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EDITORIAL

Due to unforescen circumstanccs this journal is being issrred somcwhat latcr than
intended. Howcver, this does give us a chance to comment on UmbrellA 5, which
has just taken place. As a rvhole it rvas verv well orgarised and earlv fecdback slrggests
that it was one of thc best so far, with exccllent speakers all round and lively social
events including a choice of evcning visits to a steam rail$,ay, the theatre or Wigan
Pier, or a formal dinner.'l'here rvas also a very succcssful disco and ar quiz night
and this alter four sessions ofspcakers each dayl From LSG'spointof view, ho$-evcr,
we r*,ere somewhat disappointed at the numbers attending our sessions. The papcrs
themselvcs werc exccllent, and drew praisc from non-LSG membcrs who came a1ong,
but whv so ferv of our own? Is it lack of interest, inability to come because of staff
shortages, or that Training Officers do not sec your application as a prioritJ? It
takes a good deal ol cffort to organise a programme. so we feel that it is nccessary to
carry out an evaluation. 'lhis is $hy a brief qr.restionnaire is included with this
issuc, so that the Committee can find out your views. Plcase spend a feu' minutcs
completing and returnin€! it. It really will help! Therc is likely to be an UmbrclLA 6
in two vears time, so. il LSG participartes :ls in the past, wc can takc account ofyour
comments.

Meanrvhilc, LSG continues to flourish. The nc\r'Midlands and nnglia Branch has
got olf thc ground with a succcssful and weli attendcd day school in Nottingham,
whilc thc London and Home Counties Branch reports incrcased attcndance at
mectings. We know, howcvei. that there are sometimes problcms in finding time to
attcnd thcse mcetings. thou€ah wherc thev covcI. ne\\-devclopments day schools on
digitisation for instance scem to have attractcd excellcnt support this does not
secm to bc so much ofa problcm. Thc Group and Branch committces arc anxious to
be ofservice to members by trying to mal<c surc that the)' providc foryour profcssional
necds in serving thc public, bllt thcy neccl fecdback. Hcnce the questionnaire and
this requcst for Vou to conSidcr what vou would llnd uscful from the Croup, and to
pass this on to eithct"your branch represerltative or to LSC secrctary Patrick Bai.d.

The Chairman and Committee arc enthusiastic about promotinli the Group ancl its
activities, and information is no\{,availablc on our \\,cb page, rvith thc intcntion of
cxpanding it in the future. Takc a look at u'hat it includcs and then let !ls know
what clse you think might bc included rvhich q'ould bc useful toyolr.'lheacldressis
http: / /www.la-hq.org.uk/lsg.htm
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THE SOCIAL IMPACT OF LOCAL STUDIES SERVICES
Bob Usheru.tood

A recent piece of research, undertaken by the Department of lnformation Studies at
the University of Sheffield, used a social audit technique to evaluate the social
impact oflibrary services in Newcastle and Somerset. The work provided some positive
data regarding:

1. The social role of the public library
2. The sense of ownership that communities express for their library ser-vice
3. The educational role of the library
4. The economic impact olthe library
5. Its impact on reading and literacy
6. The parl played by the library in dcveloping community identi[' ard confidence
7. Equity in service delivery

Thc final rcport covers cach of thesc arcas in some detail, but suffice it to say that,
on the basis ofthe data, it is reasonable to claim that public libraies help individuals
and communities'get started'and'keep going'on a wide range of activjties.r In
addition, sometimes with the help of other agencies, libraries help advance ar-rd
maintain individual and community devclopment. The recognised and established
functions of the pubiic library in terms of education, information, culture, and
leisure, remain important. The data also demonstrate that library use improvcs the
life chances of individuals, in terms of education and job opportunities, and that
the provision ofpublic library serwices helps promote social cohesion and community
confidence.

It will not come as a surprise to readers of this journal that local studies services
play a significant part in all of this. Data were obtained through focus group
discussions with local history groups in both authorities, and via intefviews with
library staff and local politicians. In addition a written response was provided by a
locaI hisrory socie'y n Snmer\er.

Developing social skills and confidence
The research demonstrates that local studies services help individuals develop new
skills through supporting an interest in local history. Using the local studies library
helped develop people's confidence. Onc staff member observedr "a lot ofpeople uho
aren't educated, tuho tuould fteuer dream of doing ... academic research, and haue
taught themselues. I caft think of a bt of regular cLslomer.s, uho Aou couldnt euen
imagine using the library in a regular LDaA, uho haue not onlA found their utag round
Locdl Studies, but then found their Luall to the Archiues Seruice and, lou knou, ended
up doing research that's impraued iftformation about a particular aspect of Neucastle,
ar uhateuer". ILibrary stafi, Neu'castlel. She observed notjust an increase in skills,
but also increased confidence.

The public library u-as perceived as more welcoming than other ser-vices in the local
history domain. Library staif stated that,'A lot of the regular customers uLilL sag'it's
so much t'Licer here than the atmosphere dt the Archiues. l thinkthere's this feeling thttt
ceftainlA, public libraies are more approachable than [places]tuhere gou needto be a
bit mare academi. ' ILibrary staff, Ncwcastle].



The library rvas pcrceived as a more accessiblc resource for those still building up
their confidencc for approaching 'ofhcial' institutions. It was also fclt that staff
working in the local studies field helped to dcvelop networks of interested people:
"Quite a feu people who are doing local studies uork meet here and quite a few
fiendships have been formed thctt wclA. I'ue linked peopLe uho are doing research inta
flocal] historg... It's quite a good sort af meeting placc ofinterest ... people who Luould
othenl,ise neuer meet... There s a communitg oJ personalinterest. Ilibrary starffsomerset].

The key part played by the local studics librarian in supporting such networks was
re emphasised by users. One respondent felt that, "if helps to haue libraians who
knolLj about the area reallA well. Like flocal libraianl: he knows who's interested in
what, and he puts Aou in touchwith people who share anintercstinthe same places, so
there's a lot of inJbrmation that gets passed around that wag, " IFocus grottp, Somerset].
Other members of the group gave individual examples of such networking lvithin
and outside the local area. Another member said "it ct way, ue use lthe libraianl as
the focus for any research because he'll know anllone else aho can help clng enquiry,
and he'll pass on that eftquirA. Locdl studies groups provided further evidcnce ofthc
library's role in sustaining social connections- For example onc group, at the local
librarian's suggest\oo, "haue a local historian in residence ... once a month in the lobbA
of the library,... end, for two gears solid theA ue bcen doing that, and it's actuaLla
brought them a fetu new members". ILibrary stali Somerset]. In Newcastlc library
staif actcd as secrctaries of local historv societics.

It was noticeablc that local history societies rvere olten madc up of a mixtLrrc of
local pcople and incomers. This rcflccts Matarasso's view, that involvcment with
such projects is important in finding'a\\,av into communitv lile.'r As one rcspondcnt
sald: "Peoplejust like to understand trhere theA are because Lue get a lot of neu.) people
mouing into the uillage Luha tell me 'l'ue just been to Yeouil Librarlj, to see if there's
anuthing about mg house or mg uillage. IFocus group, Somcrset]. Local history
represcnted a 'common intcrest'and \r'as. "e walJ tlLat the locals and the incomers can
meet, especialla where there is enough interest ta form a local histary saciet'!. Ancl if
there's a librtrrg with the resources to support that societa, because obuiouslA a societq
setting up from scratch isn t goitlg to haDe a library of ang Loorth... 'l hat uould be a
nucleus and a plcr.ce for them to meet". ll-ibrary staff, Somersctl

An interest in local history rvas often mentioned as something which helped pcople
dealing with life changes, such as retircment and bereavcment. Onc respondent
said "l retired irt 1983, artd because I rlidn t haue anAthing ta do after working all tnA
life, I came dolulL to the librarg and .found out Llhat luas going on ... Whe/I I came here
there uas a lot of Ll)omen &,ho used to do the s(lnle sort of thing as I'ir doing /ow,
which is Lunting the cards on the beck of the pictures saying where it is end LL)ho, if
there's anlJ people on it, tt)ho the!) are. Focus group, Newcastlel. Copirlg with
bereavcment was also mcntioned in the contcxt of local studies scn'ices. A membcr
of staff describcd the valuc of the scn'ice to "People utho'ue perhaps been bereaued
recentlu aftd heue got a bt of tinte an their hands. One patlicular gerttleman... his
partner died and he said the hbrarg reallg has Jllled a gap for him because he dicln't
reallA have that manA other interests... It's opetrcd e neLu Ll'orlcl to hifiL lt's Jilled a big
uoid... art<l there are other examples like thdt. " llibrary staff, Somersetl



Community identity
The investigation of Local studies ser-vices aiso yielded data relevant to the theme of
local ima€le and identity. Sorne commentators, as mentioned by Black and Muddiman,
havc bccn critical ofthe 'heritaE{e tLrrn of some public library services: but data from
the social audit study suggest that the impact oI local studics scrwiccs is, as Hall
says, far morc than just nostalgia. " There is "an inlere.s I rLaLD in ... q)n seruaton, and
a regefteratiotl u.)ithin that canseruatian... an.cl fnding out 11.)h.at lcitiesl uere used for
be.fore, and seeing if the 

-LJ 
can be brcught back to th.1t use ar uhateuer". [Elected men-rber,

Newcastlel The public library is relevant to these kinds olprocesses because '?t's lhe
serLnce ohich has pimaiUJ held infonnation abaut its histoical documents dtld so on.
I thin.k h.a uing libraies h.]s prarided people Lrith a uielD of LL)hat things Lrere hke before,
and h ou they operated before... lElected mcmber, Newcastlcl

Focus group respondents reiterated the sense of historic sigoificance relerred to by
this local politician. They argued that because Neq'castle was an historically important
place, having this sense 'of what things rvere like before rvas especially signillcant.
Onrr responclent lelt that: '?eople are extremellJ interested in their roats atd in their
area ancl tn their histary. People are interested in just the industies ofthe ared... People's
f.iues haue been utouen in aftd out af thes^e indu.sf ne.s, jlir milies lLdte iseft aftd fallen by
lhem..."IFocus group. Newcast]el. These links with the past were important bccau sc
of the massivc post \l,ar rcconstruction of thc area. A local historv groups
photographic collcction. houscd at Bcnwcll Library, rcprcscntcd a history of an
area, documented by local pcoplc lvith thc support of thc library sen/ice. It was
highly valued becaise, "c1 lot ofpeaple, like mg otun family, theq can come in and theA
can hate a loak atd see the street u,)here I uas born Lultich is lknockedJ dotun notu.

