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From the Chairman

Come under the Umbrell-Al One ofthe best ways to keep in touch \tith what is
going on in the profession is to attend meetings and conferences. The papers are
useful - but so also is the chance to meet others working in the saJne field.
Discussing ideas and problems related to your service can put them in
perspective and often suggest solutions. ISG, as you know, provides such
opportunities invarious paits of the country, eitheron its own orin partnership
with other groups. The biggest meeting of all is about to take place - The Library
Association's Umbrell-{ weekend school at Ireds from July Sth 7th. From the
lea{let sent out wit}r ttre last issue you would see that this is ajointventure wit}r
input from most ofthe Groups of the l-.\ and I^SG is taking a full part. We have
arranged an attractjve programme incorporating speakers from all pa.ts ofthe
British Isles and from abroad. Assumpta Baillac from Spain will talk about local
studies librarianship there particularly relevantbecause she hasjust finished
preparing a set of guidelines for local studies libraries in Catalunya. Other
speal<ers deal with co operation between libraries in Northern Ireland and on
outreach in Scotland. Other topics include the national curriculum arld local
history, ephemera. arld local studies and the mulUculLural cornmunity. On a
Iighter note, in a Joint meeting with the Audiovisual Group, Malcolm Neesam
of North Yorkshire Libraiies will talk on The Yorkshire Spa, demonstrating how
commonplace local history material can be converted into an entertaining slide
sho\M. Do not miss the story of the cold rvater douchel In addiuon to all this the
DorothyMcculla Prize for 1991 will be a\Marded toJoe Fisher of Glasgow by Tom
Featherstone, the I-A President. at a Reception on Friday.

Delegates will of course be able to attend any of the parallel sessions at tlre
School, and there are one or two others on local history themes, butwe feel tiat
we have put forward an extremely attractive programme for our members as \Mell
for other delegates.

Ifyou have already registered all this will be available to you. Ifyou can't come
to the whole weekend, why not take advantage of the facility to come for one of
the days? Because of publication schedules it may be that by the time you
receive this a late booking supplement may be payable - but is even this not
worthwhile? This is the largest weekend school for many years. Take the
opportunity to meet colleagues and hear the papers.

I look forward to meeting you there.



V/tth the eclat of a proverb: or, Blow your own trumpet

When Elizabeth Bennett, in Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, wished to taunt
Mr. Darcy she accused him ofonlyspeaking when he could amaze awhole room
and say something that would be handed down to posterity with all the eclat of
a proverb'. I have often heard librarians in particulai, respond to articles in
professional magazines about the activities of their colleagues with a dismissive
shrug ofthe shoulders and the muttered comments'wcve all been doing that
for years'. Even in my o\xn authority it has been known for information about
very valuable and Ume consuming projects to be omitted from reports either
because tiey have become aJt accepted ald therefore almost forgotten part of
the scene or because the writer thought that everyone reading the report knew
about them and would automatically remember to take them into account. In
practice of course neither of these assumptions can be made. The people who
need to be informed and impressed change regularty and even the old limers
may have forgotten you, among the \Melter of information landingon their dcsks.

As tie article you read was considered worthy ofpublicauon I presume an editor
had never before seen that topic discussed. or so well presented. If we have been
doing it for years why not? Could it be that we have been waiung to announce
the earth shattering innovation which is going to be the crowning point of our
careers, in the meanwhile missing numerous opportunities of sharing our
triumphs and of shouting long and hard about ourselves in the local, nauonal
and professional press, even perhaps to our bosses?

May I presume to guess what you are thinking? you are too busy actually doing
thejob to wasteyour Ume exTlaining to people who seem to be solely preoccupied
with the latest managerial philosophy that can be expressed by a handy set of
initials. These are, however, precisely the people you must talk to and the
philosophies that should be used to your advartage. This is not as cjmical as
it sounds. New ideas are usually old orres, and often good ones, wrapped up in
hlpe. Find the core of tiuth and apply it to your orr.n situation and you c.llr
usually turn it to the public's advantage arld please a]l levels ofthe svstem at
the same time.

We kno\ / that lrcal Studies. far from being a quiet backwater where introverts
can pass their hours writing about the Vicissitudes of Little puddletown'is one
of the areas of the profession in the forefront of technolos. and, more impor
tantly, most in touch with the activities and preoccupations of tie surrounding
community. Who is better placed than the departrnent which collects local
magazines. to write snappy relevant pieces for had pressed editors? Time is not
really a consideration here as rve are talking about putting into a written
paragraph what we may otherwise explain several times to individual members
of the public. It is all on the tip of our tongues. Invest a fe\r minutes wisely to
reach not only your regularaudience but mary newcustomers. The cumulative
effect of\rhat is, after all, only doingyour job rvell can enhance your image and
your status with many people you had no intention of targeting.



Do not assume that your colleagues are aware ofall your init-iatives. Those on
whom they directly impinge may know the results but may not appreciate the
commitment in stalf time that went before. Tal<e any opportunity in your staff
magazine or information sheet to laud your effoits while seeming solely to
inform. The I-ocal Studies Centies and the Archives Departnents in Notting-
hamshire produce a supplement to the regular in-house publicauon. Because
it has its own tide ard style t believe tt has more impact than the same number
ofshort notices in the main text. (In fact would they ever be written \Mithout the
motivauon of lilling a significant number of attributable A4 pages?) Ifyou are
luclry enough to have stafl spread the load of writing amongst them, as much
as for their benefit as yours. and make notes constantly of suitable items for
inclusion instead of relying on the last minute desperate memory test. Try to
rope in the actual users of the librarjr - more notice will be taken oftheir views
ofyour efforts than anything you could say about yourself.

All your support on the staffing and financial fronts comes from senior
management so the last thing you want to do is keep them in the dark about
your achievements. These are your evidence foryour professional expertise aIId
therefore yourjusufication for demanding their confidence in, and support of,
your future initiauves. Make use ofthe meetings you attend not only to pass on
information but to get it minuted. Make sure that no opportunities are missed
forincludingthe Ircal Studies staif or materials in more general activities; there
is a local aspect to everyone else's idea. be it multicultural, childrens, reminis-
cence work or any other preoccupation of the moment.

