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Edltorlal

One of the main matters of comment in the library world at the moment (apart
from the long-delayed opening of the new tsritish Library at St. Pancras) is the
Library and Information Commission report calling for a UK public library
network. For once, in a major report, local history matters get special attention.
being identified as one of the principal strands of content and service which will
pervade the networked public library. Here called community history'. the
authors point out the public libraries' long tradition of collecting ajld storing
material relating to the community and that use of these resources is already an
area of expansion in libraries. The list of contents and senices which can be
provided is given in arl article elsewhere in this issue. It is verv welcome for an
important report to recognise the vital worth of local studies and that IT can
play a major part in this: tlle question is whether it will happen and if so how
soon - the Public Library Network will be a very large and costly venture. l,ocal
studies librarians are not always very good in arguing their case for prioritJ'. but
if we want our importance to be recognised and facilities provided, we must do
so. There will be the need for provision of equipment, for digitisation. ard for
enough staff to organise our part of the network lor use by the public, and this
will also involve staff training. We must make our presence felt if we are to take
a full part in the Peoples Network.

The report lists various nonbook materials as part of our stock, and T?re L,isual
lrnage was our theme at Umbrell,A 4. Three of the papers presented there appear
in this issue, and others will be pfinted later, as they deserve a wider audience.
An article based on the successful presentation from Cloucestershire at
LIBTECH should also appear in the next issue. And, finally. Umbrell-A 5 is
coming in 1999, as announced on page 24.

Advance notice

The 1998 Ar.rirual Ceneral Meeting of the Local Studies Group wili be
held at l-A Headquarters on Lhe afternoon of Monday 23 March 1998.
There $'ill be an outside speaker and we hope that members of a
group of HungaJian local studies librarians on a study tour will be
able to attend. 'I'hcrc will be a buffet iunch before the meeting, for
lvhicb advance booking will be necessary. Put thc date in your diaJy
and look ou1 lor lurther detilils in the l-A Recorcl



PRETTY PIXELS:
Dlgttal Imagtng tn Klrkcsldy
Janet KIo.k

This paper describes the development of FOTOFILE, a digital image processing
system designed to meet the needs of public libraries and other organisations
with large colleclions of images.

East Fife Central Librarv. Kirkcaldy, has approximately lO,OOO photographs,
postcards, slides etc. with all the problems olstorage, conservation and exploitation
that such collections have. Unfortunately. very little had been done with the
collectjon over the years because of lack of staff and resources- Each photograph
had been stored in an archivally safe, clear wallet, negatives listed and numbered
and image numbers assigned. but lhat was about all. The collection was arranged
by place. i.e. town or village, and in traditional librarianship fashion. we worked
from the general to the specific, using alphabetical ordcr where possible. photos
were grouped by subject. e.g. schools, churches etc., but their actual placing
depended on staff rnembers individual interpretation ol the main subject content
of the image. where, for instance. do you file a picture showing both a church and
a school'? There was no index, which meant that people wishing to access the
collection had to relv on the knolvledgc and expertise of the library staff or just
browse through the images until thev found what they lvanted.

This was not too a.duous ifyou were looking for a photo of "Kirkcaldy High Street".
However. it became more difficult when the enquiry was subject based ior instance
an enquiry on fishing boats would mean searching many place files {e.g. every
harbour), and uith a coast iine ol about l2O miles it sometimes seems as if Flle
has a harbour every few lrards! One particular enquiry for "factory chimneys"
sticks in my mind as our area had linen mills. flax mills, roperies. linoleum
factories, coal mines and maltings - iLrst about every other photograFih had a
factory chimney in it.

This way of working alse had inherent dangers for the collection. apart from the
obvious dangers of missing a relevant photo: accidental damage to the photographs;
wear ard tear from corrstant handling: misfiling: and theft. It was also very time
consuming for stafl to carry out scarches and check and rcfile folders after members
of the public had been browsing.

When $ e started this projcct about four years ago there were few systems available.
cspeciall]' on a relativelv small scale. We had looked at various commcrcial
electronic cop]'ing systenrs but thcv mostly required the photograph to pass through
the machine or were rcslriclecl by the size of imagc thev could cope wilh: others
did not allou,'thc text or image to be allered or amended once it lrad bccn input,
and sonlc slrstems onlv copiecl black and white prints. Olhers coulcl put onlv
compariltivelJ'fe\v ima{es on a ccl rom :- this would have rre.l!-ll lhat olrr collection
rvould ha|e been on abolrt twelvc cd ronls. \ rich \\'ould har.e beelt as incottYenienl
as chccking filcs.

Other slstems li)r arran{iir{ and inde\in{ il)agcs all had disadvanlrrges lor



instance thcy might be too restrictive. too tirne-consuming. or too complex. We
had tried to use the same system as our local museum. but it became clcar we
were using our photograph collections for different reasons. and seeing direrent
things in the images!

The main problem. in lact. that rve found rvith all the svstems that rve looked at
wa$ inflexibility.

One of our aims has been to rnakc our collections of photographs more accessible
in the areas to which they refer but as it was very expensive to copy them for
branch collections we had to be selective. Human nature being what is. the
photos we copied were never the ones thc public asked for!

Our n€eds
In order to try to find answers to these problems my colleague and I were invited to
discuss the problems and needs of the photographic collection with Bob Bailey of
Optical Solutions, who was visiting the librarv, to see if we could find a solution to
the problems. We came up with a lisl oI our needs, which were:

. A system which did no1 require specialist photographic or computer skills -
neither my colleague nor I had either.

. A system that was easy for the public to use with minirnum help or instruction
f.om the stalT. No Dratter how brillianl a system, if it was time consuming to
explain to the public or required a degree in cornputer studics to operate it, it was
no good for us.

. A system that allowed lor fast, deiailed. elficient. accurate searches:

Bolh input and retrieval had to be easv
It had to be able to capture a varietv of media e.g. photos. slides negatives.

glass plates
- It had to take a variety oI sizes
- It had to support black and white, colour and sepia equally successfully
- lt had to allow for very detailed indexing
- It had to allow us to amend. add or remove images and inlbrmation
- It had to produce prints on demand

It had to allow for growth of the collection
- It had to aid decentralisation of the collection
- lt had to allow input to be done ovcr a considerable period ol time - this is
import:rnt because wc had no extra staff or funding lbr input and il had to
bc fittcd inlo the usual work ol the departmc:nl.

A solution

'l'hc result ol these discussions \\'as FOTOFILE. i:l uscr Iricncllv sJrstem lbr the
storage. rctrie\':rl and reproduction of inlages. It can l)e used \yith anv IBM comp.rtible
PC. 386.Jr beltcr. 8mb men'ro4'. 5O0k base tllemory and rur)ning iil somhz. Those
ofyoLr $'ith expe.iencc ol co[rputcrs will knotv thal this is il \,ery basic svstcm. Il'



you use the HoltJackson approval system on cd rom you may recognise the basis
of FOTOFILE. When we started it was state of the art, now it's old hat and we are
looking at upgrading the system. We were the test site for FOTOFILE and I have to
say tiere were very few hiccups.

It consists basically of a PC, a video camera arld a video printer. It was decided to
use a video camera lor a number of reasons:

. it allows for greater depth of image

. it is both quicker and more flexible than a scanner

. it allows capture o[ 3D items

. it can be ta-ken to photograph large images in situ, e.g. paintings in an art
gallery, special features in a factory, statues etc.

. it can home in on certain parts of an image quickl]' and with minimal
manipulation. e.g. a particular person, an architectural feature.

