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Editorial

Bibliographical organisation is now clearly one ofthe main topics of conccrn tcr
Iocai studies librarians. The last issue dcalt with some aspccts of local
bibliography and we rerurn to the subject in this one. The articlcs in last
wintcr's issue produced two responses suggesting possible ways ofproducing
bibliographies of immediate local value. Vhat is often forgotten, howcver, ii
tbat the material in local collections m:y h avc a value to srud en rs far bcyt nd the
localarea. Current bibliographies pick up somc local publications, but there is

also the question of older material. ESTC, as described by Ian Maxted in this
issue, is a national resourcc which can bc grearly expanded by the inclusion of
Iocally pubiished natcrial because so much of rhis material is nor held in our
national collccrions. It is pointed our, for insrance, that thc Exeter imprinrs
from thc \Westcountry Studies library amount to almost threequaners of the
totairecorded for the town in ESTC, and that, of twelve execution broadsheets
held in Exeter, none arc in the Brirish Library. Devon County Library cannot
be alonc in holding othcrw'isc unrecorded matcrial: hon-many othcr librancs
are contributing?

Modern technology makcs bibliographicai aids on a national scalc such as

ESTC and thc proposed York bibliograpical project possible, but it also has
other implications. Most libraries would sccm to make in housc indexJng
systems feasible. So far little has bccn published, though *'ork must be
proceeding in various places, and even if it is, as at Nevcastlc, only in the early
stagcs. of developmcnt, the editor vlould be verv plcascd to hear of any such
lnttlatlveS,

Thc ISG itself sccms to be flourishing. More meetings and day schools are
being held, and attracring good audienccs: a welcome point, too, is that rheir
proceedings are being rcported to LSI-. It may seem sorncwhat parochial to
report local meerings, but nost of rhese arc carefully organised and conrain
much of interest and value to the many (,rhers u ho s.crc nor pre.enr. Good
cxamples are those at Exeter and Stamford, as reportcd in this issue. The
London and Home Counties Branch organised a School at the British I-ibrary
Newspaper Library at Colindaic and have madc available transcripts of rap.
recordings ofthe papers - an initiarive which other meetings organiscrs mighr
coPy

The editor is al*'ays happy ro reccivc nraterial for the LSL, r'hether it be
news items, reports ofmcetings, publications forrevieu, orarticlcs. Allmateria1
for the lfinter issue should be subrnitted by October 12th.



The ESTC and its importance for the Local Studies
Librarian

Over the past four years my late evening duty in the Vcstcountry Studies
Library has had an added intcrcst. On the relatively few occasions when the
library has becn empry, or occupied by a few trusted regulars, I have cast a
funive glance ovcr myshouldcr and slipped into the stacks to search the shelves

for items published before 1 801. Th ese have had rheir title pages photocopied,
and these photocopies have bcen annotated to show shel{ mark, format,
pagination, and other relevant details. The annotated phorocopies have then
been forwarded to the British Library in batches, and I have retained a second
copy for informarion and security purposes. The last of ovcr 1,200 items was
returned to the shelves last December, about the same time as the British
I-ibrary completed the first phase ofthe project for which the information was
intended with thc microfchc publication of the frrst full catalogue of its 18th
century holdings.

The Eighteenth Century Short Title Cataloguc Project is not familiar in
detail to all librarians and it n-as decided that the LA I-ocal Studies and Rare
Books Groups should convene a meeting in Exeter to encourage others to
panicipate in this project. The meeting took place on 24 January and was
attended by librarians and archivists, mainly from the South Vest.

The f,rst speaker was Michacl Crump, assistant editor of the ESTC, who
stressed the international nature of thc projcct, which aimed to compile a

computer-held database for all matcrialprinted in Brirain and its colonies and

allEnglish language marerial published elsewhere bctween 1701 and 1800. First
conceived in 1916, rhe project has catalogued the 1 50,000 relevant items in the
BL in a MARC-compatiblc format and this base-{rle has becn available for
searching on-linc through BLAISE since 1982. Over 5O0librarics throughout
theworldhave sofaragreed to submitreturns for incorporation in the database

prior to the publication of the full ESTC in 1989.

Therc followed an on line dernonstration of the database, including an

effective example of how it can be used to identify incomplete items. Staristics
were snatched from the file at a speed which amazed thoscwho had ncvcr seen

such a monster in action before.

There were still some prescnt who were somen'hat bemused as to where
the localstudies librarian fitted into this grand international scheme q/ith its use

of new technology. These I attempted to win over by explaining not only the
methods I had used to submitreturns, whether photocopied tide pages orpre-
printed record cards, but also the sort of materiall had found. Some ofthe more
interesring items had been gathered into a small display for thc occasion.



It is only for the 18th century that most local collections begin to hold
...rbstardal amounrs of uniquc matcrial. Thc Vestcountry Studies Library for
example has only about 80 STC period items, and about 290 for the pcriod
covered by Wing (1641 1700). Perhaps half a dozen of these are items which
are otherwise unrecorded, but it is safe to saythat a much higher proportion of
the 864 18th century items will provc to bc unique. An important factor in this
is the spread of provincialprinting. In 1700 there werc active printing presses in
only half a dozen English provincial towns; in 1785John Pendred listed presses

in 120 localities.

The 864 items reportcd form a body of material about 0.67o the size of the
150,000 items on the current ESTC database. The proportions vary over timc
from over 1% in 17 09, the total being swollen by controversial religious
tracts, slumping to less than 0.4% in the 1740s and rising again to 0.8% by the
end ofthe century. More significant arethe proportions of provincially printed
items. The ESTC frle has about 9,000 items printed in the English provinccs
outside London, Oxford and Cambridge. The \X/estcountry Studies Library
has 300, a proportion of over 37o. Coming closcr to homc the 223 Exctcr
imprints in the \f esrcountry Studies Library amount to aimost 75% ofthe 300

in the ESTC fle. Let us take a speciic example. Twelve execution broadsheets
for the second half of the 18th century survive in Exeter collections. The BL has

none of these, and the same is true for most of the election literature.

In fact a tlpical local collecdon should conrain a considerable variety of
unusual 18th century material. The thought of intcrminable numbcrs of
sermons may deter manyfrom contributing. Howeveritis onlyin the first two
decades that religious material predominates in rhe Westcountry Studies
Library, largely because of a series of heated doctrinal controversies in Exeter.
For the century as a whole under 307o of items are religious in content; by the
1790s the proponion is under l5'1,. Orher subjects represenred are literature
(28%, including notable local authors such as John Gay), law (9%, including
repons of crimes ard executions), politics (9%, including election literature
from the 1760s onwards and reactions to the French Revolution), history and
biography (1 1%, including county and town histories, and biographies of the
king of the glpsies Bampfylde Moore Carew). Among a small but interesting
group of scientif,c items can be found agricultural surveys and works on
navigation, astronomy and medicine, including a group ofpapers on a form o{
lead poisoning known as Devonshire colic. A group that can only be described
as miscellaneous includes various dialect texts, a book on beards and a leaflet
issued by an irate Dcvon farmer claiming compcnsation for damage caused

when a balloon landed on his crops in 1786.

