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Edltortal

After our 'conference' issue, we revert to more general topics, with a mixture of
contributions. Our thanks go to those who have provided articles. whether on
request or unsolicited. Please continue to send articles. ncwsand comment: it's
vour j ournal.

Twoimportant mattershave surfaced recently. The first is thequestion. referred
to elsewhere in this issue, of the probability oflocal government administrative
changes. The government is still receiving opinions. and since it is clearly a
matter of interest to local studies librarians. as it is to archivists. the Group is
anxious to have your comnlents on the eflect of possible changes on your
collections arld services. Patrl Sturges has undertaken to prepare a paper and
prcsent it to LA council. but he cannot do so ifhe does not get any response from
you. Obviously the.e are points to be made both blr those who wish to retain the
present position and by those who would prcfer to move to unitarv authorilies
ofwhatever kind. Your comments arc valuable please nrake them to Paul as
soon as possible.

The other mattcr of importance is to draw your attention to the Umbrella 2'
weekend school at Manchester jn July. as advertised on another page. The
Group had a noticeable presence at the l,eeds weekend. and preparations are in
hand for another excellent programme. We are again to have the McCullaAward
presented bythe LA President, and thcre is again to be an overseas speaker, this
time fiom Eastem Europe. and there arc to bc papers on the general themes o[
publjcity and promotion olcollections. Please make your plans now - our Group
had a good presence at the last event: iel's makc it even more noticeable in 1993.

And finally.... The time for subscription rencwai is coming up. 'fhe Group is
successfully represcnting the interest of local strrdies libraries within the
profession. It is worth your supporl. Dont forget to maintain your lsc
membcrship, and encourage others, including Associates, to join us.

Stop Pre39

The lnfornlation and I-ibrary Services - kad Body, which is developing Scottish
NationalVocational Oualifications. hasjust announced that it is holding asertes
of standards development workshops In late February. These \r'ill include
sessions on archives and local bistory, There are also opportunities to participate
in the consultatlon process which begins in Ma.ch 1993 and will consist of a
questionnaire and consultation meetings. For further information telephone or
write to the l-€ad Body office at 7 Ridgmount Street. The more people who are
involved. the better.



Yestcrday'3 Ystc: E-pedmenttng wtth Oral Hlstory

Paulinc Sails

Yate District Oral Histor_v Projcct {YDOHP) is a small lil)rary based scheme
designed both to prod celocal stlrdies inatcrials and to acl ively cncouragc their
use in the comnlunity. ldealiy the two rolcs shorr ld bc mut rrally supporuve, the
close relauonship developed with the rrsers providing tlte direction for furt_trer
research and suggesting the lbrmat of the product.

-Ihe original community project was set np \r.ith MSC frrnding in the arrtumn of
1986. Although many oral history groups foundered with the demise of the
Community Progranme scheme in the following September. the yate group was
fonunate in that the projects workers were able lo complete ther;period ol
employnent. This helped to bridge thegapbetwcen Ltre end of MSC funCing and
the award of a grant by Avon Countl/ Council in May 1989. Under the r\,ISC, the
project had a team leader and livc assistants, working a 22.S and an lB hour
week respecuvely. All the projects work is now carried out enrirely by
voluntecrs. working individually or in small grorrps.

An important aim has been to work closely with the other communjty groups
who help us to Ilnd contacts and more generally introducc rrs to those trrwhom
the resources are being created. The Northavon Senior Area plofessional
organises sL'< "Patch" meetings per year for local cornmuniq/ le.ldcis alrd
voluntarygroups, which are attended by project representativcs. yDOHpis also
a mernbcr of the Yate Libraiy lt'tlormation Tcam, rvhich meets qLr.raterly to
discuss co-operation in areas of comnon interest anongst the yale library
based tnformation users. {As well as being the base for the Oral Histcn. project,
Yate Library is the home of a local volrrnteer blrreau {tsSl7 Link). a youth
counseiling and information scn'ice {YIS) and a comn.runity resource and
inlbrmation base {CzuB}.) During thc evenrngs and days whin thr lLbrary is
'closed-. the building is opened for community activities. lt is diflicult to avoid
acquiring a quite unmanageable list of contacts!

'lo straigers passing tirough on theirway fromthc M5 to the M4motonvay. yate
rnust appear to be a vast aglllomeration ofmodem horrsinq cstates on rhe North
east lnnge of lSristol, intersperscd witi the occasional warehousing t:cility for
container lorries and vet more developrnent sites. Neverthcless, yat. is a good
focus for ai oral history project. Listcd famhouses rnay have succrrnlbed to the
bulldoze! but there ar-e still people who can describe tllen altd, more impo.tantly,
describe the daily life of the occupants in the dialect wjth which theywould have
beenfamiliar.'fheruraltraditionisnottheonlvaspectofearlieryatepresewed
by our recordings. There have bcen all sorts of smaller immigrations to ttle area
brought by the railways. Just within living memory. and by the 'new industries
of the interwar years. The original B.unel station mav have disappeared. the
factories may have been mostly tidied away to make roon for newluperstores,
but the layers ofold Yate caII still be explored with the help ofthe recollecuons
oI those who have lived and worked therc. The fostering of these roots seeors



particularly important to those who live in the anonymotls areas ofinstanl nerw

housing wit]. nothing to provide a sense of local identity beyond. perhaps, a
stieet name or an isolated remnant of older vegetation. Equally, oral history
restores a sense of value to the otder social networks engulfed by the recent
development.

The idea ofrecordinglocal people s reminiscences had been canvassed before the
scheme was initlated and there developed an ever expanding queue of willing
interviewees, self generaung at a rate with which the projecthasnever managed
to keep up. Acquiring contacts has never been a problem. Each contact was
followed up with a preliminary interview to establish the topics on \thich the
pa.ticipant\ras interested in making recordings. The final recorded interviews
were restricted to single topics to make them easier to use. For example, one of
our earlier respondents discussed several possibie themes and linally three
recordings were mader on a local chapel founded byhis grandparents ofwhich
he was later Sunday Schoot superintendent, the bakery trade in which he
worked, arld the local factory's male voice choir for which he sang. The restricted
content makes the tapes easier to catalogue and index and encourages more
detail in a 45, 60 or 90 minute recording.

Recently, _life story" style recordings have been made where these have seemed
more appropriate to the interests of the individual. The life retalns its integrity
and a future reseaicher exploring a parliculal aspect has the detail set within
context. By avoiding focusing on a single aspect of life, the life story also avotds
un\rittingly giving undue social siatus to such selection. 'lopic selection can
reinforce traditional socia.lvalues. We find that men often choose to record their
work whereas women lind it difficult to give their occupauons, paid or unpaid.
such importance. we tried to get over this difliculry by ensuring that an equal
number of tapes recorded women as men, but the life story approach can be a
bettersolutioninthatitrecognises thedifferenceinattitude.'ltrechief pracucal
difficultyis that the number ofrecording sessions required for a life storyis much
greater than for topic tapes. The recorder would have to be very ruthless to cut
a lifetime down to ,lO minutes! In any case we aJe saddled with a tiadiuon of
careful detail. Despite its exlravagant consumption of time. biography seems to
have developed as a useiul category to be added to the topic range.