IFocus group, Ne\\,castle]

Similarll' positive views were foLrncl ftom the commLrnity locLrs groLrps recruited by
Harris lor his stud1,. He concluded that: "what was beinfa talked .rbotlt was more
than.just 'local history' - comlnunity identity night be a better term" and suggestcd
that thc library might bc thc k(y contributor to initiativcs in this arr:a. "Such initiatives
can add greatly to thc scnsc of cohcrcncc and intcgration of a communitv.":

Commentators on 1ocal studies have noted that people have an inherent interest in
local history, particularly, as Hall remarks, when the pace ofchange is so fast that
people cannot help but notice their past disappearing before their eyes." This was
particularly the case in Newcastle, lbllorving the decline in traditional industries.
As one respondent said: "The traditional emploument and the pide in that, Uou
kftoLu, hcts been last... and'!ou talk to people Ll,)ha liue here, and the'!'ue all gat families
that haDe LL)arked in pits or shipqards, ar LDhaterer So the boaks about the iuer, and
the photographs dbout the ships and the history o.f shipbr1iLd.ing...l think its th.at local
identitA that's reaLla rmportant. I clon't krtott about other pafts ofthe cauntrlj, but it's
rea LI.IJ impoft.an.t ta people here. " [Libra ry staff, N cq'castlc]

Economic impact
The jnvestigation also indicated rvays in n'hich the ljbrary scrvicc brought inclirect
benefits to the loca1 economy. One member of local studies staff said that: ",'1 lor o/'
peopleuse Local Stlldies as a resource. We'ue alutags had good rela.tions uith colleagtues
at the aft (lallenJ aftd the iluseum and, aqain, a lat of our photoqraplLs, a lat afitrlbnndtion



wheftthe'!'ue had exhtbitions tltetl'ue usedour callectian. lLibrary stail, Newcastlcl In
Nc\\''castle the local studies libran,had contributed to the lcisure industry though
providing material not available elser.hcrc. "Beamish Musttnn did sorne research...
u.)hen the!,! Lrere deuelopinq artather ctree o-f their museum, an.d the directar urote a
letter salling ... [the engrauirtqs use(L] LDere absolutel!,) aJ LL)orLd. L.uide siqtilicance as far
as tlrc deuelaptnent ofthe reilualJs..rere cancernecl " ILibrary staff. Newcast]c]

There were also cxamples of local businesses and organisations using local studies
departmcnts. "Businesse-s Lrill u se the library. There s a JTrm oflocel (trchitects, l think
thel1 are, uho research using the old maps. So penod.icallg, the:Lt'II come in and if thell
aant th.e h.istory oJ the site to redeuelop it,.. thelJ laok. at old m.1ps.tnd oJlen photoqr.LpLs
as u,eLL Th.e redeuelopirerft of Betil)e|| ... the archfi.lcts c.1ne in her<t and had a look at
our photog ra ph.ic collecliorL, I think sa the'! cauld ge.t a Jiel far *-LL(1I it u sed to be like not
to reproduce it, but sotnething in keeptn-c1 ttith people s rrLenLaies o.f that area. 'l he big
LotterlJ bid fat tLE Beltic Flour Mill an the G.ltesheed side af the iuer,... t1sed our
phatographs." lLlbrar v- staff, Ne\{,castlcl

In Somerset, thcrc was a conscious attcnpt to address the issue of local access: in
an article about thcir solution to thc problern, David Bromrvich commentst Local
studies packs for individual p.rrishcs, or whatever elsc lve may choosc to call them,
are designed to dcvolve inibrrnation to the level of thc smallest branch librar ies. as
close as possiblc to the places thcv descri]le an.l to pcople u'ho livc there and want
to studJ, lhem- "' ln deliverrng a scn'ice that reachcd tlte smallest and most isolated
communitics Somerset s library scn-ice was, in rclation to geographlr, addressing
lhc ssL-.l..lutl\ .n lo.r jlLd,c.Ft'\i,, l)t^\i:rnt

Evaluating services
The social audit approach artcmpts to evalLratc library ser-vices in a new way. It
argues that qualitative data. propcrly gatltered, arc valid eviclencc, Many of the
conclusions arc based on qualitativc, ilyou like anccdotal, evidencc. These are real
world data that have been obtaincd in a rigorous l,vay. We makc no apologr for our
approach, and ifthere is onc mcssoge Lh.rt \ ( $:nt teaders t,) take away it is that
qualitativc data, properly llathcrcd, are valid evidcnce ancl should be treated as such
by politrcians and prolessionals alike.

The use of participants'ilccounts to explain Causcs and conscqucltces of actions
has a long historv in the sociai scicnces. Todav it is recognized that we need more
sophisti.atccl approaches to asscssil-tg the valuc of public librarles than simply
coul-rting book issues or library visits. The social audit techniquc reveals individual
and community expedences in using t1-re library scn'ice. Such statcments ofexpericnce
put flesh on the dry bones ofstatistical neasurcs. Researchcrs in the social scicnces
often talk of the importancc of looktng at clata and telling a story. The people of
Neufcastlc and Somerset provided mar]v storics. Just a few have been reportcd in
this brief articie but rn:rny morc can be lound in the linal report.

Using this appr-oach has cnablcd library murnagcrs to identif' some of the 1natches,
mismatchcs and diilerenccs bctu'een the social objectives of local authorities, and
the intermcdiate and final outcomes ol the library sen ices thcy provide. Armed with
this informatjon, they can thcn take appropriate action to maximise the matches



and minjmise the mismatches. Such managerial issLtes are discussed in the final
report. There is no space to elaborate here, but in short, the social audit is a practical
tool that can help local studies, or any other librarians, in their pursuit of social
objectives.
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THE DOROTITY MCCULLA MEMORIAL AUIARD

Thc Dorothy Mcculla Memorial Award for 1999 has been won by Eileen Hume,
Local Studies and Archives Librarian, Knowsley Mctropolitan Borough Council. The
judgcs used the criteria ol good overall servicc provision, excellent promotional
activities, and innovation, and Eiieen, along with the other nominees, met all of
these: the final decision was a difficult one for the judges, who were very pleased
with the high standard of those nominated. Eileen's nominator drew attention in
particular to her use of the new technolo€y in dcvcloping Knowsley's local history
wcbsite so that it provides access to anyone wishing to find out about the Borough's
history and also brings a dispersed resource together; she did the bulk ofthe research
ieading to its development. The website project was one of the 30 awards made by
the Public Libraries Challenge Fund. Her nominator also drew attention to a series
oflocal hlstoryworkshops she is piloting in local schools and herwork in partnership
with Prescot Museum in the preparation ol a major exhibition to cclcbrate the 25th
anniversary of Knowsley Borough Council, her work on a digitisation project to
construrct an archive of the photographic colLections of the Library service and the
Museum, and the fact that her expertise has led to invitations to speak at various
conferences.
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LOCAL HISTORY PUBLISHING AT NEWCASTLE LIBRARIES &
INFORMATION SERVICE
Anna Flotuers

Nl--wcastle T,ibr arics and Tr frrrmation Servicc have been publishing books lor near ly
liltccn years, and at present around eighty titles arc in print_ We procluce about
scven ne\v titlcs a year including olte or t\,vo major titles (longcr or morc complcx
books). The programme has been \/erv successful, and aims to pay lor itself and to
make a profit to be ploughed back into luture publications. We are a tiny olrtfit in
comparison to real' publishers but urc do make a rcasonablc sum from our turnover
olaround t70,000 aycer becaLlse wc operate from within thc librar-v scrvice with all
its facilitics- The ptLblications programme is run bv one full time manager and one
indispensable half timc assistant. A Publications pat]el meets oncc a month to
disclrss and select futurc titles. and to discuss any problcms.

Why do we bothcr rvith a publications programne? Apart from the lure of making
(u'e hope) vast surns of moncv, readers of 7he tocal Studies LiLtrarian u,ill know that
rvc wish to rnakc Newcastle Libraries'local collection and large photoflraphic archive
more accessiblc to the public. We encouragc local pcople to look at their cnvironment
rvith an informr:d eye. Over the last clecaclc there has been an upsu,,in€l in interest in
gcnealof1/ and a correspondins demand for background knor.vlcdge about a city that
has changed rapidl]'. Wc try also to rcveai lessc. knoq,n aspects of local history
such as children's expcriences, litcrary co1-lltcctions, or lorgotten industries. The
downsidc of this popularity is that there a.c more local historv books to compcte
with in thc shops so cach nelv plrblication must be rvell produced and attractive.