Jo Cox, a postgraduate researcher at Exeter University, was the final
speaker at the meeting and showed the great value of even the present
incomplete database. A search byimprint enabled her to examinethe outputof
the publisherJohn Hinton who was responsible for the UniversalMaga ztne,
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and by searching on title ke'.words such as "sentimental" she could trace the
growth of a particular qpe ofliterature rhat the magazine favoured, including
its representation in provincial as opposed to London publications.

Such key.word and imprint searches could be of equal value {or local history
research, and it was the realisation ofthis that made severalpanicipants express
themselves willing to attempt to make returns for the collections in theircare.It
was stressed that the project could provide a complete pri-ntout of material
reponed by any location with rhe bibliographical information enhanced
because of the resources available to the prolect team.

Much material of local interest has a low survival rate, and the ESTC aims
to include a wide range of ephemeral items. It is therefore important ro
researchers that the stray items in scattered collections should be gathered up
into a combined database so thatacomposite picture of 18th centurylifecanbe
pieced rogerher from the surviving {ragmenrs.

Ian Maxted
\Westcountry Studies Librarian.

Devon County Library.



Local Studies in Newcastle upon Tyne City Library

1984 is the centenary of the Ciry Library's rcference service and of its Local
Collcction. As in Glasgow's Mitchell Library a few years ea rlier (Local Sntlies
Libraria.n,2(1) Srmm er 1983, p. 14), the Library Committee inirs hrst AnnuaL
Report (188a 81) made its intention clear: it was

anxious to kccp in view the desirability of collecting all books, pamphlets and
manuscripts, relating to Newcastle and theNorthern Counties generally: . . . so

that studenrs may have at their disposal the material necessary to assist them rn
acquiring a thorough knowledge of the numerous industries which have madc
Tyneside famous over the entire globe.

Thc industrics have declined bur our interests and purpose have barcly
changcd: we attcmpt to acquire ar leasr one copy of all published material
relating to the counties of Northumberland, Tyne and Vear and Durham.

A new central library was opencd in 1968: incorporated in it was the
'Nonhumberland Room'dcsigned to house the Locai Collection. This space

soon proved inadequate and a part of thc gcncral reference area was
appropriated; at prescnt various components of the collection are housed on
four different floors of the building. Apan from a number of frequently used

books county and town histories, street directories, for example (all
duplicates) - the collection is closed access. Thcrc arc public author and
subject catalogues.

There are about 39,000 books, from examples of the earliest Newcastle
printing of the Civil \Var period to the latest planning reports and books by
Iocal authors. Whenever possiblc, two copics of each ritle are acquired, one
going straight into reserve stock. About 900 titles are added each year one
activitynot apparently affected byrhe present recession is local publishing. The
local studics librarian is also responsible for maintaining the central lending
library collection of local books, though not rhose of branch libraries.

Ve have about 6,000 bound volumes of local pcriodicais and serials from
the Newcastle General Magazine of the 1750s to current community, church
and political newsletters and the transactions of local learned societies. Some
1,050 titlcs are currently received; dealing with them occupies one colleague
almost full time, as their publication is notoriously irregular. At any one rime
200 of the 1,050 are causing problems non delivery, title changes, misring
issues, etc.

The newspapcr collection of 1,450 bound volumes is one of our grearest
treasures and our greatest hcadache: intensive use combined with decaying
newsprint is an aiarming problem, only panially alleviated by rhe use of
microfilm.(l dealt with rhis tooicin Zoca lStudies Libraranl (2)Summer 1982,



pp 11-13 and thc rcader is referred there for rnore detail). Usc of newspaper
cuItings saves wear and tear (litcrallyl) on originals. Although we have volumcs
of currings from 1873, most of these are thc work of private individuais and it
was onlyin 1969 that we began to keep cuttings systematically: we no* haue

six 4-drawer filing cabinets of these, arranged by subject, and many bound
volumcs. A cutting is normallyphotocopied and 6led available for use two days

aftcr its appearance in a newspaper. There is also a collection of biographical
cuttrngs.

Our collcction of illustrations and photographs is now approaching
45,OOO, including prints from 15,000 glass negatives, most of which are from
thc Auty-Hastings collection. This irm produced commercial vicws for rhe
n'holcof north castEnglandfromthemid 1890stoabout 1912; eventhesmal
lest villagcs arc representated in rhe collecion. ln addition to these are some
6,500 postcards, although gifts of these have sadly declincd since they became

collectors' itcms.

The collection of 5,000 Ordnance Survey and othcr maps concentrates on
Ncwcastle and Northumberland. for which we have most scales and editions
of thc O.S., as l'ell as printcd maps from the seventccnth century. One of our
fcw remaining manuscript collections is a series of early ninereenth century
cstatc plans of the Newcastlc arca. Likc thc MitchcllLibrary, Glasgow, we have

successfully uscd aperture cards to save use of original maps and to enable
rcaders to nake cheap copies.

'!(ith ephcmcra, we have restricted our collecting policy very deliberately
to the city of Newcasrle and to the output of regionaily signifrcant bodics

other-n'isc *'e should have disappeared under a welter of paper, very diffcult
and very expensive to rraintain properly. Of early ephemera, thcrc are several

excellenr collections, mainly of nineteenth century poli cal matcrial. Our
collection of Newcastle Thcatre Royal playbills runs from 1786 to thc present,

with some gaps. Other Newcastle theatres and music halls, less prestigious, are

less well represented, though some of the gaps are frlled by the Clark
Programme Collccrion of 3,600 irems, donatcd in 1912. From about 1880 J,B.
Clark seems to have spent every evening in a theatre or at a concert, not only in
Ncwcastle and the north east, but in other major citics and in Europe. So we
may have some of rhe only surviving progranmes of the Interlaken Kursaal,
19421

On a rough cstimatc, abour 6O % of our enquiries arc genealogical. There is

a tendency to regard such enquirers as somchow less important and lcss

deserving oi help, bur their requests are as importantto them as thehistoryof a

business is to an economic historian. \fle have a 606 volume collcction of
Northumberland and Durham parish register transcripts, many of which are

indexed and therefore heavily used, the Nonhumberland and Durham
volumes of Boyd's ,4/a riage Index, ar:Ld, the L G. L for the same area. These, the
collections of nel'spapers and directories, and thc fact that Newcastle is the



polnt of arrival for most visitors to the north-erst, imPose hcavy demands on

materials and staff.

