art Cal-
iery and Plyrnorrl h alld Wcst l)eton Recorcl Ol licc \\.hich took place in August I 999.
This followecl rrp il r,vr:ck long Festi\':tl ()1 l-o.al Histot-\" held in September I998
which had prescnlcd a \,aric.l progrilntnre of t:tlks ,rltd cvents culminating in a two
day Local Stlrdics Fitir \,herc local organisations \\.crc ilt\.itecl to raise awar:eness o1

their activities wilh tlrc gcncral IJLlblic. 'I'his year p.cvious Festival pa.ticipants and
other organisations \\,era'iDvitcd to ittteltci a senrinitr lllirt ajmed to present a fbrut-rr
that enablecl local agenfics and orgitnisatiolts to cliscllss current developments and
lhe fornr,rt ^f I llrrrr I'lrlrlir', \, nl-

The intention of thc progrirlttlne was to presenl .t r:ll'rge ()1-projects and develop,
ments that $'ere b:tscd \\'ithin the cit\'. The subjecls \ecrc \.itried. The City Archivist
outlined the benelils ol thc irnplernentation ol a CAIRS system at the Record Office.
and the City Mrrscu introclucecl T.iies q/ lh€'Cilg.:l locall]. collected and stored
sound archive tiral $,i11 link wilh the developmcnt ol a c.Jntemporary collection
policy for artelhcts. 'l'hcrr.: wcre also i1 series ol shoricr pr'cscrntations tvhich consid-
ered the role of or:rl histoq/ lronl the point olview of an cnthusiast and lbr use in a
series of loc:rl radio proglammes, the changes tlt:1t E-nrail and internet use have
brought to lanily ltislory research. and the inlegralion oI Lhe information role oI
lhp regronil I ilrn.D,l Surlnd fu-, hi\e.

All participants actively contribLllecl to the discussiol-t scssions that were particu-
larly aimed at structrrring ltrc ncxt Festival of l,ocal Hislory in March 2OOO. 'l'he
public Local IIistory F-air will bc staged again as all representatives felt that this
was a useful $'ay of involving and inlbrming a wider audicnce. It is hoped that
another day seminar can bc arrangecl to bring together or€anisations {'ith the spec-
trum of interests that conlributc lo lhe local studies field.

The organisers found the clalr stilnulaling and encouragjng. A number of small ini-
tiatives have been started inchlding the collaboration olthe library senice with the
local branch of the Devon F-amily Histoll/ Society to procluce r! resources leaflet.

In March 2OOO we shall be buildil]g on the experiences of this year and aim to move
towards an annual event at which \\'e are faciiitators rather than organisers.

Jan HoneII Is CiLIJ Re-lerettce and h tJonll'lliot:L LibreriatT. PILIn'Lo:Uth.



LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIAN OF THE YEAR 2OOO

'l'he Dorothy Mcculla Mentorial Aw:rr(l. organisecl by thc l-A lrcal Studies Group. is

Ute award lbr outstanding \\'ork in local st uclies lillrilri iltrship. Thc winner this ycar-

lvill be presented \\''lth glO0.OO ancl a spcciillly clesigncd certific.lte Norninations a.e
invited fron anyone who kno',vs oI sonreiloch' who has made an outstanding
cont.ibution to local studics work: lhe iudges main criteria inchicle good overall
seavice provision, excellent protDotionall \\'ork:1r1cl innoviliiorl The nolrlinee must bc
a member of lhc lncal Studics CrouP.

For further details and a nontirtation form. sclrcl lbr an inlormatioll pack io Patrick
Baird, IIon. Sccretary. Loci'rl Studies Gr-oup. Birmingh:rnr Central Libr:rry.
Chanrberlain Square, Birmingtra r 83 3IIQ. Tcl 0122 303 2615. fax Ot 2l 233 4'158
Email: patrick.bairdaablrmingll.Lnr. go\'. uk

This is your chance to ensure that your candidate is nominated for this
prestigious award - send for your information pack now. Closing date for
nominations: 3lst March 2OOO.