Our first publication in 198.1 u'as a booklet of22 photographs prociuccd to complcment
a City Guides'Tour concerning the translormation of the city since the 1960s.
Immediately popular. the booklct had to bc quickll rcprinteci. Other publications
follorvcd, inclucling the very succcssful 'Bygone' series covering Nc\&,castle,s subur bs,
thirty of \\,hich are in print to date, with several in their third editions. It was
fortunate that thc Local Srudies Section stalfand thc City Guides r"','ere kcen to turn
thcir knou'ledgc into pl osc and that thc l-ibl aries promotion and Arts Officer was an
imaginative dcsigner with a graphics bacl{ground. We also had a usefLrl outlet in thc
City [,ibrary whcre the Cit]-and Tourist Inlormation Se11ice had become cstablishcd
as a point of salc. As th.- publications programmc cxpanclccl books n,erc also solcl
through ioc:rl shops (il,ith thc usLLal tracle discount of one third) but naturally thc
timc involvecl to prodLrce ancl distributc publications increascd too. Wc $,e1e also
approachecl bv local authors \l41o s.rl\, us as a wav of getting into print, so a strict
sclcction policy had to ltc introcluced.

ln 1987 as an ambitious icap ollaith a fu1l colour, large format, book oI ph otographs
of Neurcastlc was publishcd with a tcxt by the Local Studics Librarian. Neuc.tstle
lvour cost s'38,000 to prinr in a run of I2,500. An cxpensivc book at t9.!lS, it was
eventualll'remaindered eLnd finally sold out in 1994 at 11. It did cover aLl its costs
and taught us ,.'aluable lessons. One of these u,as to section scw books that woulcl
ncccl a spine. Another \\'as ncver to storc books in basements at risk offlooding! We
lcarned thzrt an attractivc cover is vital, and that it is verv hard work to keep Lrp
contacts \vith shops ancl cnsure they arc ltept stocked.



At that time the books werc put together by local printers \e'ith layout by the Promotion
and Arts Officer. It was not until 1990 that a computer was brought into the
department and the busincss of in house design and dcsk top publishing was
embarked upon. Also in 1990 a part time Publications Assistant (rayseL! and a
Publications Marketing Assistant lvere employed. Thc salaries for these posts were
to come out of profits from the publishing programme. By 1995, becallse of changes
in the way the Promotion and Arts Section was r1ln and staff movement, my part
time job became a full-time one. Now we do a1l design and typesetting in house,
sending our books on disk to the printers. we also handle marketing oursclves,
trudging round or telephoning local shops, and producing a cataiogue, with a growing
number olcustomers that we regularly supply. We have developed a good rclationship
with the local media who are very supportive with publicity if a good story can be
made. Wc try to think ofbook launches with a visual angle our very popular children's
book ?inselloonwas launched with a golden fairy and a iur clad human cat enacting
scencs from the story in thc city centrel

The Publications Panel has fairly strict criteria for thc acceptance of a book for
publication. It must be of local interest, be well writtcn, be impeccably researched
and we wilL call upon experts to verily research and be of enough general interest
to be saleable. A time scale is then devised, ofncccssity flexibLe, taking into account
the optimum time ofyear lor production, any special events or niche marketing
opportunities to tie publication to, and so on. Some books rvill take longer to producc
than others, and a rolling programme opcrates with some books only taking a fcw
weeks, others up to tlvo years. The author (hopefully) agrees to our decisions and
signs a contract. He or she will receive cither a fee, or royalties based on 7% pcrccnt
ofthe retail pricc on sales (they don't gct rich, though sums can be qujte acccptable).

When thc paper-work is complctc the pr ospeL live book bc.omcs parl ofthe publications
programme. Then the hard work begins! Each title is dcsigncd individually but since
1995 we have attempted to create a recognisable and djstinctive house style which
engenders confidence in thc product. We have severalformats to suit dilferent books.
We have found that a horizontal format suits books which rely for their impact
upon archival photographs. Although this can sometimcs be limiting and can create
problcms for booksellers it does seem popular \,vith thc public who like 'bites'of
information such as a dctailed captioned illustration. Rccently, to good effect, we
havc introduced an upright format, lor examplc thc highly successlul Diarg of a
Doctar: Surgean's Assislcznlln -ly'el,caslle (1998) which received very favourable reviews
including one in the Times Literary Supplemcnt.

Much to ou. surprise wc have developed a very strong maritime history series, largely
the work of two dedicatcd authors, which has sold vcry wcll, and shows the potential
of niche publishing, though at the present time we havc no plans to publish books
for trainspottersl

In order to sprcad costs lve have in reccnt ycars embarked on joint publjcation
which seems to oller the advantage of guaranteed sales and allows us to diversify.
For example Bctsil Bunting, a Northern -Lfe which received lunding from the Basil
Bunting Poetry Centre at Durham University has foLlnd its way around the world to
lovers of Bunting's poetry, picking up an Alan Ball au'ard on its way. Another
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t- advantage of this approach is that it enables us to be flexiblc in decidir-rg a suitable
print run. 'lhe Largcr thc initial print run, the lo\r'er the unit cost, but il the books
do not seil this is of littlc consolation. We tend to opt lor runs of not less than 1000
and prelerably 15OO or morc. Wc have had to repril-rt some books quitc quicklv whicll
is annoying: Hidden Neu)castle. for instance. sold its llrst run of 1500 copies in
three weeks, its second run of 1O0O in anothcr ycar, and is no$' into its third rcprint.
If we are sharing the printing costs with another o.ganisation then a biggcr print
mn is feasible. Some titles can be safellr printcd in larger quantities. 'f in.selloon soid
3,500 copics in six weeks before Christmas last vear and had to bc rcprinted
immcdiatcly. If onll,- we had printed 5000 to start withl It is a very unprcdictablc
business.

We very rarely print a full colour book. It is usually too expcnsive and because \\.e
use archival photographs it is not appropriate. A full colour covcr on the other
hand does much lor the appcal of a book. Where possible ,,r,.e rvill find an attractive
colour illustration for the cover and oftcn opt for a gloss laminzrtc lvhich has provecl
to be more durable.

Local printers aae highly competitive ancl arc l{ccn to get our busincss. Rcps can be
vcry hclpful, but you do need to knon what you rvant them to do and insist that vorl
get what you want. As \'1'e have become an establishcd publisher we find that printers
are much morc supportive and of'fur aclvice and cncouragement. It is very satislf i|ig
to see :r procluct go illto the mal ket place and bc a succcss and this reflects upon the
printers rvho usc cxamples ol our books to gct furthcr business.

Otrr first publication oI this yeal was A Soldiers Li;fe, the StorA of NeLL)castle 6ar,?cks,
launched in May rvith TV coverage. Thig will be follo$.cd by Bggone Jesmond Dene,
the latest in the long runnjng ser:ies. SepteDber sees thc publication of a book that
we hope will compete nationalLv. Ou r Catlenne Coo ksort Compctnion, by best selling
author Clil1 Goodwin, movcs us into mainstream publishing and has i1-tvoh,ed
acquirin€l a national ciistributor. We fer-ve1tt1y hope it will provc a great sltccess:rs
an inordinate amount of timc and large printinE{ costs will have been spent on it.
The autltmn also secs thc production ol another childrcn's b().)k, Creil(Jeftaon; a
substantial book of cssays on Newcastle's 20th ccntrtry; and the intrigLringly titlcd
A Fifte and PiDate Place which looks at the historl ancl inhabitants of Newcastlc's
Jesmond Old Cemctcry (not a macabre book in any way). Then we look fonvard to
the next century-

Our neu' cataloguc rvitl'r full details of forthcornirrg books has just bccn issued.

Arrrta Flotuers is PLlblicatians Ofrcet Neutc:astle Libraies and Ittformcltion Seruice.



LIBRARY PUBLISHING ON A SHOESTRING
Philip M Adams

What follows is a cautionary tale about trying to get a local history book published r

The beginnings: February 1996
In 1997 St. John's Library in worcester would bc celebrating the tenth anniversary
of its move to the present premises- A festival was in thc early planning stages and
I thought it lvould be rntcresting to try to collect some of our borrowers' memories of
the community. At the timc i had no firm objcctive in mind just a "\[ait and see"
outlook. Somc posters were dcsigned requesting contributions and thcse u'ere put
up in the library and in local shops.

By thc cnd of February I had received about fifteen items, ranging from a couple of
paragraphs to ten A'+ sizc pages, and word of the project was bcginning to spread.
People began calling in to see mc, or telephoning to discuss what cxactly I u,'as

doing. By now it had become apparcnt that I would gain more information by
intervicwing people and recording the information than ftom the written word. This,
however, brought in the qucstion of costs rclated to materials.

No ofllcial monclr v,/as availablc, but fortunately I had recourse to the Coffee Pot
Club - a 'Fdends of St. John's Library'- which I had initiated when the library
movcd. This enabled me to pop down to the local Curry's Superstore and purchase a
520 tapc recorderal]d tcn C9O cassettes. It ccrtainly wasn't statc ofthe art equipment
but beggars can't be chooscrs. And so on March 2sth 1996 I conducted my first two
interr,riews.

Intereiewing and transcription
The inte.views began to pick up blr the middle of May. As I spoke to mote and more
people they in turn recommended and relerred me to others who I would otheiwisc
never have met. Slowly but surely I was delving into the social and cconomic life of
St. John's, going back to the turn of the century. Childhood, schooldays, market
gardcns, nurseries, farms, the gloving industry, shops, the orphatlage, thc local
cinema, pubs and so lorth. lt v,,as iascinating, and it was also priceless material

By now I had decided to producc a book [just like that!l), and the County Libraries
Department werc very keen to publish it. The tapes thcmselves would be used to this
cnd and were nevcr intended for public use. I madc this plain to the pcople I
intcn'iewed, and because oi this I bclieve that I managed to elicit far more
inlormation. There was no form filling or anything like that, just a promise that no
one else would hear the tapc, and gaining thc person's permjssion to use their
memories in the book. Quite olten people would be very open once they had reLaned
but there was always my assurancc that I u'ould nevcr use anything that could
causc any upset or cmbarrassment. It was all a matter of cstablishing tnrst some
sort of bond.