'We have rwo special collections which merit a note: the Bewick Collcction
and the Thomlinson Library. The {trst comprises all editions of all books

illustrated by the Newcastlc wood engraver Thomas Bewick (1753- 1828) and

his pupils, inc)uding proof copies, alongwith almost athousand wood blocks,

a few watercolours and his tool box. Dr. Roberr Thomlinson (1668-1748)

bequeathed his pcrsonal library to St Nicholas' Church (now Newcastle

Cathedral) in 1736 to form the basis of a public library for the town After thc

usual vicissitudes suffercd by such libraries books losr, stoicn and sold - it
was transfcrred to the city library in the 1880s. \(hilc mainly thcological, the

collection ofover 7,000 titles contains earlyhistorical, geographicaland natural

history texts. The co"teni is not local, but the whole is an intcresting local

example of both an eighteenth century gentleman's library and an early public
library. The books have recently benefited from British Library grants for
caraloguing and lor .ome rebindins.

There are now no major archive collections. Like most public libraries,

Newcastle collected such material from thc beginning, but it has been trans-

ferred to the appropriate local record offrce. In some instanccs, microfilm
copies have been retained.

rVe have an active publications programme, ranging from 'users' guides' to
books, postcards (both 'historic' and contemporary colour vicws) and rcpro
ductions of maps.'Ve were extrcmely gratified (and relieved!) to see our first
atrempt at a calendar using old photographs sell out in the wcck bcfore

Christmas.

Newcastle bas a rather idios1'ncratic structure for its reference and enquiry
services by which colleagues assigned to local studies work do not spend all

their time in local studies, but may work at general refercnce and ciry inior-
mation service points. Bearing this in mind, we have a staff of frve, with clerical

support. Opening hours are 0900-2100 Monday - Thursday and 0900-1700

Friday- Saturday. lfehave about 2,400 personal enquirers, l5Ophonecalls and

35-40 letters per month.

Sevcral exciting prospects are in view. In 1985, after a staff restructuring,

vrc will have a local studies departrnent in which the staff will be cxclusively

assigned to the subject. There willalso bc a Physical move to occupy half ofone
floor of thc building, of 583m2, where a1l the parts of the collecion can be

brought together.

Ve are currently involved, in conjunction with community groups, in the

planning of a'Localstudies Centre'inthe west end o{the citywhich, we hope,

willbring about a closer contact with local people to the benef,t ofboth parries.

The possibility of a computer based index to local photographs is in thc
early stages of investigation: this will satisfy the increasing number of subjecr



rcquesls, espccially from the local mcdia, with which our presenr hling systcm
cannot always adequately cope.

Over all this, however, hangs the rhrcat of govcmment legislation on ratc-
capping: the maintcnance of the collection already srretchcs available funds to
their limit and beyr>nd. It would be tragic for Newcastle and the nonh east if
after maintaining thc frrst Library Commimee's objecrivcs for a hundred years,
q'c should now be {orced into decline.

Frank Manders,
Local Studics Librarian,

Ncwcastlc Ciry Librarics.

GC

Notes and News

The Nonh Vest Branch of LSG is to hold a onc day schoo) on photo-
graphs in local studies collcctions. Thc programme includes conrributions
on techniques oi photographic recording and photographic copfng, with
practical dcmonstrations, and papers on family photgraphs and aerial
phorographs fbr the local hisrorian. The vcnue is the Manchester Studics
Unit, Manchestcr
Polytechnic. Thc date is Vednesday Octobcr 3rd, and the fcc is f,5.
Full details availablc from l)iana Vintcrbotham, Lancashire Library, 143

Corporation Strect, Preston, PRl 2't'8.

The London and Home Counties Branch recently hcld a day school on
nc*'spapers at thc Brirish [.ibrary Nc*'spaper Library at Colindale. Among
thc papers n erc 'Ncvspapers as a historical sourcc' by Dr. Michael Harris
of London University. and 'Newspapcr librarianship' by
Gco{frey Vhatmorc. A full transcripr of thcse talks is availablc on receipt oi
a 9" x 4" S,A.E. from B. Curle, Centrai Library, Phillimore \falk, London
\(/8 7RX.



La Memoria Lunga - a local studies conference in
Sardinia

The irst telephone call came when I was away from the Cambridgeshire
Collection. The message takcn asked whcther I would accept an invitatron to
speak at a meeting in Sardinia; it seemed so unlikely it could only be a joke. The
second call came when I was on my own in the Collection during a busy lunch
hour "had I decided ro come?" I asked for written details. The lerter when it
finally arrived included a programme: my name was on it, one of four foreign
panicipants invited ro 'La Memoria Lunga', a joint mceting of archivisrs,
curators, archaeologists, historians and Iibrarians from aliover Italywhich was
to be held from 28th April to 1st May in Cagliari, capital of Sardinia. The .rim
was to discuss the problems that have evolved since interest has changed from
the pseudo learncd stylc of'local history' to 'local studies' with the need ro
collect, keep and organise materials so as to make them fundamental means for
teacbing and research. Onc part of the congress dealt with the materials frorr
both a thcorcticaland practicalpoint of vies'while others dealt with proposals
for an assessment of all sources for localhistory and to attempt to achieve some
form of integration of the three main providers of such material.

The foreign participants were from institutions in the words of the
programme 'traditionally hcld in high repute as far as thc organisation of
public libraries, in panicular the collections of local history, is concerned'.
Apart from myself, tbe contributors in this section r,u-ere Manuel Ronrero
Tallafigo from Seville, Ivette \Weber from Lyons and Reinhard Oberschelp
from Hanover srho unfortunatcly was unable to attend although he had sent a

copy of his paper.

Following our papers, which were on thc situation in our on'n librarics,
questions were invited from the delegates who enquired abour the cataloguin q

procedures of the Cambridgeshire Collection and especially about our 'S.D.l.'
system and about the training given in Britain and France for local studies
librarians. The organisers had arranged a team of translators for these sessior s,

and with their help I was ablc to undcrstand the questions, and hopclully thcy
were able to understand myreplies. Later in the session, unfortunately after the
translators had lcft, thcre was funhcr dcbatc. Thc first spcaker clearly quored
something I had said as the basis for his observation; he was quickly anacked
byanother delegatc and demandcd the right ofrcply. At thc timc there was no
way ofknowing what itwas all about, but it later transpired that this was part of
the continuing debate over what to keep - whereas librarians rry to collect
every scrap, and archaeologists label each piece of potrery they ind, archrvitct
often discard large numbers ofdocuments which might in thc futurc have somc
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value. lt was frustrating to be present at such an important debate yet unrble to
understand what was being said. However, with thc hclp of Sicilian delegatcs,
the mainpoints of this and other debates were garhered. Theyincluded thefact
that in Italy many local history publications are financed by banks and other
corporations, allowing magnificent producdons to bc produced at minimal
charge. Another point made was that in Sicilytheir localradio broadcasts local
history programmes which are very popular, but their libraries do not have a
Iocal collection.