EILeetr HLUtTe o.f Knoli)sieru /-ibraries. Ilinn€rr q/-lh.r I999 DoroIILtl McCLLILt ALDard (Right)

i,lth J1II Martin, Lhe Group s Li.lisatl Ql'licer u)illl I'A lTeadquorlers al LlLe Au.trd
preserllQlion al UntbreLl-\ 5.
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NOTES A]\ID NEWS

Shropshire Count,"- Council s Iiccords ancl Research Centre has pr-ocluceci its lirst
annuai rc\,icw ol Shropshirc s Past thtibldccl . it millenitium Iilncied project to
preservc ancl lmprove acccss to Shropsltir. s docllmentltry hcr-itage. The Heritage
t ttcry Fund has providcd S662.OOO .JYcr three years 10 thc project to allorv the
calaloguing and collscrvation of a l:ugo nLlmlle. ol collections liorn among the
archives held l)y ille Shropshire Iiccords ancl Rescarch Sen'ice ovcr 3,800 boxes in
all. The collcctions lncluded iil lllis cr-Lrreltt projcct are all aske.l lor' by users, :rnd
withoui ihis,.','ork the.locuncnLs ciltinol bc used and ntitny \\'i11 rot away. This
Revie$' de.tls \\''ith thc :rchievements ol tho first year. As parl of the nlatchinB
tunding required, ovcr- lbrly \-oluntec.s trave cione nrorc thitn 2OOO hours of work
during the vear. 'l'hc re\.ie\\' shows ltral the amount ol work undertaken .1ncl
completed so th. is impressive. For lurther inlbrmalion contact Sainantha Mager,
Project Leader. Shrollshire llecor(ls ancl Research Ccntre. Castle Gatcs. Shrewsbury,
SYI 2AQ, tct {Ol.l73l 255350. or E mail In.r-ncke nzie@shropshirc cc.go\r.uk.

IJcci(lracks is the 1i1lc ol lhe netv' 1telvslcltcr-oI Camden I-ocal Stuclies and Archives.
To bcr publishecl twjcc it Yc.1r, lt ainrs lo keep Llsers inlbrlncd about cunent news .1nd
Iuture developnrenls. This lirst lbur-pilec issue cont:ijns a wicle range ol shofl items
about the senricc lbr instance 1h:tl in lggg 9 15.302 enquiries lverc rcceived allcl
lhat 3793 iter-ns were:lcldecl 1o slock. There is:rlso an item on .onsenatiorl of'
material in domcstic circu lsl:tnccs nlostly cotDnonsense prccautions and an
appeal lbr pcople to think :rbout oil-ering itcns to the library belore throwing i hcm
out. Thcrc is also ner,,'s ol thc C.utden Hislory Society's Millcllnium llistory pr-ojccL.

Tarncside Local Sludics Lillrary also produces a regular nclvs bulletin. thc latest of
which includes a \\"idc r-ange of short itcms liom cligitisalion Lo census indcxing ancl
inlormation abolrt courses ancl lo.ill societies. The I-ocal Studies Libran, has also
announcecl the \uinners of the 1999 Titmesicle Farrily History Atvard. The judges
considered lantily history slrrdics .incl finding aids created lbr use by family
historians and decided 1o arvard t\\'o lirst prizes, one lbr ei:ich category. pauline
Storrs gained her prize lbr Itcr stuclv oflter lamilv after many years ofresearch. rvhile
the other First Prize wcnt to George Clark lor his mammolh index ol the registers of
Si. Pauls Church. Stalybridge and his p.Linstaking recorcl ofthe graves in the
gravevard. A special prize \\,'as awar(lcd to l3 Vear-old James Bolton lbr his study ol
the history ol blick making. All lhe studies and finding alds subnlitted for the
competition havc been adde.l to Stalybridge's local studies collection. The library
also reports that about 3OOO people attended a Family Hisrory Day at the ircal
Studies Library. As rvell irs providing ralks lbr visitors the day was designcd to
encourage people to volunLeer lor a projcct Lo index the l891 Census for'lameside
and to draw attention to some of thc newly available sources lor family history at
the Local Studics Litrrary.