The system

FOTOFILE operares on lrvo levels -dala input and publjs--ascegs

Data inDut

we bought the system piecemeal - the Pc and software for text input, then t}le
imaging software ald compressor card, then the printer: the latter is capable of
producing both A4 and A5 images, colour and black and white on video paper-

A video camera is connected to the PC. To begin to capture and index an image all
that is required is to enter a record number- The image to be captured is displayed
on the monitor via the camera. At this stage the operator can make any changes
to the image required I.g. lighten or darken, reduce or enlarge, record only part of
the photo etc. When the optimum image has been obtained the photograph is
captured by a key stroke, "save image" It takes eight seconds to capture and
reproduce a vignette in the corner to show that the image has been saved. Once
tie image has been captured it cannot be manipulated. However. it is quick and
easy to delete Ore image and enter it again . This can be done as often as required
\Vilhout any storJge implica lions.

we havc gone for a good qualit]' working image. Anyone using our images for
publication, for example, $'ould require a photographic print. not a printout lrom
FOTOFILE. Howevcr. il the original is poor quality, the copy image rvill be poor
qualitv.

FOlOFILI'l captures black ancl lvhrte, s(pia and colour wilhor.ri irnv dillerence in
speed o[ captrlrc. ']']tc systen we havc at present, at ma-ximllln compressjon,
produccs lile sizes of 3Ok.



There are a number of input fields. We have printed sheets which mirror the
record input screen. \ .e use these for doing the indexing. This means text can be
entered by anyone with kevboarding skills. The llelds are as follows:

. Headings: Any number of indexing terms can be used, in anv order. The system
indexes any word in any field. The lerms aJe based on the teims used in our
local studies collection. We try to use popular terms, e.g. prams, not
perambulators.

. Title: Many photographs. postcards etc. which have been commercially published
have titles. One of these caused us a few problems in t}re test - .Looking over tlie
red paltiled roofs of Culross to the hills beyond the Forth". Never having expected
a title of these dimensions. the field was too small!

. Date

. Photographer

. Commercial publisher

. Colour. B/W or sepia

. Size

. Number of copies

. Added notes: This field is infinite and can be used to list names of all people in a
photo e.g. a barld or school class; tell the story behind the image or describe the
physical characteristics of tie print e.g. tear on left corner. We also use it to
record copyright. Once all the relevalt fields have been filled in Update records it.
There is then the option either to add an image or to go on to enter another text
record.

For ease of use the system allows text and image to be added separately and by
means of the record number married up. We usually input a number of text
records and then input the images, having found this to be the most time effective
method. There is a lacility to "browse the records lvithout images., so you c.rn
always check what text records have still to have their associated images entered.

The system is flexible, so information can be changed. added to or removed as
required - for instance if we find out the name of someone on the photograph it
can be added. If we discover a mistake, e.g. dating or spelling, it can be &ar.rged
easilv and the record updated.

The system als.J supports text records alone. It is possible therelbre to use this
svstem to record other items in the local studies collection ancl connect them w.ith
the image indexing. We pla.1 to input our press cuttings collectjon eventually.

Images are stored on the hard disk. A back up is made to magnetic lape alter
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every session. When we had input a significant number they were written to cd
rom. When sufficient changes or additions have accrued another cd rom is written.

Public access

As mentioned earlier. we wanted a system which members of the public could use
easily, with very little help from the staff. No text or image manipulation can be
done from the public access side. However. because of its speed and flexibiltty we
could very easily recapture an image for a particular request and delete it again
after printing.

FOTOFILE allows for very flexible, detailed search€s:

. anyword search - this allows anv field to be searched. Any number of indexing
terms caJr be entered to allow for very detailed searches. The system also has
both left and right hand truncation depending on whether you are using single
word searching or a string of search words. There is a facility for Boolean searches.
with -and". 'or", 'but not', but it is not necessary and is too difncult a concept for
members of the public to cope with. The same results can be achieved by typing
in t}le list of search terms.

. title

. photographer

. media

When the search is entered the indexing terms appear on the screen showing the
number of entries for each term and the combined result of the search. If only one
word has been used in the search it takes you into the index which displays the
number of images with this index term. The option is there to display the images.
The search works on the pnnciple of closest match. Ifyour search term does not
appear in the index you will be placed at the closest match - the system is designed
so that the searcher is always given a result. If on€ of the terms input does not
have a match in the index the searcher will be shown this but it will not alfect the
search, which will continue with the other terms. There is no limit to the size of
the search except the size of the database.

A typical time for search and extraction from a database of 12.OOo images is 2
seconds. Our system is set lbr I2,OOO images to allow for q\pansion: however.
FOTOFILE can take up to 1 million images without reduction in speed.

Thc results of the search are displayed on the monitor on a serics of screens
consisting of l2 vignettes each. The enquirer can then look at each of these
individually using the select option. This shows the imagc full screen size. There
is a further choice which allows him 10 see the text associated with thirt ilnage,
and hc can then return to thc screen and make a further selection or exit lrom the
enquiry. ll there are fewer than l2 imerges in the set this inforrnatioil appearrs on
the screen and the user is asked to acknowledAe the message. This is to indicate



that the vignettes irre blank by design, not accident. If there are nore tharr 12
vignettes lhe page up at\d page do.rn options a1low easy movemeilt to vjew all
images. One can nlove between pa€ies. vignctles. fuil screen and text option as
often as required.

Escape takes you back to the search sct and allows either for clearing the search
or refining it. Il the set is not cleared then the result of the ncxt search rvil1
include this sct.

Therc is also an option which allolvs the enquirer to browse all Ute images on lhc
database. Al1 images are again displayed on a series ol screeils oi \rigncttes $rhich
allow the enqlrirer to move lieely bctrveen screer-rs. selectinA images lor lull screen
licw and then back to the \.igncttes. This is very popul.rr rvith lhc public and
aliorvs a senice we could never gi\re vu'hen rve hacl to take original images out of
cabinets and liles.

For securit_V and cop]'r ight reasons copies cllnilot be made Irom the public access
side of the system. 'fhis is to prevent unlawlul and un.ruthoriscd copying. To
obtain copies tl-re selircher is asked lor the record nunrber thelr rcquirc. Copies
are made \-ia a vicleo printer using spccial coatecl paper imd copies can bc made
.A4 or A5. black and \.vhlte or coloured. FOTOFILE can notv priirt copjcs Llsing a
postscript prinlcr.

Evaluation

The project as it developed crcatcd various problems. buL thcre were also nany
adv.1nLages.

Problen]s

These l\'ere rnainllr rclalcd to resolrrces:

. There \\''as no additional lunding or siall lor this llrojcct ancl therefo.e it is taking
a long tifire to gel thc collcction copiecl. 'l-llere is an agcncy lvhich will do both thc
d:1ta inpLrt and irna.qc c:rpluring 1br you but jl is costll' ancl you lose a certain
amoLrnt of control o\,cr Lhc inputting.

. We werc unable to get anv._Qrarits lo help us. Tl-ris rnay havc bcen because at
that tilrc the syslem $'as nerv ilnci untried. lt was also bccatrse $'e r.vere committed
to thc project belbr e rvc :Lppliccl ibr lincling and lhc grilntmaking bodies may rvcll
have taken thc aLtitLlcle that this projcct $'oulcl go ahead even \\rithoul their help
ancl so passccl it o\,er in lilorrr or oLhcr. less iilllv col liiied schcntes-

. \\rc lriecl 1o eet lliulltcrs lrom local l]tuseums:rncl lillritrics. llLrt it.q:titr, lhc concepL
was too r)e\r. 'l'hc iclca of conrpuler s ancl local !iluclies also \v:lS iL clillicLllt concepl
Ior sonre Lo Lilkc in. \\,1)erf.rs lile\_\\olllcl think ltotlting ol s|cnclinq Lho(ls2tnals oD
:r,rLorrilLccl sYStenls lbr lil)riuics. Lhcy coLllal n()1 sec lltc allplicalion ofcontprrlcrs
io local colleaiio ''<. No$. ho$c|cr. the\.alo l(:llisc tlrc \.aLLlc olthe s\.siern.