'We inspected a magnificent exhibition of early printing, well displayed,
and it was touching, for example, to see the pride in the delegate from Sassari
that some of their rtems were chosen for display. If such pride in our own
collections was more common in Britain local studies librarianship would
enjoy wider suppon and encouragement.

This was an interesring and imponant Congress. The way in which dis-
cussion was joined berween the professions who together face the problems of
the present and the future's need for historicaland contemporary information
shows its value. The debates were ofconsiderable interest and the Proceedings
when published should be translated into English and made widely available.
The organisers are to be congratulated even if their choice of speakers is still a

mystery!

Mike Perty,
Local Studies Librarian,

Cambridgeshire Libraries.



Local Studies and the Schools

The Local Studies Group ofthe Library Association organised this second day

school at Stamford on 9th May, 1984 whcn the themewas schools'use oflocal
history and how it could be frustrated, contained or even encouraged.

Three speakers from within the education system addressed the meering.
The first, Ray Acton, history adviser for Lincolnshire, explained how since

1969 history classes in schools had been taking an especial interest in their own
community, especially for thc pcriod from thc 1940s and 50s (for which there
are no sources except newspaPer cuttings maintained bylocal collections). This

rype of study has now spread throughout thc history syllabus, from the 8 13

age range where he expected interest to increase strongly, through the l4 16

age period whcrc halfthe pupils take history (although few take up the optional
project and only half of these take a local projcct) at C.S.E.: he felt there was
disillusionment since the projects seemed to have no aim and here pressure
might not grow. The projected 16* examination might contain an option of a

personal topic which O level never had, whilst some A level history
examinations envisaged a 257" weighting bascd on document work.

In addition to problems with pupils there was thc dificulty of the non
specialist teacher who inherited local history as part of the curriculum. Sallie

Purkis, who trains teachers at Homerton College Cambridge was adamant
that, despite the librarians' probiems in meedng the demands already experi
enced, she would continue to encourage her teachers to use local matcrials;
libraries could not shut their doors to school children and library management
should recognise the tremendous increase in this aspect of their responsiblity
and make staffing and resourccs availabie. She urged publiciry for the local
studies depanmcnts and political activity to obtain rhe necessary funding.
Schools' use of local materials would not ccase iust because libraries did not
recognise it.

Jim Brown, a history teacher who has had a rerm seconded to the

Cambridgeshirc Collection described the ways in which his own enthusiasm

for local history in the classroom had becn encouraged and frustrated; he

described the potential of local studies departments, especially in the

newspapers and cuttings f,les they maintained, and hoq/ it was important for
Iibrarian and pupilto work togcther to make use ofthe stock. He echoed poinrs
made by the previous speakers that many teachers now instructing pupils in
Iocai history have not had training, had not undertaken projects themsclves

and did not appreciate the difficulties; librarians should hit back at schoois and

teachers who sentpupils inwithout instruction and preparation. David Hayns,
field officer for the British Association for I-ocal History reponcd thar in one
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ccntrc in Cheshirc tcachcrs were onll- allowed to use the local material
providecl thcyspcnt as much rime rhere bcforethcvisit as theywouldq,.ith their
class. Thc lasr spcakcr, Patrick Baird of Ilirmingham Local Srudies L)epartmcnt
described r.vhat had been achicvcd in his librarv in the last ten years.

In the coursc ol discussions various points arosc. Jill Crowther from Hull
rcponcd that whcn shc had approached onc tcacher who had instructed 2OO

pupils to visit thc library, she q'as told that without her material the pupils
would fail thcir examinations and that the teacher rvould tell them ftis would
be because the Iibrary service could not bc bothered n'ith rhem. Leciccstcrshire
held materiai in branches which was not in their central col)ection: thcy were
therefore not inundared b1'panics iiom allparts of the county sincc thcywould
descend on libraries nearer their school. They had recordcd an increasing
number ofsubjecr requests for localstudies projects. Cambridgcshirc I-ibraries
Schoois L-ibrarians echocd the point thar project rcqucsrs s,.ere geming out of
hand. Thel v'ere unablc to suppiy books about a spccihc settlement, and
relerred such cnquircrs to the local collection. Notringhamshire is esrablishing
collections of matcrial in some local libraries, g'ith thc central local co11ecti.,n as

the backup, and has appointcd a schools adviser. l-incoinshire have a basic
collection in each library, r'hile some branches such as Grantham had matcrial
collected by previous enthusiasrs and received many requests from schools. At
prcscnt I-incolnsirirc does not have a localstudies librarian, though the work is

being maintaincd !o some exrenr by thc Ccntral reference librarv staff.

Throughout the day discussion n'as concerncd r-ith local history prolccrs:
cvcryonc acknowledged that geography presented more problcms. ft rr'as a

mosr interesting meeting and brought rogether specialists from seven coun rrL S,

cach of l'hom benehted fronr the cxperience of colleagues. The county
librarian oi Lincolnshire attendcd the morning session and his presence was a

conrplinrent ro the [5G and thc participants. The iasting imprcssion is that local
srudies is one arca of librarianship where our s-ork can and docs make the
difference berwccn a child's srrccess or failurc - can we be bothcrcd *'ith
thcnr ?

Mike Pcny,
Cambridgeshire Libraries.



Local and Regional Bibliography - two responses

The Essex Bibliography.

I was most interested in Mr. Sturges' article on local and regional biblrographies
in rhc winter 1983 issue of 'The LocalStudies Librarian'. I was imprcssed by the
diversity of organisations involved in this work. To the list of universitics,
public library authorities, regional library bureaux andl L.A. branchcs, I
should like to add that of the Victoria County History.

In Essex the Victoria Counry Historytook the initiative in the frrst attempt
at a comprehensive county bibliography in the nincteen fifties. Informacion
was supplicd by the rwelve library authoritics in the ancienr counry at thc rime,

by the Essex Record Off:ce, the Esscx Archaeological Sociery, and sevcral
private contributor s.The Essex BibliograpD;r, edited by Mr. V.R. Powell, was

published in 1959 as part of the V.C.H. Essex scries. lt comprises three
sections; Pan I the county by topic; Part ll, biography and family hisrory in
alphabctical order of surname; Part III, individual places and regions in
ajphabetical order.

