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Local and Regional Bibliographies: a state of the art report

Among the recommendations of the report on the 'Investigation of local

publications' sponsored by the British Library, Research and Development
Department not long ago, was that "A system o{ bibliographies, preferably
regional bibliographies, needs to be encouraged".l As joint author of that
report, the present state of local and regional bibliography is of particular
interest to me. The report was particularly concerned with the problem of
current bibliography, but it is in restrospective bibliography that there ts

most to show. Fine published bibliographies, such as those for Kent, and
Norfolk2, are thereto be seen; a massive scheme to cope with the emormous
problems o{ Lancashire bibliography has been under way for manyyearsr;
and other areas, such as Lincolnshire and Staffordshire, have fresh schemes

in immediate prospect.l There is also at least one current counry biblio-
graphy, the Sussex Bibliograpby.5

As regards replional bibliographies, three are published, in East Anglia,
the East Midlands and North East England6. Unfortunately there have been

losses, such as the lamented Black Country Bibliography which now only
survives as some sheaf binders preserved in the Birmingham Local Studies

Library. But there are also bibliographic efforts in Scotlan d (Bibliography of
Scc.,tlantlt ) and Northern Ireland (Northern lrehnd Local Studiess) which
perform the same function, and which should more correctly ne referred to
as national bibliographies. However the most exciting current initiatives are

at York University Library, and these present the possibility of a central
focus for local and regional bibliography even more ambitious than that
recommended in the British Library Repon.

To deal with existing bibliographies frrst: the regional bibliography is

very much a co-operative enterprise. Tbe East Anglun Bibliography and
East Midlands Bibliography are published by the regional Branches of the

Library Association, and Northern Bibliograpby is published by the
Northern Regional Library System. In each case the bibliographyis attached

to an organisation with a call on the ioyalty o{ the library systems of the
region. This is an essential starting point if the coverage is to be good. All
three then rely on the libraries to supply in{ormation about their acquis-
itions to the editor on a regular basis. In East Anglia, the editor Michael
Lister sends out a form letter at approximately three month interr'als to
remind contributors that entries are needed. The response to all three biblio-
graphies varies greatly in quantity and quality between dif{erent contri
butors. Cataloguing variations are a major problem and necessitate the re

editing of n.ruch of the in{ormation. In East Anglia, contriL,utors are being



encouraged to con{orm to something likc AACR2, but even that is not easy

as severJ o{ the contributors are Record Offices, which are not so used to
library cataloguing standards. \,{argaret Thompson of Northern Biblio-
grapbJ has a small standard form which she can send to contributors to

t.qu.i, "tt annotation when, as is often the case, the locai element in a

public"tion is not obvious in the title. Only Tony O'Neal, the previous

iditor oI East Milltnds Bibliograpby, had rather less problem with this,

since he did contribute a good proportion of the entries himseif, direct from
the publications.

Once the bibliographic information is collected and edited into as near a

srandard form as is possible, the production o{the published bibliographyis.

rhe next concern. Ail of th. bibliographies adopt an informal method of
production, for obvious reasons of speed and economy. ,East A.nglian
'Bibliograpby 

Ior instance, is duplicated and Nortbern Bibliograpby uses

,,h,rt., i.orodrrction. There is a certain amount of dif{erence between what

lpp."r, on the page in each bibliography. This does not just meanthat the

bibliographic entnes differ (the entriesin East Angli"tn Biblngraphyb9ing
u.ryfull 

"nd 
infot-ative for instance) but that the arrangements also differ.

Northern Bibliograpby, which began with material in a single author

sequence) now his a simple and straightforward subiect system backedlp
by-an annual index. Easi Anglian Bibliograpby aod East Midhnds Biblio-
gyaphyhave an arrangement which is basically topographical.

The frnished product, published quanerly in each case, sells for an

extremely reasonable price somewhere between f,5 and I10 per annum. In
no case does this represent a true cost for the bibliography. The expense

most consistently ignored in pricing is, of course, the time and ef{ort of the

editor. At these priies, each of the bibliographies has about 100 subscribers.

They consist of the local public libraries, each of which takes a number of
copies, libraries in education, and a miscellaneous scatter ofother interested

libiaries, including some in other parts of the country and overseas.

Although each of ihe bibliographies is viable at the current level of sub

scription, and indeed may provide a nominal but valued pro{rt to its

,ponro.r, all the editors are concerned to increase the number o{ sub-

scriptions. Standard ietters to pot€ntial new subscribers are occasionaliy

triei, but the ef{ectis onlysufficient topreserye currentnumbers ratherthan

producing a great increase.

Alongside their concern to have their bibliographies more widely
dLtributJ and producing more income, the editors are also interested in

improving the quality of what they produce. Margaret Thompscr is very
setiourly ira-i.ring ihe possibilities of producing Nortbern Bibliography,

o.r a miiroco-puter. The editing, printing, and possibly indexhg would a1l

be much more i{hcient i{ mechanised. The emphasis at Ea stAnglian Biblio-
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Editorial

Onc of the rnost important aspects of local studies librarianship is the
acquisition and recording of locally produced publications, and this issuc

carries a number of items concerned with local and regional bibliography.
The recording of Iocally published material has always been a problem. The
British National BibJiography is notably unhelpful for various reasons -
much of this rype of material does not fall within its scope, much relevant
material is not dcposited, the BNB itselfis selectivc to some extent. and there
is aiso the question of late listing. The answer has therefore been seen to be

the production of local bibliographies. In his article Paul Sturges discusscs

the present position and shows that only a small part of the country is

covered by such bibliographies. In the BLRDD report on local publications
reviewed in this issue, the authors argue for the establishment of more local
bibliographies, and eventually a co-ordinating office. A description of the
organisation of such a local bibliography, Nortbern lrehnd Local History,
also appears.

One way of improving the production of local bibliography is to use

modern technology and, as reported, York Universiryis undenaking apilot
scheme to examine the feasibility of computerising local bibliographical
records. If the pilot is succcssful and finance can be found, the end rcsult
could transform the faceof local bibliography by providing a national data-
base o{ local publications, with online search facilities, and the abiliry ro
reproduce entries for speci6c areas.

Sturges' recommendations, and the York project, i{ implemented,
would largely solve our problems - or would they? A major stumbling
block has always been the identifrcation of local minor publications, simply
because there are so few guides. Librarians have to spend agooddeal of time
and ingenuity on tracking down these items, and Sturges thinks that rather
than becoming better, the situation has worsened in the last ten years. Local
bibliographies can onlybe as good as their input, and few studies, apartfrom
this BLRDD one, have been undertaken to find out how good this input is.

An imponant recommendation in the report is that a// staff should be

expected to play their part: this is obviously a way in which branch staff,
who are working in a communiry and know what is going on, can assist in
providing information about local publications. How far is this done in;vozr
L6raty? Do you look out for and report on locally published items? This
reallyis one way in which everyone with an interest in local history can help
to ensure identification of such material, and ultimately aid the building up
of a comprehensive bibliography for their localiry.



Local and Regional Bibliographies: a state of the art report

Among the recommendations of the report on the 'Investigation of local
publications' sponsored by the British Library, Research and Development
Department not long ago, was that "A system o{ bibliographies, preferably
regional bibliographies, needs to be encouraged".r As joint author of that
reportr the present state of local and regional bibliography is of particular
interest to me. The report was particularly concerned with the problem of
current bibliography, but it is in restrospective bibliography that there rs

most to show. Fine published bibliographies, such as those for Kent, and
Norfolkz, are there to be seen; amassive scheme to cope with the emormous
problems of Lancashire bibliography has been under way for many yearsr;
and other areas, such as Lincolnshire and Staffordshire, have fresh schemes
in immediate prospect.r There is also at least one current county biblio-
graphy, the Sussex Bibliography.5

As regards regional bibliographies, three are published, in East Anglia,
the East Midlands and Nonh East Jlngland6. Unfortunately there have been
losses, such as the lamented Bhck Country Bibllograp}1r which now only
sun'ir.es as somc sheaf binders preser-ved in the Birminghan Local Studies
Library. But there are also bibliographic efforts in Scotlan d (Bibliography of
Scotland/) a'rd Northern lreland (Northern lreland Local Studiess) whicl't
perform the same function, and which shouid more correctly ne re{erred tcr

as national bibliographies. However the most exciting current initiatives are

at York University Library, and these present the possibrlity of a central
focus for local and regional bibliography even more ambitious than that
recommended in the Bntish Librar',r Report.

To deal with existing bibliographies first: the regional bibliography is

i'ery much a co-operative enterprise. Tbe East Anglian Bibliography and
East Midlands Bibliography are published by the regional Branches o{ the
Librarv Association, and Northern Bibliograpby is published by the
Northern Regional Library System. In each case the bibliographyis attached
to an organisation v,'ith a call on the loyalty of the 1ibrary systems of the
region. This is an essential starting point if the coverage is to be good. All
three then rely on the libraries to supply information about their acquis
itions to the editor on a regular basis. In East Anglia, the editor Michael
I-jster sends out a form lettcr at approximately three month intervais to
remind contributors that entries are needed. The response to all three biblio-
graphies varies greatly in quantity and quality between ciifferent conrri-
butors. Cataloguing variations are a major problem and necessitate the re-
editing of much of the information. In East Anglia, contributors are being



encouraged to con{orm to something like AACR2, but cven that is not easy

as s.u..il of th..ontributors are Record Offrces, which are not so used to
library cataloguing standards. Margaret Thompson of Nortbern Biblio-
grapht has a imall standard form which she can send to contributors to

t.qu.rt att annotation when, as is o{ten the casc, the local elemenr in e

public"tion is not obvious in the titie. Only Tony O'Neal, the previou'
iclitor of East MitJlands Bibliograpby, had rather less problem with this,

since he did contribute a good proportion o{the entries himseif, direct from
the publications.