Devon Libr:trl/ .1nd lnlornratior-t Scn,ices was iDsinrmental ir1 bringing Logether ier-t
heritage collcctions in Exe1e. to mount an exhibition of more than 3OO itents
reflecting both the la.ge and the small worlds oi the written word in Exeter oYer the
pasl iwo millenni:1. Tltc cxhibition brougltt together itens ftom.rl1 ten collections,
including a tinre-linc of clocuntents starting \\,'ith an ABC scratched on a tile in
Exeter in the tlrst century and llnishing with a serics ofABCs written by children in
a first school in Exeter during 1999. In between was a series ol ephemeral items on
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a widc range of topics rellccling (laill lil(' in Dc\1)r1. Rcllccting the wider range ol
idc.ils \l.:rs a scries ol llventl rnajor the[]cs nllrrin{ all)lralleli(xlly frollr "Art ilntl
architeclrrre to Younger readers . all displavinQ histo.i(:1llv signilicanl itelns. A
catilloguc ol the exhibilion has bcen pul)lishcd b-\' [i\ctcr Mrrscum irl .UrI.95. A \\.ebsile
was:rlso pr-epare(l lbr lhc cxhibilion an(l this is 1o bc (ixpiindecl as an e(l(l.ationa]
resoLrrce: the adclrcrjs is ht 1p: / /\nvw. cle\,or ) cc.go\'.l r k/librnn,/locs1ucl]'/millcxpo. h1nll.

Ch.ulcs Dunn, who many will reulcnrber rs a .lircctor ol Rile\,. I)unn and \Vilson
Lt(1. has lrowjoinecl thc senior manapc rent leanr ol lfliss('l1 Bookl)inders. base(l in
Aclon- W('st London. Hc \\.ill l)c respor)silllc lbr thc llritrlietin{ of th('ir librar-\'
sen,ices throughollt Ilritain an(i with cor)sulting \\,ith lil)rarics in Scotlirn(i. Wales.
East and Wcst Mi(llancls ilnd the North Fl:1st ol F)rgliur(1. Iie .:m llc contaclecl l)v
Fl-nrail: chlrrlcs.clr! r lnrObli:jsclt s. coi ll or by l)honc on O t -122 2.168.1u or rrt obile 077 12
I07298. fllissell []ookbinclers \\,ill shortll l)c celel).:r1ing ('iglltl J.('rlrs ol continrrous
supply ol librarlr bir]ding s('n,iccs to UK libIaF,r sela'iccs iur(l the lil)r-ary su1>ply Lracle.

In lhe re( ('ntly announc('d Libr?ln Associatjon/Emcral(l lnlelliqence + F-rrlllc\l
Pul)lic tlelirtions and Publi( ity Awilrds. f)llnclee Clit\. Collrlcil wils the winrlcr in thrl
ciltegory lbr pronlotional calnpaigr'rs \\,iih ir l)uclgcl ()1-un(l('r S25O.OO: th('iirv.ud wils
for'n1e Photogreph ic Collectroll. I)rrn(lee. l'l]e pur:posc ol thc ( :rmpilign was lo pr-oDlole
Dlrndee s ( ollection of local photogr:iphs cl.rting ll'orr the l.lte t80Os to lllc pres('nl
day

Most local studies libraries toclaV ll.rve close .elal ionships \\,ith local nluscunrs. artd
may thcrclbre be inlereslq(i in lhirj recentlv plrblislrecl wor-k on Wales (I.'i./r/is, lV.P,
cor[pil.,r W(,lsh Pftrri-stor!/i catdlo!/.1c q/c.c('ssio,l.s il lhe cotollLl tu t(l loc.tl n lI i.s.'ttDrs o/-
WolersJ. lt ljsts all the W('lsh l)r(' Ronriln malcri:rl jD the :lll counlv irDd l(x:rl
filuseu ls irt Wales ancl ill over IJO mLls('ulIS ir the r('st ol Hr'itar.irr alr't(l h:ell.rtt(1.
I)esigncd ers a versatilc resource ai(l 1o hclp res.'archers irt all lcvcls. il ir)clu(lcs illl
tl-tc prehistoric renlains in the lislccl lIluseLuDs. nroslh' \\'illl lli]lljo{rapl)i( ill
rel-crences. In many cascs Mus('lrms Rcgistcrs ancl irlclexcs ha\'c beerl collalccl.
triurscribe(l and presentcd as a lbrmal l,is1 ol l)rehistori(' Acc essions li)r the llrsl
timc. to pro(luce a comprchcnsi\'('. lulh in(le\e(l singlc \.olunlc cataloglre co|ering
ne.rrl]. se\.enty holdings throughout Britirin. Thcrc is a special cliscourlt pri.c ol
119.75 including p&p lor lil)ralics and i1 lllav be ol)tiiine.l (lirect li)m the l)ul)lislr('rs.
Atclier Prodrlctiorts. 2 Borrtlhen. Forge. Milch\'irlleth. Po\ws. SY20 BRN (ltl O1654
7O3 626 or Ot7 | ,135 56281.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