Although preliminary interviews are also Ume consuming. wc have found that
they have uses beyond simply inttoducing the contact to the project and the
interviewer, and establishing topics to be recorded. They give the resPondent the
opportunity to browse through their memories without the constlalnts of a
recording session and the preliminary intentiew notes oftencontaln informatlon
that does not get included in the final recording. Occasionally it might be that
material needs to be tieated more confidenually. In t]le interval between the
preliminary and recording session. the respondent has the opportunityto think
over some of the detail that would not immediately come to mind and the
interviewer orders the material so that the listener will find the presentation
much clearer. Of course, the preliminary interview also allo\ts both the
interviewer and the respondent greater opportunity to shape the content ofthe



recording but our tapes have to suit a popular as well as a research audlence.
so we endeavour to make a compromise between spontaneity and organisation.
The preliminary interview notes will have been ordered and selected by the
in terviewer but for the researchertheymay sometimes reveal useful discrepancles
\^,'tt}l the recording.

To ensure a reasonable quality cassette recording for useby irrdividual nrembers
ofthe public in the library. and forplaying over an amplification system to larger
audiences, the project tooktlle advtce of the Imperlal War Museum and invested
in a Marantz 430 recorder. Most aecordings are made in the inten'iewee's home
with good qualitJ' tie-ptn microphones but a PZM plate microphone is used for
groups and occasionally a high quality omni directional mlcrophone has been
hired for special events. There have been awkward faults yith the Marantz
recorder and the project has been fortunate to borrou/ a second machine from
Avon's Community l,eisure Resource Base. Rccently. a good quality twin deck
recorder for copying the tapes has also been available arld. even more jnvaluably.
a transcribing machine operated with a foot control.

Transcripuon has been regarded as a particularly important p.rrt ofthe project.
The ex?erience ofa similar project in Ambleside would su[gest that as nruchuse
is likely to be made of the transcripts as the tapes themselves. The \ltrk we do
ourselves ln schools and q,ith elderlypeople in day or residential care has shown
how much more quickly a composite tape can be made if transcripts are
available. Not all tapeswill haveverbaum transcripts but most have a note form
whichincludes all theinformation intheoriginal and with quotations wlrere they
are necessaryto express the feelings or atutudesofthe respondent. We also find
it useful to have fully transcribed those parts ofa tape which are lik( iy to make
good extracts so that we have material available for artlcles or exhibitions
required at short notice.

To coincide with the soth anniversary of the bombing of a local factory. where
63 workers were killed, the project produced 'Painall in Memoriam- - a history
of t}Ie factory in the words and pictures of tiose who worked there.'fhe timing
of the finished product was crucial, and it took great determinatron to produce
transcripts as the recordings $€re made. and to stop rccording sufficicntly soon
to a]low for selection and sorting of the material.

We were also determtned at the beginning of thc project that the arcltive would
not be restricted to sound recordlngs. but that we would pursue an acijve policy
of collecting supporting information from all kinds of sources. L-uring the
preliminary interview. respondents are asked whether they have ary photographs,
documents orotheritems \rhich would makevaluable addiUonsto the information
on their recordings and which they would be willing for us to copy. Almost all
respondents have something and we have now a photograph collection alone of
about 3,OOO items. Not all the photographs are from interviewees originals.
Some have been taken for the project showing the interviewees in the location
their tape describes or aie recent pictures of places of which we have oldcr
photographs. so that the changes are made plain. we are fortunate in having



copies oftwo picture collections from local factories no longer in being. We also
gather togetherforloca.l use copies ofmaterials in distant archives. Forexample.
the Shuttlervorth Collecuon iIIBedfordshire, the Royal Nary Submadne Museum
at Gosport, and the Imperial War Museum have all been able to provide
inlormation and photographs rclating to locally buitt aircraft.

As photographs and other supplementary materials a-re acquired they are
entered on a simple Cardbox database via an Amstr.ad PC1512 with as much
information about their origin and content as possible. Indexing has Iagged a
long way behind the entries and its absence has now become a serious
inconvenience, especially since the slides arld mounted photographs aie ffled in
order ofaccession. not by subject. Photocopies ofour supplementary materials
aJe filed by subject, and this provides a rough cut method ofaccessing material
in the archive in the absence of a complete index. Over half our recordings are
now on public loan through the Avon County Libraijr system, with more
follo*ing as transcripts become available. It is hoped that the photograph
collection will become similarly available over the next lew years.

Because we have never got to the end ofour contact list, we sometimes feel that
the direction of the collection is beyond ourcontrol, d etermined by the respondents.
But when we have needed a recording on a pat:ticular subject. it has not been
diflicult to go and mal<e one. While the project still had paid worke.s. a
reminiscence group metfortnighUyin the library. Thisgroup, consisting lar.gely
of those who had already contributed to the project. devoted one half of a two
hour session to identirying aIId cataloguing new picture acquisitions and the
other making recordings to order. For example. a junior school class was
eui?loring how Sundays used to be, so the Yate Renernbered group were asked
to record their recollections at the ne)(t meetng. Members were provided wjth
a sheet suggesting diflerent aspects to consider, and had time to thinkabout the
topic. The prompt sheet was later used by the chairperson to give the recording
shape. Sen ing the immediate needs of schools in this \ray has produced some
very interestjng and entertaining recordings for the archive. A particularly
notable contribution was the recording we called "Sticking the Pig- which took
a full 90 minutes to deliver instruction on how to get the most out of every part
of the pig from its dispatch. through playing football with the bladder and how
to knot the knottling. to the simpler task of slicing the bacon.

Although we have found such group recordings veryworthwhile, they have to be
very carefully set up. Fo.tunately. alt the members of Yate RerrefiiEred arc
familiarwjth making recordingst thevhave leaned notto talk across each other
and to give visual rather tl an audible indications of when they want tojoin in.
We do notusually edit ourrecordings in any way but sometimes on a group tape
it is necessalr to remove repeated and over loud questions from the loan copies
arld adjust any differences in volume. Although lve like to see ourselves as an
historical archive where evidenceis nottampered with, we also have to recognise
the need to modit/ this purist view.