Once the bibliographic information is collccted and edited into as near a

standard form as is possible, theproduction ofthepublished bibliographyis
rhe next concern. All o{ th. bibliographies adopt an informal method of
producrion, {or obvious reasons of speed and economy. East Anglian
'Bibliography 

Ior instance, is duplicated and Nortbern Bibliograplry uses

photo i.ptodrrction. There js a certain amount of dif{erence between what

,pp.rr. on the page in each biblography. This does not just meanthat the

bibliographic entries differ (the entriesin East Anglian Bibliograpbybe,ing
very frill ind informative for instance) but that the arrangements also di{fer'
Nirtbern Bibliography, which began with material in a single ,ruthor

sequence, now has a simple and straighrforward subiect sysrem backedr:p
by an annual iod,ex. East Anglian Bibliography and East Mitlhnds Biblio-
grdphlhave an arrangement which is basicaliy topographical.

The frnished product, published quarterly in each case, sells for an

extremely reasonable price somewhere between f5 and f,10 per annum. In
no case does this represent a true cost for the bibliography The expense

most consistently ignored in pricing is, of course, the time ard effort of the

editor. At these prices, each ofthe bibliographies has about 100 subscribers.

They consist of the local public libraries, each of I'hich takes a number of
copies, libraries in education, and a misceilaneous scatter of other interested

libiaries, including some in other parts of the country and overseas.

Although each of the bibliographies is viable at the current level of sub-

scription, and indeed rnay provide a nominal but valued profrt ro ir.
,porro.r, all the editors are concerned to increase the number of sttb-

siriptions. Standard letters to potential new subscribers are occasionally

triei, but the e{fect is only suffrcient to pres€rve current numbers rather than

producing a great increase.

Alongside their concern to have their bibliographies more widely
distributed and producing more income, the editors are also interested in
improving the quality o{ what they produce. Margaret Thompson is very

seriously ixamining the possibilities of producing Nortbern Bibliography

on a microcomputei. Thi editing, printing, and possibly indexing would all

be much more if{rcient ifmechanised. The emphasis at Ea stAnglian Biblio-



gra,pby;s on producing an index, which at present the bibliography lacks.

Some market research done by Michael Lister recently suggested that an

index v'ould not only make the bibliography more useful, but might also

make it easier to obtain new subscriptions. The index would almost
certainly be produced by sonre mechanical method. 'iy'ith East Midhncls
Bibliography toothere is every possibility ofchange, as a new editor (Mrs V
Langrvorthy of Derbyshire County Library) is already bringing her own
ideas to the task.

The development which could, however, change the whole pattern of
local and regional bibliography is the Local Studies Database mentioned
earlier- This was launched for public attention at ahastily arranged, butvery
well-attended meeting at York University Library on 22nd June, 1983.

Margaret Evans of the library has assembled funds {rom various sources,

principally the Manpov''er Senices Commission, and created a system
which uses microcomputers to record bibliograpbic data, which is then
transferred to the University's mainframe computer. Once in the computer,
the information can be made available in very much the same way as are the
bibliographic databases provided by Dialog or Orbit. Printing off of a par-
ticular section (a county or town for instance) can be done to order in either
hardcopyor microform, and online retrieval is also quitewithin the caprciry
of the system. Input forms which can cope with the usual bibliographic
problems presentcd by local studies material have been devised, and as a

pilot project material on the City of York and the Counry of Warwick is
being recorded. Laser printing techniques have already proved able to
produce an attractive and reasonably priced bibliography, complete with
index, from the existing database records.

'\fhat 
the Universiryhas done is to provrde a ready made instrument for

any {uture local or regional bibliographies, current or retrospective. The
initial reaction o{those localstudies librarians who had the system explained
tothem, saw it up on aVDU, and examined printedpages onJune22nd, was
very{avourable. Only two requirements are necessaryfor interested parties
in any part of the country to input to the system and derive their chosen
bibliographic product {rom it. However, as you might expect, these are

considerable hurdles. The firstis that theyshould be able to collect theirdata
ard feed it ir.rto a suitable microcorrputer provided with the York so{tware.
This may not be too problematical for an existing bibliographical projecr,
but the second hurdle is that York should be able to provide the mainframe
storage space for the data, and the team to service the system. This latter
requirement means money, and York are launching an appeal for sponsor-
ship, r'hich if successful will make the system available for potential con-
tdbutors and users. If they are successful, and it is much to be hoped that
they will bc, then the horizons for all types of local studies bibliographic
rvork will be enormously expanded.



This is chieflv true of thc online iacility. If thc content of thc databasc

graduaily expands to cover nore and more oi the country, then the prospect

of nationai searching for tnaterial on particular topics r"ill beconre

increasingly rcJ. This rnight secnr pointless to an',,onc rvho reg.rrds the ,-ise

of local stuclies rlaterial as something equally Icical. Thc ans\'" er to this is that
.rJthough this may be the cunent pattern ol use, the potential for conr

pararive l'ork that a national search for loc.rl rvr itings on a ropic rvill cr, .rrc i.
\,ery eliciting. For local studies as a discipline to improve bcyond its Prescnt
level it needs to be less parochial and more av'are of comperablt expet ietrr.
ir.r otber parts of the country. Too often the ainatcur makes ludicrous claims

about the uniqueness of somc aspects of his localitv: too often the prtr
fessional is frustrated in asearch forvalid comparisons. National availability
o1 dctailed bibliographical information is a sine qua non for improving local

srudies discipline and pastime. A better netrvork of local and regional biblio-
graphies can go a long way towards providing this. York's initiative, if
successful, n'ill take the whole exercise into a fresh dimension.
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The Northern Ireland Local Studies List

The predeccssor of the Northern lrel"znd, Local Studies List, Nortbern
Ircland Local History, resulted from a meeting of the Depury Librarians in
the Province in late 1968. It began as a two page list of new books acquired
by contributing librariesr and was issued every month. It was arranged
alphabetically by author or title and gave the locadon ofthe holding library.
In 1969 Mr. Hugh Russell, of the Belfast Public l-ibrary Service, became
ediror. Unde r his editorship the scope ofthrs "additions list" was broadened
to include selected articles {rom books, journals and newspapers which
q,'cre reler.ant to Northern Ireland: government publications were also
included. " rVorrDerz lrehnd Local History : a chechhst of boohs and articles
on Northern lrelanl ran {rom Vol. I 1970 to Vol. 31972. Alter lune 1972
there s'ere no further issues.

In June 1979 Mr. J. Francis, Chief Librarian of the North Eastern
Education and l.ibrary Board circulated a paper recommending the revival
oi a Northern lreland l-ocal Studies l-ist. Tlic 6ve Public l-ibrary Servicesl
rgreed to proclucc a co-op€rative local studies iist. It was decided to proceed
r.'irh a pilot scheme, the library service of the N.ir.E.L.B. acting as editor.
The North Eastern Board gave initial frnancral approval for a pilot scheme
ri'h ich ran during 1981 . Tv"'o issues o I Northern lre hnd Local Studies were
published and frnancial approval for the project to continue was obtained.

The main intention in producing Northern lrehnd Local Studies is to
provide a current awareness bibliography of the literature of Northern
Ireland interest presently being published. Privately published or locally
produced material may not be included in any publisher's catalogue, B.B.I.P.
or B.N.B. Items of Nonhern Ireland interest in provincial newspapers and
journals wiJl not always appear in B.H.i. or B.T.l.. There are not enough
bibliographical tools to help with the growing demand for relevant infor-
mation. Although the list is intended as a current bibliography it will
obviously acquire retrospective importance.

The North Eastern Board condnues to edit Nortbern lrcland Local
Studies and currently there are three issues a year covering January-April;
May-August and September-December. New books and booklets which
have becn publishcd in Northern Ireland since 1981, or arc by a Northern
Ireland author, or *'hose subject content is Northern Ireland or with a

Northern Ireland interest, and which have been added to the stock o{ one of
the contributing libraries, are suitable for entry. No attempt has been made
to duplicate the Northern lreland H.M.S.O. lists of publications but the
editing Board has assumcd responsibility for selecting governmcnt publi-



cations for inclusion. Individual O.S. maps in the 1:10,000, 1:2,500 and

1: 1250 series are not included. However town plans and maps outside of
these series are given entries. Northern lreland Local Studies rncludes non-
book materials, acquired by a contributing library, rvith aNorthern Ireland
interest - either the content or artist except for recorded music. The
panel of Audio-Visual Librarians (N.1.) have produced a Recorded Music
List (N.I.) for 1982.r The frrst issue of a new journal, or the last issue of a

discontinued journal, is included. In addition interesting and relevant
articles from journals and newspapers are given separate entries. A union iist
o{ journals with an lrish interest was drawn up. Each library sen'ice was

alloeatcd iertain journal. ru index.

No. of journals indexed

NF,FLB wl]LB
27 't

A similar list of provincial and national newspapers was also drawn up and

divided out. A list of the iournals and newspapers indexed is given in the

January April issue for each year. The 'Non-Irish' journals have yet to be

divided up for indexing in the same systematic way. At present entries from
these journals are included when they are not;ced. Part of the problem here

is the volume of 'Non Irish' journals and also the fact that they are not held

by the irish and Loca.lstudies departments ofthe various library boards but
by other departments.