My final intcrview was on Junc 2nd. The bulk ofthem had been done by Christmas
1996 but a few people were still coming lorward and I didn't want to turn them
away. However, I knew that I would have to stop eventualLy.

ln January I had begun to transcribe the lapcs. Permission had been granted for mc
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to have the typing done by th€ secretary at Worccster City Library, and her word
processing skills p.oved invaluable. I had to write up cach transcript properlv, do a
preliminary edit and thcn send it do\\'n li)r tl'ping. Each one had to br: proof rcad
at which stagc I would invariably make any neccssary changes. 1'l-rc decision on
whcther to Llse letters or numcrals 1br numbers drove me to distraction.

Another local author offercd to help mc transcribc somc tapes and I gavc her one
intervicw to do, but in the end it didn t rcall]' help much. Shc $'as listening to it
'cold,' so to speak. and while hcr transcription lvas fine in itself it didn't rcal1y
capture thc flavour ofthe person speaking. Being thcre mysclf made all the diffcrcnce.

I listcncd to thc majolity of the tapcs in March, scribbling busily as I did so; and
April was takcn up with 'writir-rg'them out. In total I had intcn'iewed.Just ovcr 200
pcople, which meant 145 hoLrrs of memories to listcn to and transcribe.

Getting published
By April I hacl approachcd a local publishing ilrm lo see if thcy wolrlcl bc intercsted
in the book. The) had already produced a nlrmbcr of books on Worccster and were
attractcd to this project. lt $.as apparcnt bv no\\,that thc proposcd book rvould be
well ovcr,1OO pages, and they qrLotcd me a figure in thc region of€9,000. The main
drawback at this stagc was that the manuscript would h.lvc to be rvith them by
thc end of July.

As onc can imagjne, thc prcparatjou of the rranuscl ipt by thc sccrctary was obviously
secondary to the daily round of library:rclministration. Holidays and illncss playcd
thcir parts also and it became al)parent that a Jul,\'deadlinc could not be met. Blt
now though the projcct had bccn dealt a crlrshing blolv. Drlc to financial cutbacks
the Libraries Departmcnt $'ould not bc able to pul)lish thc book. I found this very
hard to take at thc time evcn though I was alrcaclv somc\\4rat dubiotls Slivcn the
amount of that first quotc. Thc ;:trblishing firm did sav that if thc timescalc could
havc been mct thelj would have considered paying thc costs - but that u,ould have
mcant slimming dou'n thc contcnts and I didn't rcally r,vant to do this.

With no fundir-lg thc whole thing seemcd to stall.'lhe onl!'positile advantagc lvas
that morc timc \\'as avail:rblc to line trrnc the manuscript and even that camc to a
halt as August and Septcrmbcr parssed. I approached othcr Publishcrs and printers
and their qLlotcs rangcd from €,7,o00 to t1O,OO0. 'l'hc sitr-ration appeared bleak.
People kept asking about the book and, n,hilc the,"- rvcrc \.en s)'mpathetic q'hcn told
what had happened, it lvas still very cliszrppointing. I had wanted the book to be
ready by Christmas but this didn't 1-row sccm vern likely. Onc printer (:ould achicve
it at a cost ofe9,0OO, so working on that I advertisccl the book at t 15. These figures
rvere based on projected sales of 500. and I askcd for a deposit ofl10, the remainder
to bc paid on plrblication. The Collee Pot Club could just afford to make r.tp the
remarnder. Onc problcm for i1-rt.rcsted btrycrs rvas that there was notl'li11g to look at

no finishcd article. Bl' the end of Septembcr seventY people had pai(l their dcposit
only 430 to go!

Then I was asked by one of mv colleaglcs if I would like to see the written quotc
given to her mothcr (anothcr local :ruthor) by a printing firm Ln Lonclon. I said ycs
and didn't rcalll,take in \\.hat it said on first rcading. In October I picked up the
lettcr again, rc-read it and telephoned the firnr immcdiatcly. Their written quotation
was 12,400 lor 500 copics ofthc l)ook.rt 256 pages oach- Thcr amount also included
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covcr costs, scanning BO black and whitc photographs and two book blocks: and
they could have the books ready in three wecks.

At a strokc the book becamc:r rcality again. Advancc sales had now reachcd 100-at
S10 each, and the Club could meet the remajning costs, so I gave the company the
go ahead. I also took the prccaution of writing to thcm and confirming that the
quote u'as indcccl lor 500 copies of 256 pages each: that 256 being the equivalent of
512 sides. I had cxplained thc lcngth of the book during the initial telephone
conversatiol-l and $'anted to be absolutely certain on that point.'l'he same letter
also included technical details of thc \l'ord processing system usccL to prepare and
storc the manuscript.

I rcccivecl a phone call thc next day to say that oLlr system was not compatible with
thcirs. Eventually, howc.,'cr, the technical dctails \&ere sorted out. This, though was
nothing compared with thc next call I receivcd. 'l'hc pcrson in charge ofmy book had
not realiscd that it would havr: so nany pages! I had bccn given the wrong quote
and the importzrnce ol m1' confirming letter became apparcnt: the printers had
assumed that 256 pages meant 128 ir::Lves.

'lhe result of this conlusion was that I colrlcl not have 5OO copics for the quoted
price. Instead 250 could be done fbr that. PlLrs .uother 50 as goodlvjll I askcrl lor a
further hundrccl to bc .L.lcled at the r-un on pricc :rncl things got moving again- Another
week had gone by and the end of Novembcr \\.as approaching. I needed to dccidc on
a launch date and chosc Friday 20th Decembcr, to giv6 the firm enough time in case
of anv more unforesecn problems. and to allo\,v timc for publicity.

A fortnight later I rallg lor a prollress rellort and to ensurc that all '+00 copies would
be ready for collection at thc samc tirne. The date for this t'ould bc Thursday 19thl
It \\''as a ncrue-wracklng timc. I clicl not feel lil<e tr usting any of thc delivery services,
given my deadline ancl thc fcstive season, so colrrtcsy oncc morc of the Coffee Pot
Club I hired a transit van and drovc c'lou'n to London on the Thursclay to pick up
the consignmcnt m-vself. To at iast bc aLrlc to holcl the finished book in my hands
\vas a man'ellous fccling. anal well colrpcnsatcd for the strain ol the last f_ew moDths.

Success at last!
Thc launch night itself cxcceclecl all expectations. The qucuc rvas literally round the
buildingbl'7.15pm'opcningtine'-andbyS.30thebookwassoldoutandmyu'rist
soae tioln signing. The printcrs had given rne a two week windolv ovcr Christmas to
decide on ordering:rny rnore copics, with costs being kept clou,n to th€ run on ratc, 

I
instead ofrcvcrting back to the 1u11 pricc for thc first 100. More orders were taken on :

the night, ancl o\rcr thc fortnight, ancl I $,as ablc to ordcr another '+00 copies. I 
I

fctched those in thc IniddLc of January and by the cnd ol thc month thev had all
bccn sold. Ever.rtually by Spring 1999 r','e had sold 1200 copics.

Aiter thc l:Lunch someonc askcd mc if I u'oulcl do it all again. I replicd that l.cs, I

would,llutnotjustvetl I ]owcvcr. int(ircst continLlecl and a year later I was intctvicwing
aga n arrd J --t nrto \'orrtmc,- 11 pr^pr'. i,,r

Philip M Adams is Libraictrt, St. Jahft's Librar!1, Worcester

1. Adams, Philip M, ed and comp. Memories ol St. John's, Worccstcr, St. .John's
Library Collee Pot Club. 1997. 
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ETHNIC MINORITY ARCHMS: REPORT ON THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Maika Shenuoocl

The National Conlerence on Ethnic Minority Archi..'es rvas heid on Janlrary 2::1. 1999
at thc University of London, with sponsorship ftom thc Paul Hamiyn Trllst, and
attracted 120 clcLcgatcs. It uras organised by the Black ancl Asian Studies Associatiol-i,
which was lbrmed in 199 1 to lostcr rcscarch and the clissenination of information
on the history of Black peoples in Britain.

The planning of thc confcrcncc was undertahen by a group of archivists. librarians
and researchers. With the aicl of thc Socicty of Arcl-rivists a questionnaire uras
circulatcd to the Societv's members, ancl 112 u'crc completed. From these, as wclL as
from published reports fi om othcr bodies, a list of issLles f<rr discussion'u'as compilecl.

Thc 'list of issucs', the report on the qlrestionnairc on archival holdings rclatcd to
Black peoples in thc UK, and a sllmmary of the pcrtincnt archival reports rvc.c
circulated to aLl participurnts boforc thc conference. The fund:Lmcntal findings oithe
questionnaire were that most archivcs have insufilcient staff, that most do not
knolv what is in thcir holdjngs related to tslack pcoplcs ancl that ver-V few zLrr:hivcs
produce a guide or leaflet ofthcir knou/n relevant holclings- alnlost no public archives
havc bccn able to (or have tried to) makc a mcaningful effort to colk:ct matcrial iLonr
lo, "l dl., k ',r;,nrjJ'ro '/l'"oflF.
The conference rvas opened by Dianc Abbott. MP. who in her opcning rcmarks saicl
that tsdtain rvas still a society u'hich was not prcparcd to ackno\4edge the input of
Black and Asian peoplc into its historv. It is stil1 possible to bc born in this country.
go to school. and gracluate rvith vel- littlc knowlcclge ofthis contribution. Shr: thor-rght
that this confercncc was an important stage in hclping to mal<e this history avzrilablc
to a]l.