Manypensioner groups have enjoyed tape slide shows made from the collection.
One such group based on a sheltered housing complex have a close relauonship
with their neighbourhood Junior school and have helped with a school project
where a class wanted to record changes in eatng habits. Bolh interviewers and
lnterviewees were very well brtefed over a six week period but the linal results
have been more interesting tn what they have revealed of the difficulties of
communicatlon between the generaUons than on our changing eating habits.

Besides developing links with the juntor schools we havc run a scheme in
secondary schools, intcgrating oral testjmony into the history curriculum. One
of the maln dtflicultles has been the shortage of suitable equipment and
somewhere to be qulet and uninterrupted on school premises. It would be a
shame if our approach had to change, to offering ready-made material rather
than encouraging chlldren to make their own, as the recordings and rcseaich of
older students has been ofa sufficiently high qualityto be added to the project's
o\lTr collectton. Mrrch of the material which we can offer would suit cross-
curiculai studies, but although tried successfully in other parts of the country,
for us this is an area yet to be exptored.

Despite the ftnancial uncertainties, the project has grown with amazing rapidity
in many directions. We have built up many useful contacts witi other oral
history workers in museums, libraries, writers circles, reminiscence and
sto4rtellinggroups. The demand fromschools and colleEes forourmaterials and
skills increases each year, and we hope to be able to continue. and brrild on, our
work with tlem. We hope to be able to develop specialist interest g()ups within
the project, and to add to our list of publications.

The present success ofthe proJect owes much toitsbasein a particularlv friendly
library witi strong community llnks, and the financial support of the County of
Avon. As the work develops, the contiibuuon of library based skills and support
will be crucial to the future of the Yate District Oral History Project.

Pauline M R Sails, tsA DipL t AI.A, is tlrc Ared Cotrurntnit\ Izisure OIrcer Jor
Northouon, Countu of Au)n



Thc Ncw Ordrarcc Survcy SuPcrPlan

Ordnance Survey mapping technolog/ took another step forward this autumn
&'ith tie introduction ofSuperplan. In the tirst part oftids artlcle tlte Ordnance
Survey provldes an account of the changes now ta]{ing place' while tl.e sectlon
on their tmplicatons for libra rtes has been written by Diana Wtnterbotham' The
tancashlre llbrary's local studles libraiian.

supp.Plsr

ln October 1992 Ordnance Survey is launching Superplan, a nerr' range oflarge
graphic map products whlch will be available from a brand new network of Map
Agents.

Ifever the saying'some things never change- were tiue. it could well be applied
to the Ordnance Survey's l:125o and l:25O0 Published Mapping series.
Painstaldngly prepa red cartographic works ofart, prtnted on quality paper' such
maps could last fifty years. The problem u/as some of them IIAVE lasted fifty
years and to the majority of map users, cartographic excellence is ofltttle use if
the map no longer accurately portrays the actual roads, buildings and otier
features that exist at the time the map is being studied

In an ellort to ma}(e the latest mapping informatron more easily avaitable to map
users, ,!rtd to banish forever the complaint that "the site I want is right on the
edge of the rnap", the new Superplan product range will use Ordnance Survey's
la-rge scale digital map database to supply the surveyor's latest information to
computerised storage and plotting systems being installed ln a new network of
Agents across the count-ry.

Avisit ortelephone or Fax call to any ofthese outlets is all that is needed to obtain
the latest laige scale map information, either site centred or in the traditional
Nauonat Crid sheet format upon which so many map libraries and indexes are
built.

Indevelopinglhis new product range. OrdnanceSu.vey has used newtechnolo$r
to improve t1le flexibility and thus opuons available. Choice of map size can be
from A.4 to AO and above and the scale of Superplan plots is variable to - witll
options from - 1:2OO to I:5OOO. User choice even ertends to the map detall
\phere, for example, building and road lines can be enhanced.

In addition . a microfilm based option \xill still be available . Superplan lnstant
Printout offers National Grid map sheets that are updated at regulai intervals

Significantty, the Superplan product range has not forgotten the strengths upon
which Ordnance Sui.veys mappingrepuiauon has been built. The qualtty ofthe
survey, right down to the linal presentation of the finished paper or fflm map. are
hopefully features that will never change!



But What Does It Mea.tr For Us?

"Superplan" ycs, certainly it is, and the map for today s users of today s maps.
But from October 1st 1992 the production of new editions of I : 1250 and I :2500
maps on chart paper will become even more of a rarity tian at present:
publication of sheets is rapidly declining and will eventually cease comptetely.
Forgetabout tiose standingorders forsheets to continue the series ofnaps that
has charted the gro\','th of our toq,'ns for the last hundred vearsi theae won't be
any more.

t cal Studies librarians will need to work out strategies for making good the
deficiency. Already the large scale plans have become out of date in many cases,
due toagradual decline inpublicaton ofupdated sheets in recentyears. Larger
reference libraries have in some cases resorted to purchasing SUSI copies ior
current use, but the qualit_v ofpaper is poor. and there is the added cornplication
that special arralgements need to be made with the supplier ifregular Lrpdates
aie to be received. lt may be hetpful to readers to know of arrangements that ale
being made by kncashi.e County I-ibrary to ensure that large scale maps
continue to be regularly acquired.

Standing orders for ncw "edltlons",

There rvill soon be no producton of new chart paper editions. but up,to date
maps can still be obtained becausc it is possible to order updates ofO.S. sheets
whenever a chosen number ofunits ofchange have appeared on tie rnap. Many
readers will understand how these units ofchange work. but. lor tie uoinitiated,
it is a system of reckoning the amount a map has changed - a new road would
be reckoned as x number of units. a new housing estata as r,/ numl)er of units,
arld so on. When your chosen shee I has a cquired. sav, 50 ;nj ts of c frange the
Ordnance Survey can autonatically supply an updated sheet. The le.,,el of units
can be anyyou choose, but it seems likely that 50 units woutd be desjrablc, and
more than lOO units would result in a shaip drop in the frequency of updated
$heets. This is something that onty individual libraries can decid; in the light
of purchasing funds available.

I-ancashire has found the Ordnance Survey extremely helpful in trying to assess
a reasonablc level of provisiol-I. Discussions have been hcld with tile Region
Marketing Executive. who has calculatcd for us the numbcr ofsheets that woulcl
immediately be generated at different numbers of units ofchange k{ujte a lot of
sheets, because tlte ensting chart paper copies are often now so oLlt-of date).
and are currently estjmating costs for a sample District within thc county. In
the light of the figures a decisionwill be taken and standingorders placed. One
possibility is that one District at a timc may have its rnaps updated, and thcn
confnue to receive regular updates. This could spread the initial purchasing
load.