Indexing has meant an increased work load. In some library services the
indexing may be done by several people, with others there rnay be only one
person responsible. Each indexer makes a personal decision as to what is

'interesting and relevant'. Anyarticle which is considered speculative (" \flill
British Enkalon fold?"); {uturistic ("British Enkalon: Antrim's hope heads

for disaster"); deals with day to day developments ("John de Lorean flies to
the States for talks") or is too local ("The Masserenes and Antrim Town")
will not be included. Historical reviews of political events are given ("The
big house on the hill: Stormont over the past 50 vears") but everyday

developments are not, ("N.I. Assembly discuss 'f)raft Dogs Order' ").
There has been a tightening up of the journal and newspaper articles

included. Some items contained in Northern Ireland Local Studies 1981

would not be included in Nonhern Ireland Local Studies 1983. After each

issue a list ofrejected entries is circulated. This mostlyconsists ofjournal and
newspaper articles and the reason for their rejection is given. Less frequently
these rejects will include a published item which appeared in a previous list.

By circulating the rejects a set of indexing principles "by exarnple" will be

built up. I{ it is felt that an item has been incorrectiy excluded then it can be

re-submitred Ior inclu.ion in the next issue.

Blll-B SF.I.IJ S|ILB
/8 ,11 28



The layout of the entrie s is bascd upon AACR2. As only the NI.!.LB
uses AACR2, the other library services rnust adapt their orvn cata.logue
cntries before submitting them. During the pilot scheme everyone received
a set of sample entries, and it n'as hoped rhat these would help *'ith the
unfamiliar layout. Thc entries are arranged in an adapred Dewey 19th
scquence. The pres€nt headings, modified from those originally adopted in
the lrght of experience, is as foJlows:

GEN!]RAL
PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION
SOCIAI- SCIENCES

Sociology
Politics and liovernment
Economics
l-aw
Public administration
Social problenrs and services
Education
Comnrerc<. . Omnrunicati,..rns, tran\portation
Customs, etiquette, folldore

I,ANGUAGF, AND LITERATURE
SCIENCE ANDTECHNOLOGY
ARTS AND LEISURE

Art
Craft
Thearre
Music
Architecture and planning
Sport and recrcation
Food and accommodation

GEOGRAPHY
TRAVEI- AND HISTORY - general by

county
BIOGRAPHY
The entries submitted for each individual list determine the headings which
are used under SOCIAL SCIENCES and ARTS AND LEISURE. This
more flexible approach, and the attempt to use ternrs which are fami.liar to
everyone, notjust librarians, has given Northern ireland Local Srudies a less
formal and more reader orientated approach. The entries are arranged
alphabetically by author or title within their subject, except for rhe bio
graphies where the heading is the name of the subject of the article. Each
entry in an issue is given a running number and every issue is individually
numbered from No. 1 onwards.



F.ach issue contains an author index, a place indcx and a list of local
publishers' addresses. The author index is onlv for the books and booklcts.
Arranged alphabcticallf ir rcfers to thc relevant entrl'number(s) in the m.rin
list. The place index gathcrs together those placc refererrces which have bccn
scattercd by the subject arrangenent. Spccific towns, r'illages, parishes or
to"r'nlands are listctl alphabctically under the appropriare counry. With
carlier issues only the numbers of the relevant cntries were gir-en undcr thc
BELFAST hcading. This was noI a hclpful arrangenrent and now a bricf
indicati,,n of subie.t contenr is al.,o giv<n.

Each indexer indicates on the entries thc relevant subject beading;.r
place name, if appropriatc, md a bricf annotarion if the entry needs expian-
ation. A substantial amount of the rvork is therefore done at the indexing
stage. The list of local publishers' addresses includes thc more obscure,
private or provincial publishers. To hclp with inter-library loans each con-
tributing library rcceives a location list, {or the books and pamphlets, ri'ith
eYery lssue.

Editing and production takes two people about four weeks, as the work
is spread over one month, because of other ongoing duties.

Sorting and checking entries 3 days
TJping up main list I week
Checking stencils and compiling indexes 3 days
Correcting main list and tlping indexes 3 days
Checking index stenciJs 1 day
Duplicating I rr.eek

1,100 copies of each issue are duplicated. Each library service reccives about
150 200 copies and the remainder are held in reserve at NEELB. The list is
collated by the individual libraryservices. Thecovers rvere designed, and are
provided, by B.F..L.B. and are distributed to the other boards along with the
main list. Distribution has been a problem. At 6rst copies were delivered by a

series of time consuming interboard van runs. Now wherever possible, the
list is delivered via meetings where the five boards are represented. If this is

not possible the N.E.E.L.B. van runs are extended to branch libraries in the
other Area Boards. Each library service has responsibility for distriburing
their copies to their own branch and mobile libraries, and also the historical
societies; major schools and teacher centres; newspapers and publishers
within their own area board. These copies are distributed free ofcharge, but
it is aiso possible for an individual or an institution to subscribe to Northern
Ireland Local Studies a year's subscription for three issues is f,5. At pres-
ent there are only sir subscribers to the Iist, which has been disappointing.
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I-Iol'cver it is hoped that this is not an indication oflack ofinterest. The list
rvas wei) publicised n,hen it first came out, with articles in local and pro-
vincial papers and professional journals.

The support, advice and close involvement of the N.E.E.L.B. Chief
l.ibrarian, Mr. J. Francis, has been evident not only in the revival of
Northern lreland Local Studies, but in its continued production. Mr.
Francis is chairman of the editoria.l panel which meets after the production
of each list to discuss matters which may have arisen. The possibility of a
cumulative index is being considered at the moment. It is hoped that there
will be an annual index, starting with the 1983 issues, with a frve year index
being produced in 1985 [1981 no:1 - 1985 no:14]. The practicalities ofthese
indexes have vet to be discussed, but there is the possibiliry that a subject
index will be included. There are no plans at present to extend the scope of
Northern Ireland Local Studies beyond the five Public Library Services in
Northern Ireland.

Notes
AntrimCounry Librrry; Armagh CounaTl-ibrary; BelfasrPublic l-ibrarv;Dos n Counry Library;
Fernrrnagh Counry Librrry; rhe lincn-Hall Library; l-c,ndondcrry Counry Libraryi Tyronc
Counry Library. Thc t-ibraries of the Ncw Univenity of Ulster rnd ofQueen's Unirersity Belfrsr
joincd et a later suge.

Public l-ibrrry Senices in Northcrn lreland arc providcd by 6ve Fducation rnd Library Boards.
'Ihesc arc: Belfasr, Norrh Fasrern, Sourh Easrern, Southcm and Vesrern.

A note un thn publiutron appears Lrer in rhr' ,sruc.

Lynn McFetridge,
Local Studies Librarian,

North-Eastern Education and Library Board
and Editor, Nonhern Ireland Local Studies.
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Education and the Role of the Local Studies
Liaison Librarian - The first ten years.

Birmingham's plans for a new central library, in 1973, included t1.re expansion

of reference library services providing the opportunity to dcvclop greater

liaison with education, particularly in the local studies field. The specialist, and

indeed unique, post of'Liaison Librarian', n'ithin the LocalSrudies department
of the Reference Library, was created in August 1973 to provide the necessary

link between the departmcnt's resources and educational institutions;
principally local primary and secondary schools. Since thc appointment of the
frst post-holder, Patrick Baird (now hcad of the department), the servicc has

played an imponant role in establishing the local,/environmental studies

approach in the curriculum of Birmingham schools. The post was extended to
incorporate 'environmental studies' (a broader term allicd to educationa.l

usagc) with my appointment in August 1981, to provide a morc inrer
disciplinary approach by involving other subject depanments ofthe reference

library; particularly the Science and Technology and Social Sciences

dcpartments.

The Local Studies and Archives depanment is on the sixth and seventh

floors respectively, of thc Central Library 'Within these rwo sections can be

found one of the largest collections ofresource material, for a specifc area (i.e.

Birmingham and the surrounding counties) in the country. Ecclsiastical,

private, business and educational records are housed in the Archives secrion

and administred by the Archivist, who is also responsible for ccrtain
educational groups, e.g. genealogy and some university groups, oft.n in
collaboration with the Liaison Librarian. The departmcnt also has two
conservarion staff who help with the mounting of exhibition material and

produce protective wallets and covers {or documents to be used by children
and students. There is a classroom, with accommodation for fory people,

attached to the department containing facilities for showing slides and

displalng materials. Facilities for photocopying and microprinting are also

available within the department.

The need for a fuli-time local studies librarian ro liaise with teachers and

others conneced with education had much to do with local developments in
education; it arose initially {rom the Education department's Inspectorate's
progressive attitiude toward promoting the environment and, most
sigruficantly, in utilizing local resource materials princiaplly through
'projectwork'. Rather than appoint a teacher to workwithin the departmenr, it
was thought more practical to use the traditional skills of the librarian and

develop an advisory, promotional and teacher role, thus providing aunique yer
functionalpost forthe expansion ofthe Local Studies department's services.It

12



i,:r 1-.Lrrr ii,rr iris 5.r;r :rctivclt.sul-1-,oned, since itr iircrprir,l, b,r' tirr:
lrspcrtor..t. r' iiirir h.rs pr oved a n orrhr,hiic allyin aiding e closcr rclationship
irL.t\\,.e1 Le:r.llcr and libr:rrian.