Having made sure that all in the irnmediate neighbourhood know all you are
doing tell the rest ofus. You never know, you may be uniquel Even ifnot you have
no doubt met and overcome maJly problems u/hich if shared could prevent
others from wasting their time re-invenung the wheel or worse ending up with
a square one. It is vital that we all invest in our profession and usually this has
to be in time. It would be very easy, for example, to refuse work e>eerience to
school children and students oflibrarianship on thegrounds oflack ofstafftime.
I always trJr to say yes.

I have felt it not only a dutybut a pleasure to belong to Groups oftheAssociauon,
in my early days to learn and now, hopefully, to share some useful experience.
If we do not make time to take some at least of these positive measures to
public?e ourselves and to pass on our expertise we should not haveJoined the
profession.

Up banners and shout!

Sheila M. Cooke.
Head of l-ocal Studies,

Nottinghamshire.



Local Studies Accommodatlon ln tbe publlc Llbrary Buildings
of r9a4-19a9

The publication of Library butdings 1984 rcag, a further retrospective collec
tion of descriptions of recent librarjr buildings, provides another opportunity to
lookat the space allocations for local studies collections in public librariesr. The
table below lists 19 public library buildings of the period, described in re above
publicauon. where the space allocated to local studies has been sepaiately
indicated, although the actual heading used is 'local studies/archives,. This
indicates one of the maiy dilficulties in attempung to see any useful patterns
in the figures tlat are presented. A similai anatysis was made of twenty one
public library buildings of the 1975- 1983 period and tiis was published in an
earlier issue of I-ocal studies Libraian 2 However, that was w.ithout tlle benefit
ofa spreadsheet and with that benefft on this occasion I have taken a somewhat
different approach.

The buildings listed belowrange in size from 387.5m, (Ellon) to 8,872m, (Cardifo
with an average size of2,586m2. The amount ofspace allocated to local studies/
archives ranges from 2Om2 (Nelvcastle, Northern Ireland) to 380m, (Bar-nstaple

which is both libralf alld record oflice). Interestingly these figures do not refer
to the smallest or largest libraries noted in t}le preyious sentence. The average
space allocated for local studies/archives in these buildings is nearly l33mr.

Some interesting ligures emerge when the arnount of space Eiven over to local
studies/archives is calculated as a percentage of the total bullding. The lowest
percentage is 1.59olo (Dast Kilbride), for one of t}Ie larger buildings listed, arld
the highestis 15.2olo {Barnstaple) which, as noted eailier, has a record office. The
average percentage for local studies/archives is 6.280lo, which is not met by any
ofthe libraries listed - tie neaiest is Ne*to\r'n (powys) with 5.66%0. This average
percentage of6.28yo is reduced to 5. l4olo ifone calculates the average size oflocal
collecuon space in relation to the avetage building size. Three librades come
close to this percentage.

Where stock capacity figures are available, the smallest collection is housed in
the smallest library but the largest collecuon (28,000, Carlisle), is not housed
in the biggest space. The average size collecuon for Lhe thirteen libraiies for
which figures are available isjust over IO,OOO volumes.

Do these ffgures provide any help in deciding the amount of space for local
studies? I have indicated my reservauons in the eatlier survey and these latest
ffgures once again demonstrate the apparent errauc relationships between
overall libra,l/ size, local studies space, and volumes housed - and I have not
included the variable of tie population served by a Even building in the
equatjon. tocal circumstarce (e.g. *le centralisadon or the decenLraliiaUon of
collecuons)will, ofcourse. help explain tiese difficulties. Nevertheless, from the
Iigures presented below a percentage has emerged for local studies space
provision that might bear more detailed investigation.

1 Harnen, K.C. cd. Librnry buillings t9a4 19a9. h.don Ltbnry scM.es Limur{, t99o.: Do,e, M,D. Llnl studte aNnxiodaron in redr pubt,c ltbnry butldlngs.
rel sludrps !6@'ion 7 {l) SpnnA lgaa, 4 5_



Llbrary Bldg slze Local studles/ % of Bldg Stock
(sq.m) archlves (sq.m) Capactty

Reading Central 3.339.00 123.00 3.68 r5.0OO
Lib {Berks)
r985

Coventry Cent Lib 4.rOO.OO 182.00 4.44 n/a
1986

Carlisle Lib 3,OOO.OO I2O.OO 4.OO 28.000
(Cumbria)
r9B6

Chesterfield Lib 4.1OO.OO 200.00 4.88 15.OOO
{Derbyshire)
1985

Barnstaple Lib & 2,5OO.OO 38O.OO 15.20 2O,OOO
Rec Off (Devon)
r988

Ealing Ccnt Lib 2,636.73 190.86 7.24 25,780
198,1

East Kilbride 2,2OO.OO 35.00 1.59 r.0OO
Cent Lib
1989

SeveDoaks Cent 1,266.00 4l.OO 3.2 n/a
Lib {Kent)
r986

Grantham Lib 970,00 89.00 9.r8 5.010
(Lincs)
r984

N.E. Scodand Lib 1,486.00 186.00 12.52 n/a
Service Hg
1987

Ellon Lib (N.E. 387.50 27.50 7 .1O 4OO
Scodand Lib Serv)
1989

Newcastle Lib (S.E. 452.00 2O.OO 4.42 n/a
Ed & Lib Bd-
N. Ireland) 1984



Ubrarjr Bldt.lzc
(Eq.m)

Newark Lib (Notts) 879.00
r98a

Crompton Ub 692.00
(Oldham)
1989

Newton Area Ltb 742.OO
(Powys)
1989

Ilford Central Ltb 5.918.00
(Redbrldge)
1986.

Cardilf Central Ilb 8.872.00
& Hg (S. Glamorgan)
r98a

Jersey Ubrary
1989

3.O14.O0

Local studtcr/ % of Bfdg
lrchtve3 (.q.ml

76.00 8.65

79.00

42.OO

r38.00

360.00

l03.oo

lr.42

5.66

2.33

4.06

Stoct
Capaclty

5,300

I,323

r,500

3,500

10,000

Average2,586.35 Av.132.91

3.42 n/a

Totd 1gl,A13

Av. 6.28 Av.lO,I39.46

Mlchael Den'e
L€cturer, Dcpt. of Information & Ltbrary Studies,

UCW, Aberysnvy0r



Entente Cordlale ln Hampshlre

Fouryears ago, Councillors aJld oflicers of Hampshire County Council realizing
the implications of the Single European Market of 1992,/93, decided to prepaie
Hampshire for its impact. The Hampshire Development Association had already
been established to sumulate business enterprises in the county, but a need was
idenuffed for a new initiative to raise public awareness about the Singe Market-
A co operation agreementwas arranged with l-ower Normandy, chosen because
ofits similariues ofpopulauon, size and economic activiues, and the Hampshire
- Normandy Accord was signed in Winchester on 26 October 1989.