Paper qualty

The Iincashire Record Office Conservation Department tested the paper fdr
acidity. The standard SUSI paper had pH ofless than 5, which is too acidic for
comfort:the Conservauonist recommended 5.5 to 6.5 as dcsirable- Ho\rever. the
new Superplan paper is better quality, and tested at between 5 and 5.5, which
\re think we \i.ould accept as unlikelyto cause serious problems - we had thouglrt
it possible that we would need to de-acidit/ atl new sheets, but do not noiv
propose to do this with Superplan paper. It is likely that att new sheets rr,rill be
sent for encapsulation before being put into use.

Cost

For Lancashire, Superplan will cover the area by Aprit t993, and Superplan
sheets will cost l4O each. It is untikely that there will be disccunts on this
arnounl. So ifyou can acl quickly...

Dlsclainer!

The above account has been written simpty as a description of l-al]cashire's
reaction to t}le new situation. in the hope that it may be of use to other library
staff. Our own decisions have not yet been finally made. and I personally arn
treading very rrarily in view of the large sums of money invotved . This article :s
in no way a recommendation as to what should be done, but I could summaii.:e
as follows:

3.

l. It ls essential that some method of contiltuing the series of large scale
Ordnance Survey maps in ourlibraiies is found. This means gratplinA wit h
rhe complications of -units ol change' and placing standing orders.

The paper quality needs to be reasonably good better tharl sUsL Thtsmay
mean de-acidiffcation if the standard falls below an acceptable level.

The help and support ofthe Region Marketing Executive has beeninvaluabie
to Lancashire. He may notbe pleased, but I suEEestyou contacthim rather
tian try to work it all out for yourcelves!



ContcDporarJz conrccs for local blgtory

PaLll R DreLD

This is a brief report on a day school entiied |Iistory now: rccordittg the present
Jor thefuhrq uthtch was held at Rewley House, the home of O)dord University s
Department for Contnuing Education. in October 1991. As the UUe suggests
the day was concerned with looking at vaiious methods ofcollecung recent and
contemporal-J. evidence of, as the publicity material puts it. 'great events and
everyday llfe'.

Dr Kate Tiller, University Lecturer in tocal History. OUDCE, got the day off to
a good start by posing the quesuon - what is the mouve behind collecung this
evidence? Varlous examples were given as to why people take to local history:
the'in-comer'to an area looking to lind out more; a \rish to understand the
present through the past; a form of escapism; nostatgia: commercialised
heritage; agenuine interest in history. The point DrTiller made was that we need
to overcome barriers to the ldea of collecting e!'ldence, and especially recent
evidence, of our past.

This point was graphically illustated by the next speaker. Mr M Tu.ner, Head
of Conservatlon, Bodleian Library {standing in for David Vaisey, Bodley's
Librartan), talked about the use of printed ephemera in tiacing t}le history of
shops and shopping. Illustrated by slides of material from the John Johnson
Collection and the specimen book ofRobinsons ofBristol. tie talk presented a
rich image ofho\M the ephemeral alld everydayitems we now take for granted can
greaUy aid us in researching local history subjects.

After a coffee break, Jane Bowden. of the Centre for Oxfordshire Studies.
Odordshire CountyCouncil, gave an informative talkonthe use (and occasional
abuse!) oforal history. Using several examples, the pointwas made that a good
oral history project involves an interactive process. and the need for empathy on
the interviewer's part. Practical advice was given on how to prepaie for an
interview: the need to be familiarwith the equipment used I the use of crib sheets
(but being cautious in their use): the use of music or aJI object to lead the
interviewee back into the time to be discussed.

Dr Malcolm Graham, also ofthe Centre for Odordshire Studies, then gave a talk
on the use ofphotographs in recording the present. again illustraung his points
with examples, taken from the Centre s own archives. Showing pictures of old
public houses, railway stations, village post offices and even bus shelters, Dr
Graiarn put across the importance of having a visual record of these perhaps
endangered buildings and structures. The trend nowadays of developing farm
buildings into expensive houses was another example of how the landscape can
change. almost before we can comprehend that change is taking place. Untess
this is recorded, future historians will be that much poorer in material to gain
an insight into our present life. The M4O project was another graphic example
of how the countryside caJI be drastically altered: a series ofphotographs tal<en



showing the area around Banbury before, durtng and after the construction
dernonstrated this. One excellent use ofphotography as a contributor to local
history was the Chipping Norton project, On the l9July 1989 8OO photographs
were taken. illustrating a day in the life of the community. Dr Graham ffnished
his ialk by leiteratjng the point about using phatographs to stimulate interest
in ou. iocality now. since the present oan all t(ro soon become the past.

After lunch tie last speaker, Dr Tony Aldgate, of tire Open tlniversity. spoke on
the !rse of film and video as hlstorical evidence. A brief chronological history of
thc fflm industry was given, starting from the gencrally accepted beginnings in
l8g5 with the Lumiele brothers in France. through to the l970's \rith tie
conflictingviews ofElton and Rhodes on whether lilm constitrrtes an acceptable
historical source, and the view ofProfessor Crerr\illc that IlLn can be a prima.y
source. as in t]le unique footage of Chamberlain durinE thc Munjch crisis, or
secondary source. as in feature filrns or documcntaries that have lost their
oriqinal context. Various lilnls were -cho'""i illustrating t}Ie difference between
a witung' film, such as the blatant propaganda films of ttre war ycars. and
'unwitung'film. depicting everyday life as it occurs (an cxcellent example was
Tlte Srngiru Street showing life in post war {1945) Edinburgh}.

A short period ofdiscussion followed on thevarious talks. with questions raised
on the problems of collecting ephemera: the ccnsen'ation and preservation of
materialt the use of new technolosr (especially in using film and video): the
problems ofmass production ofmateiials. All those who attended. I arn sure.
felt it robe arlexcellcnt, and educational, dav, with rhe speakers usingexamples
of naterial to truly bring home tie point rajsed by D. Tiller in her intr-oduction,
that nothirlg is too trivial or mundane as ef idence to be rcgatded as unworthy
of our attention.

Pat!1 Dreu is a Research Ass lstd nt in th e Department oJ Inforfiation and. Libranl
Stlrdies, Uniuersifu College ef Wales, AberystLtyth.



A vldco h scyc! sect8? The f,tcst Lothlan Expcrlcncc

M SAbiI CaAenD@7

in earLy August 1990. I approached thc District Council video expert, Chris
Fooks. arld enquired: _Can we make a iddeo in seven *'eeks?-

Well,lve did. On 2Tth September tlte filnt was sho!'"Tl in Armadale Librarjr as pan
of Local History Week in West tothian District l-ibraries, has since been shown
to some twentygroups, and has proved to be a succcssful mcans ofintroducing
the collecuons of the l-ocal Studies Library.