The morning scssions of the conference were devotcd to brief presentations on
examples of good practicc b., rcprcscntatives fto l Sltropshirc l-ocal Studies. thc
Esscx Rccord Olfice, NMCM. Beclfordshirc Archives and Birmingham City Archives.
'lhc Gcorgc Padmore lnstitute an.l thc tslack Cultural Archives, tu,.o private
organisations, then olrtlinccl thcir plalls lbr the ftltrlrct final1y a teacher ancl zr

rcscarcher spoke on the lreeds ofhistori.rns- Thc atielnoon wals spcnt in worlrshops:
six groups discr-lssed the 'issues' rel.rled to writtcn archives idelttilled by thc plannjng
group, u'hile thc scvcnth focused on audiovislL.ll arr:hi..'cs. The wo.kshop groups
were mixed, in the sensc that c.ich included archivists. hjstorians, researchers,
teacheas and others interestccl in arr:hivcs as we wa1ltecl to ensurc thc sharins of
ideas and information..

The main poilrts u,hich curllle fr om thc workshops were:

a) the neecl to scck thc hclp ofgeuealogists ancl family/1or:al history societies
and other special intcrcst groups wlto have tnany lnembt:rs rvorking on parish
and other local recordsi

b) the need to :lttcmpt to have a1t outline of and .tn alvarcncss of the history of
the Blacli presence in thc tJK inclrrcled jn the training of art:hivists;
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c) the need to investigate the reasons for the paucity of Black archivists and to
find ways of attracting Black peoples to the profession;

dl theneedtoco ordinate those working on subject headings/ke1'words inorder
to attempt to arrive at an acceptable, if flexibLe, terminolos/ for archival
lists/ databases;

e) thc importance of putting the issue ol 'ethnic minority' archives on the
agenda of the Society of Archivists, the National Council on Archives and
the Royal Commission on Historic Manuscripts;

f) the need for a guide to existing records, perhaps through both electronic
and printed media;

g) the need to jnvcstigate how to approach the re-listing of collections, perhaps
beginning with those known to be rich in rclevant material;

h) the recognition that thc most difficult issuc is the collecting of material
lrom Black organisations/peoples. Some issues integral to this are the known
distrust between mainstrcam institutions and many Black peoples; the need
for outreach workers; whcther original materials be collected, or should
owners bc trained in preservation with only copies being deposited; where
such dcposits should be held locally, regionally or nationally; is there any
possibility of a national Black archive?; the need for free access including
Sundays; thc point that, given the backiog of work in most archives, how
could immediate listing ol new deposits be ensured?

'lhe Conference dccided that a Working Party be set up to deal with these matters,
and the first mccting has already been hcld.

Marik(1 ShetuJoad is the Secretary ofthe Black and Asian Studies Association.

HELPWANTED

Unseen history project
The National Library for the Blind is delighted to have been awarded 112,000 by the
Hcritage Lottery Fund. This will enable it to producc around 100 local history books

material that has not becn available previously in braille. The books will be short
and therefore also suitablc for braille learners and will have a regional local history
focus, such as the story ofa Lancashire cotton mill worker. If anybody has any
idcas for suitable material thc Library wouLd be most grateful for your suggestions-

Plcase contactl
.Jackie Frith.
Stock Manager, National Library lor the Blind,
Far Cromweil Road, Bredbury, Stockport, SK6 2SG,
telephone: O 161 355 2049,
e mail: jackie.frith(4;nLbuk.org
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VACANCIES AND THE PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATE:
some personal observations.
Moris Gorralt

This paper is based on a study of advcrtiselnents from tl-re Librart Association's
Vacancies Supplement ovcr a three year pcriod (1995,19S71 which involved local
studies posts. Admittedly over tirnc a ferv issues r,r.ere mislaid, but this is not. I
think, too significant: for cxample, of thc 2.+ issues I rctained from thc 26 issued in
1997, only 11 had relevant advcrtisements. I included a.lvcrtisements forjoint posts
- Local Studies and Archives but cxcluded Archivcs only posts (with one exception
mentionccl later). I also excluded one or two institutional adl,ct:tisements, confining
myself to public libraries. Therr: rvcre 32 advertjscments, thercfore, in mj 5uney
(covering 33 posts): of thcsc 32,13 q,'ere ftom countJ- counr:ils and 19 from metl opolitan
or borough councils. Geographically thel' rangcd frotn northcrn Sco and to the
south coast of England; somewhat surprisingly, unlcss an,v rvcrc in t1-re missing
issues, thcre \\,'ere no advcrtisenlents ftom Wales or No.thc.n Il eland. Taking a line
roughly drawn lrom Liverpool to Hul1, there $.err: scvelt advertiscmcnts north of this
linc, the remain.ler bcing south of it. I give this purcllr as a statistic, lor $,hat it,s
worth I makc no comment on thc reLative wealth ofauthoritics in the south asainst
thosc further northl

An ovenvhelming number of thesc advcrtiseltlents uscd the tern 'l(xrai studies,rathcr
than 'iocal history' in thc job tit1e, inclicating the widening range oi topics studied
arising from thc influence on librarjes of the ncnr cu rl iculllm; thc term ,local history,
in ajob title only occurrcd three times, :rnd two of thesc wcrc fl om the same authority.
Another post was lor a Heritagc Officer (job shar(J \{'hich asked lo. a library, 1-nuseum
or archive qualilication; in four cascs, thc previolrs association of local studies/
iocal history v,'ithin t1-re r efercncc service was still evident. Onc of these. advcrtised
as 'Scnjor Librarian, Rcference. lnformation and Local Studies'. askcd lor .some

previous expcrience ol refercnce and inlormation u/ork', but lvith no mention of
local stuclies.

Mention of thc influence on local studies librarics of the new curriculum, with its
emphasis on usinlj or handling original material u.hercvcr possible, is sccn in the
reiationship bctrveen librarian s' and 'a1 chivists'. Somejobs seek'prcvtous experiencc
of local studies and archive work'or 'cxpeaiel1ce of, and interest in, archi..,c rvork
\{,ou]d be an advantage'- Occ:rsionolly. ancl pcrhaps surprisingly, one meets statemcnts
such asr 'An intcrcst or previous cxpcrience in this:rrca ofrvork is desirable to carry
out thc special responsibil ities of tlte post: su1elv the ,,vord should be 'esscntial'
rather than 'dcsirable'? Anothcr adveltisemenT asked thal the candidates should
havc an 'intel est in Local studies and Archivcs and enjoy u'orking with the rescarching
public'. Certainly they should .njoy their $,ork. bLrt whv highlight thc researching
public'r surely that is prccisely rvhy pcoplc go to the loc:rl studies library - to find an
answer to thcir particular problcm, however simplc or complex it may bc. ln one or
two cases, a1so. thc qualification for posts u'ith this dLral rcsponsibility asked for a
degrec or diploma in archivc r,vork or a chartcrcd librarial-r - one casc asked for both
qualiflcations, but they were 'and/or' so there's somc hopel
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Tbc size of the local studics department, its use. and any other services other than
thc basic one ofcollecting and disseminating information, can sometimes be gauged
from an advcrtisement- Onc such dcpartmcnt had '8000 visitors and a staff of 17',
while in another the prospectivc appointce would lead a small dcdlcated team in
collecting, managing and disseminating an active publications programme which
nccds further devclopment'. Another appointee would be Vorking with a team of
five people', whilc a collcague rvor.rld find himscll (or hcrself, of course!), 'part of a
subject team, taking a lead responsibility for Local Studics'. Anothcr department
had a'small team', and dcalt with l5,OOO cnquirics and had lOO,OOO items; another
scrvice included 'a Family History section of regional significancc, a worlcl-wide wcb
sitc'and had a staff of four. In all the advcrtisemcnts I studied, this was the only
one which mentioned this group of 'thc researching public': arc there really local
studics libraries out therc which are not used by genealogists? Not surprisingly,
experiencc with computcrs, and an awareness of information tcchnology, werc
mentioncd in some ofthe advcrtisemcnts, but not by any means in all of them. One
such advertisement specifically mcntioned some work computer bascd ... familiarity
with P.Cs... crcatc and maintain databascs'.

I \r'as morc than a little surprised to see. in four of the advcrtisemcnts stlrdicd (two
from thc same authority), variations on thc phrase 'a knowledgc of the arca and its
history will bc an advantagc'. This may not bc dolvnright discriminatory, but it is a
positive disincentive to a prospective candidate from anothcr part of the country, no
matter how rvcll qualified and expericnced, and seems to be saying- 'We have a
suitable internal candiclatc'. Equal opportunities?

In gencral the relationship bctween the iob title and thc duties listed wcre as onc
would expcct, but I was somewhat perturbccl by an advertiscment for a'Stock and
Local Studies Librarrian', a temporary post in chargc ofsevcn librarics and onc mobile,
where the appointcc lvould 'develop and manage adult book stock and other media,
and to implement counq policy for local studies in a local studies ccntre and other
libraries within the Group'. I would havc thought the eight servicc points wcre more
than cnough to be going on {,ith. Again, at first glancc the post of'Library Group
Manager {Group 5) might not attract a second glance from a local studies librarian
(apart irom the salary offcred!), but your second glance would revcal: Jrou will be
responsible for the managemcnt and pcrfotmance of an important group of services
lnot specified]. including the second busicst library in thc borough and the Local
Studies and Archives Ccntre...' and that wasn't .rl1l Onc advertiscment even said
that'public speaking lwasl an advantage'!