LS(; North West l}-anch is llolding a Day School cnlillcd k)okitlcl.lo.tlarcl to lookinll
baclt. Therc rvill bc lbur papers by expericnced local historians: AliIr-t Crosbl- on The
anl.rteur. lhc proli'ssional arrd thc interncl: local l-tistorl sincc l85O :.Jolrn -l'ierna

on 'l\,eh,c goocl iurd lawlirl men.....an(l Miss Procter"; Geolf 'l'irlrmins on Lo(al
history tea( hing: ir,isrles ibr li]lrari:rns i.ln(l teacllcrs : :lr)d l)ianil Winterl)othanr otr
'''In rne. pasl. prescnt an(l lirture Dleet': Iocal stlldies lil)raries al thc nriller)niunl .

Datc: 28th Ma.ch 2000.
Pliicc: Chorlry l-ibritr-\', I-irncashirc.
Contacl: Srrsa A. I lalstead. B Pinervoocl Drile. A( cringtorr. lnn( ashirc lJBs 6tJC;

tcl 01254 385977. E-mail susilnhalstcad'0lr()1rll:ril..onl
or at Bunrlcv Libralv tel 01282,11171I5ext I20.
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IIAI'E YOU SEEN,..? some recent items of interest to local studies librarians

CoplttighL in pllblic libr.rner-s. 1ll1 ed. reL)ised and LLpdeled bA SetTdu Nonn/]I. LAPL,
1999.91pp. J9.95. ISIJ|J I a5601 325 a.

Since 1996 there h:rvc bccri big changes in the laws relatir-rg to copyright both
nationally ancl iDternationarllv. This work has beelt colnplclcly Ievised and reu,'ritten
since the last edilion 10 takc into account the adoptio ol WIPO (World Inteliectual
Propertt' Organisiltjor)) trc:rtics iind the drall EU dircclive on copyright in the
Information Socicly, and it also covers changcs irI UK law due to the
jmplemeniatiod ol thc EU dir-ccLive on Databases.'l'he work is logically laicl out ancl
ieads the reacier clearlv llllough the rantifications ofthe LIK Copyright Act. There is
a section on possible clr:t gcs to legisliltion due to the contro\-er-sial proposed EU
copyright I)irecti\.e.'l'l-rc intcrcstirrg Case Study section has bccrr expanded. While
there is a disclainrer poiillitlg out that lhis work cannot clairD thal the statements
made are detirilive and do no1 constitute legal achi.e, lhis usehrl volume lvill lle of
great help to librarians nccding a hancl]'g11ide.

With the increasing ernphitsis on collecLing material ol lltc prcsent as lvell as the
past in local collections, :1nd thc cxllitnsion of copyrigl-rt dalc Iimits. copyright law
will have itn increasing jrnp:rct cm local stlldies collections. Apart iiom lhe value of
the gcneral inlbrmatlon. the Misccll:rltcous Ach'ice'chapter inclrrdcs a shorl section
spi:ci1icall1. on local studies rnatcrial which remincls readcrs 01 the importance of
cstablishing the copyrigllt slittrrs ()1 collections. iltcluding donations. There is a
hclplul list of suggestions lo l rv 1() nake sLLre that your position is un.rmbiguorls
thc last IJoint is Seek legal :ldvicc i[ at itll rLnsure.

Mdra(ut, P. Gtualer Landan /ris^lori,r (rrr.l heriLctge hartdbook. PeLer Marc.ltl
Prrblic.rliors. 1999. lalpp.!11.95+12.00p&p.fiomPOBox3I58, In do SEl lRA.
rsBN 1a7t8i1 15.

l'his js a rnuch re|ised ancl expand.d ncw ediLion ol the wor-k p.eviously pubiished
as (;rercler Lcridon Lacal l lislorlt Direclotll. ivhich had eclitjons jil l9B7 and 1993. It
gives dcscriptive entries lbr over-600 organisations lvithin the 32 l-(ntdon Roroughs.
with 1hc locitl stuclies libran' al$':l\,s corning lirst in eilch borough s list, lbllorved bv
muserlrns. A \\'idc ritnge of organis:t1i()lls such as historical altd amenity societies is
included, and 1hc boroughs.rre now a.r.tnqc(l in tlye geographical regions within
London. Follo\\,ing the Boroughs seclioil is one on London widc itnd national
or{anisirli(nls and a list of relevant publisltcrs and small presses.