The continuance of the bibliography has been complicated by the
reorganisation of London governmcnt in 1964 and of l,ocal govcrnmenr in

1974.The ancient county now comprises f,ve London boroughs and the re-
consrructed Essex Counry Library service. In thc 1970s the V.C.H. of Esscx

undenook to prepare a Srpplement to thc Essex Bibliograplry. This v'ork,
much assisted by the library authorities and thc Essex Record Of6cc, is being

edited by Mr. Frank Sainsbury, vice-chairman of Victoria Counry History,
Essex. Preparation is now well advanced and it is hopcd thar thc Supplement

also will be published as a Victoria County History volunre. For the future, the
county local studies library has assumcd responsibiliry for maintaining a file of
slips for new material as acquired and for thc indexing of county pcriodicals.

Philip GilTord,
Local Studies Librarian,
Essex County Library.
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The Kent Bibliography.

ln his article on local and regional bibliography in rhe Vinter 1981 issue ofrhe
Local Studies Librarian PaulSturges srares that'6ne published bibhographies,
such as those for Kenr, and Norfolk, are there to bc scen'. Bur Kentish
librarians had had ro be paticnt.

23 years before rhe bibliography was published, in December 1954, a

mecting $/as held to consider the possibility of cornpiling a'lisr ofearly Kentish
matcrial'. Organised iointlv by rhc Kent Sub-Branch of thc Library
Association and the Kcnr Division ofthe Association ofAssistant Librarians, it
was clraircd by Mr. M,S. Crouch, Chairman of the Kcnt Sub-Branch, and those
attending included representatives ofthe Counry Archives Offce and the Kcnt
Council of Social Service as well as inrerested librarians. The minurcs are now
of historic intercst and, I rhink, of pracrical us€ ro others considering
embarkins on such a project. Thev include the following points;

a. The desirability of a ncw bibliography ofKentish matcrialwas discussed
rnd it u, as agrecd that such a rr'ork n'as offrrst imporrance. (The word'ne\1"
is therc bccausc thcre exists a counry bibl;ography publishcd in rhe last
ce ntury).
b. The question of a'pilor schcme' to resr the possibiliry of a full scalc
bibliography was discussed and it was finally agrecd to do prcliminary
n'ork on the subjccr of Kcnt agriculture, including marcrial in book form
(including substantial marcrial in books not wholly devored to Kent)and in
pcriodicaJ form.
c. The ncccssity of full bibliographical dctails of older books was stressed,
and ir was agrccd rhat thc inclusion of such dctails for material published
bcfnre 1800 r'as desirablc.
d. It r-as decided to prepare a schcme to circulatc to all libraries who could
contribute to thc schemc, so rhat no material should bc overlooked. The
nccessity ofcontacting libraries outside Kcnt but known to havc imponanr
Kentish nrateriai was stressed.

e. It l'as felt to bc too early to discuss the ways and means o{producing the
printed list, and ir rr,'as agreed to leave this matter in abcyance until more
*'as knou,n of tlre extenr of the frnal work.

L)espire rhis brave bcginning, a decadc later the scheme had lapsed. In
Novcmber 1967, however, the Chairman ofthe Kent Sub Branch wrote to th e

Counry'* chicf libr.rrians as follows:

1l

I
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"As you will know, the Kent Bibliography project was revived last year by

the Keni Sub Branch and considerable Progress on its compiladon is being

made under the very able editorship of Mr' G Bcnnett, ex-librarian of

Sevenoaks . . . . At this stage the project is being inanccd bv the London and

Home Counties Branch of the Library Association"

Sadly George Bennett did not live to see the work published in 1977:it sras

Mrs. V.F. Be.g"ss, the County Reference Librarian, and Mr. C Earl who

presided over the {rnal stages of the project However, rhe work did not.cease

ihen: Mrs. Bergess was kept busy in retirement editing a supplement. This was

published in 19-81 and includes not only books published afterthe cut-off date

ior the original work but also those items which were, inevitably in such a

project, not included in the 1977 bibliography.

Both the original bibliography and supplement are stillin print and local

srudies librarianiin Kent and some London borougbs are continuing to send

me data on their additions.

David S. Cousins,
Secrctary,

Publications Sub Committcc,
Kent Sub Branch of the London

and Home Counties Branch,
Library Association
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An Open University History Society-Local Studies
Group Link

Non'edays the Open Univcrsity posscsscs a wide range of socictics onc

bcing the Open University History Socicty. An OUHS proposal to establish a

co operativc link between thc Library Association LSG and itsclf has bccn

approvcd by ths group. [.ocal OUHS personncl arc making contact *-ith thc
Local Studies Group branchcs to carry thc association into practicc. ln
Scotland, I.OCSCOT will work alongside our rcgional branch, OUHS in
Scodand. Hcrc is a short account of the Open Univcrsity History Society and

various proposals on thc format of thc link as rhe society envisagcs it.

The OUHS, in brief, comprises a ccntral administration rvith rcgional
branchcs holding mcctinss for the membership in cach locality. lt aims ro
promotc rcseerch into rll areas of historical intcrcst and to cncourage members

to prcsent rhcir findings to the sociery. \0e hope that published rr,orks *ill
appcar frorn time to tinre. The socicty, in addition, sccks to foster intercst and

discussion about thc study of historical methodology. It also m.rintains contact
q'ith:r grox-ing numbcr r>f kindred organisatiotts around thc countrl-.
Confcrcnccs and visits to places of note are held at intcn-als. OpenHitory,rhe
journri of thc OUHS, is published ar quarterly intcr-r"als during each year.

Mcmbcrship is avrilable to all srudents, graduatcs :rnd staff of the univer'itr.

ClcerJy, thcrc is an opportunity within the collaboration for thc l.SCl and

thc OUHS to exchange The Local Studies Libraian and Open Hi,tort,
nragazinc articlcs. Thc l.SG couid supply essays on local studies resour,,c: in
libraries or record oficcs ic,r Open Historl, n'hilc c OUHS could provicle'

discourses on currcnt rcsearch for Tbe Local Studies Librarian. It nray be

possiblc to sharc our ntecting rooms. Our branch me ctings and conferences, as

r''c11, could bc opcned to nrernbcrs of thc othcr society. Perhaps, at sonre
juncture, thc OUHS and rhe LSG v'ill carry out corporate local hisrory
projccts. Thcse joint schemes nrighr include oral history sur-ve1,s.

'l'he OUHS can q'clcomc thc I-SG on its excursions to historical piaccs.