'l-hc I-iris.rn l-ibr:rrim's fundamcntal ainr is to pomote rhe use of rhe

iiLrrarirs icsourccs, particularly thosc in thc I-ocal Studics and Archivcs
dcpartm.'nt, ro r€achers. children and others involved in local/enrironnental
rtudirs projercts. Thjs is best achieved by arranging class visits to the
ilcpartment in ordcr to sec at first hand thc rangc ofresource material avaiiable.
if ir is not possibJe ior a group to visit the library thc Liaison I-ibrarian can visLr

the school with a selection of material. Teachers are however encouraged to
visit the deparrment personally, before the class visit, orLiaison Librarians visit
the school, in order to see what materialis available, assess its suitabilityand to
discuss the project(s), and numbers, age and abilities of the children involved
(and any special requirements e.g. of handicapped children). Photocopies of
relevant documents such as map and directory extracts can be supplied in order
for thc teacher to preparc the children before the visit. The Liaison Librarian
can also reler the teacher to other possible sources ofinformation both within
the library and outside. The majoriry of requests for assistance come from
primary schools (about 5570), because their timetable is the most flexible and
can thus accommodate project work more easily. Secondary school usage has
increased in recent years (abour 35%) due to the Examinarion Boards direcrive
on using primarysource evidence. Highereducation and adult education usage
tends to be much smalier, as students arc cxpccted to be able to use the library
with little formal instruction.

On arrival ar the central library the group is met by the Liaison Librarian
and briefly introduced to the library and its procedures e.g. collection of
reference libarary admission tickets, the need for noise levels to be kept to a

minimum, and most importantly, to observe safery procedures on the
escalators. Despite the obvious disadvantages of using escalators with largc
numbers of children, it does provide the opponuniry to see the various
departments and the size of the building gencrally. Small groups, up to [{teen,
are preferred, particularly for older children invovled in examinations, where
individual attcntion is needed; but whole classes of rhirty-f,ve to forty are not
uncommon. On reaching the classroom on the sixth floor, details about thc
purpose of the visit and length of stay arc clarificd q.'ith the teacher. All groups
arc givcn a bricf talk about the library and its layout before talking specilicaJly
rbout thc Local Studies Departmenr. A selection ofdifferent rlpes of material,
relating to the project area(s), is displayed and sho*'n to the group and its
rnrqueness and neeel {or carefulhandling is stresscd. Somc rray bc horrified to
;ee cliilCren of nine or ren using original documents, but with careful
iritfiar:Itioll no hernr should coErc to the documcnrs; chilJren are often uer,v

caiiful or,cr t],,,v re,r]iz.- how precious such mrterial is, er'n lrorc !o than an
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cnthusiastic teacher! With the prinrarl'school it is import:rnr to act moi.;rs a

'reacher' and ask the childrcn plenty ol questions. Once tl.re intitial
introduction is finished the teacher can take,,vcr and organizc the class iitr..r

groups to look at thc naterjal in detail. Thc primery school proiect may be

linited to a particulr local thenre, e.g. catrals, industry, Victorian lifc or war
rime, butthe mosr popuiar themc is the studyoftheir own arca. A typical range

,rf material ior this study would includc inclosure and tithe naps (and

schedules), OS maps, street and trade dircctories, census rcturns and

;hotc,graphs. This is a common topic becausc it introduces the conccpt of
changc tbough time and can also be linked to an urban trailoirhe area, as well es

incorporating'study'skilis. f)espitc the significance of documents, artefacts

arc also an important aspect of the local stuciics projcct, theref'ore liaison with
the lluscum is particularly important. Teachers nay plan nore than one v i\ir
io the department,'but it is up to them to providc the necessarvPreParation (e.g.

r.orksheets) if the children are to ger the fuilest possible beneht. The Liaison
Librarian will also show, in smaligroups, catalogues and indexes (on a super-

hcial level) and micro m machines. The scssion will normally close with a

,;uestion timc, before the ciass are led back to the entrance.

Secondary schooi visits mainiy consist oi examination groups (C.S.E., 'O'
and'A'Ievel), which requries individual proiect work, .rJthoLrgh 6rst and

second year classes may be involved in a class proiect. The tizc of the building
can be somewhat oven'heiming {or the examination student s'ho will nccd to
use ihe 1ibrary by himself to complete project work, therefore the visit
(possibly their first to the library)needs to bc wellorganized. They willneed to
be shown individual project work, although first anci second year classcs may

5e involvcd in a ciass project. The size of the buiiding can be somewhat over

r.helming for the examination student q'ho wiil need to use the library by
himself to complete projcctwork, rherefore the visir (possiblytheir first to the

Iibrary) needs to be well organized. They will need to be shown individual
departments as important references even for a local studies proiect may bc

found in other departments; some students will, in any case, take a subiect out-
side che local srudies field. It is imponar.rt to liaise with other approprixre
members of staff who can show the students rheir respective dcpanmenrs,
panicuiarly as they are organized differently liom the Local Studies dcpan
ment. It was for ahis reason that thc Young Peopies Information Services team

(YPIST) wassetup,comprisingindividualmembersfromthedifferentdepan
ments) to co ordinate services to young people. A sct of tralsparencies, of the
central library, was produced to show groups visiting the library (and to take

out to schools), followed by a more indepth tour of relevant departmenrs in
smaller groups. Some secondary school groups ate arranged by the Children's
library, which may include a visit to the Locai Studies department for a brief
introduction.
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ln rhc classroom a range ofmatcrial, particuiarly ofprimarysources, wi1lbe
displayed couering thc various popular themes for history cxaminarion
projects, e.g. transport, crimc, health, education. . . . After a brief intro
duction to thc types of nraterial available and how thcy mighr be used, small

groups are shown the procedure for looking up and requesting items relevant
to their projects. This is panicularly important as ailthe Local Studies depart
mentJs resources are on closed acc€ss. The l,iaison Librarian can then discuss

the project areas with individual members ofthe group. After rhis introductory
visit the studenrs wiil be expected to come in by themselves to continue their
project work.

The Liaison Librarian can also visit the school, with either slides or a

selection of relevant documents. In the primary school the teacher oftcn
requires a t;Llk about the historyof the area or a particular themc (e.g. Victorian
chi)dren), followed by a scssion with the children looking at the material. Many
visits ro schools are foilowed-up by a visit to the library. Thc busiest period is

the late spring and carly summer terms, when many schools are involved in
project work for the annual Environmental Studies Exhibition, organised by
,1...E.r....",j^-,r-^...-",.iTLi.:-4.r.r1.o4^{.v;llr,,FRirm;noh.,m'!'',sDer
riculariy popular. Some schools prcfer to use rheir local branch library, and

invite the Liaison Librarian to talk to the children there. It has the distincr
advantage of allowing thc cbildren to see somc specialisr material tiom the
Local Studies department and to use and borrow thc branch library's
resources. Oftcn, one o{ the children's librarians n'ill give a talk on fiction
books reiated to thc projecr e.g. canals; homefront. . . .

Having looked in some dctail ar rhe direct contact with classes of children,
ir is oerhaps appropriate to say something about how the service is promoted
to teachers. By far the most successcul ntethod of promotion is via word of
mourh; a generation of carly Environmctal Studies post holders have moved

into head and deputy headship posts, passing on their enthusiasrn for local

studies. \flhcr the l-iaison Librarian's post was created, publicity was given in

the Birmingham Education Bulletin, and thk publication has bccn used since

ro pronlote the sen'icc - for instance to advertise courses and cxhibitions.

Vithin the Libraries department it is obviously promoted by different
5ections, particularllr from the children's services team and ltranch librarics

Thc Education Dcpartment's Inspectoratc's team have also played an

important role in promoting the services offered by the Liaison Librarian and

Local Studies depanment, principaJJ,r' through its tcachers centres and in-
service training courses- A nuinber ofvery successfuJ courscs for teachers hrve

been run by the librarics dcpartmenr, in coilaboration with the Inspectorate.
Larly in 1983 a series of $r,e coulscs \\.'ere organized joindy by rhe Musems'

I-ocai History:rnd Education departmcnts and the l-ocai Studies dcp:rtment,
linkr:rl to the Lnvilonrrictal Studies Exhibition thcrne. The i irison [,rbrari,n
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has also participated in a number of school consortium courses and tcachcr
training college courses. In thcse courses a talk about tl.re services offered and

types of material avaiiable is given, and illustratcd with examples of relevant
documents and school projects (which have becn collcctcd). The other major
area of promotion is through exhibitions of resource material, both within the
library and outsidc - in schools, branch libraries and church halls. Often thc
exhibitions are Iinked to a particular local theme and, in the school, can be seen

by the wholc school and by parents. A recent exhibition in a church also

provided good publicity and was visited by several local schools who werc
inspired to do a study of the area.

In thjs anicle I have merely outlined the role of the Local Studies Liaison
Librairan with respect to education, but i hope thar it has given somc

indication of what has been achieved in Birmingham over the lasr ten years. As
for the future many interesting developments look set to take place the
development of computer programmes for local/environmental studies; oral
hisrory archives; a publications programme of local histories and guides {or
teachers and children; multi-cultural education (\West Midlands Study) and
perhaps the dcvclopment of regional resource centres.

Andrew Blizzard
Liaison Librarian, Local Studies Dept., Birmingham Pullic Libr.rries.