Advanta[es

. the s]'stcm is quick and eas]' to use for both staff arld public

. It is economical of stall time: there is no more searching for photos. getting out
files and refiling.

. There is reduced handling of oriqinals and therefore reduced wear and tear on
thc collection

. Photographs can be copied and the originals returned to lenclcrs immediately

. The system is user lriendlv. The public have little dilliculty using it and it
allows unrestricted browsing which we could not allow before.

. The systcm enables Lls to generate income. as FOTOFILE .lllo\,vs us to provide
instant copies. This is particularlv important to overseas \.isitors, who want to
take prints away with them. lt is important, too. becausc we can no longer rely on
the sertices of thc council photographer. The cost ol'a print is t2.5O - cheaper
lh:rn lhc phnloqrapher can do it.

.'l'he s]'slem is ('alsv to use bv tlte \isuilllv impaired - simplc key strokes acccss
the colleclion ancl imagcs can llc seen llll scrcen sizc.

. Thcre is added securily as backups in dillerent lonnats are kept in diffcrent
buildings. The original collection is kept out ol the public areal. thc negativcs are
lilcd separatel)', thc magnetic tape is hcld in Library FIQ, and thc syslem designer
has a copy ol the cd ron).

. 'l'he flcxibility ol.the s]'stem will allow us to puL other itcl]ls liom the local
collection on to thc svstcnl e.g. prcss cuttings.

. When finances pcrmit it lvill be possitrle to dcccntralisc the collcction by providiDg
copies at oLher scn'ice points.

Concluslon

TIre tcchnical b.rckup is Ilrst cl.rss and includes a maintcnance contract, Optical
Solutions has a mirror irnirge of our systcm. so if any problcms arisc they can lle
rcplicated on the other sysLcm il nccessary. Holvever. I ltave to sa)' that anv slnall
problems \\,cre ironcd out in thc initial stages an(l we havc had no furthcr prol)l(:ms.

The systcm contilrues lo bc de\,('lopecl. Usin{ ITOTOFII-E yoLr c:1n prodLrcc yolrr
o\\'n ID cards - lbr insli-lrlce il vou ftln conccssion sclr(-'rncs clc. ancl \vitnt to lle
sLrre of voLrr clientclc.

i\ loLlch screen \lirsiorl is in cl(rclopntcnt \\ltich \\'ill Ltllo\\' ( (ltltilluous vic\\,illg.
{Julsicle tllc librlrn'l1ird lil)ran ol)Llring horlrs.



A Windows version has just been produced which we tvill instal when we update
the system.

I am aware that I have been able to give you only a glimpse of FOTOFILE alld its
potential. Should alyone wish to have a demonstration, we would be happy to see
you in Fife. or you may wish to contact the designer, Bob Bailey of Optical Solutions,
York, who is always happy to talk to people about their requirements.

Our photograph collections are unique and invaluable, but unless the public hav€
access to t}lem there is no point in having them. We have the technoloAy to both
presewe and exploit them. Use itl

Janet KIak is Incal Surdies Ltbraridn, FLJe Council Central Area Librdrtes
This paper was originally presented at Umbrell-A 4. Manchester, June 1997.

THE HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND AND LOCAL LIBRARY PROJECTS

As reported in previous issues of LSL, libraries involved with care of historical
documents and other items have been able to receive funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund. The Fund has now issued a booklet giving information about its
purpose. It points out that the preservation of historical archives is one of the
most effective ways in which the Fund can serve the needs of the future by
supporting projects ranging from major historical collections of international
importance to documents or photographs of purely local significance. Heritage
Lottery Fund grants are given to projects that shorv clearly that they are
contributing to our national, regional or local heritage and that they aie adding to
the public's enjoyment and aivaJeness of archives and special libraries.

There are some limitations. The Fund is only able to support capital projects
which have a clear beginning and end and which will result in direct improvements
to specific collections. archives and individual manuscripts. The hope is that
libraries will concentrate on significant projects. though small ones will be
considered - however, for projects costing under SIO,OOO their very special
importance will have to be shown. Libraries are reminded, too, that the whole
costs ofprojects will notbe covered there must also be some partnership funding'.
which may be in various lorms- Various examples of projects, large arld small. are
given in the booklel, and libraries are invited to find out if their project can be
fr ndcd by :-enclin r- lor a lr rll C r ridr ljncq a nd Appljc.r lion j,ack to t he Hcrjia qe Lon ery
Fund, T llolbein Placc. London SWIW 8NR (tel. O 171 591 6000).

lf you have any pet projects \r.hich are looking lbr firndjng, and which are not
simply rouline repairs and maintenance, it could be worth linding out more.



VIEWS OF THE PAST:
locatlng topographlcal drawtngs
Bernard N]uJse

Not man]' local studies libraries collect original drawings. but they do collect
copies, use them in publications and slide talks, and as a source for anslvering
queries about what a place, building (). monument for example looked like.
Drawings can be diflicult to lind as they are often widely scattered in marll.' different
institutions. and librarians do not have the time to search lor them.

From the user's point of vierv the situation is a complete maze: and to save time
picture researchers tend to go for views that have already been published. Some
idea of the scale of the problem can be seen from a study of Sussex which is in
progress. Some 45OO topographical illustrations of the county before 1850 have
been recorded so far in the main l6 institutions. Of these about 23OO are inside
the county and,22OO outside. although one large collection in the British Library
accounts for much oI the latter. There are good reasons why illustrations are so
widely dispersed. Thev were often the result of commissions by wealthy collectors,
arld so have ended up wherever the private collection ended up, or they were kept
by the artist for engraving or making copies. In either case mary would eventually
be sold at auction and dividcd up in numerous lots.

Sir Howard Colvin, thc architcctural historian, made the initial suggestion in
1958 to the Council for British Archaeology that they compile a guide to
topographical collections in British libraries, art galleries and museums. The
inevitable questionnaire followcd. and the returns were as usual incomplete and
varying in quality. Nobody had time to follow them up until Maurice Barley took
on the task in 1969. LIe was prompted by the discovery of drawings by Sir Henry
Dryden. the Victorian arlttquary. at St. Magnus Cathedral in the Orkneys as well
as others in the British Library. the Isle of Man and Northampton public.library ,

and by thc fact thaL nonc of these bodies was aware of thc collections held by the
others.

Apart from thc largest collections in the British Library and the Bodleian. Barley
surveyed them all person.llly in a se.ies ol itineraries around the countl/ over a
period of 4 years. The Grrr<le to British'fopographiccrl Collections that he wrote and
the Council for British Archaeolos/ plrblished in 1974, therefore has a consistency
and comprehensiveness rvhich directories edited lrom questionnaires rarely show.
Originally he hoped to name lhe paisl'res to which all thc drawings related. but
he soon realised that this lvas an impossible task and in the end listed only the
counties. He also suglqested to the National Monuments Record that the], should
adopt a long term policy of photographiilg every item in each collcction. only part
oI one collection. the Pctrie collcctior. \.vas in lact copi(:d, $'ith the help of the
auction housc th.rt $,as selling it. Twenl-"- years latcr in his autobiography. Barley
said a second edition had becn inten(lcd. $ith additioDs and (orrections. but
other l.rsks inte.r'enc(l.