Our visits are usually madc during thc summer nonths. It is obvious that l'c
should be able to give LSG mcml:crs acccss to the Open Universit,v course
history projects. Casc studics in disciplincs such as A305 Hisrory of Archi-
tecture and Design 1890 1939, D30l Historical Dara and the Social Sciences

and A401CB 1750 1950: Sourccs :rnd Hisroriography explore all sons of local
nratters. C)ne course has formed a projecr archivc comprising some 2,200

dissertarions mostly on nricrohchc - in thc Open University library at
Milton Kcyncs. Thc branches of the OUHS might have thcir historiographers
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n'orking with thc lSG and tts mcmbers in the production ol locrl hrstory

books and pamphlets. I-ibrary publications couid also be sold at our various
functions.

On the opposite side of this associarion, rhe LSG membership is, naturally,
in a position to supply the OUHS with a current an-areness servicc on
acquisitions to archive collections held bylibraries and rccord of{rces. It would
be a most useful research facility. Through LSG membcrs, we can learn about
the role of information technology in historical enquiries. You may considcr,
too, giving lectures on maps and other remarkable history sourcc matcrials at

OUHS meetings. Exhibition halls controlled by the LSG mcmbcrship could
be made availablc to the OUHS. Generally, this accommodation is leased to
societies on requcst.

The Open University History Society looks forward to working with the
tSG - the many kinds of possible activities should be very worthwile. A co-
operative aliiance belween us ca.r only be mutually advantagcous. The [-ocai

Studies Group, of course, will have its own views on how to develop thc
matter.These notes from thc OUHS stance at leastprovide a starting place. lVe

hope the link will be a successful one.

Anthony JJ. McNeill, Branch Supervisor,
North Easr of Scorland Library Servicc;

OUHS in Scotland Regional Co ordinator.
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A national information resource for local studies: the
York Universigv local bibliographic proiect

Local bibliographies have tradirionally been of intcrest primarily to rhe

historian and antiquarian. 1'hey have been individually compiled area by area,

unrelated to cach other in range ofcontents or in style. All have hitherto been

produccd by conventional printing methods, are expensive to publish, and

necessarily are out of dare on the day of publication. Indccd many parts ofthe
country have no record of thc printcd works (books, pamphlets, rcports, ctc.)

rhar dcscribe rnd rccord rheir a[[air.'.

Tbc University of York is sceking Enancid support of the order of
f200,000 to cstablish in the University Library a Bibliographic Ofice wirh
adequatc computer rcsourccs to hold a national data basc of printed public-
ations in Iocal studies, to supply rhe cditorial control needcd for such a compiex
bibliographic projcct, and evcntuallyto providc' a commercial on iinc informa-
tion sen'ice in rhc subjccts and marerials includcd. Thc feasibility ofthe method

ology has alreadl' been proved and two pilot projects are n'ell under way. The
[rst, a Bibliography of thc City of York, should be rcady for publication in
1984. Othcr counties arc rcady to join the projccr whcn resources become

available. The proposed system is economicalin design, cheap to maintain (as

each local arca is rcsponsible for its own data) and is only dcpendcnt on thc
establishment of thc central resourcc.

Thc York proposal diffcrs from prcvious bibliographic proiects in many

s-ays i-

1. Contents
"l,ocal studics" non'adays cncompass a widc range of subjccts reladng to

business and industry, the social services, planning, etc. as well as history
and ropography. Mdst significanlly, ho*'cver, the publications of local

liovernment bodies n,ill be included. Thcse are noq, vinually untraceable,

although in size and importancc they are thc equal of central govcrnment
publications, and are a unique source of cnvironmental, social and econ-

omic inlbrmation.

2. Standardisatton
Each county or city co opcrating in the scheme will collect irs own data

according to the bibliographic criteria established by the editorial offce at
York.l'hat is, coveragc, style of entry, subject arrangemcnt and indexing
terms ir.ill be standard for the whole systcm so dlowing the dcvelopment
of rhe data-basc as r national information service.
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3. Locations
Up to gg locationswill beheld foreach entry, so thar nor only willthe exisrencc
' of 

" 
*ork be recorded, but access to ir will be facilirated lnrhehardcopy

versions ofthe bibliographyup to g locations for each entrywillbe printed'

4, Curency
C,r...n.y *il b. -aintained bythe continued addition o{newly published, or

newly found, material.

5. Publication Forms
Both hard copyand micrqfiche editions would be produced, area by area, from

the whole of a counry to individual towns. Laser printing from magnetic

tape is bei-ng considered for reproduction of hard copy editions. Current

bitlographies corrld thenbe produced virtually on demand so avoiding the

"o., 
o{ ryp. settirg and the commitment of large sums of money ttt the

pri.rtitrg of long editions. Microfiche versions (with hard copy indexes)

would be produced at even Iess cost.

6. The data base, held on computer at the Universiry of York, will eventually

provide an on line in{ormation service, capable of being searched on any

iection defined in the subiect arrangment of the bibliography, on any sub-
ject term used in its index, and on anyword used in the author, title ornote
fields of each entry, either throughout the whole of the data base or in any

specifred topographical area.

PROGRESS

Stage I
The University ofYork has supported developmenr by a grant off2,750 from

its Research Priming Fund and is providing comPuter resources on the

Universiry's main frame for this first stage. The systems design has been based

on work already done for the University Library's own systems and the same

development team is involved.

Two pilot projects, bibliographies of the City of York and the County of
Varwickihire (excluding Birmingham) are well advanced. In York a grant of
f36,O0O by the Manpower Services Commission has provided a

microcomputer for data entry, and a team of eight transcribers and a

professional librarian as supervisor for data capture. The Oliver Sheldon

Memoria.lTrust has made a grant of f750 towards eventual publication

In Varwickshire , work is proceeding under the editorship of David Kelly,

formerlyDepury Librarian, Universiry of Varwick This is based at present on

rhe works held by local libraries, the County Record Office, the County
Museum, Shakespeare Binhplace Trust and Birmingham City Library.
Varwickshire County Library hopes to obtain an M.S C grant for their work
on the project.
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Vork began in March 1983 and, with over 1O,0OO entries in thc data base

takcn from both areas, the methodology of the system has been provcd.

Samples ofhard copyoutput, produced both byhigh qualityline printerand by

laser printing, are avaiiable for inspection, as is the on line index

Thar rhe scheme identifres aweakness in information resources, for which

hitherto no practicable solution has been offered, is provided by the response

of those bodies and individuals concerned with local studies. A number of
libraries special, public and academic have already indicated that if the

scheme is established they would wish to supply data. Examples are

Manchesrer Ciry Library, Lancashirc County Library, Lincolnshire Counry
Library, Leicestcr University Library, The Guildhall Library, and Birmingham
Ciry Library.

Stage 2.