The Accord differed from twinning in that it stressed economic benefits rather
than social links; four principal spheres oft luence were identilied: transport,
technolos/, education and tourism. Ferryservices have been improved between
Portsmouth and Cherbourg (and latterly Caen), joint research departnents of
Hampshire County Council have embarked on projects are under way in the
universities ofSouthampton and Caen. and various projects such as analysing
tra.iningneeds in foreign language skills. Hampshire County Libraijr Sereice has
played a leading role in fostering a good working relationship with our col
leagues in Normandy, and especially in Caen.

John Beard, County Librarian of Hampshire, met Alain Girard of Caen Public
Libraries at an IFLA conference in Paris. Caen is t\rr'inned with Portsmouth, and
A]ain asked if he could visit Hampshire libraiies and Portsmouth in particu-
lar. A three-dayvisitwas planned and Alain arived on 27 June lastyear, staying
at t}Ie home of the Portsmouth Divisional Librarian. The first day rvas spent in
Portsmouth Librarlr, the second at the County Library Headquarters fwinches-
ter) and the third at Soutiampton Centrat Ubrary and Portsmouth Poljtechnic
Libra.y.

A retum visit to Caen was proposed for the autumn: the principat topics of
interest to the French were the exchanges ofpersonnel for working and training
(Caen University has a Librarj/ School), a co operative scheme based on tlle
successful HATRICS, Joint publication of local history and tourist information.
and exchange of deposit collecuons and travelling exhibiuons on local history.
The party which made the retum visit on 15 17 October comprised John Beard,
Nick Fox {Assistant CounB/ Librarian, Informauon Services), John Thorn
{Divisional Librarian ofPortsmouth)and PhitippaStevens (County I-ocal Studies
Librarian).

The first discussion idenuffed the need to learn more about each others' systems
of local government and the administration of public libraqr services. l\Mo
seminars were planned, one for April in Portsmouth whenFrench tiainers will
teach us about French systems, and one for May in Caen when EnAlish
librarians \Mill tell the French about our practices. In the second session, Nick
Fox gave a comprehensive account of IIATRICS ard invited discussion on a
French equivalent system. As the French are less advanced in inter-librarjr co-
operation any such scheme would have to be built from scratch, so the French



equivalent would be a unlque structure rather than a clone of IIATRICS.
The local studies sessions began with an address by M. Fontes, Diiector ofthe
Regional Centre for Educational Publications, (Ministry of&lucation)who pre-
sented some impressive study packs on William the Conqueror, the Normandy
Landings of 1944 and indi\,'idual towns. The highly centr:alised French educa-
Uon system enables such publicauons to be issued in advance of study, while
in Britain we are hampered by not knowing Phat projects teachers will set for
pupils, or which topics children will choose for their GCSE studies.

A representative ofthe Museum ofPeace was also present, and described a series
of leallets already published on the Normandy Landings of lg44 and some
forthcoming brochures on frdividual battles. Such publicatjons are useful for
tourists as well as school children, and are suitable for translation and
distribution in other countries. The group discussed various ideas including
translations of existing ter1s, commissioning Join y funded publications in
parallel text and in translation, multi media packs oftexts, slides and cassettes,
andvideos. The latterlend themselves to tourism as well as education. as certain
regions {e.9. the New Forest) and individual towns (Caen, Bayeux, Winchester)
could be promoted as well as heritage-trails and visitor centes such as the
Defence of the Realm complex at Portsmouth (theVictory. the MaryRose and the
Wairior ships in the Dockyard). Problems of financing and sponsorship were
discussed, and the session closed with an invitation from M. Fontes to inspect
his showrooms in Caen at a later date.

The fiial session er?lored the possiblity of staff exchanges between portsmouth
and Caen as twin towns, and also with Southampton; the French erT,ressed a
need to know more about librarJr services to ethnic communities and Alain
Girard had admired our Southampton services for the Asian minority groups.
An exchange of collections was also discussed, wherein Caen public Libraries
would send some incunabulaand medieval manuscripts (includingan exquisite
Book ofHours) to Portsmouth Librar-y for public display, and portsmouth u,ould
send some ofits treasures from the lrcal arld Naval Collection for exhibition at
Caen. Finally, it was agreed to establish a permanent Normandy Collection in
Hampshire and a Hampshire Collecuon of books in Normandy, and as a
practical gesture our hosts presented us with several newbooks about Caen arld
Normandy to lay the foundations of the Normandy Collection in Hampshire.

Throughout the visit the generosity of our hosts was matched only by their
linguisuc ability, which was truly humbling. A tour of Caen Central Libraiy
hcluded the Normandy Collection, housed in a large airy roorr of the modem
building and adorned with oil paintings and other pictures. The collection
comprises almost IO,OOO books and 8,000 pamphlets, arld includes manu-
scripts and early printed books from the Caen press of 1480. Maps, illustrations.
press-cuttings, videos and cassettes are also represented, and localnewspapers
are kept on microlilm. In short, the collecuon was similar to our local studies
collectjons in Britain; a brief trip to a branch library in the suburbs of Caen
conlirmed the many similarities in our disciplines and cultures.



In November letters were received from Alain Girard ard M. Fontes enclosing
copies oftheir catalogues and requestlng help with checkingon Normardy Utles
published in Britain. In February, M. Phitippe Dupont, the newly appointed
Chief Librarian of Caen, made a thee-dayvisit to Hampshire libraiies accom
panied by Alain Girard. On I 1 and 12 April a partj. from Caen conducted a two-
day seminar at Portsmouth to teach us about the French local govemment
system and the public library structure, and on 23 and, 24 May a group of
Hampshire trainers will go to Caen to tell the French about the English systems.
Caen now has a direct ferry sen'ice to Portsmouth and we hope that our
geographical closeness will lead to increased understanding and co operauon
to improve both services.