Again, thc only advcrtisemcnt I havc includcd in this sun ey u,hich was for an Archivist
only, said that 'Archivc Sen'iccs and acccss to local studics matcrials are being
dcvcloped ..- an expcrienccd archivist is required to lead this sei'\'icc clevelopment ...
and liaisc with thc cxisting lnformartion Scn'ice and the I I Museum's Community
History Servicc'. I can understan<l thc Museum's erctivitics, but whcre are thcse
local studics matcrials'- .rrc they part of Information Scrvices, thc old fashioned or
traditional refercnce librerry incJuding local history ernd hoq. are they currently
accesscd: card cataloguc and closed cupboards?'lhe imprcssion I am left with,
hopcluLly an incolrcct one, is of an authoritl. (rvhicl-r shal1 rcmain nameless) at last
admitting that its archive scn ice nccds modernising, and is now doing somcthing
about it, but thc rclationship with local studies is somcwhat unclcar.
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Most local studies libraries, even the smaller ones, h.rvc a special collection of somc
kind - pcrhaps a locally bor n author- Here in thlj north west u'e have an excellent
and comprehcnsivc gujde to our 10cal stlldies libraries and their special collectionsl
ivhile each issuc of thc Manchester Regian History Reoieu contains an article on one
of the area's libraries which highlights its special collections, for which the present
u'riter is the commissioning cditor.r Given this wealth of such collcctions in our
libraries, I \,r'as surprised to find littlc mention of them in these advcrtisements. I
have not, so far in this paper, mcntioned individual libl aries by namc, as my survey
is not a comparative revierv but rathcr some general inpressions, but to highlight
such colLections i shall mention trvo cxamples. Within SoLrthampton Refe.ence
Library there is a post of'Special Collcctions Libralian', and the advcrtisement
helpfully gave this detail: 'lts special collcctions comprise local studies, a maritime
collection ol national significance and the Pitt collcction, a "gentleman's library" of
historical significance'. Finally, to Northamptonshirc, rvho advertised for a 'Subjcct
Spccialist Librarian (Local Studies)'. When first advcrtised prospective carldidatcs
read: Thc library houses the largest collection of matcrials in the coul]ty including
the John Clarc collection which is of nationai significance'. No complaint about
that, but whcn the post was advertised again thrcc months later {titere was no
mention of its bcing a re advertisement: whl' not?), in addition to fu1ler inform.rtion
on the post itself, thc advcrtisement highlighted lour special collections: manuscripts
and the library of thc poct, John Clare; drau'ings and illustrations by Sir Henry
Dryden; over 8,500 illustrations oflocal buildings and locations; ovcr 1,500 portraits
of notabie local individuals. Further. recent developments include the launch of a
digital mapping sl'stem (GlS) to complement collections of historic maps' and plans
for computerisation of thc stock. Why u,'asn't this additional information in tlte
original advertisement, or altcrnatively, r'hy place the ori€linal advcrtisement if this
reappraisal was to be undertal<en? Did anyone respond to the originaladvcrtisement,
I wonder?

Thosc ofyou who have changedjobs during thc rcvicrl.period might recognisc somc
ofthe above quotations from individual advertiscmcnts. I hope I haven't given offcncc
to, or cmbarrassed, any individual librarian or library authority in this papcr, but I
equalll' hopc that advertisements in the futurc mlght be more inlbrmative. Thc
rvholc point of a job advertisement is to attract thc right candidate, and he/shc is
surely cntitlcd to be given as much initial inlormation as is practical, to enablc
them to form a vicw as to whether a particularjob souncLs attractive and interesting
even before they writc off ior further details from...', or acccpt the invitatiol-r for an
informal discussion from a designated contact.

Moris Garratt is a fotL.ttder nrember of the Local Stuclies Group North West BratLcLL

11982), being Hon. Treosurer 1982 1992, and CLLairmr:Ln since 1992

References
1. Wyke , Tcrry, and Rudyard, Nigel, Co/npilers. Directrtry of local studies in Narth West
England. Manchcstcr. Bibliography of North West Engl.rncL, 1993.

2. 'l'he Menchester Regian HistorlJ Rerled is nolv publishcd annually by Manchestcr
MetropoLitan University. See Garratt, Morris: 'Local studics in Middleton'\'o1.5,
no.2 (Autumn/Winter 1991 2) , pp. 35 40, for a typical article.
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TI{E LIBRARY ASSOCIATION IOCAL STUDTES GROUP ANNUAL REPORT 1998

ln this year ofits twenty flrst birthday thc Group continued with a steady membership
ofsom; 2,OOO, five branches (including one inaugurated in 1998) and a representative
from Northern Irelar-rd. Thc new branch - Midlands and Anglia was formed following
a very successful day school in Nottingham

The Annual General Meeting was held at Library Association Headquarters at which
Martin Haycs gave a comprehensive ovelview of 'FAMILIA', the EARL initiative that
has put listings of UK library family history resources on the Internet.

The Group has continucd to maintain international relations with local studies
librarians in Eastcrn Europc, particularly with Hungary. Ten Hungarian librarians
visited London lor a six day study tour lvhich was partially subsidised by the Group
and lncluded thcir attendance at thc A.G.M This was reciprocated later in the year
lvhen Diana Dixon rcpresented the Group at the sth Conference of the Hungarian
Association ofLocal Studics Librarians in Kiskunhalas Ellorts have also bcen made
in applying for a grant to assist the continuation of this friendship

The Dorothy McCuila Award was granted to Martin Hayes, Principal Librarian, Local
Studies, West Sussex County Library Ser-vicc

Thc compilation of a bibliography of local studies librarianship is continuing as is
the production of the reviscd guidelines for local studies libraries

Congratulations must go to eleven members of the Group, including our Chair,
Eliz;beth Melrose, lvho were cach awardcd a Library Association Centenary Medal
this year.

Finally our thanks must go to all members of the Committee for their hard work
and in particular to our Chair and other Olficers

Pdtick Baird, Hoft Secretar.Ll, Local Studies Group

TREASURER'S REPORT 1998

Our Group has had a vcry active and a financially satisfactory year.

I would highlight the HLrngarian Librarians' Visit in March. generously supported by
thc Library Scrvices Trust and the International Group ofthe L-A , whose contributions
covered more than hall of thc cost.

It is good that the hitherto moribund Eastern Sub-Group has been revitalised as

the Midlands & AngLia, covcring a much lvider arca, and our new Sub Group
commenccd their financial activities with thcir very successful One Day School at
Nottingham. We have becn gLad to support our other Sub Groups to a greater or
lesscr degree as necessary.

Our Group continues in a healthy financial statc, and considerable amounts of our
accumulated rescrve are earmarked lor current and future projects

Philip Thamas, Hoft. Treasurer.
G. M. Undenl)ood. Hon. Auditor 
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BALANCE SHEET as at
Assets
Sundry Debtors
Balances ln hand:

Bank Current Account
COIF Charities Deposit Fund:
Main Group
Midlands & Anglia Sub-Group

Liabilities
Creditors: LA Neff VAT DDe

3lst December 1998

568.O2

6347.52
165.89 65t3.4i

432.25

7041.43
s7513.68

lmprint Seffices (Printing Winter '98
LOCAL STUDIES LIBR{RIAN)

Accumulated Surplus as at 31/ 12197,

64.59

111r.00 1175.59

brought forward 5737.3A
PLUS Slrrylus for I998, brought forward

from PROFIT & LOSS Account 600.79 6338.09
4Z!r3,6E

INCOME & EXPENDITURE A/C for the year ended 3lst December 1998
Income

36.09 Capitation from LA 4675.00
ExDenditure
NcttV.A.T. on Goods & Senices
LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIAN:
Printing & Distribution 2779.39
LESS Advcrtlsing and
Subscriptions 261.50
Committee Expenses
ofiicers Expcnscs.
Annual General Mecting
FAMILIA Seminar
McCULLA AWARD
Post,Telephone,Fax & e-majl
Statrcnery, copying & Printing
Membershlp Scrviccs
Local Studies Bibliography
Guidelin€s Working Par ty
Midlands & Anglia Sub-croup
Set up Expenses
Pa]'rnents to/on bch;lf of Sub Croups:
MidLands & Anglia 200.62

2517.89 AffiliatedMcmbcrs
1269.O2

44.50 Balance of Surplus
92.91 on Umbrcll-A 4
r660

201.05
211.Ia Bank Intercsl
323.30 COIF Chadties
51.41 Dcposllhrte.est:
4.35 Main Group 425.a7

152 75 Esstern ( now
Midlands & Anglia)

61.97 Sub Group 1l2a

t7 0a

885.O0

23.25

L6037.36

LESS Surplus on Nottingham
One Day School

Scottish
Welsh
LSL INDEX
LESS Receipts
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:
Hungarian Ljbradans Visit:
LESS Contributions from
Library Services Trust
International Croup
Other International Relations

133.39
67.23

217.43
8.a0
3-60 327.06

20.34
El3 12.01

,152.33

150.00
100 00 202.23

Expenses 63-98
s5591.22

SURPLUS for year carried foruard
to PROFIT & LOSS Account 44bJ4

16037.36

PROFIT and LOSS ACCOUNT for the year ended 31st December 1998
WorkingSurplusfor1998,broughtfoN'ardfromabove .. ..............146.11
ADD Consolidatlon of Balance as at 31/ 12l97 due on COIF Charitjes Deposit
Fund io Eastern (now Mrdlands & Anglia) Sub Group ......,. 154.65
GROSS SURPLUS for 199a. carried lorward to the Balance Sheet ... ....... €600.79
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ROUND THE BRANCHES

Our Scottish Branch, LOCSCOT, again organised Local Studies Week, thc dates
this ycar being 17th - 24th April. This ycar the thcme was 'Hcalth and Wellare'and
libraries large and small from all over Scotland took part by arranging cxhibitions,
talks and other activities examples included rcminisccnce sessions and quizzcs as
rvell as a co-ord inated scries of cxhibition s on the I 832 and I 849 cholcra epidemics
in libraries in the Highland Region. A national Programme of events was oncc again
issucd. In conjunction with thc Week, LOCSCOT's annual Day School and AGM
had the same thcme. LOCSCOT also provided a spcaker on 'digitisation' at the
Scottish Bran(:h/Group Da]. in May.