Before any additional areas can be accepted, suffrcient computer and editorial

rcsources must be ensured for the next four or 6.'e years. If these can be

guaranteed, another six counties could be accepted. Vith stage 2 sucessfully

iompleted, the creation of a unique national resource would be well within
reach.

Margaret Evans,
York Universiry Library.



Recent Publications

Hart, V. and Marshall, L. Vartime Camden. Camden Libraries and
Arts Dept., 1983. 36pp. 91.50 * postage. ISBN 0-901389-40-4.

This is a well illustrated record of part of London during two world wars. The

text is based on the reminiscences oflocal inhabitants, originaliy submitted for
a Camden History Society essay competition, while the illustrations, mainly
from Camden Local History library, were brought together for an exhibition
on the subject in 1980. The text largely allows the contributors to speak for
themselves, with carefully thought out linkups by the compilers. The illus-
trations are varied and include reproductions ofphotographs, notices and local

newssheets.

This is a wili produced bookler, wonh its modest price, and is a good

example of the kind of work which can be achievcd when a library cooperates

with other organisations. Thc compilers comment on the problems of
acquiring material on this kind of topic, but the publication should help to 'rir
memories and hopefully lead to the discovery and preservation of more

information about whar were obviously importart events in the history ofthe
communiry.

Beiow is a comment by Malcoim Holmes, Camden's Local History
Librarian, on somc of his experiences in promoting the publication.

'rWartime Camden' is available at all Camden libraries and at many bookshops
around the Borough. The print run was 1O,O0O copies and from its publication
in late November to May 1984, around 1,600 copies have been sold to book-
shops or newsagents or through libraries. The largest single outlet so far has

been the Museum of London, which has taken 200 copies. \0 e hopc to recover

production costs within the first year.
'\fe had widespread publiciry in all of the local papers except the Kilburn

Times the only paper I can never get any publiciry into, although Local

History had a regular feature in the paper ar one time. The Camden Magazine

carried a feature on it and has alreadyresulted in a number o{postalsales, and an

imerview on Radio London was repeated throughout the day and night and

also produced a good response.

Sales through some bookshops are very high but I felt a number of
bookshops showed little imagination or courage.I was offer rngro them onsale

or return, at one thtrd discount, a well produced publication, well below the



cost of many similar publcadons and wirh certain local pubJiciry and yet they
rrould sometimes onlywish to nke as few as 5 copies.In one street afewyards
from awell established bookshop which onlytook 10 copies I have alreadysold
70 copies to a smal1 newsagent. He is so enthusiastic about the sales that he is

now stocking a range of Camden History Society publications and will gladly
sell anlthing else we produce.

It was only in the Holborn area that I had a more limited success as a
number of bookshops were not really interested in stocking an)'thing on the
locality. However, Holborn LendingLibraryis helping to makeup forthis and
is the record library sales outiet.

Library sales seem very encouraging although I was very surprised and

disappointed to learn that two libraries decided not to put up any publiciry as

they were too busy and as a result had nil sales, In a number oflibraries some of
the staff were not aware thcy had copies for sale weeks after stocks and
publicity were distributed and some did not know where their stocks were
housed.

I found it fascinating going round the Borough with stocks of the publi
cation but I am gratcful I don't have to act as a salesman all the time. Every
bookshop seemed to have a dif{erent policy as to purchases. In some, like
Dillons, subjcct departments or individuals have delegated aurhoriry to
purchase books and itwas apieasure dcaling with them.In others,lwas treated
as if I was flogging the Crown Jewels and only the Manager could decide. In
Foyles, for example, I spokc directiy to the General Manager as clearly the
acquisition of fl O or 120 worth of stock on sale or rerurn would put the whole
empire at risk. He was so busy hc clearly wasn't interested in anlthing outside
of his cxisting paperwork and I still haven't got an order from Foyles.

British Association for Local History. Field Of[cer's report for
September 1982 - November 1983, by David Hayns. BALH, 43,
Bedford Square, London, VClB 3DP. i1.85 including postage.

In September 1982, the newly-formed British Association for Local History
(BALH) appointcd a Field Offrcer, Mr. David Ha1.ns, whose brief was to
"travcl throughout the countryto co operate in developing interest, work and
projccts in local historyamong individual groups". It was decided byBALH at
an early stage, based on information contained in an initial report by the Field
Oficer, that a county by county survey of England and Vales should be
made, indicating the range of local history activiry already taking place.

The resulting repon has now bccn published by BALH, and makes very
informative reading. I)avid Halns has consulted a wide rarge ofpeople in the
course of his survey, including local history societies, individual local
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historians, librarians, archivisrs, museum staff, teachers, extra mural tutors
and educational advisers. Information on all these groups and their current
activities and services is given. A section ofthe report dealswith special subject
areas, such as vernacular architecture, industrial history and family history.
Finally, the role of BALH in local history is briefly considered, with outline
suggestions for implementing proposals made in this connecrion in *le report.

The value of this report to those with local history interests is two fold.
Firstly, it is an excellent survey of the wide variety of local history ati"ity
already existing in England and Vales; a range of activity which is impressive
and encouraging, Secondly, it is an admirable stimulant to those seeking new
ideas which can be used in the extension o{work alreadybeing undertaken in a
locality, for the user can draw on the examples ofprojects being undertaken in
other areas. This is the most unusual form of publication a report which is
both interesting and useful.

Diana \flinterbotham,
Local Srudies Librarian,
The Lancashire Librarv.

c€,
Correspondence

Dear Sir,

In the Summer 1983 issue (vol 2 number 2(4)) you published a fascinaring
article on the resources for local studies in the Mitchell Library. I share Mr
Fisher's anxiery about the deteriorarion of his newspaper 6lei on inferior
PaPer.

However, he despairs too much in describing his files of the Gooan Press,
Partich Star and, Pollohsbavs Ne,ror as 'unique'. The national newspaper
collections at Colindale contain substantial runs of all rhese titles. Perhaps this
offers comfort only ro Southern Sassenachs and suffering expatriates, but I
would hazard a guess that the Newspaper Library's copics are in a better
condition thanthose ofthe Mitchell Library, byvirtue ofless concentrated and
sustained use. Thus at least there should be a reasonabivsound file available for
microfrlming when the time comes.

Stephen Green
Head of the Newspaper Library, The British Library.
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Notes and News

\(/iltshire Library and Museum Service has announced a Viltshire Hktory
Competition. Inrended to bc the 6rsr of an annual series, the thcme is rhe
county's villages, and entrants arc invitcd to writc a history o{ some aspect ofa
Viltshire viliagc or group of villages. Towns arc deliberately excludcd as they
will be rhc subject ofa iater competirion. The closing datc for entries is October
1985, but potential entrants are asked to notify the organisers as soon as

possibie so that thcy can be sure that their proposed topics are eligibic. Thc
compctition is opcn to amatcur historians, either individuals or groups, and
cash prizes will bc awarded, rhe top prizes bcing f100. Thc Library hopcs to
publish some of the best entries, and copies of all entrics will be placed in the
County's local studies libraries for use by future rcsearchers.