A second edition \\'ould bc e\lremelJ trsclirl: local au(llorities haYe changed
boLlilclaries. collectio|ls iravc nr()\'ecl localion. anal rlc\\'acclLlisilions ltirr.e been made
slncc lbc Iirst editiorr Realisin{ thill }ris carlicr sLrQgcstion oI the NLrtion.rl
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Monuments Record copying everything was impracticable, he later proposed that
the county Sites arld Monuments Records in local authority Planning departments
should include drawings. Obtaining the fundtng for this marginal activity in
planning terms is likely to be diflicult, but it could happen for a few historic
towns.

Barley recognised that his guide was only a starting point. It recorded the collections,
the artists represented arrd the counties covered. His notes and the responses to
the questionnaire are deposited in the Society of Antiquaries' Library, arld add a
little to what was published. A national initiative to photograph or list all individual
topographical drawings would be welcome. but the scale of the undertaking makes
it unlikely ever to be financed. Future d€velopments are more likely at the level of
collections or local areas. A large number oflocal exhibitions have been organised
and books written which have drawn attention to selected items: one of the best,
Ptctwesqte Chester: the CtttJ in Art opened in June at the Grosvenor Museum.
However, in this article I shall concentrate on some work in progress which is
more wide ranging in nature.

The largest national collection of drawings is in the Department of Manuscripts of
the British Library. However. as there is no general place name index since
Madden's catalogue which was published in 1844, the searcher has to visit the
department or look through the volumes ofcatalogues to the additional manuscripts
which cover roughly each five year's accessions. This should change in future, as
lottery funding has been grant€d to automate the catalogues, witi the prospect
eventually of remote access via the Britsh Library OPAC.

Also starting soon with the help of the Getty Grant Program is the Society of
Antiquaries' project to catalogue the drawings collection. A full time cataloguer
will start ihis autumn on a three yeai contract: some part time work has already
been carried out on collections ofarcha€ological drawings. After considering various
databases the French museum software, Micromusee, has been selected as the
most appropriate for this particular purpose alrd the best value for money. The
priority is to catalogue those items which are not catalogued alrd to enhalce the
quality of the record for those that are inadequately catalogued (which is most of
them), before considering the use of imaging. Eventually, like the British Library,
the intention is to allow free remote acc€ss. The Society s current library catalogue,
using OLIB software. should be on the lnternet by the end of 1997, hosted by t}le
Archaeologr Data Service at York Universify, and the two catalogues will be linked
later. The Society has also applied for lottery funding to retrospectively convert
the printed books catalogue and subject index, and to extend the catalogue to the
topographical prints.

The most ambitious programme in this field in progress at the moment, and one
that includes imaging. is the Corporation of tondon's Data Imaging Project, or
COI-DIP for short. This is a remarkable initiative of the Libraries and Art Galleries
Dcparlment developed to coincide with the opening ofthe ncw Guildhall Art Gallery
in 1998. The intention is to digitize images ofall4000 oil paintings in the Permanent
Art Colleclion as well as over 3O,OOO prinls and drawings from lhe main London
topography collcctions in the cuildhall l-ibrary Print Room. Every item included
is bcing photographed in house onto 35n1m or larger colour slides, digitized
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commercially onto Photo-CDs and inserted into a database. The judgement was
made that at present digital cameras cannot provide as good a quality image as
conventional film. The Corporation will also end up with an extremely valuable
bank of images on long lasting fflm, which can always b€ drawn upon as digital
technolog/ changes.

The Guildhall Library already has adequate scholarly catalogue records of each
item, which are being converted into electronic format as part of the general
retrospective conversion for all collections, i.e. Printed Books, Manuscripts and
Prints and Drawings. Those records which are available can be used for the
coLDIP project, but much of the production team s work (employing four out of
eight siaff) is in subject indexing and creating records which carl be retrieved via
a new visual information system. The effort will mal<e the collections accessible
in a way which only new technology can offer. The qualiry of image is quite
remarkable, so that there will be no need to consult tie originals for most purposes

The Sussex project. which has already been mentioned, is a pioneering enterprise
of tl-e Sussex Record Society which is planning a centenary volume in 2OO1 entitled
Sussex Deptct'd,: topographical illustrations beJore 1850. The end date was chosen
to coincide wit}l the development of photography. I am grateful to John Farrant.
one of the two compilers. for some advance information. An inventory of pictures,
i.e. paintings and drawings, but not prints, will be published on computer disc
with a printed guide. The guide rvill contain chapters on patronage, major themes
and subjects, and biographical accounts of the top l3O or so artists responsible
for more than 5 pictures. with tie locations of their works.

So far the compilers have identified 560 artists by name or monogram who are
responsible for 85o/o of the pictures, the remaining ones being unsigned or
unattributed. One artist. S. H. Grimm. was responsible for more tharl 1OOO.

dating from the l77o s and 8O's, which are in the Biitish Library. Not unsurprisingly
the localities depicted are the top tourist sites. The most popular scenes were of
Hastings beach, castle and churches (736): Hastings was home to Sussex's largest
artistic community. B.ighton beach. seafront and Pavilion comes next with 713,
followed by Lewes witi 264. This shows up one of the problems with dealing with
drawings, the repetitive nature of many of the subjects and the difficulty of
identirying what is of value to any particular researcher. There is still much to do
in Sussex especially in locating private collections. and searching other collections.
However a remarkable amount has been achieved already and when published
the volume and disc should provide aII invaluable starting point for researchers
and a useful model for other areas.

So, despite the difficulties of dispersal. limited progress is being made in recording
drawings and making them better known. I should be interested to hear oI any
other initiatives to catalogue collections. any vieivs on producing a revised edition
of Barley s Guicle or anv local attempts to compile a comprehensive guide similar
to Sussex. Other county historical or record societies could be encouraged to
consider this.

Bernard Nurse Is the Ltbr.tricut, Socteta oJ AnticlLLaies oJ I'nndon.
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YORKSHIR.E TELEVISION VIDEO HISTORY PROJECT
Michael Scarborough ruith ltank Harnb , Yorkshire TeLeDiston: ed TonA Thompson

gueen Victoria was still on the throne, Gladstone was Prime Minister, wireless
was in its infalcy arld the Boer War had yet to be fought when Mrs. Kay Sharp
was a girl. And when the centenarian from Scarborough recorded on video tape
her childhood memories of what life was like at the North Yorkshire resort. she
painted as vivid a picture as any illustrated history book could possibly contain.
"She was absolutely incredible for lO4 years old - so alert arld quite staggering in
her knowledge of local history" declared Frank Harris, Coordinator of Yorkshire
Television's Video History Project. "We recorded her for more than an hour. The
World War One bombardment of Scarborough was amongst her recollections - also
described by two or three other elderly Scarborians. but non€ so lucidly."

Many elderly people have good tales to tell and they tell them well. It's not just
that significant experiences are remembered vividly but. in retelling these to
children, grandchildren, friends and even strangers, they will have honed their
choice of words and sense of timing to a line art. But lhere is, of course, more to
it than that for they are not just telling stories but preserving history - and a
history which, too frequently, has been inadequately recorded by archives. books.
documents and traditional research. Sadly, much ofithas not been recorded at all.

That's where tie Yorkshire Television Video Project has come in. Seven years ago,
three of us at Yorkshire Television saw excitement and value in recording the
memories of ordinary Yorkshire people, not in order to make programmes, but so
that we could build up ai archive that in twenty, thirty or fffty years time would
give historians a fuller picture of the twentieth century. "Do you remember the
war, grandma?" is an important question, but so is 'What was a doffeP" or 'What
was childbirth like in the l93os?" or 'How did you plough a furrorv with horses?"