I low did we set about it? I had decidcd on t}Ie theme ofBuildings ofWest t thian
in order to tle in with ircal History Week. but was surpriscd to be told by Chris
Fooks that he required a shootjng s(:ript first. tien he would film to suit the text:
in my lgnorance, I had ex?ected the l ext to be \rritt en to fit thc images. The script
was prepaied in less than a week. I do not aecommend such haste; in our case
it was only possible because I had previousll,, done sonre rescarch on thc subject
for a different purpose.

Itwas very necessaryto decide before l^'e began oD the audience atwhich we werc
aiming. We decided upon a popular style, rhough witiout any sacrifice of
historical accuracy, and we held in mind as our targeted market. those without
any prior interest in or knowledge of West I-othian's history. The format we
settled on is that ofajourney through Ume: \r.e secWest L-othian s social history
through its buildings, starting \vith the housebuilding boom ofl,lvingston New
Town, and working back tirough the centuries. we chose to work backwaids
rather than forwards because tie most intercsting buildings are the earliest
ones. The cllmax of the vldeo is West L4thian s finest building and the richest
in historical associations Linlithgow Paiace, the birthplace ofMary, Oueen ol'
Scots.

Ilaving ldenuffed the buildings we wanted to feature, I then wr-ote to all the
owners and requested perrnission to film. In all cases except one, we were
grantcd permission, and received great co-operation and consideratjon, fbr
\r'hich we are extremely gratefirl.

'lhe r'€ry last takes {a mere two days before thc vidco was due to be given its
premiere) were of Strathbrock St Nicholas Church - a fine Norman building in
tlphall. The script rcquired a group ofp€ople to be seen entering the church lbr
Sundayworship. At 9 am on a dull September Tucsday moming. I was required
to produce a crowd ofworshippers. I telephoned around and gathered tirec
frlends to the churchyard, and filming began. We walkr'd dow.rl thi path and into
the church. Just do it again plcase. Down the path and into the church. Just
once nore please. A middle-aged lady walking her dog among thc gravestones
eyed us susplciously. One ofus appr.,achcd hcr:



Could you spaie a moment to appeal in a video?
A video?
Yes, all you have to do is walk into the church with us
But what about my dog?
We could tie it up in the church.
But I'm not dressed.
All you ve got to do is walk into the church.
(Suspiciously) Is this Candid Camera?

Depaiture of one lady and dog. Franco zefffrelli didn't have this trouble getting
etras when he was filming'Harnlet at Blackness CasUe - but then he had Mel
Gibson.

Even a short lilm tales a huge number of images to llll it As well as the sirty
buildings featured. the text had to be ittustrated with dozens of stills - pictures
oflrish na1,vies, stagecoaches, a condemned prisoner, a haunted garden, Janet
Galmor and Frederic Mar.ch in 'A Star is Born' (1937 version). The picture
lesearchwas one aspect of the work to which I had given little thought. butwhich
took up many hours of staff time.

Seven weeks Iater the video received its premiere to a generally appreciative
audience. The only adverse commentwasthat the voice over should have been
done by a local. not by an Englishman. In fact it was done by a native of West
Calder!

Thevideo lasts sixteen minutes and covcrs all areas ofWest lrthian. Ithasbeen
used to promote the local studies department and is avallable for free loan at all
branch libraries. We have received several requests to buy a copy, but it is not
for sale. The condition whereby we were granted pennission to lilm certain
buildings. was ttrat the video should be for educational use only and not for
commercial gain.

kssons lealned?

]. The stiucture of the lilm. i.e. that of a journey backwards in time, seemed
clear enough on paper. but is less so in the finished video. Structure should
be kept ver} i-lear and simple.

2. An image may be on view for as little as Lhree or four seconds, so a huge
number of images is required for even a shoft video.

3. There is no need to spell everything out in the script. If a picture paints a
thousand words. why add another thousand in saying them as \tell?



Because of the favourable reception given to Build.ngs oJ West l{thien and
because of its usefulness, we have embarked on a second venture. As yet
untitled, it will contrastleisure in West l,othian in Edwardian times with leisure
today. Already it has e:i?anded from a projected ten minutes to half an hour, and
bids falr to do for West tothian District Council what 'Heaven s Gate' did for
United Artists - bankrupt itl

M Sabil Calden@d is Itxal Collectign LibtarilJn, West I,rthio.n District Courvil

This article originally appeared in LOCSCOT, Winter I991.

Local Govellmeat Restructurlng and Local Studles CoUectlons

Anote on possible changes in the structure oflocal government appeared in the
Autumn 1991issue of tSL. As any changes lvill clearly affect the organisation
oflocal studies collecuons, the Croup committee is anxious to hear the views of
members. While the l-A has already made a general response. our representauve
on t A Council will be happy to present a document on our particular comments
to Council, and is collectlng information from members. Would anyone who has
conlments or opinions on the effects on local studies collections of possible
changes. \i/hich appear to favour unitary authorities at distiict or county level,
please write to Paul Sturges as quickly as possible so that comments can be
collated and a briefdocument produced: this can then be used at appropriate
times. His address is: Department of Library and Information Studies,
lrughborough University. Ashby Road, t-oughborough, teicestershire LEI I
3TU. In addition, as the position in Scotland seems to be slighUy different,
l-ocSCOTis already taking action. and members in this case might like to write
to the secretarj/ of LOCSCOT, Don Martin. Strathkelvin District Libraries.
William Patrick Memorial Library, Kirkintilloch. c66 lDW.

Please help us to make sure that your views are represented.



The Welsh cphenera project: a progres8 rcport

PduI Drew ond Michael DeLDe

At the Umbrella weekend school at t-€eds, Michael Dewe, of the Department of
Informauon and Libraiy Studies, Aberyst'rlth, presented a paper about a
project to consider the development of a collccuon policy for p.inted welsh
ephemera. The paper. which was published in the Ircal Shrdies librarian. l1
{1) Summer 1992. pp 6- 1 t. dealtwith the value ofprinted ephemera. the reasons
for collecting such material. and collection problems, such as a usable definition,
the volume of material available. a]rd the selection and acquisiuon processes
needed to handte it, as well as giving an outline ofthe project itself. The present
article is to bring readers up to date on the progress of the project, of which
Michael Dewe is the supervisor, and which is now at the half-\ray stage.

In order to advise the reseaichers. a steering committee has been forrned. This
compnses representauves from the Department of Library and Information
Studies, the Nauonal Library of wales, and the public library, record oflice and
museum services in Wales. Together these representatrves provide a range of
experience and depth of knowledge to help with possible problem areas which
might arise in t}Ie course of the project. The committee meets approximately
quarterly under Michael Dewe's chairmanship.

Thc gronndwork

The first year has seen the groundwork laid for the research. Visits to libraries,
record oflices and museums have been made in England, Scotland and wales
to gauge the extent of interest in printed ephemera, to find out if collection
policies aie used. and to compare acquisition and management methodslorthis
material. The visit to the Natiorlal l-ibrary of Scotland in May of this year was
by far t}Ie most importait, since its Department of Ftinted Books has had a
collection policy for current printed ephencra since 1985. It also has a well
thought out classification scheme with which to organise the collection.