OnJine for the Eighteenth Century: a one day meeting
on the Eighteenth Century Short title Catalogue.

Exeter, January 24th 1984.

Locai studies collections and record offces throughot the country hold much
locally produced marerial from the eighreenrh cenrury which is not
rcprcscntcd in the national collections and tl.ris meeting aims to inform
librarians about the ESTC, and to lct thcm sec how they can contribute to thc
Catalogue as well as beneft from its faciliry for online searching which is
available through Blaise. The programme includes an introductionto ESTC by
Michael Crump, the Assistant Editor, a paper on contribudng to ESTC bylan
Maxted, Local Studies Librarian, Exetcr, and onc onrescarchcrs and theESTC
61e by Jo Cox, a postgraduate researcher from Exeter Universiry. It is also

hoped to have a terminal availabie to demonstrate searches, and there will be a

display of items revealed when making returns for Dcvon to the ESTC file.

This meeting is jointly arranged by the LSG and the Rare Books Group of
the L.A. Full details from Ian Maxted, Exeter Central Library, Exeter, EX4
3PQ. The fee is f7.50.
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'Working with \ /ireless: some experiences

On May 1sr 1982 a new radjo starion q,-cnt on air in Cambridge. Howevcr,
BBC Radio Cambridgcshire did notjust magically appear: it had becn planned
and postponed, anticipated and despaired of, but at last things began to
happcn. A managcr was appointed and spent much time acquainiing liimseif
with ,.lrganisations and socicties which mighr benefit from and be a benefit to
the proposed sration. As part of rhis exploration his secretary discovcred the
Cambridgeshire Collection, the iocalsrudies depanment in Cim b.idge cenral
library, and shortiy afterwards her boss came ro see {or himself and thi die r.as
cast.

As thcnew building forthe station neared completion staffwere appoinred
a:.rd asscmbled foran extensivc initial rraining sesssion in London. Various local
peopie I'ere invited to attcnd to spcak about aspects of the councy that the
station v/as to servc. The County ChJefErerutive and rhe Leadcr of rhe eouncii
qrcnt together, as did the Cambridge Town Clerk and Leader and their
counterparts from Peterborough: thc E uro M.P. rvent on his own, and so did
I, as librarian of the Cambridgeshire collcction. I was charged v.ith an intro-
duction to the area and its overall problems new roads, housing, planning
i.ruo. rhe characrer of rhe porenrial Ii*rencr, - and I Jid rhis by usirg
transparencies of matcrial in our collection: l,hat bctter ro introduce neq,.
motorways than a 1905 picture of the last turnpike gate?

On the day the starion opened I had an invitation ro join the dignitaries and
civic ieaders for the official words spoken by the Chairman of Governors, not
as a bystander but as a member of its Radio Advisory Council. Each BBC local
station has one of thesc Councils, appointed by rhe Gouernors of the BtsC to
advise thc managemcnt about thc reaction to rheir programmes and generally
to involve themsclves in thc promotion of thc faciliry: along wiih some
councillors, a tcacher, a Bishop and one or rwo orher5 I had been nominated,
not.just for my local knowledge but also because of my mistakc in becoming
Parish Council chairman, a Chariry Trustee and school govcrnor in my hom!
village, which happened to be in a part o{the countywheie there were no other
known candidates. Radio Counciilors get their names in the station diary and
the BBC Handbook and are rewarded for their efforts by the princely bribe ofa
free weekly copy of 'Radio Tirncs'. They meet every six weeks or so for
discussions about presenters and productions, publicity and scheduies.

However, my own involvement with Radio Cambridgeshire has been
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somcwhat morc regular, as sincc it oPened I have contriblrted e regular

Monday spot to a migazine prograrnme currently entitle d'lVIid Day'. At first

the briei'was to rake thc local events of the currcnt rveek and show that exacly

thc same things bad happcned during that very r'eek at some time within tht:

previous 200 years; ir sounds impossible, but in fact we usually found sct'erai

parallels. This was accomplished by using the detailed indexes to our

,r.*'rp"p". files that we l.rave compiled. First I selected a suitable modern

hoppi"i"g and then chccked the index under that topic looking for the right

son of information in the righr week: once this was identificd perusal of the

actual papers invariably brought other items to light Following a rcorgrniz-

atio,r i now produce a brief four minutc script on a suitable subject and

listeners are invited to phone in with their own memories of radio and

telcvision, cinema, buses andthe Home Guard forinstance: here mysource has

bcen principally the ncwspaper cuttings files l,'e mainrain on over 800 topie'

and which date back morc than twcnty years, allied of course to publisheci

books and older items from the News inciex.

T1"." ..g !nq'itab)y mrn)' stortrs about adventures in front of the micro

Phunc on J llv, shon. tntngt lrkr rhe I'r'uuicr r 
' 
ar br'akirtq don r' rro thc

io,-rs"q,rent need to help rhe stand-in presenter carry the show till she arrived

by expinding a four-minute story to take twenry minutes (with a record break

in fie middie). Tbere was also the incident c,fthe tape breaking on the rccordinB

machinc and whipping round thc studio noisily, and one on Boxing Day whe I r

we carne into the studio following a taped concert to find that thc whole srati'"r
had gone off thc air (for'technical reasons'I sl.rall not divulge): in onc spell

somcthing unscripted happencd cvery,,veek for five weeksl Besides thc rtgullr
Live spots there have inevitably bccn taped inscrts rnto other Programmes
'Christmas Day in the !(orkhouse'for l)ecember 25th, {or examplc and i
have helped out wh-n neccssarv if they could not find a more authorirrri"'
voicc for instance about prisoner of war c,rmps in the county to link in .i'ith a

traiier for a Channcl 4 televsion programme.

Much of our invovlement is nc,t publicly acknowledgcd, hon'ever.

Producers t'i11 regularly phone us sccking ro taik through ideas or looking i,r
introductions io contacts we mighl have on a Pariicular issue or toPic - for
insrance'where can wc station the radio car;r,rd what clues can we gitt to
cnable listeners to track it don'n?' or theyr.'ant local information lbr the'Guess

rhc irear' quiz. Like alljournalis* they apprcciarc tht assistance they are !li\ cn

,mc.l I have enjoyed bcing a guest on a iile broacicast or a puni along'The Backs'

,r{ Lhe colleges, and have'been subjci:ted to a'L)csert Isi:ind Discs'typc of

prc,g.a-"," ,nd f,,.ced with the problcnr ,rf choosing suitabie rccordings ri.' fit
into the conlcrsation about life from ciadle ro local collection, bur rrore

ter rifvir'g than any of this has becn to src nrl'sell srarting irom tht lot;J pagc ot

P.acio Tirr e-..
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Hon cver, the reason for thcse norcs has becn the programmc broadcasr
during thc'Soundirrgs' slor on Sunday 27rh February 1983 rl..hich devoted itself
ro a half hour docurncnrary about rhc work of thc Cambridgeshire collccrion,
its stock, organisarion, problenrs and users, n'hich I hope has given those who
hcard it an insight inro a specialist part of the public library service and has
already rcsultcd in a lcrer from a compurer company offcring to supply a
systcm capabie o{ meeting somc of our difficultics.

Local radio is still dcveloping and diversifying. \flhile cighreen monrhs ago
BBC Radio Cambridgeshire was just a hopc, the intcrvening period has seen a
chalenging and srimulating exploirarion of our local collecion. tVhar will
happen in the futurc is an,vbody's gucss but inevitably the station willconthue
to need backgrouncl inforntation and conrinue to reconize the library as a

principal supplicr, ior. as rhc p€rson who intrcduced my'Birthday Honours'
programnrc pur ir, rhe local studies librarian and the radio station have a lot in
iommon. V'e both try to ret-lect lite in our counry, one rhrough sound, thc
other principally through published mar!'rials: wc can exisr sipararely, but
Sorh beneiir grelrly rhrough co-operarion.

lvlJ. Petry, Local Studies Libranan,
The Cambridgcshrre Collection, Cambridgeshire Libraries.

Information Vanted

Chis Baggs, alecl-L.u cr at C L\tr, is anxious ro hear from anyone who collects
or D,ses rideotapes 

^s 
part of their local collections. He can be contacted at

College of Lrbrarianship, Vales, Llanbadarn Fawr, Aberystwlth, Dyfed.
SY23 3AS

Pauh R,iddlestone, aPostgraduate student at Birmingham Poly is currendy
engaged upon research into acquisition policiesby local autlors and would
be,glad to hear{rom anyone who has a written policyoutlining their terms of
reference. Paula can be contacted via the Department of Librarianship,
Birmingham Poll.technic, Perry Barr, Birmingham B42 2SU.

Bria.n Hallk currendy planning a one,day school on the conremporary
social relevance of local studies and would very much like to hear from any
local studies librarian working with, or who knows of, any local collecdon
that has adequare resources reladng to immigrdtioninto this country since
1950 and which reflect recenr local hisrory concerning etbnic groups n thrs
courtry. Brian can aiso be conracted at Birmingham Poly - same address as
Paula!
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Vhere arc the Charters then? . . .

[:r'err']ibrarian remoteiy connected *'ith 1l,c.rl studies has leir thc sinking
lecling that accompanics the request "\\.e \\'.lnr tc, \\'ritc the historv of our
villagc. Have you got any charters?". ln our eount,r it has not oniy bccn
patient library staff who have tried to steer such ,luestiolts into ntore sensiblc

channels. Many ofour noted local historians hl e spent time helpinq schooi-
children on the best ways of beginning a parish study and oficcrs of our
Society for Lincolnshire History and Archacology have dealt with many
postal and personal enquiries on the history of an ancestor's honre town.