There is no end to such questions arrd over six years of recording. some of them
have been arlswered, but many more have been suggested. Philip ofKnaresborough
told us what it was like to deliver ammunition to First World War trenches from a
biplane. Brian of Mount Tabor talked of the hardships and excitements of a small
boy's first days in a West Riding wool mill. I\'y remembered being in sereice and
recalled the tyranny of the Head Butler. When we set up our cameras at the Creat
Yorkshire Show. we got moving accounts of East Riding and dales farming from
the men who ploughed the larrd and the women who ran the farmhouses. The
history is all there, it s just a matter of going out and getting it.

'Just a matter of getting it' makes it sound easy, but when t}te Video History
Project started in 1989. there were important questions to ask about how it should
be done. It might seem too obvious now, but we had to ask what seeing a person's
face added to the understanding a historian might get from listening to a taped
voice - to well-established oral history. Six hundred and fifty hours of recording
later weve got our answer watch Herbert Pickle's face when he talks about being
left ha-rded in a 1920s school and you grasp vividly what he went through. Watch
the eyes oI the women talking about early health experiences or $'orking in the
mills and you gather more than the voice alone can tell. Watch sadness and
stoicism in the expressions of those who battled the vears of the Depression and
you'll learn more than the statistics and Parliamentarv reports can ever tell.
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The Video History Project was the idea ofJohn Fairley, tl.en Director of Programmes
at YTV and now tie Company's Managing Director. He had seen something similar
in New York. The Project was set up by Frank Harris, who was just retiring as
Head of the Audio Visual and TV Centre at the University ofYork, and YTVS Senior
Education Officer Michael Scarborough now retired but still actively involved.

We didn't want to make this project a massiv€ production exercise - making
programmes would not have been the right approach - but we did want it to be
something of a community venture. We have equipped the project with three
camera units {each unlt has a SVHS camera, a light. a tripod and a microphone)
and these are available to community groups who identify local people with
experiences which should not be lost to time. with a little training in handling a
camera and in interview techniques. most groups could record good material.
One group recorded valuable accounts of Grimsby lishermen. another brought
together new information about farming in Lincolnshire and about wartime bomber
stations. In Sheflield a group focused on the city's well established Somali
population and in Bradford, Asian children recorded their parents' first impressions
of the black and sooty stieets of Bradford half a century ago. Amongst all these
there are unexpected gems - you can't get better Yorkshire dialect than when
veteran cyclists Bill and Donald talked about trips to Ma Braithwaites "whose
cakes were rightly famous."

Little of what we have recorded is about great ev€nts and famous people, but then
neither is history only about that. Future historians, if they wallt to get anlthing
like a true picture, lvill need to know about tie thoughts, experiences, hopes and
disappointments of those who might. on the face of it, seem nobodies, but in fact
are far from that.

Of course, the project can't record everybody; there isn't time. We cant always
find community groups to do the recording alld must, the two of us now involved,
meet individuals in their homes. But in the six years rve have archived copies of
650 hours of recording in the West Yorkshire Archives strong room on Canal Road
in Bradford. we've also set up a viewing room there and a computer programme
ISTRDC which gives arl easy search for anything on tape - if you want to know
about schooldays, you'll find something; ifyou are interested in prefabs or building
reservoirs in Nidderdale, there's information, and even something as recent as
reactions to the building of Shefffeld's Supertram will become the history of the
future.

So how do people react when confronted with a camera lens? Some of the elderly
are a bit perturbed initially. Frank admits. But he gets round the problem by
sitting in a chair lacing elderly interviewees, with the camera on a tripod behind
him. He also tries to avoid using bright lights arld, once they start talking, people
soon tend to become oblivious ofthe equipment. A high quality microphone is also
used, so it doesn't have to be pushed under their noses. On the other hand, Frank
finds that children become remarkably professional in front of a camera and are
quite uninhibited compared with older generations.

The project needs to know about people whose experiences should be caught before
they are lost. we can t always know where these people are: we can't assess the
significance of memories for lhat is properly the business of historians, but there
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is always someone in a community who has a hunch that someone is worth
recording. Someone who knows i}Iat Mrs. Harker can tell a good few tales about
the corner shop she ran." or 'Bill Feather will keep you going for hours. lf you
know someone like that, the project needs to know.

For further information contact Frank Harris, The Coordinator. Video History
Project, telephone 1O19O4J412444 or $,rite to him at the Video History Project,
Yorkshire Television Ltd. The Television Centre. Leeds LS3 IJS.

This article is based on the paper Fr@nk Haffis gdDe at .rjoint sessiien at Umbrell-A 4
n Manchester inJune and on tLDo articLes, both the copAright of yorkshlre ?eleDision,
to who'n manA tho'nks. TonA Thompson is edttor oJ the AudioL'isual Li.brartan, in
Luhrch this drticle also oppears, and Lo Lthom acknolxledgfitent is made.

ARCHTVING OF ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS

One of the Group papers at UmbreltA 4 was presented by Peter Ingham of the
Ordnance Survey. It was very well received arld the speaker answered many
questions from the floor: there was particular concern about the OS archiving
policy. Coincidentally, as a result of concern expressed at a day school organised
by LSG s London and Home Counties Brajlch, the Branch Chairman wrote to tlle
ordnance Survey for information. The following helpful reply was received from
Don Snowshill. lncal Government Account Manager. Our tha-nks to the L & HC
Branch lb. taking this up.

Ordnance Suwey has a single national agreement with all local authorities
which provides for all their core mapping needs. Each authoriry is entitled to
receive full cover and regular updates of our l,and-Line, 1: I O,OOO raster, ADDRESS-
POINT. OSCAR and Boundary-Line data products. Authorities may if they wish
receive paper Superplan maps in lieu of Land Line data and l: I O.OOO paper maps
in lieu of 1: I O,O0O raster data.

The Coplright licence which is also provided as part ofthe national agreement
allows use of all Ordnance Survey information in all departments of the authoriry.
Thus all local authority libraJies can in theory access and use all this information
although they too are bound by the terms ofthe standard l,ocal Authority Copyright
Licence. ln each local authoritv the agreement is administered by a nominated
ordnance Survey Liaison officer, and he or she would be the obvious point of
contact for any local authority librar!' wishing to access Ordnance Survey
information.

In theory, then. local autho.itl, libraries could create and maintain arl archive
of Ordnance Survey information. In practice I kno$' that it is not always possible
to establish the necessary arr.ingements with the parent authorilies and there
may well be dilliculties in obtaining from them paper plots oI the required quality
for libra-ry a-rchives. On the oiher h:rnd. some librarics have looked to the future
ancl providcd terminals linked to the computer slrstem oI the parent autho.ity to
pro\'ide access to the full clata archivc stored by the authoriq.'.

i should poir-rt out that non local aulhority libraries cannot benefit frolr thc
national Local Authority agreerlrenl and cannot access inlorrratiort in this !vav.
As fal as I arr a\!'atre there are no ( orJrpllrable airangements lbl norl-local authorit-v
libraries- 
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THE PEOPLES NETWORI( AND LOCAL STUDIES

A good deal of comment has already appeared since the publication. by the Library
and Information Commission, of New librdry: tle PeopLe's neturork. This report is
concerned with the need to harness information technolosr to help serve the
needs of the library user in the future. and urges the setting up of a Public Library
Network to provide access to the general public's information needs, whether it be
for education and lifelong learning. for business purposes. or as a gateway for
citizen communication.