Apart from the !.isits tothese organisauons, the othe.main partofthe firstyear's
research has involved preparation for a pjlot study. This study. using four
quesuonnaires {for libraries, record oflices, museums. and other information
organisauonsl. has rcccntly been completed, a.d gives some interesting and
thought provoking data. Although the pilot survey was fairly limited in nature
(only trventy three organisations in Aberystwyth and Mold were contacted), the
exercise was useful. not least for the opportunity to test the questionnaire
design. the layout oft}le questions, and the codingofthe data received. For the
main study later in the year ( to cover the whole of Wales), one quesuonnaire will
probably be used to simpliS/ the proccss of analysing the results.



Thc rcspollc

The overall response to the pilot study was 73.9 per cent, with libraries achieving
81.8 percent. Some ofthe main ffndings for libraries aie as follows (bearing in
mtnd the point about tl.e small number of respondents):

- acadenic librartes are the least likely to have cDllectlon polictes and to collect
pdnted ephemera, wtth public llbraries the most likely. However, onlyone publlc
library has a 'vrttten coll€cuon policy; this incluues local stuuies material, but
not speclffca.lly printed ephem€ra.

-the main types ofephemera collected are local societymaterial and ne\rsletters
(acquired by all three types of library). with electlon material the next most
common. Some formats such as sllps, forms and ltsts are not collected at all.

the methods ofacquisiuon include public and staffdonation ofmaterial, and
ustnglocal societies. Specialist ouflets, second-hand bookshops and agents are
notused at all, perhaps reflectlng the financial constraints using such methods
could involve.

- respondents were asked to speciry what proportion of their holdings were in
English, welsh, bilingual Welsh/English) or other language. AII organisations
have more English than Welsh material; the highest Welsh proportion for
libraries being 51-75 per cent (only one librarjr), rrhereas English material
accounts for two libraries in tl.e 76-1OO per cent range.

-the main storage methods are acid-free boxes, vertical ftles and plasUc wallets,
ofwhlch only vertlcal files are used by all three types of library.

- respondents were asked if any of their material is catalogued, classified or
indexed. No library catalogued their ephemera; most classilied it {only one
academic library not doing so); whilst only two academic libraries index their
materlal. To classiry matertal, most libraries employed broad subject headings,
with public libraries favouring place/parish/locatlon combined with this broad
subject approach. To lndex material, one academic library uses the name of tl.e
orlglnatlng organlsatton for tts collection, whilst anotler indexes by subject
{press releases are indexed separately in an 'in-house' database).

- the main uses ofprinted ephemera are for exhibitions. .esearch purposes and
displays, with research the only one listed by all three t'?es of libraiy.

CouclusloD

The contacts made and visits undertaken over the past year have conlirmed the
beltef of both the research assistant and supervisor that a collection policy is
essenttal if prtnted ephemera ls to be acquired and managed in an effective
mainer. The inherent problems faced by local studies librarians in particular:,
tn building up and maintaining collecil6ns, need to be recognised so that
appropriate action can be taken to oveacome them.



The acquisition of ephemera should form an integral part of the material
collected by local studies librarians. Collected in a way best suited to the local
€nvironment, printed ephemera can enhzrnce the local studies collection and
provide the user u/ith a more informal picture of the community he or she is
interested in. The research project has, as one ofits main objecuves, the aim of
assisting librarians. curators, and archivists, concemed with the acquisition
and management of current printed ephemera, to carry out tlis task as
effectively as possible. By gi!'ing guidelines on the various aspects of acquiring
and managing this dimcult resource, itis hoped that a consistent, co-ordinated
approach to collecting printed ephemera can be achieved. from the National
Library ofWales do\,,.n to local public libraries- museums and re.or.l offfces.

By having a collection policy. the equitable collectjon of printed ephemera on a
local level should be facilitated, whilst at the national level, the NLW can
concentate on acquiring material that reflects national, rather than purely
local, issues. One resultant benefit for local studies depaitments should be the
opportunity to acquire printed ephemera on a more selecuve basis, to ensure
that a representarive sample is collected, as and when it becomes avatlable.
Concentrating on idenulied Epes ofmaterial, and having guidelines to assist in
maldng more informed decisions on the acquisition and management ofprinted
ephemera, ensures that local studies collections become richer, more diverse
sources for local people (whether researcher, historian or general public) to use
and enjoy.

PauI DreLD is d research ass istant and Michoel DeuE a lecfitrer in tle DepaatfiEnt
oJlnJomationandLibrdry Studies atthe LJniDersW College oJWaIes, AL)eryshxAth

Th€ Dorothy Mcculla Memorlal Ptdze

This award, of35o and a certificate, is awarded annually to the I-SG member
who, in the opinion of the committee, has contributed most to local studies
librarianship. Nominations ale therefore invited for this year's award from
members. chieflibrarians, and anyone else with a suitable nominee. Nominatjons
should be received by the Hon. Secreta rjr, Patrick Baird. I-ocat Studies Departnent.
Birmingham Central Library, Chamberlain Squaie, Birmingham 83 3HO, by
31st January 1993 and may be concemed with any aspect of local studies
librarianship, examples being publication, an index, a new technique or good
promotions work. It is hoped that the presentation u/ill be made by the Library
Association President at the Manchester 'Umbrella' \ 'eekend.



Commlttee Matters

After seven years service. Elizabeth Melrose has reured as Hon. Treasurer.
During her period ofoffice herefficiency in keepinga close eye on financial affairs
has left the group's ffnances in a healthystate. l{ersuccessoris PaulDrew, who
is at present a reseaich assistant working on the Welsh ephemera project at the
Department ofInformation and Library Studies at Aberyst*]'th. Fromnowon.
please address all communications to him. Elizabeth's talents u'ill not be lost
to the Group. however. as she has been nominated as vice-chairman on the new
committee. In a further change. Doug Hindmarch is to ta]{e over responsibitity
for I-SL subscriptions and for Associate members.

LSG Commtttee I993-94

The following nominations were received for the LSG Committee to serve until
December 1994. As the number of nominations received did not exceed the
number ofvacancies, no election was necessaiy.

Chaiman: Ian Jamieson, Department of Information and Librarjr Management,
University of Northumbria at Newcastle.

Vtce Choirmdr.: Elizabeth Melrose. North Yorkshire County Librail'.

Hon. Secretary: Patrick Baird, Birmingham Public Libraries.

Hon. Ttedsurer: Paul Drew, Department of Information aJId Library Studies,
University College of Wales, Aberystr',1'th.