Philippa Stevens
County Local Studies Librarian, Hanp-

shire

Ne\rs on Newspapers

The Northern Echopublished in Darlington. became the first British newspaper
to offer its contents to the public on CD-ROM \Mhen Project PANDA (Public
Access to Newspaper Database and Archive) was launched on December 14th,
t990. Since 1988 the full text of each days issue of this important regional
newspaperhas been entered on to a database. This is fullyindexed and contains
refcrences to photogtaphs and graphics: it is available on-line to Northern Echo
journalists and on subscription to extemal seaichers. Now tfre archive has been
transferred to CD ROM, and the PANDA project will provide free public access
to this resource. Workstauons have been installed in various public and
academic libraries. and it is hoped thatschools may tal{e advantage ofaspecially
low subscription offer. As a regional newspaper with several geographical
ediuons the CD ROM should, because ofits user-friendly access system, be of
considerable use to those needing local informauon and should ulumately
provide an increasingly useful easily-searchable source for local historians. The
lirst disc covers from November 1988 to July 1990 and updates will be quarterly.

The NEWSPI,AN project, with its aim of lisung, in anucipation of archival
microfilming, of local newspapers. is steadily continuing. The Minister for the
Arts, the Right Hon. Timothy Renton. launched the West Midlands Newsplan
report at Eveshan on March lgth, while that for the North West was published
last September. The latter report, as well as being issued in the British Libraiy s
Newsplan series, is available as part of the I-ancashire Bibliography. The value
of Newsplan is sho\rn by the fact tiat t}Ie North West report lists almost l2OO
Udes although itwas thought at its inception thatthere would probably be about
5OO titles within its scope. The third N€wsplan report issued recenfly was that
for Yorkshire and Humberside: IsG Treasurer Elizabeth Melrose is Chairman
of Newsplan for this area. All Newsplan reports are published by the British
Library alld are obtainable from the Publicauons Sales Unit at Boston Spa at
€30.00 each.

A national Newsplan conference was held at the end ofApril at Stoke Rochford
v/hen a wide variety of topics including newspaper production, provision,



preservation zrnd research use were dlscussed by experts. A report u/ill appear
tn the next issue of I^SL.

The Brtush Library has also been active in the field of free newspapers. Ttre
Newspaper Librarjr has commissioned a consultant, Selw].n Eagle, to carry out
a survey of free newspapers and how libraiies treat them. Ouestionnaires are
being sent to public libraries and to newspaper publishers and distributors , The
project report is expected to propose a national strates/ for the acquisition and
preservation of free newspapers.

Over the past ten yeais the Bdush Libraiy Ne\rspaper Ubrary has been
gathering information on local newspaper indexes and has now created a
database listing them. At present there ar:e 982 records on t-I-e database, \ /hich
covers the Untted Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. Some indexes are
current but others cover particulai periods of time, and some have recen y had
to be abardoned when funding for their project ceased, many had taken
advantage ofgovernment trainingschemes to get t}le work done. Iti; anLicipated
that a printed volume will be produced with revised editions appearing every
three years if there is suflicient demand.

Mystery Tours ln West Lothlan

IndustrialWest tothian, with its relics ofthe mining industryand its NewTown
of Livingston, may not seem, to those who know the area. to provide likely
destinations for a coach tiip - hardly redolent ofhistory and romar-rce! However,
every community has a past and contributes its share to our local heritage.

ln eaily 1990, West Lothian District Libraries organised a series of events on
theloosetheme of tourism. The I-ocal Studies Librarian, in consultation with tl-e
Marketing Group, decided upon a mystery bus tour - mystery because at tiat
stage rve had no idea where \re should go! Cautiously, we decided to book a l4_
seat minibus for one evening at the beginning of May. The event was only
advertised in the District Council newsletter In Touch distributed to every
household in the Distiict. So great was the response that we were obliged t;
arrange a second evening. and book a 48 seater coach.

The previous local studies librarian, Mrs. Jean Brady, who had retired at
Christmas, agreed to be our courier. The local studies librarians, past and
present, got together arld planned a route taking in some ofthe less well-known
places of interest. We started from Bathgate and passed through Livingston.
visiting several mansion houses which have been conserved amid the new town
architecture; then on through Polbeth, West Calder, Addiewell, Stoneyburn and
Whitburn with their association with the shale mining industry: and back to
Bathgate. Tea ard sandwiches were provided at library headquarters, as well as
the opportunity to look at the local studies room and a small exhibitjon about
the places visited on the tour. A member of our stalf - Norma Bonnar - v/ho is
a fine accordionist, played tunes with local associations - ijessie o'the Dell" and
the 'l,ass o' Livingston-.



We were blessed with two warm and beautjful evenings in May and the
countryside looked at its best - even Addiewell looked quite cheerfull The tours
were voted a great success, so another was run as pait of Local History Week
in an afternoon.

Severa.l points emerged during the tours which we shall bear in mind when
planning future ones. It is advisable to do a dryrun round the route beforehand
to check the uming (our tour lasted from 7-8.30 p.m., rvith tea thereafter); and
to check that access is possible for a coach. Our driver was obliged to reverse
out of Livingston Village because I had under-estimated the turning circle of a
bus! The courier will need a P.A. system in order to be heaid when the bus is in
motion.

We found that the tour attiacted mainly older people, who, once they were on
the bus, were happy to remain seated. We disembaiked once, for a walk across
Whitbum Kirkyard to visit the grave of Burns' illegitimate daughter Elizabeth.

Make sure thatyour courier is knov'ledgeable and entertaining: there is no point
in tellingyour customers more than they want to know. An added helper on the
bus is useful, to ensure that everyone can hear, and is comfortable, and to open
or close windows etc. we charged 50p for the tour and tea, but we raised this
in September to a more economic Sl.0O. Prior booking is essential, so that
transport and catering can be properly planned. And finally, pray for good
weatier!

M. Sybil Calderwood
Local Collection Librarian. West l-othian Distiict Council

Note: This article originally appeared in LOCSCOT, winter 1990.