It was the problem of providing some easily digested background
material for such people that prompted the Society's Local History Sub-
Committees to set up a project with the Local Studies Department o{ the
County LibraryService - the compilation of Village Information sheets. At
frrst the Committee, which includes two members of the Library Staff, had

lofry ideas of editing a latter-day Lincolnshire Domesday Book, but we
soon settled forsomethinga greatdeal simpler, but, we hope, equallyas use-

ful in its ownway. A questionnair€ was drawn up covering merelytwo sides

of a foolscap sheet with spaces where answers could be filled in.

There is to be one sheet for each village and town in Lincolnshire and the
information requested contains much that we know from experience will
satisfy the first enquiries of a newcomer wanting to discover the history of
his localiry. The sheet must interest those people who are unaccustomed to
the sources oflocal studies and of course the material must be helpfulto both
teachers and pupi.ls for elementary local history course work. We were all

aware thar the basic historical facts aboutparish histories are available in the
many indexes of the Archive Ofice and the Local Studies Department, but
we feltthat itwould beworthwhile bringingthe details togetheron an Infor-
mation Sheetthat could be handed to a studentto take home or that could be

sent quickly to an enquirer from another part of the country.

On the protorype sheet we asked {or the names of the \(apentake and

Deanery to which the village belonged, the datcs of Enclosure or the Tithc
Award, brief descriptions or archaeological fcatures and notable buildings,
charities a-nd prominent families, and so on. As we mulled over manv
suggcstions vith endless cups of Comnittee tca, q,-e beclme lcss obsessecl

by the population figures but more interested in the fairs and feasts, past anC

p."seni, and unusual custonts.'We cndctl up r.'ith a hcading "misccllantous

infomration", beloved by local histc'rians, to pacify evervonc whosc

fl. ouritc'village cccentricitv might orh, i'r. isc lt.r.,.: becn ,tmirc'd. Ve l.r,tPcd
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to strike a balance betv,.een making rhc Information Sheet too complicated
and passing over important matters rhat might stir a reader to further q-ork.

The final dra{t form was circulated with the Society Newsletter along
with pubiicity asking every menber who would to frll in the questionn.rirc
on their o\r,'n parish at their leisure. The completed forms were rhen to be
returned to the Society Office. Replies have been coming in gradually. We
know that coverage of Lincolnshire, a large county with innumerable
villages wiil take a long time and we do not expect the project to be
concluded in the near {uture. We intend to contact the Education Depart
nent and Parish Councils in the hope of assistance from teachers and local
councillors as weli as using knowledgeable library staff. In any case the
sheets themselves are not frnire. There is a statement on them to the ef{ect
that funher information will always be welcomed.

A copy of each returned sheet will be sent to the Local Studies Deparr
ment at Lincoln Reference Library where rt wiil be checked for error - a
procedure that should improve the local knowledge of the l.ocal Studies
Librarian ! Copies of relevant sheets will be forwarded to the branch libraries
serving the specihc catchment areas and there theywill join the Village Packs
of photocopied Directory and other material already in existence at these
outlets. Other copies will be kept with the Society frles. lVe hope that if the
project is successful we may be able to consider printing batches of the
Information Sheets for, say, a1l the parishes in a given Wapentake of the
county. In any case the sheets will certainly be available at Sociery meetings
and they will be used as the standard reply to postal enquiries sent to the
Society Off,ce.

The Village Information Sheets give a framework for the study of a

speci{rcvillage and a stepping stone to {urther investigation. One of themost
valuable sections is the space for a shorr bibliography of published infor-
mation. On one recently {rnished form ro this list was added details of a new
manuscript to be deposited with the Record Office. There are also
directions to major deposits both in and n'ithout the county. Papers relaring
ro Tattershall, for example, are noted as being held in the Devon Archives.
As libraries are usuallythe firstcall ofthose eager students seeking thevillage
"charters" the sheets will be a welcome aid to librarians who want to help but
who are hardpressed in time and resources. The project is proving beneficial
in its results and is an interesting study of co-operation betweenmembers of
the county's LocaJ History Sociery and the Library Service.

Elizabeth Anne Melrose
Librarian Local Studies Department

Lincolnshire Library Service
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Access to local Studies Material
Local Studies C,roup post-Conference Serninar, 22-23rd September 1983

Forty nine people attended the Local Studies Group post-con{erence

seminar atTorquayto listen to a packed programne with the title "Access to
Local Studies Materials". Under this head were brought together papers on

a variery of aspects of the acquisition, pioduction and exploitation of local

studies material.

Four papers dealt panicularly with the problen of identifying and

acquiring iphemeral or otherwise elusive local studies items. Paul Sturges

op.".d thi proceedings with an account of the di{ficulties of locating

material produced by i variety of local organisations and individuals. He
drew pariicularly on information contained in a study of two contrasting
areas, the frndings of which have been published in a B.L.R.D.D. repon
which he has recently produced in collaboration with Diana Dixon.'*

Chris Makepeace gave two PaPers which further emphasised the prob--

lem of collecting eph.-eral -ai..i"l, one paper dealing with the nature of
printed emphemera and the other concerned with collecting local publi-
iatio.rs. Hidealt ably with the definition of what is meant by "ephemera",
giving examples of the variety of material covered by the term, and sug-

lert.l positii. *ays in which staf{ can acquire transitory material, not for-

fetting-such informal merhods as persuading sta{f to bring to the library
publiciry material delivered to their homes.

A different viewpoint on the same theme was given by Don Kenning-

ton, Director of Capital Planning Information Limited, who took a critical

look at the accessitiliry of local authority publications. He particularly
emphasised the lack of co-ordination of publishing programmes within
individual authorities, and the di{ficulry ofascertaining the full range of pro-
ductions of a local council. Don Kennington was the main author of a

B.L.R.D.D. report on this theme, "Access to Local Government

Documentation".t'*

Two of the seminar papers dealt with the production of local publi-
cations. Professor Joyce Youings gave a lively account of the problems of
editing the publications of a counry record society Professor Youings has

b..n Lvolvrd in editing the publications of the Devon and Cornwall
Record Sociery since 1952, and lier talk made clear the necessiryof a kind but
frrm control to ensure that contributors' texts reach a high standard of
accuracy and presentation. She made the point that it is better not to hurrya
contributor i{ one is to be in a position to require revision of the text if that

should be desirable.



Roy Field, of Shropshire I-ibraries, spoke of the pub|c libra.v as

publisher; a particularly useful paper for those involved in this demanding
task. Shropshire publications are now overseen by a publications panel, with
a part timc publications officer (an artist, not a librarian) paid out of the
profits of the publications. Gear care is taken to achieve pro{essional stand-
ards of production, and the rarge of publications includes postcards,
reprints, original publications, and publications produced jointlywith other
bodies.

To complete the programme, two speakers dealt with the problem of
access to localstudies material a{ter it has been added to collections. These
two papers may s/ell contain the germ of the most important developments
in local studies librarianship considered at this seminar.

Ian Ma-rted, o{ rhe \(/estcountry Studies Library, Exeter, gavc a

thought provoking paper on the compu trrised caraloguing and indexing of
local studies items. His talk ranged from an appraisal of the desirable com-
ponents ofthe catalogue enrry, to an exploration ofthe problem of key.word
searching for local studies material, and the desirabiliry o{ developing suit-
able vocabularies to enable full exploitation of computerised entries.

Finally, Paul Sturges wound up the seminar proceedings with apaper on
regional bibliographies. He explained that since he had undertaken to
present this paper, developments had taken place which necessitated its re-
writing. He was referring to the development at York University Library of
a computerised local studies bibliography.In its experimental stagetheYork
bibliography included material from the ciry of York and from !?arwick-
shire County, but is now on the poinr of expansion to include entries from
other areas. Miss Margaret Evans, in charge ofthe project at York Universiry
Library, attended the seminar and gave details of the scheme. If rhis should
one day become a national bibliography of local history, this seminar will
have witnessed the birth ofone ofthe most significant developments inlocal
studies librarianship since the coming of the computer.

' STURCI\. R P r,!l lrXON, O.  n i'ive{rg:.o. o,lo.:lpubLi. iotu (BI R D D (FOn 56a51. tg8l
' ACCFSSbLo.alsov.nornrdorunedhtun.(lrLRDD repoirt6ie) 1e31.

LOC^Lg.s€rnDedrfulili. ions tbrnpr.L4iDB dni lcring {B.LliDD rpotr5745) 1931.

Diana \X/interbotham,

Local Studies Librarian,
The Lancashire Library.
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Minor Fublications - BLRDD Report

Sturges, R.P. and Dixon, D. An investigation oflocal publications. Dept
of Library and Information Studies, Loughborough University, 1983, 66pp.
f5.00 (BLRDD Report no. 5645). ISBN 0-904641-20-1.

Minor local publications are ofundoubted importance to historians and
social scientists, but local studies librarians are aware that they are not
ah,,.ays very ef{rcient in tracing and acquiring such materials. This report sets

out to investigate the problem and to suggest some soludons.