One ol lhc rna-jor fealures of thjs rvork (:tDd oI its predecessors) is 1hc ilttenpt ilt
llsts ol pul)lications fi-om the organisalior_ls concerned, inclltcling in sornct calses
contents lisls oI org.inis.ltion s journals. Thc rvhole work is consideri]bly dillcrent
from the lasl cdition and is up to d:tte enouglt to show the new Lor-rdon ti'lcphone
numbers. A1 I82 paqcs compilred \\,'ith the lbrr-ncr I l2 it inclLldes ntanv rnorc cnt cs:
in total 867 organis.ltions are listed compared with 348. Publicalions listed are
lionl 1993 onwarcls. Il should be noted ihal the compiler warns reaclc.s that .r11 the
predecessor works shoulcl be relainecl in order to build up a bibliogrirphy oI non
connner.riill publicatlons back to thc l96Osi all the previous works arnd cditions are



stiil in print. lt is also well worth noting tllat the price oJ the present rvork' despite

its huge ir-rcrease in size. is the sanc as that ol l993 How cloes he do it?

Trulrshall), R.lf. Hor1) Lo LL)riLe uTtl pLLblish loccl llislory' Ileart of Albion Press 1999.

n2pp. r:9.95. ISBN 1 a72883 :J:3 8.

There are plenty ofbooks loday which tell peoplc how to do loc'rl hisLory But whal

happens after the rescarch is flnished? Many books have a short section on

disseminatlng thc results, bul this uselil work.starls at the end of the research
proccss and goes or-r from there. Its aim is to guide lhc novice throlrgh thc stages

i-recessary to proclucc ilnd promote prot-essional looking books and booklets on local

hlstory. it is a very practical volttme startirlg witll the writing protress ancl then

moving on to n .,"ry thorough .rrld detililed dcscriPliorl of irll the' stages of
publici-tion ofbooks and booklcts. The lreatmcrlt seems very thorolrgh and is based

ontheauthor'sownexPerienceliiswideranging[thc$'ritil-rg,'secliollspcndsfivc
pages on citation arld iefercnces. and thc 1leed lor corrpilation of indexes is also

ioi-eretl;. and legal matters such as copyright arc dealt with brieily The praclical

side of production includes typcsetting clealing with the Pl-nte: publicity including
the launch, and selling, including trade terns Overall thougtt mtlch of the

infofmation can be iound elsetvhcre. this ]rook is writlen spcciflcally tol tlle local

historian. and jt clearly explains the proccsses involved ilnd gives helpfil 
'ldvice' 

lt
would be an excellent mantlal to show to readers wlro are thinking ol sell:publishirl{:

Cheisea selllernen I and bo'st.Lrd'-LJ exctminctiorls. l7:)3 1766 ed bLJ Tim HiLclLcock o'rd
.loht1 III(1ck. Lt)ndon Record Soci.rlU, 1999. ).rii, 177pp E20 OO + t3 50 p&p -lion1
Heallrcr Crealon, I'ondon Record Societll c / o lnslilLte of Hislorlcol R"s{'drch Senat''

House,MQIelSLreet'Il)r(tonw(:IE7HL]'ISBNo9oo952334.(InndoiRecofdSocietLJ
Itblicaliorr.s, Dol 33i.

HerLlordshLre ia!/ suirsirli/ roLls l3O7 ancl 1314. ecl bll Janice Brooker and Sits(lrl

moia. xrir, zo+pp. !203b. ISRN o gs2:)779 3 q.(Llerubrdshire Re(:or.l pubticatio .s Dol

l1). ,obseruatio; 
Ql-u)ec:lhef : tte ]1€ctltrcf dian| ol'sit.John willeurforrg oJ-Rclth.xnsle.r.l,

IAS+'tASO, ed. nt1 Mqrgaret HQrcourt Willi.mls an.'lJohrl SteuelLson' Iuii T9pp E2O lO'
ISBN O g52377g 1 2. (Hertfordshire Record Plblxi.rtions uol t5i. B)LIL pLblistYd bU