Assistdnt Hon. Treasure| Doug Hindmarch. Shefffeld Public Library.

Librury AssocLttion CounctlLor: Paul Sturges. Department of Library and
Information Studies, lrughborough University.

Memlrersi
Sheila Cooke, Nottinghamshire County Library.
Jane Dansie, Essex County l-ibrary.
Diana DL<on, Department of Library and Inlo.mation Studies.

I,{Jughborough University.
Ian Mafted, Devon County Library.
Philippa Stevens. Flampshire Countlr Library.

A list of Branch representatives will appear in the nexl issue of ISL.

As caII be seen from the foregoing llst, the Group has committee members in
most parts of the country. If you have anyideas or suE€estions formeelings etc

or indeed anl,thing that you rMish to bring to the attention of t}le Committee -
please do not hesitate to contact your nearest committee member or the Hon.
SecretarJ/.



Notes and Newg

Due to appear eaJly in the New Year is the latest publication from the
Departrnent of Information and Library Management at tie Universtty of
Northumbiia at Neu/castle which may be of interest to readers The author,
Patricia Sharkey, spent over a year collecung the data for her North East Oral
History Directory. lt provides a detailed s).nopsis of tie holdings oflocal tapes'
cassettes and videos at all the major record oflices, libranes, museums and
resource centres, etc. in Noithumberland, Durham and T].ne and Weai In all
over 2OOO items aie noted from 28 insututions. The e4ected price of this
publicationwill be approximately 112.50 and enquiries should be addressed to
J C Day, Depaitmentof lnformation and Libraiy Management, UpmanBuilding,
University of Northumbria, Newcastle upon TJme, NEf 8ST.

Michael Dewe, chairman ofthe welsh Branch ofLSG. recently spent three u/eeks
in Australia, visiting libraries and attending the Australian Library and
Informauon Association biennial conference. at which he gave a paper on
collecton policies for ephemera. One of the main aims of his visit rMas to look at
developments in Australian librarianship relaung particularly to local studies,
and an article about his visit will appear in the next issue of l^SL.

Readers might like to note, for onwaid transmission to enquirers. tlat Ircal
History Magazine offcrs a llxed price 'History into Print service, with standard
p.ices forspecific numbers ofpages, and includingin the price advertisingtn the
magazine and artwork forapromotional leaJlet. An informadon packis available
from Susan arld Robert Howard. Ircal History, 3, Devonshire Promenade,
Irnton, Notungham NG7 2DS.

The latest Annual Report from Gloucestershire County Libraries males
acknowledgement to the votuntary helpers \tho provide assistance with the
indexing oflocal history material. and notes particularly the efforts ofa team of
nine volunteers who have produced a place name index to the microlllm of the
1891 Census returns. Mention is also made in the Report of meetings in local
libraries atwhich local people tatked abouttlleirreminiscences of the commrrniry:
the information gathered is to be used in exhibitions in libraries and at the
Gloucester Folk Museum.



Illvc you sccD? .... SoEG rccclrt ltemg oflntcregt to local studles Ubrarlans

HotlEU, R. GenealqA Jor Librari,ns. 2 ed I-APL 1992. 194pp. fi27.50 U,A
nenbers g22.OO) ISBN O 85157 4OA 4.

It is when one looks at this newedition that one realisesJust how much interest
there is in family history today, to Judge from the number of new and revised
e'orks included the bibliography runs to twenty eight pages. The early
chapters, which include informatlon on introductory. ancillary and printed
secondarJr sources. include particularly laige numbers ofchanges and updates
of lnformation, while the opportunity is taken t}rroughout the u'ork to add topics,
such as divorce and adoptlon. which were not covered in the previous edition,
The sources discussed are nowbrought together in tie bibliography rather than
clted In full in the text. whlch makes for easler reference.

Clbson, J. Blshops transcrlpts and matiage lbences, bonds qM dlkgatiotls: a
guid,e to theirlLration and indexes. 3 ed l99l. 4opp. g2.OO. ISBN 187290425
2. Hoding, N. WorA War I drmAancestry,2edl99l.72pp. A3.95. ISBN I
872904 163. Wilson, E. Tfe recotds oJthe Rogal Air lbrce: hou to-frndthe Jetrr.
1991. 66pp. t3.95. ISBN I 872904 17 l- Ragrnond, S. ard Cibson J. English
gefuealqA: an i^trolll@tory bilrlirprdphA. 2 ed 1991 , E2.OO. ISBN I 872904 19
8. Raurnond, S. Genealqi.alpertxlitals: abblwrqphA of their coatents. 2 LoIs.
1991. VoL l a3pp. E'.OO. ISBN I a72904 20 1. VoL2. 4opp. .€3.0O. iSBN I
872904 23 6. Rayrnond, S. Dorset: a genealqicql bihliqraphA. ll3pp. l]6.00.
ISBN 1 472904 2l X. Ralmond, S. Sornerseti a geneolqbal bibliqraphu.
107pp. S6.00. ISBN I 472904 22 A. AII publLsrred blJ the Fed.eration ef Fo.milll
History Societigs.

FFHS conunues to issue a wide range ofworks ofgreat value to family historians
and others, whether they be beginners or experts. Among the current selection
are two paits ofan ambiuous programme to produce agenealogical bibliography
for each individual county. These are laid out to a standard pattem. and are
backed up bya general introductorywork intended to provide information on tie
most useful general works for genealogists researching in all pat:ts of England:
tie latter includes a section on local history. with a note on the nccessity of
studying local history to put family history in context. The selective indexes of
genealogical periodicals are aga.in part of a series intended to make available
information from older works in the field. The works relating to the army and
air force both cover subjects on u'hich information can be difficult to trace.
Cibson s guide to bishop stranscripts is the latest edition ofan established work.

Cox, M, ed. Erploring Scottish history: adirectory oJ resource centres.llbr Scottish
nationol and UxaI historU .n Scot'land. Scottlsh Library Association and Scottr:sh
uxal History Forun" 1992. l6)pp. 86.95. ISBN O 900469 79 B.

This is a most useful guide to resource centrcs in Scotland (and tserwick upon
T$eed) with collections of interest to local historians. Included are libraries.
archives. museums and local history societies. 238 collecuons are ident-illed.



and the information p.ovided covers both the general scope of each collection
and lists of the main primary sources held. ln addition. opening hours and
detarls ofaccess are given. Because it is a co-operative venture - ofthe Scottish
LA. tie Scotush lrcal History Fonlm, the Scottish Records Associauon and the
Scottish Museums Federatlon, tl'e range oforganisaUons listed iswide, from the
Nationat LibralvofSco0and, the Scottish Record Office and the Mitchell Library
to such bodies as the Dumfries and Galloway Family History Society and the
Sunart Aachive- Ardnamurchai.