One of the main possibilities il envisages is what it ca-lls community history - arl
area in which libraries support both the acquisition of knowledge and a sense of
community - and it is recognised ttrat through a unique tradition ofstoring archives,
records. maps. photographs aid film, public libraries have long been custodians
of the people's identity and the community's self-image, and tl"e fact that use of
these resources is already an area of expansion in library usage is clearly stated.
The report goes on to say that in local history, public libraries house unique
collections. and that digital technologies will allow such collections - which are
largely paper-based to be converted into new formats: these will mal<e the material
more widely accessible arld will also facilitate security and conservation of the
original documents. The report then details what local and family historians can
expect to be able to access via the proposed network:

. unique local collections networked nationally

. digitised collections of archives such as records of births, marriages and deaths,
and local newspapers

. digitised collections of maps ald photographs of streets, villages, towns arld
cities

. catalogues of local history libraries across the world

. catalogues of public record offices

. Visits to virtual social history exhibitions created by libraries. museums and
galleries

Examples of all of these things can already be found on the Internet, but the
report proposes that they shall be available for access in all libraries arld a.chives.
Thus this information will need to be supported by a ralge of services in support
of communiLy history, which will include:

. interactive communications with specialist libraJians and archivists

. use of neLworked learning packages related to genealog/ and famiiy history

. access tO genealo!}r research services

. community publishing of personal stories and local histories

. the capacity to contact and participate in commllnity history societies

. e-mail links to newspapers

NeLD LIbrarA: the People s ivetuJork, then, clearly identifies local historjr as an
important area of se.vice in the netlvork, and in the Summalv oI Recommendations
calls for a progrinme to digitise local/special collections in publjc libraries and
the delivery oI other cligiliscd collecLions frorn the national libraries, mLrseuDrs
and galleries, aid from other partners.
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There are, oi course. many otfler subjects considercd in this report. including the
setting up of a Public Libralv Networking Agency. This would nced to be at ieast
partly government funded. and a period oI seven years lor tl]e creation of an
infrastructure is suggested. Sorne estimated costings are given, and problems of
management and copyright are also considered. lI you are interested in the
development of inlbrmation networks in the public sector generall1,. this report is
well worth looking at.

This report, then, u'ithin its general remit. includes local history sources as an
important part of any library network. There seem to bc two nain concerns lbr
local studies librarians. 'l.tre first is the level of priorit_v given in librarics to the
digitisation ol local history naterials comparecl \rith, lor insta]rce. the provision oI
a service lor business. while the second is tl-rat of provicling sufficient trained staff
to help users get luli benefit from the netrvork. It is up to local studies libraJians
to makc sure. in the luture planning and implementation ol a net\vork, that iibrary
managers are made (and kept!) aware of the need 1or 1l-re local studies collection to
be givcn access as an integral part ol the systen. After all, the report's aulhors
see community history as a principal strand' of the netu,'ork.

NeLu Llbtary: lhe peopLe's netlDork. Libtary c.nd l\fornation Conlmission, 1997. 142 pp.
!25.00.''LisreportisalsoaNailableonliteatlTtpp://tDtt:ta.ul<oln.ac.uk/sentices/Iic/
rreulibrdry

THE DOROTIry MCCULLA MDMORIAL AWARD, l99a
This is the l,ocal Studies Group s own
arvard ancl is prescnLcd annually to thc
mcmbcr rvho, in the opinion of the
Committce. has contributed most to
local stlrdies librariansllip- This year
Lhe r\rvzrrd consists ol Cl00 and a
cerLilicirtc. and nominations are in\,ited
lrom members. chief librarians and
,rr'r-vone -l<- \\'irh :r :-uiliLle rrominee.
l,asL J.ears nominations were oi a high
standard :rncl all ol thcm mct the
jJ lq,. c r' ri.' ol L-o,) l or.r,rll -crvic.
pl o\'isiol-r. e\cellent prolnotional worlr
J r,l irn"\.rriorr: r'- lr,,p" Jor u
substanlial rcsponsc irg:rin lhis )'crar.
For infolnriltion allorrt lhc -Awarcl. ancl
a noI]lin:l1ioll 1orln. l)lcase \\,rile to
Patricli flaird. Ho . Secrclaiy. l-ocal
Sluclics Group. Local SLudies:rnd
HisLory. Birrringh.un Ccntr.rl Librar].,
Chanlllerlain SqrLarc. Birmingl-rani
Il3 3lle). NorninalioI1s shoLrlcl lle
srrbnrilie.l l)v N4rrch:ll l9!)8

Thc 1 99 2,\I.(]lrlkl r\ tr.r..1 Lrur|.r l.or,\I.ar(l
bL:n\q tt.:111!.tl rfirl rltrr (tr{itul li! /)i.rJrn
llilrlr.brrll.Jn,r'|.,, n. rl{, /;sr rr,.ilrrarr.
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FRENCH LOCAL STUDIES CATALOGI'E ON CD.ROM

The fruits of scveral Vears cooperation between libra.ies in the Lower Normandy
region havejust .rppeared on CD-ROM. It is the end-product ofa project in which
Alain Girard, our colleague in Caen Libraries was closely involved in the J.'ears
before his recent Llntimcly death.

A union ca-rd catalogue of local history titles in a number of collections in the
region lvas distributed on microliche some time ago. Now, digitised and enlarged.
it lorms a database of some 55.0O0 titles which can be searched by title keyrvords.
author, place of public.rtion, date of publication and library. Boolean operators
and wildcards ciln be uscd. searches can be saved and combined and indexes of
terms can be bror.vsed. The contcnts covcr the holdings of some twenty libraries
in the departmcnts which make up the region. including public, university and
ecclesiastical libraries, archives. museums and documentation centres. Subject
searching is lirnited. being confined to title worcls but nevertheless this is an
impressive example of cooperation at a regional level rvhich Britain could well use
as an inspiration lbr sinrilar projccts.

Besidc the catirlogue there is inlbrmation on individual collections including a
history of each institutior-t and a total of about 1O0 images of treasures froDl r]llrny
of the libraries. although the local significancc ol somc of the iDrages is not alwavs
clcar, perhaps bccause thcy werc Laken from tltc publication Patrimoine cles
bibltollriques de France. r,ol.9 (19951.

A second edition ol the CI)-ltoM is planncd, extending the database with rel-erences
1o almost 3O,OOO perioclical art.icles rvhich have been inclucled in the annual
Bibliographie nortnande since 1950. There will also be a second database of more
than IOO.OOO prc-l90t titles held in si{ municipatl libraries in the region.

Details: Liures anciens cl ciocuncntalion regionale en ,9a-ssc-Alormandie: calalogue
collectif cles ouDrages conserue-s dans les bibliotheqLLes. Edition 1997.
Centre R€gionalc des Lcttres dc Basse-Normandie. l4 nrc des Croisiers, I4OOO
CAEN, France. Internct http: / /w\mv.inlo.unicaen.frlbnum/CIiL/.
Pnce 25OF-r + I 1.sOFr p&p rvithin Francc.

Mininlum reqrlircments: Windo$'s 3. t or 95. PC486SX33, 8Mb IIAM. 2OMb lrce
hard clisc spacc.

/an M6lyled is iocal Studics Libraian. DeLtott Libran./ Seruices
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IIAVE YOU SEEN ... ?
some recent iteEs of hterest to local studles llbrarlans

Aston, M. Cineno,s oJ Cotnden. CafiuTen leisure attd ConwtunttA Serutces, 1997.
79pp. f6.5O (f'8.25 bA post) - ISBN 4 901389 88 9.