The new Centre for Local Studies, Darllngton Branch Llbrary

Undl 1974 Darlington was a County Borough with its own library service. Ircal
govemment re-organisauon thatyear brought its libraryunder the authoriry of
Durham County Council, and it became the largest branch of Durham County
Libraiy. As such it retained its major services, including its loca-l history
collecuon. This had been estabtished with the opening of the Edward Pease
Public Library in 1885, and was part of the reference library collection.

Over the years it was added to considerably and by l97O had reached 26,301
items. It was therefore decided that it was necessary to create a separate local
history study room using part ofthe general reading room space. The main local
collecuon was housed in this room with back up stock kept in the basement:
microlilm viewers and local maps were housed in the reference library.

The area covered by the collecuon is Darlington and South Durham in deptir,
with general items on the northem aiea of North Yorkshire and the North East.
There aie also some items covering North Durham, Northumberland and other
fringe areas such as Cumberland, V/estnorland, Humberside and west York
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shire. The collection includes all B?es ofmaterial, in all formats, ranging from
books, posters, photographs and newspapers to oral tape recordings, videos.
microlilrn and maps, thus requiring a wide range of storage facilities. The
additionto thecollection inrecentyears ofmany genealogical items, partjcularly
the l84l - l8a I census retums for South West Durham and the Internationa.l
Genealogical Index for England, Scotland and Walcs has also increased the need
for mlcrolilm storage and viewers. Darlington is paiticularly proud of the
illustrations collectjon which includes over lO,O00 items ard the local newspa-
per cuttings index which dates from the I870's to the present day. Access to all
ofthe items is through a detailed subject card cataloguc and indexes maintaincd
by the staJf.

The collection is used by people from all wa.lks of Me. including authors, loca.l
historiarls, teachers, school children, students, businessmen, genealogists and
archaeologists. As well as local residents, many of the customers and enquiries
are from other areas of the country and abroad, For the year I989-90. 5,624
people used the collection. 156 letters were received and over 4OO telephone calls
were dealt with. The number of addiuons to stock for the sarne period was 1642
items.

Comparing the statistics for the year l97a l979with ligures for lg88 1989, it
can be seen that there has been a huge increase in usage. In lg78-1979 the
number ofpeople visiting the local history rccn was 2,197. In l9a8-89. 5.047
people used the service.'lhe number of items in stock increased from 49,552 in
1979 to 67,891 in 1989. The number of school parties wishing to visit the
departmentwas also growing and there was virtually no space to cater for thesc
groups. Witi an unprecedented number of genealogists using t}le local history
room the usage of t].e microfilm viewers was also o,?anding rapidly alrd their
location in the reference librarjr created a number ofproblems both for the staff
and tiepublic. Itwas eventually realised that the local studies sectjon could
notcater for and give a good service to the general public unlcss more space was
created for the increasing number of users. the ever growing stock and thc
equipment needed to display and housc thc collcction.

The most obvious solution was to extend the existing department by removing
the partition scpa.ating it from the Rcading Room. lt was felt that with the
decreasing number of people using the newspapers. these could be ntadc
available in the reference library, thus still providing the servicc. It also mcant
that t}le room would be retumed to itsoriginal grandeur.

It was necessary to close the department for seven weeks to remove the par-
UUon, redecorate and refurbish thc room. A limited service to the public was
operated during this period by moving microlilms into thereference library so
that microlilrn/liche records were sull accessible. Most of the stock and
furniture had to be moved out ofthe room during this Ume which was no easy
task, but fortunately we found enough shelf space to accommodate the books
in the basement. Catalogue drawers, filingcabinets alrd chairswere distributed
around the rest of the library building during the transiuon pertod.

r3



The room was completety refurbished and redecorated which greatly enhanced
the splendid period decor of the high ceiling. Carpeung reduced the noise level

in the department as well as helping to keep it warm. With the removal of the
partiuon there \rere three more windo\ts in the room which made it lighter and
more pleasant to work h, and the increased floor area gave the room a more
spacious appearance. All the existing fumiture was moved back into the room
and a speciat table was constructed to hold the rnicrolilm readers. Map chests
\rhich had previously been housed in the Reference Ltbraiy were transferred to
the new room-

It also became possible to display local history publications for sale. New audio
and video equipment was provided to enable the public to watch the videos and
hear the oral recording, which had not previously been possible The increased
floorspace means thataudio equipment canbe setupwhen requiied alrd bythe
use of headphones. other people using the department aie not disturbed

On wednesday 18th July 1990, the Centre for lrcal Studies was officially
opened by ttre authoress Nancy Livingston, \tho had previously researched
background informauon for her novels in the local history study room. The event
was attended by tie Mayor and Mayoress of Darlington, councillors, local
authors. historians, libraiians, teachers and some of the regular users of the
service. Light refreshments were served and aJter the official speeches. people
were free to look around the new Centre for l4cal Studies The response to tie
new secuon has been very favourable: our regular users were amazed at the
tiansformauon, and have frequently expressed how much they prefer working
in the new surroundings. School parties and other groups can now be accom-
modated with ease in the new spacious surroundings.

The main project now is to transfer the card catalogues on to computer, which
should take place in the near future. This will be a massive undertaking, but
when achieved, should release more space in the Centre and make cataloguing,
classilication and public access a great deal easier.

ACDRom player will eventually be located in the Centre for Local Studies, which
will provide access to the Northern Echo files from 1988 onwalds. with keyword
searching.

The Centre for lrcal Studieswas publicised during Libraty Promouon Fortnight
1990, with a local historian and genealogist giving talks on the sewice and how
they make use ofit. This proved very popular and an increase in use has been
felt as a result. we witl be able to use the Centre for Ircal Studies for this tlpe
of event in future years.

Since the offfcial opening in July, 1,303 people have visited the Centie for lrcal
Studies.

Alyson J. Herbert
Ubrarian, Centre for I-ocal Studies, Darlington Branch Ubrary



Llbrary Assoclatlon Local Studles Gioup - Annual Report l99O

The most tmportant aspect of the Croup's recent activities was the p u b I i c a
Uon in 1990, by the Libraijr Association, of the Guidelines Jot laxoL Stttdies
ProDision in L\blic libraries. compiled by the Group. These have been, on the
whole, favourably received by librarians throughout the country as well as
intemationally, with paiticular enthusiasm from Australia.