Thc North West Branch continues to organisc meetings and day schools. Over 50
peoplc attendcd one on digital imaging at Crewc on 12 May. Delegates included
librarians, archivists and musellms staff from outsidc the region as well as lrom all
over the North West. Thc morning programme included two software suppliers, HoLlse
of Imagcs of Blackburn and iBasc from Lccds. Both have set up imaging systems in
libraries and it rvas uselul to see two different systems together and to be able to
makc comparisons. Thc afternoon dealt !\,ith t$'o systems alrcady in Llsc in librarics-
lain Watson described thc Durham Record and Peter Kelly demonstratcd Lceds
Library's usc of the internet. ln view of the intcrcst in thc sLrbject the North West
branch is now hoping to set up a users group for digital technolos/.

Thc new Midlands and Anglia Braach held its first day school, on the subjcct of
marketing local studies. Elizabeth Melrosc presentcd the keynote paper on the need
for marketing and Patrick Baird described the work he did at Birmingham, mainly in
the field of publishing. All the dclegates then discussed thc barriers and solutions
to exploiting local studics with groups who find acccssing our materials difficlllt
cthnic minorities, children and young peoplc, housebound and thc visually and
physically impaired. In thc afternoon represcntatives from Nottinghamsh ire,
Leiccste.shirc and Dcrblishire dcscribed their publications programmcs- all wcrc
very diffcrent in approach and stylc ofproductions, but all sa$,thcir role as cxploiting
thcir coliections. Lastly, Sandy Norman liave a dotailed bl]t basic introduction to
the complex topic ofcopyright. Onc problcm for the Branch is the large geographical
area it covers, and this is a problem the committee n'ill address rvhen planning
future rneetings. Thc Branch hopes to produce a Newslettcr but this \\'il] tal<e time
to g(]t off thc ground.

In April thc London and Home Counties Branch hcld a Study Dal' on Local Studies
and the Nerv 'l'echnoloey u,hich was oversubscribcd: it was organised by their two
new young committee mcmbers. Other meetings at thc Guildhall and the British
Libr.iry Newspaper Library at Colir]da1e wcre also wcll supportcd and future meetings
are bcing planned at prcsent.

In Northern lreland, the LISC Local History Panel has becn active. Thc Union List
ol Bclfast Maps to 19OO was launched in Fcbruary and discussions are ongoing on
the bibliographical control of local publications, in thc light of thc fact that only
40o1, of Northern Ircland publications arc recordcd by the British Library. The Panel
plans to hold another Local History Week in 2000.

The Welsh Bratrch is restructuring foliowing the rctirement ofall the Branch Officcrs
at the same time. New Officers have norv bccn appointcd and future plans are being
madc 
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ALAN BALL LOCAL HISTORY AUIARDS 1999

The winners of thc Aian Ball Awards lor 1999 have recently been announced.
Established to encouragc local history pubiishing by public libraries and local
authorities, this is the fifteenth ycar they have been awarded.

The judges decided to mahe three Awards, thc maximum number permitted. In
addition, two other entries were Commended.

The Award Winners lor 1999 arc

London Borough of Southwark for Southtrark: an illustrated hislory, by Leonard
Reilly. Although the judges have commentcd advcrscly in previous years about the
oftcn unnecessary use of "landscape" lormat, this is a rare example of how it works
well, with its highly professional design and production enhancing the well written
and informative contcnts:
City of U/estminster for lteslminsler History ReDieLu, 2, an excellent example of a
local history journal.
Lancaahire County Council lor Leading the walj: a history af Lancashire's raads,
edited by Dr. Alan Crosby. This is a thorough and *'eil edited volume that is also
good value for money.

The Commcndcd entries are:

Leicester City Council lor ?he slory ofthe SaJf: a history ofthe Salfron Lane Estate,
,eicestea compiled by a local community group and edited by Cynthia Brown.
Somerset County Council for Some rset parks and gardens: a landscape history, by
James Bond.

Was your authority one of those who entcred this ycar? lf not, and you produce
publications of a good standard, $'hy not think about it for next year? For information
get in touch with Eric Winter at the Library Seivices Tn-rst, 7 Ridgmount Street,
London wClE 7AE (tel) 0171 580 8290 or 0171 636 7543, (fa-x) 0171 436721A,
(E mail) cric.wintcraala hq.org.uk

HAVE YOU SEEN ... ? some recent items ofinterest to local studies librarians

Creatan, H. Sources far the histary of London 1939 15: a guide and bibliographg.
British RecoId.s Association, 1998. 196pp. €12.50.
ISBN o 900222 12 3. IArchioes and the User na. 91.

The aim ol this Guide is to point out to the reader the enormous range of primary
sources available lor the period. Thc main section, in narrative form, consists of a
series ol sections dealing with aspccts of the subject, for instance civil defence,
evacuation, rationing and health. Various typcs of records are covered, together
with the places where they may be lound: these encompass a wide range of institutions
from the PRO and the London Metropolitan Archives to Institutions' own collections,
the Guildhall Library and various London Borough local studies collections. One of
the virtucs of this lvork, apart from its rvide range, are the fascinating quotations
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and illustrations given throughout. The second part of the book consists of a
Bibliography ol 962 printed sources, agajn arranged by topic: they range from
acadcmic studies to personal accounts of life in wartime London Almost all have
been seen by the author. To improve access lor the readcr there is an author index to
the Bibliography and a combined subject index to both the Bibliography and Gujde
To help the rcader furthcr there is a list of 'Usefui Addresses'which includes many
specialist repositories as well as details ofthe present London Boroughs local studies
collections the latter list indicates the constituent former authorities and this can
be linkecl to the map of the 1939 London local government boundaries The author's
pte\tions Bibliagraphu af pinted u..rcrks on London history to 7 939 was awarded the
1995 Besterman medal lor an outstanding bibliography. This equally expert work
should help all types of researchers in thcir quest for information about London
during the second world war.

winterbatham, D and Crosbg, A. The local studies library: a handbook for histoians
Bitish As sociation for Lacal History, 1998.119pp. El0 0O

ISBN I 86077 094 0.

For many local historians beginnjng a project the locaL studics collection of the
public library is the first port of call and lor those just beginning to study local
history it can seem a daunting place, despite the presence of welcoming and heLpful
staff. This book is intended in particular to provide for these newcomers an
introduction to thc use of local studies hbraries atrd thc tl"pe of matcrial they hold
Diana Winterbotham is an immensely experienced local studies librarian, having
been thc county Local Studies Librarian for Lancashirc lor over 20 years, and is
also weli known as a local historian, whilc Aian Crosby is one of the leading local
historians in North West England, both as a writer and a lecturer their combined
expertise has produced a very helpful and readablc work The first section dcals tith
thc local studies iibrary itself, with hclpful inlormation on acccss to materials via
catalogues and indexes, bibliographies and guides, with a comment on audio and
visual equjpment. Thcre is also a short section on how to get started, including
taking luil notes and rcferences, and a remindcr that wl-ren the research is finished
the librarian should bc toid, so that a copy might be added to stock preferably
donated. The rest of the work is devoted to sources to found in a library, with
comments on their valuc and use, and plenty of examples and illustrations. These
cover the standard stock - publishccl local histories, serials and newspapcrs, maps
and pians, audio and visual resources alld ephcmera. In addition, attention is paid
to the use of Census rccords and to the importance of other ofhcial records such as
parliamcntary papers, acts of Parliament and local government records Because of
ihe amount of local history.work in schools there is also a chapter intended for
teachers, dealing with choice of topic and thc use of specific types of sources by
chiLdren. Finally there is a section on copyright, a continuing bugbear these days
for local historians and librarians alike, which cxplains the situation briefly, including
the implications for classroom tcaching and the use of material in publications.
The.e is a short bibliography.

Over recent yea.s there havc been various books on 'doing local history' , though
some of them are rather too detailed for the iay beginner with their guidance on
original sources to be found in record officcs. This work is a weil written and readable
introduction emphasising thc important role of the library and its material at the
beginning of rescarch and it lvill be a uscful book for librarians to recommend to
new users. 
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NOTES AND NEWS

The Cornish Studies Library has organised a photographic competition for amateur
photographers. The subject is Science, engineeing andtechnologg in Comluall todalJ.
Any aspect of the topic may be chosen, illustrating, for instance, a principle, a
process or an activity, and credit will be given to those pictures demonstrating most
effectively the ways in rvhich scicncc, cngineering and technologr are part of our
daily lives and environment. A1l entries will be added to the stock of the Cornish
Studies Libfary. The competition is sponsored by a local hrm, rvhich hopes to use
some of the entries in its Calendar for 2000,

Lancashire County Library's Local Studies Collection, formerly housed at County
Library Headquarters. Corporation Street, Preston, has now been transferred to a
new home at Lancashire Record Office, Bow Lane, Preston PR1 2RE, tel. (01772)
261021 / 4O2O. 'lhis relocation has resulted from the local government reorganisation
of 1998 in which Blackburn and Blackpool bccamc unitary authorities and
necessitated a review of services provided by Lancashire County Council. One third
of the Local Studies Collection, approximately 40OO books, has been shelved in the
Record Ofhce's Search Room, replacing a Probate Index series for which a microhche
copy has been purchascd; thc originalvolumes havc becn transferred to Colnc Library.
The remainder of the book and pamphlct reference collection is housed in an office,
lormerly occupied by the County Archivist, which is also the new workplace for the
local studies staff. Enquiries are answered by staff on the Search Room enquiry
desk, who have access to the library's computerised catalo€aue, but for any complex
queries help is requested from library staff. The task of merging the two collections,
which has involvcd handling cvcry book during a stock checking process to enable
location codes to be altercd has bcen, as readers can imagine, a considerable challenge.
Now that stalf are settled in thejr new home, their r-r'ork rvill continue in adding the
Record Office's often unique material to the library catalogue and it is hoped that
both library and Record Office customers will benefit from the siting of two such
llne collections in one building.