The entries aie well organised snd there is an index to piaces. The introductory
section includes notes on the collaboraung organisations, the National Register
ofArchives (Scodand) and on coplright law. while collections outside Scotland
are excluded, tl is is otherwise a comprehensive guide to polential sources for the
Scottish local historian.

l.inkmc.n, A. Ca.ing Jor uour Jamillj photcgruplls at home. Dc.ufiEntary
Pflotogtapha Atchi5e, lggI. 18pp. A3.75 pius So.5O p&p ftom the Archioe, c/o
Cquendish BuikTing. Couendlstr Street, Malctester Ml5 6BC.

A most useful and attracuvely produccd booldet on basic conservation of
photographs. A great deal ofinforrnation is concisely provided and will be useful,
for instance. as basic instrucuon for librarlr stalf involved with handling
photographs. as well as to the individuals to whom it is addressed. Sections
include handling, the storage environnent, and storage materials and methods,
as weII as notes on framing and dispiay and on the inportance of.ecording
infonration about each photograph. There is a short reading list arld a list of
useful addresses. Librarians may care to notc that coples aae offered to libraries
at one-third discount for slLle to the public.

Reilig, L. Family history increenublt: o gnr.le to sources. GreetiDich Libraries,

Mlrcende Road, InndonSE3 7SE. ISBN O 904399 lOL

An outline, logically arranged. of sources relatng to tie Greenwich a.ea which
are likely to be of use to family historians. A brief introduction points out the
problems of searching and t}le need for persistence and good luck. and this is
followed by b.ieflists olbooks on techniques and ofguides to sources. The rest
of the pamphlet is devoted to a r-ange of relevant naterial including parish
registcrs, census retums and poll books. giving locations in a wide range of
institutions.

Wilkes, I{. The Scof and his maps. Scottish Library,4s s@io'tion, 1991. 48pp,
84.50. IStsN O 900469 81 X.

A beautif-ully presented intoduction to various qpes of maps. of interest to
people far outside Scotland. It is arranged basically by theme, covering for
instance coastal charts, communications and the development oftown and city
nlaps. Apart from the text, the book contains a large number ofreproductions



of relevant maps from t}le collection of the National Library of Scotland. The
book's ,\4 size mahes lt possible to provide good-sized iuustrauons. It is noted
that the SLA received a grant from thc ScotUshArts Council towards publication.

Taoteside bibliographg. Tamesille l-eis(re SerDices, Librari.es ond lleritage
Di'ision, 1992. 77pp. 54.95 pILLs !:1.4O p&p -f.om the L&aI Studbs Library,
Trinitg Street, StalAbririge, SKl5 2BN.

This is an example of a stiaightforward lisung of material held in the local
collection at Stalybridge which is likely to be ofintcrest to school students and
local history researchers. Itcould alsobeuseful to teachers looking for subjects
for projects. being arranged by subject. It includes books, pamphlets and
periodical articles. with occasional short annotations. and there is an index.
Compiled by the staff of the local studies library, it is a revised and much
enlargedversion ofawork first issued in 1986. As a workaday lisung. it has been
very simply reproduced and each topic is paginated separately, presumably so
that indiyidual subject lists can be supplied to enquirers or updatcd separately.

CLendaA, D, Anderston os il Lras. Glasgow CitV Libftr .s, 1992. 67pp. {4.99.
tsBN o 906169 37 2.
Hdrt,V, Knight, R and, Marshall L. Camden'IoLL)n. 179i l99l: apictoialrecord.
LodonBoroughoJcandenlzisure Sen)ires. .1991. 48pp. 94.50 plttsf 1.25 p&p.
tsBN o 90t349 70 6.

Two interesting collcctions ofphotographs. That for Anderston owes its origin
to an exhibition of photographs mounted by Glasgow City Libraries in I99l,
while that for Camden Town was produccd as part of the area's bicentenary
celebrations. The Anderston illustrations cover the pcriod from thc beginnings
of this part of Glasgow to about 1960. after which the area was extensively
redeveloped. The captions are much fuller than is often the case with books like
this, and acknowledgement is made to the many local people who helped by
providing photographs or tape recording mcmories. The quality of reproduction
is generally good, though some of the photographs are rather small, and the
maps have not reproduced well. This is a uselul compilation dealing with an area
which has now largely disappeared and will be of much interest to future local
historians. Ihe CamdenTown booklet is verywcll produced. the A4 size allowing
larger illustrauons than Anderston, though the captions are shorter. There are
T5ltems in all, attempting to illustrate some ofthe changes since l-ord Camden
first began building and which are contjnuing today. Some ofthe pictures. such
as that of a Clpriot woman doing outwork at home, ruill provide useful social
evidence for the future.

There is an introducilon tr"acing the history of the area. The tibrarian reports
that 9OO copies of Carnden ?otrJn werc sold in five weeks.



Donaldson, I. East Lothian gran estones. Eost l-othilJn District Library, 1991.
72pp. Aa.95 pILLs 91.00 p&p Jrotn the Communug Serxices Librarilin, Library
Headquatters. bfige Street, Hadd,ington, EH41 3DX.

This volumc is intended as a visitors guide to thc tombstone art ofEast l-otiian.
The author is obviously an enthusiast and. after a historical lntioductlon,
chaptcrs deal with specific tlpes of cmblem used, for instance 'Sowers and
Reapers'and Angels and Deaths Heads'. It is very well illustrated, though the
keying system from the gazetteer and index is neither clear nor explained. A
fascinaling book. well designed and illustrated. but suffering from some
production crrors. Surprisingly. there is no ISBN.

Jamieson, I. I-ocal Sturiies. In Brilish libranansllip and i\fodnation LL)otk. 1986
1990. Vol 1.1.4PL. 1992. pp117 llll.

A sun'eyofdevelopments in k)cal studies librarianship over the period, continuing
slmilar survcys in previous editions of BLIW. There is an 83 ltem bibliography.

Spittal. .t /rlom BeotL)LrlJ to tlv U^iaersitu oJ York computer the historicgtaph!)
ol tuxal history. kral History Mogazile. 33. March/April 1992. pp 14'17: 34,
June /Julg 1992, pp t4-la.

A useful outline of tlle development oflocal history studies, ending with the York
University bibliographtcal project. now unfortunately in abeyance. Since the
article was written, other computer based systems, such as those developed at
Hull University, have come into existence.

MJreu. A. Aninuilationtoexplor.,: ten Veors oJthe G<xlfreg n-Laps. Lol:alHLstory
Magazlne,33, March/April 1992, pp 10-13.

B.iefly describes the origins and development ofthe series, which now numbers
over 550 shcets. with a description ofpresent progress and future plans. The
article also gives Alan Godfrey's personal r4ev,rs on the nature and importance
of Iocal history.
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