The live Branches throughout the United Kingdom have been particularly acuve
and each one has successfully organised seminars, courses and conferences.
The Scottish Branch organised and hosted the t^SC Weekend School at perth in
April. While the number of residential delegates was limited, a considerable
number ofday visitors attended, and the event, vrith its theni'e Ina:at stLtd,ies and
the rLeu technolqA was found both useful and enjoyable by those who were
there.

The l/xol Strxlies Li-brarian contjnues to be published twice a year and always
includ€s tnteresting artjcles for local history enthusiasts, local historians and
libraiians, as does its Scctlsh counterpart Ircscol. These are, of course. the
only British journals covering this area of tie profession in detail. Severat
members of the Group contributed chapters to the second volume of Michael
Dewe's invaluable l-ocdl StwTi.es Collections: q Maftual.

On the publicity side the croup adopted a logo and at the end of the year
preparauons were in hand for the production of a publicity leaflet.

The Group was invited to take part in the Library Technotosr Fair at Hatfield
Poll.technic in July when we provided talks and demonstrations on computers
and databases in local studies.

The Annual Ceneral Meeung was held in July at York where some sjxteen
members of the Group were wamly welcomed by Bernard Barr, Librarian of the
Minster Library who then conducted them round the library following a most
fascinating talk.
The yeat: saw the inauguration ofour new Chairman, Ian Jamieson ofNewcastle
Pol)-technic and a fond farewell to the reuring Chairman, Chris Makepeace,
whose enthusiasm and hard work have been so evident since the Group was
founded.

The Librarjr Associatjon / T.C. Fariries individual award for public Relations
achievementwent to the Ircal Studies Librarian at Cambridge, Mike petty, who
is the Eastern Counties Representative on tie t ocal Studies Group Committee.
The Dorothy Mcculla Memoriat Prize was not awaided during 1990, but it is
hoped that worthwhile nominations will be forthcoming for future years.

The Group agfeed to take pait in t}re Libra4/ Association's Umbrell-A vreekend
school in Ireds in l99l and by the end ofthe year an attractive programme had
been prepared by Elizabeth Melrose.

The lrcal Studies Group has had an acuve and successful year, aj:ld looks
forward with conlidence to 1.991.

Patrick Baird.
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'Ilave you seen.,.,?" Some recetrt .ltems of lnterest to Local
Studles Llbrarlans

Dctvc, Mlcb-&el (ed.) Local Studles Collectlons : a maDual. volume 2.
Govcr, 1991. 375 pp, E47.5O,ISBN O 566 03631 2.

This volume is designed to be complementary to the same editor's A rnanual ojf
local shrdres Librarianship, published in 1987 and presumably designed to be
complete in itself, It is therefore to the editor's and his contributors' credit that
this second bite at the cherry contains so many chapters of major signilicance
and interest.

Practising local studics librarians will find chapters 7 to 15, which deal with
various aspects ofcollection management alrd 'outreach'work ofmost intcrest.
Among thcse is Richard Harvey on -Cenealosr and family hi s tory".These
researchers are still sometjmcs regarded by local studies librarians as beingwell
within the 'nuisance' category. On the contrary. they ar.e usually pcople
attempung historical research for the ffrst time in tieir livcs, and are as
deserying of support as the legions ofill- prepared students who currently visit
local studies libraries and for whom the librahan is apparently expected to do
the teacher's work as wcll as his/her own. Richard Abbott, on 'Maps and plans-
males the mysteries of the Ordnance Survey clear, the first occasion on which
I have known this achicved. John Westmancoat on -Newspapers and
periodicals" is of equal value.

In addition to Thea Randall's long chapter on "Preservation arrd conservalion".
all authors recommend the bestcurrent practices and techniques for preservation
and access. It is distressingly ironic, thereforc, that this volumc should appear.
at a tjme when the countrjr's major loca.l studies collecuons, particularly those
in laJge urban centres. are suffering as never before from the triple threats of
lncreasing use, declining ftnancial resources and staffing cuts. It is to be hoped,
tiough without geat opLimism, that local studies librarianship will be able to
continue to provide the wide range of services which are detailed in this volume
and its predecessor.

The book is well produced, clearly p.inted. and has an excellent index and
bibliographies {aL f,47.5O, so it should!). Errors are few, although the radical
histortan E.P. ThomDson (p.238) becomes Edward P. Thomas a couple ofpages
later. Like its predecessor {now redesignated volume l) this is an essential work
for all libraries \!'lth a local studies collection.

Frank Manders
Ircal Studies Librarian (retd.)

Newcastle upon TJme City Librarles & Aits



A Glasgow CollectloD: €esays h holou.r of Joe Ftsher, €dlted by KeYln
Mccarra artd Hamlsh whjrte. Clasgoe Ctty Llbrsrtes, 1990. 156pp, 44,99.
rsBN o 906169 30 5.

This book ofreminiscences and essays is a tribute to Joe Fisher, recently retired
after twenty live years as Librarian of the locat studies departrnent of Glasgow
City Libraries. As two of the contributors have succincuy stated, "His retiral
from the Glasgow Room will be keenly felt..." However, the editors have brought
together some ofthose researchers whom Joe Fisher has helped over tI'e years
at the Mitchell Library. Each author has chosen to write on his own special
aspect of Glasgo\ ', No Mean Ciry and city ofculture. The result is a marvellous
pattern of differing themes, literary and sporting, historical and present day, all
making up parts of Glasgow s story. Some of the work, such as an article on
william Suarrier and child emigrant schemes, could in the future be expanded
to the great benellt of local historians.

Other interestjng essays include a topical biography ofScotland's ffrct woman
minister, Vera Kenmure; a report on a newspaper search uncovenng accounts
of drownings in the River Clyde and nearby canals; and a chapter on drink,
giving briefdetails of such clubs as the Grog Club, the Dirty Shirt Club and the
Rumblegmmpy.

The volume is prefaced by a knowledgeable appreciation of the Librarian who
in some cases advised the authors on tieir work, unaware that this book was
being compiled. A Clasgou Collecticn deserves a wide audience further afield
than tie city and pockets of exiled Glaswegians, both for its diverting content
and for the contribution ofJoe Fisher to the study of local history.