Avoluntary Code ofDue Diligence which aims to reduce art theft has been launched.
This follows thrcc ycars work by a committcc formcd by thc Council for thc Prcvcntion
ofArt Thcit (COPAT), which included representatives from the LA Rare Books Group
as well as the art trade, the police and booksellers. Rare books, including of course
local works, are !.uinerable to theft. as many local studies librarians have lound to
their cost, and the Code covers good practice for both dealers and auctioneers.
Adherence to the Code will provide guidelines to dealers and auctioneers which
should reduce the sale of stolen items into the legitimate market, and provide a
benchmark against which dcalcrs and auctionccrs can mcasurc their own practices
should the title to any item come into question. For lurther information or a copy
ofthe Code, please contact COPAT on 0171 377 O2a2, orvisit the COPATwebsite at
www.copat.freesen/e. co.ult

A large collection of material docLlmenting the history ofAyton nea. Scarborough in
North Yorkshire has recentllr been donated to the village library by Philip Drury, an
81 year old former lccturcr at Chcstcrficld Collegc of Tcchnologr, who moved to
Alton on his retirement. During the next t\r'elve years he scoured every source he
could think of to compile the archive. These included the Borthwick Institute in
York where he found various church records and the will of a man who lived at
Ayton Castie in 1492, and the County Hall at Northallerton where he discovered
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various property deeds. He also trarvled through documents in Scarborough library
and at Ge iecord office in Beverley, making copies of everything pertajning to his
home area. The collection includes over 600 slides ofpictures old and new ofAyton,
and js kept in a filing cabinet which was paid for by Ayton Parish CounciL Mr'
Drrrry, who has also given numerous talks on the history of Ayton said that his
rese;rch was a wonderful, satisfying hobby, but as he hadn't touched the collection
for a few years he thought he would give it to the library so that everyone couLd see

it. Bryan Berryman of Scarborough library, the arca lnformation Librarian, in
accepting the collection lor the ljbrary, paid tribute to Mr' Drury's painstaking labours
in bringing the material together.

The National Monumcnts Record is about to embark on a major programme to
create an Internet home for England's listed buildings, thanks to a 93.09 million
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. This grant will allow, between now and 2002,
ihc production ofaround 36O,O0O new photographs covering every listed building in
England. These photographs will be taken by an army of amateur photographers,
co ordinated by tie Royal Photographic socie[', and the results will bc posted on
the internet to create one of the world's largest, free, on line picture libraries The
aim ofthe Images of England'project is to create a 'point in timc'archive of England's
rich and varied heritage, as it is at the dawn ofthe new millennium lt will provide,
for the hrst time, a sin€lle route of access to images and information about cvery one
of England's listed sites. Onc thing it *'il] do, perhaps, is to dispel the myth that
listed buildings are 'all churchcs and castles'by demonstrating the wide range of
listed structures, from country houses and palaces to tclephone boxes and lavatories,
and even a racing pigcon loft. Further information can be found on the Imagcs of
England website at www.imagesofcngland.org.uk or by contacting the National
Monuments Rccord Centre, Kemble Drive, Swindon SN2 2GZ.

Newsplan has also becomc the beneficiary ol a large Heritage Lottery Fund grant, in
this cise 05 mil1ion. Along u,'ith a furthcr €2 5 million to be raised from the newspaper
industry, supplicrs and thc library scctor, the arvard is to allow the preservation of
3,5OO fragile local and regional newspapcrs dating from 1800 to 1950 The ncwspapers
concerned will be microfiLmed to conser-vation standards - preservation microhlming
is the recognised international standard for the archiving of ne$'spapers and the
p.og..--i i" .t pected to take between three and lour years to complete- The3,50O
iitl"i *"t" identihed as those most at risk by the ten NcwsPlan regional pancls
during their work in listing every local and regional newspaper publishcd in the UK
and Ircland: the results of their work have been published in a series of directories
In addition the project will install 8OO microlllm rcaders, with disability access, in
libraries throughout the United Kingdom, for the bcneht of schoolchildren, teachers,
students and researchers. It also aims to make available, via the Inteinet, information
on library ncwspaper holdings, and to encourage studies into thc digitisation of
newspapers ftom microfi Im.

This is not local history as such, but you may knorv someone who can help' Fort
Hare University in South Alrica is builcling up thc ANC (African National Congress)
Archive. and ANC records from ail over the world, including Britain, are being
centraliscd there. when the organisatjon was banned in South Africa it moved its
headquarters to Zambia and established subsidiary organisations all over the gLobe

Aiter ihe 199.+ elections these were closed and documcnts were transferred to Fort
Harc. The collcction also includes the private papers ofANC activists and the records
of the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College, set up in Tanzania to cater for exiles
leaving South Africa after the Soweto uprising. The Fort Hare collection covers the
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whole range ofarchival and printed materiai. The University Library also inciudes a
large collection ol books on the history of South Africa, but suffers from the fact
that many books relevant to the history of resistance were banned and could not be
collected. The Library is therefore appeaLing for unwanted copies of balrned books
and other anti apartheid material which may turn up in British Libraries or in
donations of material. Please contact the Deputy Librarian, Yolisa Soul - the best
way is by email at Yolisa@lufhcc.ufh.ac.za

People
Congratulations to Ian Dewhirst, formerly Reference Librarian at Keighley, on the
award of an MBE in the New Year Honours List. This was for services to local
history. He is well known as an author and a spcaker and has made many tclevision
appearances. His output includes books, articles and a weekly newspaper column.
He still gives about eighty talks a year, and these get over subscribed! Every one of
his talks contain two phrases "you will find this information in Kcighley Reierence
Library" and "please donate any letters or papers to the Relercnce Library as they
form part olthe social history of the town". During his 24 years as Relerence Librarian
before his retirement in 199 t he was responsiblc for building up the town's exccllent
Local History and Archive collections and his inspiration has encouragcd and
provided resources lor othcrs in their research. Pauline Barfield, the prescnt Keighley
Reference Librarian. comments that if he follows his own advice and donates his
own papers to the library it will be one of the most important archives any library
could own.

We are sorry to report the sudden death ol David Cousins. Heritage Services Ofhcer
at Canterbury for Kent Arts and Libraries. David was a founder member of the Local
Studies Group committee and served in that capacitj, for some years- He was always
a supporter ofGroup activities and always came to see us when he was at Ulrlbrell-A
conferences. He was also involved with lhe Kent Biblioqraphu.

ACID FREE STORAGE BOXES
Hand made to order or

our standard range

C, RYDER
Denbigh Road, Bletchley,
telephone: 01908 375524

we are now able to offer
of 'KEEPSAFE. boxes.

A CO, LTD.
Milton Keynes, MK1 lDG

facsimile: 0 1908 373658

25



LOCAL STUDIES GROUP COMMITTEE 1999-2OOO

Chairman: Elizabeth A. Melrosc, Noftl-r Yorkshirc County Libraly
ViccChairman: AliceLock,'IamesideLibraries
Hon Sccretary: Patrick Baird, Birmingham Public Libraries
Hon Treasurcr: Philip Thornas, Birmingham
Minutes Secreta{': Diana Dixon, Suffolk
Memb€rshipSecretary: DouglasHindmarch,Sheffield Libraries
Hon Editor, LSL: Ian Jamieson, Newcastle upoll Tync
Lib Ass Councillor: Albert Hartlev, Warrlngton Borough Library
Membcrs:

Michael Dewe, AbcrystrtTth
Ian MLLxted, Devon Countli Library
Richard Pcars, Middlesbrough Borough Libraries
Philippa Stevens, Hanpshire County Library

Bt in.h rcprc\.rrir ive-.
London and Home Mick Scott, London Metropolitan Archives
Countics:
Midlands and Anglia: Joan Bray. Nottingh:rm City Library
North Western: Alice Lock. Taneside Librarics
Scottish: Don Martin, E:rst Dunbartonshirc Libraries
Welshr Malcolm Ranson. Carcliff
Northern Ireland: Linda Greent'ooci, reprcscnting the Lib ancl

h1f Sen'iccs Cour-rcil (Northern Ircland),
Locarl Histon' P:rnel

The Group also has.r Liaison Officcr at LA headquartcrs to keep us in touch with
itcms ofconcern. At present thjs is Jill Martin, who is thcrefore an ex officio member
of the Committe c.

As the 1-rumber of r::rndidates did not exceed thc number of vacancics, no election
was necessatv this vear.

As can be seen from the foregoing list, the Group has committee membcrs in most
parts of the country. If you have any ideas or suggcstions for meetings etc - or
indccd anvthing that you wish to bring to the attention of the Committec please
do not hesitate to contact your nearcst (r()tnmittee membcr or the Hon Secrctary'
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