The investigators undertook a pilot study in two contrasting areas -
Leiccster city and Salop county. Thev attempted to gather as many relevant
publications as possible and then examined those they acquired to identify
the charactcristics of the publications. This exarnination seems to confirm
what most librarians have felt - that there are many local publications
which have useful conrent, but they are often not addcd to stock because
they are not recorded any.n'here, either nationally or locally. Most are slight
in format, cheap, are littJe publicised and many contain litde bibliographical
detail - few have ISBNs and many are not even dated. The analysis showed
significant variations in quantity and type of material published between the
rwo areas, but it is pointed out that in such a small sample a single large
publishing unit can distort the result.

There are two main areas of recommendation. Thefirstis toimprove thc
el{ectiveness ofthe local collecting of mater-ials - the authors comment that
while rhe basic techniques used at prsenr for rcquiring local publications
cannot be greatlyimproved, they can be more vigilantly applied. The need to
increase al'areness among all staff at all service points is stressed: this could
possibly be done by staff seminars or instruction manuals.

The second main recommendation is that regional bibliographies be
established - onlyafew exist atpresent - and that the frrst step in settingup
a nerwork of such bibliographies should be the csrablishment ofan example
in a suitabie area. If the process of encouraging new regional bibliographies
proved successful, the setting up of a central co-ordinating offrce should be
considered. The authors consider that the [.A and the Brirish Library could
encourage the setting up of such bibliographies by the sponsorship o{
seminars and courses on the subject, and by the publication of a manual,

This is an important report for local studies librarians as it deals with an
acknowledged but little researched problem, and makes some worthwhile
recommendations. It is well l'orth reading.
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Have you seen . . .?

Some recent items ofinterest to local stadies librarians

Brotan, D.R. and. Rickerson, C. Establishing local history collections: a
bibliography for starting up a local history collection ... RQ 2Z(4)
Summer 1983, pp 365 8

Aithough the items listed are mainly American, this is a useful basic
annotated bibliography on local studies librarianship. RQ itself and all the
items listed, with the exception of Hisrory News are available from the LA
Library. Two errors in citation have been noted: Marten fVilson Library
Bulletin) was published in 1954, and Reed (J. Librarianship) in 1925.

Cbandler, J.lndexe s for local and family history: a user's view. The Inde
xer, 13(4) October 1983, pp 223,227.

A brief surveyof the tlpes ofindexes to materials inlibraries and record
oflrces, commenting on their quality and value to local historians, and
including notes on the likely effects of computers on genealogical research.

Hazel, R. Hereward is awake! New Libary Vorld, 84 (995) May 1983,
pp 78, 80.

Short article about the involvement of Peterborough Division o{ Cam-
bridgeshire Libraries with Hereward Radio, the Peterborough Indepcnd-
ent Local Radio station. Includes notes on the local srudies contribution.

Northern Ireland Recorded Music List, 1982

This is a new bibliography, the hrst annual issue covering January to
November 1982. It includes all commercial recordings, both on disc and
cassette, made by artists either originating from or resident in Northern
Ireland. It includes all tlpes of music from punk to classical, with the largesr
proportion being country and western,

This is a use{ul venture, as information on recorded music is di{ficult to
come by. For local studies librarians it would be of great help ifit could also
include non-commercial recordings, but this obviously creates even more
difficulties. The current volume is available at f,1.95 * 2Op postage,/packing
from: NIRML, Department of Library and Information Studiis, Thi
Queen's Universiry o{ Belfast, Belfast BTZ 1NN.
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Notes and News

A local studies database project.
The Universiry ofYork has established a pilot project to test a methodology
for constructing a bibliographic database of printed materials in the field of
local studies. The eventual aim is to provide an on line information service
for local studies: the database will be national in scope, with the facility for
extracting information for particular localities. The entries from the pilot
project (for the ciry of York and the county of War-wick) are all Blaise
compatible and arranged systematicallywith author and subject indexes. At
present the project is funded by the University, the Manpower Services
Commission and the Oliver Sheldon Menorial Trust, but further sponsors
are being sought. For further information see the article by Paul Sturges in
this issue. A fuller account of the project will appear later.

At the rime o{ writing the Data Protection Bill is still making its way
through Parliament, having completed its passage through the Lords and
having bad its frrst reading in the Commons. The Library Association has

been concerned with various aspects of the Bill, and has made various rep-
resentations to the Home Office on, anong other topicsr the use of data for
historical, statistical and research purposes, and has succeeded in baring
some changes made. itis hoped that a further anlendment r.ill be introduced
to allow the use of data for archival purposes as well as those mentioned
above.

The story o{ the Bill is complex and, as its effects on libraries generally
could be considerable, the Association has spent a great deal of tirne on it:
anyone wishing to find out about the LA's activities in this connection
should get in touch with Ann Hobart atRidgmount Street. As mentioned in
the October Record (p.347) an article by Eric Davies on the implications of
the draft Iegislation will appear shortly.

The British Library has recently set up a Consultative Group on News-
papers, Its aim is to act as a channel of communication between the British
Library and newspaper producers, librarians and users in the United King-
dom. It willconsider and comment on matters relating to newspapers in the
British Library Reference Division, particuiarly in connection with acquj
sition, storage, presen'ation and use. It will also consider and suggest acrion
on any matters relating to newspaper collections, with particular reference
to the role that the British Library Newspaper Library can play in develop-
i,rg newspaper coll€ctions and services in the United Kingdom.
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the I-5G's respresentxt;\'c on the Consultative Group is Irrank
Manders. I-ocalStudies l-ibrarian, Newcastle Cirv Librarics. A rcport on irs
activirjes u ill appcar in e later issue of this journal.

" fhe Cambridgtshirt Collcction and Secondary Scbools 1983" rs the
lesuLt oI a teacher se,:onclrrent Ior one ternr ro the Cambridge local studies
libr:ry. It inclucles a sunlmaty of thc problems of teaching locai histoq'in
secondary schools, a dctailerl guide to the colicction, and a conclusion *'hich
cmphasiscs that any proposed increase in schools' r.rse of tie collection can-
not be c:rrried * ithout ad d itional sta{fing v,'hich nright come from either thc
libraru- or education departments.

Copies arc available from Mike Petty, Cambridgeshire Collection,
Ce ntrai Library, 7 I-ion Yard, Cambridge CB2 3QD at f 2.00 plus postage.

GC

A Lancashire Centenary Exhibition

The [-ancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society is one of the major local
historical societies in the north-west. Founded in 1883, it has published a run
of Transactions containing many papers valuable for the study of local
history in the area.

In order to commenrorate the Society's centenary in 1983, the Lanca-
shire Library co-operated with the Society in organising a series of exhib
itions in libraries throughout the county. Posters and leaflets giving infor
mation about the Society were prepared, and each exhibition featured as

part of the display an article o{ local interest selected from the Transacrions.
The size ofeach exhibition varied according to local conditions, but allwere
held during September or October to coincide with the Society's own cen
tenary activities.

Itwas {elt bythe Librarythat theventure had been successfulin bringing
the sociery to the att€ntion of the public, but perhaps even more valuable in
stren€ithening the contacts between the Lancashire and Cheshire Anti
quarian Society and the Lancashire Library.
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Information Resources {or kisure and Recreation: a ioint
RSIS/Aslib Seminar

On the surface this did not appear to be closely related to the work of the

local studies librarian (l was there because I was giving a paper), but in {act' ir

proved to be quite useful in drawing attention to sources in which local

informarjon might appear and o hich might be o' erlooked. A maioriry of

those artendingiwere iibt".i"t.ts although-there were aJso a {ew planners.

The morning session concentrated on rhe theoretica.l aspects of the

subject with ,u.L topi., as 'Leisurc in the 1980s" by Barry Sherman, who

-r, u.ry entertaining, and Tony Veai on "Local authority planr-'trng and

leisure". However, B iian Burro*'s intro<iuction on the problen of identifi

cation did produce the fact that Milton Ke1'nes I)evelopment CorPoration

prod,.r.., adir..toryof leisure activities and one wondered how ntanyother

iuthorities produce such directories. Although aimed at current awareness'

such a list would be of great benefri to local studies librarians as it would

enable them to trace organisations which might produce local material.

The afternoon session was concerned I'ith sources of in{ormarion

Michele Shoebridge from the SPorts Documentation Centre at the Uni
versiry of Bir-ingham dealt with sources of information on sports and

sporting activities. Although many of these were intended for the profes-

,iorld 
"lrld 

thor. .ttgaged in organising sports, the list of sources-produced

did indicate a wide iange o{ works which could contain local information,
including periodicals and abstracting and indexing services. For example,

there, aii,'ources of information on re.earch were menl;oned. lt is quitt
oossiblc that local studies would be rncluded in these sources which the

iibrary might not get to know abour.

I presented the second paper in the afternoon and dealt with the.prob

lems iaised by planning doiuments relating to leisure etc. in the public lib-
rary. It couereithe problems of tqnng to djscover what had been produced,

the range o{material and th. etteot tJ*hich this marerial reached thepublic
librarvLd the problems encountered in trying to trace and obtain it. I must

admii that I dii tread on a te* planners' toes, but my general thesis that this

material was verydifficult to rrace and acquire was supported by the librar-

ians present.

The frnal paper was by Margaret Leighield on the international aspects

of leisure information. She dealt with the problems of trying to bring
together those engaged in leisure research and their attempts to provide an

iniernational datiblse on the subiect. The main English material'is to be

{ound in "Leisure, recreation and tourisrn abstracts". Although it includes
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material trom abroad, the index helps one trace local material which is of
interest but othern'ise might be overlooked. For instance, in volume 8 no. 1

there is an abstract of a Bristol City Council paper on the arts in Bristol and
on the samc page there is a reference to Hoard's "Directory of theaffe
research and information resources". From enquiries I have made, it appears
that this abstracting journal is not too widely available in the public library
sector, but it is onewhich general reference iibraries might consider and then
local studies library staff could look through it for material for their own
department.