The competition is sponsored by Lloyd's Bank, which is awarding the cash

prizes, and is a follow up to the successful photographic competitions, also

sponsored by Lloyd's, which have been held in the past. An attractive pro-
motional lcaflet is availablc and funhcr information may be obtaincd from Dr.

John Chandler, l.ocalStudies Of6cer, \filtshire Library and Museum Service,

Blthesca Road, Trowbridge, Vilts, BAl4 88S.

Thc Oral History Society is hoping to include an on-going fcature in its
Journd on developments in and additions to, oralhistory collections (howevcr
small) in local studics libraries throughout the country. Of intcrest would be
the subjects and also information rcgarding public access and the name and

address ofthe person to contact, whether the tapes have been transcribed, and
catalogues, if any. Pleasc send details to: Angcla Hewins, 7, Knightlow Vay,
Harbury, Leamington Spa, Varwicks, CV3l 9NB.

Promoting the library service through local studies: a one day School
Taunton, Septe mber 27$ 1984.

This School is jointly arranged by the tSG and the LA's Sourh lWcsrern

Branch. Papers to be presented include: library publishing policy, urban local
srudics, local radio and the local author's vies'. The venuc is Taunton's
Municipal Hall (built 1622), adjaccnt to rhe Norman castle housing Somerset's
main local history collection and museum.

Funher details from Robin Ansell, YeovilReference Library, King Georgc
Strect, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 IPY (0935 21910) orJohn Loosley, Veston
super-Mare Library, The Boulevard, \Wcston-supe r-Mare, Avon, B523 1Pl-
(0934 24rj3).
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Labour History and the Local Studies Library

The preparation of a bibliography on the Merseyside labour movement (1)
high)ighted for me the problems facing Labour historians when researching the
history of trade unions and the Labour Party in rheir area using local studies
collections.

The problems, and the improvements which could be made by libraries,
can be divided into five pans.

Due to an alm o st tot:rl lack ofco-operation berween public libraries and the
labour movement, many works published by trade union branches or
constituency l-abour Parties are not available in loca] studies collections. Local
material is notorious for being difficult to trace in the BNB orBBIP, but clearly
greater communication with unions, CLPs and 'radical' bookshops can ensure
that little material of locai interest is missed. Similarly, the reminiscences of
former union activists would enhance any oral history archive,

Secondly, care should be taken to ensure that anall.tical entries are
provided for material that may be held in other library departments. This
requires a scanning o{ all joumals received by all sections ofthe library to ensure
no relevant article is'lost'. This pointis veryimportant when one considers the
inadequacyofthe in dexngof the Bitish humanities index, the onlyvery recent
improvement in the only specialised index to loca.l labour movemenrs - the
bibliography in the B ulbtin oftbe Society for the Study ofLabour History, and
the poor local coverage of Smith's Bitisb kbourmovementto 1970: abibliog-
rapby'.

Thirdly, although only apparently discussed in any detail by a Danish
writer (2), the Dewey Classification is a disaster area when dealing with
material on the British labour movement, due to Dewey's adherence to the
American concept of'labour movement' as being merely a sy.nonl'm for trade
unions. Trade unions are strewn around 331.88, the Labour Party is at
324.241Q7, nd as to number is available in the schedules for the wider rerm,
'labour movement' is traditionally dumped with socialism at 335.10941.
Clearly, Dewey will diffuse related material to an unacceptabie degree.

Founhly, as much o{ the research which is carried out on local issues will
never be published, librarians shouid be prepared to ask researchers (whether
PhD studenm or schoolchildren) to deposit copies of their material to ensure it
is freely avaiiable.
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Finally, librarians should publicise thcir holdings to a far greater extent.

Thc {act that only one trade unionist mentioned thc pubJic library when

enquiring about matcrial on the LiverPool labour movement, despite

t-iverpoolCity Libraries'{rne collection of Trades' Council and Labour Pany

rccords, only strengthencd my view.

i ll,rLl'olrd.L.nr oo I1t!(!J.lN70 lesc rb'blLo|rirhr BA rhsr. L 'rtPol \lhool dl L'b .lnhLP l9ll
i PrrLR\t\F\PuLL,.,bo.;i,.r,h.h,{{!drh.Lr6ourDolofu li,bl'ock !e79 70(9),16r,64 InDaoib

Rodney !(ilJiams,
I ibrary Assi.'tanr

Wel.h Narional School of Medicine,
CARDIFF.

GO
Committee matters

-fhe LSG c,rmmirrcc mrt at the Library Association on 28th March. Among the
'rt n . .rr...r..r ,l n. rc rh, i' 'l , 'n rr!:
l. LA Llembarshtp Ser"Lice s Committee Study Groap. This body, which
hrd rcccntly been cstablished 'to study thc hnancing of branches and

groups . . .' had sent a qucstionnairc to the Group The draft response

conrpilecl by rhc Hon. Secrctary s-as discusscd at length by thc committec.

2. LSG Weebentl school '8 5. Thc I-ondolr end Homc Counties brancl.r are

to hosr this. 
-.llo 

be hcld at Vansfell Collcgc, Epping Forcst, in the autumn of
1985, it rvill takc'l-ocal studics and educ:rtion' as its main thcme.It is hoped that

rhc ri.cckend schc,c,l can bc frrmly esratrlishcd as a biennial cvenl on the I-SG

celendar.

3. Eighteenth centurl Sbort titLe Catalogue. It uas rcponed that this

F.xeter mccting, organiscd iointly by comrnirtee member lan Maxted and thc

R:rrc Books Group, ha<l bccn a succcss. A report:rppcars elscwhere in this

4. Local history directc.,n'. An approach had becn made to thc GrouP

rcgarding tl.re pubJication of such a dircctory, to includc societies, iournals'
librarics, rccord offices, erc. It was fek try titc committee that the libraries

section rnight be a possibilitv, but that the resr was really beyond our scoPc.

5. Sardinia Branchl In:1n attcmpt to disprovc eny suggestion that your

comrrittee might be rhought ro bc tctct parochial, it Ias reported th"t
comrrirtec membcr Mikc Pctry had becn invited to spcak at an ltalian local

studics gathe'ring in Sardinia in NIay. This is also reponed clser"here

Robin Ansell,
Assistant I-{on. Secretary.
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