Hertfor(]shire Recorcl Societu cLttd obtQitl'lble .frorn lhe HotT'

Trea-irrrer; l.1 Westbunl Close. Hitchh, Herls, SC5 2AIE Prk'es itTchLde poslQge'

.l.he establishment oi Recold socicties dates lron the nirleteerlih century.incl llom
that time most have providecl transcripts oI primary soLtrces on a particular area or

topic, ploperly etlited. so that they c.1n be nore lvidcly uscd Bl'the middle ol this
celitury. iloubts u'cre being exprcssed about the viability ol such societies bLlt in
more recent y"o.., paa".rd,.bly b",,a.r." of increasing illterest in local and Lrrnily

histon,. nerv societies have becn established. :1nd their lutlrre secrtts more assured.

Ol the societies listed herc the London Ifecord Socicrly $'as lounded in 1964 andthe
tlertlbrdshirc one in 1985.

The London \-olume is concerned with poor relief, which rvils at lcast p'rrtiy
concerned with esiablishing the legal place of settlemeni of Paupers and lhe
paternity of bastard chilclren. Here the registers concerned with,chelsea have been

iranscrited an<l this shows that cluring tha period concerned 469 cases rvere heard'
The editors provide an introduction explaining the legal sl'stem and conments on
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evidence provided by the enquiries. for jnstance migration both inside and outside
London. The indcx covers persons, placcs and some subjects.

'l'he two Hertlordshire volumes cover two very diff-erent topics. Vol. 1,1 transcribes
the Hcrtfordshire Lay Subsidy Rolls of l3O7 and 1334. A lay subsidv was essentially
a li]-\ lor a specific purposc levled on the properlv oI the lay (ie not clcricall
population, and thesc rvere therefore levied at irrcgular inten'als. Elleciively. then.
these rolls list tllc wcalthier inhallitants o[ Hertfordshire in the early fourteenth
century. arraDgcd place by place.'l'he introduction deals witl.r background to the
documents and their evidential value to historians. in particular local historians.
Therc js an index ol places ancl subjecLs, and one of names.

By contrast. IIertibrdshirc s other volume contains tlte records of a private indi
vidual lvith a specillc iilterest. It briefly describcs the weather day by day at
Rothamsted. along with informittion about seasons and crops. lbr instance. show
ing something of Sir John Wittewrong s agricultural activities. This is a lascinating
record of the weather. and activitics allected by it, betrveen l684 and 1689. There is
a vcry full introduction, including a good deal of in{brmation about the weathcr
generally in that period wilh lables and diagrams, togctherwith an analysis ofother
topics dealt with in the diary. all of rvhich help to give a picture of contemporary
agdculture.

While all of tl-rcsc volllmes are produced by local organisatjons and deal with local
topics, all ol them. both through their introductory mattcr and the sources
themselves. are valuable to hislorians far outside their immediate catchment arca
1br comparative plrrposes. Al1 are well produced hardbacks. well edited and are
pi'oduced at reasonable prices. The llertfordshirc society records the assistance of
various grants and doltations towards the costs of publication.

ACID FREE STORAGE BOXES
Hand made to order or

our standard range
we are now able to offer
of 'KEEPSA-FE' boxes.

G. RYDER A CO, LTD.
Denbigh Road, Bletchley,
telephone: O l9O8 375524

Milton Keynes, MK1 1DG
facsimile: 01908 373658
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k)n nnrnr'/o.qnl 16a1 tl's your 'lti,\ot 9 -.rnd thct it Llr\er\e\ the best

Hisbry into Print is the book production service of The Local Hislory Prcss

publishers ctl Lottrl Hison ll4agttzine Whether for an individual' a r.ciety "r'
a local authority. History into Print provides a compJetc servicc:

L, cditorial assistancc

fr' book design servicc
lr' markcting advice

For more information contact Susan Grilfiths' The l-ocal history Press Ltd,
3 Devonshire Promcnacle. Lcnton, Noltingharr NC7 2DS Tel: 0ll5 9706'173

Fax: 0I 15 9424857. E-mail: hip@ local-history.co uk Web: ww$ local hislory co uk

l] liee advcrtising
l. a stcp by-step guidc
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