Elizabeth Melrose

Corntsh, G.P. Copyrlght: lnterpretlng the la*' for llbrarles alal archlves.
IltPL, 1990, 12app. Sr2.95 (S10.36 to Il\ membe.s). ISBN O a5365 7Og 2.

The new CopFight Act of 1988 makes vaiious changes to that of 1956, and witl-
increasing activity by local studies librarians in the fields of publication, ora-l

history and photographs, it is essental to keep up to date \Mith relevant
legislation. This book, by the British Library's CopFight Omcer, attempts to
cover this complex subject in a straight forward way. By means ofquestion and
answer the law relaung to all kinds of material including photographs, sound
recordings, videos and broadcasts, as well as literarlr works, is dealt with.
Although the posiuon is sometimes complex, it is generally clearly explained.
The local studies librarian will ffnd this work a useful summary of the present
posiuon.



Makepeacc, C.E. Local hlstory. In L€8, P.w. and Day. d Hnted ref€r€nce
matcrlal. grd ed, IIPL, r99O, pp 230-265.

A useful intioduction to sources of informatjon on local history. A wide rangc
of aspects from introductions to local history research to manuals for local
studies librarians is covered. though the chapter mainly deals with guides to
t}le various kinds of source materials used by local historians.

This is a considerably re\rrttten arld updated version of the sa.me author's
contribution to the previous editlon ofPrinted reference material. with material
included up to 1989,

Flood, A. The Irlsh t! Ca.rden. Lelsurc Servlces Dept, Londo! Borough of
C8mdetr, 1990. 27pp. 11.95 (12.35 by post from Local Studles Llbrary,
Ss'lss Cottage Llbrary, 88 Avetrue Road, London llw3 SIIA). ISBN O 90l3ag
6L 7.

This is an attempt to provide a brief sketch of tle history and contemporary
presence oflrish peoplc in Camden. This is t}te largcst non- English community
in the borough aJtd one about which almost nothing has been written. Covering
a period from the origins of Irish immigration to t}le present day, it is intended
largely for teachers. but is aimed also at the general reader. Apart from such
previous wriUngs as there are, the sources used include census figures and local
authority statistical compilations.

This pamphlet is a good example of the kind of original work which cai be
prepared by librarians from the sources at their disposal, to meet a paiticular
need. Given the present interest in minority groups. this seems a useful
compilation which could be followed up elsewhere. The author is tie Carnden s
Irish Community Librarian. Production ls cheap but adequate, apparently done
in-house.



Mcvlcar, D. Oae slnger, one soDg. f99O. f76pp. t4.99. ISBN O 9OGf69 3f
3: Marshatl, J. Csthcart and lts envlronE. 199O. 6opp. f3.95. ISBN O 906f69
26 7: Parsonage, G. Rescue hls buslness, the Clyde hls llfe. f99O. 252pp.
45.99. ISBN O 9OGr69 29 t. A[ publkhed by Glasgos Clty Ltbrarles.

Threeveryvaried publications from Glasgow's growinglist. Ofte singer, one song
is a personal account of folk music and folk singers in Glasgow. A mlxture of
information, reminiscence, biographyand words and music, it gives a fascinating
picture of the Folk Revival in Glasgow. Cdthcort is a conventional pictorial
reminiscence of the area, but with the added feature that it is arranged so tlrat
the locauons can be followed as a'town trail by car, the Journey taking about
an hour and a halfincluding stops. Rescue his blrsiness, the Clyde his l{/e is the
story of the Glasgow Humane Society, with its long record ofrecovering bodies
and saving lives on the Clyde. It is mainly about its longest serving and best
known Officer, Ben Parsonage, and is written by his son. the present Officer. It
is a record ofBen's work for the comnunity, but also provides a vivid picture of
aspects of Olasgow life during the past half century. Ali three works are well
produced.

The Dorothy McCuIla Memorlal Prlze

The Dorothy Mcculla Prize for l99l has been awarded to Joe Fisher ofGlasgow.
Until his recent retirement Joe was Librarian of the Glasgow Room of the
Mitchell Library for twenty five years. As well as building up the excellent sen ice
there he was a founder member of l-ocscot, I^SG s Scotush Branch, ofwhich he
was ffrst secretaiy, then, from 1985, chairman. The Award has been made in
recognition ofJoe s maJly services to local studies librarianship in Scotland. The
presentation will take place at the l,A's Umbrell-A weekend School at I€eds in
July.

we should like to take this opportuniry to remind readers that nominations
for the Mcculla Prize may be made at any ume. The closing date for each year
is no\r January 3lst, arld nominations are considered at the first Committee
meeting of the year, usually in March.

Notes and News

This is a reminder that late last year the l,A produced second editions of its
pamphlets on copl,right in libraries. There are sepaiate publications covering
industrial ard commercial libraries, NHS libraries, pol]'technic and university
libraries, school and college libraries, and public libraries. while these are prices
publicauons, each member is entitled to one copy of one of the Utles free of
charge. These guidelines offer a summaiy of cop].right law as it affects each t]?e
of library. They provide a briefand more formal approach than that of Graham
Comish, whose book is reviewed elsewhere in this issue. The LA has also
produced an A3 size laminated poster explaining the main cop,'right provisions
for users of photocopying machines. The price for a single copy is €2.50 (13.50
non members): there are reductions for quantity purchases.



Commlttee Matters

The I.sC Committee met at the Library Association on 6th March 1991. Among
the items discussed were the following:

1 Joe Ftsher's retirement from the post oflocal studies librariar, Glasgow
Libraries. prompted massive publicity in the local press. and it was
unanimously agreed that he should receive the Dorothy McCullaAward, to
be presented at t€eds in July

2. Diana Winterbotham has given several presentations on the l Curleiines,
and will speak on them again at theJoint South Western Branch/lsc
meeting at Exeter on June 6th entitled Marsho,[ing regiotal resources.

4.

3.

5.

The LSG publicity leaflet ls about to be printed, and should be ready for
distribution at the I-A event Under one umbrella at l,eeds in July.

Intemal restructuring in Glasgow, Essex, Kent and Cambridgeshire may
threaten the status of local studies librarianship there. Even a slight shift
ofemphasis could erode currcnt standards of seryice, and the Group is to
keep a close eye on developments here ard elsewhere.