The history of Camden's cinemas, past and present. After a short historical
introduction each cinema is dealt with individually, giving as much information
as carl be traced. The arrangement is chronological by date of opening. starting
with the Dara (later the Fan). which opened in 1908 and closed in 1917: the last
in the list is the Curzon Phoenix. which opened in 1987. The amount of information
varies, but includes changes of name and usually a photograph and/or a poster.
There is an index to cinemas and a list ofreferences arld further reading. There is
also a useful location map which helps readers see where the main clusters of
cinemas aJe or have been located. Altogether 5l cinemas are described. In rec€nt
years a number of surveys of cinemas in various parts of t}te country have been
issued: this one. as usual with camden's publications, is well produced arrd is
good value.

Maned, I, conTpiLer. I4 pursuit oJ DeDon's history: a guirle Jor Local historians in Devon.
DeDon Books, 1997. 12opp. 57.95. ISBN Oa61ru 917 3.

This is a vide-ranging guide for local historians in Devon. As the compiler notes,
as lrcal Studies Librarian for Devon he has for some years been compiling leaflet
guides on local studies resources in libraries in the county and felt that it was
time to ex?and and improve these: this volume is the result. Clearly the result of
much thought. it has become a cooperative venture, though the work clearly owes
much to Ian Maxted's own expertise. The intention is to guide historians in where
to look and what to look for in the millions of records that exist in libraries,
archives and record offices both inside Devon and further afield. To this end the
book starts with a brief summary of such useful sources oI information as libraries,
bookshops arld courses, arrd tl.is leads on to a section on'Resource Providers',
which includes addresses of libraries. The main section is. however, that on
'Historical Sources' which as well as dealing with the usual printed, aichival arld
visual sources also reminds users of the importance of national records such as
Hansard: this section takes up the major part of the volume. There is then a
section on sources for particular topics such as the history of buildings and family
arld population history. Section 5 deals briefly with such techniques as indexing
and the use of computers, while Section 6 covers the work of local history societies,
and includes guidance on setting one up. The final chapter gives sound advice on
writing local history. and forms of publication. This work is a guide to sources for
historians. not a bibliography. but there are copious references to sources offurther
information. It has been prepared in conjunction with the Devon History Society
and is an essential aid for anyone researching the history of Devon. It is well
produced on good paper with a substantial card cover and is excellent value - the
kind ol publication which many other libra.ies might consider for their area.



IncaI IlLsLory Mtni - Ouides to sources. Nos I - 6. West Sus sex CountV Council 1994 7.

cL.OO each.

The first six in what is intended to b€ a continuing series. these arejointly prepared
by West Sussex County Library Sereice and West Sussex Record Office. The subjects
are wide-ranging in scope - these six titles include three on towns (Bognor Regis,
Crawley arld East Grinstead), Railways, Family history and West Sussex at War,
1939-45. Intended for the general public most of them present their section headings
in the form of questions. Each gives a useful list of sources on the topic. These
attractively produced leaflets. eight or twelve pages in length, should appeal to
enquirers and are a good example of increasing coop€ration for the benefit of
users. with a diff€rent aim from the Devon volume reviewed above. they are a no
less valid approach to reader serwice.

Euans, E- J and Crosbg. A.G. TtfLes: Mqps, Apportionments and the 1936 Act: a
gutde Jor local historians. 3rd reu ed, Bntish Association Jor IncdL Hi-story, 1997.
7qpp. Sa.OO (BAI-H nLembers f,5.50). ISBN O 85033 741 O.

This is a much enlarged edition of a standard work. Tithes were a contentious
subject in rural society over many years until in 1836, with the Tithe Redemption
Act, tithes were converted into rent charge payments based on the prevailing
price of grain. The Act, therefore, was of major importance and this work attempts
to provide a straightforu/ard explanation of the Act and its effects- It is clearly
written with the laFnan in mind. The first part of the book. in fact, - the historical
introduction to the pre 1836 period, the section on the provisions of the act and
on how it worked in practice, and the chapter on tithe maps as source materials -
are repeated from the previous edition. The major change is the addition of a long
chapter {occupying nearly half the book, in fact) on the practical value to local
historians of tithe maps and apportionments. This includes the practical
considerations of looking at and comparing maps and their accompanying
documents, and examples of different typ€s of studies in which they car be used.
Topics covered include field names and field patterns, land use information and
land ownership and occupancy. There is also a short new appendl{ on tit}re bans.
The work as a whole is in a different format aIId is more clearly lajd out and easier
to read, rMith some additional illustrations. With its new chapter it is an even
more useful work for the many local historians who need to use tithe rnaps and
schedules - and to librarians who may need to advise them.

Cornish- GP CopAright: interpreting the Law Jor librartes, crchiues and inJornwtion
seruices. 2 ed, I-APL, 1997. l89pp. 819.95 (2Uk discount Jor I'A Personol members).
rsBN t 85604 168 9.

With local studies librarians becoming increasingly active in the fields of
publication. oral history and photographs. as well as acquiring so much current
material, it is essential to keep up to date with current legislation. This new
edition thoroughly updates the previous one in regard to'traditional lormats and
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also adds a section on databases and electronic material. The section on licensing
schemes has been much enlarged to tal<e into account recent developments, and
ihe 'extracts from legislation' appendix now includes the 1996 cop]'right regulations
(SI 96/2967)- As in tie previous edition the author sets out to explain the somewhat
complex legal situation in quick aIId easy question-and-arswer form. The scale of
the revision is shown in the increase in questions from 418 to 586, arld often the
language has been made clearer. The book is intended to give reasonable guidance
on what is likely to be an acceptable course of action when faced with a reader's
immediate needs: while a good deal of it will not be directly relevant to local
studies coll€ctions, much of it undoubtedly is, and it therefore will be a useful
deskbook for quick reference.

LibrorlJ Association. LocdI Studies Group, b)ndon dnd Home Counties Branch.
Newslettet, 1996- 7.

The latest issue of the Bralch s annual publication. It includes Penny Ward's
paper on the history of local history monograph writing in Britain, originally
delivered at a conference of Hungarian local history librarians, and the Branch's
comments on tie Smethurst Review. With news items and a report on a Branch
study day, this simply produced bulletin serves to keep its members in touch witi
the Branch and LSG.

AnseLl, R ond Barnes, M. Around YeouiL CLtaLfurd, 1995. l28pp. 89.99.
ISBN O 7524 O 178 5. [ArchiDe PlLotograpf\s Series].

This is a well-produced, and tojudge by the extended captions to the photographs,
a well-researched volume: the authors are respectively Reference Librarian and
Museum Curator at Yeovil. It covers communities witllin a ten mile radius of the
town. There are about two hundred photographs in all which, together with the
full captions, give an interesting glimpse of these communities past. This volume
is one of a series which now numbers well over 1OO volumes.

The BonsaII Vlllage Mdp. Bonsc.LL Mdp Project 1997. FoLded map (fuII sheet size 99rt9
cn). f3.5O + eO.sO p&p Jrom Map Sales,7 Ember Inne. BonsaLL, Matlock, Derbashte
DE4 2AF AIso aDaik ble in a poster Dersbn at 54.50 + s1.Oo p&p. ISBN o 907758 95 L

A beautifully produced coloured pictorial map giving lots of historical information.
The back of the sheet carries text and illustration on specific topics such as
geolos/ and mining. the manor of Bonsall , natural history, architecture and
building and business. There is also a brief description ofthe project arld a directory
of current businesses arld local facilities and orgarisations. Overall. a great deal
of information is provided in an interesting alld unusual way. The project was
created and researched by the villagers, who also raised enough funds to distribute
a copy free to each of its 5Oo households.