C.E. Makepeace.

GC
Committee Matters

The LSG Committee met at LA H/Q on 16th November. Among the
items discussed q,"ere the foilowing:
1. Hedley Tbornas, Priacipal Assistant County Librarian, South Glamor-
gan, had ofiered his resignation from the committee prior to the mecting.
This was accepted. Hedleyhad originallybeen co-opted to the commineein
1978 to represent Vales.

2. Post-Conference Serninar This meeting organised by Hon. Secretary
Paul Sturges and commiteee member Ian Maxted, has been highiy success-
ful. It attracted almost 50 delegates to hear papers on various aspects of
Access to local studies mdterials.

3. Netospapers and indexing one-day school Another meeting organised
by committee members Elizabeth Melrose and Mike Petty ar Stam{ord.
Again a resounding success which gained some excellent publicity, approp-
riately enough in the iocal newspaperl

4. The Dorotby McCulh Memorial Pize The committee has awarded the
1983 Prize to Norma Armstrong of Edinburgh Ciry Libraries. This is due
recognition of her long and outstanding contribution to the promotion of
local studies librarianship in Scotland and in Edinburgh in particular. It is
planned topresent Norma with herprize at the Scottish Branch AGM inthe
New Year.

Robin Ansell,
Assistant Hon. Secretarv.
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LSG Committee 1984-5

The Group Committeefor 1984-5 is asfollows. As the numbero{norn-
inations did not exceed the number ofplaces available no election was neces
sary.

Chairman: Chris Makepeace, Greater Manchester Planning Department.
Vice-Chairman: Ian Jamieson, School of Librarianship and Information

Studies, Newcastle Polltechnic.
Hon. Secretary: Paul Sturges, Dept. of Library Studies, Loughborough

University.
Hon. Assistant Secretary; Robin Ansell, Somerset County Litllrary.
Hon. Treasurer: Bernard Nursc, Southvrark Public Libraries
Membcrs: Patrick Baird, Birmingham Public Libraries

David Cousins, Kent County Library
Michael Dewe, College of I-rbrarianship, Vales
Brian Hall, Dept. of Librarianship, Ilirminghanr Poiytechnie
Ian Ma-rred, I)elon Counry Library
Elizabeth Mclrose, Lincolnshirc County Library
Michael Petty, Canrbridgeshire Libraries

Branch representative: Scotland: Don lvlartin Strathlielvin, I-ibraries
North Wesrern: Diana Vinterbotham, The
Lancashire I-ibrary
London & Honre Clounties: Julian Varson,
Greenwich [.ibrary

Although therc was no necessity for an election rhis year, the commitrce
rvelcomes t*'o nev'faces: Michael Des'e as'our man in Vales'and lulian
W.rr.on reprc.enting rhe ncwll -formcd LonJ,,n ud Home Cruntje.
Branch.

As can be scen from thc foregc'ing list, thc (iroup has conrmittee mem-
bcrs in ntosr parts of rhe country. I{you have ;ny ideas or suggestions for rhe
Committec please do not hesitate to conra( r your nerresr cJnrmitrc. nem
ber or the Hon. Secretary.
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matcrial irom abroad, the index helps one tace local material which is of
interest but others'ise might be overlooked. For instance, in volume 8 no. 1

there is an abstract of a Bristol City Council paper on rire arts in Bristol and
on thc same page therc is a refcrencc to Hoard's "Directory of theatre
research and information resourc€s". From encluiries I have made, it appears
that this abstracting journd is not too n'idely available in the public library
sector, but it is one l hich gcneral referr:nce Iibrrrries might consider and thcn
local studies librrry staff could look through it for material for rheir orvn
department.

C.Li. Makepeace.

GC
Committee Matters

The l-SG Ctxnmittec met at LA H/Q on 16th November. Among the
items discussed u'ere the following:
l. Hedley Thomas, Principal, Assistant County Librarian, South Glamor-
gan, had offered his resignation from the committee prior to the meeting.
This vas accepred. Hedleyhad originally been co-opted to the commitee in
1978 to represent Vales.

2. Post-Conference Seminar This meeting organised by Hon. Secrerary
Paul Sturges and commiteee member Ian Maxted, has been highly success-
ful. It attracted almost 50 delegates to hear papers on various aspects of
Access to local studies materi^tls.

3. Neraspapers and indexing one-day sc}oo/ - Another meeting organised
by committee members Efizabeth Melrose and Mike Peny at Stamford.
Again a resounding success s'hich gained some excellent publicity, approp-
riately cnough in the local newspaper!

4- The Dorotby McCulh Memorial Prize The committee has awarded the
l98l Prize to Norma Armstrong of Edinburgh Ciry Libraries. This is due
recognition of her long and outstanding contribution to the promotion of
local studies librarianship in Scotland and in Edrnburgh in particular. It is

planned to present Norma with herprize atthe Scottish Branch AGM in the
New Year.

Robin Ansell,
Assistant Hon. Secretary.
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LSG Committe e 1984-5

The Group Committee {or 1984-5 is as follows. As the number of nom

inations did not exceed the number ofplaces available no elecdon.was neces-

sary.

Chairman: Chris Makepeace, Greater Manchester Planning Departrnent.

Vice-Chairman: Ian Jamieson, School o{ Librarianship and Information
Studies, Newcastle Polltechnic.

Hon. Secretary; Paul Sturges, Dept. of Library Studies, Loughborough
University.

Hon. Assistant Secretary: Robin Ansell, Somerset County Library'
Hon. Treasurer: Bernard Nurse, Southwark Public Libraries

Members: Patrick Baird, Birmingham Public Libraries
David Cousins, Kent County Library
Michael Dewe, Coilege of Librarianship, Wales

Brian Hall, Dept. of Librarianship, Birmingham Polltechnit
lan Marted, Devon County Library
Elizabeth Melrose, Lincolnshire County Library
Michael Petry, Cambridgeshire Libraries

Branch representative: Scotland: Don Martin Strathkelvin, Libraries
North Western: Diana lWinterbotham, The
Lancashire Library
London & Home Counties: Julian \flatson,
Greenwich Library

A lr hough r lrrrc n a. nu n((e\\ily fur.In elecr ion thi' year. the .om mit ree

r'velcomes ti.ro n.- {"..r, Michael'Deq'e as 'our man in Vales' and Juliar
Vatson representing the newiy-formed l-ondon and Home Counries

Branch.

As can be seen {rom the {oregoing ii.r. the Group has comm jttcc mem

bers in most parts of the country. I{ I ou have any ideas or suggettions for the

Committee please do not hesitate to contact your nearest conlmittee metlt-

ber or the Hon. Secretary.
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. Arl.o' i'qhNryeLqhr bo(l,nq boords

We ore UK ogenrs lor Process Motero s Corporor on iUsAl
Arch vo produ.rs .c ud .g
. A,. \Nod Mlseum 8 Conseryol'o.8oo,o

. E.r,o heo'./veghr'og b orr,nq

. Mu I'use locd freel coruqoted boord

. Tycore Honeycohbe Boo'd

. A', hNolSloroqe 8o'e\ lor p,,n\/PhoioJlp\r,'e,

. A. d.l'ee ,o 
'ng 

rlbes
. Poper cofsetuor,on rob es

Photogrophk Print Negolive Storcge Syrlems

. Cusrom mode poper, envelopes & lolders hode J'om
Arlonr,s S,lve6ole Phoronore

Pyromid ocd lree Mon, o or Krolr

So.ed Mor" F orgP ce
o.do.ol5 rLp,,-es.To .c.rt 9'-o.r-po.otobt. adp.,o
A,, hNolAd\. D"y mounr,-q P es,p , Pe,er$ble r.pot \e' l,ssues
er. iheor,.g {oc,l,ry o!oiloblel

. S€inel e. O I Po .ts . Wnso' & Nev"lon
r$nne/e' Posreh Des o, el5 Gouo(he
. $rnerer wo'etr o,.L's o Spe.irum a, nyrrc 6 Orls
.Sen.elsSll Po'^rs . Mortol Po,nrsr ts
. Tohos Woterco 0!6 . Conle

. Rh nds Erchmg GroLrnds

. Don smi'h Erchinq lnk

. Choloond Ethins Inks

A comprehensive ronge of Artists moieriqls including:
Points, Popers, Brushes, Convos, Posiels ond Etching lnks

Specolsrs n Cons€rvotio. From ns for Museums, Goller es,
Adisrsond lnd,vduols using o ronge olAcid lree molenoLs

. Conl,oct frcmhg o Custom Fromrng . Dry Mounring

-s'ng r e qa.,r -o er,o s Aro r' o'e, p o.e.s'onoloovce on orl
your {rom'ng problems

O! 'e*'orpe lf".o,1r\op.roeto,e. us cr rode l, - ure
lor nud o. *orlshoo or home

o Coron D'oche . Conon DLrck

. Chonpok Dry Tronsler

a r-q Gol" r sfo- q a.4so -on.e-po,o4 6nL5
Po,nr'igs Sc, pru,e. D'ow'ng\ P'.nis.Pe{o,monce ad Boot

A'o-rs sop-.Mo.oo, r,oa, o 10o- opr ond .or.oo,
lO.m - 510 nm