TheWest Midlands Ne@splanwas to be launched byTimothy Renton. M.P.
on lgth Mar.ch: the national Ne.rsplan meetjng at Stoke Rochford
(Lincolnshire) on 29th-3othApril was also expected to be ofinterest to local
studies librarians,

In March the Hon. Secretarlr attended a meeting to discuss a conference on
conservatjon to be held in 1992. More details later: watch this spacel

Philippa Stevens
Assistant Hon. Secretarv

Notes ard News

The l,everhulme Trust has awarded a grant of €38,250 to the Departrnent of
Informauon and Library Studies, University College of Walcs, Aberystwj,ti, in
association with the National Library of Wales. for a two ycai research projcct
aimed at establishing a collecuon policy for printed Welsh ephemera. Ttre
research will be concemed with collection policy at both Welsh and English.

The project, which will commence in October 1991, will be under the supervision
ofMichael Dewe.lecturerin the Department oflnformation ard library Studies,
and Dr. LionelMadden, KeeperofPrinted Books at the National LibraryofWales.
Michael Dewe is also a member of the I^SG Committee and Chair of the t^Sc's
Welsh Branch.

6.



LSG Commlttee, 1990-91

Chdinnlan: [aI Janieson, Dept of Librarianship and Information Studies,
Ne\rcastle PoMechnic

Vire Chai"''l/l.n: Diana Winterbottom, The tancashire Library
Hoft. Secretary: Patrick Baird, Birmingham Public Libraries
Hon Treosurer: Elizabeth Anne Melrose, North Yorkshire County Library
Assislant Hon. Secretary: Philippa Stevens, Hampshire County Library
Library Assot:iatioft Coun illDr: Paul Sturges, Dept of Library and Information

Studies, Irughborough University.

Menbers:
Sheila Cooke, Notunghamshire County Library
Jaie Dansie, Essex County Library
Brian Hall, Dept of Libraiianship, Birmingham Pol)'technic
Ian Maxed, Devon County Library
Martin Olive. Shefneld Libraries

B r onc h Re p re s e ntatiu e s :
Eastern Counties: Michael Petty, Cambridgeshire Libraries
Irndon and Home Countres: Joanna Clark, Museum of lrndon.
North Western: Alice I-ock, Tameside Public Library
Scottish: Don Martin. Strathkelvin District Libraries
welsh: Michael Dewe, Dept of information alld library Studies. University
College of wales, Aberysrw)'rh.

Contact with northem lreland is maintained through the Library Ircal Studies
Panel (Secretary, Kate McAllister, Westem Education and Libraijr Board).

As can be seen from the foregoing list, tlre Oroup has committed members in
most parts of the country. If you have any ideas or suggestons for the
Committee, please do not hesitate to get in touch with your nearest committee
member or the Hon., Secretary.

The Committee will end its term of oflice in December. Nominations for the 1992-
93 Committee will be called for later this yeai.



CONSERVATION STORAGE
ACID I'REE S1'()RAGT] BOXES

.._:,::"I*jll:.._. ARcHrvE rloxEs sor.ANDER BOXES

Establishcd in 1914 bl the thth€r of our pres€nt Chairman, our Compan) has ?S )ears
€xperi€ncc in making hand mad€ boxes.

Our products arc used by many goiernment departmen!s, national and locrl muscums,
as rv€ll as libraries, rccord offic€s, art gallet.i€s and busifteses a over th€ countrr.

In this ag€ of standardisation w€ arc still vcrr pleased to make th€ stigh , off-beat sizc,
colour or stvle. Our aim is to manufacturc exacfly what the customer wants.

Please \r'rite or tel€phone if you $rutd Iike morc informaaion.

G. RYDER & CO. LTDL
I)ENBIGH ROAD. BLI'I'CHLEY.

MII,TON KI]YNES. I]T,ICKS. MKI ID(:
TEIEPHOl\-E: Milton K.rnes (0908) 17552,1

TOM VALENTINE

Olfers u complete Binding, Book and Document

Conservation Service to all Librarians ut

competitive prices.

The Service is backed up by a l(etime of
practical experience. All materials wed conform
to Archival Standards.

QUALIry AND PERSONAL SERVICE GUARANTEEI)

Carronvalc Bindery, 18 Main Street, Larbert,
Scotland FK5 3AN Telephonc 0324 55224i



WE ASK YOU TO BRING AN
OPEN MIND,

NOT AN OPEN WALLET
Under one UmbrellA
ln the first plabe, it's a three-day

training session.

A training session that will generate

ideas. Challenge beliefs. Promote

new concepts.

You'll have a choice of more than

100 dedicated seminars. And around

70 speakers.

With subjects as diverse as

Perf ormance i,4anagement. The

EEC. Computers. Rare books. The

CAB and local libraries. Government

publishing. Staff recruitment. Plus,

plus, plus.

Which makes it one of the most

comprehensive library-science

training weekend programmes ever

devised.

What it won't be is dull.

ELGS'9I
ln the second place, ELGS'91 is an

exhibition designed to cover Library

Goods and Services from a to z.

From computer technology to

shelving. From speciaiist publishers

to furniture.

You name it - we've got it.

So it's a hvo{ier event. Under one

Umbr--lLA. The LA umbrella.

What will all of this cost you?

Nothing io see the exhibition.

Otherwrse jusl 199.50 for three days.

Or t25 daily non-residential. Not a

lot to pay tor what you get.

The venue is Leeds University. The

dates are 5-7 July.

And the time to book is now.

Just fill in the coupon. We'll fill in the

details.

ld jke to know more aboul Leeds 91. PLease send a the iacts and ligures

NAMI ....
ADDRESS.

VEVBEBSHIP NUVBEq rr' \row1)

Please tick lot delails an:

Crdche lac Lities tr
D sabled accommodalof fl L€€ds tz luly 1991

Rob Palmer,Chiel Execulive's Otlice
The Library Associalion, T Ridgmount Slreet, London WClE 7AE



Acid-f ree
Archive Boxes a nd

Envelopes
by C.A. Goutts

C. A. Coutts Ltd.
Violet Road
London E3 3OL
Tel: 071-515 6171
Telex No.:916298
Fax: 071-987 6839

"''.''
'r." -.

Contact:
David Harris
Director