Norman, S. Copur'raht in tle eLectronic enuironment. Audioui,suaL Libraian, 23(4),
NoDember 1997, pp 254'8.

A discussion of problems created by the new EU Directive on Databases in the
form of a document which highlights the issues raised by the implementation of
this directive. in particular the need for exceptions to the copyright and the new
database rights. This article is well worth reading.

Sitzia, L. QLLeenspark Books ' pliblishing lde hi,stories Jor th.e Locql contituntta. Incal
Historian, 27(4), NoDember )997 pp 218-24.

Description of a volunteer-run, non-profitmaking community publishing venture
set up to publish manuscripts by local people in Brighton. Most are the life
stories of ordinary people. either written or collected by interview, while wider
oral history projects, such as one with the Brighton fishing community before it
completely disappears, have also been undertaken. Prices are kept low (for the
main series 11.5O for up to 64 pages). The tapes arld transcripts from the fishing
community project are stored in the Brighton Fishing Museum, Brighton Reference
Library and in the local history collection in Brighton Museum, while the published
works obviously add to the knowledge we have about the day to day life of ordinary
people in the community - the type of information which cannot be obtained via
commercial publishers for economic reasons.

Chandler J lenerabLe eon'Lpendium need-s fieLp. Local Hi,story Netlrs, 44, AutunltL
1997. pp 4 5.

The author argues that it is essential to assure the future of the Victoria County
History. He deals with present financial problems and some current initiatives. lt
is now possible, in some circumstances. to apply for Heritage lrttery grants, but
it will be necessary to persuad€ local authorities to make matching commitments
over a period of time. This is something which historians (and librarians) can
attempt.

22



NOTES AND NEWS

The revised Guidelmes for local studies libraries came before the l-A Public Libraries
Committee in July. After discussion they were referred back to the Working Party
for revision. The Working Party is reconvening and we hope for a swift conclusion,
with publication in 1998.

Your editor. Ian Jamieson. has been awarded a Certilicate of Merit by the Library
Association. for services to iocal studies librarianship and to the Group. The
presentation was made at the LA ACM and Members Day at the British Library in
October by l-A President Joe Hendry. Only a small number oI these Certiflcates
are awarded so this reflects well on the activities of the Group itseif.

The British Library Humanities reading room opened at St. Pancras on November
24th- The successor to the Round Reading Room in Bloomsbury. this room oflers
access to the general Humanities collection, the library and info.mation science
collection and the library oI the National Sound Archive. There are approximately
5OO reader seats and the BL expects the majority of material to be delivered
rvithin 30 minutes of the order. To obtain access to this material a Readers Pass
is needed. Members of the tA are entitled to one on production of proof of
membership: two colour passport size photographs are also required. For further
details on obtaining a Pass please contact the Reader Admissions Office, The
British Librar_v, 96 Euston Road. London NW I 2DB.

Tameside Local Studies Library has recently produced a revised edition of the
Tdmeside Biltliographg, last issued in 1992. lt lists books and articles relating to
the history of 1]le towns in Tameside. and is aJranged under subject headings.
The new edition both updates entries from the previous edition and adds new
subject areas such as The Blanketeers and the World Wars. While this revised
edition was originally intended only to be used for consultation at all Tameside
librar-ies, public demand has meant that copies have now been made available for
sale. The price is !4.50: for copies or further details contact Tameside lrcal
Studies Library, Trinity Street. Stalybridge SKI 2 2BN.

Tameside Libraries have also recently gone on to the Internet. The information
available includes details of the main collections and services available to users
Ithe Bibliographg is not at present available in this lorml. Contact: hltp://
dspace.dial.pipex.com/torvn/slreel/xlx8l.

The Public llecord OlTice of Northern lreland IPRONI) is the official place of record
for all public records in the Province and holds millions ol records open to the
public. Inlormation about PIIONI has been :rvailablc on the lDlcrnet since 1995.
Its website has recently been grcatly expanded to inclLldc dcscriptions of many of
its collections and all its readcr scn:iccs lcallets. so that gcnealogical researchers.
acadenics and local hisloriixrs can now bro\vsc a wide range of material about
PRONI and its archives at home or.rt their place of stLrdy. While it is not a
substitute Ior visiting the a.chives. the wellsite is helplirl, parlicularly to those
travelling .r long distance. in planding a visit ancl nraking it more ellectj\-e- The
address is Irttp: //proni.nics.go\'.uk/inclcx.htm

23



In order to improve its service PRONI is also proposing to set up Outreach centres.
initially in lrelald, where researchers will be able to access PRONI'S home page
on the Internet; view its interactive video; see hard copies of tie Deputy Keepers
Annual Reports; see guides.to particular collections and access the Ulster American
Folk Park Emigration Database. For further details contact PRONI, 66 Balmoral
Avenue. Belfast BT9 6NY.

The LA's Professional Development Department has issued its 1998 programme of
workshops. While one would not expect dedicated local studies courses in t].is
list. a number of them. including perhaps those on the Internet and on promotion
and fund-raising - there is one on producing a newsletter and one on sponsorship
- may be of interest to LSC members. For further information or a copy of the
Training Directory contact the Professional Development Department at LA
Headquarters.

The l-ocal History Panel of the Library and Information Sen'ices Council (Northern
Ireland) has recently issued a set of Guidelines Jor indexitrg newspapers. They are
an attempt to set out both a strate$/ for and a method of newspaper indexing,
drawing on existing experience. The pamphlet covers mainly the fundamental
decisions w.hich need to be made, including tie question ofwho is going to use tie
index, the extent of indexing, physical form (e.g. manual or computerised) and
whether it should be published and in what form. The need for aI editor to take
responsibility is also addressed. and the practical decisions on scope of index,
choice of terms and structure of entries are discussed. A series of examples of
indexes is given. This 16 page booklet is being distributed to local history societies
arld other agencies as well as to libraries.

After the success of Umbrell,A 4 there wlLL be an Umbrell"A 5l At a recent meeting
of the planning subcommittee it was agreed to continue with the series in 1999.
However, it was decided to change tl-e arrangements slightly, so that next time it
'rvill take place from Thursday to Saturday, leaving delegates at least part of their
weekend free. I-SG will be t] ere, along witl. most other I-A Groups. and we hope
that you will be too. It will be quite a while before details are published, but do
make a note somewh€re in your diary and start thinking about asking Ior study
leave. The dates are Thursday lst to Saturday 3rd July 1999.
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TOM VALENTINE
Offers a complete Binding, Book and Document
Conservation Service to all Librarians at
competitive prices.

The service is backed up by a lifttime of
practical experience. All materials used conform
to Archival Standards

QUALITY AND PERSONAL SERVICE GAARANTEED

Carronvale Bindery, l8 Main St., Larbert, Scotland FK5 3AN
Telephone 01324 55224'7 Fax01324 563737

G. RYDER A CO, LTD,
DENBIGH ROAD, BLETCHLEY, MILTON KEYNES, MK1 1DC

Handmade Conservation Storage Products

We combine traditional manufacturing methods with
modern archiaal materials and creatizte design to produce a

wide range of boxes, folders and portfolios for preserztation,

con sera ation and p r esent ation.

If you would like more information please call us on

01908 375524
or fax us on

01908 373558



Acid-free
Archive Boxes and

Envelopes
by C,A. Coutts

London E3 3QL
Tel: 0171-5156171
Telex No.: 916298
Fax: 0171-9876839

."r

C. A. Coutts Ltd.
Violet Road


